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MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

WEDNESDAY 14th DECEMBER 2005

HEADED ITEM No. 4
TRAFFIC CALMING

The following report was presented to the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting on the 17th November 2005.
Following discussion it was agreed to circulate the report to the three Area Committees and that a further report on this issue would be presented to the May 2006 meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee.

ITEM NO. 2 TRAFFIC CALMING.

Need for Traffic Calming

Since the early 1980’s the private car has come to dominate every road in the Country.

The demand for travel has increased substantially since 1990.Most of the trips that have been generated, have been taken up through the increased use of private cars.This in turn has placed  pressure on the road network and congestion has increased markedly. Journey times have increased, and the peak hour for traffic in some locations has in fact  become peak hours. Congestion has been made worse by people using cars for even the shortest of trips – eg schools, local shops for paper etc.

Driver behaviour is the single most important reason why so many residents request traffic calming measures.

A driver’s choice of speed is largely determined by the physical appearance of the road ahead and his or her consequent assessment of risk.  Drivers tend to underestimate risk, and particularly risk to road users other than themselves   -   Page 3 Guidelines for Special Speed Limits.

Some motorists, frustrated at the increased journey times rat-run through residential areas to avoid the traffic congestion on certain main routes.This practice together with the inappropriate speed through these residential areas puts the vulnerable road users (pedestrians especially school going children, the elderly and cyclists) in danger of being injured. Around 70% of fatalities in the Greater Dublin Area are vulnerable road users (p36 TM Guidelines).Another problem facing residents is the practice of joy-riding.

These traffic problems are not confined to any particular area but are becoming widespread across all residential areas. Concerns about the adverse effects of vehicle speed will often lead to requests for traffic calming measures. The way in which streets are managed and used either promotes or discourages a sense of community and can make them an attractive or an unattractive place to live.

To address these problems the Council has provided funding to identify/provide traffic calming measures in residential cells across the county.

In response to a large number of requests for traffic calming measures throughout the Council’s administrative area, the  Council’s Transportation Strategic Policy Committee adopted a Traffic Calming strategy in January 2003 whereby it was agreed to select areas for Traffic Calming on a Residential Cell and Road basis in each of the five Electoral Areas of the County, the selection of each cell and road would be determined by the relevant Area Committee. The programme consists of 4 cells and 4 roads in each of the 5 electoral areas resulting in a total of 40 schemes.

The Council’s traffic calming strategy incorporates  

(A) Provision of Speed Restraint Measures and 

(B) Traffic Restriction Measures
The present position in relation to these schemes is as follows:-

                                           Schemes Completed

1. Ashfield / Fortfield, Templeogue

2. Beverly / Knockfield Manor, Templeogue

3. St Johns, Clondalkin

4. Aylmer Road, Newcastle

5. Hillcrest, Lucan

6. Ballyowen Road, Lucan

7. Kilnamanagh / Kingswood

8. Daletree / Parklands, Rathfarnham

9. Oatfield / Wheatfield, Clondalkin

10. Kennington Road, Templeogue

11. St Ronan’s Avenue, Clondalkin

12  Monksfield / Woodford / Yellow Meadows, Clondalkin

13 The Coppice / The Dingle, Palmerstown

14 Suncroft / Sundale, Tallaght

15 Johnstown Road, Rathcoole

16 Springfield Estate, Tallaght

17 Cherrywood Estate, Clondalkin

18  Ballycullen Ave / Drive, Firhouse

                                     Under Construction

     1. Oldbawn, Tallaght     
     2. Brookview / Fettercairn, Tallaght

                                     To Start  November/December

1. Arthur Griffith Park / St Finians / Canonbrook / Esker Drive,         

    Lucan.

2. Butterfield, Rathfarnham

     3  Ballyowen Lane, Lucan

4  Esker Lane / Elmbrook Avenue, Lucan

5 Keadeen Avenue / Lugnaquilla Avenue, Walkinstown

6 Wainsfort Avenue / Gardens, Terenure

                                 To Start  February/March

1. Palmerstown Woods 

2. Kilclare Avenue, Tallaght

3. Alpine Rise, Belgard

4. The Park, Millbrook Lawns, Tallaght

                                        Part 8 Stage

1. Palmerstown

2. Allenton / Oldcourt, Tallaght

3. Cherryfield / Beechfield, Walkinstown

4. Tymon North, Tallaght

5. Seskin View Avenue, Tallaght.

                                      Schemes Being Designed

1. Knocklyon

2. Rowlagh, Clondalkin

3. Lucan Heights, Lucan

4. Aylesbury / Cushlawn, Tallaght
                                 Recommendation.

As can be seen from the above, approximately half of the schemes in the traffic calming programme have been constructed. The remaining schemes should be constructed by autumn 2006. Accordingly, it is recommended that following completion of the current programme the Roads Department  will carry out a review of the impact of the various traffic calming measures on the traffic flows / patterns in the residential estates in Autumn ’06.
