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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 9th JANUARY 2006
MOTION NO. 5
(item 4326)
Motion:
Councillor Fintan McCarthy Tony McDermott

“That this Council calls on the Manager to replace the €40 charge for home composters to a nominal charge (less than €10) or none at all for customers who collect them.  That the charge for delivery to a customers home should not be a disincentive to home composting (less than €25), and that waiver qualifiers be eligible for a free home composter to be delivered to them.”
Report:
The Council encourages the minimisation and recycling of waste by the public, in order to address the ever increasing waste problem, and to achieve a sustainable waste system.
All forms of waste management have a cost, such as:

· The provision of the refuse collection service,

· The provision of the recycling service including the disposal and recycling of waste collected, and 

· The disposal to landfill of residual waste.

The supply and delivery of composters to residents in South Dublin County cost the Council approximately €40 per unit, and therefore the charge for the composter merely covers the cost.  The income generated from this modest charge ensures the maximisation of the Council’s funds to provide activities which will promote environmental awareness such as workshops to promote wider use of composters.

The promotion of Environmental Awareness is regarded by the Council as a fundamental to the encouragement of sustainable behaviour, and the income from the composter charge will further enable the Council to promote Council and Government policy of “Reduce, Reuse and Recycle” in relation to waste.  To date in 2005, the Environmental Awareness Officer has run the following activities:-
· Green Week (April 05) 

· “slim your bin” workshops

· composting workshops

· Visits to schools, promoting awareness of environmental matters.

· “Small Change” – waste management seminar for businesses.

· Targeted actions in the remainder of 2005 include the continued promotion of home composting, as part of the overall Awareness Programme.

Those who are in receipt of waivers in respect of their Environmental Waste Charge may make application for a waiver of the composter charge.  To date, 131 applications for such waivers have been granted.  Application forms for home composters are available online from www.southdublin.ie on the Environment Department page, or may be obtained by contacting Customer Care.
In conclusion, it is not proposed to dispense with the €40 charge which was introduced in May 2005 for the supply and delivery of garden composters to householders.  Neither is it proposed to allow householders collect their composters free of charge due to the logistical difficulties involved both on the Council’s part and on that of householders where health and safety issues arise.

Composters are also available for purchase at retail outlets in the County.
