
COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council meeting held on 12th December 2005.


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Corr, M
	McCarthy, F.

	Daly, J.
	Murphy, M.

	Daly, M.
	Neville, J.

	Dowds, R.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J.
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keane, C.
	Tyndall, C.

	Keating, D.
	Walsh, E.

	King, C.
	Warren, K.

	Lahart, J.
	

	Laing, S.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, 

J. Walsh, F. Coffey, P. Poole, M. Pyne, C. Henehan, B. Hickey

	Senior Executive Officers
	G. Keogh, A. Jacob, E. Cunningham,  P. Murphy,  J. Quinlivan, F. Nevin, M. Judge

	Administrative Officers
	J. Browne, P. McNamara

	Senior Staff Officer
	U. Donnellan

	Staff Officer
	T. Fallon 

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne, C. Shanahan

	IT Support
	G. McManus, C. Whelan 


The Mayor Cllr. T. Ridge presided.
(C/0756/05) 
CONFIRMATION AND REAFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th November 2005. which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed. 

(C/0757/05)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 1ST NOVEMBER 2005 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES   
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0758/05) 
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 8TH NOVEMBER  2005 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading. 
(C/0759/05) 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 21ST NOVEMBER  2005
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – GRANTS) AND HOUSING
Community Business:

The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants 

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1504/ Gf 1326
	Croi Ro Naofa GAA Club,

46 Cushlawn Park, 

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Major Equipment Grant towards the purchase of training ladders, training cones and first aid kit/ medical bags
	26/07/05
	€2,000

	SCRA 1649/ GF 1342
	Speisialta

12 Verschoyle Green,

Saggart Abbey,

Saggart,

Co. Dublin.


	Start Up Grant towards the cost of insurance, hiring of meeting rooms, printing and publicity
	03/10/05
	€700

	SCRA 1653/ GF 1349
	St. Aengus Kenpo Karate School,

24 Tymon North Gardens,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.


	Major Equipment Grant towards the cost of mats.
	13/10/05
	€1,000

	SCRA 4/ GF 1347
	Tallaght Community Council,

3 Green Acre Court,

Firhouse Road,

Dublin 16.


	Community Activity Grant and contribution towards Tallaght Person of the Year Awards
	11/10/05
	€1,500


	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1652/ GF 1348
	Belgard Athletic  Soccer Club,

389 The Grove,

Belgard Heights,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Minor Equipment towards the purchase of Medical Kit and Registration Fees
	21/09/05
	€590

	SCRA 1657/ GF 1359
	Westside Boxing Club,

59  Kilcarrig Crescent,

Fettercairn,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Equipment grant towards the purchase of wall brackets and protective gear.
	14/11/05
	€1,800

	SCRA 437/ GF 1360
	Fettercairn Community Centre,

Kilmartin Crescent,

Fettercairn,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Adaptation of Existing Building - the construction of an extension.
	14/11/05
	€50,000

	SCRA 1357
	St. Aengus Community Centre,

Tymon North,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Extension to existing multipurpose community centre -towards the cost of a mezzanine floor.
	14/11/05
	€40,000


A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1350
	Irish Olympic Handball Association,

13 Sports HQ.,

Joyce Way,

Park West,

Dublin 12.


	Contribution towards the cost of running an international competition in the County.
	17/10/05
	€500


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for grants under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1648 agf 504
	Swan Family Support

Unit 4 Springfield Shopping Centre,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Arts Grant 

Annual Commeration of Remembrance in the Priory, Tallaght.
	24/8/05
	€300

	SCRA 1650 AGF 508
	Harolds Cross Tallaght Musical Society

4 Montpelier View

Blessington Road

Tallaght

Dublin 24
	Arts Grant

Production of Fiddler on the Roof in the Civic Theatre
	30/9/05
	€600

	SCRA 120

AGF 510
	Tallaght Choral Society

c/o Audrey Merrigan

27 Brompton Court

Castleknock

Dublin 15
	Arts Grant 

Choral concert in the National Concert Hall
	25/10/05
	€635


It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 21st November 2005 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0760/05) 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 28TH NOVEMBER 2005
DEALING WITH ROAD, PLANNING (1 REPORT – MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION), DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
Planning Business:

The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“At the Tallaght Area Committee meeting held on Monday, 28th November, 2005 the following motion was adopted:

Motion:  Councillor J. Daly

“That this Committee recommends that the material contravention procedure be initiated in respect of planning application RegRef No. SD05A/0874, for a bungalow, effluent treatment unit and ancillary site works at Upper Ballinascorney, Co. Dublin for Elizabeth and Tony O'Brien”

The report on the motion was as follows:

Report

Planning application RegRef No  SD05A/0874  for a bungalow, effluent treatment unit and ancillary site works at Upper Ballinascorney, Co. Dublin for Elizabeth and Tony O'Brien was received on 25th October 2005. A number of similar applications have been made by the same applicants on the same site in recent years, and permission was refused for a number of reasons, including that the site is above the 350m contour.

A decision is due to be made on the current application on or before the 19th December.

If the motion is adopted, the Committee’s recommendation will be reported to the Council.

As the motion was adopted, the Committee’s recommendation is now before the Council for consideration.

As there is a history of refusals of permission on the site, the Manager is recommending that the material contravention procedure not be initiated.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Cllrs. J. Daly, T. Ridge and M. Daly.
It was AGREED that a vote would be taken by show of hands.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor M. Daly: 
“That the material contravention procedure be initiated in respect of planning application Reg. Ref. No. SD05A/0874, for a bungalow, effluent treatment unit and ancillary site works at Upper Ballinascorney, Co. Dublin for Elizabeth and Tony O'Brien”

The proposal was put to a show of hands. The result was follows:

For : 10

Against : 7

The motion was PASSED.

(C/0761/05) 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 15TH NOVEMBER 2005 
DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0762/05) 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 22ND NOVEMBER 2005
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY(1 REPORT – GRANTS) AND HOUSING
Community Business:

The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	Ref: 384
	Esker Celtic Football Club,

Hermitage Park,

Lucan,

Co. Dublin.
	Single Interest Grant towards construction of dressing rooms.
	20/10/05
	€40,000

	GF 1356
	Neilstown Parish Community Centre,

Neilstown,

Dublin 22.


	Upgrading of existing Community Centre towards the provision of double doors, new Customer Counter and replacement of 2 windows.
	02/11/05
	€10,000

	SCRA 1645/ Gf 1327
	Lucan Active Retirement Association,

Tubber Lane,

Lucan,

Co. Dublin.


	Start Up Grant
	02/08/05
	€1,000

	SCRA 1660/ GF 1363
	Rowlagh Village Centre,

St. Mark’s Lane,

Rowlagh,

Dublin 22.
	Adaptation of Existing Building towards the cost of flooring.
	14/11/05
	€6,000


Arts Grants

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grant Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant to this organization, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 262/ AGF 510
	Áras Chrónain

Irish Cultural Centre,

Clondalkin,

Dublin 22.
	Arts grant towards the cost of presenting a dramatized live crib in Áras Chrónain
	14/11/05
	€600


Arts contribution is being made to the following groups

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of application
	Amount



	
	Deansrath Community College 

New Nangor Road

Clondalkin

Dublin 22
	Production of a SC of Music and Song
	29/8/05
	€1,000

	
	Clondalkin Camera Club


	Annual Photographic exibtition
	11/11/05
	€400


A Contribution is being made to the following :

	Ref:
	Name

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	Kenneth Byrne,

44 Alpine Heights,

Clondalkin,

Dublin 22.


	Contribution  -towards participating in a race “Yukon Artic Ultra” 100 mile race.
	20/08/05
	€200


It was proposed by Councillor F. Mc Carthy, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor  T. Ridge  seconded by Councillor F. McCarthy and RESOLVED: 
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 22nd November 2005 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
 (C/0763/05)
STANDING COMMITTEES – ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, 24TH NOVEMBER 2005 
Calendar of Meeting Dates
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

2nd January – 3rd March 2006

The following Draft Calendar is now before the Members for APPROVAL:

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 2nd  January
	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 3rd  January
	
	
	

	Wed. 4th  January
	
	
	

	Thurs. 5th  January
	
	
	

	Fri. 6th  January
	
	 
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 9th  January


	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	19/12/05

Business to Head of Corporate Services

	Tues.10th January
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services

Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00p.m.
	14/12/05

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)
20/12/05

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 11th January
	
	
	

	Thurs. 12th January
	
	
	

	Fri. 13th January
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 22/12/05
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 16th January
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	03/01/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 17th January


	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m – 5.30 p.m.
	04/01/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 18th January
	
	
	

	Thurs. 19th January
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (In Committee)
	1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	06/01/06

Business to Head of Corporate Services

	Fri. 20th  January
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 11/01/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 23rd January
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	10/01/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 24th January
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	11/01/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 25th January
	Deputations
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 26th January
	
	
	

	Fri. 27th January
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by  17/01/06

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 30th  January
	
	
	

	Tues. 31st January
	
	
	

	Wed. 1st  February
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	23/12/05

Business to Director of Environmental Services

	Thurs. 2nd February
	Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	03/01/06

Business to Director of Housing

	Fri. 3rd February
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 6 th February
	
	
	

	Tues. 7 th February
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	25/01/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 8th February
	Sports, Recreation, Community Development Strategic Policy Committee.
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	09/01/06

Business to Director of Community Services

	Thurs. 9th February
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	10/01/06

Business to Director of Transportation

	Fri. 10th February
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by  01/02/06

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 13th February
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	31/01/06

Business to Head of Corporate Services

	Tues. 14th February
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	01/02/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 15th February
	Economic Development (Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	16/01/06

Business to Director of Economic Development

	Thurs. 16th February
	Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	17/01/06

Business to Director of Community Services

	Fri. 17th February
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 20th February
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	07/02/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 21st  February
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	08/02/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed.  22nd February
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.


	

	Thurs. 23rd February
	
	
	

	Fri. 24th February
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by  15/02/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 27th February
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	14/02/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 28th  February
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	15/02/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed.  1st March
	
	
	

	Thurs. 2nd March
	
	
	

	Fri. 3rd March
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 21/02/06
The Manager reminded the Members that both Terenure / Rathfarnham Area Committees would meet on the same day in January.”
The calendar was APPROVED.

(C/0764/005)
REPORT OF THE ENVIRONMENT SPC, 9/11/05
The report by the Manager, which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“REPORT OF ENVIRONMENT SPC HELD ON WEDNESDAY 

9TH NOVEMBER 2005

The Environment Strategic Policy Committee met on Wednesday 9th November.  At the start of the meeting, standing orders were suspended to allow the Director to report on the current situation in relation to the Council’s Green Waste Centre at Esker Lane, Lucan.

Reports were also considered on the following:

(a)
Provision of Litter Bins

The following motion was tabled by Councillor F. McCarthy at the February meeting of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee and it was subsequently agreed that the matter would be referred to the Strategic Policy Committee for discussion:

“
“That this Committee calls upon the Manager to reconsider the policy whereby the Council does not provide litter bins within housing estates.  There are a great many estates within the Lucan, Palmerstown and Clondalkin areas that would greatly benefit from the positioning of litter bins within the estates.  Initially, bins could be placed in estates that have a large amount of through-pedestrian traffic using them on a daily basis, in particular those adjoining parks, schools and shops require such a service.”

There are approximately 800 litter bins in place and being serviced throughout South Dublin County (1 per 300 population).  The work is carried out by a team of four litter bin operatives under the supervision of an assistant foreman.  The assistant foreman also oversees the running of the road sweeping contract on behalf of the Council.  Each litter bin operative has his own side loading truck and each collects approximately fifty tonnes of waste per year from litter bins.  The Budget for 2005 provides for the continuation of the service as it is currently delivered allowing for a moderate increase in the overall number of litter bins.

The request to extend the provision of litter bins into housing estates raises questions of

(i)
Acceptance by local residents.

(ii)
Usage of litter bins.

(iii)
Cost of extending the service.

(i)
In the past, when litter bins were provided by residents themselves within housing estates, it is the Council’s experience that these were often subsequently removed following requests by residents.  Most householders do not welcome a litter bin near their house as it may attract unauthorised dumping.

(ii)
It is already policy of the Council to position litter bins in areas where there are high concentrations of people at shops, school gates and bus stops where usage is optimised and also where there can be supervision to discourage dumping etc.

(iii)
The expenditure on the litter bin service constitutes a major portion of the annual budget provided for running the Council’s Cleansing Unit.  The introduction of litter bins into housing estates could lead to a doubling of the number of bins being serviced in the County if housing estates were to be fully and properly serviced in this manner.  This of course would require an increase in operatives and vehicles from four to eight, an increase in litter bins from 800 at present to somewhere in the region of 1,500/1,600 and a doubling of the cost of operating the service.  The purchase and installation of new litter bins in housing estates in the medium term would also give rise to a substantial additional cost, over and above the ongoing increased servicing costs.

For the reasons outlined above, it is recommended to the Committee that the litter bin service is not extended to housing estates.”

Update to Report

Following presentation of the above report to the SPC on 4th May, it was requested that the Council’s policy in relation to the provision of litter bins be re-examined.   It should be noted that under the Litter Pollutions Acts 1997 to 2003 it is the duty of the occupier of each individual household to keep their front garden and the footpath and grass verge outside their house free of litter.  Failure to do so is an offence punishable by a fine or prosecution.  This also applies to shops and businesses.

The resources currently available to the Council for litter bin servicing are: 4 Litter Bin Operatives and the Handcart Operatives in villages and neighbourhoods.  The growth in population and development in South Dublin County is placing more and more pressure on these limited resources.  While it may be considered within the Budget 2006 to extend the number of bins provided by assigning additional operatives to empty them, it is the policy of the Council to eliminate litter by encouraging responsible behaviour through awareness and enforcement and also by encouraging residents and community groups to control the litter in their own areas.

South Dublin County Council is willing to consider in exceptional cases the installation of litter bins in a limited number of locations in housing estates where there is through pedestrian traffic going to and from shops, parks or schools.

However, having regard to the legislative responsibilities and the resources available it remains the recommendation to the Committee that the litter bin service is not extended to housing estates in general. 
(b)
Clean Up of Laneways

Assuming the laneways mentioned are not County laneways but urban ones that run along the backs of rows of houses giving access to the backgardens and garages, it is the policy of South Dublin County Council to clean up these laneways on a regular basis within budgetary constraints.  When the Council is notified of dumping on these laneways, the local Anti Litter Warden checks the site to see if any evidence can be collected as to who did the dumping.  If evidence is found fines are issued and prosecutions are taken in the case of serious offences.  Either way, the Cleansing Unit removes the dumped material as soon as possible and takes it to a licensed waste facility for disposal.

The Council encourages the residents in housing estates with laneways to remove the light litter themselves and will provide bags, gloves etc. on request.  Residents are also encouraged to be vigilant and to report anybody found dumping to the Gardai and the Anti Litter Warden by noting the registration number of any vehicle used to transport waste for illegal dumping.

(c)
Beautiful South Dublin County Competition

On Wednesday 19th October in the County Hall, Tallaght, Mayor Thérèse Ridge  presented the awards in the first Beautiful South Dublin County/Ath Cliath Theas go Deas competition This competition is a development of the former Tidy Districts awards with increasing emphasis on sustainability and care of the environment.

One hundred and fifteen entries were received from resident groups, businesses, youth groups, hotels, pubs and business parks.

The objectives of Beautiful South Dublin County are


Making South Dublin County a better and a greener place


Encouraging an appreciation of our Environment


Developing Teamwork & Community Spirit

Prizes presented to winners in the various categories are pottery plates produced by the pottery at Stewarts Hospital, Plamerstown.  This partnership with Stewarts Hospital will continue next year when the Council commissions the crafts section to prepare special wall hangings.

“This is a very important competition as it recognises those in the community who make an effort and create a Beautiful county. I am delighted with the number of entries and there is no doubt but that the County is improving year on year” said  Mayor Therese Ridge.

At the ceremony, The Mayor also officially launched a schools competition sponsored by South Dublin County Council highlighting the issues facing the environment targeting Primary, secondary schools and a special project for Transition years.


Primary schools - Reduce Reuse Recycle – 


Secondary schools – Your Environment now and how to make it better


Transition Year – Litter – make it go away.

Attached is the list of winners of the 2004 competition.

Beautiful South Dublin County

Áth Cliath Theas go Deas

2005 Award Winning List

Commercial Category

Industrial Unit

CityWest Business Campus

Shop Front


Mc Donalds Restaurant, Clondalkin

Pub Front


Palmerstown House

Hotel


Finnstown Country House Hotel

Shopping Complex

Liffey Valley Centre


Filling Station

Grange Castle Service Station, Clondalkin

Residential Category

001-100 houses

Runner up


Dunawley Residents Association

Winner


Templeroan Park Residents Association

101-200

Runner up


Sarsfield Park Residents Association

Winner


Eden Estate

201-300

Runner up


Keep Balrothery Beautiful

Winner


Monastery Estate Residents Association

301 and over

Runner up


Killinarden Estate Environment Group

Winner
 

Castle Park Residents Association

Residential Caravan Park
Owendoher Haven, Rathfarnham

Best street


Birchwood Drive, Springfield 

Garden

3rd prize


56 Castle Lawns

2nd prize


19 Kingswood Castle

1st prize


49 Sarsfield Park

Floral Display

Jobstown Environment Group

Community Environment Award

Runner up



Fettercairn Estate Management

Winner



Firhouse Parish Co-ordinating Group

Junior Environment Project

Moorefield Environment Youth Project

Village



Lucan Community Council

Overall winner of the Beautiful South Dublin County/Áth Cliath Theas go Deas Is Monastery Estate, Clondalkin.

(d)
Junk Collection Policy 

1.0
 Background

The 2005 junk collection is currently under way, having started on September 22nd and it is due to be completed in mid December this year.  There are approximately 21,000 houses included on the schedule for 2005, compared to the 18,365 houses collected from in 2004.  This report will give an outline of the key information and data relating to this service and will highlight the policy issues that need to be addressed at this time.

The junk collection is organised by the Cleansing Section, using a combination of permanent and temporary staff and both hired in and Council owned plant.  This year ten temporary staff have been recruited for the provision of this service and along with five or six permanent staff they make up the junk collection squad at present.  Up to the year 2003 the service was provided to approximately 10,000 houses per year on a once in five years basis.  This cost about €130,000 per year to run.  In 2003 for the first time the service was provided to all houses in the County’s four RAPID neighbourhoods, viz Fettercairn, Jobstown, Killinarden and North Clondalkin (see section 4.0 for explanation regarding RAPID areas)   This resulted in the service being provided to a total of 16,411 houses at a total cost of €242,071 in 2003.  In 2004 the service was again provided to all RAPID areas and an additional 10,000 houses.  The number of houses included in 2004 was 18,369 and the total cost was €470,205.  In 2005 approximately 21,000 houses have been included on the schedule and it is expected to cost about €450,000. 
2.0
Tonnage

In 2003, a total of 1,186 tonnes of waste was presented for collection by the 16,411 houses that received the service in that year.  In 2004 a total of 1,560 tonnes of waste was presented by 18,369 houses.  This represents an increase of close to 20 per cent in the amount of waste presented by each house on the schedule.  It is very difficult to understand how this situation arose when approximately 9,000 of the houses included in the 2004 collection (in the RAPID areas) had also received the service in 2003 and should have shown a noticeable reduction in the amount of waste presented.  

It is too early at this time to do a comprehensive analysis or comparison of 2005 tonnages against 2004, however over the first six weeks of the service tonnages appear to have remained high.  The Council has collected 580 tonnes of waste to date and expect to collect approximately 1,600 tonnes in total.  The cost to dispose of that amount of waste is approximately €272,000 and in fact it is the waste disposal element that utilises by far the largest portion of the budget for providing the junk collection service.

3.0
Costs

The cost of provision of the junk collection service increased sharply in both the 2003 and the 2004 years due to the following ; (i) the expansion of the service to the RAPID areas on a yearly basis starting from 2003, (ii) a major increase in 2004 in the rate per tonne for disposal of waste which was available to the Council, and (iii) a major increase in the tonnage of waste left for collection by households.  Cost per household to provide the collection in 2004 was approximately €26 (€470,205 to collect from 18,369 houses), while the unit costs are expected to drop in 2005 to about €22 resulting from the savings due in relation to collection of waste electrical goods (see below) and a small reduction in waste disposal costs.   

3.1
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE)

Since July 2004 it has been possible for the Council to recycle fridges and freezers free of charge through the nationally operated All Island contract.  Since August 2005 it has been possible to recycle all electrical goods presented for junk collection free of charge through WEEE Ireland.  WEEE Ireland is an industry body approved in accordance with the Regulations and WEEE Ireland is required to accept these items free of charge for recycling and disposal.  This has given a saving of approximately €40,000 per year in junk collection, however this saving has been cancelled out by the increase in costs arising from the number of houses receiving the schedule and the quantity of waste they place out for collection.

3.2
Cost Recovery

There is no charge levied at present for provision of junk collections.  This is obviously in conflict with the polluter pays principle and national waste policy.  Consideration should be given at some time in the future to the introduction of a charge for this service.  As mentioned above the unit cost for the service provided in 2004 was about €26 per house and this is expected to come down to about €22 this year for reasons already mentioned.  A flat charge does not fully implement the polluter pays principle and is obviously unfair to those who under-use the service, and generous to anyone who takes full advantage of the service and leaves out large amounts of waste (see photos).  A pay per item system could be considered whereby households would be charged for the exact items they leave out for collection.  If a charge was to be introduced, it would enable a further review to take place regarding the frequency of provision of the service and the numbers of houses that can be serviced in any one year.

4.0
RAPID neighbourhoods

The RAPID Scheme (Revitalising Areas through Planning, Infrastructure and Development) was put in place by central Government in February 2001 and there are four areas in South Dublin County which have been designated as RAPID areas.  This designation is based on a number of criteria, and the purpose of the scheme was to seek to address disadvantage by fast-tracking and prioritising developments and services in these areas.  As already mentioned, the approximate 9,000 houses in the County’s four RAPID areas have been receiving a junk collection every year since 2003.  Along with these a further 12,000 houses in 2005 are scheduled for collection (compared with 10,000 in 2004).  An analysis for the 2004 collection data shows that there was approximately 33% more waste collected per household in the RAPID areas than in non-RAPID areas and a correspondingly higher cost to provide the service in the RAPID areas also.  This was following 2003 when the RAPID areas had all received a collection in that year for the first time.  It will be interesting to see if tonnages decrease in the RAPID areas this year, the third year of the provision of an annual collection.  The figures available to date which include the Clondalkin and Brookfield RAPID areas shows the tonnage collected has dropped very slightly compared to the 2004 figures, however it has in general remained very high when compared to the 2003 figures.

5.0
Frequency of collections

The RAPID areas are currently provided with a collection every year, and this caters for close to 9,000 houses.  The remaining 70,000 houses (or more) in the County are currently provided a collection on a five year rotating basis.  It is proposed to provide the collection to an additional 12,000 houses in 2005 along with the 9,000 in RAPID areas.  The increase in numbers this year has been made possible by the reduction in unit costs (see item 3.1 re. WEEE above) and the provision of an adequate budget sum.  In the three years 2003 to 2005 a total of 30,000 houses (an average of 10,000 per year) over and above the RAPID areas will have received the service.  If this trend continues over a five year period then 50,000 houses will have been serviced alongside the RAPID areas, and it will take around seven years to service all of the 70,000 non RAPID houses (this number is of course increasing every year).  It is clear that a large number of houses, possibly as many as 20,000, are not on the junk collection system and have never received the service.  This number is made up of both new housing estates that have not required the service to date and older well established estates that have never requested the service.  As these areas seek to be included in the system and to be provided with a junk collection service it will inevitably put pressure on the commitment to provide a collection once every five years, and in fact this has already been evident this year.

6.0
Timing of collections

In recent years the junk collection has been provided during the months of September, October, November and stretching into December in the last two years.  Recruitment of temporary staff has been facilitated as temporary staff taken on in other sections for the Summer months have been moved across to the cleansing section for the duration of the junk collection.  It may be possible to arrange for junk collections earlier in the calender year with recruitment arrangements put in place much earlier to facilitate this.  Collections could take place over the months of June to August, or alternatively April to June.  Collections in the Summer months would appear to have the draw back that a percentage of households may miss the collections due to holidays.  Also the fact that children will be on holidays from school may make the completion of collections more difficult for the Council’s staff, for health and safety reasons. 

(e)
The Nomination of Appointees to the Eastern River Basin Advisory Council

At the Environment SPC meeting held on 23rd September 2004, a presentation was made on the Eastern River Basin Development Project, by Mr Ciaran Fitzgerald of SCM Consulting Engineers.

Following the presentation and related discussion, it was noted that nominations were invited to hold two places on the Eastern River Basin District Advisory Council.  Ms Connie Kiernan (representative of the Community Forum) was nominated and subsequent to the meeting, Councillor Guss O’Connell has also been nominated.

Dublin City Council is the lead authority in the Dublin Region for this River Basin District and in October 2005, they have indicated that it is now proposed to formally establish the Advisory Council.  Accordingly it is recommended that the SPC re-confirm the nominations of Ms Connie Kiernan and Councillor Guss O’Connell, and that the nominations be advised to Dublin City Council.

The above reports can be viewed on Members.net under Agenda Items on the Environment SPC on 9th November 2005.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0765/05) 
REPORT OF THE HOUSING & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT SPC, 10/11/05

The reports by the Manager which were circulated were CONSIDERED:

(a) Minutes of Housing and Social Development SPC – 8th Sept. 05

“MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE  HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY, 8th SEPTEMBER, 2005  at 5.30pm.

PRESENT:
Members



Officials



Cllr. Marie Corr (Chairperson)
             P. Poole (Director of Services)



Cllr. Cathal King



J. Quinlivan



Cllr. Eamon Maloney


M. Fagan



Cllr. Marie Ardagh


M. O Shaughnessy








E. O'Gorman








L. Hannon



Roderick Smyth

Apologies: 
Cllr. R. Dowds

Cllr. T. Gilligan

Cllr. J. Hannon




Cllr. R. Dowds




Cllr T. McDermott




Ms. Margaret Deaton

1.
Minutes

The Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 5th May were proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh and seconded by Roderick Smyth.

2.
Matters Arising

The seminar on Housing for Single Men went ahead on 27th May, 2005.

Application forms for Disabled Persons Grants/Essential Repair Grants had gone for updating but are not currently ready for this Strategic Policy Committee.

3.
Finding of Housing Needs Assessment

John Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer, presented the results of the Housing Needs Assessment as carried out on 31st March, 2005.

Contributions were made by Councillors C. King and E. Maloney.

It was agreed that John Quinlivan would meet with the Councillors if they needed any further clarification on the findings of the report.

4.
Update on Review of Scheme of Letting Priorities

John Quinlivan presented his report to the Committee.

It was agreed that the presentation of the draft scheme will be deferred until the next meeting of this SPC in three months time.

John Quinlivan invited any submissions on the proposal to be emailed directly to him prior to the meeting of the next SPC.

Contributions were made by Councillor M. Corr who urged the SPC to hand in submissions so this item of business can be passed at the next meeting and Councillor Marie Ardagh who thanked John Quinlivan for the report.

John Quinlivan offered to circulate the minutes to the whole SPC to get feedback.

5.
Differential Rent Scheme

Philomena Poole, Director of Housing, spoke on this.

Philomena Poole explained it was a rent review, it was an Executive function and it would be ready in time for the estimates meeting.

A contribution was made by Roderick Smyth.  It was agreed to educate SDCC rent payers on the reviewed scheme.

6.
Affordable Housing Schemes

Mary O'Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer spoke on this. 

Mary O'Shaughnessy proposed changes with regards to the allocation of housing under the Affordable Housing Scheme.  The recommendation is to use a lottery type system whereby applicants can specify certain development that they are interested in purchasing and a computer generated process will pick interested parties from the applicants, it is hoped that this proposal will reduce the amount of housing offers being rejected.

Contributions were made by Councillor Ardagh and King.

Philomena Poole answered their queries.

Councillor Corr wished to acknowledge the success and the hardwork of the Housing  Department on this project.

Councillor Maloney also acknowledged that this was a difficult experience.

The proposal of changes to the current allocation of housing through the Affordable Housing Scheme was agreed.

7.
A.S.B.O.'s

Councillor King made a request that the Coalition Against A.S.B.O.'s and a representative of the Department of Justice be invited to a Special Meeting of the SPC to have a debate on the issues of A.S.B.O.'s

A Special Meeting of the SPC was requested.

Contributions were made by Councillor Corr, Roderick Smyth, Councillor Maloney & Ardagh.

It was agreed that an assessment of the current Governmental situation about the legislation surrounding A.S.B.O.'s be taken nearer to the time of the next SPC meeting before this issue can be listed as an item on the next agenda.

8.
A.O.B.

Councillor Ardagh asked was the sub-letting of housing units a problem for South Dublin County Council.

John Quinlivan responded to the query by saying the issue comes up for time to time, it wasn't a huge problem is just arises and when the Council know about a case we act quickly on it.

Meeting concluded at 6.50pm”
(b)  
REPORT ON THE MEETING OF THE HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 10TH NOVEMBER, 2005

The report by the Manager, which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“1.
Report on the Rental Allowance Scheme.

A report on the Rental Accommodation Scheme was given by M. Fagan. Following the report, a discussion followed, with contributions from Councillors Corr, Dowds, Ardagh and King, and by B. Joyce. M. Fagan replied to questions and agreed to deal with any subsequent queries from the Committee directly through his office.

2.
Report on the Review of the Application Form for D.P.G. and E.R.G.

A report was given by J. Quinlivan on the Review of the Application Form for D.P.G. and E.R.G. applications. Mr Quinlivan reported that draft forms have been circulated and that a proposed information pack was with the Social Inclusion Unit for their input. Comments on the draft forms were submitted by Councillors Ardagh, Hannon and Maloney, which were noted. A further report will be brought before the next meeting of the Housing S.P.C.

3.
Report on the proposed Review of the Scheme of Letting Priorities.

A report was given, by J. Quinlivan, on the proposed review of the Scheme of
 Letting Priorities.  
Copies of the report from the S.P.C. sub Committee were circulated, and following discussion, to which all present contributed, the report was welcomed. The chair thanked the members of the sub Committee for their efforts to produce the Scheme review and proposed that – 

“The Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee recommends that the draft Scheme of Letting Priorities, as outlined in the report be adopted by the full Council.”

The proposal was agreed, and resolved, by all of the Members of the Committee present.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

DRAFT SCHEME OF LETTING PRIORITIES

The purpose of this Scheme of Letting Priorities is to provide a means of determining the order of priority to be afforded in the letting of Council dwellings to persons whose need for accommodation has already been established by the Council through their inclusion in the most recent assessment of housing needs or their acceptance afterwards for inclusion in the next such assessment.

Part 1: Consideration of Applications for Social Housing

1.
Applicants, other than those applicants applying for overall priority, will be considered based on date of application. Applicants who applied under the previous Scheme of Letting Priorities will retain order of priority granted under the previous scheme with all subsequent applications made under the operation of this Scheme being added to the list in order of date of application.

2.
The Council may, by resolution, from time to time, set aside for persons of such category or categories as the authority may decide, a proportion of the dwellings becoming available to the authority for letting and priority shall be afforded to the specified categories in the letting of these dwellings.  In general, allocations to categories of applicants will be made on the basis of reflecting the percentage of applications made up of those categories of applicants.

3.
Nothing in the Scheme shall prevent the Manager making an allocation or granting a 

transfer in emergency circumstances.

4.
In the case of equality of date of application, the final decision will be made by the Manager who will have regard to all the circumstances including the size of the families involved.

5.
Applicants who, without a satisfactory explanation, refuse two consecutive offers of a local authority dwelling, will have their application closed. In such circumstances the applicant may not re-apply for a period of one year from the date of second refusal.

6.
Applicants must be aged 18 or over and must have permission to reside in the State.

7.
The Council will operate a Financial Contribution Scheme where Older Persons who are owners of private dwellings and who find their existing dwelling too large for their needs, may apply for accommodation in designated Older Persons Dwellings subject to the payment of a financial contribution scheme as follows:

Applicant’s Age



Financial Contribution 

50-54 years (on medical grounds only)
1/2 of net proceeds of sale

55-69 years




1/3 of net proceeds of sale

70-79 years




1/4 of net proceeds of sale

80 years and over



1/5 of net proceeds of sale
Applicants under this section will not be prioritised ahead of Older Persons on the Housing or Transfer Lists but will be included on the list from the date of approval.  Applicants under this section must offer their existing dwelling to the Council for purchase in the first instance.

8.
On the death of a tenant, the tenancy may be transferred to the tenant’s spouse or to a member of the tenant’s family normally resident, i.e. included on the rent assessment for a minimum of two years, in the dwelling at the date of the tenant’s death, subject to consideration for the accommodation needs of the person(s) applying to succeed to the tenancy.

Priority Status

In certain circumstances, overall priority will be given to applicants that satisfy the following criteria. Priority will be granted in the order shown and subject to the availability of suitable accommodation at the time:

(i)
Families or persons living in dangerous premises on whom a requisition under Section 3 (9) of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act, 1964 has been served.

(ii)
Displacement (resulting from acts of the Local Authority).

(iii)
Families or persons rendered homeless through no fault of their own. A person shall be regarded by a housing authority as being homeless for the purposes of this Act if: 

(a) there is no accommodation available which, in the opinion of the authority, he/she, together with any other person who normally resides with him/her or who might reasonably be expected to reside with him/her, can reasonably occupy or remain in occupation of, or

(b) he/she is living in a hospital, County home, night shelter, or other such institution and is so living because he/she has no accommodation of the kind referred to in paragraph (a), and he/she, in the opinion of the authority, unable to provide accommodation from his/her own resources.

(iv)
Families or persons evicted through no fault of their own on foot of a Court Order who are not in a financial position to provide their own housing.

(v)
Exceptional medical/compassionate grounds.

(vi)
Persons aged 55 or over

Applicants with overall priority will be given priority over other applicants in the letting of available accommodation in the order of priority indicated above.

Where priority for housing accommodation is claimed on grounds consisting of or including medical grounds, regard shall be had to the report of the Council’s Medical Advisors.

Transfer List

Tenants may be placed on the Transfer List for consideration for a Transfer to any dwelling within a Housing Area of their choice subject to the following conditions:

•
Minimum two years tenancy in existing dwelling.

•
Clear rent account – this condition may be waived on exceptional compassionate grounds.

•
Compliance with terms of tenancy during existing tenancy.

•
Dwelling inspected and found to be in satisfactory condition

Applications will be accepted for inclusion on the Transfer list on the basis of the following criteria only and considered on the basis of date of application:

(a) Exceptional medical/compassionate grounds (Regard to be had for report from Council’s Medical Advisors/Housing Welfare Officers as appropriate)

(b) On grounds of anti-social behaviour where a Garda Superintendent has stated that there is a risk to personal safety

(c) Older Persons (aged 55 or over) downsizing accommodation

(d) Transfer applicants downsizing to the specific unit size of accommodation that matches their need according to section 8 of Part 2 of this Scheme.

(e) Overcrowding

(f) Tenants other than those in categories (c) and (d) above downsizing accommodation to make better use of housing stock

Transfer applicants under criteria (a) to (d) above will be prioritised.

Mutual Transfers 

Mutual transfers will be facilitated where the following criteria are met:

•
Clear rent account – this condition may be waived on exceptional compassionate grounds.

•
Compliance with terms of tenancy during existing tenancy.

•
Acceptance of both parties to occupy dwellings in existing condition

The Council will maintain a register of tenants who have requested to be included on such a register for the purpose of seeking a Mutual Transfer.  Register to be circulated to all such tenants included.

Tenants of other housing authorities will considered for mutual transfers with tenants of the Council subject to conditions agreed upon by both authorities and will also be included on the Register of Tenants for Mutual Transfer upon request.

Part 2

APPLICATION RULES AND GENERAL PROCEDURES RELATING TO THE SCHEME OF LETTING PRIORITIES

The following considerations will apply where applications are received by the Council for inclusion in the assessment of housing needs.

1.
Applicants residing outside the functional area of the Council may to such extent (if

any), as the Council considers appropriate, be included in the assessment of housing needs.  

2.
Applicants will be considered for housing accommodation only where the Council is satisfied that their financial or other circumstances are such as to render it impossible, without hardship for them to provide adequate accommodation from their own resources.

Applicants whose household income exceeds the maximum income limit to be eligible for a local authority house purchase loan under the Housing Acts (e.g. single person’s limit, Shared Ownership Scheme) will not be considered.

Income will be assessed on the basis of applicants P60s for the preceding tax year where appropriate.

Applicants who qualify for Affordable Housing, Shared Ownership or other such scheme will not be eligible for inclusion on the Housing list.

Any other special financial circumstances of a housing applicant may also be taken into account in calculating household income.

3.
Where applicants are owners or joint owners of dwellings, or tenants or joint tenants of local authority dwellings, but are not living in these dwellings owing to marital problems, such applicants may be considered for housing accommodation if a legal separation has been entered into, or in comparable circumstances at the discretion of the Manager, and the Council is satisfied with the housing provision of the agreement, and where it would not be possible for such applicants, due to financial or other circumstances, to provide adequate accommodation from their own resources.

4.
Each complete application shall be recorded when received.  If eligible for inclusion in the assessment of housing need applicants will be placed on the appropriate list for accommodation most suitable to their needs.  

5.
The Manager shall decide on appropriate intervals at which to formally issue housing lists.  The Manager shall also decide on the appropriate closing date for receipt of applications in respect of the preparation of lists for the allocation of dwellings.  

6.
Applicants shall indicate in writing their preferred housing areas in order of choice.  Housing Areas will correspond with the five Electoral Areas of the County.  Applicants may be offered suitable accommodation within any estate within their chosen Housing Areas of Preference.

7.
In assessing homeless persons, the Council will have regard for recommendations from its Homeless Outreach Workers/Housing Welfare Officers who shall, in the course of investigating the circumstances of applicants for homeless priority, consult with relevant statutory and voluntary agencies as appropriate.

8.
The following minimum standards for bedroom accommodation will apply to lettings made by the Council

Single person or Couple

(Certain 1-bed units may be designated for older persons only)

1-bed

Lone Parent or Couple with 1 or 2 children



2-bed

Lone Parent or Couple with 3 or 4 children



3-bed

Lone Parent or Couple with 5 or more children



4-bed

In addition to these minimum standards, persons over 9yrs or two persons over 9yrs of the same sex will be considered for allocation of one bedroom. 

Applicants who are separated parents with partial custody/access arrangements will be eligible, upon production of relevant court records, for an additional bedroom.

9.
Single adults with no dependants who have accommodation available to them in their family home will not be considered for Council housing except where priority status has been granted.

10.
Applicants will be required to complete the Council’s Pre-Tenancy Course before being allocated any accommodation.

11.
In order to examine and consider applications for housing accommodation, the Council may inspect and examine applicants’ housing circumstances and may require applicants to furnish documentary evidence to support their applications. 

An application shall be excluded from consideration if the applicant refuses access to the Council’s nominated Inspectors existing accommodation, supplies false information or withholds relevant information either on the application form or in subsequent interviews or inspections.

If an allocation is made on the basis of false, incorrect or out of date information, such allocation will subsequently be rescinded and the offer withdrawn or if a tenancy has already been created in such circumstances, such tenancy will be terminated.

12.
The Council may disregard the accommodation an applicant is occupying where the Council has reason to believe that the applicant has deliberately or without good and sufficient reason remained in, or taken up occupation of, unsuitable accommodation primarily to improve the prospects of obtaining local authority housing.

13.
Applicants who take up illegal occupation of a local authority dwelling will not be considered for a tenancy of a dwelling unless the dwelling the applicant occupies illegally is willingly surrendered to the Council in the same condition it was in prior to the illegal occupation.

14.
The Council may refuse to offer accommodation to an applicant due to refusal or failure by the applicant to disclose information either relevant to the application or required for good estate management purposes.

15.
Applicants will be investigated in accordance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions Act) 1997 and applicants involved in anti-social behaviour will not be considered for inclusion on the housing list for a period of one year.  Applicants engaging in Anti-Social Behaviour equivalent to Category A Status in the Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Policy will not be considered for inclusion on the housing list for a period of two years.  These periods will be subject to a rolling review process.

16.
Former local authority tenants who apply for re-housing will only be placed on the housing list if the following conditions are complied with:

• A period of one year has elapsed since the surrender of previous tenancy (may be waived in exceptional circumstances)

• The rent account on their previous tenancy is clear, or a satisfactory arrangement acceptable to the local authority is made to clear any arrears due and is maintained for a period of at least six months

• Compliance with the terms of tenancy was satisfactory during their previous tenancy.  

• Any costs that were incurred by the local authority in carrying out repairs to the tenant’s former dwelling which were the tenant’s responsibility must be refunded to the Council by the tenant in full, or a satisfactory arrangement is entered into to pay the cost of these repairs. Any such arrangement must be maintained for a period of at least six months.

17. Former local authority tenants that have previously been evicted may be recognised as having a housing need but will not be considered for inclusion on the housing list for a period of two years.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded Councillor K. Warren:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee dated 10th November 2005 be ADOPTED and APPROVED”
(C/0766/05)       REPORT OF THE SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT SPC, 16/11/05
The following reports by the Manager which had been circulated were CONSIDERED: 
(a) Minutes of Meeting of Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks SPC – 14th September 2005.
“Minutes of meeting of the Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee held on the 14th September 2005 in the Community Conference Room 
                                                      Attendance

Members



Officials

Cllr M Daly



P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr J Daly



M Coleman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr R Dowds


C Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent

Cllr D Keating

Cllr F McCarthy

Cllr J Neville

Cllr K Warren

Cllr A White

J Coghlan

C Johnston

A Shields

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. M. Daly presided.

1.
Minutes of meeting of 11th May 2005 – Agreed.

2.
Matters Arising – no matters arising.

3.
County Play Policy – Update report noted.  

It was noted that consultations with various Departments of the Council.  on the development of a Play Policy were still ongoing through the internal Working Group. 

Members raised the following matters in relation to a Play Policy which were discussed;

•
Insurance and maintenance of playgrounds

•
Health & Safety matters

•
Funding for RAPID areas

•
Funding in the Council Budget

•
Play Policy vision for a number of years ahead

•
Appointment of members of the SPC to the Working Group

Following further discussions it was agreed that An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. M. Daly would represent the Committee on the Working Group and that a Meeting of the Group would be arranged as soon as possible with a view to making early progress on the finalisation of a Play Policy.  

4.
Parks Bye-Laws – Proposed Revisions – Update

A further draft of the revised Parks Bye-Laws was presented to the Committee.  M. Coleman and C. Boylan gave details of the main changes since the previous meeting.  It was noted that the revised draft Bye-Laws provide for the imposition of a ‘Fixed Payment Notice’ requiring the payment of an ‘on the spot’ fine of €125 for contravention of the Bye-Laws, as opposed to the commission of an offence provision which was more cumbersome to administer.  Following discussion the Committee agreed that the draft Bye-Laws should now be submitted to the Law Agent for examination and then to proceed to the public consultation process.

5.
New Works – Progress Report

A progress report on the main infrastructure projects which come within the Committee’s remit was presented and noted.

6.
Strategy to prevent vandalism to trees

A report on this matter which was prepared by C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent was circulated to the members.  The members raised a number of issues to which C. Boylan responded.  

It was agreed to list the 2005/06 Aboricultural Programme on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee.

7.
Any Other Business

•
Water Leisure Strategy – it was agreed to list this item on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee

•
Advertisement campaign to discourage Bonfires – recommended to be undertaken. Timing of junk collections also referred to.

(b) Report of meeting of the Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee held on the 16th November 2005 in the Community Conference Room

                                                      Attendance

Members



Officials

Cllr M Daly



P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr J Daly



C Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent

Cllr D Keating


M Coleman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr F McCarthy


G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer

Cllr J Neville

Cllr C Tyndall

Cllr K Warren

J Coghlan

C Johnston

A Pilkington

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Mark Daly presided.

1.
Minutes of meeting of the 14th September – Agreed.

2.
Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on Agenda.

3.
New Works – Update

An update report on new works which come within the remit of the Committee, which had been circulated, was noted.  Issues raised included: -

•
Graffiti in Tymon Playground

•
Staff for the new Knockmitten Community Centre

•
Completion of dressing rooms at the Centre

C. Boylan and M. Coleman responded to the issues raised.

4.
County Play Policy – Update

An update report on the Council’s proposed County Play Policy which had been circulated was summarised by G. Fitzgibbon.  It was agreed to include a submission from J. Coghlan, Committee Member, as part of the discussion on this matter.

It was agreed that every effort should be made to encourage the provision of playgrounds in schools and play markings in housing estates.  It was also suggested that Play Policies from other Local Authorities should be examined for possible further input into the Policy. C. Boylan and G. Fitzgibbon responded to the various matters raised  by the Members.

The Members praised the draft document and urged that it should be processed for approval as quickly as possible.  

M. Coleman stated that the draft Play Policy would now be forwarded to the Law Agent for his observations and that it would then be processed through the Area Committees and the public consultation process before being submitted to the Council for final adoption.

5.   Water Leisure Strategy

A report on the Council’s Water Leisure Strategy which had been circulated was discussed.  

Some members stated that the Council’s Water Leisure Strategy was now five year old and that no progress had yet been made on the provision of a swimming pool in Lucan.  P. Smith referred to the circulated report and stated that when the Water Leisure Strategy was adopted it provided a framework for the provision of  new swimming pools in the County.  The Council was currently well on its way towards the provision of two pools and through no fault of it’s own no progress had been made by the Council to date on the Public Private Partnership aspect of the Strategy. He stated that the Council had made representations to the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism on a number of occasions regarding the provision of a swimming pool at Lucan vis-a-viz PPP arrangements etc and would continue to do so following the review of the Department’s grant aid programme which is currently being finalized.  He said it was open to the Committee to recommend a review of the Strategy.  

Following further discussion it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed.

6.   Aboricultural Programme 2005/06

      C. Boylan provided a summary report on the forthcoming Aboricultural              

      Programme and responded to matters raised by the members.

7.   Any Other Business

       An Cathaoirleach raised the issue of the Tallaght Stadium and suggested that it 

       should be listed for discussion on the agenda for the next meeting of the

       Committee. 

       The meeting concluded at 7 pm.”
It was AGREED take Motion No. 5 in conjunction with this item.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That the Manager would please outline in detail the newer and most recent efforts made by South Dublin County Council in order to ensure that all Swimming Pools are provided to communities as outlined in the earlier Water Leisure Strategy Report and that the Manager would specifically outline what new efforts are being made to provided Swimming Pools to communities where the earlier preferred option of a Public Private Partnership arrangement has to date failed.”
REPORT: 
“A new swimming pool at Jobstown Park, Tallaght is currently under construction by the Council. Grant aid in the sum of €3.8m has been approved by the Department of Arts Sport and Tourism towards this project. It is expected that the development of this swimming pool will be completed by Autumn 2006.

A tender has been approved by the Council for the development of a new Swimming Pool at Clondalkin and the necessary documentation in connection with the Council’s application for grant aid, already approved, has  been forwarded to the Department of Arts Sport and Tourism. It is expected that the development of this pool will commence in early 2006.

The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism, Swimming Pool grant aid  programme has been closed to new applications since 31st July 2000.

The Council has regularly raised the issue of the development of a swimming pool in Lucan vis-a viz PPP arrangements etc, which is included in the Water Leisure Strategy, with the Department and the most recent response from the Department states as follows;

‘The current priority in relation to the Programme is to support the proposals currently on hand and new proposals for swimming pools are not being considered at this time. However the Department is carrying out an Expenditure Review on the Swimming Pool Programme, which is examining, among other things, how the programme has worked to date, the benefits which have occurred to the areas where pools have been built under the existing programme and what amendments, if any, are required to ensure the effective and efficient delivery of the programme. It is expected that this review will be completed by the end of the year.

On the completion of that review the question of re-opening the swimming pool programme to new projects will be considered taking into account the recommendations emanating from the review. Local Authorities will be notified if a decision is taken to re-open the Programme.’ 

The Department also stated in earlier correspondence that;

‘Government policy in relation to the Public Private Partnership process is co-ordinated by the Department of Finance with advice on individual projects available from the National Development Finance Agency.  It states that in general terms, Public Private Partnerships can be a useful vehicle in the provision of large scale infrastructure and amenities to address the needs of expanding communities.  Co-operation between local authorities and the private sector can act as a means of supplementing and expanding such facilities. However while it is open to local authorities to pursue this process in relation to any project which they intend to promote, it is now generally accepted that the scale of investment in a swimming pool project is not sufficiently large to support a formal PPP.’

The Department further reported that the Department of Finance confirmed that there were several considerations which would militate against a PPP approach in the programme and that pool projects do not strictly comply with the definition of a viable PPP in terms of scale and optimal transfer of risk to the private sector.

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed.

In this regard a report will be presented to the Council early in the New Year.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Cllrs. F. McCarthy, C. Keane, D. Keating, E. Tuffy, G. O’Connell, M. Daly, and S. Laing.  
The Manager responded to Members’ queries.
The reports were NOTED.
(C/0767/05) 
REPORT OF THE TRANSPORTATION SPC, 17/11/05
The reports by the Manager, which were circulated were CONSIDERED:

a) Minutes of Meeting of Transportation SPC, 15th September 2005.

“Minutes of Meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee

held on 15th September 2005 which were confirmed at the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 17th November 2005.

Present:

Elected Members:

Councillor S. Laing





Councillor C. Keane

Councillor D. Keating

Councillor F. McCarthy

Councillor M. Murphy    

Councillor S. O’Connor

Councillor E. Tuffy

Sectoral Interests:
Tom Newton, Community Forum

Council Officials:
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer. 

Mr. E. Cunningham, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer

Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer

Ms. H. Fallon, Senior Executive Officer 

Apologies Received:
Cllr Alex White

Massamba Nyamweenda ( Community Platform)

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Laing presided.

1.  
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 12th May 2005 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

2.
Transport Issues

Presentation by Mr T. Newton, Community Forum (including slides) setting out his groups position with regard to road, rail and bus issues in the Greater Dublin Area as well as South Dublin County Area.  In particular, the presentation included proposals for improving bus services in the City Centre (Quays area).

A detailed discussion followed in which al members participated.

Copy of presentation sent to Mr Owen Keegan, Director of Traffic.

3.
Cycles Lanes, Promotional Campaign and Maintenance of existing lanes

Councillor Stanley Laing introduced presentation on Blue Green Cycle Tracks by Paul Manimike, Executive Engineer, Roads Traffic Section on cycle track proposals in the County.  Councillor Laing noted the need for promotion of cycling and maintenance of cycle tracks.

Detailed discussion followed contributed to by all Members.


Councillor McCarthy and Keane referred to the need to encourage increased use of cycling by young people. Cllr Murphy referred in detail to the traffic problems associated with parents dropping children to school and requested a report on this issue with particular reference to the need for a pilot bus scheme.


Cllr Laing closed the meeting and indicated that discussion on cycling issues would continue at next meeting.

The Meeting concluded at 7.15pm”
(b) Report of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting 

      of 17th November, 2005.

“Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 15th September 2005 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

Mobility  Issues

Presentation was given by Mr. H. Hogan, Mobility Manager.

It was AGREED that a further report would be presented to a future Strategic Policy Committee Meeting in mid 2006.  

Traffic Calming

 Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer presented report

It was AGREED that a further report would be presented to the May 2006 Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting and that this report together with the current traffic calming request list would be circulated to the Area Committees.

School Bus Provision

 Presentation was given by Mr. E. Cunningham, Senior Executive Officer on statistics collated from school principals.  The statistics indicated there are in excess of 45,000 pupils attending the schools (Primary & Secondary) in the County.  A closer examination of individual schools in Oldbawn (2), Kilnamanagh (1) and Lucan (1) reveals that up to 80% of pupils come from adjoining estates.  There is no information available on the school destination of pupils from individual areas and in this regard it was AGREED to contact the County Statistics Officer to obtain such details.

The Meeting concluded at 7.15pm

Councillor S. Laing

Chairperson.”
The reports were NOTED.
(C/0768/05) 
REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) SPC, 30/11/05
The reports by the Manager, which were circulated were CONSIDERED:

(a) Minutes of Meeting of Economic Developmnent and Planning SPC – 21st September 05

“MINUTES OF MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 

21st SEPTEMBER 2005

Present:

Councillors




Sectoral Representatives

M. Daly





J. Byrne

T. Gillilgan





J. Fay

F. McCarthy







M. Murphy

Apology for inability to attend was received from Mr. N. O’Connor (Business Sector) 

Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 






OFFICIALS PRESENT

M. Kenny, Acting Director of Planning

H. Hogan, F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officers

P. Hogan, Senior Planner

K. Banks, Administrative Officer

EDP/12/05
Minutes

Minutes of meeting of 18th May 2005, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor. M. Daly.

Mr. J. Fay indicated that the date of publication of the Review of the Operation of the SPC’s was June 2004

The amendment was agreed and the minutes were APPROVED as a true record and signed 

EDP/13 / 05
TALLAGHT TOWN CENTRE PRE PLANNING CONSULTATION
Mr. P. Hogan gave a presentation of the proposals for a Tallaght Masterplan and informed the members that the document was at pre plan consultation stage at present and submissions should be made before the 14th October 2005.

Contributions to a lengthy discussion were made by Councillors M. Daly, M. Murphy, E. Walsh, F. McCarthy, T. Gilligan, E. Tuffy and J. Fay.  Mr. Hogan responded to queries raised and indicated that following the consultation stage a Local Area Plan would be prepared and presented to the Tallaght Area Committee initially and then the full Council.

EDP/14 /05

ALLOTMENTS
The following report on the provision of Allotments in South Dublin County was presented by Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer,

Policy SCR 26: Allotments of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan is as follows:

“It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the further development of allotments through the identification of appropriate sites

Existing allotments in the County are located on land which eventually will be developed for housing or other infrastructure. When this land is required for development purposes, the possibility of identifying alternative land to facilitate the present allotment holders will be examined. In the longer term it may be appropriate to consider allotments as a permanent feature in areas of the County. Such allotments are a feature in other European countries”

The South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010 also contains two Specific Local Objectives in relation to allotments, as follows:

Specific Local Objective 14.32

“Prior to the development of the existing allotment site at Lynch’s Lane, set aside a site in the general Lucan area for allotment plots to be run on a co-operative basis to replace the existing plots on the lands at Lynch’s Lane, in such a manner as will cause no discontinuity in the availability of plots to the plotholders”

Specific Local Objective 14..120

“Facilitate on former landfill site at Friarstown
(a) Development of allotments and

(b) New green materials recycling centre.”

In  accordance with the above the following report was presented to and noted by the elected members of South Dublin County Council at its meeting held on 12th September 2005:

“Provisions of Allotments in South Dublin County.

Background

The Council’s current allotment facility is located on Housing Lands at Lynches Lane east of the Outer Ring Road and north of the railway line. The facility was originally established at this location by Dublin City Council as the land was not immediately required for development purposes. South Dublin County Council became responsible for the allotments upon the transfer of Dublin City Council’s lands in South Dublin County to this authority.  The lands on which the allotments are located are zoned Residential in South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 - 2010.  Mindful of the impact of the zoning on existing allotments the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 also contains 2 Specific Local Objectives in relation to allotments. Specific Local Objectives 14.32 and 14.120 refer.  

As the land facilitating the existing allotments at Lynches Lane is now required for the Council Housing Construction Programme it is necessary to close these allotments from 30th November 2005. 

The Council has now identified 4 alternative sites throughout the County and are developing these to ensure that all plot holders in Lynches Lane will have an allotment available to them from 1st January 2006. 

Details of these locations and plot sizes are set out here under. 

Proposed Allotment Scheme.

South Dublin County Council now proposes to provide allotments as follows:

Location                                      No. of Allotments                                Plot Sizes

Tymon Park



12




100 sq.m

Corkagh Park


27




100 sq.m

Friarstown, Tallaght


  9




120 sq.m

Palmerstown


78




120 sq.m

AND (For plot holders requiring larger allotments)

Friarstown, Tallaght


24




250 sq.m 

Allotments will be allocated in the first instance to the Council’s current allotment holders at Lynches Lane in Clondalkin. Each allotment holder will be asked to confirm at which new facility they would prefer to be allocated a plot. Only one plot will be allocated per person. In the event that demand for an allotment at any one of the new facilities exceeds the number of allotments available at that facility then the following priorities will apply in order to determine the allocation of allotments. 

1. Resident of South Dublin County.

2. Length of time allotment has been held at Lynches Lane.

Allotments in these new facilities will be let at 40c per square metre per annum. A reduced rate of 25c per square metre per annum will be payable by persons in receipt of Old Age Pension or Unemployment Benefit. These rates will be reviewed on an annual basis. Allotments will be let under licence for an eleven month period with effect from 1st January, 2006. Each licence will be renewable on an annual basis provided that certain conditions have been complied with by the allotment holder, including the following:

1. That the licence fee has been paid.

2. That the allotment is used for the purpose of growing crops for private domestic use only.

3. That the allotment is used in a full and proper manner.

It should be noted that in addition to the existing 80 allotment holders in Lynches Lane there is a waiting list of in excess of 40 individuals who also wish to be allocated an allotment in the New Year.”

Contributions to the discussion were made by Councillors E. Tuffy, F. McCarthy, Mr. J. Fay and J. Byrne and they congratulated the Council on the work done on finding  alternative allotment sites .

The report was Noted.

EDP/15/05 
COUNTY GREEN ROUTE PROJECT

Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer, presented the following report on the County Green Route Project

“In compliance with Policy 7.8 of the County Development Plan 2004 -2010:

Policy – Cycling and Walking

 “It is the policy of the Council to promote and facilitate the development of cycling and walking facilities in the County and to ensure that all development facilitate access by foot and bicycle to public transport facilities and local services”

the Manager has set up an inter-departmental group from within the Council to examine a network of strategic cycle tracks and pedestrian routes throughout South Dublin County.

This group recommends a primary spine green route throughout the County consisting of 3 orbital routes and 3 radial routes with secondary routes linking places of employment, schools and leisure activities. The spine route is primarily a green pedestrian and cycle route.

Following agreement on the Spine Route it is intended to talk to Waterways Ireland to agree design details along the canal banks and to identify a location for a pilot project to demonstrate how best to develop the route.

Map indicating recommended Green Route circulated herewith.”

A contribution was made by Mr. J. Byrne and the report was Noted.

EDP/16 /05 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor E. Tuffy requested the members to submit topics which they wished considered by the Committee.

The meeting concluded at 7:10pm.”
(b)REPORT FROM MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2005

“The Economic Development and Planning SPC on 30th November 2005 was attended as follows:

Councillors




Sectoral Representatives

Eamon Tuffy (Chair)




Deirdre Mooney

Mark Daly





Noel O’ Connor

Trevor Gilligan




Jim Fay

Mick Murphy







Eamon Walsh

Cait Keane

Fintan McCarthy

Robert Dowds


Item No. 1 (on SPC Agenda)

Confirmation of minutes.

A discussion took place regarding content of minutes of previous meetings to which Councillors 

C. Keane, T. Gilligan, E. Tuffy and Mr. Jim Fay contributed. 

Some Members expressed a desire to have details of discussions and issues raised included in the minutes as it was felt the minutes presented do not reflect the content of debate.

J. Walsh responded and advised the Members that the format of the minute is laid down in the Standing Orders as adopted by the elected Members but  undertook to bring the matter up at the Corporate Policy Group meeting. 

Item No. 2 (on SPC Agenda)
Identification of lands in South Dublin owned by the State and Public Bodies in context of Council’s land use strategy. 
J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, circulated report to the members.

entificati
There followed a discussion with contributions from Councillors M. Murphy, T. Gilligan, E. Tuffy and Mr. Noel O’ Connor 

J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, replied to Members questions and also advised that a further report on the findings will be given to a future Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee. 

REPORT:

Meeting of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

30th November 2005

Item No. 2

Identification of lands in South Dublin County owned by the State and Public Bodies in context of Council’s land use strategy.

The Council has sought the following information from State and Public Bodies.

(i) Schedule of lands in their ownership.

(ii) To submit details of location maps, area and zoning.

(iii) Long Term Development Plan for these areas.

(iv) Short Term Development Plan for these areas.

When the above information is received a detailed schedule will be prepared and a further report will be made to the Economic Development and Planning SPC committee.

Item No. 3 (on SPC Agenda)

Facilitating Expansion of existing Businesses in South Dublin County  

J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, circulated report to the Members. 

There followed a discussion with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, D. Mooney, F. McCarthy, C. Keane, E. Tuffy, M. Murphy and Jim Fay. 

J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, replied to Members questions. 

The Chairperson, Councillor Eamon Tuffy requested that this Item remain on the Agenda of the Committee for future consideration. 

REPORT:

Meeting of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

30th November 2005

Item No. 3

Facilitating Expansion of Existing Businesses in South Dublin County

The Council has a “pro development” approach to its Economic Development role and in particular to providing assistance to sustaining businesses already providing employment in the County.  The expansion of existing businesses in the County creates a number of opportunities for the people of South Dublin County, in the creation of short term and long term employment,  and enhances the security of existing jobs, the increase in the rate base for the County and the attraction for complementary service providers to set up business in the vicinity to facilitate the workers by provision of shops, restaurants, bars, leisure facilities etc. 

This Council works in close liaison with Government Departments, State Agencies, other Local Authorities and external agencies national and local such as the Investment and Development Agency, Enterprise Ireland, Forfas,  South Dublin  County Tourism, the South Dublin County Enterprise Board and the South Dublin Chamber of Commerce to develop integrated strategies and plans to encourage economic growth in the County.

The Council’s pro development attitude has been emphasised by a number of strategic actions undertaken by the Council which are aimed at facilitating the  expansion of existing sustainable businesses in the County.  

Major Strategic Actions

· Disposal of a 20 acre site in Grange Castle Business Park to IAWS Group plc whose business is focused on food and nutrition/agribusiness.  This disposal allows IAWS to expand its existing business to service the future growth and evolving customer requirements within their food groups for the foreseeable future.
· The rezoning of an additional 400 acres of land in the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 - 2010 in support of employment related uses.
· The extension and improvement of water and drainage, roads, electricity, gas, telecommunications infrastructure within the County to ensure adequate facilities are available for expanding businesses (See report)
· The establishment of an inter departmental group to recommend and implement Green Pedestrian and Cycle Routes throughout the County.   These routes will offer an alternative transport mode for business, school and leisure traffic.
· The completion of an Economic Audit and the commencement of a 7 year Economic Strategy for South Dublin County which will include strategies for sustaining businesses already providing employment.
· The continuation of construction of Council owned Integrated Area Plan sites with expected completion dates in 2006.  These sites provide opportunities for the location of new businesses and the expansion of existing businesses in the County.
· The fast tracking of a number of key strategic projects in the County by the Key Projects Co-ordination Group including the Tallaght Masterplan, Clondalkin Masterplan, Adamstown Strategic Development Zone, the Kildare Route Project, County Arts Centre and Travel Demand Strategy to aid economic growth.
· The disposal of sites to businesses and developers to facilitate expansion or relocation in the County.
Set out hereunder is a schedule which demonstrates the increase in the economic base of the County since 1994 and all of the actions listed above are focused at continuing this trend.
	Year
	Net Effective Valuation
	% Increase
	Date Rate Struck
	Rate on Valuation

	1993
	 
	 
	 
	25-Jan-1993
	37.62

	1994
	IR£515,715.84
	€654,824.04
	 
	18-Mar-1994
	39.79

	1995
	IR£518,582.96
	€658,464.54
	0.56%
	30-Jan-1995
	41.30

	1996
	IR£531,672.44
	€675,084.74
	2.52%
	25-Jan-1996
	42.75

	1997
	IR£583,109.22
	€740,395.98
	9.67%
	24-Jan-1997
	44.11

	1998
	IR£602,781.35
	€765,374.43
	3.37%
	23-Jan-1998
	45.65


	1999
	IR£660,924.54
	€839,201.05
	9.65%
	25-Jan-1999
	47.25

	2000
	IR£712,294.75
	€904,427.77
	7.77%
	31-Jan-2000
	48.90

	2001
	IR£810,917.61
	€1,029,652.97
	13.85%
	25-Jan-2001
	52.23

	2002
	 
	€1,171,018.07
	13.73%
	25-Jan-2002
	55.36

	2003
	 
	€1,234,971.69
	5.46%
	24-Jan-2003
	58.13

	2004
	 
	€1,309,944.59
	6.07%
	23-Jan-2004
	61.04

	2005
	 
	 
	 
	25-Jan-2005
	64.09

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year
	Rates Levied
	Warrant
	

	1993
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	1994
	IR£20,520,333.37
	€26,055,448.55
	 
	 
	

	1995
	IR£21,417,476.38
	€27,194,585.50
	 
	 
	

	1996
	IR£22,728,996.61
	€28,859,872.64
	 
	 
	

	1997
	IR£25,720,947.51
	€32,658,866.68
	 
	 
	

	1998
	IR£27,516,968.41
	€34,939,342.73
	IR£32,318,345.01
	€41,035,833.11
	

	1999
	IR£31,228,684.28
	€39,652,249.61
	IR£35,278,454.14
	€44,794,396.38
	

	2000
	IR£34,831,213.31
	€44,226,517.95
	IR£38,870,682.25
	€49,355,585.18
	

	2001
	IR£42,354,226.96
	€53,778,774.62
	IR£47,144,966.57
	€59,861,759.00
	

	2002
	 
	€64,827,560.48
	 
	€71,342,896.86
	

	2003
	 
	€71,788,904.34
	 
	€78,853,015.62
	

	2004
	 
	€79,959,017.77
	 
	€87,848,979.04
	

	2005
	 
	€88,701,429.54
	 
	€97,668,635.98
	


Item No. 4 (on SPC Agenda)
Review of Council’s approach to involvement of local communities in medium term planning and development.
Tom Doherty, Director of Planning and Deputy Manager circulated reports to the Members. Paul Hogan, Senior Planner made a presentation to the Members. 

There followed a discussion with contributions from Councillors D. Mooney, C. Keane, 

F. McCarthy, M. Murphy, M. Daly, E. Tuffy and Mr. Noel O’ Connor and Mr. Jim Fay. 

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning and Deputy Manager and Paul Hogan, Senior Planner replied to Members questions. 

The Chairperson, Councillor Eamon Tuffy requested that this Item remain on the Agenda of the Committee for future consideration.” 

The reports were NOTED.
(C/0769/05) 
REPORT OF THE ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES SPC, 1/12/05
The reports by the Manager, which were circulated were CONSIDERED:

(a) Minutes of Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries SPC – 29th September 2005.

“Minutes of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee held on 29th September 2005 in the Council Chamber
 
Attendance:

Members



Officials

Cllr J. Hannon


A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C. Keane


A. Nic Donnacha, Oifigeach Gaelach

Cllr M. Ardagh


M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr G. O’Connell

Cllr J. Lahart

Cllr J. Neville

B. O’Gaibhin

J. Fay

Apologies

Cllr C. Jones

Cllr T. McDermott

Cllr S. O’Conchuir

Cllr C. Tyndall

V. O’Carroll

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.

1. Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 9th June 2005 – Proposed by B O’Gaibhin and seconded by Cllr. J. Neville and Agreed.


2. Matters Arising – agreed that any matters arising were on agenda.

3.   Acht Na dTeangacha Oifigúila, 2003-Cur i Láthair

Rinne A. Nic Dhonnacha, Oifeageach Gaeilge, cur i lathair ar Acht na dTeangacha Oifígúila, 2003.  Cuireadh cóip don láithreachas ar fail.

Chuir na baill fáilte riomh Iníon Nic Dhonnacha, gabhadar a bhíochas lei don láithreachas agus thugadar a deá-guí di ar a gcuid obair chun Gaeilge a chuir ar aghaidh sa Chomhairle.  Chuir na baill ceisteanna i dtagairt doibh seo thíos:-

· Scéim cur ar aghaidh an Ghaeilge

· An d’feadfadh  Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas comhdháil a eagrú do rialtas Áitiúil agus eagraíochtaí eile agus usaid an Ghaeilge

· Ranganna do dhaoine ag iarraidh Gaeilge a fhoghlaim nó a feabhsú

· Aistriú ceart ar logainmneacha go Ghaeilge

· Áiseanna a chuir ar fáil do ghurpaí áitiúil atá ag obair leis an Ghaeilge sa chontae buaileadh le cheile

D’freagair Iníon Nic Dhonnacha na ceisteanna a cuireadh.  I leith an chomhdáil a eagrú, dúirt A. Jacob go obair mór é le na áiseanna atá ar fáil, ach go féidir é a dheánamh in eineacht le grúpa ar nós LAMA (molta ag Cllr. Keane) agus eagraíocht eile ag plé leis an Ghaeilge sa gContae.  

Beidh an comhdháil seo dhá bplé ag an cead cruinniú eile.

3.   Official Languages Act 2003 – Presentation
A presentation on the Official Languages Act 2003 was made by A. Nic Dhonnacha, Oifigeach Gaeilge.  A copy of the presentation had also been circulated.

The members welcomed Ms. Ni Donnacha and thanked her for her presentation and wished her well with the work of promoting the use of the Irish language in the Council.   Questions were raised by the members on a number of matters including the following: -

· The adoption of a Scheme for the promotion of the Irish language

· The possibility of South Dublin County Council organising a conference for public bodies relating to the use of the Irish language

· Classes for people wishing to learn or improve their Irish

· Proper translation of historical place names into Irish

· Facilitating a joint meeting of groups active in the promotion of the Irish language in the county

Ms. Nic Dhonnacha responded to the questions raised.  In relation to the possibility of organising a conference, A. Jacob stated that it would be a difficult logistical task to undertake, given available resources, but that it might be feasible to facilitate the hosting of such a conference in County Hall in association with a body such as LAMA (as suggested by Cllr. Keane) and other organisations in the county interested in the promotion of the Irish language.  It was agreed to list the matter on the agenda at a forthcoming meeting.

4.      Farmer’s Market – Update Report

A report on options for the possible locations for a Farmer’s Market which had been circulated was discussed.  It was agreed to amend the report to state that the primary objective is to establish a Farmer’s Market in the Town Centre/County Hall area and that any other location which might be agreed would be temporary.

Following discussion on the possible locations mentioned in the report it was agreed that High Street, the grounds of the Dominican Priory and the road between the Belgard Road and Tallaght I.T would be investigated further and that a report would be presented at a meeting of the Working Group as soon as possible.  The Working Group would then make a final decision on a location following which the statutory process would be commenced to designate the site under the Casual Trading Act 1995.

5. County Arts Centre – Update Report

An update report on the proposed County Arts Centre which had been circulated was noted.  It was agreed that a further report on the possible construction options to include a note on the already agreed composition of management company, would be presented at the next meeting of the Committee.

 6.  New Works – Update Report

A report on new building works which may offer opportunities for the development of the arts in the future, which had been circulated was discussed and noted. Matter to be re-entered for the next meeting


7. Any Other Business

J Fay stated that the notice he received of the meeting was too short.  Following discussion M. Coleman stated that he would check with Corporate Services Department to see whether the Calendar of Meetings could also be circulated to the non-Councillor members of SPC.

J. Fay raised the issue of heritage sites e.g. site of the former Tymon Castle stating that there should be a visible indicator/plaque on or near the location of such heritage.  

The issue of Council policy on heritage was raised by B O’Gaibhin.  Cathaoirleach J. Hannon stated that these were matters more appropriate to the Planning Department and that policy on heritage was contained mainly in the County Development Plan and in legislation such as the National Monuments Acts.  M. Coleman stated that the County Development Plan was available on the Council’s website.  He said he would check out the heritage material compiled by the County Library and bring it to the attention of the members at the next meeting.

Cllr. J. Lahart complimented the Arts Office on its involvement in the installation of the sculpture of Ann Devlin in Rathfarnham Village which has now become a symbol for the village and also on the forthcoming Rathfarnham Concert series.

The meeting concluded at 7.15 pm.”
--------------------------------------
(b) Report of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee held on 1st December 2005 in the Council Chamber

“Attendance

Members

Cllr J Hannon



Officials

Cllr M Ardagh



P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr C Jones



M Coleman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane



T Walsh, County Librarian

Cllr J Neville



O Scannell, Arts Officer

Cllr G O’Connell


C Orr, Public Art Coordinator

Cllr S O’Connor


K Swords, Senior Librarian

B O’Gaibhin



J Morrissey, Community Worker

J Fay

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of 29th September 2005 – Proposed by B. O’Gaibhin and seconded by Cllr. M. Ardagh and agreed.

2. Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on agenda for the meeting.

3. County Arts Development Strategy 2006 – 2010

Noted that a copy of the draft Strategy had already been circulated and that the public consultation procedure has been completed earlier in the year.  O. Scannell, Arts Officer, gave a summary presentation of the main features of the Strategy.

Members then raised a number of issues including: -

· No reference to the traditional Arts in the Strategy

· Provision for the Arts in areas of disadvantage

· Cultural identity and the Arts

O. Scannell replied to the issues raised and it was agreed to include a reference to

the traditional Arts in the Strategy before final publication.  It was also agreed to

list on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee the possibility of 

organising a conference of public bodies in the County, on the use of the Irish 

language, as discussed at the September meeting of the Committee.

C. Orr informed the meeting that a twelve minute DVD presentation on aspects of

life in South Dublin County had been developed to inform prospective artists 

who would be competing for a residency in the Public Art Programme, which 

formed part of the Arts Strategy.  Following a viewing of the DVD, Members 

generally welcomed the presentation.  P. Smith and C. Orr responded to various

points made by the Members.

4. Farmer’s Market - Update

An update report which had been circulated was noted and it was agreed that the location of the Market should be High Street, Town Centre, Tallaght pending the availability of Civic Square in two/three years time.

M. Coleman outlined the necessary next steps from a legal point of view before the market could commence business.  It was agreed to present a report to the next meeting of the Committee on the operations of markets in a number of other local authority areas.

5. Libraries Report

T. Walsh, County Librarian presented an overview of current services being provided by the Libraries and she responded to various queries from the Members.  This was followed by a further presentation by K. Swords, Senior Librarian on Local Studies and Heritage work being carried out by the Council’s Library service.  A number of publications on these subjects were distributed to the Members.  

The Members welcomed the presentations and requested that further update presentations be made at forthcoming meetings.


6. New Works  - Update

An update report on New Works was noted as follows: -

· The proposed County Arts Centre

· Brookfield Community Centre

· Ballyowen Community Centre

· Kiltalown House

· Templeogue House

7. Any Other Business

B. O’Gaibhin informed the meeting that a Christmas crib with live animals would be on show at Aras Cronain, Clondalkin on the 17th and 18th December.

The meeting concluded at 7.25 pm.”
(C/0770/05)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0771/05)
QUESTIONS  
It was proposed by Councillor Ridge, seconded by Councillor Maloney  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions Numbered Q1 to Q27 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0772/05)
MANAGEMENT COMPANIES

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to state in how many instances has the Council required as a condition of planning permission that a Management Company be established to provide specified services to apartment blocks and other residential developments and will he detail the developments where such arrangements now obtain and if he is aware of the fees that obtain each case”?

REPLY:

When granting planning permission for residential developments the following is inserted as a condition of the planning permission where appropriate:-

“Prior to the occupation of the first residential unit a plan clearly identifying the external common areas of the development being retained in private ownership shall be submitted to the Planning Authority. The said areas shall not be taken in charge by the Council and shall instead be maintained by a Management Company set up for this purpose pursuant to The Companies Act 1963, as amended.   Continued membership of a Management Company set up for this purpose pursuant to the Companies Acts, 1963 as amended shall be compulsory for all owners for the time being of property within the development.   A copy of the Certificate of Incorporation of the said Company shall be submitted to the Planning Authority with the said plan.  Any changes to the status or nature of the Management Company shall be notified to the Council forthwith.   The Management Company shall hold insurance for public liability risk at all times.

REASON:  To ensure a proper standard of residential development and maintenance of the private areas within the development.”

This condition is inserted in permissions where the development consists of apartments,   gated developments and in cases where the developer has indicated that it is not intended that the roads and services and open spaces be offered for taking in charge by the Council.

The purpose of inserting this condition in relevant planning permissions is to protect future purchasers by ensuring a management company is formed which will maintain common and shared areas within the development such as car spaces, green verges, lighting, on-site access avenues or driveways, roofs and the external fabric of the building/s and also internal common services and shared areas such as corridors, floors, walls, attic tanks and plumbing, which are external to the apartment itself.

The Law Reform Commission is at present examining various issues in respect of the legislation governing management companies. It expects to be in a position to publish a Consultation Paper in early 2006.

I set out hereunder details of the estates where the Council have received documentation confirming that Management Companies have taken responsibility for the upkeep of the common areas within the developments:

Address Of Development

The Exchange

Gallanstown

Crag Crescent

Owendoher Lodge

Charleville Square

St. Columbans, Balrothery

Whitehall Square

Grange View Road, Close, Walk etc.

Old Bawn Court

Otterbrook

Centrepoint Business Park

Monastery Heath

Liffey Valley Park

The Orchard

St. John's Road Estate

Tuansgate

Hazel Grove Court

Butterfield Meadow

Uppercross Court

Kilininny Court

Templeroan

Palmerstown Square

Mount Talbot

Esker Pines

Oak Road and Oak Close

Fairgreen Estate

Greenogue Industrial Estate

Elmfield Industrial Estate

Mill Pond

Newlands Manor

Swiftwood

Bushy Park House

Riversdale View

Finnstown Hall

Mount Andrew

Thornfield Square

Carrigmore, Fortunestown Lane

Brownsbarn  Orchard

Kilvere Park

The Courthouse Apartments

Cloragh Mills

Hunters Wood

Loreto Abbey

The Farm,Tymon Lane

Chaplains Row .

Tara Crescent

Rosebank Court

Aras na Cluaine

Marlfield and Kiltipper Gate

Brownsbarn Court

Hansted

Montpelier Court

Ros Mor View

Newcastle Manor

Mill Race

Woodview Court

Ballyowen Hall

Library Square

Westend Gate

Esker Manor

The Belfry

Beechdale Court

Weaver Court

Units at Killnarden Link Rd.

Brownsbarn Gardens

Eaton,Main St. Rathcoole

Slade Castle

United Drug PLC

Millpark

Details of the fees charged by Management Companies are not available to the Council.

It is considered appropriate that the Council should continue to insert the above Condition in relevant planning permissions pending the findings of the Law Reform Commission and any future change in current legislation on this matter.

(C/0773/05)
INCREASE IN VOLUME OF GLASS RECYCLING

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr
“To ask the Manager what additional resources will be put in place in the County to deal with the usual enormous increase in volume of glass recycling over the Christmas period – given the unacceptable and dangerous situation which arose last Christmas whereby bottle banks were full and recyclable glass was indiscriminately abandoned in the areas surrounding the bottle banks?”

REPLY:

There are 40 bring bank sites situated throughout the County which provide glass recycling to the residents of South Dublin County.  26 of these sites are serviced by Oxigen and 14 are serviced by Rehab.

There are 10 locations which provide plastic recycling facilities.  These are serviced by Oxigen.

In 2004, problems occurred during the Christmas period as the Rehab glass Recycling Plant (to which all glass is delivered) was closed over the Christmas period.

Rehab Recycling Ltd, have advised that this year their bring banks will be serviced by their contractor up to lunchtime on Christmas Eve and then the servicing will recommence on 27th December with their premises opening fully to other service providers on the 28th  December.  With these arrangements in place it is hoped that there will be no large amounts of illegal dumping suffered at the bring bank sites over the Christmas period.

Oxigen have advised that they will be providing the following service over the Christmas period which will commence on Monday 19th December through to Friday 13th January 2006.  

1.
The number of Oxigen clean up crews will increase from 3 to 6 in the Dublin Region.

2.
The only days excluded from the Christmas schedule are 25th, 26th December and 1st January.

3.
The Oxigen clean up crews will report bins that are full and there will be four collection trucks working over the same period ensuring that all Oxigen glass sites that are reported full, are emptied within the same day.

4.
The glass collected by Oxigen at their sites will be brought to their facility in Ballymount temporarily until the Rehab facility opens on 28th December.

5.
The Christmas schedule will be reviewed on the 13th January and if necessary, the schedule will be extended for a further week before reverting to the normal schedule already in place.

(C/0774/05) 
EDUCATION INITIATIVES FOR THE TRAVELLING COMMUNITY

QUESTION Councillor M. Daly
“To ask the Manager to update the Council on developments resulting from the Council’s involvement with the education initiatives for the Travelling Community and will he make a statement on this?”

REPLY:

Discussions have taken place between the Council, the Department of Education and St. Aidan’s Community School, Brookfield. The Head of the Council’s I.T. Department is engaged in detailed discussions with the Principal of St.Aidan’s school with regard to the Mo Bhaile project (Communities on Line) with a view to submitting a detailed proposal to the Department of Education on the creation of an e-learning project which will enhance educational achievement among new school entrants including Travellers.

A series of meetings have taken place and the initiative has been raised with the High Level Group on Travellers.

(C/0775/05)
WASTE REDUCTION AT POINT OF PURCHASE

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly 

“To ask the Manager what action he will take to increase the level of waste reduction at origin or point of purchase within the County?”

REPLY:

The Council will implement the Dublin Waste Management Plan 2005-2010.  The targets for waste management in the plan are 

Recycling
59%

Energy Recovery
25%

Landfill Disposal
16%

The Plan outlines the policy for waste management and the Council will implement the various measures set out in the plan to achieve the objectives.  Through its Environmental Awareness Programme, the Council will encourage prevention and minimisation of waste and this will be advanced through contacts with residents associations, schools, community centres and businesses.

(C/0776/05)
DISABILITY HOME IMPROVEMENT GRANT

QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly
"To ask the Manager to give an account of the level of take up of the disability home improvement grant. Will he outline the number of applicants, time of adjudication, % level of approvals and number of cases rejected by Medical Officer?"

REPLY:

The Disabled Persons Grants Scheme is operated by the Council on behalf of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. Ninety per cent of the cost of adapting a house to make it suitable for the needs of a disabled person may be provided subject to a maximum grant of €20,320. Two-thirds of the grant paid is recoupable from the Department.

The Council has received 311 applications for the grant in 2005. Four applications were deemed invalid as the applicant had already been grant aided to the maximum amount giving an approval rate of 98.7% (100% of qualifying applications). The Medical Officer has not rejected any applications. However, he/she may reject certain aspects of the proposed works where these are deemed unnecessary for the needs of the disabled person.

In considering an application, the Council has to be satisfied that (1) the works are feasible and meet with Bye-Law regulations (2) the works are carried out by a recognised, qualified contractor and (3) the applicant is able to provide the balance of funding need to complete the works. The time taken to fully process an application depends on how quickly the required information is received and also the time taken to complete the works. On average, it takes approximately 26 weeks from the receipt of an application to the payment of a grant.

(C/0777/05) 
BROWN WASTE COLLECTION

QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly 

“To ask the Manager will he outline his proposals for the roll out of brown waste collection/house composting for 2006?”

REPLY:

The key infrastructure required for the brown bin system is the biological treatment facility to be located at Ballyogan at which the material will be processed.  The development of this facility is a key objective of the Waste Management Plan.

In the meantime Fingal County Council is conducting a trial with 10,000 brown bins which will be very helpful to the other authorities in identifying operational issues associated with the system.

(C/0778/05)
HEALTH AND SAFETY STANDARDS FOR CONTRACTORS

QUESTION: Cllr. Mark Daly
To ask the Manager to clarify the position of all contractors working on behalf of the Council that they are in compliance with the optimum Health & Safety Standards and compliance with proper industry rates of pay?
REPLY:
All Projects are covered by a Preliminary Health & Safety Plan produced by the project architect (Project Supervisor Design Stage) and a site specific Health & Safety Plan by the main contractor (Project Supervisor Contract Stage).  This plan is submitted as part of the Contract Signing Procedures and forms the basis by the best Health & Safety Practise during construction.  Again under these procedures the contractor is obliged to notify the HSA of his intended start on site and this notice is displayed on site.

Health & Safety on site is monitored on a monthly basis as a headed item in the Agenda of the sites meetings these are attended by the contractor, the project architect and the project clerk of works.  Health & Safety issues are also monitored again as a headed item at the quarterly meetings of the Architects Dept.  The effectiveness of these measures is reflected in the high safety record on SDCC building sites.  

Clause 39 of the GDLA form of contract requires the contract to meet the minimum wage stipulations under the National Registered Agreement for the Construction Industry and allows the employer to check all wage records and payslips should any evidence arise of non compliance with these rates.

(C/0779/05)
COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE

QUESTION: Councillor Mark Daly

“To ask the Manager to update this Council on the sitting of a commemorative plaque in County Hall to the 200th anniversary of the Emmett Rebellion as passed by motion of the full council and agreed to by management?”
REPLY:
Emmet 200 was launched in 2002 for the purpose of commemorating the death of Robert Emmet in 1803.  

The Anne Devlin Commemoration Association was formed in the Rathfarnham area whose objective was to plan an appropriate local commemoration for the Robert Emmet bi-centenary.  The Association was affiliated to Emmet 200 and was of the view that a fitting memorial to Anne Devlin should be erected in Rathfarnham village to fulfil this objective.

The Association wrote to the Council seeking financial assistance to erect a life-sized bronze memorial to Anne Devlin in Rathfarnham village.

The Council entered into an agreement with the Anne Devlin Association, to provide for the part funding of the project by the Council in the sum of €20,000 from the Per Cent for Art Scheme. A local artist wasselected by the Association for the project.

A Report on the matter was later presented and noted at the meeting of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee and the Council. 

The bronze memorial statue to Anne Devlin was unveiled by the Mayor on 4th March 2004.A commemorative plaque describing events of that period was subsequently unveiled at the foot of the statue on 24th March 2005. 

The memorial and plaque have received widespread positive critical acclaim and it should be noted that both Emmet 200 and the Anne Devlin Association regard the memorial as a very fitting commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the Emmet rebellion.

The Council has no further proposal at this stage to mark the  Emmet Rebellion.

(C/0780/05)
CORK CITY COUNCIL

QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds

“To ask the Manager for a detailed report on the experiment in Cork City Council where renewable fuels, based on rape seed oil, were used to propel some of that city's council vehicles?”

REPLY:

The Senior Executive Engineer, Mechanical Section has reported that under an EU funded project known as “MIRACLES” (Multiple Initiative for Rationalised Accessibility and Clean Liveable Environment), Cork City Council is running 16 vehicles on rapeseed oil as an alternative to diesel.

The first step in the three year project which commenced in February 2003 was that their depot fuel storage arrangements were set up to facilitate refuelling of the vehicles.  This was followed in May 2003 with conversion work to seventeen vehicles so that they would run on rapeseed oil.  The vehicles were 4 No. Ford Courier Vans, 1 No. VW Transporter, 11 No. Fiat Ducato Vans, and 1 No. Isuzu NPR tipping truck.

The conversion kits were supplied by “Elsbett” a German Firm specialising in engine conversion kits for burning rapeseed oil and the total conversion cost was €23,000.

The Rapeseed Oil is supplied by Eilish Oils based in Wicklow.

The fuel may be called either:

Cold Pressed Plant Oil (PPO), 

Cold Pressed Rape Seed Oil (RSO) or

Straight Vegetable Oil (SVO) as distinct from Waste Vegetable Oil (WVO)

Latest fuel cost comparisons as per Cork City Council (June 2005) are

Rapeseed Oil 
€1.15

Standard Diesel Oil 
€0.9854

The University of Limerick carried out engine performance and exhaust emission tests, and steady state running was found to compare favourably with diesel. The rapeseed oil was found to have a 5-10% higher power and torque output. 

However no fuel consumption figures are available, for comparison purposes, as mileages are not recorded by Cork City Council – either in the main fleet, or in the vehicles under test.  Similarly no internal examination of the engines was carried out to determine the condition of piston rings etc.

“In the first six months there were concerns about extra visible smoke, the rancid exhaust smell and possible power losses….. Adjustments were made to the engines and up to 25% diesel was added to the RSO to redress these problems.”

Subsequently the Isuzu NPR was taken out of the experiment.  The Ford Couriers appear to be operating satisfactorily.  In the case of the Fiat Ducatos, in the middle of 2005, Elsbett supplied a modified kit for fitting to the Ducatos, in order to overcome persistent problems, caused by conflicts between the Fiat Engine Management System and the Elsbett conversion kit.  

The project is still being monitored and issues have been identified for further consideration, such as odours, cost differential, and engine performance.

The experiment does not appear to be extensive enough from the point of view of the lack of fuel consumption figures, and the lack of a rigorous engine stripdown and examination.

(C/0781/05)
HOUSE EXCHANGE FOR SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION

QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds
 To ask the Manager if she would consider developing a policy whereby older Council tenants whose families have left their homes can exchange their homes for sheltered accommodation and to give her response to this idea?
REPLY:
The Sub-Committee of the Housing and Social Development SPC which was working on a review of the Scheme of Letting Priorities has finalised its agreed recommendations for a new draft Scheme.  Included in the recommendations is the introduction of a Financial Contribution Scheme which will incorporate the circumstances and issues outlined in the motion. 

The draft Scheme will be presented to the Council’s December meeting for consideration. 

(C/0782/05)
NUMBER OF DOGS IMPOUNDED

QUESTION: Councillor C. Keane

 “To ask the Manager (a)  many dogs were impounded from the South Dublin Co. Council area in 2003, 2004 and to date in 2005 (b) what was the re-homing rate for this area? (c) what was the put down rate? that the proprietor of the Dogs home be contacted to ascertain this information if it is not available, (d) what proposal do we have to publicize the “national spay week”  in conjunction with the National Stray dogs and Cats Society in order to reduce the numbers of dogs being neglected?”

REPLY:

The number of dogs impounded/rehomed/put to sleep are as follows:

Year
No. Impounded           No. Reclaimed/Rehomed  
E & D



(Put to sleep)

2003                      1,544  
                    584 (38%)
960 (62%)

2004                      1,369  
                     581 (42%)
788 (58%)

2005  

Mar – Aug                656* 
                     452 (69%)
163 (25%)

* There were 41 dogs in the Pound at the end of August 2005.

In relation to “national spay week”, whereas South Dublin Council is not directly involved in promotion of the event the Pound in Dunboyne actively promotes spaying on an ongoing basis.  All new owners taking dogs from the Pound are given advice on spaying and are also given an information booklet encouraging responsible ownership, including spaying of new pets as quickly as possible after acquisition.

(C/0783/05)
FLASHING/WARNING LIGHTS AT SCHOOLS

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating

"To ask the Manager to agree to introduce by way of a pilot project, the facility of Flashing/Warning Lights at Schools. Such lights would be of practical assistance in enhancing the safety of many people, including school-going children and students, whose safety is now more at risk with increased traffic volumes, including Heavy Goods Vehicles on our roads, and where there are increased pressures on car parking spaces in the vicinity of schools in the county owing to increased traffic volumes and growing traffic congestion?"

REPLY:

The use of flashing/warning lights in conjunction with special speed limit signs is one of the measures currently being examined as part of the report and recommendations to be presented to the elected representatives on the introduction of special speed limits and other safety measures at schools in the county. It is likely that such lights will be recommended at a number of locations initially, so that their effectiveness can be determined in "live" operating conditions.

(C/0784/05)
FREE FLOW JUNCTIONS

QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy

"To ask the Manager, in light of the ever increasing congestion being experienced on the roads of South Dublin, to request that the DTO and An Garda Siochana make arrangements for Gardaí to be allocated to direct traffic at all “free-flow” junctions on a year-round basis at peak traffic times?"

REPLY:

The Gardai have identified c.200 congested junctions in the Greater Dublin Area for patrolling and observation during the 2005/06 Operation Freeflow period. The number of Gardai available for point duties at junctions during other times of the year is dependent on the resources available to the Gardai at any given time. 

All major junctions are controlled by traffic lights which have been set to give maximum flows as appropriate at peak times.  If the motion is passed discussions will be held with the Gardai.

(C/0785/05)
DOUBLE GREEN BIN COLLECTION

QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy
“To ask the Manager to make arrangements for a double green bin collection following Christmas due to the fact that most households produce a great deal of recyclable waste during the festive season.”

REPLY:

The Council is not in a position to provide a second green bin collection for household dry recyclables such as paper, light cardboard, aluminium, tin and tetrapak over the Christmas period. Householders can avail of the facilities at the 52 locations where the Council has bring banks and details of these locations are listed on the Council’s website: www.southdublin.ie .  

The Council’s Civic Amenity facility at Ballymount will be open to the public everyday throughout the Christmas period except for the following times

24th December - Closed after 1 p.m.

25th December – Closed

26th December – Closed

1st January 2006 - Closed

There are arrangements for extra servicing of the recycling Bring Bank locations over the holiday period to cater for the predicted increase in demand.

(C/0786/05)
BOTTLE BANKS AND PLASTIC RECYCLING AT CHRISTMAS

QUESTION:Councillor F. McCarthy

“To ask the Manager to outline what measures will be taken over the Christmas period to ensure that Bottle Banks and Plastic Recycling facilities are regularly emptied, on a daily basis if necessary, and that the surrounding areas are kept free from rubbish at all times.”

REPLY:

There are 40 bring bank sites situated throughout the County which provide glass recycling to the residents of South Dublin County.  26 of these sites are serviced by Oxigen and 14 are serviced by Rehab.

There are 10 locations which provide plastic recycling facilities.  These are serviced by Oxigen.

In 2004, problems occurred during the Christmas period as the Rehab glass Recycling Plant (to which all glass is delivered) was closed over the Christmas period.

Rehab Recycling Ltd, have advised that this year their bring banks will be serviced by their contractor up to lunchtime on Christmas Eve and then the servicing will recommence on 27th December with their premises opening fully to other service providers on the 28th  December.  With these arrangements in place it is hoped that there will be no large amounts of illegal dumping suffered at the bring bank sites over the Christmas period.

Oxigen have advised that they will be providing the following service over the Christmas period which will commence on Monday 19th December through to Friday 13th January 2006.  

1.
The number of Oxigen clean up crews will increase from 3 to 6 in the Dublin Region.

2.
The only days excluded from the Christmas schedule are 25th, 26th December and 1st January.

3.
The Oxigen clean up crews will report bins that are full and there will be four collection trucks working over the same period ensuring that all Oxigen glass sites that are reported full, are emptied within the same day.

4.
The glass collected by Oxigen at their sites will be brought to their facility in Ballymount temporarily until the Rehab facility opens on 28th December.

5.
The Christmas schedule will be reviewed on the 13th January and if necessary, the schedule will be extended for a further week before reverting to the normal schedule already in place.

(C/0787/05)
LIBRARY BUILDING PROGRAMME

QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy

“To ask the Manager to report upon the Council’s library building programme with specific reference to what area is next on the list for the provision of a library according to the County Development Plan and to detail what steps are being taken to ensure that this schedule is being adhered to?”

REPLY:

The County Development Plan 2004 – 2010 states as follows;

4.4.6 Policy SCR 11: Libraries

4.4.6.i

It is the policy of the Council to provide a progressive, community-based public library service to all who live, work or study in South Dublin County.

4.4.6.ii

The public library service is an important focal point at the heart of the local community and aims to be pro-active and dynamic in addressing a variety of needs, particularly in the areas of information, culture and heritage, literature and lifelong learning.

4.4.6.iii

In the implementation of this policy, the Council will continue its existing branch network and will expand and improve the service in accordance with the objectives and priorities identified in the Council’s Library Development Programme.  The Programme may be reviewed and updated from time to time as required.  Suitable sites will be identified and acquired for library purposes throughout the county.

Also stated in Chapter 14, Part 3, specific local objective number 12 is to

‘Secure the provision of new public libraries in suitable locations in accordance with an agreed programme.  The development of a library in Palmerstown, subject to the aquisition of a suitable site and to satisifying DOELG criteria is to be a first priority of the Library Building Programme. The programme will also include libraries in North Clondalkin and the Rathcoole/Newcastle area.’ 

The Library Development Programme lists infrastructural development priorities in the following areas of the County, Lucan, Palmerstown, North Clondalkin and Rathcoole/Newcastle area.

Lucan Library is operational since 2000.

In recent years the Council examined a number of locations in the Palmerstown area for the possible location of a public library none of which have been deemed suitable. A private/public partnership initiative between South Dublin Libraries and Stewarts Hospital Services Ltd resulted in the opening of the The John Jennings Library which is situated in the grounds of Stewarts Hospital, Palmerstown. It is a small library which houses a specialised collection of books and journals on learning/intellectual difficulties. A wider public service is also offered to the community that includes free Internet access.

During 2004, the Council’s Architect’s Department reviewed and evaluated a number of potential Council owned sites in the North Clondalkin area, with the intention of considering one of them suitable for the construction of a public Library in the event of full funding becoming available.

The five potential sites reviewed were:

•At Neilstown Shopping Centre

•Green space in front of Aras Rualach,Neilstown Road

•Site in Collinstown Park

•VEC site in the grounds of  Collinstown Park Community College

•Site south of Neilstown Shopping Centre ( adjacent to Letts )

A site feasibility study was carried out on three of the sites which were considered to have the best potential. Each was considered unsuitable for various reasons. 

Of these three sites the findings indicated the site at Aras Rualach, Rowlagh may be the most suitable. However to make it a viable site would require the partial or total demolition of Rowlagh Community Centre. Management at Rowlagh Community Centre were opposed to the demolition of the Centre.

After consultation with the Architect’s Department, An Comhairle Leabharlanna and the Rowlagh Community Centre Management Committee, it was deemed that the site at Aras Rualach, Rowlagh was unsuitable, being constricted by its long narrow format. It would have necessitated a three storey building which would have caused staffing and security difficulties. In addition a library situated at Rowlagh would not serve the wider communities of North Clondalkin, Palmerstown or Griffeen/Lucan.

Having regard to the above, it was considered appropriate that the Council should examine the Liffey Valley Centre as a possible central location for a library given it’s status as a Town Centre and the potential volume of customers it would attract. This location offers the potential to construct a purpose built regional library which will be capable of delivering a wide range of different services, using a multitude of media, to a large population in the North Clondalkin/ Palmerstown /Liffey Valley area of South Dublin County.

This matter is currently being examined by senior technical staff of the Council in conjunction with the owner of the Liffey Valley Centre. It is expected that an Area Action Plan for the Liffey Valley Centre will be prepared in the coming months and will be presented to the members.

To date no site has been identified in the Rathcoole/Newcastle area of the County.

The provision of a public library in Adamstown is being considered in the proposed mixed use Civic Centre which will be the main public building in Adamstown and will occupy a central landmark location within the District Centre. 

Included in the Library Development Programme is the proposed extension of the County Library at Tallaght and the branch Library at Ballyroan.The County Library extension proposal is at design stage and Ballyroan library extension is at concept development stage.

(C/0788/05)
COUNCIL’S WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

QUESTION :  Councillor F. McCarthy

To ask the Manager to indicate when it is envisaged that provision will be made in the capital budget for the furtherance of the Council’s Water Leisure strategy and to provide reassurances that the current review of the programme will in no way be used as an excuse not to put finance aside given that funding will invariably be required one way or another? 

REPLY: 
The Council’s Water Leisure Strategy was adopted by the Council at its meeting held in March 2000.

The Strategy was based on a  Consultancy report by PriceWaterhouse Coopers  who were engaged by the Council for the purpose.

Included in the provisions of the Strategy are: -

•
Provision of a new swimming pool in Tallaght West

•
Refurbishment of the existing swimming pool at Clondalkin Sports & Leisure Centre (subsequently changed to provision of an adjacent replacement pool approved by Council and Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism)

•
Provision of a new pool at Lucan

The Strategy recommended that the pool at Lucan should be provided by means of a Public Private Partnership.

The latest date for the receipt of applications by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism for grant aid for non PPP funded pools was the 31st July 2000.  The Council submitted applications for grant aid for the proposed pools in Tallaght West and at Clondalkin.

The Council was successful in obtaining grant approval in the sum of €3.8 million for the Tallaght pool which is currently under construction.  It is expected that the pool will be open for business in September 2006.

A tender has recently been approved by the Council in respect of the construction of the Clondalkin pool and detailed documentation has been forwarded to the Department in relation to the Council’s claim for grant aid already approved.  It is expected that construction on this pool will commence in early 2006.

In relation to the Government’s grant aid programme for swimming pools the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism has advised the Council as follows: -

‘The current priority in relation to the Programme is to support the proposals currently on hand and new proposals for swimming pools are not being considered at this time. However the Department is carrying out an Expenditure Review on the Swimming Pool Programme, which is examining, among other things, how the programme has worked to date, the benefits which have occurred to the areas where pools have been built under the existing programme and what amendments, if any, are required to ensure the effective and efficient delivery of the programme. It is expected that this review will be completed by the end of the year.

On the completion of that review the question of re-opening the swimming pool programme to new projects will be considered taking into account the recommendations emanating from the review. Local Authorities will be notified if a decision is taken to re-open the Programme.’ 

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed. In this regard a report will be presented to the Council early in the New Year.

On the issue of possible funding for progressing the Water Leisure Strategy this would be addressed in the ongoing Capital Programme having regard to the various other commitments in the programme.

(C/0789/05)
GREEN FIELD SITES

QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy

To ask the Manager to outline what the extent of the Council’s landownership is of green-field sites within the county and to list, site by site, the area involved in each parcel of land and the current zoning status of each? 

REPLY:
 

The information requested, excluding open space and parkland, is as follows:

	Location
	Approximate Area (hectares)
	Current Zoning Objective

	Grange Castle and surrounding lands
	176.39
	E 

	Corkagh Demesne
	34.07
	A1

	Balgaddy
	48.12
	A1

	Balgaddy
	4.74
	A

	Lynches Lane
	6.32
	A1

	Nangor Road
	1.39
	A

	TOTAL L/C
	271.03
	


TALLAGHT
	Location
	Approximate Area (hectares)
	Current Zoning Objective

	Killinarden Hill
	2.83
	B

	Killinarden
	6.40
	A

	Killinarden
	26.70
	A1

	Killinarden
	13.90
	B

	Killinarden
	8.30
	F

	Belgard Square North
	2.51
	CT

	Rathcoole
	8.20
	A1

	Rathcoole
	2.80
	B

	Rathcoole
	10.40
	F

	Corbally, Saggart
	12.14
	B

	Kiltalown
	4.73
	F

	Firhouse
	0.43
	F

	Firhouse
	0.94
	A

	Tay Lane, Rathcoole
	0.81
	B

	TOTAL T/R
	101.09
	


TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM
	Location
	Approximate Area (hectares)
	Current Zoning Objective

	Rockbrook/Edmondstown
	1.20
	A

	Rockbrook/Edmondstown
	15.60
	B

	Stocking Lane
	6.39
	B

	Ballyboden
	0.42
	A

	TOTAL T/R
	23.61
	


A map of the sites as outlined above is available for inspection at the meeting.

Zonings Objectives

	Zone
	Objective

	A
	To protect and/or improve Residential Amenity

	A1
	To provide for new Residential Communities in accordance with approved Area Plans

	B
	To protect and improve Rural Amenity and to provide for the development of Agriculture

	CT
	To protect, improve and provide for the future development of the County Town of Tallaght

	TC
	To protect, provide for and/or improve Town Centre facilities

	DC
	To protect, provide for and/or improve District Centre facilities

	LC 
	To protect, provide for and/or improve Local Centre facilities

	E
	To provide for Enterprise and Employment and related uses

	F
	To preserve and provide for Open Space and Recreational Amenities

	G
	To protect and improve High Amenity Areas

	GB
	To preserve Green Belt between Development Areas

	H
	To protect and enhance the outstanding natural character of the Dublin Mountain Area


(C/0790/05)     
RAS
QUESTION:   Councillor M. Murphy

To ask the Manager to explain what are the new provisions that come into effect when the Council takes over the administration of Social Welfare rents.  In particular will the Council have any role in vetting tenants, is there provisions to cap rents and is there a change to the system to encourage longer periods of tenure?

REPLY:


RAS (the Rental Accommodation Scheme) for which South Dublin County Council is one of the lead authorities was recently commenced in the county.  The Council will not be taking over the administration of Rent Supplement which will remain as an income support mechanism for accommodation emergencies and will continue to be administered by the local Community Welfare Officers.


Under RAS the Council will be entering into availability contracts with private landlords whereby the Council will have exclusive nomination rights to the properties for the duration of the contract.  Initially only those who have been in receipt of Rent Supplement for a minimum of 18 months and who have a long-term housing need qualify to transfer to RAS.


There are approximately 3,800 RS recipients in South Dublin of which approximately 3000 are on the Council’s Housing Waiting List.  


The RAS unit will be working its way through these cases over the next three years as they hit the 18 month threshold.


At the end of 2008 the scheme will be reviewed by Government and, if successful, it has the potential to become a very significant element of social housing provision.


The advantages of the Scheme are:

1.
Elimination of poverty traps – unlike RS, tenants will be allowed to take up permanent employment.

2.
Better standards of accommodation will be enforced.

3.
A new Social Housing tenure option.

4.
Security of tenure--the Private Residential Tenancies Act provisions apply.

5.      Better value for money for the state – RS rent levels will be negotiated downwards in most cases.

6.
Should drive tenancy registration and tax compliance.

7.
Should assist in eliminating ghettoisation and in attaining better tenure mix and social integration.


Incentives for landlord:


Guaranteed medium to long-term income stream without having to collect rent plus not having to repeatedly arrange for voids to be re-let

I
Incentives for tenants:


Secure tenure, good quality accommodation in private estates available on medium/long-term basis with the state paying the bulk of the rent.


Incentives for Housing Authority:


An additional accommodation option/stream and control over all Social Housing options in the administrative area.


Dealing with anti-social behaviour


All RAS tenants will be vetted in the same way as council housing applicants.


Landlords will be responsible for dealing with anti-social behaviour even though the local authority has exclusive nomination rights to their property.  The rationale for this is fivefold

1.
The incidence of anti-social behaviour in the existing Rent Supplement regime is extremely low.
2.
The majority of RAS agreements are likely to be “package deals” where existing properties, tenants and landlords will move as a package from the rent supplement regime to RAS.  In these cases the landlord will have selected the tenant.
3.
The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 applies to all tenancies under RAS.  Accordingly, the landlord and the tenant have recourse to the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB).  Tenants who engage in anti-social behaviour will be in breach of their tenancy obligations under the Tenancy Agreement  thus giving the landlord grounds to terminate the tenancy.
4.
Housing Authorities have formal vetting arrangements in place with the Gardai, the Area Health Service Executive and the local estate management committees to check the background of prospective RAS tenants.  This process is considered more thorough than the normal meeting between the landlord and the prospective tenant.
5.
The Government and Housing Authorities want to ensure the effective implementation of RAS and Housing Authorities will make every effort to ensure that RAS tenants do not engage in anti- social behaviour.  Housing Authorities will have formal agreements with tenants in this regard and RAS tenants will be made aware that engaging in such behaviour could put their future entitlement to all state housing supports at risk.

Rent Levels:

Rents will reflect local market rents.  However, housing authorities are charged with making savings on current rent supplement rent levels.  The rent payable will be the subject of negotiation but rents may not exceed the current rent supplement rent level and a reduction in that rent will be sought in return for:

1.
The landlord not having to collect rents for the duration of the RAS contract.

2.
The landlord not having to fill vacancies (advertise and interview prospective tenants) for the duration of the RAS contract.

3.
The fact that the average yield across the private rented sector is 11 months rent per annum due to vacancies/tenant turnover.

4.
The very bankable asset that a guaranteed RAS rent payment represents.

5.
Guaranteed prompt payment, in advance, by a state agency.


Tenants rent contributions will be the same as the DR rents for standard Council houses.

Security of Tenure:


The introduction of RAS along with the protections offered under the PRTB will improve security of tenure for RAS tenants.

(C/0791/05)
PLANNING PERMISSIONS – ESTATE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy 

To ask the Manager to provide a list of Developments which had Estate Management Companies included as a condition of Planning Permission.

REPLY:


The following is a list of planning permissions where a condition requiring Estate Management Agreements was included as a condition of the planning permission.

(This is an extract from an ICT file and accordingly some of the descriptive information is not accommodated within this printout – If there is any particular application reference on which the Councillor desires further detail, the Planning Department will assist)

93A/1038
Gannon Homes Ltd.


rear of 'Chilham', 14


Permission for 25 residential apartments and duplex
S00A/0113 Townpark Estates Limited


Between the New Nangor Road and the Old Nangor Road and 


East of the school on , the Belgard/Fonthill Road with access off the 


Old Nangor Road.


Residential development of 160 No. units comprising 22 No. 2
S00A/0113 Townpark Estates Limited


Between the New Nangor Road and the Old Nangor Road and 


east of the school on , the Belgard/Fonthill Road with access off the 


Old Nangor Road.


Residential development of 160 No. units comprising 22 No. 2
S00A/0143 Datchwell Developments Ltd.,


Site at Palmerstown Cemetery, Kennelsfort Road, Palmerstown, 


Dublin 20.


For 46 no. apartments in four blocks, two at three storey
S00A/0177 Christopher & Brian Grogan,


Lucan Village, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Demolish existing office building, existing dwelling and
S00A/0233 Krakkis Investments Limited,


Corner of Nangor Road and Leinster Terrace, Clondalkin, Dublin 


2 and 3 storey apartment block over basement car park,
S00A/0243 Pascal Power,


48B & 48C Esker Lawns, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


(1)     Demolition of all single storey outhouses and
S00A/0279 Ray Grassick,


Main Street, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.


Demolish 2 existing dwellings and construct 27 (2 storey

S00A/0296 Maplewood Developments Limited


St. Lomans, Ballydowd with access from existing distributor road 


serving , development known as Mount Andrew


Residential development of 200 No. units, consisting of 2

S00A/0323 John Duffy Design Group,


Parkwood Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


Erection of three storey residential block comprising

S00A/0349 Mr. W. Dowling,


Bedless Hill, Old Naas Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


Retention of conversion of part of house to two apartments.

S00A/0360 Rilmount Developments Limited,


Kingswood, Baldonnel.


Residential development of 30 houses.

S00A/0424 Hannah Homes Limited.


Rear of 9, 10, 11 Old Bawn Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 with access 


across , existing open space at St. Maelruan's Park.


Residential development consisting of 29 no. one, two and

S00A/0456 Castlethorne Construction,


Finnstown and Esker South, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Development comprising 29 no. dwelling units consisting of 2

S00A/0483 G. Haugh,


Forest Lodge, Kingswood Heights, Ballymount Road, Tallaght, 


Dublin 24.


12 no. two bedroom apartments and 2 no. bungalows.  The

S00A/0508 Poet and Lectern Properties,


Edmondstown Road, Dublin 16 Compliance re: condition no. 6(v)


Residential development on C. 1.65 acre at Edmonstown Road

S00A/0523 James & Frank Maguire


39/41 Butterfield Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.


Demolition of two dwellings and the provision of 7

S00A/0531 B. Higgins


'Parkview', Old Bawn Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


The construction of 4 no. 2 bedroom apartments in 1 no. two

S00A/0534 Sini Holdings


The Farm, Tymon Lane, Balrothery, Dublin 24.


Residential development on site of circa 0.4080 hectares for

S00A/0553 The Phase III Limited Partnership


The Square, Tallaght, Old Blessington Road, Cookstown Road, and


 Ring Road, , Dublin 24.


Extensions comprising new structures ranging from 4 to 9

S00A/0554 Riversmith Limited


Loreto Abbey, Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14 and partially 


bounded by , Loreto Terrace to the north, Grange Road and 


Dispensary Lane to the west, , Convent Lane and Loreto Primary , 


School to the south and Stonepark , Abbey to the east.


A mixed use development to include the retention of

S00A/0572 Fallways Ltd.,


Site of 'Holy Ghost Noviatiate, Cypress Downs, Tem


Residential development of 46 dwellings, comprising

S00A/0574 Blakefern Ltd.,


Grounds of Brookfield House adjoining the river Cammock and 


Riverside, Ninth , Lock Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, with access 


from Ninth Lock Road and Watery , Lane. (via Riverside Estate).


Mixed development consisting of 90 apartments and

S00A/0660 Durkan New Homes Limited


Killinarden, Tallaght, Dublin 24.with access off Kiltipper Road, 


opposite , Ellensborough.


Residential development consisting of modifications to

S00A/0666 Park Development Ltd.


Corners of Tallaght Road, proposed Greenhills Road extension and 


Tallaght , Bypass, Tallaght.


For the construction of a residential and office mixed use

S00A/0732 Rathcoole Properties Ltd.,


side & rear of Rathcoole Inn, Main Street, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.


Residential development of 54 no. 2 bed and 20 no. 1 bed

S00A/0779 Castlethorn Construction.


On site of c.0.54 hectares located generally south of Griffeen Glen 


Drive, west , of the Griffin Road, north of Griffeen Avenue, and East
 of Griffeen Glen Road, , Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Development comprising a local centre consisting of a single

S00A/0913 Kelland Homes Ltd.


Quarryfield, Knockmeenagh Lane, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


28 no. 2 bed terraced townhouses and associated site works

S00A/0914 Maplewood Developments Ltd.,


Located on the southern side of Scholarstown Road, bounded on 


the eastern side by Stocking Lane, on the, southern side by Dublin 


Corporation, and on the western side bounde, Woodfield.


Residential development of 355 no. units being a

S00A/0915 K. O'Sullivan,


Doddervale, Balrothery, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


Demolish existing house and construct 9 apartments in a 3

S00A/0919 Tenbury Developments Ltd.,


Hynestown, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.


Development consisting of 106 no. residential units comprising 34 


no. 2 and 3

S00A/0919 Tenbury Developments Ltd.,


Hynestown, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.


Development consisting of 106 no. residential units comprising 34 


no. 2 and 3

S00A/0920 Ellier Developments Ltd.


Site bounded by the Ballycullen Road to the east, the Daletree Road


 to the , west, the Oldcourt Road to the south and the Rathylon 


Estate to the north, at , Ballycullen, D. 24


Construction of 655 no. residential units consisting of 141

S01A/0025 Losaid Teoranta


St. Catherine's, 2 Cooleen, Doneen, Old Blessington Road Dublin 


Demolition of existing building and erection of a mixed

S01A/0056 Irish Nationwide Building Society


Courthouse Square, to rear of Irish Nationwide Building Society, 


Main Street, , Tallaght,D 24.


Commercial/office unit with three apartments over (1x two

S01A/0111 Lexington Partnership,


Junction of Monastery Road and Monastery Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


44 No. 2 bed apartments contained in 2 No. 4 storey blocks

S01A/0113 Ballymore Properties Ltd


Ballyowen Lane, Ballyowen, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Development of 1750 sq. m comprising of 22 residential units

S01A/0114 T. Quinn Properties


Boundary of Old Blessington Road, Tymon North Distributor Road 


and existing , residential estate at Balrothery


Demolish 2 no. existing houses on a site bounded by Old

S01A/0124 Brendan Farrelly


Rowlagh Village Centre, fronting Neilstown Rd and St Marks Drive, 


Dublin 22.


Construct 5 no two storey townhouses.

S01A/0125 Brendan Farrelly


Rowlagh Village Centre, fronting Neilstown Road, Colinstown Road


 and Harelawn , Park, Dublin 22.


To construction 20 no. residential units in a two/three

S01A/0163 B. P. O'Reilly Solicitors


Main Street, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


Re-development of properties (with access from Courthouse

S01A/0172 Mr. & Mrs. Caleb & Gill Powell


Latouka, Ballyowen Lane, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Provision of 7 no. 1-bedroom ground floor apartments and 2

S01A/0186 Little Brook Limited,


Yellow Meadows Road, Nangor/Fox & Geese Road,, Clondalkin, 


Dublin 22.


204 no. apartments consisting of 171 no. 2 bedroom and 33

S01A/0190 H & H Developments Ltd.,


Esker Road, Lucan, Co. Dublin accessed from Moyglass Estate 


and existing , entrance from Esker Road discontinued.


Demolition of existing house and storage building and

S01A/0262 Town Pub Developments Ltd.,


Site at 'The Lough & Quay', Ninth Lock Road & Nangor Road, 


Clondalkin, Dublin , 22.


For construction of 108 no. apartments in 4 no. four-storey

S01A/0293 N. Tynan,


Ranch House, Old Kingswood, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


7 no. two storey houses to rear and 4 no. commercial units

S01A/0295 Hilton Brothers,


Tandy's Lane, Dodsboro, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Erection of 3 no. retail stores and associated site works as

S01A/0423 Devondale Ltd


Esker, Lucan, Co. Dublin


Protect and carry out minor works on graveyard boundary wall

S01A/0431 Coolbrook Properties


Carriageview House, Tay Lane, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.


Demolition of a dwelling and erection of a residential

S01A/0476 Acrefield Ltd.,


Supervalu Supermarket, Aylesbury Shopping Centre, Tallaght, 


Dublin 24.


Extension to supermarket at side, previously approved, with

S01A/0614 Emmet Memery Developments,


'Hawkridge', Old Celbridge Road, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


34 residential apartment units with associated site works,

S01A/0638 M. & S. Prendergast


10 Woodlands, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.


Construction of 4 apartments in a two-storey block with

S01A/0664 Castlethorn Construction,


Lands bounded generally by Lock Road to the west, Haydens Lane 


to the east, , Finnstown Cloisters to the North & the Dublin - Cork 


railway line to the South. , In townlands of Adamstown & Esker , 


South, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Development comprising 292 dwellings consisting of 14 no. 2

S01A/0690 Mrs T Heatherington,


Site at 'Green Gables', Ballymount Cul de Sac, (adj to Dunmore 


Grove, Kingswood , Castle and Sylvan Avenue), Kingswood, 


Tallaght, Dublin 24.


Demolish habitable house and construct 7 no. townhouses

S01A/0706 Neville Development Partnership,


Swiftbrook, Saggart, Co. Dublin.


The renovation of the existing rag store, a

S01A/0743 Mrs Brenda Weir,


Rookwood, Stocking Lane, Ballyboden, Dublin 16.


Apartment development comprising 14 no. 2 bedroom units in a

S01A/0771 T. J. Walsh,


Kiltalown Way, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


Demolish existing retail units and erect a new mixed retail

S01A/0772 Tenbury Developments Ltd.,


Ballinakelly and Commons Little, Newcastle, Co. Dublin.


Residential development of 35 no. 2, 3 and 4 bed terraced

S01A/0852 Caldercrest Developments Ltd.,


'Rosmor', Scholarstown Road, Knocklyon, Dublin 16.


Three storey with penthouse apartment building comprising

S02A/0044 Durkan New Homes Ltd & Hollioake Ltd.,


East of Corbally Estate, north of Blessington Road and west of 


existing , development known as Deselby.


Residential development with a total of 745 no. dwelling

S02A/0046 Canice & Ronan Hanlon,


'Errislannan', Main Street, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.


Proposed commercial/residential development of preschool,

S02A/0059 Durkan New Homes Ltd.,


South of Cushlawn Estate, north of Kiltipper Road


Residential development with a total of 594 No. dwelling

S02A/0103 Canice & Ronan Hanlon


'Errislannan', Main Street, Rathcoole, Co Dublin


Proposed residential development of 18 no 1 bed, 20 no 2 bed

S94A/0243 Anagram Marketing Services Limited.


The Old Schoolhouse, Saggart, Co. Dublin.


Conversion of and extension to the Old Schoolhouse to

S94A/0347 Homeville Builders Ltd.,


Adjacent Homeville, 3 Ballycullen Road, Dublin 16.


8 no. two bed residential units and 2 no. three bed units.

S94A/0458 Shannon Homes (Dublin) Limited.


200 Rathfarnham Road, Dublin 14.


44 no. apartments/dwellings, Block A, 9 no. 2 bed

S95A/0014 McInerney Construction Ltd.,


Between Rathfarnham Bypass and Main St., Rathfarnham, Co. 


Dublin.


Construction of 84 number mixed apartments/townhouses and

S95A/0153 F. & M. O'Connor,


34 Convent Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


Erection of 12 apartments and retention of shop.

S95A/0645 Hosena Limited,


EBS Premises, Main Street, Lucan.


8 one bedroom apartments and 8 two bedroom duplex

S96A/0108 Kindur Ltd.,


At site between Tandy's Lane and Woodview, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Construct 8 Duplex Apartments with 8 two bedroomed

S96A/0316 Gannon Homes Ltd.,


Off existing Hillcrest Estate on lands at Hillcrest, Templeogue, Co. 


Dublin.


10 number, 3 bedroomed duplex townhouses over 10 number

S96A/0342 Adroit Ltd.,


'The Hollow', Newcastle Rd., Lucan.


Demolition of existing bungalow and the erection of 28 no.

S96A/0404 J. Coyne,


11 Main Street, Lucan.


Restoration, extension and change of use from residential

S96A/0405 (1) St. John of God Brothers,


site immediately to the east of the road entrance to the new Tallaght


 Regional , Hospital.


1. A development of a Day Centre Building, of 2655 sq.M.

S96A/0648 Glan Developments Ltd.,


Site beside 48 Whitechurch Road, Rathfarnham, Dubl


14 apartments and associated development in a 2 storey

S96A/0669 Acerfield Ltd.,


Supervalu, Aylesbury Shopping Centre, Tallaght, Du


Extension to side of existing supermarket for use as an

S96A/0671 Mr. J. Linnane,


St. Andrew's Court, rear 11-13 Main Street, Lucan,, Co. Dublin.


6 apartments in 2 storey block.

S97/0402 

S97A/0114 Luxury Homes (Galway) Ltd.,


Ballycullen Road (with access from Woodlawn Park),, Ballycullen, 


Dublin 16.


Demolition of existing house and construction of seven

S97A/0168 Averland Ltd.,


Site A, Gallanstown, New Nangor - Fox & Geese Road, Clondalkin, 


Dublin 22.


9 general industrial units, in 4 separate blocks, E.S.B.

S97A/0266 Rossmere Developments Ltd.,


Balgaddy, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


12 no. duplex apartments, comprising of 2 no. 1 bedroomed,

S97A/0329 Devondale Ltd.,


Cherryfield Drive/Quarry Drive, Crumlin, Dublin 12


Residential development consisting of 16 no. 1 bedroom

S97A/0373 Deane Brothers Developments Limited,


Lands at Owendoher , Ballyboden Road, Dublin 16.


Permission sought for demolition of Owendoher House and

S97A/0405 Mr. N. Murphy,


Land to rear no 8. Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


Permission is being sought for the construction of 8 no. two

S97A/0411 Jackson Properties Limited,


No's 168, and 180 and 120 and WACE Specialist Print Dublin 


Factory Limited at , Butterfield Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.


Permission sought for 63 no 2 storey houses (15 X 5 bed

S97A/0429 Mr Anthony Brazil


St. Columban's, Balrothery, Tallaght, Dublin 24


Application for outline permission for 12 No. two

S97A/0471 Kelland Homes Ltd.,


Knockmitten, site between Monastery Walk, Woodford Lawn and 


Woodford Road, with , access from Monastery Road.


Residential development consisting of 143 No. units

S97A/0492 Kevin McNulty,


Site off Crag Crescent, Clondalkin Industrial Estate, Dublin 22.


Light industrial/warehouse units with ancillary office areas

S97A/0618 National Building Agency Ltd


Brookview, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


44 houses, 6 apartments, 1 group home and associated works

S97A/0689 Rathfarnham Medical Centre,


Site bounded by Nutgrove Avenue, Grange Road and Loreto 


Terrace, Rathfarnham, , Dublin 14.


Residential development, including the construction of an

S97A/0692 Durkan New Homes Ltd.,


Kilmahuddrick, Clondalkin, Dublin 22, with entrance off existing 


Distributor , Road located between Kilmahuddrick Close and Old 


Castle Drive.


293 no. houses consisting of A,B,C,D & E type 2 & 3 storey

S97A/0735 Owendoher Developments Ltd.,


Pump Services Ltd., Willsbrook Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.


9 three bedroomed and 38 two bedroomed townhouses,

S97A/0822 Western Investments Limited,


Oak Road Western Business Park. Backing on to M50.


9 no. industrial unit with offices on 2 no sites with area

S98A/0103 Maplewood Homes Ltd


Ballyowen, Irishtown, Ballydowd and Yellow Walls, Lucan, Co. 


A Distributor Road connecting the existing roundabout at

S98A/0153 Deane Brothers Developments Ltd


'The Orchard', Old Leixlip, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


118 apartments consisting of 31 x 2 bed and 29 x 3 bed. and

S98A/0198 Turlough Hammill and Michael Cosgrave,


Site adjoining Tallaght Auto-Parts, Old Blessington Road, Tallaght 


Town Centre, , Tallaght, Dublin 24.


Residential development of 14 no. 2 bedroom and 1 no. 1

S98A/0401 Western Investments Limited,


Western Business Park, Oak Road, Co. Dublin.


2 no. detached industrial units with offices and 5 no.

S98A/0533 Village Homes Ltd.


Anley Lodge, Esker Lane, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Demolition of existing dwelling and garage and construction

S98A/0568 John Regan,


Firhouse Shopping Centre, Firhouse, Dublin 24.


Residential and commercial development including 56

S98A/0596 Dorville Homes (Dublin) Ltd.,


Site bounded by St. John's Park and Commons Road, with access 


from St. John's , Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


38 two storey houses.

S98A/0683 Lowe Taverns (Tallaght) Limited,


site bounded by Blessington Road and Belgard Square East and 


adjoining The , Square Shopping Centre car park, Tallaght, Dublin 


A mixed commercial/residential development comprising two

S98A/0694 Bunty Property Ltd.,


Killinarden Heights, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


Demolition of existing bungalow, site clearance, and the

S98A/0723 Kemberton Properties Ltd.,


Beside Griffeen Lodge, Adamstown Road, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


12 no. apartments and 12 no. duplex units, entrance and

S98A/0753 Wishpark Development Ltd.,


6 Butterfield Crescent, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.


5 detached and semi detached 2 storey houses, associated

S98A/0769 G. Haugh,


Forest Lodge, Kingswood Heights, Ballymount Road, Tallaght, 


Dublin 24.


6 no. one bedroom apartments and 12 no. two bedroom

S98A/0797 
Lands to rear and side of 182 Butterfield Avenue, Rathfarnham, 


Dublin 14.


Residential development comprising six 2 storey 3 bedroom

S98A/0800 Garland Homes Ltd.


lands at Buck & Hounds with access from Boot Road, Clondalkin 


(formerly Leamore , Ltd.)


40 no. two storey houses and 102 no. three and four storey

S98A/0843 Holy Ghost Fathers,


Kimmage Manor, Whitehall Road, Dublin 12.


Residential accommodation buildings incorporating 60

S98A/0854 Noel Reynolds,


Site bounded by Knocklyon Road, Templeroan Access Road and 


the rear of no.s , 11-20 Templeroan Crescent and 22, 24, 26 


Templeroan Court, Rathfarnham, Dublin , 16.


4 no. 2 bed single storey semi-detached cottages.

S98A/0909 Durkan New Homes Ltd.,


Brookview, Fortunestown Lane, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


Mixed residential development of 214 no. units, comprising

S99A/0153 Lismore Properties,


St. Brigid's, Convent View, Boot Road/Fonthill Road, Clondalkin, 


Dublin 22.


Demolition of 2 dwelling houses and construction of a

S99A/0186 E. & N. Hickey,


Site adjoining 'Rathinree', Esker Lane, Ballydowd, Lucan, Co. 


Erection of 21 no. apartments and 9 no. duplex units

S99A/0205 HSS Ltd.,


Site at Coldwater Commons, Moneyatta Commons, Boherboy, 


Saggart, Co. Dublin.


18 hole golf course in site of circa 53 hectares with two

S99A/0269 Cherrybridge Properties Ltd.,


North of IBIS Hotel with access off Monastery Road, Clondalkin, 


Dublin 22.


Residential development to comprise of 97 apartments in

S99A/0339 Rathcoole Products Ltd.


Greenogue Industrial Estate, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.


Construct 50,310 sq. metres of warehousing/light industrial

S99A/0414 United Drug Plc.,


Site at Fortunestown, Jobstown and Gibbons Townlands, Tallaght, 


Dublin 24.


Distribution facility comprising of a 7376 sq.m warehouse

S99A/0474 Oak Road Partnership,


Oak road and Oak Close , Nangor Road, Dublin 12.


To construct 4 showrooms, 23 light industrial units

S99A/0513 HSS Ltd.,


Fortunestown Lane, Saggart, Co. Dublin.


Residential development at Fortunestown Lane, Saggart,

S99A/0602 Begley Clarke,


'Riversdale House', Ballyboden Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.


Demolition of existing house and out buildings and derelict

S99A/0664 Sheelin McSharry Bushy Park Ltd.,


Our Lady's School, Templeogue Road, Dublin 6W.


Development of a site of some 3.1 hectares adjoining Our

S99A/0667 Latteridge Ltd.,


Clock Tower, Kingswood Heights, Ballymount Road, Dublin 24.


Construction of 1/2 stories above existing single storey

S99A/0700 S.H.S. Sales & Marketing Ltd.,


Elmfield Industrial Estate, Ninth Lock Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


Office based industrial units at ground level with 69

S99A/0756 Durkan New Homes ltd.,


Site of circa 17.9 acres at junction of Nangor Road and St. 


Cuthberts Road, , Clondalkin, with main access off St. Cuthberts 


32 no. 3 bed and 30 no. 2 bed terraced type courtyard

S99A/0863 Bymac Project Managers,


Oak Road, Gallanstown, Dublin 12 (bounded by Oak Road, Oak 


Drive and the M50 , motorway).


Development of an Industrial Enterprise Centre of

S99A/0865 Mr. J. Crowe,


Lands to the north of Fortunestown Shopping Centre with frontage 


on to , Cookstown Road and the proposed realigned Cookstown 


Development comprising three 3-storey blocks of apartments

S99A/0867 Cherrybridge Properties Ltd.,


Situated between the public open space of the Monastery Gate 


housing estate in , Clondalkin to the north and the improved 


Monastery Road to the South with , access off Monastery Road.


Residential development to comprise 44 no. apartments in 2

S99A/0868 Kriston Property Services Limited,


Site extending from Killakee Court to Firhouse Road (Cottage Plot 7 


and to rear , of 6),Firhouse, Dublin 24.


Development of lands including construction of 13 two storey

S99A/0897 Mr. Eoin Martin,


26 The Mill Pond, Nangor Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


Conversion of 2 storey townhouse to two 2 bedroom apartments

S99A/0898 Mr. Liam Igoe,


25 The Mill Pond, Nangor Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


Conversion of 2 storey townhouse to two 2 bedroom apartments

S99A/0928 Melbury Developments Ltd.,


Garters Lane, Saggart, Co. Dublin.


Construction of an apartment development consisting of three

S99A/0942 Dr. D. Ramiah,


Old Nangor Road, with access through existing vehicular entrance 


on 'The Link , Road', Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


Extension to existing single-storey building (medical

S99A/0961 Superquinn,


New Nangor Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


The amended scheme is for planning permission in an area of

S99A/0963 Raconteur Limited,


New Nangor Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


A mixed use district centre development. The development

SD02A/0188 Maplewood Developments Ltd.,


Site of circa 21 acres north of Oldcourt Road and west of Daletree 


Road , junction.


Residential development of 272 no. units consisting of 204

SD02A/0275 Keenbury Properties Ltd.


Belgard Square North/West, Tallaght Town Centre, Dublin 24


47,855 sq.metres of floor space in a mixed use development

SD02A/0276 Chris Norris & Eddie Bennett,


'The Bungalow', Ballyowen Lane, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Demolition of 'The Bungalow' and house on adjacent site

SD02A/0349 Pikesville Developments Ltd.,


Killinarden Shopping Centre, Dublin 24.


Development of shopping centre in two phases on three floors

SD02A/0427 Jackie Greene Construction Ltd


Former Sports ground adjacent to St. Pius Church on College Drive,


 Terenure, , Dublin 6w


Demolish existing sports clubhouse and construct 170

SD02A/0450 Mr. Joseph Linnane


St. Andrews Court, Rear of 11/12 Main Street, Lucan, Co Dublin


Residential courtyard development consisting of an extension

SD02A/0465 T. Quinn Properties


Land bounded by Tymon North Distributor Road, Old Blessington 


Road and existing , Residential estate at Balrothery, Tallaght, 


Dublin 24


Integrated housing development of private/affordable/social/

SD02A/0474 Rathcoole Properties,


Site at Main Street, adjoining Rathcoole Inn, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.


Office/apartment development consisting of 4 no. office

SD02A/0482 Durkan New Homes Ltd.,


Killinarden/Kiltipper, Dublin 24.


Commercial/residential development in accordance with the

SD02A/0549 Glan Developments Ltd.


Site bounded by Old Blessington Road to, The North, Cookstown 


Way To The East, & Tallaght By-Pass(N81) To The South


Residential development comprising 124 no. apartments in blocks 


of 3, 4 and 5

SD02A/0693 B. Heavey & Pat Shanahan


Prospect Lodge, Knocklyon Road, Dublin 16


Retention and refurbishment of existing house including demolition 


of single

SD02A/0700 Lexington Partnership


Site at corner of Monastery Road, And Monastery Park (Lexington 


House), Clondalkin, Dublin 22


Demolition of Lexington House and construction of residential 


development of 35

SD03A/0021 D. Mellon and D. Glynn


17A, Convent Lane, Junction Of Grange Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14


Demolition of the existing  3 storey house and garage together with 


the existing

SD03A/0171 Frank Towey


Land To The Rear Of Foxhunter Pub, Ballydowd, Lucan, Co Dublin


Construction of 16 no. apartments in two separate blocks 


consisting of

SD03A/0195 City & County Developments Ltd.


Kingswood Cottage B&B, Old Kingswood, Dublin 24


Two no. 2 storey with part 3 storey apartment blocks each with 12 


units

SD03A/0201 Durkan New Homes Ltd.,


Kiltipper/Killinarden Distributor Road, (off The Roundabout), 


Killinarden/Kiltipper, Dublin 24


Phase 2 of a neighbourhood centre comprising 4 no. ground floor 


commercial/

SD03A/0212 Mr. J. Kennedy


Everton House, Ballyboden Road, Ballyboden, Dublin 14


Demolition of the existing Everton House and construction of new 


duplexes containing

SD03A/0238 Jimmy, Ray & George Stanley


The Bungalow, Errislannan & The Adjacent Vacant, Site To The 


East, Main Street, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin


Demolition of a dwelling and associated out buildings comprising 


(1) The Bungalow

SD03A/0245 Holsten Property Company Limited


Site At Killinarden Link Road, Whitestown, Tallaght, Dublin 24


The development will consist of three blocks comprising 34 new 


light industrial/

SD03A/0269 LT Construction


Site at the Junction of Neilstown Road and, St. Marks Avenue, 


Rowlagh, Clondalkin, Dublin 22


Demolition of the existing building and the construction of a 


community centre,

SD03A/0271 Kelland Homes Ltd.


Site and lands on former Cowans Hardware, Orchard Lane, 


Clondalkin, Dublin 22


Development comprising approximately 4390sq.m. of development 


incorporating:  

SD03A/0276 Garyaron Homes Ltd.


Lands bounded by Slade Road, Boherboy Rd, and Watercourse 


Feeding Uppermill Pond and Rear of, 2 No. bungalows fronting 


onto Slade Road, Saggart, Co. Dublin


Mixed use commercial and residential development on a site area

SD03A/0320 Mark Elliott and Peter Queally


Site of 3.256 ha. to the southwest of, Junction of Whitestown Way & Tallaght Bypass, In The Townland of Whitestown, Tallaght, Dublin 


A mixed commercial, retail, retail warehouse, leisure and 


residential building c

SD03A/0323 Shelbourne Development


Belgard Square West / Cookstown Way, Tallaght Town Centre, 


Dublin 24


Mixed use development on a 1.034 hectare site. The total floor area 


of the

SD03A/0367 Mr. John O'Connor


Site 3A and 3B, Greenhills Road/Main Street, Tallaght Village, 


Dublin 24


4 no. buildings ranging from 2 to 4 stories over basement car 


parking 

SD03A/0368 Mr. John O'Connor


Site 3A, Greenhills Road/Main Street, Tallaght, Dublin 24


3 no. buildings ranging from 2 to 4 stories over basement car 


parking 

SD03A/0421 Dez Developments Ltd.,


Belgard Square West/Cookstown Way, Tallaght Town Centre, 


Tallaght, Dublin 24


Overall floor area of 81,925 sq.m. and will include; 537 no. 1, 2 and 


3 bedroom

SD03A/0462 S. Loftus


The Bungalow, Chapel Hill, The Townland of Lucan & Petty Canon, 


The Barony of Newcastle, Co. Dublin


Demolition of the existing bungalow and the construction of 3 no. 


separate apart

SD03A/0474 Durkan New Homes Ltd.


Site Adjacent St. Cuthbert's Park And Accessed From Westbourne 


Rise, (With Secondary Access From, Swallows Pub Car Park), 


Deansrath, Clondalkin, Dublin 22


124 apartments comprising 4 no. 3 bedroom units, 68 no. 2 


bedroom units

SD03A/0483 KGM Properties Ltd.


The Presbytery, Cookstown Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24


The demolition of 1 no. bungalow and the construction of

SD03A/0528 Saverio Macari


Tallaght Leisure Centre, Old Bawn Road / Courthouse Square, 


Tallaght, Dublin 24


Demolition of the existing Tallaght Leisure Centre building and 


construction of

SD03A/0548 Rosemount Properties Ltd.


Ballyowen Lane, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


36 dwellings comprising 20 no. 2-storey townhouses (in 4 no. 


blocks) with loft r

SD03A/0551 Stanalees Services Limited


The Trader's Public House, Saint James' Road, Walkinstown, 


Dublin 12


Change of use of first floor of licensed premises to 7 no. 


apartments with open

SD03A/0576 Mr. Jerry O'Riordan


The Laurels, Main Street, Tallaght, Dublin 24.


Demolition of an existing dwelling and other single storey 


structures, and the c

SD03A/0629 Coolbrook Properties Ltd.


Carraigeview House and adjoining site to, The South Of The Mall, 


Tay Lane, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.


Residential development of 40 no. apartmetns to comprise of:  1.  


Demolition of

SD03A/0633 Stephen Murphy & Tom Murphy


Former Iceland site at, Tallaght Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24


The revised proposal now consists of the following (1)

SD03A/0648 Stewarts Foundation & Durkan Homes Ltd.


Lands at Balgaddy, North Clondalkin, Co. Dublin.  The Site Is 


Bounded By, Balgaddy Road (To The North), Griffeen Avenue (to 


The East), And Lynch's Lane (to The South)


Phase 1 of a mixed use development scheme on a 4.4 hectare 


(10.9) acre) site, 

SD03A/0659 McHugh Management Company Ltd.


Site of the Old Greenhills Shopping Arcade Building, St. James 


Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12


Construct a proposed three storey over basement retail/apartment 


building.  The

SD03A/0785 Michael Beirne,


(located to the west of the Adamstown Road) with access from 


Adamstown Road, Lucan, Co. Dublin


2 storey block of apartments.16 number units comprising of 14 no. 


2 bedroom unit

SD03A/0789 Kevin Kelly


Cedar Grove, Firhouse Road, Templeogue, Dublin 16


Demolition of existing 2 storey house and construction of 3 storey 


apartment blo

SD03A/0801 Docfield  (Tallaght) Limited


Block One, Tallaght Retail Centre, Belgard Road, Dublin 24


Development consisting of (1) The demolition of the upper level 


retail units a

SD03A/0804 Respond Housing Association


Cookstown Way, Tallaght, Dublin 24


Block A, 2 and 3 storey vocational training, recreational and day care facility

SD03A/0972 Ellier Developments Ltd.


4.72 hectares to the south of the, Existing Woodstown 


Development, North Of The Permitted Continuation Of The East -
West Distributor Road, (Ref. SD02A/0426) And Accessed From The 
Provision of a creche of 361 sq.m. and a total of 228 residential 

SD04A/0099 Devondale Ltd


Fortunestown Lane, Saggart, Co. Dublin.


Demolition of  no. 1 dwelling and out buildings.  To build on 

SD04A/0117 Mr. Joseph Collins


Rear Backland Area Of, 5, Main Street Lucan, Lucan, Co. Dublin


3 storey apartment block consisting of 6 no. 2 bedroom apartments 

SD04A/0122 Lexington Partnership


Lexington House, Junction Of Monastery Road, Monastery Park, 


Clondalkin, Dublin 22


Demolition of existing 2 storey house and construction of

SD04A/0123 Mr. Tom Donoghue


Tom Donoghue Plant, Edmonstown Road, Edmonstown, Dublin 16


Erect a 3-storey residential building over basement car park 


comprising

SD04A/0175 Mr. Tim Costello


Old Kingswood, Old Naas Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22


Construction of and integrated development of housing consisting 


of 80 No. units

SD04A/0182 Curved Space Ltd


1 & 2, Wellington Cottages & Site Between, 1 Wellington Cottages &


 45 Wellington Lane, Dublin 6W


Demolition of 1 & 2 Wellington Cottages and Filling Station at site between 1

SD04A/0212 V. Buggy


Ballynakelly, Newcastle, Co Dublin


20 No. 2 storey (with converted attic space) dwellings, comprising of  16 No.

SD04A/0222 Viscount Securities Ltd.,


Site adjoining the Drive, the Green and, The Green Route, Boden 


Park, Ballyboden, Dublin 16


Development of 73 residential units consisting of Block A - 7 no.

SD04A/0233 Ms. Eithne O'Brien


Lands (2.05 Acres) Adjacent To The Eastern Side Of, The Green 


Isle Hotel Accessed From The, Boot Road Dublin 22 And Flanked 


By The N7 To The, South.


For a residential and community creche development on lands 


(2.05 acres)

SD04A/0359 Opus Developments Ltd.


Main Street, Cornerpark, Newcastle, Co. Dublin


62 residential units on a 1.63 hectare site.  The development 


comprises 37 x 3

SD04A/0393 Deane Homes,


Lands at and adjacent to former Dogs and, Cats Home, Woodtown 


Cottage, Woodtown, Stocking Lane, Dublin 16


Ten year permission for a development comprising residential, 


creche, retail,

SD04A/0476 David Lavin,


86, Butterfield Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.


Demolition of existing house and the construction of a two storey 


block of

SD04A/0479 Christopher Fox


79, Kiltalown Road, With Frontage Also To Kiltalown Crescent, 


Jobstown, Tallaght, Dublin 24


Re-development of the property, comprises: (a) The reduction in the


 floor area

SD04A/0497 Mr. Frank Grogan


Mill Road, Saggart, Co. Dublin


The development will consist of a two storey office/retail unit of 


205sqm facing

SD04A/0594 Tony & Marian Haugh


Heathersett, Old Court Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24


Demolish existing dormer residence and construct a residential 


housing development

SD04A/0731 Mr. John O'Connor,


Greenhills Road/Main Street, Tallaght Village, Dublin 24


4 no. linked apartment blocks ranging from 2 to 4 storey.  The 


proposed

SD04A/0936 Frank Kiernan


Peamount United Football Club, Aylmer Avenue, Newcastle, Co. 


Dublin.


Revised site layout which results in the reduction in dwelling

SD04A/0963 Mr. M. Cunningham,


Capri, Whitechurch Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14


A residential development consisting of 5 no. 4 bedroom 


townhouses.  

SD04A/0979 J.P. Molloy,


Stoney Road, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin


Development will consist of 2 no. single storey one bed dwellings, 


50 no. storey

SD05A/0065 Blueridge Properties Limited


No's 1 And 2, Demesne View, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Significant Additional Information and revised plans in relation to the

SD05A/0125 Sean Cleary


5, Station Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


9 residential units, comprising of 4 no. 2 and a half storey 


three-bedroom semi-

SD05A/0125 Sean Cleary


5, Station Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.


9 residential units, comprising of 4 no. 2 and a half storey 


three-bedroom semi-

SD05A/0179 Kelland Homes Ltd.


Site and lands at Orchard Lane, Clondalkin, adjacent and to the 


North of the Former, Cowan's Hardware site.


New 3/4 storey block of Residential Accommodation fronting onto 


Orchard Lane 

SD05A/0319 Mr. Donal Burns,


Mill House, Castle Road, Saggart, Co. Dublin


The development will consist of a) the demolition of an existing 


bungalow and

SD05A/0409 Frank Towey


Lands adjacent to Foxhunter Pub, Ballydowd, Lucan, Co. Dublin


Construction of a residential development of 14 no. dwelling units 


arranged

SDZ04A/1
Castlethorn Construction,


Site of approx 12.55ha bounded by, Finnstown House And Golf 


Course To The North, The R120 Lock Road/Newcastle Road To 


The East, The Dublin-Kildare Rail Line To The South, In The 


Townlands Of Finnstown And, Adamstown, Lucan, Co. Dublin


Development comprising 448 dwellings consisting of 14 no. 


one-bedroom units, 132

SDZ05A/2
Maplewood Developments Ltd.


South of Hillcrest Estate being part of Development Area 3 (Airlie 


Stud) of Adamstown Strategic Development Zone Planning 


Scheme, Dodsborough, Lucan, Co. Dublin.


Residential development consisting of 252 no. dwelling units 


consisting of 27 no

(C/0792/05)
PARK AND RIDE SERVICES

QUESTION Councillor T. Ridge


To ask the Manager to report on the proposed Park and Ride services for this County?”

REPLY:
Park & Ride (P&R) services in the South Dublin County area can be considered under three headings:

•
Rail-based 

•
Bus-based 

•
Temporary (Operation Freeflow) 

1.   Rail-based P&R facilities are presently available at the Red Cow LUAS stop. These were provided as part of the LRT contract works and are in the control of the RPA. Access to the site is restricted by the present road layout, particularly from the Clondalkin area, and this accounts for the limited use currently being experienced. This situation will be rectified on completion of the M50 upgrade works at Red Cow, including the provision of the Grade Separated Access linking Monastery Road to the Park & Ride site. Additional rail-based P&R facilities will be provided at the Tallaght LUAS terminus as part of mixed development which is currently under construction.

2.   While bus-based P&R is presently limited to a small site provided on Grange Road in conjunction with the Rathfarnham QBC scheme, proposals are currently in development to provide bus-based P& R at locations off the N4 and N7 radial routes. Initial survey-work has been completed and preliminary designs are in development. Both sites will allow for up to 1000+ car spaces, with a possible option to develop a 500-space site as a first phase in the case of the N7. The sites are designed to serve the City Centre, and applications have been made to the Department of Transport for the necessary bus-licences which it is proposed wiill be offered as a franchise by way of public tender. Both sites will require an EIS, and work on these is being progressed. An economic feasibility study has been completed, and a full business case study will be undertaken as part of the EIS process. Discussions are ongoing with the Department of Transport to identify funding for the project.

3.  As part of this year's Operation Freeflow programme, bus-based P&R facilities will be provided at the Spawell complex, off the N81. This will commence on 6th December and is being organised by Dublin Bus and the Spawell management, and SDCC will be supporting the initiative by providing directional signs for approaching drivers. The permanent VMS (variable message signs) on the M50 will also be utilised. Further details are available on http://www.freeflow.ie/buspnr.htm.

(C/0793/05)
COMMUNITY CHILDCARE
QUESTION :  Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he would provide a report on the Council's involvement, financial and otherwise, in supporting the provision of community childcare services in the County?
REPLY: 

The Council assists local Childcare Committees where it can, particularly in the identification of sites for childcare facilities. The Council is also represented on some of these local committees.
The South Dublin County Childcare Committee is a Sub-Group of the County Development Board. The Committee is funded by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform through Area Development Management Ltd. (ADM) recently renamed Pobal. 

Local Childcare Committees are funded through Pobal for the provision of childcare facilities for both their capital and revenue budgets. The Council has no funding role in this regard.

(C/0794/05)
HOUSING UNITS

QUESTION:   Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he would provide a report on projects through which the Council secures housing units for letting to tenants additional to the Council’s housing programme?

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council occasionally purchases individual houses, procures social housing under Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) and procures availability contracts under RAS. 

RAS (the Rental Accommodation Scheme) for which South Dublin County Council is one of the lead authorities was recently commenced in the county.

 A number of social housing units have already been procured under Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).  Agreements have been reached for the procurement of further social/voluntary housing units at various locations throughout the county during 2006.   

Under RAS the Council will be entering into availability contracts with private landlords whereby the Council will have exclusive nomination rights to the properties for the duration of the contract.  Initially only those who have been in receipt of Rent Supplement for a minimum of 18 months and who have a long-term housing need qualify to transfer to RAS.

There are approximately 3,800 RS recipients in South Dublin of which approximately 3000 are on the Council’s Housing Waiting List.  

The RAS unit will be working its way through these cases over the next three years as they hit the 18 month threshold.

It is hoped that “package transfer deals” comprising the existing property, landlord and tenant can be agreed in most cases.  At the end of 2008 the scheme will be reviewed by Government and if successful, it has the potential to become a very significant element of social housing provision where further contracts can be entered into and provision of rented units increased.

(C/0795/05)
COUNCIL’S PLAY POLICY

QUESTION :  Councillor E. Tuffy
“To ask the Manager if he would provide a progress report on the development of the Council's Play Policy and a summary of proposed additional playground facilities in the County in 2006?”
REPLY: 
The Council’s Draft Play Policy was presented at the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005. Following discussion the Committee recommended the adoption of the Policy by the full Council. In this regard the policy will be presented to the Area Committees and to the Council for formal adoption early in the New Year.

Playgrounds are proposed for the following locations in 2006;

•Kiltalown,Tallaght

•Brookfield,Tallaght 

•Collinstown Park,Clondalkin

•
Upgrading works to the regional playgrounds at Corkagh Park and at Griffeen Valley Park will continue
(C/0796/05) 
SOUND BARRIERS CLOSE TO M50
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren
"To ask the Manager to set out the policy of South Dublin County Council in respect of the erection of sound barriers close to the M50 motorway as  a means of reducing noise pollution for residents who live in the adjoining estates to the M50, or within a reasonable distance from the M50, if this matter has been discussed with the NRA, and the natureof those discussions, if in the context of the proposed work on upgrading the M50 over the next three years, if this matter could be considered and acted upon, and if he will make a statement in the matter."

REPLY:
As part of the development of the M50 Improvement Scheme an assessment of the effect of traffic noise was carried out.  This assessment was carried out as  part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIS) undertaken by the Council's consultants. This EIS was submitted to An Bord Pleanala together with a Motorway Order in Sept.04 with the approval of the NRA.  The scheme was approved by An Bord Pleanala following an oral hearing at which submissions were made by interested parties on 29/4/05.  The approval included conditions relating to noise attenuation and noise barriers at particular locations and these have been included in the tender documentation on which contracters were invited to tender These tenders are currently being evaluated. 

(C/0797/05)
MANAGEMENT COMPANIES

QUESTION:  Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager to set out reasons why South Dublin County Council makes a condition on various planning applications to have management and licensed companies employed to run essential services on new housing developments, if the council is aware of the considerable public controversy surrounding fees charged by such companies for the services they provide, and if, in the light of recent statements from the Government, South Dublin County Council will change its policy in relation to this matter, and if he will make a statement on the matter”.

REPLY:

When granting planning permission for residential developments the following is inserted as a condition of  the planning permission where appropriate:-

“Prior to the occupation of the first residential unit a plan clearly identifying the external common areas of the development being retained in private ownership shall be submitted to the Planning Authority. The said areas shall not be taken in charge by the Council and shall instead be maintained by a Management Company set up for this purpose pursuant to The Companies Act 1963, as amended.   Continued membership of a Management Company set up for this purpose pursuant to the Companies Acts, 1963 as amended shall be compulsory for all owners for the time being of property within the development.   A copy of the Certificate of Incorporation of the said Company shall be submitted to the Planning Authority with the said plan.  Any changes to the status or nature of the Management Company shall be notified to the Council forthwith.   The Management Company shall hold insurance for public liability risk at all times.

REASON:  To ensure a proper standard of residential development and maintenance of the private areas within the development.”

This condition is inserted in permissions where the development consists of apartments, gated developments and in cases where the developer has indicated that it is not intended that the roads and  services and open spaces be offered for taking in charge by the Council.

The purpose of inserting this condition in relevant planning permissions is to protect future purchasers by ensuring a management company is formed which will maintain common and shared areas within the development such as car spaces, green verges, lighting, on-site access avenues or driveways, roofs and the external fabric of the building/s and also internal common services and shared areas such as corridors, floors, walls, attic tanks and plumbing, which are external to the apartment itself.

The Law Reform Commission is at present examining various issues in respect of the legislation governing management companies. It expects to be in a position to publish a Consultation Paper in early 2006.

I set out hereunder details of the estates where the Council have received documentation confirming that Management Companies have taken responsibility for the upkeep of the common areas within developments:

Address Of Development

The Exchange

Gallanstown

Crag Crescent

Owendoher Lodge

Charleville Square

St. Columbans, Balrothery

Whitehall Square

Grange View Road, Close, Walk etc.

Old Bawn Court

Otterbrook

Centrepoint Business Park

Monastery Heath

Liffey Valley Park

The Orchard

St. John's Road Estate

Tuansgate

Hazel Grove Court

Butterfield Meadow

Uppercross Court

Kilininny Court

Templeroan

Palmerstown Square

Mount Talbot

Esker Pines

Oak Road and Oak Close

Fairgreen Estate

Greenogue Industrial Estate

Elmfield Industrial Estate

Mill Pond

Newlands Manor

Swiftwood

Bushy Park House

Riversdale View

Finnstown Hall

Mount Andrew

Thornfield Square

Carrigmore, Fortunestown Lane

Brownsbarn  Orchard

Kilvere Park

The Courthouse Apartments

Cloragh Mills

Hunters Wood

Loreto Abbey

The Farm,Tymon Lane

Chaplains Row .

Tara Crescent

Rosebank Court

Aras na Cluaine

Marlfield and Kiltipper Gate

Brownsbarn Court

Hansted

Montpelier Court

Ros Mor View

Newcastle Manor

Mill Race

Woodview Court

Ballyowen Hall

Library Square

Westend Gate

Esker Manor

The Belfry

Beechdale Court

Weaver Court

Units at Killnarden Link Rd.

Brownsbarn Gardens

Eaton,Main St. Rathcoole

Slade Castle

United Drug PLC

Millpark

It is considered appropriate that the Council should continue to insert the above Condition in relevant planning permissions pending the findings of the Law Reform Commission and any future change in current legislation on this matter.

It should be noted that as a property owner the developer is not obliged legally to offer or complete a taking-in-charge procedure in respect of new development.

(C/0798/05)
TRANSPORT 21

QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren
“To ask the Manager to set out the implications for South Dublin County Council in respect of the Government's recent announcement concerning "Transport 21", and if at this stage he could indicate the general route which will follow the introduction of new Metro and Luas lines in the functional area of South Dublin County Council, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”
REPLY

The 10-year programme, Transport 21, recently announced by the Minister for Transport  includes the following projects in the South Dublin County Council area, together with planned completion dates:

1)        Metro West Line (Tallaght - Swords)

          - Phase 1, Tallaght to Clondlakin [2010]  

          - Phase 2, Clondalkin to Lucan [2011]

          - Phase 3, Lucanto Blanchardstown [2012]

2)      LUAS

         - Tallaght to Citywest Extension [2008, subject to developer contributions]

         - Lucan to City Centre (James St.) via Liffey Valley [2013]

         - [N.B. City centre linking of Tallaght & Sandyford lines to be completed by 2008]

3)      Main-line Rail

         - Completion of Kildare rail upgrade, providing new commuter services at   Adamstown and Parkwest [2010]

         - Extension of electrification to Hazelhatch [2015]

4)      National Road Programme

         - M50 Upgrade Phase 1, incl. N4, N7 & Ballymount Interchanges [2007]

         - M50 Upgrade Phase 2, incl. Scholarstown Interchange [2010]

         - N81 Tallaght to Blessington upgrade works incl. extension of dual carriageway from Jobstown [date unspecified, but likely to be towards latter end of 10-year programme]

5)      Role of the Bus

         - Greater focus on development of orbital. feeder and local services, and integrating with other services, e.g. rail network

         - QBN network to be doubled [2005-2015: QBN Project Office priority list subject to ongoing review, update and agreement with DTO and agencies incl. SDCC]

         - Additional buses to be provided to Dublin Bus [20 no. immediately]

6)     Park & Ride

        - Park & Ride facilities to be provided, with particular focus on rail-based public transport 

        - [N.B. development of bus-based P&R facilities in SDCC area (N4 and N7) also in negotiation with DoT as Pilot Project under Transport 21 programme.]     

Further information is available from the following web-sites: 

http://www.sdublincoco.ie\sdcc\departments\roads\publications\html\Q.36%20Transport%2021.2.html 

http://www.transport.ie/viewitem.asp?id=7048&lang=ENG&loc=1850 

(C/0799/05)
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0800/05)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

9 properties are now complete

Public Private Partnership                                                       5





      Part V Affordable Properties                                                   0


      Integrated Area Plan                                                                4


Total                                                                                         9

 and in order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001it is now proposed that the Council dispose of 9 of these properties to eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. 

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants.

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0801/05)
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 159 ALPINE HEIGHTS CLONDALKIN DUBLIN 22
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr and Mrs. Edward O’ Connor to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr and Mrs. Edward O’ Connor have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	159 Alpine Heights,
Clondalkin,
Dublin 22

	Mr. and Mrs. 

Edward O’Connor
	03/06/1974
	Edward O’Dowd
	€480


_____________________

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0802/05)
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 19 LIMEKILN AVENUE WALKINSTOWN DUBLIN 12
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr and Mrs. William Harris to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr and Mrs. William Harris have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	19 Limekiln Avenue

Walkinstown,

Dublin 12.


	Mr. and Mrs. 

William Harris
	06/05/1974
	Una O’ Callaghan
	€480


_____________________

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0803/05)
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 12 LIMEKILN AVENUE WALKINSTOWN DUBLIN 12
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Doyle to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Doyle have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	12 Limekiln Avenue

Walkinstown,
Dublin 12.

	Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Doyle


	26/07/1974
	Una O’ Callaghan
	€480


_____________________

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0804/05)
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 132 BALROTHERY ESTATE TALLAGHT DUBLIN 24
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. and Mrs. Martin Savage to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. and Mrs. Martin Savage have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.


	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	132 Balrothery 

Estate, Tallaght,

Dublin 24.


	Mr. and Mrs. Martin Savage


	27/07/1973
	Siobhan O’ Dea
	€450


_____________________

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0805/05)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT  1 DRUMCAIRN GREEN,TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“On the 04/10/2005 the above property was repossessed by South Dublin County Council for non-payment of outstanding instalments. The property  was offered for sale on the open market. The highest offer was received from Paula Palmer and Richard Kavanagh  of 22 Rosebank,Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24. This offer is considered fair and reasonable.

It is now proposed to dispose of the fee simple interest in the property at 1 Drumcairn Green, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to Paula Palmer and Richard Kavanagh,Tallaght, Dublin 24 for the sum of €260,000.

The consent of the council to this disposal is sought in accordance with S88 of the Housing Act 1966 subject to the provisions of S183 of the Local Government Act 2001 as amended.

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0806/05)
VARIATION IN PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT COOKSTOWN ROAD, FORTUNESTOWN, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO AVORADO HOLDINGS LTD. 
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting held on 9th June 2003 noted a proposal to dispose of a site at Cookstown Road, Fortunestown, Tallaght comprising 0.4427 hectares (1.09 acres ) or thereabouts  as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. RE 0308 to Avorado Holdings Limited, 20 Fortfield Drive, Terenure, Dublin 6 and that a Building Licence be issued to them in respect of the construction of the realigned section of Cookstown Road along the northern boundary of the above plot, subject to terms and conditions. Minute No. C/0571/03 refers.  The agreed terms envisaged the granting of an Agreement to Lease and Building Licence to Avorado Holdings Limited initially with transfer of title being effected by way of grant of a 999 year lease only when the development on site had reached eaves level and the section of road and ancillary works had been completed satisfactorily.  In the meantime, the Council has been made aware that the Bank which is financing the development requires Avorado Holdings Ltd to have satisfactory title to the lands before funds will be advanced. With a view to progressing the matter it is now proposed to grant the 999 year lease of the development lands to Avorado Holdings Ltd at the outset subject to the Company putting in place a performance bond with a reputable bank in the sum of €3.5 million in favour of South Dublin County Council. The purpose of the Bond is to guarantee the completion of the approved development on site and will remain in place for the benefit of the Council until the entire development has reached eaves level and the road and ancillary works are satisfactorily completed. 

I therefore recommend that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council vary the following terms for the disposal of a site at Cookstown Road, Fortunestown, Tallaght comprising 0.4427 hectares (1.09 acres ) or thereabouts as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. RE 0308 to Avorado Holdings Limited as set out hereunder: - The terms and conditions of the original disposal as outlined in Minute No. C/0571/03 otherwise to remain unchanged. 

	Existing Conditions
	Revised Conditions

	2. That the Purchaser shall pay a capital    

    premium to the Council in the sum of   

    €150,000 (one hundred and fifty thousand   

    euro) as follows:

(a)     10% on the date of execution of the 

agreement for lease or 31st July, 2003       whichever is the earlier.  Such amount to be refunded (without the payment of interest thereon) in the event that the development proposed for the site does not receive full planning permission.

 (b)    70% upon notification of the grant of

          planning permission for the proposed         

          development by the Council.

©       20% on the date Date of Grant of the

          Lease.  

    Interest at the rate of 15% per annum shall     

    apply to outstanding sums in the event of   

    failure to comply with any of the above       

    dates.


	2. That the Purchaser shall pay a capital 

    premium to the Council in the sum of     

    €150,000 (one hundred and fifty thousand   

    euro) to be paid in full on the date of    

    execution of the lease.



	3.   That along the northern boundary of the 

plot,  the subject of the disposal, the Purchaser, at his own cost, shall construct a new roadway to full "taking in charge" standard to include footpaths, drainage, lighting, grass margins, services diversions/connections, junction tie-ins with traffic lights (if required) at either end and cycle ways.  All works and materials shall be at the direction and to the specification of the Director of Transportation and County Engineer, whose agreement on all such matters shall be obtained, as soon as possible, and shall form part of the schedules to the agreement to lease.


	3.  That along the northern boundary of the 

      plot, the subject of the disposal, the Purchaser, at his own cost, shall construct a new roadway to full "taking in charge" standard to include footpaths, drainage, lighting, grass margins, services diversions/connections, junction tie-ins with traffic lights (if required) at either end and cycle ways.  The Council shall be prepared to grant the Purchaser a Building Licence in respect of the site of the proposed new roadway and ancillary works for a period of eighteen months. All works and materials shall be at the direction and to the specification of the Director of Transportation and County Engineer, whose agreement on all such matters shall be obtained as soon as possible, and shall form part of the schedules to the Building Licence.



	5.   That on receipt of the necessary statutory 

      approvals to the disposal the County  Solicitor  shall forward an Agreement for Lease to the Purchaser which must be executed and returned within four weeks of its date of issue.  In the event of it not being executed within the specified time period and the initial payment not having been paid (as set out above) the Council shall have the absolute right, exercised reasonably, to withdraw from the proposed agreement.


	5.  That on receipt of the necessary statutory 

      approvals to the revised disposal terms the County  Solicitor  shall forward a Lease to the Purchaser which must be executed and returned within four weeks of its date of issue.  In the event of it not being executed within the specified time period and the capital premium not having been paid (as set out above) the Council shall have the absolute right, exercised reasonably, to withdraw from the proposed agreement.



	6.  That the Council shall be prepared to grant 

the Purchaser a Building Licence (to include the area of the proposed new roadway and ancillary works) for a period of eighteen months and enter into an agreement for lease to ensure the satisfactory completion of the approved development within that period.  The number of apartments, if any,  provided on the site,  shall not exceed 40 units and there shall be no access points from the development onto the new road (i.e. the realigned Cookstown Road).
	6.  Deleted in full.

	7.That as soon as building works have reached eaves level to
the entire of the development and the proposed new road and all ancillary works are completed and if all works have been carried
 out to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning, the Counci
l will grant the Purchaser a lease of the property.  The lease 
shall be for a term of 999 years (commencing from a date to be agreed upon) subject to a rent of €70.00 per annum and shall include a building covenant to satisfactorily complete the 
approved development.  For conveyancing reasons the lease 
may at the County Solicitor's discretion include or exclude the 
social (or affordable) housing units and associated car spaces 
which are to transfer to the Council.

      The Lessee will have the option to acquire the Council's fee simple interest in the property excluding Council's accommodation and any wayleaves or rights of way required for the sum of €700 (seven hundred euro) plus the proper legal costs of transfer on satisfactory completion of the entire development as certified by the Director of Planning.


	7.  That the Council will grant the Purchaser 

     a  lease of the site for a term of 999 years       

 (commencing from a date to be agreed      

    upon)subject to a rent of €70.00 per    annum and shall include a building covenant to satisfactorily complete the approved  development.  

     The Purchaser shall also put in place a

performance bond with a reputable bank in the sum of €3,500,000 (three million five hundred thousand euro) in favour of the Council. The Bond will guarantee the completion of the approved development on the site and will remain in place to the benefit of the Council until building works have reached eaves level to the entire of the development and the proposed new road and all ancillary works are completed. The building works to be completed within a specified period of eighteen months.

     For conveyancing reasons the lease may            

     at the County Solicitor’s discretion    

     include or exclude the social (or affordable) housing units and associated car spaces which are to transfer to the Council.

The Lessee will have the option to acquire the Council's fee simple interest in the property excluding Council's accommodation and any wayleaves or rights of way required for the sum of €700 (seven hundred euro) plus the proper legal costs of transfer on satisfactory completion of the entire development as certified by the Director of Planning.



	8. That the Purchaser shall undertake not to use the

    site for any other purposes other than that of     

    carrying out the approved development.
	8.  That the Purchaser shall undertake not to 

use the site for any other purposes other than that of carrying out the approved development.  The approved development shall mean the development on site for which planning permission has been obtained. The number of apartments, if any, provided on site, shall not exceed 40 units and there shall be no access points from the development onto the new road (i.e. the realigned Cookstown Road). 

    Note:  15% of the apartment units shall be reserved for social and affordable housing in accordance with the provisions of the Council's Housing Strategy and Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended.  The Purchaser must discuss this aspect (including costings) with the Council's Housing Department at an early date.  The Council will also require title to an appropriate number of car spaces.  In the case of underground car spaces (if any) for the said housing units these must be provided at building cost plus VAT but in any event at not more than €25,000 (twenty five thousand euro) inclusive of VAT per space.



	11. That South Dublin County Council reserves the 

right to re-enter on the site and resume  possession thereof should the Purchaser fail to commence and complete the buildings and the proposed new road and all ancillary works within the specified period or in the event of the Purchaser’s bankruptcy or insolvency save in the case of a financial institution which has entered into a mortgage with the Purchaser for the purposes of financing the development of the site.
	11.  That South Dublin County Council 

reserves the right to re-enter on the site and to implement the performance bond put in place by the Purchaser in accordance with Clause 7 hereof  should the Purchaser fail to commence and complete the approved development including the proposed new road and all ancillary works within the specified period or in the event of the Purchaser’s bankruptcy or insolvency. 

	12. That during the building period and pending the

grant of the lease, the Purchaser will insure the buildings against fire and all other insurable risks with an approved insurance company and pay all necessary premiums.

The insurance shall be in the joint names of the parties and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for the full reinstatement value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for professional fees and removal of debris charges.

       The Purchaser shall also indemnify South County Council against any claim for compensation which might/may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the site, or on any working areas or on any access points thereto.  The minimum limit of indemnity required by the Council is €6.4 million (six million, four hundred thousand euro) for any one accident.


	12.  That during the building period, the

Purchaser will insure the buildings against fire and all other insurable risks with an approved insurance company and pay all necessary premiums.

The insurance will be for such an amount as will provide cover for the full reinstatement value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for professional fees and removal of debris charges. The Council’s interest will be noted on the policy.

       The Purchaser shall also indemnify South County Council against any claim for compensation which might/may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the site, or on any working areas or on any access points thereto.  The minimum limit of indemnity required by the Council is €6.4 million (six million, four hundred thousand euro) for any one accident.



	13. That pre-planning application discussions take

      place at an early date.

      Note:  15% of the apartment units shall be reserved for social and affordable housing in accordance with the provisions of the Council's Housing Strategy and Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended.  The Purchaser must discuss this aspect (including costings) with the Council's Housing Department at an early date.  The Council will also require title to an appropriate number of car spaces.  In the case of underground car spaces (if any) for the said housing units these must be provided at building cost plus VAT but in any event at not more than €25,000 (twenty five thousand euro) inclusive of VAT per space.


	13.  Deleted in full.

	14. That the Purchaser must apply for full planning 

    early date, but at all events not later than a date   

    eight weeks after the date of receipt of the

    necessary approvals and consents to the disposal.


	14. Deleted in full.

	15. That the construction programme setting out the 

projected timings of the various development works must be available for agreement with the Director of Planning and the Director of Transportation & County Engineer within four weeks of the date of receipt of planning permission for the development. Building works must commence within a period of two months following the date upon which planning permission is granted.  The agreement may, at the absolute discretion of the Council, be rescinded if the Purchaser fails to make an application for planning permission within the specified period or fails to commence building works within the set period.


	15.  That the construction programme setting 

out the projected timings of the various development works must be available for agreement with the Director of Planning and the Director of Transportation & County Engineer within four weeks of the date of execution of the Lease. Building works must commence within a period of two months following the date of execution of the Lease.  



	16. That as part of this proposed agreement the Purchaser 

shall at the date of entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing the construction of the development pay any Council financial contributions, applicable generally in the Council area at the time and required as a condition of the grant of planning permission (these maybe discussed in more detail in pre-planning application discussions).  No appeal to be made in respect of any of the above mentioned financial contributions.


	16.  That  the Purchaser shall at the date of 

entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing the construction of the development pay any Council financial contributions, applicable generally in the Council area at the time and required as a condition of the grant of planning permission (these maybe discussed in more detail in pre-planning application discussions).  No appeal to be made in respect of any of the above mentioned financial contributions.



	22. That the Purchaser shall satisfy the Council that

      sufficient funds are available for both the         

      payment of the Capital Premium and the

      undertaking and completing of the proposed

      agreed development.  This information is

      required prior to 30th June, 2003.


	22.  That the Purchaser shall satisfy the 

Council that sufficient funds are available for both the payment of the Capital Premium and the undertaking and completing of the proposed agreed development.  This information is required prior to the issue of the lease.




_____________________

J. Horan,

County Manager

Note: Planning permission for the development of the above site was granted  on 2/9/2004 -Planning Reg. Ref. SD04A/0373.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor J. Daly.  The Manager responded to the Members’ query.
The report was NOTED.
(C/0807/05)
REPORT ON THE PUBLIC NOTIFICATION PROCESS UNDER PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001-2003 FOR THE CREATION OF A PEDESTRIAN PRIORITY AMENITY CORRIDOR FROM THE CIVIC THEATRE TO THE STUDENT GATE OF THE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY , TALLAGHT, KNOWN AS THE TALLAGHT “ZIP” PROJECT.
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The attached Report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 28th November,2005.
MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, 28th November 2005 
HEADED ITEM NO. 8 

 
Planning and Development Act, 2000

Part VIII Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations, 2001

Report on the creation of a pedestrian priority amenity corridor from the Civic Theatre to the student gate of the Institute of Technology, Tallaght, known as the Tallaght “ZIP” Project

Introduction:

Part VIII of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations, 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority developments. The regulations apply to the proposed Tallaght “ZIP” Project.

Description of Scheme as Advertised:

The creation of a pedestrian priority amenity corridor from the Civic Theatre to the student gate of the Institute of Technology, Tallaght comprising the widening and realignment of footpaths and junctions (including the elimination of a roundabout), street lighting, street furniture and planting. The works to include new landscaped areas, and all necessary associated ancillary works.

Public Notification Process:

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent and in The Echo on 12th September, 2005 in accordance with Part VIII of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations, 2001. The proposal was also on public display from Monday, 12th September, 2005 to Monday 10th October, 2005 at the offices of South Dublin County Council at County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 and Civic Centre, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

Any person wishing to make a submission or observations with respect to the proposed development dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated was invited to do so in writing. The latest date for the receipt of submissions or observations was before 5.00 p.m. on Monday 24th October, 2005.

Submissions:

There were no submissions received by the closing date.

Recommendation:

The proposed works, which maybe subject to minor modifications at detailed design stage, are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010. In addition the project is consistent with the aims and objectives of the South Dublin County Council Mobility Strategy currently being implemented by the Council’s Roads and Transportation Department and with the relevant objectives of the Corporate Plan – Connecting with Communities, 2005-2009 and the County Strategy, South Dublin – A Place for People. The project aims to place an emphasis on public transport and the objectives of the QBM and will provide clearly defined access for vulnerable users, cyclists, pedestrians, mobility and visually impaired, as an alternative to the private car.

It is proposed that the project proceed under the supervision of the County Architect and the Director of Transport in compliance with the above recommendation and commence early in the New Year.  

A presentation in relation to the project is available at the meeting. 

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision. 

Following consideration of the Report it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme as advertised should be proceeded with.

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area having regard to the Development Plan 2004-2010.  Accordingly, it is now proposed to proceed with the scheme as proposed.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Daly and E. Tuffy.  
The Manager responded to the Members’ queries.
It was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0808/05)
REPORT ON THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS UNDER PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001-2003 IN RESPECT OF THE COMPLETION OF A NEW FOOTBALL STADIUM AT WHITESTOWN WAY, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The attached Report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 28th November 2005.

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, 28th   November 2005
ITEM NO. H – I ( 7)


REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 IN RESPECT OF THE COMPLETION OF A NEW FOOTBALL STADIUM AT WHITESTOWN WAY, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.

Part 8 of the Local Government Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments.  These Regulations apply to the proposal to complete a new football stadium at Whitestown Way, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  Slides showing the layout of the proposed development are available at the meeting.

The proposed development relates to the completion of the partially built stadium undertaken on foot of planning permission, Planning Reg. Ref. S97A/0063. This stadium was to provide a homebase for Shamrock Rovers Football Club. Work on the development of the stadium ceased approximately 4 years ago and the planning permission has since expired.

 In light of the non-completion of the development and the inability of the Lessees to put in place a suitable financial package to enable the development to be completed, the Council commenced the process in late 2004 to terminate the leases and recover ownership of the site. The legalities to finalise the forfeiture /surrender of both the Mulden and Slonepark Leases are in course of being finalised at present. The Council proposes to complete the stadium as a publicly owned facility and to maintain and manage the facility assisted by funding from the Department of Arts, Sports and Tourism. Having regard to the Council’s initial objective of attracting a top football club to the area to provide a focus for the large youth population resident in Tallaght and in the County as a whole, it is proposed to honour the original commitment to provide a facility to Shamrock Rovers Football Club for the playing of its home games(up to 40 games per annum) and a revenue stream to include 50% of the advertising revenue derived from within the stadium. Otherwise the facility will be available for hire for appropriate sporting, municipal and community events. It is also proposed to provide a site within the stadium grounds to Shamrock Rovers Football Club for the construction of a clubhouse from their own resources if they so require. The provision of this clubhouse would be subject to a separate planning application by the Club.

The Shamrock Rovers Football Club has been operating in the Tallaght area for a number of years and in addition to the professional team, it also fields Leinster Senior Teams, an U21 Team, Ladies Team and twenty two teams ranging from Under 8’s to Under 18  catering for a total of 252 boys and girls.. The Club’s new management has indicated that it is fully committed to further developing the schoolboy and other playing elements and proposes to offer coaching classes to schools in the South Dublin region. The Club has also indicated that one of its aims is to play a full and active role in the community along the lines of the “Football in the Community” concept that is being developed in the U.K.

The works proposed include the completion of the stadium in two phases to seat 6000 persons in total. The first phase will include a covered stand to seat 3,000 persons with team changing-rooms, concession shops and ancillary facilities.  A two-storey facility incorporated in the stand will comprise offices, reception areas, function room and bar and concession shops.  This facility and the stadium will be owned by South Dublin County Council. Site works will include floodlighting, car-parking spaces, boundary walls/turnstiles, pitches and landscaping.

Public Consultation Process 

The proposal was advertised in the Irish Independent and the Tallaght Echo in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display at South Dublin County Council Offices:- 

County Hall, Town Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Civic Offices, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

from Monday 18th July, 2005 to Monday 26th September 2005

Any person wishing to make a submission or observation with respect to the proposed development dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development is situated was invited to do so.  The latest date for receipt of submissions was 5.00pm on Monday 26th September 2005.  (This date had been extended  by an additional four weeks at the request of interested parties).

Submissions Received 

A total of ninety three submissions were received, the majority of these were in the form of circular letters which were submitted by a number of parties.  The details of the parties who made submissions and the issues raised therein are outlined hereunder. As many of the submissions refer to similar issues, these have been summarised later in this report and the Council’s response appended to same. A file containing the submissions is available at the meeting:- 
Date :
From
25/7/2005
Cllrs Joe Neville,Marie Corr & M. Murphy 

on behalf of Sean Hennessy


      25/7/2005
Sean Hennessy, 5 Cill Cais, Old Bawn


      25/7/2005
VOICE c/o Sean Hennessy 5, Cill Cais,




Old Bawn






      25/7/2005
Ellen Gahan, Sean Walsh Park Action 

Group







Summary

Extend closing date for submissions by 1 month to allow for school holiday period.

26/7/2005
Ellen Gahan, Sean Walsh Park Action Group


Summary

 

· Seeking details of any resources, assistance and funding provided by the Council to Shamrock Rovers and any associated Companies in relation to the Tallaght stadium.

3/8/2005
Cllr Mark Daly





Summary


· Access to site not to be through adjoining estates,

·  Car-parking provision confined to site,

·  use of the facility by local community associations.

11-8-05 Irish Aviation Authority

Summary

· No observations to make on proposal.

19-08-05         Seán Hennessy, 5 Cill Cais, Old Bawn




7/9/05
VOICE c/o 5, Cill Cais, Old Bawn, Tallaght, D 24



Summary

· Use of public open space for private commercial use,

· Residents not being kept informed regarding negotiations with advocates of

stadium,

· Use of public funds to support commercial activity,

· inconvenience of stadium to local residents/school from noise, litter, anti social behaviour, parking on estate roads thereby obstructing emergency services, 

· nuisance from pedestrian traffic,

· fabric of school and adjoining houses offers little sound protection,

· clarification of future uses of stadium, 

· justify spending more public funds to support club without explanation as to how it spent the previous grants allocated. 

· Role for Community in development & management of the facility.

5/9/05

Margaret Buckley, 10 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn


Summary
 

· Increase in noise levels traffic, litter and vandalism, 

· parking on estate roads, 

· impact on school.

5/9/05

Frank Lambe, 13 Old Bawn Avenue, Old Bawn

 

Summary

· Control of venue, rubbish and noise control, traffic control- parking restrictions, 

· impact on house prices arising from above issues.

Old Bawn Community School



Summary

· Re-establish Liaison Committee which had been in place during initial development, 

· clarify boundaries of the school, 

· the access across the front of the school to adjoining estate be restricted to fire escape, 

· alternative pitches to be made available to school in the park.

20-09-05

Tony Ennis, 40 Watermeadow Park, Old Bawn


Summary

Return site to parkland, with playground and running track as per original Tallaght Development Plan, anti-social behaviour of fans.

20-09-05
Michael & Susan Perrin ,25 Watermeadow Park

 

        Sheila Pigott, 24 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn




26-09-05

Gary Keogh,
296 Killinarden Estate

Summary

· Timing and description of project

· Impact on operation of School, 

· need for effective noise controls,

· traffic and parking regulations for events,

· guarantees that events will not be permitted outside normal hours,

· How is development to be funded, what promises have been made to investors, 

· Threat from football hooliganism and anti- social behaviour

· declaration from Council officials and public reps as to whether they or family are members of  400 Club,

· role for Community in management of stadium modelled on London City Airport system.

20-09-05
Jean & Jim Dunne,
19 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn



20-09-05
  Noel & Maureen Walsh, 27 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn




20-09-05

 Michael Conway,  28 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn


 





 

20-09-05

Charlie & Bridget O’ Donnell, 33 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn

26-09-05
Peter Daly,
18 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn



26-09-05
 
Sean Boyce, 
5 Inis Thiar, Old Bawn




Summary

· Council to provide for building of Stadium by way of licence- site traffic to be diverted away from estates, set down times work is permitted to avoid disruption to school/local residents

· Council to regulate management of stadium by way of licence -effective policing of regulations, traffic (vehicular & pedestrian), car-parking, hooliganism, litter, noise control, operating times of stadium

· effective communications between managers of project and local residents and school, 

· public reps/officials to declare their interests in any entities connected with the development.

21-09-05 Sean Walsh Park Action Group, Tymon Bawn Community Centre, 

Tallaght


Summary

· Creating disadvantage for Educational facility to facilitate commercial sports facility, 

· impact on school in normal and after school hours- adult education, noise impact, distraction from crowds passing near school,

· noise impact on nearby houses, increased traffic, parking within estates, impact of pedestrian traffic through housing estates, hooliganism, noise, damage to property, 

· lack of proper consultation, reasoning behind advertising in summer period,

· investment of more public funding which could be used for other services, what allocation has been made by Council to stadium whether funds, staff or other facilities.

· what other uses proposed –football alone unlikely to sustain facility, 

· issues around S.R. F.C’S debt to Revenue, 

· Can Council safeguard public from Investors gaining an interest in the site, 

· public reps to declare their interests in any entities connected with the development, 

· seeking meaningful consultation with residents of neighbouring estates and direct local representation on the planning, building and operation of the stadium- e.g.London City Airport model.

21-09-05 Lily McCormick, 1 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn 



Amanda McCarthy, 5 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn





Cecil Walsh
11 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn

22-09-05
Paul McCarville,17 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn




26-09-05
Mr. & Mrs Courtney, 2 Inis Thiar, Old Bawn

26-09-05
Marie Keogh, 2 Knockmore Gardens, Killinarden

Summary

· Timing of advertisement, description of project, lack of information for residents regarding negotiations with investors/football clubs.

·  Residents in Old Bawn in buying their houses effectively paid for the related open space lands, part of which is now being used for commercial development., 

· school and nearby houses will require sound insulation,

· car- parking provision,  control of vehicular /pedestrian traffic, should be no access along boundary of school,

· litter control, 

· hooliganism and anti-social behaviour,

· building phases to be reduced –do not want building site lasting for several years, 

· establish a planning, building and Management Co-operative Partnership with reps from local estates and school.

21-09-05
Martin O Brien &Maureen Almack O’ Brien,3 Dun An 

Oir, Old Bawn


Betty Lawlor, 7 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn 

Carol Berry, 9 Dun an Oir, Old Bawn




Anne Bennett, 13 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn







26-09-05
Mark & Sandra Keogh,21 Knockmore Gardens, Tallaght

26-09-05 Margaret & Edward Lynch, Brae Cottage, Kill West, 

Kill, Co. Kildare

26-09-05

Celia Stuart, 23 Tymon Lawn, Old Bawn




Tony & Deirdre Ennis, 40 Watermeadow Park, 




Tom & Delia Dooley, 42 Watermeadow Park, Old Bawn




Brendan Brocklebank,47 Watermeadow Park, Old Bawn




Paul Carroll & Hazel Walsh, 45 Watermeadow Park




B Walsh & S. Walsh,14 Brookdale, Old Bawn




C. Kiernan, 52 Watermeadow Park, Old Bawn




W King, 41 Watermeadow Park, Old Bawn




Ann Stanford,48 Watermeadow Park, Old Bawn

Summary





· Creating disadvantage for Educational facility, noise impact on school in normal and after school hours- adult education, 

· noise impact on nearby houses, 

· increased  traffic, parking, litter, do not want parking metres, yellow lines as this would impact on residents/visitors,

· investment of more public funding which could be used for other services, other local projects under resourced, 

· what other uses proposed –football alone unlikely to sustain facility, 

· Residents in Old Bawn in buying their houses effectively paid for the related open space lands, part of which is now being used for commercial dev., lands to be returned to recreational facility for local residents, 

· public reps/officials to declare their interest in  any entities connected with the development, 

· supports direct local representation on a partnership team to oversee the planning, building and operation of the stadium- e.g.London City Airport model.

21-09-05
Christy & Nuala Doyle, 15 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn




22-09-05
Mary Redmond, 23 Oldcourt Cottages, Oldcourt Road

22-09-05
Charles Conroy, 35 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn

26-09-05
Ann Marie Mulligan, 11 Tullyhall Way, Lucan

Summary

· New Planning permission required,

·  role for local residents in planning, building and managing the project, 

· sensitive adequate controls of noise dust and dirt during building, 

· proposed uses other than football, 

· use of public funding to prop up private investors,

· car-parking, litter control,

· site to be retained as local park, 

· declaration of interest in proposal by public reps/officials.

22-09-05

K. Raftery, 4 Seskin View Park, Tallaght





Annette Yeates, 3 Seskin View Drive, Tallaght





R. Cordial,5 St Dominic’s Avenue, Tallaght




Joan Ogelsby, 44 Heatherview Road, Aylesbury



26-09-05

Sylvia Boyce, 5 Inis Thiar, Old Bawn


Summary

· In favour of development  in principal subject to effective controls on noise,car-parking, pedestrian traffic,and full accounting for all public expenditure incurred on project.

22-09-05

Phyllis Cunningham, 15, Pineview Avenue, Aylesbury


22-09-05

Mary Fitzpatrick, 23 Watermeadow Park, Old Bawn

22-09-05

Catherine Atkinson, 46 Old Bawn Avenue

26-09-05

Michael McDermott,  66 Cushlawn Park, Tallaght

26-09-05 Patricia Elliott, 8 Inis Thiar, Old Bawn

Summary

· Claim that new developers are not identified, 

· restore site to parkland, park owned by the public(local residents), 

· full consultation and role for community in planning development and management if development goes ahead on site.

26-09-05

Patrick McGarry, 1 Cois na hAbhann, Old Bawn


26-09-05

Anthony Hogan, 2 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

Patricia O’Rourke, 3 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

Ann Farrell, 
4 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

Bridget Byrne, 5 Cois na hAbhann, 

26-09-05

Dan Hughes, 7 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

K. Malcolmson, 8 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

Michael Travers,12 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

Mr. & Mrs Lee, 13 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

John & Marie Ward, 14 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

Keith McEvoy, 17 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

Tracey McDonell, 25 Cois na hAbhann


26-09-05

Marion Kelly,26 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

Margaret Byrne,28 Cois na hAbhann


26-09-05

Eithne M. Delaney,
29 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

Mr. & Mrs Kinsella, 30 Cois na hAbhann

26-09-05

Graham Whelan, 4 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn

26-09-05

Margaret Buckley,10 Dun An Oir

26-09-05

Messrs Murray,  12 Dun An Oir

26-09-05

John Brown,14 Dun An Oir

26-09-05

Patrick Conlon, 26 Dun An Oir

26-09-05

Olive & Matt Downes, 7 Inis Thiar

26-09-05

Richard P Hanaphy,
9 Inis Thiar


26-09-05

Aidan & Maura Parker,10 Inis Thiar

Summary

· Timing of advertisement and description of project,

· Clarify details of full plans for the stadium and impact on local community, 

· Council to regulate the building works and the future management of the facility by way of  licence, 

· role for community in planning , building and running the facility e.g. London City Airport model.

26-09-05.1.1.1 Ellen Gahan,13 Dun Aengus, Old Bawn

Summary

· Timing of advertisement and description of project,

· Use of public funds to support commercial activity, 

· park owned by the local people,

· inconvenience of stadium to local residents/school from noise, litter,  pedestrian traffic, anti-social behaviour, parking on estate roads, 

· clarification of future uses of stadium,

· control of supporters

· justify spending more public funds to support club without explanation as to how it spent the previous grants allocated. 

· Management of the building phase

26-09-05
Aidan Dunne, 17 Gleann na Smol
, Old Bawn

Summary

· All future development on site to be carried out in co-operation with local residents, 

· no Council official involved in original development to have any role, 

· control of noise, no unnecessary amplification to be permitted, 

· complete stadium and make safe at minimum outlay from public funds, 

· make facility available to local school and community, 

· Council to retain control of facility, 

· hooliganism amongst S.R.’s supporters, 

· role for community and school in development and management of facility.
26-09-05 Philip McGettigan, 20 Dun An Oir, Old Bawn


26-09-06 Councillor Eamonn Maloney

Summary



· One Main entrance/exit at Whitestown Way, 

· exit beside Community School to be emergency only, 

· the current layout of the Park not to be altered to provide more parking, 

· written condition that building works will not interfere with exam/study period of school.

26-09-05
Anthony Hogan, 2 Cois na hAbhann 




Summary

· In interests of Social Inclusion- stadium should accommodate a variety of sports , re-design stadium to facilitate other sports, track & field, volleyball, hockey etc, 

· why is Council accommodating the worst soccer hooligans in Eircom league in view of its longtime efforts  to clean up image of Tallaght re: vandalism etc.

26-09-05 Lorcan Bright(email)



Summary

· Stadium should be closed down , not suitable for residential area due to problems of traffic congestion, impact on emergency vehicles en route to hospital,  noise, litter, anti social behaviour, 

· park should not be altered to provide more parking.


26-09-05  
Shamrock Rovers FC/ Shamrock Rovers 400 Club


· SR 400 Club now manages day to day running of Club, has transformed it from privately owned entity into an open and democratic members owned and run club, 

· putting in place a professional administration, commercial and marketing team at present, 

· fully committed to developing the under-age and other playing elements of SRFC, 

· aim to offer coaching classes to schools in the region, eager to build a strong community base, 

· exploring the provision of a coaching and sports education element for post Leaving Cert age-group in conjunction with Dept of Education with eventual aim of extending the concept to a sports academy in conjunction with HEA. 

· Club would be a valuable addition to the sporting, economic, and civic landscape of South Dublin,

· club to become involved in summer soccer camps, training/coaching sessions for various schools and communities and other sporting/social activities that could be held in stadium complex or elsewhere throughout County.


26-09-05
Cumann Luthchleas Gael, Coiste Atha Cliath


 

Pairc Parnell, Domhnach Cearna, Ath Cliath 5.


26-09-05        Cumann Peile, Iomáine agus Camogaiochta Tomás Dáibhis,

Bothar Choill Tuibear, Tamhlacht, Co. Atha Cliath.
Summary

· Support development of a municipal multi-functional sports stadium at this location catering for all the primary sports codes, including gaelic football, hurling, camoige, rugby and soccer, 

· current proposal would not cater for Gaelic games due to inadequacy of pitch dimensions and configuration/size of stadium,

· Council should defer decision on proposal pending consultation with the sporting organizations active within the County, 

· Plans drawn up to meet requirements of one particular private company- not appropriate for a municipal stadium- Council should re-assess plans, 

· current proposal does not conform with Policy TDL2 Tallaght County Plan as it does not promote sufficiently intense use of the site, non-compliance with Policy TDL3 which promotes a plan for major environmental upgrading and traffic calming of the gateway entrances to Tallaght Town Centre, impact of extension of LUAS line to Old Bawn,

·  plans taken over from private promoters, not secured in accordance with EU and government procurement procedures.

· In accordance with Chapter 4 of South Dublin Development Plan 2004-2010 which identifies a priority aim of the Council as the provision of accessible community and recreational needs and in line with Policy SCR 2 Community Information and Consultation, all citizens and sporting organisations should be consulted from the outset prior to preparation of plans.

Managers report :

A number of issues recur throughout the various submissions outlined above and are summarised hereunder together with the Council’s response thereto :

1. Procedural Issues:

Notwithstanding development on site, authorised under Reg Ref S97/0063, this planning process, under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 as amended, is  “de novo”.  

While there are no specific objectives regarding sports stadia in South Dublin County 

Council Development Plan. 2004- 2010 (Development Plan), the proposal complies 

with following policies and objectives as set out in the Development Plan regarding

 sports and recreation:

Chapter 4 of the Development Plan addresses Social Inclusion, Community Facilities 

and Recreation.  The following are relevant to this proposal:

4.0 AIM

To promote social inclusion; to ensure the retention and provision of accessible community and recreational facilities including local/neighbourhood centres, parks and open spaces; and to ensure that these facilities are adequate to meet the needs of the communities they serve, are physically integrated with residential and employment areas and are provided concurrently with new residential development.

4.5.6 Policy SCR 19: Recreation

4.5.6.i

It is the policy of the Council to cater for all age-groups and abilities in the population of the County through the facilitation of both active and passive recreational activities.

4.5.7 Policy SCR 20: Recreational Facilities

4.5.7.i

It is the policy of the Council to support and facilitate the development of indoor and outdoor recreational facilities to cater for all age-groups on suitable sites, and to ensure that these facilities are accessible to disabled people.

The Part 3 of the Development Plan includes Specific Objectives.  Two objectives

relate  to Sean Walsh Park:

Specific Local Objective 91.

Provide for the future development of Sean Walsh Park for active and passive recreational facilities, and not to include the development of major commercial leisure facilities.

Specific Local Objective 97
Upgrade Sean Walsh Park and provide a link along the Whitestown stream to the upland areas via Whitestown Industrial Estate and Killinarden Park.
Therefore the proposal complies with Sections 178 and 179 of the Planning and 

Development Act 2000 (as amended) and is in accordance with the Regulations of the 

Act i.e. Article 80 (k) of Part 8 of the regulations.  It is considered that the proposed 

development is not a material contravention of the South Dublin County Council 

Development Plan 2004-2010 and has been justified in accordance with Articles 81-

82 of the Regulations.  

The site is subject to zoning objective “F” To preserve and provide for Open Space a

and Recreational Amenities of the Development Plan.  In this zone, “Recreational 

Facilities/Sports clubs” are “Permitted in Principle” 

The site area is approximately 4.9 ha.  In accordance with Part 10, Schedule 5 (10.iv) 

of the Planning and Development Regulations, this proposal is considered to be an 

‘urban development’ located outside a ‘business district’ and within the’ built-up 

area’.  Therefore the scale of the proposed development is significantly below the 10 

hectare threshold (ss10.iv) requirement for an Environmental Impact Statement.   

It is concluded that:

this proposal is an appropriate subject for a Part 8 process; 

the proposal does not constitute a material contravention of the South Dublin

County Council Development Plan. 2004-2010 and 

an EIS is not required under the relevant legislation.

Submissions, which argue that the proposal as a Part 8 process would materially 

contravene the South Dublin County Council Development Plan. 2004-2010 and that 

an EIS should be required, are not accepted for the reasons above.  

2. Material Issues

The material issues raised in submissions have been classified under the following 

headings:

Use of public open space

The use of the sports facility as a Community Resource.

Traffic generation and off site parking

Noise disturbance, litter and anti-social behaviour

Depreciation of value of property in the vicinity.

2.1
Use of public open space

For the purpose of clarity, the lands forming the stadium site are not part of the open space lands dedicated to the Council by Thomas McInerney & Co, the developer of adjoining housing estates. A portion of the lands was acquired by the Council  from Walkinstown Estates Ltd  in 1968 for housing purposes but had been appropriated for open space purposes and the remaining portion was acquired from Dublin City Council as part of the Scheme of Transfer of lands in 1997 ( Dublin City Council acquired the lands in 1968.)
2.2 Community Resource

Submissions argue that:

· The restricted dimensions of the proposed pitch provide only for soccer. This limits its multi-functional use for other codes such as Gaelic Games and rugby.

· The limit of 6,000 seats may be problematic for the efficient use of a facility in this location as a regional sporting resource.   

· The school and other community groups are not proposed to have access to the resource.

Manager’s comments:

The proposed development is for the provision of a soccer stadium to accommodate 6,000 seats with ancillary parking on site. Submissions, which consider that a soccer stadium, rather than a multi sport facility would constitute a material contravention of 

the South Dublin County Council Development Plan. 2004-2010 are rejected. 

Objectives and policies of the Development Plan provide for sports and recreation 

county wide.  The Development Plan does not prescribe how these policies are to be 

implemented.  In particular, the Development Plan does not promote multi-functional 

sports facilities in preference to single sport facilities.  It is the aim of the 

Development Plan to facilitate a wide range of  sporting facilities.

Submissions, which describe the locational advantages of the site for a regional 

sports facility and refer to the relative scale of other sports stadia, are noted, in 

particular:

· Location of the site at the junction of the N 81, a secondary national route, and 

Whitestown Way, a local distributor road;

· The traffic calming proposed for the junction of the Tallaght Bypass and 

Whitestown Way;

· Proximity to the LUAS and bus terminals in the Tallaght Square;

· The amenity, including potential overflow car parking and a hotel in the four 

storey mixed development on the adjacent comer currently under construction;

· The upgrading of the zoning of Tallaght Square, from’ Town Centre’ to 

‘County Town’; and

· The development of other sports facilities, e.g. the scale of Croke Park and Lansdowne Road.

However, the current proposal is to complete a partly constructed stadium to accommodate 6,000 patrons.

The stadium can be used for significant community and other municipal events and could be available to the adjoining school to a limited extent at the discretion of South Dublin County Council and subject to the use by the predominant licensee, Shamrock Rovers Football Club. 

2.3
Traffic Generation and Off site Parking

Residents adjacent to the site and the secondary school have raised concerns 

regarding inadequate on-site parking and the traffic congestion onto the surrounding 

road network, including parking in adjacent residential estates.

Manager’s comments:   

Locational factors have been summarised at  2.2 above to support that the site is 

appropriately located to ensure safe and convenient access and traffic management.  

In addition, on-site car parking is proposed. 

Soccer games tend to be scheduled at off peak times and on week ends.  There are 

currently in excess of 2,000 car parking spaces in the Tallaght Square, 280 parking 

spaces in the Council headquarters, which could be available, and significant 

additional spaces being provided as part of adjacent developments in the immediate 

vicinity.  In addition the LUAS and bus termini are within a 5 minute walking 

distance of the site.  Therefore it is not considered necessary to provide for further car 

parking on the site. Most pedestrians will approach from the Luas, Bus Termini at 

the Square Shopping Centre or along Whitestown Way, (the most direct route from

south, west and east of the site).  Access to the stadium is from Whitestown Way and 

should not result in parking of cars on adjoining estates. There is no advantage to 

pedestrians in terms of distance in using the adjoining estates. It is not considered 

appropriate to provide other special large scale on-site parking at this stage, but it 

should be noted that  the Council has readily available adequate reserved land 

adjacent to the site which could be utilised in the event of additional car parking being 

necessary.
Notwithstanding these factors, traffic management of parking and accessibility for

 local residents is an issue, which should be addressed through a comprehensive and 

enforceable event management plan in respect of the stadium to be reviewed annually.  
It is recommended that the mechanisms for controlling events should include a traffic 

management plan, which integrates public transport with supervised parking, and 

other traffic management measures to mitigate the impact of events on local residents.  

2.4  Noise, Disturbance, Litter

Concerns regarding noise, disturbance, and litter have been raised.

Manager’s comments:

Noise levels should be a condition of events and monitored, following  consultation 

with local residents’ associations.  Dates and times of events should be limited. The 

management of crowds, litter collection and avoidance of opportunities for anti-social 

behaviour should be the subject of a management plan..

Construction noise and disturbance during school teaching hours and public 

examination periods will  be the subject of controls. Completion of construction of 

Phase 1 is anticipated to take seven months. Heavy construction work is already 

complete on this phase.

2.5 Depreciation of Property Values

No evidence has been included in submissions to support the contention that 

proximity to well managed sports venues adversely affects property values.

3.
Control of events/Impact of Construction 
It is recommended that a stadium management plan be developed following consultation with local residents associations and the school authority and monitored to ensure that the adjacent residential and school amenities are not adversely affected.  The following issues should be included:

Dates and times of events 

Parking regimes;

Litter collection and crowd control mechanisms before and after events;

Vehicle and pedestrian access to the event venue 

Parking restrictions in adjacent estates on event days.

A construction management plan for the control of construction disruption should operate to control heavy vehicle access to the site; noise and dust emissions, in relation to the amenity of the school, particularly the outdoor playing areas, to adjacent residential areas, and to the recreational amenity areas of Sean Walsh Park. 

It is recommended that the mechanisms for controlling events should include a traffic

management plan, which integrates public transport with supervised parking, and 

other traffic management measures to mitigate the impact of events on local residents. 

The management plan in respect of the stadium to be reviewed annually.  

4.
Commercial uses

The Part 8 process is for the completion of the stadium as a municipal facility.  It does not contain commercial content beyond that necessary for the use and enjoyment of the stadium – restaurant/function room, bar, small shop franchises. The stadium will be retained in Council ownership and will be managed and maintained by the Council or its agents.

5.
Use of Council Resources/Public Funds

The Council was not responsible in any way for ongoing security on site which has been the responsibility of the main Contractor.  Council staff or plant were not used on this project.

The Department of Arts Sport and Tourism have allocated Sports grants towards the capital cost of the project to date and it is proposed to seek further assistance from the Department to complete the project as a municipal facility. However it should be noted that funding under the Sports Grants Scheme is made available to many sporting Organisations and Clubs to assist in the establishment or expansion of sporting and recreational facilities.

6.   Agreements entered into regarding use of stadium

As stated in the preamble to this report, and with a view to securing the locating of a top football club in the South Dublin County area which has a large youth population, the Council proposes to honour its original commitment to provide a home–base for Shamrock Rovers F.C. by allowing them the use of the completed stadium for the playing of home games by the Senior Team(up to 40 games per year).  It is also proposed that the Club would receive  a percentage of the advertising revenue from within the stadium( on the grounds that the Club would attract advertisers to the stadium) and the possibility of making a site available within the stadium grounds for the provision by the Club of a Clubhouse has also been explored. The details of the above proposals and other items discussed with the Club or with the Examiner during the period of the Examinership have been outlined in Press Releases which have been covered in both the national and local press.

The Shamrock Rovers Football Club has been operating in the Tallaght area for a number of years and in addition to the professional team, it also fields two Leinster Senior Teams, an U21 Team, Ladies Team and eighteen schoolboy teams. The Club’s new management has indicated that it is fully committed to further developing the schoolboy and other playing elements and proposes to offer coaching classes to schools in the South Dublin region. The Club has also indicated that one of its aims is to play a full and active role in the community along the lines of the “Football in the Community” concept that is being developed in the U.K.

In addition to the above proposals, the Council would hope that the stadium would accommodate other significant sporting, municipal and community events e.g, Under 21 or Youth Internationals.

7.
Altering design to allow for use of facility for other sports including Gaelic Football, Hurling and Rugby.
As noted above the facility is partially completed in accordance with design as a soccer stadium. The re-design of the stadium at this stage to facilitate the larger playing area requirements of other sports would require substantial re-working of the design and would reduce the potential of the stadium in terms of ground capacity. Slides in this regard are available at the meeting. It is to be noted that the existing contractor is in possession of the site as a building project on foot of the original building contract.

It should be noted that the Council has already provided 46 GAA pitches and 103 soccer pitches in South Dublin County to various clubs.

8.
Procurement.

It should be noted, as described above, that South Dublin County Council were not involved in the original design, funding or construction of the stadium. Given the situation that has arisen it is felt that the current proposal represents the best value for money method of achieving the delivery of the facility for Tallaght and South Dublin County.

It is to be noted that the existing contractor is in possession of the site as a building project.

9.  Declaration of Interests by Local Authority Members/Officials:

There is a statutory requirement under the Local Government Act 2001 for Members and Employees of a Local Authority to make an annual declaration of declarable interests which are then included in a public register. 

Recommendation

The stadium complies with the Planning objectives of the County Development Plan.  Its presence at this location, and its size, has been validated in the past, by An Bord Pleanala.  It is well located adjoining the Luas and at the centre of the County town.  It is well accessed from two significant roads with little impact on adjoining estates.    It offers large potential for the development of a prominent sports facility in the County for a well established club nationally which has already developed, as described above, a strong presence locally in Tallaght.  The facility has the potential to become a centre for the development of sporting excellence for the youth of South Dublin County. In its present sad state of incompletion and neglect it is a scar on what is a developing and vibrant area.  The completion of the stadium as a municipal facility will allow strong control over amenity and nuisance issues associated with events.

The proposed works are consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development 

of the area having regard to the zoning objectives of the Development Plan, 2004-2010.

It is recommended that the development works as proposed be proceeded with.

Tom Doherty

Deputy Manager”

Following consideration of the Manager’s Report the Committee unanimously agreed the report and the following motion was proposed by Councillors M. Corr, M. Daly, J. Daly, J. Hannon, C. Jones, M. Murphy, J. Neville, C. King and K. Warren, seconded by Cllr E. Maloney and resolved:

“ That the Manager’s report be adopted subject to the playing pitch being increased to 140 x 85 metres and to appropriate modifications to increase the changing room accommodation.   The stands to be extended either in the current phase or in a future phase in line with the increased length of the playing surface and adequate car parking to be provided on site and if necessary in the area previously approved by An Bord Pleanála for stadium car parking referred to as Site B on Whitestown Way”.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council notes the Manager’s report and adopts the resolution outlined above which was passed by the Tallaght Area Committee. 

The Manager advises that the signing of the building contract and the commencement of works is subject to the allocation of significant further funding by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, M. Murphy, M. Daly, J. Hannon, K. Warren, G. O’Connell, J. Daly, E. Walsh, J. Lahart, J. Neville, C. King, S. Laing, F. McCarthy, C. Keane and T. Ridge.   The Manager responded to Members queries.
The Manager’s report was NOTED and the resolution quoted therein was ADOPTED unanimously.  

The Members were advised that a meeting would be sought with the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism in relation to funding.
(C/0809/05)
REPORT ON PROVISION OF CAFE TYPE FACILITIES IN REGIONAL PARKS
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“At the September Meeting of the Council the Members requested that a report be brought forward outlining proposals for the provision of café facilities in Council parks.

In this regard it is proposed to invite expressions of interest for a franchise to manage and operate café facilities in Tymon Regional Park as a pilot scheme.  A brief is currently being finalised following discussions with Coillte Teoranta and the Office of Public Works, who have similar facilities at various locations throughout the country.

It is proposed to invite the expressions of interest in early January 2006.The Members will be kept updated on progress made in this matter.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0810/05)
RECENT NATIONAL AWARDS TO SDCC FROM CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN IRELAND AND IRISH PLANNING INSTITUTE
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Chambers of Commerce of Ireland (CCI) second annual CCI Excellence in Local Government Awards were presented at a ceremony in Clontarf  Castle, Dublin on 15th November 2005.  

The awards acknowledge and encourage innovation and best practice among Ireland’s local authorities.  

Announcing the awards, CCI President Robin O’Sullivan said, “Chambers have a vital interest in recognising, promoting and extending great standards in Local Government. Through these awards, the chamber network can identify and help to publicise the excellent work being carried out by local authorities and reward high standards and value for money in the way the best local authorities operate.”

Commenting on the Awards, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Dick Roche TD said, “I would like to thank the Chambers of Commerce of Ireland for this opportunity to celebrate and showcase excellence in local government in Ireland.”  The Minister continued “the theme of the awards, Excellence in Local Government, reflects an aim we all have in common.  As Minister with responsibility in this area, I am especially pleased that the good work of local authorities is being recognised and rewarded; my Department is delighted, therefore, to be associated with these awards as partner and sponsor”.  The Minister concluded by offering his heartiest congratulations to the recipients of the awards.  

Mayor Therese Ridge and County Manager Joe Horan received the awards on behalf of the Council.  Mayor Ridge spoke of her pride in the organization and its achievement particularly in the development of the world class business park at Grange Castle and the impact it has made in terms of employment creation across the whole county.

South Dublin County Council Grange Castle Business Park- Economic Development Award

In 1994, South Dublin County had 4 of the 25 nationally recognised areas of social disadvantage and high unemployment and to address these difficulties, developed a range of social and community projects and supports.  In the area of economic development the Council adopted a twin approach to assist in the creation of employment.  On a micro level, the Council embarked on a programme of providing enterprise centres while on a macro level, an existing land bank in Council ownership was developed into a world class business park – Grange Castle.

The project, which has been ongoing since 1998, culminated in the development of a risk free world class park incorporating the necessary infrastructure and service required by indigenous and international investors.  The park is home to Wyeth and Takeda and the Council estimates a 400pc yield on investment.  Unemployment in the surrounding areas has dropped from 21.5% in 1996 to 11.1% in 2002 while the overall County unemployment levels have gone from 12.1% to just 6.9pc in the same period.

The Council also won the Chamber of Commerce of Ireland Excellence in Local Government Economic Development Award 2004 for our scheme of Integrated Area Plan sites attracting tax designation  for a  mix of residential, commercial, community and social facilities and a community linkage fund to provide much need facilities in the disadvantaged areas of the County

South Dublin County Council Spatial Information Delivery – Technology Award

The aim of the spatial information delivery project is to maximise the potential and value derived from the spatial information that the council creates and maintains, to deliver constant relevant information to community and business.

The project achieves this by applying simple-to-use internet technologies to present amalgamated information on a focused basis to key areas of the County Council website such as planning services, electoral registration, bring bank locations, and customer care process.  By centralising the complexity of both unrelated information sources and technologies, the Council is able to distribute valuable information through the simplicity of the internet.

SDCC also received two citations as runners up in ‘Local Authority of the Year’ and ‘Outstanding Customer Care’.

In the category  Local Authority of the Year , the Council was commended for “Implementing a strategic plan to increase productivity and reduce costs through change management and embracing new initiatives and new technologies to ensure staff and financial resources are focused towards critical issues”.

In the category Outstanding Customer Service, the Council was commended for “Outstanding customer service in implementing a strategy to improve customer service including improving customers access to information required and recording all queries through a customer care monitoring system”
ADAMSTOWN PLANNING SCHEME WINS NATIONAL PLANNING  
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
On Friday 25 November, The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Mr. Dick Roche TD, presented South Dublin County Council with the overall Planning Achievement Award 2005, as part the Irish Planning Institute’s National Planning Awards which are held every two years. 

 The Council won the Planning Achievement Award for its ground breaking work in both preparing and implementing the Planning Scheme for the development of a new residential community at Adamstown near Lucan, which is the first Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) in the Country.  

Adamstown is a new urban district on a greenfield site adjoining the main Dublin-Kildare railway line, 10 miles (16km) west of Dublin City Centre. To be developed over 10 or more years and based on an approved Planning Scheme or ‘Masterplan’ prepared by South Dublin County Council, Adamstown will provide up to 10,000 new homes along with a range of shopping, employment, leisure, civic & cultural facilities.

Facilities and infrastructure for the new community of Adamstown must be provided in tandem with housing development. A new railway station, bus corridors, roads, schools, parks community buildings, childcare facilities and drainage networks are required on a phased basis. 

South Dublin County Council was particularly commended for taking a proactive approach to facilitating and regulating the implementation of the Adamstown Planning Scheme in order to secure a high quality urban environment with the necessary infrastructure and amenities, which included the establishment a specific project team to oversee and monitor development. 
The awards panel considered that key aspects of the Adamstown Planning Scheme could serve as a model for delivering large scale urban developments elsewhere and that the project has been particularly innovative in the provision of mechanisms to ensure the timely delivery of the required physical and social infrastructure necessary to support a new community 

At a function in the Plaza Hotel on 18th November, for the  Tallaght Community Council Person of the Year Awards 2005 the Council’s  Parks Department were awarded the Michael Dooley Environmental Award. Cllr. Karen Warren, Deputy Mayor and Dr. Christy Boylan accepted the prize on behalf of the Parks Department in recognition of the excellent work by Council staff in the development and maintenance of the parks and open spaces under their care in the Tallaght area

The award comprises a perpetual artwork consisting of a bog oak sculpture and a smaller piece that will remain with the Council.

South Dublin County Council have won a variety of Awards in the recent past :

Excellence Through People award from FÁS, which recognises South Dublin County Council's achievements in staff training and development and is Ireland's national standard for human resource development

2004 Tallaght Community Council Person of the Year Award for Arts and Culture (including music and drama) awarded to South Dublin Libraries.

Economic Development Award at the first ever CCI Excellence in Local Government Awards 2004 which were presented to local authorities all over Ireland for initiatives such as innovative waste management programmes, web portals, arts projects in disadvantaged areas and enhanced tourism facilities.

In the O2 Ability Awards 2005 SDCC won an award for recruitment & selection of people with a disability and received a quality mark in the leadership and physical access categories. For the 2006 awards, the Council has already passed through 2 stages of the selection process and has completed the On-Site Assessment in 4 of the 6 Award Categories available. These are:
· Customer Service

· Leadership

· Learning, Development, and Progression

· Recruitment and Selection

To advance to this stage of the selection process in 4 categories is indicative of what the organisation is achieving particularly when it has been reported that the standard of application for the 2006 Awards is extremely high and South Dublin County Council is the only organisation to have advanced to the final stage in so many categories.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, R. Dowds, G. O’Connell, J. Hannon, E. Walsh, F. McCarthy, M. Daly, S. O’Connor, C. Keane, J. Daly, M. Murphy and S. Laing.
The report was NOTED.
(C/0811/05)
AUTHORISATION OF OVER EXPENDITURE FOR 2005
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Under Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, Council approval for additional increased expenditure within the following Programme Groups is required in respect of 2005.

Authorisation of Additional Over Expenditure for 2005

Programme

Amount of



Description

Group


Increased




Expenditure

3
1,400,000
Increase in cost of Bulk Water from 


Dun Laoghaire Rathdown and 



Fingal.  Cost of Marginal Capital 



Element of Water Pricing and new 



Meter Rental Project.




Will be financed from Commercial 



Water Charges (provided for in 

Budget 2005 on a net basis) and Increased Miscellaneous Incomes.


5
2,100,000
Cost of Clean Up at Kishogue



Halting Site, Lynch’s Lane and



additional Loan
Charges demand 



from Dun
Laoghaire Rathdown for 



Ballyogan Recycling Park.



Part Financed by a reduction in 



Loan Charges for this Programme



Group together with other 




miscellaneous savings and 


I

ncreased incomes.

6
3,300,000
Cost of removal of material from 



Esker Green Waste Facility and



Grange Nursery to comply with 



EPA requirements, Increased Parks 



Levy and 
Wayleave Funded



Expenditure.  Additional Grant



Funded Community Schemes.



To be financed principally by



matching levies and grants and



additional miscellaneous savings



and increased incomes.

8

2,900,000
Increase in Rates Vacancy Refunds




and Irrecoverable Rates.  Increase in




Courthouses, Coroners, Control of 



Horses, Valuers and Central 



Management Costs.




To be financed from increased rates


and grants income together with




miscellaneous savings and




increased incomes.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, J. Daly, J. Lahart, S. O’Connor and T. Gilligan.  The Manager responded to Members queries.
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney              and AGREED: 

“That South Dublin County Council approve the authorisation of over expenditure for 2005 within the following Programme Groups:

3
1,400,000
Increase in cost of Bulk Water from 


Dun Laoghaire Rathdown and 



Fingal.  Cost of Marginal Capital 



Element of Water Pricing and new 



Meter Rental Project.




Will be financed from Commercial 



Water Charges (provided for in 

Budget 2005 on a net basis) and Increased Miscellaneous Incomes.


5
2,100,000
Cost of Clean Up at Kishogue



Halting Site, Lynch’s Lane and



additional Loan
Charges demand 



from Dun
Laoghaire Rathdown for 



Ballyogan Recycling Park.



Part Financed by a reduction in 



Loan Charges for this Programme



Group together with other 




miscellaneous savings and 


I

ncreased incomes.

6
3,300,000
Cost of removal of material from 



Esker Green Waste Facility and



Grange Nursery to comply with 



EPA requirements, Increased Parks 



Levy and 
Wayleave Funded



Expenditure.  Additional Grant



Funded Community Schemes.



To be financed principally by



matching levies and grants and



additional miscellaneous savings



and increased incomes.

8

2,900,000
Increase in Rates Vacancy Refunds




and Irrecoverable Rates.  Increase in




Courthouses, Coroners, Control of 



Horses, Valuers and Central 



Management Costs.




To be financed from increased rates


and grants income together with




miscellaneous savings and




increased incomes.”
(C/0812/05)
PROPOSED RAISING OF LOANS 
(a) Arthurstown Landfill Development
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council, on behalf of the four Dublin Authorities has the responsibility for undertaking the planning. development and operation of the landfill site at Arthurstown, Kill.  An outline of the expenditure involved on capital works during 2006 and 2007 is as follows:

Item




Amount

Date Required

Sewer linking landfill to 


€250,000

June 2006

main drainage system in Kill

Approach road improvements

€600,000

February 2006

Payments to Contractor for


€8,150,000

2006/2007

final capping of cells



__________







€9,000,000

It has been decided by the Dublin Authorities that these works should be funded by means of a loan for a period of up to 10 years and that the seeking of approval and quotations for the loan should be arranged by South Dublin County Council.  The level of the proportionate liability for repayment for South Dublin may be up to 25% based of total waste disposal requirements and the expected usage of the facility.

Accordingly, the approval of the Council is now sought to the raising of a loan for €9m, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor  J. Daly and AGREED that: 

“That the Council approve the raising of a loan for €9m for the Aurthurstown Landfill Development subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.”
(b) Housing Purposes
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The County Council is empowered to borrow from the Housing Finance Agency for the purpose of carrying out its functions under the Housing Acts.

It has been recommended by the Agency that a borrowing resolution should be a general resolution approving the borrowing of funds for housing purposes rather than specific resolutions for individual loan types.

Approval is now being sought for authority to raise loans to a limit of €212,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2006, and including:

•
Shared ownership scheme.

•
Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.

•
House purchase loans.

•
Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.

•
Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.

•
Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”
It was proposed by Councillor  T. Ridge seconded by Councillor J. Daly and AGREED: 

“That the Council approve the raising of loans to a limit of €212,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2006, and including:

· Shared ownership scheme.

· Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.

· House purchase loans.

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”
(C/0813/05)
Letter, dated 9th November 2005 from Passage West Town Council regarding two motions passed in relation to (1) regular monitoring for bacteria in hospitals, and (2) the treatment of cardiovascular disease as a chronic illness.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0814/05)
Letter, dated 9th November 2005 from Bantry Town Council regarding motion passed in relation to continued support for Fair Trade Mark.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0815/05)
Letter, dated 15th November 2005 from Killarney Town Council regarding motion passed requesting the Department of the Environment to stop penalizing motorists who cannot afford to pay motor tax in one payment. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0816/05)
Letter, dated 17th November 2005 from Ennis Town Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister to the amend  the regulations governing voluntary housing to allow tenants to purchase their dwellings on a similar basis to tenants of Local Authority dwellings.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0817/05)
Letter, dated 17th November 2005 from the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly regarding motion passed calling for the total ban on drift net fishing off our shores.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0818/05)
Letter, dated 24th November 2005 from Longford County Council regarding motion passed regarding legislation governing unauthorised fireworks.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0819/05)
Letter, dated 25th November 2005 from the County Sheriff in reply to question approved at South Dublin County Council's meeting of 14th November regarding the cost of storage of electronic voting equipment.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0820/05)
Letter, dated 30th November 2005 from the Private Residential Tenancies Board in reply to question approved at South Dublin County Council's meeting of 10th October 2005. 
The above letter was NOTED.
Mayor’s Business

(C/0821/05)
PORT TUNNEL

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

“That this Council agree to seek an urgent meeting with the NRA re preparations for trucks from the Port Tunnel coming on to M50.”
REPORT: 

“The Roads and Traffic Department are seeking a meeting with the N.R.A. as requested.   It is hoped that the meeting will take place early in the new year. It is anticipated that a number of such meetings will be required with the various agencies (NRA, DTO, DCC, Department of Transport, etc.) in advance of the Port Tunnel opening.”
(C/0822/05)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to extend the meeting by 5 minutes to allow discussion on this matter.  This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.


A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, M. Murphy, E. Tuffy, C. Jones, M. Daly and J. Lahart.

The motion was PASSED.

(C/0823/05)
UNAUTHORISED BONFIRES
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Neville was MOVED AND RE-ENTERED:

“That this Council notes the widespread damage caused by unauthorized bonfires at Halloween in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council and the widespread dumping thereof and in an effort to minimise such dumping of household goods calls on the Manager to schedule the annual Council junk collection for the month of September each year.”
REPORT:

“The current scheduling of the Junk Collection Programme is that it takes place from September to November each year.  The collection takes three months to complete and this year before Halloween, certain junk collections had taken place in Lucan, Clondalkin and most of Tallaght.  The Environment Strategic Policy Committee reviewed all aspects of the junk collection service at its meeting on 9th November and the issue will be revisited at the next meeting of the Committee.

There seems to have been a reduction in the number of bonfires in the South Dublin County area this year.  It is reported that there was a big reduction in old tyres available for bonfires and also a marked reduction in timber pallets etc, which are now being recycled.  This meant that there was less air pollution and that the bonfires burnt out very quickly.  The Environmental Services Department had contacted tyre companies in early October to ensure that they did not encourage or facilitate irresponsible use of tyres.

Other factors that helped to reduce the number of bonfires were the bad weather and the fact that the schools mid-term break was after Halloween instead of before Halloween as was the case last year which helped to reduce the time available to collect bonfire material.

It should be noted that crews from the Parks Department and the Cleansing Sections of Environmental Services Department removed up to three large roll-on skips of material per day for up to three weeks before Halloween from all over the South Dublin County area.  This work was concentrated on known trouble spots nevertheless Parks Department estimate that the post Halloween clean up will take six weeks to complete.

Apart from building awareness of the damage from bonfires to open spaces and also the safety risks to the public, there are clearly enforcement concerns related to those who avail of the opportunity to dump material.”
The Meeting concluded at 6.35 p.m.

(C/0824/05)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED
Mayor’s Business 

BUS LANES
 Councillor T. Ridge 

“That in the absence of the promised buses this Council approves the limited use of empty bus lanes for ordinary car drivers at peak hour traffic given the fact that we have lost half our road space and have not received the promised buses.”
MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE OF SCHOOL/COMMUNITY DUAL USE HALLS

Councillor C. Jones



“That this Council calls for a report on the discussions to date with the Department of Education in relation to funding the management and maintenance of the School/Community dual use halls, currently being constructed under the Schools Building Programme.”
SOUTH DUBLIN CHILDCARE ASSOCIATION
Councillor T. Gilligan


“That the Council look towards allocating funding to the South Dublin Childcare Association.”
BYE-LAW RE: DRINKING IN PUBLIC
Councillor S. O’Connor 


“That this Council will exert its influences by writing to all area Garda Superintendents calling on them to enforce the Council bye-law re Drinking in public which is enforced by An Garda Siochana and report back to Council after a 3 month period the figures re. issuing of fines in order for this Council to monitor and see if this is having any effect in combating this scourge and especially amongst the under age.”
HOME COMPOSTERS
Councillors F. McCarthy and T. McDermott


“That this Council calls on the Manager to replace the €40 charge for home composters to a nominal charge (less than €10) or none at all for customers who collect them. That the charge for delivery to a customers home should not be a disincentive to home composting (less than €25), and that waiver qualifiers be eligible for a free home composter to be delivered to them.”
FACILITIES FOR A&E DEPARTMENT AT TALLAGHT HOSPITAL

Councillor T. Ridge



“That this Council write to the Tanaiste and Minister for Health Mary Harney to ask her to provide extended and necessary facilities at the A&E Department at Tallaght Hospital to cope with the dreadful lack of privacy and lack of visitor space which is currently the case.”

ADOPTION OF “NAME & SHAME” POLICY
Councillor J. Hannon




“That this Council adopt a "Name & Shame" policy in regard to litter offences.”

SCHOOL TRANSPORT IN THE COUNTY
Councillor E. Tuffy

“That South Dublin County Council recognises that the existing national School Transport System operated by the Department of Educational and Science and Bus Eireann was designed in another era for the principal purpose of increasing educational participation at second level, and that the issue to be addressed in school transport in the County in the new century has to do with traffic congestion, safety at school locations and pressure on parents to bring children to school by car, and requests the Manager to undertake an initiative, in consultation with the Government  to provide a Council operated School Transport System in the County.”

DAMAGES TO GRASS VERGES, FOOTPATHS AND DRIVEWAYS
Councillor J. Lahart


“That the Council, as a response to damages caused to grass verges, footpaths and outside driveways, as a consequence of private development work, be it residential, commercial or industrial, introduces a bye -law or introduces the provision of a Notification Certificate for residents and businesses, that enables the Council to examine locations prior to the commencement of building/developments, as a means of guarantee that either (a) sites are restored to original order (b) the Council can charge a fee to the occupier or builder or developer , to cover the expense of reinstatement by the local authority.”
GREEN PAPER ON RE-UNIFICATION
Councillor C. King



“That this Council, in light of the recent proposals put forward by Sinn Fein for a green paper on re-unification and the S.D.L.Ps recently launched united Ireland strategy, calls on the Dublin Government to lead an immediate and extensive consultation process with all sections of society, including unionism on a green paper for the re-unification of Ireland and recognises the need for adequate preparation for same.”
CHILDCARE COMMITTEE
Councillor C. Keane

“That this Council discuss the request from the Co. Childcare Committee that childcare facilities in the County be exempt from rates.”

COMPOSTERS – IMPACT ON REDUCTION OF WASTE
Councillor R. Dowds

That South Dublin County Council (a)  Report on the impact of composters in terms of reducing waste in our County  and (b)  Agrees to set up a pilot scheme in a given area using sophisticated food and vegetation digesters to see the impact that has on dealing with waste.

INFORMATION DRIVE RE: DISPOSAL OF BULK PACKAGING
Councillor M. Daly

That this Council set up an information drive for the county to encourage citizens to return their bulk packaging to the point of purchase and encourage REPAK and all commercial businesses to participate in a package reduction scheme which will reduce the amount of waste and reduce the amount of costs to the local environment and business.

SKATE PARK
Councillor D. Keating

“That the Manager would please provide an up-to-date and detailed report on progress made to build the Council's first Skate Park. Specifically would the Manager please report on the local consultation process which I requested at the outset, with the delegation from the local Skate Board Club regarding the design, lay-out and materials to be used in the Skate Park, and the time scale for the building and completion of this Skate Park.”

NEW INDUSTRIES
Councillor S. O’Connor

“In view of recent job losses, that South Dublin County Council takes the initiative and brings together all interested parties - such as FAS, the unions, employers' organisations, local chambers of commerce, community representatives and government bodies such as the IDA and so on - to ensure that everything possible is done to promote and maintain the attractiveness and suitability of the area for new industries.” 

STAFF WORKING ON ANTI-SOCIAL ISSUES

Councillor T. Ridge

“That a detailed report be brought to this Council outlining the actual numbers of staff working directly on anti-social issues.  The report to include staff on part time hours, maternity leave and a breakdown re Clondalkin and Tallaght areas.”

DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL

Councillor T. McDermott

“That South Dublin County Council calls on the Dublin City Manager to restrict access to the city centre (between the Royal Canal and the Grand Canal), by vehicles of three axles and more between the hours of 7AM and 7PM unless such vehicles are carrying a permit issued by the City Manager. And that such restriction becomes effective when the Dubin Port Tunnel opens - in order that the citizens of South Dublin County enjoy the benefits promised when funding for the Port Tunnel project was approved.”

SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES
Councillor J. Lahart
“That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate.”

SWIMMING POOL
Councillor F. McCarthy

“That this Council calls upon the Manager to immediately provide funding in the 2006 estimates to initiate the process to provide a Swimming Pool in Lucan given that the Minister has indicated that it falls to the Council to do so.” 
MANAGEMENT CHARGES

Councillor E. Tuffy

“That the Council notes with concern that individuals and families who have been approved for apartments and houses under the Council's Affordable Housing Schemes are being required to pay Management Charges of € 800 per annum and more, that the requirement to pay such charges is effectively adding about € 20000 to the cost of their homes, and requests the Manager to have these charges taken into account when arriving at prices to be determined for Affordable Housing units.”

COLUMBIAN EMBASSY

Councillor C. Keane

That this Council recommends that we make representation to the Colombian Ambassador in London to ensure that the  military rescue operation proposed by President Uribe  to rescue hostages held by FARC be cancelled.  Mindful of the fact that FARC leaders have ordered their men to execute hostages in such a rescue operation, by proceeding in this way, it is imposing a death sentence on the hostages one of whom includes Ingrid Betancourt on whom we have bestowed the Freedom of the County of South Dublin.
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