Minutes of Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change SPC Meeting 
held on 3rd November 2015 in IT Conference Room
In attendance

Elected Members







Councillor Paula Donovan 

Councillor Ed O’Brien


Councillor Maire Devine




Councillor Danny O’Brien

Councillor Deirdre O’Donovan
Councillor P Kearns

Sectoral Interests

Donal Anderson
John O’Farrell





Officials

Teresa Walsh Director of Services

Brian Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent

Leo Magee, Senior Engineer

Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer

Jennifer McGrath, A/ Environmental Awareness Officer

Richard McCormack, Exec Scientific Environmental Officer

Apology

Connie Kiernan

Cathaoirleach Councillor Pamela Kearns presided.  

Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 29th September 2015
The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 29th September 2015 were proposed by Cllr Ed O’ Brien, seconded by Cllr Danny O’Brien. 

Item 2:  Public Consultation on the Significant Water Management Issues
Exec Scientific Environmental Officer Richard McCormack delivered a presentation on the invitation to make submission on the recently published document Significant Water Management Issues in Ireland.
The presentation focused on the following:

· Terms – 2 cycles and River Basin district

· Consultation document layout
· Part 1– Introduction – Societal and Environmental Factors

· New National and International  River Basin Districts
· Part 2: Current Condition of Our Waters
· Part 3: Pressures on Our Water Environment
· Part 4: River Basin Management Planning and the Challenges Ahead (societal factors)
· Part 5: The Environmental Issues to be Addressed (Environmental Pressures)
· Summary - Minister wants people to have a say and  to consider the following: 
· Do people agree that the issues facing Ireland’s waters are correctly set out in this document? 
· Are people aware of other issues that should be highlighted? 
· What do people think are the most important issues to be addressed between now and 2021? 
· How do people think the challenges identified should be tackled and what would people do first? 
· What happens next? Preparation of river basin management plans currently underway by the relevant authorities. Submissions received in response to this consultation will be taken into account in the preparation of these plans. 
· Submit views on / before 18th December to waterq@environ.ie
A discussion ensured with contributions from committee members which focused primarily on the following issues to which Mr. Fitzpatrick and Ms. Walsh responded:
· Sources of and contributors to river pollution

· Method of promoting the public consultation process

· social media

· email to all councillors 

· report to December 2015 Council Meeting etc.
· Not an Irish Water project

Ms Walsh advised that following the making of the River Basin Plan, a series of detailed actions will be required at local level.

It was agreed to inform full Council of the public consultation process through the report from SPC at December 2015 full Council meeting and also to prepare a summary for circulation to all Members which would include links to all relevant website. 

Item 3 Climate Change Adaptation Strategy Update
A/ Environmental Awareness Officer Jennifer McGrath delivered a presentation on Climate Change Adaptation Measures which focused on the following:

· Impacts of climate change which are ‘locked in’ for decades
· Risks of climate change can be reduced and managed
· Assessing & Managing the risks
· An outline of Climate Change for Ireland 
· EU Adaptation Strategy (April 2013)
· Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Bill 2015
· Adaptation and Planning
· Resources for SDCC
· Adaptation Guidelines - 6 simple steps
· Step 1 Forming an Adaptation Team & preparing the ground
· Step 2 Assessing the Current Adaptation Baseline
· Step 3 Assessing Future Climate Risk
· Step 4 Identifying, Assessing & Prioritising Adaptation Risks
· Step 5 Developing an Adaptation Pathways Map & Drafting the Strategy
· Step 6 Mainstreaming, Monitoring & Reviewing
·  Next Steps following enactment of the Bill
A discussion ensured with contributions from committee members which focused primarily on the following issues to which McGrath and Ms. Walsh responded:

· Recent deviation from average temperatures for time of year

· Shirt-term cost for alleviation / adaptation measures v long-term gains

· Capital projects required within the county for which there is no source of central funding

· Measurement of impact of initiatives undertaken

· Aiming for “Best Practice” – being prescriptive may prevent moving with the times.
Item 4 Recycling Strategy
Mr Magee referred to a commitment given at the September 2015 SPC meeting at which he had advised on the timely opportunity to review the existing recycling strategy for the provision of Local Community Based Recycling facilities in the county which has been in place since 2006.

A copy of the revised Draft Strategy as circulated was considered.  

Mr Magee advised of the target of 120 bring banks and of most significant change proposed in the strategy to deliver this target  ie a change to the requirement to site bring banks a minimum of 50 metres from the nearest housing.   He stated that if this change is accepted in the final document it will open up the possibility of sites which currently are not considered to be suitable as they do not meet the siting criteria. 

It is the intention to return with a final document to the February 2016 meeting. 
A discussion followed with the following focus:

· Lack of kerbside glass recycling and the reasons for same

· Difficulties in securing sites and problems associated with their presence

· Implication of introduction of “pay by weight” waste regulations from July 2016 including need for communication and awareness at national and local level
· Potential for underground facilities

· Potential to condition provision of bring banks through planning process
Item 5 Potential for new Green Flag Scheme / Sports Facilities

Cllr Kearns and Ms. Maguire advised of intention to pursue potential for pilot Green Flag style initiative in 2016 and outlined benefits (outside of costs) which could potentially be derived.   

Item 6.  AOB

Leaves:   Following query, Mr. Magee outlined current position in relation to collection of leaves by Oxigen and outlined that it was not possible to make individual collections.   Arrangements as follows were agreed:
· On receipt of request for leaf removal it is listed for Oxigen to remove 

· If individual customers requests that we collect leaves which they have swept up themselves they will be advised to put the leaves in their brown bin, or alternatively, the Council will offer hessian bags in which the leaves can be composted at home.

Summary of 2015 Work Programme: The meeting noted the successful completion of the 2015 Work Programme.  It was agreed to set out the 2016 programme in February 2016. 

The meeting concluded at 7.00pm 
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