COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, January 09, 2006

QUESTION No. 3

QUESTION: Cllr. Mark Daly 

To ask the Manager what are decibel level requirements set at for new apartment developments which the Council will take in hand. Would she make a comment on the poor sound insulation in relatively new developments which is causing a nuisance to tenants? 

REPLY
Sound transmission is covered by Part E of the Building Regulations.The standards are divided into those that address airborne sound and impact sound.  

Airborne sound is defined by Standardised Level Differences ( DnT) as set out in British Standard 2570 Part 4 1993 and Impact sound by Standardised Impact Sound Levels (LnTw) as set out in BS 2570 Part 7 1993.  

The Building Regulations require standards as follows 

· Airborne sound 

                      Walls 49 

                      Floors 48 ( both minimum values ) 

· Impact sound  65   ( maximum value)  

A detailed manual covering Part E provides standard construction approaches to achieving or exceeding the above levels.  Such approaches are applied in all Council construction projects and the County Architect is satisfied that the requirements of Part E are fully met in all Council Housing Developments.

