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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 9th  January 2006
HEADED ITEM No. 11


Re:  Approval to registration of charge by the Minister for Arts, Sport and

        Tourism in respect of premises at Bancroft Park, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, 

        Dublin 24 –premises to be managed by Tallaght Athletic Club
The Council at its meeting held on 14/4/2003 noted the granting of a lease of a site adjacent to the athletics track at Bancroft Park, Tallaght to E. P. Mooney & Co. Ltd., for the provision of a leisure centre. Manager’s Order No. LA/48/2003 refers. The terms for the lease of the site to E P Mooney & Co. Ltd. included a requirement on the Lessee to provide two buildings on Council land adjoining the proposed leisure centre for handover to the Council and which were for use as a Clubhouse for Tallaght Athletic Club and a changing room facility for St. Maelruan’s F.C..  The facilities were grouped in a complex type arrangement as it is considered that the various uses are complementary to each other.  Tallaght Athletic Club had previously been approved by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism for a grant towards the cost of providing the Clubhouse itself, with the site at Bancroft Park being allocated by the Council.  However, as the Council subsequently procured the construction of the building, the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism agreed to recoup the Grant directly to the Council subject to compliance with certain requirements.  The Council proposes to grant a Management Licence to Tallaght Athletics Club to manage the day to day operation of the premises.

A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council as owner of the premises to enter into a Grant Agreement and a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue to use the facility for community/sporting  purposes and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to enable the draw down of grant monies in the sum of €253,948. 
In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, this Council enters into a  Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue the use of the facility, comprising of an athletics club pavilion at Bancroft Park, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (as outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 1102) for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to thirty five years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title. “
