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HEADED ITEM NO.14
 
SPEED LIMIT REVIEW 
The speed limit review is being undertaken in accordance with the document “Guidelines for Setting and Managing Speed Limits in Ireland” issued in 2015 by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. A copy was issued to all elected members. These guidelines constitute a direction of the Minister for Transport having regard to Section 9(9) of the 2004 Road Traffic Act.
The guidelines allow for and encourage the introduction of a 30kph speed limit in certain areas such as local residential and housing estate roads. Roads which have direct frontage housing or are immediately adjacent to play areas should have speed limits of 30kph. Roads which are through roads within estates and which have very little direct frontage housing and are not immediately adjacent to play areas would generally have a speed limit of 50kph but may be reduced where the road authority deems it to be appropriate.
The following must be taken into consideration when considering to implement a 30kph speed limit:
· Speed surveys must be undertaken to establish the 85th Percentile Speed (the speed at or below which 85% of all vehicles are observed to travel under free flowing conditions past a nominated point). 
· Roads must be representative but not all roads within an estate need to be surveyed. 
· SDCC must liaise with adjoining local authorities to ensure a consistent approach and results. 
· After implementation of a 30kph limit monitoring will have to be undertaken to identify if the new speed limits are being observed. 
· Existing speeds cannot be assumed – speed surveys have to be undertaken. 
· Existing traffic calmed estates must be surveyed to determine the 85th percentile speed. 
· Speed survey results cannot be extrapolated into other areas. 
As a result of repeated requests from the members for 30kph speed limit implementation in residential estates throughout the electoral area SDCC propose to implement this limit on a blanket basis save for local distributor and other house and open park frontage free roads.
Speed Limits Review 2016
Notes on sample area drawing
· The sample area shown is representative of the whole county. 
· The default speed limit for the designated built up area in South Dublin which includes the sample area remains at 50 km/h, this is shown in red. 
· Special speed limit of 60km/h within the 50km/h zone shown in green. 
· Areas with a special speed limit of 30km/h shown in yellow. 
· Areas not in charge of South Dublin County Council shown hatched yellow. 
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