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Item No: h-i(11)
Recent Awards to SDCC from Chambers of Commerce in Ireland, Irish Planning Institute and Tallaght Community Council
Chambers of Commerce in Ireland Presents Excellence in Local Government Awards

The Chambers of Commerce of Ireland (CCI) second annual CCI Excellence in Local Government Awards were presented at a ceremony in Clontarf  Castle, Dublin on 15th November 2005.  

The awards acknowledge and encourage innovation and best practice among Ireland’s local authorities.  

Announcing the awards, CCI President Robin O’Sullivan said, “Chambers have a vital interest in recognising, promoting and extending great standards in Local Government. Through these awards, the chamber network can identify and help to publicise the excellent work being carried out by local authorities and reward high standards and value for money in the way the best local authorities operate.”

Commenting on the Awards, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Dick Roche TD said, “I would like to thank the Chambers of Commerce of Ireland for this opportunity to celebrate and showcase excellence in local government in Ireland.”  The Minister continued “the theme of the awards, Excellence in Local Government, reflects an aim we all have in common.  As Minister with responsibility in this area, I am especially pleased that the good work of local authorities is being recognised and rewarded; my Department is delighted, therefore, to be associated with these awards as partner and sponsor”.  The Minister concluded by offering his heartiest congratulations to the recipients of the awards.  
Mayor Therese Ridge and County Manager Joe Horan received the awards on behalf of the Council.  Mayor Ridge spoke of her pride in the organization and its achievement particularly in the development of the world class business park at Grange Castle and the impact it has made in terms of employment creation across the whole county.
South Dublin County Council Grange Castle Business Park- Economic Development Award

In 1994, South Dublin County had 4 of the 25 nationally recognised areas of social disadvantage and high unemployment and to address these difficulties, developed a range of social and community projects and supports.  In the area of economic development the Council adopted a twin approach to assist in the creation of employment.  On a micro level, the Council embarked on a programme of providing enterprise centres while on a macro level, an existing land bank in Council ownership was developed into a world class business park – Grange Castle.

The project, which has been ongoing since 1998, culminated in the development of a risk free world class park incorporating the necessary infrastructure and service required by indigenous and international investors.  The park is home to Wyeth and Takeda and the Council estimates a 400pc yield on investment.  Unemployment in the surrounding areas has dropped from 21.5% in 1996 to 11.1% in 2002 while the overall County unemployment levels have gone from 12.1% to just 6.9pc in the same period.
The Council also won the Chamber of Commerce of Ireland Excellence in Local Government Economic Development Award 2004 for our scheme of Integrated Area Plan sites attracting tax designation  for a  mix of residential, commercial, community and social facilities and a community linkage fund to provide much need facilities in the disadvantaged areas of the County

South Dublin County Council Spatial Information Delivery – Technology Award

The aim of the spatial information delivery project is to maximise the potential and value derived from the spatial information that the council creates and maintains, to deliver constant relevant information to community and business.

The project achieves this by applying simple-to-use internet technologies to present amalgamated information on a focused basis to key areas of the County Council website such as planning services, electoral registration, bring bank locations, and customer care process.  By centralising the complexity of both unrelated information sources and technologies, the Council is able to distribute valuable information through the simplicity of the internet.

SDCC also received two citations as runners up in ‘Local Authority of the Year’ and ‘Outstanding Customer Care’.

In the category  Local Authority of the Year , the Council was commended for “Implementing a strategic plan to increase productivity and reduce costs through change management and embracing new initiatives and new technologies to ensure staff and financial resources are focused towards critical issues”.

In the category Outstanding Customer Service, the Council was commended for “Outstanding customer service in implementing a strategy to improve customer service including improving customers access to information required and recording all queries through a customer care monitoring system”
ADAMSTOWN PLANNING SCHEME WINS NATIONAL PLANNING  
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
On Friday 25 November, The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Mr. Dick Roche TD, presented South Dublin County Council with the overall Planning Achievement Award 2005, as part the Irish Planning Institute’s National Planning Awards which are held every two years. 

 The Council won the Planning Achievement Award for its ground breaking work in both preparing and implementing the Planning Scheme for the development of a new residential community at Adamstown near Lucan, which is the first Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) in the Country.  
Adamstown is a new urban district on a greenfield site adjoining the main Dublin-Kildare railway line, 10 miles (16km) west of Dublin City Centre. To be developed over 10 or more years and based on an approved Planning Scheme or ‘Masterplan’ prepared by South Dublin County Council, Adamstown will provide up to 10,000 new homes along with a range of shopping, employment, leisure, civic & cultural facilities.

Facilities and infrastructure for the new community of Adamstown must be provided in tandem with housing development. A new railway station, bus corridors, roads, schools, parks community buildings, childcare facilities and drainage networks are required on a phased basis. 
South Dublin County Council was particularly commended for taking a proactive approach to facilitating and regulating the implementation of the Adamstown Planning Scheme in order to secure a high quality urban environment with the necessary infrastructure and amenities, which included the establishment a specific project team to oversee and monitor development. 
The awards panel considered that key aspects of the Adamstown Planning Scheme could serve as a model for delivering large scale urban developments elsewhere and that the project has been particularly innovative in the provision of mechanisms to ensure the timely delivery of the required physical and social infrastructure necessary to support a new community 
At a function in the Plaza Hotel on 18th November, for the  Tallaght Community Council Person of the Year Awards 2005 the Council’s  Parks Department were awarded the Michael Dooley Environmental Award. Cllr. Karen Warren, Deputy Mayor and Dr. Christy Boylan accepted the prize on behalf of the Parks Department in recognition of the excellent work by Council staff in the development and maintenance of the parks and open spaces under their care in the Tallaght area
The award comprises a perpetual artwork consisting of a bog oak sculpture and a smaller piece that will remain with the Council.
South Dublin County Council have won a variety of Awards in the recent past :

Excellence Through People award from FÁS, which recognises South Dublin County Council's achievements in staff training and development and is Ireland's national standard for human resource development

2004 Tallaght Community Council Person of the Year Award for Arts and Culture (including music and drama) awarded to South Dublin Libraries.

Economic Development Award at the first ever CCI Excellence in Local Government Awards 2004 which were presented to local authorities all over Ireland for initiatives such as innovative waste management programmes, web portals, arts projects in disadvantaged areas and enhanced tourism facilities.

In the O2 Ability Awards 2005 SDCC won an award for recruitment & selection of people with a disability and received a quality mark in the leadership and physical access categories. For the 2006 awards, the Council has already passed through 2 stages of the selection process and has completed the On-Site Assessment in 4 of the 6 Award Categories available. These are:
· Customer Service

· Leadership

· Learning, Development, and Progression

· Recruitment and Selection

To advance to this stage of the selection process in 4 categories is indicative of what the organisation is achieving particularly when it has been reported that the standard of application for the 2006 Awards is extremely high and South Dublin County Council is the only organisation to have advanced to the final stage in so many categories.
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