December 2005

Mr. Joe Horan,

County Manager,

South Dublin Co. Co.,

P.O. Box 4122,

Town Centre,

Tallaght, 
Dublin 24.
Re: Health Act 2004 (Regional Health Forums) Regulations 2005 

Dear Manager

I am directed by the Tánaiste and Minister for Health and Children to advise you that she has signed the Health Act 2004 (Regional Health Forums) Regulations 2005, pursuant to section 42 of the Health Act 2004, which provide for the establishment of Regional Health Forums.  A copy of section 42 of the Act and a copy of these Regulations are enclosed for your information.  The Act and the Regulations should be read together. 

Section 42 of the Health Act 2004 provides for the establishment of not more than four Regional Health Forums whose function is to make such representations to the Health Service Executive (HSE) as the Forum considers appropriate on the range and operation of health and personal social services provided within the Forum’s functional area.  The establishment day for each Forum is 1 January 2006. 

The membership is made up of nominees from city and county councils within the functional area of each Forum.  Under the Regulations, South Dublin County Council is entitled to nominate 7 members to the membership of the Regional Health Forum, Dublin-Mid Leinster.  I am attaching for your information a table showing the composition of each Forum and the number of members to be nominated by each city and county council.   

I wish to draw your attention to Regulation 8 which provides that the same system as the ‘grouping system’ provided for in paragraph 18 of Schedule 10 to the Local Government Act 2001 shall apply in nominating members to the Forum.  As you will be aware, the details of this system are set out in Appendix 2 of ‘Local Government and the Elected Member’ published by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in 2004.  The procedures for the election of a chairperson and vice-chairperson are set out in the Schedule to the Regulations.  

Regulation 14(1) provides that the first annual meeting of each Forum must take place not later than four weeks after the appointment of the final member to that Forum.  The Health Service Executive (HSE) will arrange the first meeting of the Forum and will provide on-going administrative support.  It will also provide or arrange for the provision of accommodation for the holding of each Forum’s meetings.  The HSE has been asked to contact you regarding these arrangements.     

You may also access the Act and the Regulations on the Department’s website at www.dohc.ie .

Further information regarding the management of meetings of the Regional Health Forum, Dublin-Mid Leinster is available from- 

Mr. John Cregan, 

Regional Health Office, Dublin-Mid Leinster 

Health Service Executive 

Block 4, Central Business Park 

Clonminch 

Portlaoise Road 

Tullamore 

Co. Offaly 

Tel: (0506) 57600   

If you require any clarification on the Regulations, please contact the undersigned at (01) 6354121 or by e-mail at David_Smith@health.irlgov.ie. 

Yours sincerely  

David Smith

Principal Officer 

Legislation Unit

