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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

TERENURE RATHFARNHAM AREA 

COMMITTEE MEETING (1)   

Minutes of Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1), (dealing with Development, Corporate Services, Roads and Planning business) held on 6th December 2005.

	PRESENT

	

	Councillors

	

	M. Ardagh

	C. Keane

	J. Lahart

	S. Laing

	T. McDermott

	E. Walsh

	A. White


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor A. White, presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers
	E. Cunningham, M. Judge, G. Keogh, 

F. Nevin

	Senior Engineer
	T. O’Grady, M. O’Keeffe 

	Senior Planner
	M. Kenny, C. Ryan

	Senior Executive Engineer
	S. Fagan, P. Harty

	Senior Executive Planners
	L. McGauran, M. O’Connor 

	Administrative Officers
	T. Curtin, M. Kelly

	Executive Planner
	S. Rhys-Thomas

	Staff Officers
	N. Fitzgibbon, F. Murphy

	Clerical Officer
	A. Reilly


TR/845/05
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of meeting of Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee (1), dealing with Planning, Development, Corporate Services and Roads, business, held on 1st November 2005, which had been circulated were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1) held on 1st November 2005 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

DEVELOPMENT BUSINESS 

TR/846/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 questions numbered 1 to 3 inclusive be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/847/05   WILLBROOK LAWN – HOARDING 

QUESTION:   Councillor M. Ardagh
“To ask the Manager if the Law Agent has examined the options available to the Council in relation to the hoarding at Willbrook Lawn and to give a report on the matter?”

REPLY:

The portion of green space at the cul de sac in Willbrook Lawn has been the subject of correspondence and complaints from the residents in recent months.    The property is not registered to South Dublin County Council.  In 1982 a Deed of Dedication relating to the open space area (approximately .25 acres) was signed and sealed by Dublin County Council and Tiernan Homes Limited.  However, Tiernan Homes Limited as a Company was dissolved before legal transfer took place.

The area of land is not registered in the Land Registry.  In January 1997, the Council applied to the Minister for Finance for a Deed of Waiver under Section 28 & 31 of the State Property Act 1954.  Following correspondence between the Council and the Chief State Solicitor the Council was advised that a Deed of Waiver could not be considered in favour of the Council as ownership could not be established in the absence of documentary evidence that the property was owned by Tiernan Homes Limited prior to the Company being dissolved.  A further letter from the Chief Solicitor in September 1997 stated that as Tiernan Homes Limited (and others) held the property “upon trust”, Section 28 of the State Property Act 1954 did not apply and accordingly the Minister for Finance had no function in the matter.

Following receipt of the letter in September 1997, the Council did contact the Solicitor who acted for Tiernan Homes Limited, to ascertain details regarding the Company’s title to the lands, but to no avail.

In recent months the residents association has contacted the Council regarding this plot of land.  Some of the residents have requested the removal of the hoardings so that the area can be used by children.  However the Council has also been approached directly by the residents of the two houses immediately adjoining the open space, who do not want the hoardings removed, as there is the potential that the area could become the subject of antisocial behaviour, and easy access to the rear gardens would also be a problem.

It is understood from the residents, that the hoardings were erected in the early 1990’s to protect the public, as the garden end walls of the two houses were allegedly in a dangerous condition.  However exhaustive searches of the Council’s records have not shown evidence that this is the case.

A recent inspection of the site has shown that the area adjoining No. 29 is in an overgrown condition and that the area of ground in the open space is higher than the adjoining house.  Removal of the hoarding on this site would not be recommended at present, as it is not considered a suitable play area, and also the nature of the higher ground would expose the security of the adjoining house.  The area beside No. 30 has been maintained for a number of years by the adjoining resident.  Removal of the hoarding at this side would also expose the security of the adjoining resident.

If staff of Dublin County Council did erect the hoardings in the early 1990’s it may have been as a result of an inspection of the garden walls adjoining the area, which found the walls to be in an unstable condition.  However, South Dublin County Council has no record of this.

In general circumstances, the Council can, if it is found that such walls are dangerous,  serve a Notice under the Sanitary Services Act 1964 on the owners to carry out whatever works are necessary to remove the danger, however the Council cannot instruct the owners to rebuild such a wall, unless its absence poses a danger.

It may have been the case that the staff of Dublin County Council in the early 1990’s thought it necessary to secure the area by the erection of these hoardings in order to prevent access to the public to the garden walls.  While it is evident that the wall beside No. 30 has been partially removed, it is not clear when or by whom this was carried out.  Also there may have been some work done in relation to the wall at No. 29 in the past but again it is not clear when or by whom the works may have been carried out.

At this point in time, the Council are reluctant to carry out any work in the area of the green space, firstly because the title is not held by the Council, but also there appears to be differing views in the area on the future usage of the site, subject to the legal issues being resolved. In the interim, the Council’s Law Agent has again been asked to re-examine the options open to the Council in respect of the site.  Following further advice from the Law Agent the possible options can be re-examined.


TR/848/05   GAELSCOIL CHNOC LIAMHNA 

QUESTION:   Councillor J. Lahart
"To ask the Manager to provide an update as to why the identification of land and transfer of title to Gaeilcoil Chnoc Liamhna is taking so long to expedite and can the Manager give a timetable in which the transfer of title will be expedited?"

REPLY:
The Department of Education and Science applied to the Council to purchase a site for the construction of a permanent school building for Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna, a portion of which the school has been in occupation of for a number of years. Terms were issued to the Department of Education and Science some time ago in relation to both the disposal of the site for the permanent school and also for a temporary letting of the portion of the site which has been occupied by the school for the past three years, pending both parties being in a position to complete the transaction for the overall site. The Department has not confirmed their acceptance of the terms issued in either case and accordingly no formal agreement exists for the current occupation of the site by the School.


The main difficulty in progressing the disposal lies with a portion of the now disused Old Knocklyon Road which traverses the site. Following extinguishment of the public right of way over a road, the normal position is that title to the land containing the road, reverts to the original owner. A small section of this road comprises unregistered land and the Council is endeavouring to identify the owners with a view to acquiring title to same. The road in question is likely to have been in place as a public road for over a hundred years which creates difficulties in tracing the original title.  The Council acquired the adjoining lands in 1980 and the title documentation submitted by the former owners at the time has been forwarded to a Solicitor, who has been engaged to advise the Council in relation to the registration of title, to ascertain if these parties held an interest in the site of the public road. The Solicitor is also arranging to meet with an official in the Land Registry with a view to establishing what documentation would be required by it, in order to register the lands to the Council.  It is not possible at this stage to indicate a timescale for the resolution of this matter and as can be appreciated, until such time as the Council is registered to all of the land, the disposal cannot be advanced. 

However, a temporary letting could be put in place in relation to the part of the site currently required by the school, to regularise the legal position, if the Department agrees terms with the Council. 

TR/849/05
WILLBROOK LAWN – HOARDINGS   

QUESTION:  Councillor A. White
“To ask the Manager for a report on the open space at Willbrook Lawn, currently blocked by two hoardings, including the issue of title to this land and his proposals for dealing with this long-standing issue of concern to local residents?”

REPLY:

The portion of green space at the cul de sac in Willbrook Lawn has been the subject of correspondence and complaints from the residents in recent months.    The property is not registered to South Dublin County Council.  In 1982 a Deed of Dedication relating to the open space area (approximately .25 acres) was signed and sealed by Dublin County Council and Tiernan Homes Limited.  However, Tiernan Homes Limited as a Company was dissolved before legal transfer took place.

The area of land is not registered in the Land Registry.  In January 1997, the Council applied to the Minister for Finance for a Deed of Waiver under Section 28 & 31 of the State Property Act 1954.  Following correspondence between the Council and the Chief State Solicitor the Council was advised that a Deed of Waiver could not be considered in favour of the Council as ownership could not be established in the absence of documentary evidence that the property was owned by Tiernan Homes Limited prior to the Company being dissolved.  A further letter from the Chief Solicitor in September 1997 stated that as Tiernan Homes Limited (and others) held the property “upon trust”, Section 28 of the State Property Act 1954 did not apply and accordingly the Minister for Finance had no function in the matter.

Following receipt of the letter in September 1997, the Council did contact the Solicitor who acted for Tiernan Homes Limited, to ascertain details regarding the Company’s title to the lands, but to no avail.

In recent months the residents association has contacted the Council regarding this plot of land.  Some of the residents have requested the removal of the hoardings so that the area can be used by children.  However the Council has also been approached directly by the residents of the two houses immediately adjoining the open space, who do not want the hoardings removed, as there is the potential that the area could become the subject of antisocial behaviour, and easy access to the rear gardens would also be a problem.

It is understood from the residents, that the hoardings were erected in the early 1990’s to protect the public, as the garden end walls of the two houses were allegedly in a dangerous condition.  However exhaustive searches of the Council’s records have not shown evidence that this is the case.

A recent inspection of the site has shown that the area adjoining  No. 29 is in an overgrown condition and that the area of ground in the open space is higher than the adjoining house.  Removal of the hoarding on this site would not be recommended at present, as it is not considered a suitable play area, and also the nature of the higher ground would expose the security of the adjoining house.  The area beside No. 30 has been maintained for a number of years by the adjoining resident.  Removal of the hoarding at this side would also expose the security of the adjoining resident.

If staff of Dublin County Council did erect the hoardings in the early 1990’s it may have been as a result of an inspection of the garden walls adjoining the area, which found the walls to be in an unstable condition.  However, South Dublin County Council has no record of this.

In general circumstances, the Council can, if it is found that such walls are dangerous,  serve a Notice under the Sanitary Services Act 1964 on the owners to carry out whatever works are necessary to remove the danger, however the Council cannot instruct the owners to rebuild such a wall, unless its absence poses a danger.

It may have been the case that the staff of Dublin County Council in the early 1990’s thought it necessary to secure the area by the erection of these hoardings in order to prevent access to the public to the garden walls.  While it is evident that the wall beside No. 30 has been partially removed, it is not clear when or by whom this was carried out.  Also there may have been some work done in relation to the wall at No. 29 in the past but again it is not clear when or by whom the works may have been carried out.

At this point in time, the Council are reluctant to carry out any work in the area of the green space, firstly because the title is not held by the Council, but also there  appears to be differing views in the area on the future usage of the site, subject to the legal issues being resolved.


In the interim, the Council’s Law Agent has again been asked to re-examine the options open to the Council in respect of the site.  Following further advice from the Law Agent the possible options can be re-examined.

TR/850/05   DERELICT SITE ST. JAMES’S ROAD

The following Report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Report on Former Greenhills Shopping Arcade.
The following report was before the Committee at its meeting on 1/11/05:

“Following an inspection and subsequent report by the Council’s Engineer, in November 2004 the owners of the site known as Greenhills Shopping arcade, St. James Road, Walkinstown, Dublin were served with a Notice under the Derelict Sites Act 1990, to carry out certain works to render this site non derelict.  The works included, (a) Reconstruction of fence to secure the site, (b) demolishing of the walls and buildings within the site, (c) the site to be cleared of all rubble and maintained in a clean and tidy condition.  The works required were carried out and the site was rendered non derelict.  An inspection was carried out as recently as 20th October 2005, and the Council’s Engineer is satisfied that the site is not derelict.  The site is being constantly monitored, to ensure that it remains in a not derelict state.

Planning Permission was granted by the Council in April 2004 for the construction of ‘a three storey over basement retail / apartment building.  The development will comprise of a basement level car park area 1,852sq. m, 7 retail units to ground floor area 1,468 sq. m with 2 storeys over, housing 4 two bedroom apartments and 8 one bedroom apartments per floor area 923 sq. m each, including associated site works.  The site works will include altering the existing vehicular entrance and the provision of car parking’.

To date, the Councils Planning Department has not received a Commencement Notice in respect of this permission.

As the site is not at present considered to be derelict within the meaning of the Derelict Sites Act 1990 and in light of the proposal to develop the site, it is not proposed to take steps to acquire same.  However the location will be constantly monitored to ensure it is maintained in a clean and tidy condition”.

Following discussion at the meeting it was agreed that the site would be revisited and a further report would be presented to this meeting of the Committee.

The Council’s Planning Department is currently examining this site in the context of the  Derelict Sites Act 1990 in that the condition of the site detracts to a material degree from the amenity, character and appearance of other properties in the neighbourhood.

A report is currently awaited, and if the site is found to be derelict within the meaning of the Act, the owners will be written to, or served with a further Notice, to either rectify the situation by carrying out certain works, or by the immediate implementation of the planning permission granted by the Council in April, 2004.

The Council may also consider other options under the terms of the Act which could include acquiring the site by Compulsory Purchase Order or the imposition of a levy.”

Following contributions from Councillors, C. Keane, S. Laing, M. Ardagh, A. White and E. Walsh, Mr. F. Nevin Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised by the members and the report was NOTED.
TR/851/05   DISPOSAL OF LAND AT ARANLEIGH MOUNT/BARTON DRIVE

The following Report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The land referred to comprises of a pathway, approximately 1 metre wide, secured at both ends by a lockable gate together with a planted area on both sides of the path.  

As reported to the Area Committee Meeting previously, the land in question has been dedicated to the Council but title has not transferred.  The Company which developed the estate has since gone into liquidation.  However the acquisition of title to these lands is again being examined by Solicitors engaged by the Council. 

In the meantime, the request by two adjoining residents to acquire the planted area was circulated to various Departments of the Council and relevant statutory agencies for examination.

The Roads Department subsequently reported that the 1 metre width of footpath presently available would not be sufficient if it was bounded by boundary walls instead of the planted areas as at present. Accordingly Roads Department would require a 2 metre strip to be retained and surfaced as a pathway if the proposed disposal proceeds.

The Planning Department has expressed reservations about the disposal of any portion of the lands as it is considered that reducing the width of the pathway by enclosing it within high walls may result in an increase in anti-social behaviour and reduce the effectiveness of this important link footpath.

The ESB has also confirmed that it has services running through this pathway to the sub-station at the rear and will need to retain access for maintenance purposes.  Having regard to the foregoing , it is considered that the lands should not be incorporated into the adjoining private properties. 

Following a recent site inspection it was noted that area appeared to be well maintained and the areas planted with shrubs on either side of the pathway had recently been mulched with bark chippings.  The Council’s Parks Department have been requested to continue to monitor the area and maintain it, as required.”

Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer summarised report.   Following a contribution from Councillor C. Keane the report was NOTED.

TR/852/05   DISPOSAL OF SITE AT GAELSCOIL CHNOC LIAMHNA

The following Report, which had been circulated, was READ and  NOTED:

“The Department of Education and Science applied to the Council to purchase a site for the construction of a permanent school building for Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna, a portion of which the school has been in occupation of for a number of years. Terms were issued to the Department of Education and Science some time ago in relation to both the disposal of the site for the permanent school and also for a temporary letting of the portion of the site which has been occupied by the school for the past three years, pending both parties being in a position to complete the transaction for the overall site. The Department has not confirmed their acceptance of the terms issued in either case and accordingly no formal agreement exists for the current occupation of the site by the School.   

 

The main difficulty in progressing the disposal lies with a portion of the now disused Old Knocklyon Road  which traverses the site. Following extinguishment of the public right of way over a road, the normal position is that title to the land containing the road, reverts to the original owner. A small section of this road comprises unregistered land and the Council is endeavouring to identify the owners with a view to acquiring title to same. The road in question is likely to have been in place as a public road for over a hundred years which creates difficulties in tracing the original title.  The Council acquired the adjoining lands in 1980 and the title documentation submitted by the former owners at the time has been forwarded to a Solicitor, who has been engaged to advise the Council in relation to the registration of title, to ascertain if these parties held an interest in the site of the public road. The Solicitor is also arranging to meet with an official in the Land Registry  with a view to establishing what documentation would be required by it, in order to register the lands to the Council.  It is not possible at this stage to indicate a timescale for the resolution of this matter and as can be appreciated, until such time as the Council is registered to all of the land, the disposal cannot be advanced. 

However, a temporary letting could be put in place in relation to the part of the site currently required by the school, to regularise the legal position, if the Department agrees terms with the Council.”

TR/853/05
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/854/05
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/855/05
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.


TR/856/05
WILLBROOK LAWN - TITLE

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor C. Keane. 

"That the Manager immediately acquire the title to the small open spaces at the end of Willbrook Lawn, Whitechurch Road which have been boarded up for sometime and that having acquired the title to contact the Residents Association as to its future use."

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The portion of green space at the cul de sac in Willbrook Lawn has been the subject of correspondence and complaints from the residents in recent months.  The property is not registered to South Dublin County Council.  In 1982 a Deed of Dedication relating to the open space area (approximately .25 acres) was signed and sealed by Dublin County Council and Tiernan Homes Limited.  However, Tiernan Homes Limited as a Company was dissolved before legal transfer took place.

The area of land is not registered in the Land Registry.  In January 1997, the Council applied to the Minister for Finance for a Deed of Waiver under Section 28 & 31 of the State Property Act 1954.  Following correspondence between the Council and the Chief State Solicitor the Council was advised that a Deed of Waiver could not be considered in favour of the Council as ownership could not be established in the absence of documentary evidence that the property was owned by Tiernan Homes Limited prior to the Company being dissolved.  A further letter from the Chief Solicitor in September 1997 stated that as Tiernan Homes Limited (and others) held the property “upon trust”, Section 28 of the State Property Act 1954 did not apply and accordingly the Minister for Finance had no function in the matter.

Following receipt of the letter in September 1997, the Council did contact the Solicitor who acted for Tiernan Homes Limited, to ascertain details regarding the Company’s title to the lands, but to no avail.

In recent months the residents association has contacted the Council regarding this plot of land.  Some of the residents have requested the removal of the hoardings so that the area can be used by children.  However the Council has also been approached directly by the residents of the two houses immediately adjoining the open space, who do not want the hoardings removed, as there is the potential that the area could become the subject of antisocial behaviour, and easy access to the rear gardens would also be a problem.

It is understood from the residents, that the hoardings were erected in the early 1990’s to protect the public, as the garden end walls of the two houses were allegedly in a dangerous condition.  However exhaustive searches of the Council’s records have not shown evidence that this is the case.

A recent inspection of the site has shown that the area adjoining  No. 29 is in an overgrown condition and that the area of ground in the open space is higher than the adjoining house.  Removal of the hoarding on this site would not be recommended at present, as it is not considered a suitable play area, and also the nature of the higher ground would expose the security of the adjoining house.  The area beside No. 30 has been maintained for a number of years by the adjoining resident.  Removal of the hoarding at this side would also expose the security of the adjoining resident.

If staff of Dublin County Council did erect the hoardings in the early 1990’s it may have been as a result of an inspection of the garden walls adjoining the area, which found the walls to be in an unstable condition.  However, South Dublin County Council has no record of this.

In general circumstances, the Council can, if it is found that such walls are dangerous,  serve a Notice under the Sanitary Services Act 1964 on the owners to carry out whatever works are necessary to remove the danger, however the Council cannot instruct the owners to rebuild such a wall, unless its absence poses a danger.

It may have been the case that the staff of Dublin County Council in the early 1990’s thought it necessary to secure the area by the erection of these hoardings in order to prevent access to the public to the garden walls.  While it is evident that the wall beside No. 30 has been partially removed, it is not clear when or by whom this was carried out.  Also there may have been some work done in relation to the wall at No. 29 in the past but again it is not clear when or by whom the works may have been carried out.

At this point in time, the Council are reluctant to carry out any work in the area of the green space, firstly because the title is not held by the Council, but also there  appears to be differing views in the area on the future usage of the site, subject to the legal issues being resolved.


In the interim, the Council’s Law Agent has again been asked to re-examine the options open to the Council in respect of the site.  Following further advice from the Law Agent the possible options can be re-examined.”

It was AGREED to take Motion No. 3 in the name of Councillor C. Keane in conjunction with the above.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor S. Laing. 

"That this committee agrees that the unsightly timber hoarding erected by the Council on the open space at the end of Willbrook Lawn (beside both end houses) be removed and that the area be reinstated to its previous condition as it was some years ago when Dublin Co. Council maintained this space. This was agreed by decision of the residents association of Willbrook Lawns at an open meeting on 8th November 2005."

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The portion of green space at the cul de sac in Willbrook Lawn has been the subject of correspondence and complaints from the residents in recent months.    The property is not registered to South Dublin County Council.  In 1982 a Deed of Dedication relating to the open space area (approximately .25 acres) was signed and sealed by Dublin County Council and Tiernan Homes Limited.  However, Tiernan Homes Limited as a Company was dissolved before legal transfer took place.

The area of land is not registered in the Land Registry.  In January 1997, the Council applied to the Minister for Finance for a Deed of Waiver under Section 28 & 31 of the State Property Act 1954.  Following correspondence between the Council and the Chief State Solicitor the Council was advised that a Deed of Waiver could not be considered in favour of the Council as ownership could not be established in the absence of documentary evidence that the property was owned by Tiernan Homes Limited prior to the Company being dissolved.  A further letter from the Chief Solicitor in September 1997 stated that as Tiernan Homes Limited (and others) held the property “upon trust”, Section 28 of the State Property Act 1954 did not apply and accordingly the Minister for Finance had no function in the matter.

Following receipt of the letter in September 1997, the Council did contact the Solicitor who acted for Tiernan Homes Limited, to ascertain details regarding the Company’s title to the lands, but to no avail.

In recent months the residents association has contacted the Council regarding this plot of land.  Some of the residents have requested the removal of the hoardings so that the area can be used by children.  However the Council has also been approached directly by the residents of the two houses immediately adjoining the open space, who do not want the hoardings removed, as there is the potential that the area could become the subject of antisocial behaviour, and easy access to the rear gardens would also be a problem.

It is understood from the residents, that the hoardings were erected in the early 1990’s to protect the public, as the garden end walls of the two houses were allegedly in a dangerous condition.  However exhaustive searches of the Council’s records have not shown evidence that this is the case.

A recent inspection of the site has shown that the area adjoining  No. 29 is in an overgrown condition and that the area of ground in the open space is higher than the adjoining house.  Removal of the hoarding on this site would not be recommended at present, as it is not considered a suitable play area, and also the nature of the higher ground would expose the security of the adjoining house.  The area beside No. 30 has been maintained for a number of years by the adjoining resident.  Removal of the hoarding at this side would also expose the security of the adjoining resident.

If staff of Dublin County Council did erect the hoardings in the early 1990’s it may have been as a result of an inspection of the garden walls adjoining the area, which found the walls to be in an unstable condition.  However, South Dublin County Council has no record of this.

In general circumstances, the Council can, if it is found that such walls are dangerous,  serve a Notice under the Sanitary Services Act 1964 on the owners to carry out whatever works are necessary to remove the danger, however the Council cannot instruct the owners to rebuild such a wall, unless its absence poses a danger.

It may have been the case that the staff of Dublin County Council in the early 1990’s thought it necessary to secure the area by the erection of these hoardings in order to prevent access to the public to the garden walls.  While it is evident that the wall beside No. 30 has been partially removed, it is not clear when or by whom this was carried out.  Also there may have been some work done in relation to the wall at No. 29 in the past but again it is not clear when or by whom the works may have been carried out.

At this point in time, the Council are reluctant to carry out any work in the area of the green space, firstly because the title is not held by the Council, but also there  appears to be differing views in the area on the future usage of the site, subject to the legal issues being resolved.

In the interim, the Council’s Law Agent has again been asked to re-examine the options open to the Council in respect of the site.  Following further advice from the Law Agent the possible options can be re-examined.”

Following contributions from Councillors S. Laing, C. Keane, M. Ardagh, J. Lahart and T. McDermott, and A. White, Mr F. Nevin responded to queries raised and it was AGREED that a further report would be presented to the February 2006 meeting of the committee.

CORPORATE SERVICES BUSINESS

TR/857/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 question number 4 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/858/05     MARLEY PARK - CONCERTS 

QUESTION:  Councillor T. McDermott
To ask the Manager what discussions have been initiated with Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown County Council to avoid a repeat, in summer 2006, of the disturbing behaviour that residential communities in South Dublin adjacent to Marlay Park had to endure during the programme of Rock Concerts there last summer and would he make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

The events/concerts in Marlay Park are held in accordance with a licence issued by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council. 

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council engage with Residents Associations on a regular basis and any issues that occur are dealt with in the appropriate manner. They have had numerous discussions with Gardai and post event meetings and no issues of disturbing behaviour have been raised.

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council are aware of problems encountered prior to the Oasis concert on 16th July 2005 where a large crowd had gathered outside the Eden Pub prior to the Gardai coming on duty.   When the Gardai arrived on the scene the issues were resolved.  They have received representations from the Eden Residents Association asking that should weekend concerts occur in future years that the Gardai would attend earlier.

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council would welcome the opportunity to engage with South Dublin County Council prior to further events in order to mitigate against any problems.

TR/859/05    NEW WORKS
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/860/05
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/861/05
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/862/05
INTERCULTURAL GROUP – INFORMATION ON VOTING 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott.

That this committee discuss the request from an intercultural group to provide information on voting - leaflets/ points of contact/   – who is entitled to vote, at what elections, voting procedure etc... etc... and to ascertain the various languages required.  That this be done in conjunction with the various groups in the TRAC area." 

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council has had contact and discussion with the Tallaght Partnership with regard to provision of information to various networks of organisations representing different ethnic and cultural sectors of the community. 

Information Days in the area with regard to eligibility to vote and how to register have been provided.  It is intended to consult the Partnership early in the new year about extending this facility to other parts of South Dublin County.” 

Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane, A. White and M. Ardagh, Mr. G. Keogh, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

 

ROADS BUSINESS

TR/863/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 questions numbered 5 to 14 inclusive be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/864/05
 STOCKING LANE – FOOTPATH

QUESTION:    Councillor C. Keane
"To ask the Manager to provide safe pedestrian access and upgraded footpath with lighting be constructed along Stocking Lane, this is the access Prospect Manor residents - especially school children have to use daily.  It is totally unsuitable and indeed dangerous with overgrown shrubbery and trees blocking visibility also?"  

REPLY:
This rustic footpath, including public lighting and crossing, at the entrance to Prospect Manor, was installed at the entrance to Prospect Manor a number of years ago pending the development of the adjacent land.  At present no planning application has been received to develope these lands.  Meanwhile we will request Parks Department to trim back any shrubbary obstructing light along this pathway.

TR/865/05
WILLINGTON AREA – LIGHT POLES

QUESTION: Councillor C. Keane
"To ask the Manager to have the light poles in the Willington area painted – I was informed last year ‘the depot staff will inspect and carry out the necessary works?’’ 

REPLY:
It is not the Council's practice to paint tubular steel lighting columns.  The columns in the vicinity of the roundabout at Wellington Lane will be examined and any columns showing evidence of rust/fatigue will be replaced.

TR/866/05
DODDER PARK ROAD – PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 

QUESTION:    Councillor J. Lahart
"To ask the Manager to provide a pedestrian crossing at somewhere between the junction of Dodder Park Road and the county boundary adjacent to to Ely Gate....I raised this at a recent traffic study group that perhaps a "refuge" would suffice, however, since then I have been contacted by numerous residents who have complained about the danger in crossing the road and the absence of a pedestrian facility for almost a mile?"

REPLY:
The provision of a pedestrian crossing as suggested above was not recommended on safety  grounds by the Gardai at the recent Traffic Management Meeting of 24/11/05.  It was agreed to further review the request and submit an additional report at the January 06 Traffic Management Meeting.

TR/867/05   SCOIL AN SPIORAD NAOMH, BALLYROAN - LAY BY

QUESTION:      Councillor J. Lahart
"To ask the Manager to engage with the management of Scoil an Spiorad Naomh, Ballyroan in relation to providing a safe pull in /lay-by for cars dropping children off in the morning school rush hour?"

REPLY:
This matter will be included as part of the survey of each school  being carried out in connection with special speed limits  assessment.

TR/868/05
ST. MARY’S AVE – CUL-DE-SAC SIGN

QUESTION:   Councillor S. Laing
"To ask the Manager to provide a Cul-de-Sac sign at the entrance to St. Marys Avenue, Rathfarnam as a large number of vehicles are entering the Avenue and also would it be possible to provide a sign Residents Parking Only?"

REPLY:
Approval to provide a cul de sac sign at this location was noted at Traffic Management Meeting of 24/11/05.


TR/869/05
 STOCKING LANE – FOOTPATH 
QUESTION:    Councillor S. Laing
"To ask the Manager to immediately improve the condition of the footpath on Stocking Lane which services Prospect Manor as its present condition is most unsatisfactory for young and old and to please take note I have requested this on a number of occasions?"

REPLY:
This rustic footpath, including public lighting and crossing, at the entrance to Prospect Manor, was installed at the entrance to Prospect Manor a number of years ago pending the development of the adjacent land .  At present no planning application has been received to develope these lands.  Meanwhile we will request Parks Department to trim back any shrubbary obstructing light along this pathway.

TR/870/05
 ORWELL PARK WAY – BLOCKED DRAIN 

QUESTION:    Councillor A. White
"To ask the Manager to arrange for the clearance of the drain outside 488 Orwell Park Way as same is blocked, as a result of which there is frequent flooding occurring at this location whenever there is heavy rain and this is a serious problem, in relation to which the residents concerned have previously been in touch with the Council, but the problem has persisted and requires to be addressed once and for all?"

REPLY:
An examination of road gully at this location was carried out on the 29th November 2005. Necessary remedial work will follow.


TR/871/05
 BEAUFORT DOWNS – YELLOW BOX 

QUESTION:    Councillor A. White
"To ask the Manager to reinstate the yellow box at the entrance to Beaufort Downs following the recent construction works at this location?"

REPLY:
The replacement of the yellow box will be included in the Area Engineer's Programme of Works to be carried out shortly.

TR/872/05
 BARTON DRIVE – FOOTPATH REPAIR 

QUESTION:    Councillor A. White
"To ask the Manager to repair the footpath at Barton Drive shops which are in a dreadful condition especially close to the post-box?"

REPLY:
This footpath is not in charge of the Council.  The cost of repairing this footpath is estimated at €15,000.  The repair of the footpath will be discussed with the local traders.


TR/873/05
 DUBLIN BUS – REMOVAL OF BUS SHELTER 

QUESTION:    Councillor A. White
"To ask the Manager to obtain a report from Dublin Bus for this Committee on the recent removal of the bus shelter at the Texaco Garage on Rathfarnham Road?"

REPLY:
Dublin Bus will be contacted on this matter, and a report presented to the Area Committee on receipt of a response. 

TR/874 /05   DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/875/05   TAXIMETER AREAS AND TAXI FARES CONSULTATION

The following Report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Commission for Taxi Regulation (Commission) was established by the Taxi Regulation Act 2003.   Following the publication of two consultation papers in relation to developing a new National Code of Regulation for Taxis, Hackneys and Limousines in Ireland, the Commission now proposes to put in place a new fare structure and rate for taxis and new taximeter areas throughout the County.

Consultation Paper No. III, entitled 'Taximeter areas and taxi fares' has been distributed to the members.

Section 6 summarises a number of questions, previewed in earlier sections, which may help the members in considering the content of a submission which must be received by the Commission on or before 19th December 2005.

Heretofore all matters relating to Taxi and Hackneys were dealt with by Dublin City Council as the geographical county of Dublin comprised one Taxi meter area.

Any views expressed by the members will be forwarded to the Commission.”

Mr. E. Cunningham summarised report, following contributions from Councillors C. Keane and  S. Laing the report was NOTED.

TR/876/05   DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL   

The following Report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Further to report presented to the November Meeting of the Terenure-Rathfarnham Area Committee, it is advised that all matters relating to the construction, operation and maintenance of the Dublin Port Tunnel are outside the remit of South Dublin County Council. In addition, it is a matter for Dublin City Council to manage the movement of heavy goods vehicles within its own administrative area, and this would include the management and control of access to, and egress from, the Port Tunnel. 

It is further advised that there are no provisions within existing legislation to introduce a permit system restricting access to the city centre  at the canal boundaries, either by this or any other local authority.  Any such restriction would result in an immediate increase in congestion on all radial routes outside the canal zone, including those in South Dublin, and an associated increase in rat-running on adjoining routes. In the circumstances, the Roads & Traffic Department could not recommend a restriction of this nature on traffic management grounds.

If the wish of this Committee, nevertheless, is to request the Dublin City Manager to consider restricting HGV access in this manner, such a request will be conveyed to the City Manager on behalf of the members.  It is recommended, however, that the issue would be better dealt with in the context of Regional Traffic Management arrangements (to which all four Dublin local authorities are party) and in association with the introduction of agreed Travel Demand Management measures on foot of the GDA Travel Demand Management Report currently being finalised on behalf of the Dublin Transportation Office as part of its "Platform for Change" Strategy.”   

Following a discussion to which Councillors, T. McDermott , S. Laing, C. Keane and  A. White contributed, Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and it was AGREED to present a further report to the January 2006 meeting of the committee which would include a summary of the European court ruling.



TR/877/05   TRAFFIC CALMING   

The following Report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting on the 17th November 2005.

Following discussion it was agreed to circulate the report to the three Area Committees and that a further report on this issue would be presented to the May 2006 meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.

ITEM NO. 2 TRAFFIC CALMING.

Need for Traffic Calming

Since the early 1980’s the private car has come to dominate every road in the Country.

The demand for travel has increased substantially since 1990.Most of the trips that have been generated, have been taken up through the increased use of private cars.This in turn has placed  pressure on the road network and congestion has increased markedly. Journey times have increased, and the peak hour for traffic in some locations has in fact become peak hours. Congestion has been made worse by people using cars for even the shortest of trips – eg schools, local shops for paper etc.

Driver behaviour is the single most important reason why so many residents request traffic calming measures.

A driver’s choice of speed is largely determined by the physical appearance of the road ahead and his or her consequent assessment of risk.  Drivers tend to underestimate risk, and particularly risk to road users other than themselves   -   Page 3 Guidelines for Special Speed Limits.

Some motorists, frustrated at the increased journey times rat-run through residential areas to avoid the traffic congestion on certain main routes. This practice together with the inappropriate speed through these residential areas puts the vulnerable road users (pedestrians especially school going children, the elderly and cyclists) in danger of being injured. Around 70% of fatalities in the Greater Dublin Area are vulnerable road users (p36 TM Guidelines).Another problem facing residents is the practice of joy-riding.

These traffic problems are not confined to any particular area but are becoming widespread across all residential areas. Concerns about the adverse effects of vehicle speed will often lead to requests for traffic calming measures. The way in which streets are managed and used either promotes or discourages a sense of community and can make them an attractive or an unattractive place to live.

To address these problems the Council has provided funding to identify/provide traffic calming measures in residential cells across the county.

In response to a large number of requests for traffic calming measures throughout the Council’s administrative area, the Council’s Transportation Strategic Policy Committee adopted a Traffic Calming strategy in January 2003 whereby it was agreed to select areas for Traffic Calming on a Residential Cell and Road basis in each of the five Electoral Areas of the County, the selection of each cell and road would be determined by the relevant Area Committee. The programme consists of 4 cells and 4 roads in each of the 5 electoral areas resulting in a total of 40 schemes.

The Council’s traffic calming strategy incorporates  

(A) Provision of Speed Restraint Measures and 

(B) Traffic Restriction Measures
The present position in relation to these schemes is as follows:-

                                           Schemes Completed

1. Ashfield / Fortfield, Templeogue

2. Beverly / Knockfield Manor, Templeogue

3. St Johns, Clondalkin

4. Aylmer Road, Newcastle

5. Hillcrest, Lucan

6. Ballyowen Road, Lucan

7. Kilnamanagh / Kingswood

8. Daletree / Parklands, Rathfarnham

9. Oatfield / Wheatfield, Clondalkin

10. Kennington Road, Templeogue

11. St Ronan’s Avenue, Clondalkin

12  Monksfield / Woodford / Yellow Meadows, Clondalkin

13 The Coppice / The Dingle, Palmerstown

14 Suncroft / Sundale, Tallaght

15 Johnstown Road, Rathcoole

16 Springfield Estate, Tallaght

17 Cherrywood Estate, Clondalkin

18  Ballycullen Ave / Drive, Firhouse

                                     Under Construction

     1. Oldbawn, Tallaght     
     2. Brookview / Fettercairn, Tallaght

                                     To Start November/December

1. Arthur Griffith Park / St Finians / Canonbrook / Esker Drive,         

    Lucan.

2. Butterfield, Rathfarnham

     3  Ballyowen Lane, Lucan

4  Esker Lane / Elmbrook Avenue, Lucan

5 Keadeen Avenue / Lugnaquilla Avenue, Walkinstown

6 Wainsfort Avenue / Gardens, Terenure

                                 To Start February/March

1. Palmerstown Woods 

2. Kilclare Avenue, Tallaght

3. Alpine Rise, Belgard

4. The Park, Millbrook Lawns, Tallaght

                                        Part 8 Stage

1. Palmerstown

2. Allenton / Oldcourt, Tallaght

3. Cherryfield / Beechfield, Walkinstown

4. Tymon North, Tallaght

5. Seskin View Avenue, Tallaght.

                                      Schemes Being Designed

1. Knocklyon

2. Rowlagh, Clondalkin

3. Lucan Heights, Lucan

4. Aylesbury / Cushlawn, Tallaght

                                 Recommendation.

As can be seen from the above, approximately half of the schemes in the traffic calming programme have been constructed. The remaining schemes should be constructed by autumn 2006. Accordingly, it is recommended that following completion of the current programme the Roads Department will carry out a review of the impact of the various traffic calming measures on the traffic flows / patterns in the residential estates in Autumn ’06.”
Following a discussion to which Councillors, A. White, C. Keane, M. Ardagh, S. Laing, J. Lahart and T. McDermott contributed, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
TR/878/05   PROPOSED 3 YR RESTORATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 2006 - 2008  

The following Report, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council’s proposed restoration improvement programme for the years 2006 – 2008 are listed separately hereunder.   Funding for this restoration programme is by way of grant from the Department of the Environment and Local Government.   

Proposed 3 Year Restoration Improvement Programme 2006 - 2008
	Category
	Road Name
	Work
	Year
	Extent

	R
	Templeville Road
	RR
	2006
	Full Length

	R
	Aghfarrell Road
	RR
	2006
	Infill Section Brittas Village -> Ballinscorney

	R
	Belgard Road Extn.
	RR
	2006
	Full Length

	R
	Peamount Road #1
	RR
	2006
	Jnct Nangor Road to Hospital Entrance

	R
	Grange Rd #1
	RR
	2006
	Yellow House to Jnct Nutgrove Avenue

	L
	Whitehall Road
	RR
	2006
	Full Length

	L
	Esker Lane South
	RR
	2006
	Jnct Willsbrook Rd to Sewerage Pump Station

	L
	Aylmer Road
	RR
	2006
	St. Finian's A.F.C. to Surface Dressing Start Point

	L
	Ninth Lock Road
	RR
	2006
	Jnct Old Nangor Rd to Jnct New Nangor Rd

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Category
	Road Name
	Work
	Year
	Extent

	R
	St. Peter's Road
	RR
	2007
	Full Length

	R
	Kimage Road West
	RR
	2007
	Full Length i.e. Crumlin X to jnct Shelton Grove

	R
	Rathfarnham Road
	RR
	2007
	Jnct Dodder Park Rd to jnct Castleside Estate

	R
	Embankment Road
	RR
	2007
	Jnct Belgard Rd to jnct Sylvan Avenue

	R
	Peamount Road #2
	RR
	2007
	Hospital entrance to Walshe's farm entrance

	L
	Scholardstown Road
	RR
	2007
	Jnct Templeroan Rd to jnct Edmonstown Rd

	L
	Old Nangor Road
	RR
	2007
	Jnct Fonthill Rd to

	L
	Belgard Square North
	RR
	2007
	Jnct Cookstown Way to jnct Belgard Rd

	L
	Slade Road #1
	RR
	2007
	Jnct N81 to jnct Lugg Lane

	
	
	
	
	

	Category
	Road Name
	Work
	Year
	Extent

	R
	Grange Rd #2
	RR
	2008
	Jnct Sarah Curran Ave to Fortification Hill

	R
	Peamount Road #3
	RR
	2008
	Walshe's farm entrance to Newcastle Village

	L
	Mayberry Road
	RR
	2008
	Full Length

	L
	Slade Road #2
	RR
	2008
	Jnct Lugg Lane To Craddle Bridge

	L
	Wellington Lane
	RR
	2008
	Jnct Greentrees Rd to jnct N81 @ Spawell

	L
	New Nangor Road #2
	RR
	2008
	Jnct Bawnogue to Fonthill Rd North R'about

	L
	New Nangor Road #3
	RR
	2008
	Fonthill Rd North R'about to jnct Ninth Lock Rd

	L
	Broomhill Road
	RR
	2008
	Full Length

	L
	Woodford Walk
	RR
	2008
	Jnct New Nangor Rd to jnct Woodfort Hill

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


”

It was AGREED to take Motion No. 10 in the name of Councillor M. Ardagh in conjunction with the above.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh and seconded by Councillor C. Keane. 


"That the Manager examine the poor condition of the surface of the cycle track on Templeville Road and Templeville Roundabout which is disintegrating and also to examine the sections where repair work has been carried out which are making the track unsafe and to ask if the Council intends changing the material used on the surface of cycle tracks to a material which will not break up and crumble over time." 

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The repair of this cycle track is included in Templeville Road resurfacing scheme to be carried out under the Restoration Improvement Grant 2006.”

Following contributions from Councillors M. Ardagh, C. Keane, J. Lahart, T. McDermott and S. Laing, Mr. E. Cunningham, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. P. Harty, Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED.


TR/879/05   NEW WORKS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/880/05   CORRESPONDENCE 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/881/05   CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

WHITECHURCH ROAD – TRAFFIC CALMING

It was proposed by Councillor A. White and seconded by Councillor C. Keane. 

"That the Manager introduce a traffic calming regime on the Whitechurch Road and especially at the lower Willbrook section, as a matter of urgency."

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The traffic calming schemes i.e. 4 residential cells and 4 roads for the Terenure Rathfarnham Electoral Area have already been selected. However, Whitechurch Road is included on the traffic calming request list for future consideration of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee. In the meantime, an assessment will be carried out to identify locations for suitable road markings /signage to improve safety along this road. 

That section of Whitechurch Road in the vicinity of the school will be assessed shortly as part of the countywide school survey for special speed limits and associated safety measures.

It was AGREED to take Motion No. 8 in the name of Councillor C. Keane, Motion No. 9 in the name of Councillor S. Laing, Motion No. 11 in the name of Councillor J. Lahart and Motion No. 12 in the name of Councillor S. Laing in conjunction with the above.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor S. Laing.

"That this Committee discuss (a) the upgrade of the Whitechurch Road with a view to ascertaining what type of upgrade is proposed (b) a timescale for delivery. 

(c) to agree to draw up a programme of traffic calming  immediately- ramps/pedestrian crossing/signing and lining.

(d) to report on the work necessary to make the existing footpaths safe and areas of the road requiring new footpath. 

This road is very dangerous for pedestrians who cannot access local services without crossing, and certainly does not allow children to walk to schools in safety."

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The improvement of the Whitechurch Road is included in the Council's 10 year road improvement programme.

There is a footpath on one side of this road from the Tuning Fork to the M50 overbridge. A section of this footpath needs resurfacing and this is included in the 2006 roads programme. The adjoining clay bank has encroached on a further section of this footpath and this will be removed within the next two weeks.

The traffic calming schemes i.e. 4 residential cells and 4 roads for the Terenure Rathfarnham Electoral Area have already been selected. However, Whitechurch Road is included on the traffic calming request list for future consideration of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee. In the meantime, an assessment will be carried out to identify locations for suitable road markings /signage to improve safety along this road. 

That section of Whitechurch Road in the vicinity of the school will be assessed shortly as part of the countywide school survey for special speed limits and associated safety measures.”

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor C. Keane. 

"That the Manager immediately examine the Whitechurch Road outside and adjoining the Whitechurch National School as the action taken in 1999 has not been satisfactory as the increase in traffic is causing serious concern."

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The section of Whitechurch Road in the vicinity of the school will be assessed shortly as part of the countywide school survey for special speed limits and associated safety measures.”

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor C. Keane. 

"That this Council devise a traffic/pedestrian plan for the Whitechurch Road area (from its junction with Taylor's Lane to the Tuning Fork Public House) that will address the serious footpath deficiencies along the road thereby leading to safety issues for pedestrians; the issue of speeding and the necessity for some traffic calming measures and the question of exiting from Sarah Curran Avenue and that the Council address these issues in one comprehensive plan for the area."

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The improvement of the Whitechurch Road is included in the Council's 10 year road improvement programme.

There is a footpath on one side of this road from the Tuning Fork to the M50 overbridge. A section of this footpath needs resurfacing and this is included in the 2006 roads programme. The adjoining clay bank has encroached on a further section of this footpath and this will be removed within the next two weeks.

The traffic calming schemes i.e. 4 residential cells and 4 roads for the Terenure Rathfarnham Electoral Area have already been selected. However, Whitechurch Road is included on the traffic calming request list for future consideration of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee. In the meantime, an assessment will be carried out to identify locations for suitable road markings /signage to improve safety along this road. 

That section of Whitechurch Road in the vicinity of the school will be assessed shortly as part of the countywide school survey for special speed limits and associated safety measures.”

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor C. Keane.

"That the Manager undertake a thorough examination of the Whitechurch Road between Willbrook Lawn and the Tuning Fork and to address the following issues at the request of the Residents Association,   1. Speed. 2. Footpaths. 3. Pedestrian Crossing. 4.Parking at entrance to Estate."

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The improvement of the Whitechurch Road is included in the Council's 10 year road improvement programme.

There is a footpath on one side of this road from the Tuning Fork to the M50 overbridge. A section of this footpath needs resurfacing and this is included in the 2006 roads programme. The adjoining clay bank has encroached on a further section of this footpath and this will be removed within the next two weeks.

The traffic calming schemes i.e. 4 residential cells and 4 roads for the Terenure Rathfarnham Electoral Area have already been selected. However, Whitechurch Road is included on the traffic calming request list for future consideration of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee. In the meantime, an assessment will be carried out to identify locations for suitable road markings /signage to improve safety along this road. 

That section of Whitechurch Road in the vicinity of the school will be assessed shortly as part of the countywide school survey for special speed limits and associated safety measures.”

A discussion ensued to which Councillors, A. White, C. Keane, S. Laing, J. Lahart and M. Ardagh contributed.   Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and it was AGREED to examine the need for additional signage/road markings and to report on this matter to the next Traffic Management Meeting.  It was also AGREED to present a further report to the March 2006 meeting of the Committee.  

TR/882/05   RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE – PARKING PROBLEMS


It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor A. White

"That the Manager move immediately to take all measures to alleviate traffic parking problems being experienced in Rathfarnham Village and for the Manager to engage directly with Duchas to immediately have the Rathfarnham Castle car park opened for public car parking."

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED and NOTED:

“The tendering process is about to commence for the operation of the Control of Parking Bye Laws. It is intended to commence Pay and Display parking in Rathfarnham Village early in the new year. The car park at Rathfarnham Castle is included in the Bye Laws as it has a history of all day parking. Consequently it is unlikely to add significantly to the parking provided and subsequently unlikely to ease the parking in Rathfarnham Village prior to pay and display parking commencing. 

Current parking restrictions permit one hour parking on the Main Street.  Enforcement of the regulations will be brought to the attention of the Garda Siochana in the run up to Christmas.”


TR/883/05   FAIRBROOK LAWN/GLENBROOK PARK – LANEWAY 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor S. Laing. 

"That this Committee recommends that the laneway at Fairbrook Lawn / Glenbrook Park be properly resurfaced; a patch up job unsatisfactory job was carried out –this request has been ongoing for some time see TRAC meeting 5th Oct. 2004." 

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED and NOTED:

“This laneway will be considered for inclusion for re-surfacing under the Discretionary Improvement Grants 2006 subject to funds being made available.”




PLANNING BUSINESS

TR/884/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions numbered 15 to 19 inclusive be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/885/05   PLANNING APPLICATION SD05A/0841

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Ardagh
"To ask the Manager for a report on Planning Application No. SD05A/0841 - Badminton Hall, Whitehall Road?"

REPLY:
Planning application Register Reference SD05A/0841 was received on 12-Oct-2005 from O2 Communications for Retention permission for an already existing base station installation consisting of 6no.  panel antennas and 1no.  link dish all mounted on 2 offset poles, together with associated telecommunications equipment, at Kimmage Badminton HQ, Leinster Branch, Whitehall Road, Dublin 12.

A decision is due in this case on or before 06-Dec-2005.

TR/886/05  PLANNING APPLICATION – PROMSTER 

QUESTION:    Councillor C. Keane
"To ask the Manager to give an (a)  updated report on Planning application by Promster for the Demolition of the existing 3 storey school building and the construction of 30 no. dwellings which are broken down into 5 blocks A, B, C, D and E all above basement as follows: Block A consists of a 3 storey block containing a total of 5 no. apartments as follows- 4 no. 3 bed & 1 no. 2 bed apartments with dormer windows facing north-east & south-west; Block B consists of a 4 storey block containing, 7 no. apartments consisting of 6 no. 2 bed apartments and 1 no. 3 bed apartment which is incorporated within the roof with dormer windows facing north-east & south-west; Block C consists of a 4 storey block containing 7 no. apartments consisting of 6 no. 2 bed apartments and 1 no. 3 bed apartment which is incorporated within the roof with dormer windows facing north-west and south-east; Block D consists of 9 no. 3 storey terrace houses consisting of 9 no. 3 bed with balconies; Block E consists of a 4 storey block containing 2 no. 4 bed houses with the fourth floor incorporated within the roof and dormer windows facing north-east & south-west; basement level consists of 44 no. car parking spaces, plant room, attenuation tank, and lift & stairs for access to the courtyard and access to Block E; ground level consists of 7 no. car spaces, refuse storage and bicycle storage located to the south-east of the site and covered lift and staircase for access to the basement located in the courtyard, together with an E.S.B. substation facing south-west with pedestrian and vehicular access off Limekiln Farm Road with security gates all with proposed landscaped courtyard, boundary treatment and site development works?" 

(b) Please pay particular attention to vehicular access mentioned as off Limekiln Farm Road – Limekiln Farm is the townland in which Temple Manor Estate is located and to state if this address given for access is correct and valid as application. Many residents are concerned with proximity, height, and overlooking."  

REPLY:
Planning application Register Reference SD05A/0847 was received on 14-Oct-2005 from Promster Developments Ltd. for a proposed development at Temple Manor Avenue off Limekiln Farm & St. Peters School, Greenhills, Dublin 12.

The proposed development comprises:

Demolition of the existing 3 storey school building and the construction of 30 no. dwellings which are broken down into 5 blocks A, B, C, D and E all above basement as follows: Block A consists of a 3 storey block containing a total of 5 no. apartments as follows- 4 no. 3 bed & 1 no. 2 bed apartments with dormer windows facing north-east & south-west;  Block B consists of a 4 storey block containing, 7 no. apartments consisting of 6 no. 2 bed apartments and 1 no. 3 bed apartment which is incorporated within the roof with dormer windows facing north-east & south-west;  Block C consists of a 4 storey block containing 7 no. apartments consisting of 6 no. 2 bed apartments and 1 no. 3 bed apartment which is incorporated within the roof with dormer windows facing north-west and south-east;  Block D consists of 9 no. 3 storey terrace houses consisting of 9 no. 3 bed with balconies;  Block E consists of a 4 storey block containing 2 no. 4 bed houses with the fourth floor incorporated within the roof and dormer windows facing north-east & south-west;  basement level consists of 44 no. car parking spaces, plant room, attenuation tank, and lift & stairs for access to the courtyard and access to Block E;  ground level consists of 7 no. car spaces, refuse storage and bicycle storage located to the south-east of the site and covered lift and staircase for access to the basement located in the courtyard, together with an E.S.B. substation facing south-west with pedestrian and vehicular access off Limekiln Farm Road with security gates all with proposed landscaped courtyard, boundary treatment and site development works.

Article 22 (1) (c) of the Planning & Development Regulations states that a planning application shall:

“state the location, townland or postal address of the land or structure concerned, (as may be appropriate)

Article 22 (2) (b) of the Planning & Development Regulations states that a planning application referred to in sub-article (1) shall be accompanied by:

“6 copies of a location map of sufficient size and containing details of features in the vicinity such as to permit the identification of the site to which the application relates, to a scale of not less than 1:1000 in built up areas and 1:1250 in all other areas (which shall be identified thereon) and marked or coloured so as to identify clearly the land or structure to which the application relates and the boundaries thereof”

In this case, the site location stated in the application and the Site Location map submitted with the application was sufficient in order to clearly identify the site and site boundaries, including vehicular access, to which the application relates and therefore the application was deemed to be valid.

A decision is due in this case on or before 08-Dec-2005.


TR/887/05
LANDY’S INDUSTRIAL ESTATE – ILLEGAL MAST

QUESTION:    Councillor C. Keane
“To ask the Manager for an update on the illegal mast at Landy’s Industrial Estate, Knocklyon”.

REPLY:
An Enforcement Notice pursuant to Section 154 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 issued to Hutchinson 3G Ireland and the owner of the industrial unit on 30th March 2005 requiring the removal of the mobile telecommunications antenna, support mast, equipment housing and all associated equipment from Landy’s Industrial Estate forthwith.

On 22nd April 2005 agents acting on behalf of Hutchinson 3G lodged a request for a Declaration under Section 5(1) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 in relation to whether the telecommunication infrastructure could be considered as exempted development, Ref: ED05/003. The Council issued a decision on 19/05/05 stating that the “telecommunications infrastructure is not considered to be exempted development and therefore will require planning permission.” The applicants appealed the Council’s decision to An Bord Pleanala.  

An Bord Pleanala made a decision pursuant to the Declaration under Section 5(1) of the Planning & Development Act on 18/10/05.  The Board have upheld the Council’s declaration that the erection of antenna support structure in place of existing antenna support structure is development and is not exempted development (ABP Ref. 06S.RL.2257 refers).

A planning application (Reg. Ref. SD05A/0590) lodged on the 19/7/05 for the “Erection of a replacement 12.5m high guyed pole on roof carrying 3 no. antenna and 1 no. relocated existing antenna, associated equipment , outdoor cabinets and 1.1m bollards” was refused permission on 8/9/05 by the Council.   On 4th October 2005, the Council’s decision was appealed to An Bord Pleanala.   A decision by the Board is due by 7th February 2005.

Legal proceedings have been held in abeyance pending the Board’s decision, following the removal of the antennae from the mast in early November 2005.


TR/888/05   MOYVILLE ESTATE – MAST 

QUESTION:   Councillor J. Lahart
"To ask the Manager to record my serious objection to the planning application for a mast at the entrance to Moyville Estate on the grounds of its close proximity to residents and the care facility located within the grounds of the Augustinians, both within our guideline of 100 metres?"

REPLY:
A planning application was received from Hutchison 3G Ireland Limited on 08-Sep-2005 for a 25m high cellular tree carrying 3 no. antenna and 2 no. radio link dishes for Hutchison and 3 no. antenna and 2 no. radio link dishes for Meteor, with associated equipment, outdoor cabinets and fencing for a new 3G broadband network, at Good Counsel Pitch and Putt Club, Edmondstown Road, Ballyboden, Dublin 16.  Register Reference SD05A/0752 refers.

A decision to Refuse permission was made by the Council in this case on 28-Oct-2005.

TR/889/05   PLANNING APPLICATION REF. No. SD05/0820

QUESTION:   Councillor S. Laing
"To ask the Manager to give an up to date report on Planning Application Ref.No. SD05A/0820?"


REPLY:
Planning application Register Reference SD05A/0820 was received on 04-Oct-2005 from Dennings Garage for 1.8 metre high boundary railings with 2 no. vehicular entrance gates to front at Dennings Garage, Bella Vista, Spawell, Dublin 6W.

A Decision to Grant Permission was made in this case on 28-Nov-2005.



TR/890/05   PLANNING FILES


(A) Large Applications Under Consideration


	SD05A/0847
	Reg. Date:

14-Oct-2005
Applicant’s Name:

Promster Developments Ltd.
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Temple Manor Avenue off Limekiln Farm & St. Peters School, Greenhills, Dublin 12.
Proposed Development:

Demolition of the existing 3 storey school building and the construction of 30 no. dwellings which are broken down into 5 blocks A, B, C, D and E all above basement as follows: Block A consists of a 3 storey block containing a total of 5 no. apartments as follows- 4 no. 3 bed & 1 no. 2 bed apartments with dormer windows facing north-east & south-west;  Block B consists of a 4 storey block containing, 7 no. apartments consisting of 6 no. 2 bed apartments and 1 no. 3 bed apartment which is incorporated within the roof with dormer windows facing north-east & south-west;  Block C consists of a 4 storey block containing 7 no. apartments consisting of 6 no. 2 bed apartments and 1 no. 3 bed apartment which is incorporated within the roof with dormer windows facing north-west and south-east;  Block D consists of 9 no. 3 storey terrace houses consisting of 9 no. 3 bed with balconies;  Block E consists of a 4 storey block containing 2 no. 4 bed houses with the fourth floor incorporated within the roof and dormer windows facing north-east & south-west;  basement level consists of 44 no. car parking spaces, plant room, attenuation tank, and lift & stairs for access to the courtyard and access to Block E;  ground level consists of 7 no. car spaces, refuse storage and bicycle storage located to the south-east of the site and covered lift and staircase for access to the basement located in the courtyard, together with an E.S.B. substation facing south-west with pedestrian and vehicular access off Limekiln Farm Road with security gates all with proposed landscaped courtyard, boundary treatment and site development works.

Decision Due on or before:

07-Dec-2005



	SD05A/0860
	Reg. Date:

21-Oct-2005
Applicant’s Name:

Famed Ltd./Rosemount Girls Secondary Sch
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Rockbrook, Edmondstown Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
Proposed Development:

The provision of an educational facility consisting of the construction of a two-storey secondary school (4,550m2).  The school building will include: 9 classrooms, library, canteen, science, home economics, music, art and computer rooms, oratory, staff facilities, multi-purpose hall, changing and storage areas, associated administration facilities and playing pitches.  The site will be accessed by an avenue served by a new vehicular entrance off Edmondstown Road.  The application includes the provision of 36 staff surface car parking spaces and 50 cycle spaces, landscaping and all ancillary site development works.
Decision Due on or before:

14-Dec-2005



	SD05A/0872
	Reg. Date:

25-Oct-2005
Applicant’s Name:

Maplewood Developments Ltd.,
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Southern side of Scholarstown Road, bounded on the eastern side by Stocking Lane, on southern side by Ballyboden Water Works, on western side of houses and open space Woodfield, Ballyboden, Dublin 16
Proposed Development:

Residential development consisting of 425 no. dwelling units and a creche:  the development is comprised of 92 no. 4 & 5 bed 2 & 3 storey semi-detached and detached houses,  74 no. 3 bed duplex units with 94 no. 1 & 2 bed apartments on ground and second floors all in 9 no. 3 storey blocks,  91 no. 1, 2 & 3 bed apartments in 6 no. 3 & 4 storey blocks,  42 no. own door apartments in 1 no. 3 storey block,  24 no. 2 bed apartments in 1 no. self contained 3 storey block with internal communal/recreational facilities and a creche (309sq.m.) with 8 no. 2 bed apartments overhead in 1 no. 3 storey block all on a site area of approx. 9.7 hectares (24 acres) at the stated location with vehicular access off Scholarstown Road and Stocking Lane.  This application also includes for all associated site and infrastructural works including foul and surface water sewers and outfalls, over ground and underground car parking, bicycle bays, landscaping, public open spaces, screen walls, refuse bin storage areas, realignment of boundaries along Scholarstown Road and Stocking Lane and the provision of pedestrian integration through adjoining residential area and open space to the west.
Decision Due on or before:

18-Dec-2005



	SD05A/0894
	Reg. Date:

03-Nov-2005
Applicant’s Name:

Caldercourt Ltd
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Ladywell, Corrybeg, Templeogue Road, Dublin 6W
Proposed Development:

Demolition of existing house & outbuildings:  construction on site of 1 no. 3 storey curved apartment block with pitched roofs over consisting of 16 no. 2 bedroom apartments, 4 no. 3 bedroom penthouses apartments including 44 parking spaces, 2 no bicycle stores, 1 no. refuse area at existing entrance area, 2 no. proposed gated pedestrian entrances in proposed boundary treatment to proposed Dodder Linear Park, proposed pedestrian access through existing gated entrance off Templeogue Road;   removal of existing front entrance, building up of entrance to match existing boundary wall & construction of new entrance for apartment scheme off Corrybeg;  ancillary site works, private open space, roads, site walls & tree felling.
Decision Due on or before:

3-Jan-2006



	SD05A/0324
	Reg. Date:

08-Nov-2005
Applicant’s Name:

Thomas & Elizabeth Lee
Submission Type:

Additional Information

	Location:

Cherbury Mews, Knocklyon Road, Dublin 16.
Proposed Development:

Demolition of existing house and construction of a split level two/three storey residential development comprising of 3 no. one bedroom apartments, 12 no. two bed apartments and 1 no. three bedroom apartment and semi-basement parking for 24 cars.
Decision Due on or before:

05-Dec-2005



	SD05A/0615
	Reg. Date:

24-Nov-2005
Applicant’s Name:

Michael Burke & John Staunton
Submission Type:

Additional Information

	Location:

Bolton Hall, Ballyboden Road, and No 163, Ballyboden Road, Rathfarnham, Co. Dublin
Proposed Development:

1) Demolition of existing single storey cottage type dwelling at no. 163 Ballyboden Road. (2) Development of 34 no. residential units comprising 1 no. 2 storey four bedroom detached gatehouse, 1 no. 2 storey 4 bedroom end terrace house, 18 no. 3 storey 3/4 bedroom terraced townhouses, 1 no. 2 storey 3 bedroom end terraced house, 1 no. 2 storey 4 bedroom house, 6 no. 3 storey over basement 5/6 bedroom detached, 1 no. 2 storey 4 bedroom house, 1 no. 2 bedroom bungalow which will replace the original dwelling at No. 163 Ballyboden Road.  The restoration and extension of the original coach house to comprise 2 no. 2 storey and 1 no. 2 storey plus mezzanine 4 bedroom units, the restoration of Bolton Hall which is a protected structure to accommodate a single dwelling in an existing two storey dwelling. (3) 67 no. surface carparking spaces and provision of new vehicular access from Ballyboden Road (4) Demolition of single storey out buildings and lean-to structures and removal of sections of garden walls and railings (all within the curtilage of Bolton Hall, a protected structure) (5) 1 no. ESB sub-station and all ancillary site development works and landscaping works including provision of bridge culvert structure; all development to take place on site of c.1.923 hectares.
Decision Due on or before:

19-Dec-2005



	SD05A/0951
	Reg. Date:

24-Nov-2005
Applicant’s Name:

Mr. H. & N Kearns
Submission Type:

New Application

	Location:

Edmondstown Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16.
Proposed Development:

Demolition of existing commercial units and for proposed three storey duplex development comprising a block of four and a block of five duplex units comprising eighteen units in total with underground car parking below the block of five and modifications to existing entrance and ancillary site works.
Decision Due on or before:

27-Jan-2005



(B) Files Requested by Members

SD05A/0841

Applicant:

Irene Kavanagh, O2 Communications

Location:
Kimmage Badminton HQ, Leinster Branch, Whitehall Road, Dublin 12.

Development:
Retention permission for an already existing base station installation consisting of 6no.  panel antennas and 1no.  link dish all mounted on 2 offset poles, together with associated telecommunications equipment.

COMMENTS:
Councillor M. Ardagh and Councillor C. Keane queried the temporary grant permission.

SD05A/0880

Applicant:

Martina & Alan Murphy

Location:

1 Marley Rise, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14

Development:
Two storey three bedroom detached house to side garden, incorporating third bedroom to attic space with new vehicular entrance to front.

SD05A/0905

Applicant:

Viscount Securities Ltd

Location:

The Lawn, Boden Park, Ballyboden, Dublin 16

Development:
Two no. two storey 3 bed semi-detached houses and associated site works, fencing etc. all on 0.59ha site.

COMMENTS:
Councillors J. Lahart, T. McDermott, S. Laing, and C. Keane objected to the application.

It was agreed to take Motion No. 15 in the name of Councillor J. Lahart in conjunction with the above.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor C. Keane. 

"That the Council takes all steps necessary to ensure that existing long-term residents of the Lawn, Boden Park, are in no way inconvenienced by planning application SD05A/0905 and that the Manager reassure members that all of the site in question is in the ownership of the applicant and has never been in the ownership of the Council, and for the manager to note my strenuous objection to the application."

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Planning application Register Reference SD05A/0905 was received on 09-Nov-2005 from Viscount Securities Ltd. for Two no. two storey 3 bed semi-detached houses and associated site works, fencing etc. all on 0.59ha site at The Lawn, Boden Park, Ballyboden, Dublin 16.

A decision is due in this case on or before 12-Jan-2006.

Should planning permission be granted in this case, the Council may attach conditions to the permission which will require the developer to take all necessary measures to prevent the spillage or deposit of clay, rubble or other debris on adjoining roads during the course of the development works in order to protect the amenities of the area.

The applicant has stated in the application that they are the owners of the site and that ownership was acquired circa 1976.  The Development Department confirm that there is no record of the Council having owned the lands included in the planning application referred to.”

It was AGREED to pass on request for possible land swap from Developer to the Development Department and the report was NOTED.
In compliance with Standing Order No. 76 it was AGREED to suspend standing orders to extend the meeting to 5.40 p.m.
TR/891/05
DRAFT BALLYBODEN VILLAGE PLAN

The following Report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Ballyboden Village Plan is progressing according to the following timetable:

1 Pre-draft plan public consultation took place between 19th August 2005 and 15th September 2005.  Some 29 individuals and groups made submissions on the proposed contents of the draft plan.

2 The submissions have been summarised and commented upon.

3 The Report on Pre-Draft Plan Consultation has been prepared and was circulated to the members of the Terenure-Rathfarnham ACM (1) after the Area Committee meeting of the 1st November 2005.  The submissions raised a number of significant issues, which were considered in the preparation of the village plan for the Ballyboden area. These issues included:

(
The boundaries of the village plan.

(
The strategic locational factors of the village within the Dublin metropolitan area.

(
Provision for community services.

(
The density and type of development.

(
Built and natural heritage conservation.

(
Parking, traffic management and pedestrian access. 

4 Subsequently an informal briefing session for Members of the Area Committee on the Manager’s Report was held on the 8th November after the TRAC (2) Meeting.  The issues raised at this informal briefing session are being addressed in the preparation of the Proposed Draft Plan.

5 The Proposed Draft Plan is being completed and will be circulated to Members over the coming week.  An informal briefing session will be organised with Members to discuss the Proposed Draft Plan.  The Proposed Draft Plan will be formally considered at the next TRAC (1) meeting in early January 2006.”

It was AGREED to hold a meeting on Tuesday 13th December at 3 o’clock prior to the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2) and that a further report would be presented to the January 2006 meeting of the committee.

TR/892/05
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/893/05
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/894/05
BALLYBODEN VILLAGE PLAN

The following Motion in the name of Councillor C. Keane was not REACHED:

"That this committee recommends that we proceed with phase one of the Ballyboden Village plan in order to ensure the coordinated development of the new road at Taylor’s lane with the proposed village plan, particularly mindful of the fact that if this road is delayed the €3m funding could be lost to this Council, and to agree a phase two plan to include the wider Ballyboden area as recommended after the adoption of SLO 93.”

The meeting concluded at 5.40 p.m.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________ 

             An Cathaoirleach










