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MEETING OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1)

TUESDAY, 13TH DECEMBER 2005 
QUESTION No. 4
QUESTION:   Councillor C. Keane
“To ask the Manager to outline the procedures that can be taken against landlords who consistently refuse to look after their rented property and to outline the duties of the newly established national body for registration?”

REPLY:

Under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 landlords must:
-
Register every tenancy with the Private Residential            

     Tenancies Board (PRTB), 

-
Repair and maintain the structure of the 
     premises
-
Repair and maintain the interior of the dwelling to the standard which existed at the commencement of the tenancy.

The Private Rented Tenancies Board (PRTB) which was established under the Residential Tenancies Act 2004, is empowered to resolve disputes between landlords and tenants and in most cases replaces the Courts in such disputes.
If the landlord does not ensure that the tenant complies with his/her obligations, any other person who is adversely affected as a result of the tenant’s non compliance may bring a complaint to the PTRB.
 Prohibited anti-social behaviour includes behaviour that interferes with other people’s peaceful occupation of their dwellings as well as more serious behaviour that causes fear, danger, injury, damage or loss.

With regard to the issue of “outside appearance” in private rented accommodation, this is a matter between the Landlord and their Tenant. Most standard tenancy agreements require the tenant to maintain the property in a tidy condition and specify keeping the windows clean and the gardens in good condition (grass cut and litter free).
Where the condition of the property has deteriorated to such an extent that it could be considered a derelict site the matter will be investigated by the council under the appropriate code. If there is dumping in the gardens it is open to investigation by the litter wardens and/or the environmental health officers, depending on the scale and seriousness of the problem.  
