
COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

   SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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	Nolan, R. 
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	Graham, J.
	
	O’Toole, L. 

	Higgins, E. 
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	Timmons, F.

	Kearns, P.
	
	Warfield, F.

	
	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Chief Executive
	D. McLoughlin

	Directors/ Heads of Function
	C. Henehan, L. Maxwell, E. Taaffe, 

F. Nevin, T. Walsh, B. Coman

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy, H. Hogan, M. Maguire, 

	Senior Architect 
	P. De Roe

	A/Senior Executive Officer
	E. O’Gorman

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B, Sheehan

	Senior Planner
	Colin Ryan

	I. T Research and Development Officer 
	R.  Herron

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, E. Leech, B. Martin, 

	Senior  Staff Officer
	M. Kennedy

	Senior  Staff Officer
	Marie Kavanagh

	Clerical Officer.
	M. Dunne 


The Mayor Councillor F. Warfield Presided.
H1/0615

CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 11th May 2015 which had been circulated were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield and seconded by Cllr E. O’ Brion.
H2a)(i)/0615
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -RATHFARNHAM TEMPLEOGUE-TERENURE AREA COMMITTEE – 12TH MAY 2015
- Dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Environment, Community (1 Report-Community Grants), Housing, Transportation, Planning, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated was presented by Mr B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community Development and CONSIDERED:

“Application for Community Grants

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:- 

Report on Summer Projects 2015
Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2015 it is estimated that approximately 6,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

Crosscare provides insurance cover for Summer Projects. 

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Crosscare.

	Name of Project
	Duration of Project
	Grant Amount

	Holy Spirit Summer Project
	2 Weeks
	€1,000


	Whitechurch Ballyboden Summer Project

	4 Weeks
	€2,000

	Jude’s Summer Project
	4 Weeks

	€2,000

	Pius X Summer Project

	2 Weeks

	€1,000

	The Web Project
	2 Weeks
	€1,000


It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Donovan and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.” 
The report was NOTED and was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:  

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee Meeting 12th May 2015    be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
H2a)(ii)/0615 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -     RATHFARNHAM / TEMPLEOGUE-TERENURE AREA COMMITTEE – 12TH MAY 2015
- Dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Environment, Community (1 Report-Community Grants), Housing, Transportation, Planning, Libraries & Arts (1 report – Arts Grant), Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management

The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise & Tourism Development and was CONSIDERED: 

“Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application - Grant
	Date Received 
	Amount €

	AGF839
	Rick Quinn c/o Ballyroan Writers Group
	Grant
	15/4/2015
	600

	AGF838
	Judit Máte c/o St Jude’s Chamber Orchestra and Concert Choir
	Contribution
	30/3/2015
	650

	AGF841
	Ballyboden Family Resource Centre
	Grant
	22/04/2015
	600


It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns and seconded by Councillor P. Donovan and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F Warfield seconded by Councillor J Lahart and RESOLVED:  

 “That the recommendations contained in the report of The Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure   Area Committee -    12th May 2015 be ADOPTED and APPROVED”. 
H2b)/0615  REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA     COMMITTEE – 20TH MAY 2015 
-Dealing With Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Environment, Community (1 Report – Community Grants), Housing, Community Transportation, Planning Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community Development and was CONSIDERED:
“Report on Summer Projects 2015

Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2015, it is estimated that approximately 6,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

Crosscare provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.  

It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Crosscare.

Name of Project:

Duration of Project
Grant Amount
Rowlagh/ Neilstown 

Summer Project


2 Weeks



€1,000

Clondalkin Youth Service

Village Project


4 Weeks



€2,000

Sruleen Summer Project

3 Weeks



€1,500

Knockmitten Summer Project
3 Weeks



€1,500

Bawnogue Summer Project 
3 Weeks
           
     
             €1,500

St. Ronan’s/ Deansrath

Summer Project


3 Weeks



€1,500

Bawnogue Youth & Community 

Centre Summer Festival

2 Weeks



€1,000

Summer Bratz


3 Weeks



€500

Quarryvale Summer Project
2 Weeks



€1,000


Knockmitten Youth & Community 

Centre



2 Weeks



€500

It was proposed by Councillor E. O’ Broin and seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”

The report was NOTED and was Proposed by Cllr F Warfield, seconded by Cllr E O’Broin and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting 20th May 2015 be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2c)(i)/0615 REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -    TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE –   25TH MAY 2015 
- Dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Environment, Community Housing, Transportation, Planning, Libraries & Arts (1 Report – Arts Grants), Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
The Following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development and was CONSIDERED: 
“Application for Arts Grants

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application - Grant
	Date Received  
	Amount €

	AGF840
	African Dance Centre
	Contribution
	17/04/2015
	400


It was proposed by Councillor C. O’Connor and seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee 25th May 2015   be ADOPTED and APPROVED”. 
H2c)(ii)/0615 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA   COMMITTEE –   25TH MAY 2015 
- Dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Environment, Community (1 Report – Community Grants), Housing, Transportation, Planning, Libraries & Arts (1 Report – Arts Grants), Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
The Following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community Development and was CONSIDERED: 
“APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

Name of Project:           Duration of Project    Grant Amount            








Fettercairn Community 

&Youth Centre                            2 Weeks               €1,000

Fettercairn Summer Project          4 Weeks               €2,000

Tallaght Travellers S. Project       4 Weeks               €2,000

Citywise Education                     4 Weeks               €2,000

Kevin’s Family Resource

Centre                                      3 Weeks               €1,500

Killinarden Community

Council Summer Project             4 Weeks                €2,000

 
Kilnamanagh Summer

Festival                                     3 Weeks                €1,500

Jobstown 6-12

Project                                     4 Weeks                 €2,000

Dominic’s Community Centre       4 Weeks                 €2,000

The Park Community Centre       2 weeks                 €1,000

Sophia Housing Association        1 Week                   €500

Glenasmole Summer Project        2 Weeks                 €500

Stay Project                               3 Weeks                 €1,000

It was proposed by Councillor C. O’Connor, seconded by Councillor D. Richardson and RESOLVED:-
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment for the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area

Committee 25th May 2015 be ADOPTED and APPROVED. 
H2d)(i)0615  
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -   LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE – 26TH  MAY 2015 
- Dealing With Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Environment, Community (1 Report – Community Grants), Housing, Transportation, Planning, Libraries & Arts, (1 Report –Arts Grants) Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Arts Grants 

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application - Grant
	Date Received  
	Amount €

	AGF843
	Palmerstown one act drama festival
	Contribution
	18/5/2015
	650


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell seconded by Councillor D. O’Brien and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield and

Seconded by Councillor D. O’ Brien 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee 26th May 2015 be ADOPTED and APPROVED. 
H2d)(ii)0615  
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -   LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE – 26TH  MAY 2015 –

- Dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Environment, Community, (1 report – Community Grants) Housing, Transportation, Planning, Libraries & Arts, (1 Report –Arts Grants) Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community Development and was CONSIDERED: 
“Application for Community Grants
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:- 
Report on Summer Projects 2015
Summer Projects are aimed at providing a supervised programme of recreational and educational activities for young people over a consecutive number of weeks in the summer period. Emphasis is placed on community involvement and the development of resources and groups within localities. A wide range of activities are encouraged such as arts & crafts, sports, educational trips, drama, films, games etc. The use of available community facilities (schools, community centres, halls, open spaces) is also encouraged.

South Dublin County Council assists Summer Projects in the County area by way of grant-aid, assistance in kind, organised activities and staff support. In 2015 it is estimated that approximately 6,000 young people in the Council’s administrative area will participate in projects.

Crosscare provides insurance cover for Summer Projects.
It should be noted that in some cases the necessary insurance cost will be deducted from the grant provided by South Dublin County Council and will be paid directly to Crosscare.
Name of Project:                          Duration of Project                Grant Amount 

	Lucan Youth Fun                                  2 Weeks                                          €1,000      

	Balgaddy Summer Project                     2 Weeks                                          €1,000

	Adamstown Summer Project                  2 Weeks                                          €1,000

	Lucan Youth Service Summer Project      4 Weeks                                          €2,000

	


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor D. O’Brien and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield and seconded by Councillor D. O’ Brien
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee 26th May 2015 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
H3a)/0615
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE – DRAFT CALANDAR OF MEETINGS

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management and was CONSIDERED:
“Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates

July – October  2015

	Date
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	06/07
	Corporate Policy Group

preliminary Budget Strategy discussion
	3.00 pm – 4.30 pm
	

	Tue.
	07/07
	
	
	

	Wed.
	08/07
	
	
	

	Thur.
	09/07
	
	
	

	Fri.
	10/07
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	13/07
	County Council Meeting
	3.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	29/06/2015

	Tue.
	14/07
	
	
	

	Wed.
	15/07
	
	
	

	Thur.
	16/07
	
	
	

	Fri.
	18/07
	
	
	

	No Meetings in August 



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	31/08


	
	
	

	Tue.
	01/09
	Environment, Public Realm & Climate Change SPC
	5.30 pm – 7.00 pm
	30/07/2015

	Wed.
	02/09
	Arts Gaeilge , Heritage & Libraries  SPC
	5.30 pm – 7.00  pm
	31/07/2015

	Thur.
	03/09
	
	
	

	Fri.
	04/09
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	07/09
	
	
	

	Tue.
	08/09
	Audit Committee Meeting 

Rathfarnham/Templeogue- 

Terenure Area Committee

Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning*, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management     


	8.00 am – 9.30 pm

3.00 pm – 6.00 pm


	27/08/2015

	Wed.
	09/09
	Economic, Enterprise &  Tourism Development SPC
	5.30 pm – 7.00 pm
	09/08/2015

	Thur.
	10/09
	Housing SPC
	5.30 pm  – 7.00pm
	10/08/2015

	Fri.
	11/09
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 02/09/2015



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	14/09
	Rescheduled Corporate Policy Group Meeting 

CPG Monday 14th September 2015:  the LPT Variation and Budget Strategy are scheduled for discussion
	 3.00pm – 4.30 pm


	

	Tue. 
	15/09
	Social & Community SPC 
	5.30 pm – 7.00 pm
	16/08/2015

	Wed. 
	16/09
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning*, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management                (Venue: Clondalkin Civic Offices)
	3.00 pm – 6.00 pm
	03/08/2015

	Thurs
	17/09
	Land Use, Planning &  Transportation SPC
	5.30 pm – 7.00 pm
	17/08/2015

	Fri.
	18/09
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 10/09/2015


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	21/09
	Rescheduled County Council Meeting 
	3.30 pm – 7.00 pm
	07/09/2015

	Tue.
	22/09
	
	
	

	Wed.
	23/09
	Deputations 
	3.00 pm – 5.00pm
	

	Thur.
	24/09
	Traffic Management Meetings 

Lucan 

Clondalkin

 Rathfarnham /Terenure- Templeogue 

Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee (in committee)
	2.00 – 2.30

2.30 -3.00

3.00.3.30

3.30 pm – 6.00 pm
	10/09/2015

	Fri.
	25/09
	Joint Policing Committee 
	3.00 pm – 5.00 pm
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 
	28/09
	Oireachtas Meeting

Traffic Management Meeting 

 Tallaght Area Committee 

Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning*, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management                
	10am -

2.00 pm -2.30 pm

3.00 pm – 6.00pm  
	16/09/2015

	Tue.
	29/09
	Lucan Area Committee

Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning**, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management                
	3.00 pm – 6.00  pm
	17/09/2015

	Wed. 
	30/09
	
	
	

	Thur.
	01/10
	
	 
	

	Fri. 
	02/10
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 22/09/2015

**Planning file requests to be received by 203/09/2015



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 
	05/10
	Corporate Policy Group
	3.00 pm – 4.30 pm
	

	Tue.
	06/10
	
	
	

	Wed. 
	07/10
	
	
	

	Thur.
	08/10
	
	
	

	Fri.
	09/10
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 
	12/10
	County Council Meeting 
	3.30 pm -  7.00 pm
	28/09/2015

	Tue.
	13/10
	Rathfarnham/Templeogue- 

Terenure Area Committee

Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning*, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance &Change Management                
	3.00 pm – 6.00 pm
	29/09/2015

	Wed. 
	14/10
	
	
	

	Thur.
	05/10
	
	
	

	Fri.
	16/10
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received 07/10/2015

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 
	19/10
	
	
	

	Tue.
	20/10
	
	
	

	Wed. 
	21/10
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning*, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management                (Venue: Clondalkin Civic Offices
	3.00 pm- 6.00 pm
	08/10/2015

	Thur.
	22/10
	
	
	

	Fri.
	23/10
	
	
	



* Planning file requests to be received by 15/10/2015

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 
	26/10
	 Tallaght Area Committee 

Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning*, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management                
	3.00 pm – 6.00pm  
	13/10/2015

	Tue.
	27/10
	Lucan Area Committee

Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning**, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management                
	3.00 pm – 6.00 pm
	14/10/2015

	Wed. 
	28/10
	Deputations 
	3.00 pm- 5.00 pm
	

	Thur.
	29/10
	Special Budget Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee (in committee)
	3.30 pm – 6.00 pm
	

	Fri.
	30/10
	
	
	


`
* Planning file requests to be received 20/10/2015


* Planning file requests to be received 21/10/2015

 Notes:


Rescheduled County Council Meeting 21st September 2015

Special Budget Organisation, Procedure and Finance Meeting 29th October 

Statutory Budget Meeting to be held 5th November 2015

JPC 25th September 2015”
The Calendar was APPROVED on the proposition of Cllr F. Warfield and seconded by Cllr L. O’ Toole.
H3b)/0615 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - REPORT ON CONFERENCES/SEMINARS
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was Approved at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st May 2015:

“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ. Letter 02/10.

Conferences Notified:

	Conference 
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors Attending
	Fee 



	AILG Training 
	Association of Irish Local Govt. Dublin & Midland Region
	Longford (Venue to be decided)
	13th June 2015
	
	€50

	AILG Autumn Seminar 
	Association of Irish Local Government 
	(Venue to be decided)
	24th -25th   Sept.2015
	
	To be decided 

	AILG Training 
	Association of Irish Local Govt. Dublin & Midland Region
	Tullamore (venue to decided)
	6th Oct. 2015
	
	€50

	AILG Training 
	Association of Irish Local Govt. Dublin & Midland Region
	Red Cow Hotel, Dublin
	14th Nov. 2015
	
	€50


Conferences attended from March to date:

	Conference/ Seminar  
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors Attended 

	LAMA Spring Conference 
	Local Authorities Members Association
	Ard Ri Hotel. Miltown Road,

Tuam,

Co. Galway 
	10th -11th April 2015
	C. King

L. Dunne

T. Gilligan 

	AILG Training 
	Association of Irish Local Govt. Dublin & Midland Region
	Celbridge Manor Hotel,

Celbridge,

Co. Kildare  
	14th April 2015
	G O’  Connell 

	AILG 
	Association of Irish Local Govt. Dublin & Midland Region
	Kilkenny
	7th May 2015
	G O’  Connell


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”
The report was NOTED.
H3c)/0615      APPOINTMENTS FROM ARTS, CULTURE, HERITAGE, LIBRARIES AND GAEILGE SPC TO  THE BOARD OF RUA RED.
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic, Enterprise & Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented to the members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st May 2015:

“As members will note from the attached the Board Structure provides for 3 representatives from the Arts SPC, the Chair, one elected member and one non-elected member. The non-elected member is to be the community representative. Having discussed the matter at the SPC and subsequently with the Chair it is recommended to the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee of the Council that Cllr Dermot Richardson and Cllr Fintan Warfield join the Board. As the PPN representative to the SPC Peter Kavanagh has also been requested to join the Board”

It was proposed by Cllr. D. Looney, seconded by Cllr. F Timmons 

“that Cllr F. Warfield and Cllr. D. Richardson be appointed to the Board of Rua Red and SPC Peter Kavanagh be appointed as PPN representative”

This matter is now before the Council for approval”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED   
H4a)(i)/0615
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES – REPORT OF ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, HERITAGE & LIBRARIES SPC MEETING 6TH MAY 2015.
 
The following reports by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Councillor D. Richardson, Chairperson of the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Heritage and Libraries SPC and was CONSIDERED:
“Attended

	Cllr D Richardson (Chair)
	

	Cllr B Bonner
	

	Cllr N Coules
	

	Cllr. B Leech
	


Officials present:

Mr. F Nevin, Director of Service.


Ms. D Fagan – Senior Executive Librarian.


Ms. E Leech – Administrative Officer.

Apologies:  Cllr F Warfield, Cllr Francis Timmons, Mr. Peadar O’Caomhnaigh, Ms D Mooney, (South Dublin Chamber).

At the outset of the meeting F Nevin introduced B Meenegahn as the new Acting County Librarian.

	Headed Item 1:   Minutes of Meeting 4th February, 2015 & Working Group Meeting 4th March, 2015

Minutes were AGREED.

	Headed Item 2 -    Commemorations Committee update.
E Leech presented the report & outlined the work of the Commemoration Committee.  She emphasized that the Committee were at the planning for crossover with the SPC. D Fagan also presented a report on the History & Heritage Summer 2015, the Library programme of heritage walks and talks which will be delivered this summer.

Following discussion to which all present contributed the report was noted and it was agreed that the members would make suggestions to the Committee on the structure and promotion of planned events.



	

	

	

	Headed Item 3.  Red Line Book Festival Report

D Fagan presented the report & updated the work of the organising Committee setting out the current list of events/venues.  As with Item 1 she emphasized that the Committee were at the planning stage and requested input from the SPC members. Following discussion to which all present contributed the report was noted and it was agreed that Domitilla would continue to update the SPC on the festival planning. 


	Headed Item 4.  Update on Tourism Strategy.  

F Nevin confirmed that the Strategy had been agreed and launched on 13th May. He summarised the strategy direction and next steps in implementing the measures proposed in the document. Following discussion, during which the possibility of site visits was suggested, it was agreed that the next meeting of the SPC, subject to the Chairs agreement, be held in conjunction with the Economic, Enterprise & Tourism SPC on the Tourism Strategy and related matters, including the items discussed above.

	Headed Item 5 : Board of Rua Red.

F Nevin outlined the current situation and requirements in relation to the Board of Rua Red. It was agreed that Cllr Richardson, (Chair), would discuss and consider same with the SPC members and revert to F Nevin. 

Meeting concluded at  6.50 pm”


H4a)(ii)/0615  STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES – MINUTES OF ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, HERITAGE & LIBRARIES SPC MEETING 4TH FEBRUARY 2015.
“Attended

	Cllr D Richardson (Chair)
	

	Cllr B Bonner
	

	Cllr N Coules
	

	Cllr. B Leech
	

	Cllr F. Timmons
	

	Mr. P O’Caomhnaigh.
	


Officials present:

Mr. F Nevin, Director of Services


Ms. O Scannell – Arts Office


Ms. D Fagan – Senior Executive Librarian.


Ms. E Leech – Administrative Officer.


Apologies:  Cllr F Warfield, Ms D Mooney, (South Dublin Chamber).

	The meeting was Chaired by Cllr D Richardson who welcomed and invited those present to introduce themselves. F Nevin also advised that an additional sectoral nomination to the SPC was pending from the ETB.

	Headed Item 1:  Presentation on Arts & Libraries

It was noted that the presentation had been given to the elected members previously and agreed that it would be made available to the non-elected members and briefings given if required.



	Headed Item 2 -   1916 Commemoration update.
E Leech presented the report & outlined the work of the Commemoration Committee.  She emphasized that the Committee were at the planning stage and the need for crossover with the SPC. Following discussion to which all present contributed the report was noted and it was agreed that the members would make themselves available to the Committee as required for consultation. Cllr Bonner expressed a particular interest in the education/schools elements of the events.

	

	

	

	Headed Item 3 – Arts Grants

O Scannell presented the report & outlined the current scheme/procedure.  Following discussion to which all present contributed it was agreed that a working group of the SPC would meet on Thursday 12th February at 8.15 to review the existing Arts grants scheme and, if required, recommend a varied scheme to the March Council meeting.

	Headed Item 4 - Seachtain na Gaeilge Planning & Programme 

E Leech presented the report & outlined the programme for the events 11-17th March.   Following discussion to which all present contributed the report was noted. In the context of the discussion under Item 2 the importance of the week in 2016 was noted. The Oireachtas event planned in South Dublin County this year was also noted. 


	Headed Item 5 -  Red Line Book Festival Report
D Fagan presented the report & outlined the work of the organising Committee.  As with Item 1 she emphasized that the Committee were at the planning stage and requested input from the SPC members. Following discussion to which all present contributed the report was noted and it was agreed that Domitilla attend the May meeting of the SPC to discuss the draft programme.

F Nevin outlined the importance of the events discussed at the meeting for tourism in the County and confirmed that the emerging draft tourism strategy for the County is for discussion at the Economic, Enterprise & Tourism SPC on 11th February.

Meeting concluded at  7.15 pm”


H4b(i)/0615    STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES – REPORT OF ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE & TOURISM DEVELOPMENT SPC MEETING 13TH MAY 2015
The following reports by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Councillor J. Lahart, Chairperson of the Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development SPC, and was CONSIDERED:
“Attended

	Cllr J. Lahart(Chair)
	Cllr P. Foley

	Cllr G. O’Connell
	Cllr F.N. Duffy

	Cllr R. McMahon
	Mr. G Robinson

	Ms T. de Buitlear
	Mr. D Roche


Officials present:

Mr. F Nevin, Director of Services


Mr. C Ryan – Senior Planner


Apologies: Cllr. A.M. Dermody, Cllr E. Higgins

	The meeting was Chaired by Cllr John Lahart. 

	Headed Item 1: Minute of meeting of March 26th 2015

	Headed Item 2: Draft Tourism Strategy Update
Frank Nevin  delivered an update of the progress on implementation of the Tourism Strategy. He particularly drew the members attention to the proposed meeting of the expanded Tourism Working group which will take place on the 28th of May next.  The report was NOTED.



	Headed Item 3  -   Update on Local Economic & Community Plan
Colin Ryan presented an update on LECP which must be concluded by December 2015.  It was particularly highlighted that the public consultation is ongoing until the 5th of June relating to the High Level goals and Draft vision for the LECP. The report was NOTED



	

	

	

	Headed Item 4 – Update on Business Support Grant
Frank Nevin delivered an update report on the Business Support Grant, concentrating on a programme for the allocation of spending of the surplus arising form the business support grant.  
The report was NOTED. 



	Headed Item 5 – AOB

It was AGREED that Cllr John Lahart would liaise with Mr Frank Nevin Director of Services regarding the calling of a working group meeting which is envisaged to take place in early July which will also consider the possible holding of a joint SPC meeting with the Arts Culture, Libraries and Gaeilge SPC on the Tourism Strategy.

Mr Frank Nevin gave an update regarding the Abberley closure which was NOTED

Mr Damien Roche informed the SPC of a new MSC course in Culinary Nutrition which the ITT is embarking on and that the ITT voluntary awards are open to community Groups. These were NOTED

Cllr F. N. Duffy raised a motion proposed for the OP &F meeting regarding the setting up of an Architecture Conservation committee and suggested that it report to the Economic Enterprise and Tourism SPC.  F Nevin clarified that reporting arrangements and workplans for SPCs are a matter for the OP&F and CPG.


Meeting concluded at  6.45pm”


H4b)(ii)/0615
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES – MINUTES OF ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE & TOURISM DEVELOPMENT SPC MEETING 26TH MARCH 2015
“Attended

	Cllr J. Lahart (Chair)
	Cllr P. Foley

	Cllr. A. Dermody
	Cllr E.Higgins

	Mr. S. Reid
	Cllr F.N. Duffy

	Ms T.de Buitlear
	Mr. D. Roche

	Cllr B Ferron
	


Officials present:

Mr. F Nevin, Director of Services


Mr. C Ryan – Senior Planner


Mr. T Shanahan – Administrative Officer


Apologies: Cllr G. O’Connell, Cllr R.McMahon, Mr G Robinson

	The meeting was Chaired by Cllr John Lahart. 

	Headed Item 1: Minutes of meeting of Feb 11th 2015
The minutes of the last meeting were AGREED 

	Headed Item 2  -   Draft Tourism Strategy for South Dublin County
Following the approval of the Tourism Working Group of March 20th the Draft Strategy was circulated to SPC members a week before this meeting to enable full consideration. 

Frank Nevin delivered a presentation summarizing the process and main pillars of the draft strategy. Tony Shanahan presented details of the feedback from SPC members and a discussion took place. It was agreed that certain amendments would be made to the Action Plans for Tallaght, Clondalkin/Grand Canal Villages and the Slade Heritage Trail. 

It was clarified that a number of the items raised in feedback would be articulated in more detailed implementation plans for the high level actions outlined in the Draft.  It was agreed with the Chair that, following consultation with our strategic partner agencies (e.g. Coillte, OPW etc), that these implementation plans would be presented to Area Committees.

Following contributions from all members, subject to the above amendments, it was AGREED that the Draft Tourism Strategy be RECOMMENDED to the Council meeting on April 13th. 



	

	

	

	Headed Item 3 – Update on Business Support Grant
Colin Ryan delivered a report providing an update on the Business Support Grant.
Members were advised by Frank Nevin that the distribution of the Business Support Grant for three intervention types has been approved by Council on a 60/30/10 percentage basis. 
Details of ongoing interactions with businesses were outlined.
Following consideration of a suggestion from G.Robinson (submitted prior to the meeting) it was AGREED that the Grant funding decisions would incorporate the principle of a revolving list in order that benefits from this support can be delivered, in so far as possible, across the County.
Following contributions from members the report was NOTED.     

	Headed Item 4 – Update on LECP Process
Colin Ryan delivered an update on the LECP Process. The attention of the members was drawn to high level goals and socio economic statement for the economic element of the Plan.  It was noted that the Steering Advisory Group was also meeting this week.

The next stage of the process is public consultation in late April. Members were advised of a planned briefing on 20th April for all elected members regarding the LECP process to date.

This approach was AGREED. 
Meeting concluded at  7.00pm”


H4c)(i)/0615  STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES – REPORT OF ENVIRONMENT, WATER & CLIMATE CHANGE SPC MEETING 5TH MAY 2015   

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated was presented by Councillor P. Kearns, Chairperson of the Environment, Water & Climate Change SPC and was CONSIDERED:

“In attendance

Members




Officials
Councillor Pamela Kearns (Chair)     Teresa Walsh Director Environment, Water & Climate Change
Councillor Ed O’Brien




Councillor Maire Devine

      Tom Moyne, Senior Engineer

Councillor Danny O’Brien
      Brian Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent 

Councillor Deirdre O’Donovan
      Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer 

Councillor Paula Donovan
      Mary Keenan, Senior Exec Parks Superintendent






      Maire Ni Dhomhnaill, Exec Parks Superintendent






      Helen Griffin, Administrative Officer

Sorcha O’Brien, Env Awareness Officer

Sectoral Interests





John O’Farrell – Business Commercial


Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Donnie Anderson – Agriculture & Farming 

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Pamela Kearns presided.  

At the commencement of the meeting An Cathaoirleach Cllr Pamela Kearns invited the new committee and officials to make formal introductions.

Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd February 2014

The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd February 2014 were proposed by Cllr P Kearns and seconded by Cllr M Devine 

Item 2: Matters arising

There were no matters arising.  

Item 3: Review of Litter Management Plan 2011 – 2014 – Draft Litter Management Plan 2015 – 2019. 

Senior Executive Officer Mary Maguire delivered a presentation on the Review of Litter Management Plan 2011 / 2014 – Draft Litter Management Plan 2015 – 2019. 

The presentation outlined the statutory process for making and reviewing of Litter Management Plans, and covered a comprehensive review of achievement of the objectives of the existing plan, including statistical analysis, which will inform the drafting of the new Litter Management Plan 2015 – 2019 which will coincide with the life of the current Council.   

The proposed timelines for making a new plan were outlined.  It is intended that a pre-draft LMP 2015-2019 plan will be brought to the May 2015 SPC for consideration and agreement, to be followed by a 6 weeks Public Consultation period, during which time submissions will be invited and considered in the final drafting of the new plan. 

The making of the LMP is a reserved function of the Council and accordingly the draft LMP 2015-2019 will be brought back to the September 2015 SPC for recommendation to the October 2015 Council Meeting. 

A discussion ensured with contributions from Cllrs  D O’Donovan, M Devine, E O’Brien, D O’Brien, P Donovan, and from C Kiernan, D Anderson on the following issues: 

· Illegal dumping, 

· Lack of glass kerbside collection

· Dog fouling – stencilling / signage / Receptacles for dog foul and bags / Green dog walkers

· Breakdown of how complaints come into the Council.  

· Difficulty with eyewitness statements

· Relationship of LMP to County Development Plan

· Lack of reference to rivers / water pollution

· CCTVs 

· Court Fines and delays

M Maguire, B Sheehan and T Walsh responded to the queries raised responded to queries raised. Cllr Kearns suggested that as Litter Management has implication for a range of SPC matters incl Tourism, Housing and Community that a Joint SPC subcommittee be established to consider the drafting of the new plan.   She proposed to raise this at the next CPG meeting

This was agreed and Cllrs D O’Donovan, M Devine and E O’Brien expressed interest in participation on this subcommittee.

Item 4: Draft Tree Management Policy

Senior Executive Parks Superintendent Mary Keenan delivered a presentation on the Draft Tree Management Strategy.  

The presentation focused primarily on: 

· Purpose / benefits of trees 

· Tree policy objectives -  better management of trees in South Dublin County Council including 

· Tree Planting / Replacement Planting

· Prioritising Tree Maintenance Works 

· Felling & Pruning Policies

· Trees and Development

· Living with Trees Action Plan

· Proposed policy timeframes 

· Public consultation – March / April 2015

· Draft Tree Management Policy – September 2015 SPC
· Adoption – October 2015 Council Meeting

· Annual Monitoring

· 5 Year Review

A discussion ensured with contributions from Councillors D. O’Brien, D. O’Donovan, M Devine, P Donovan, E O’Brien, P. Kearns, and from C Kiernan on the following issues: 

· Complimentary remarks on a very comprehensive policy document

· Unsuitability of certain trees in our estates.  

· Nursery for Replanting / Replacement Tree programme

· Benefits of trees to Health and Wellbeing acknowledged

· Consideration of Historical settings when considering species for planning eg Elms for Lucan

· Can we identify oldest tree in county?

· Maximisation of tree waste – work with ALONE

· Hedgerows – opposed to any changes to S 40 Wildlife Act 1976 which might have adverse implications 

· Problems with neighbours trees

· Requirement to impose certain restrictions incl decorative landscaping around tree trunks

· Proactive guidance on tree planting and shrubbery requiring minimal irrigation

· Right to light

· Learning form mistakes of the past

· Potential for establishment of working group

Ms. Keenan responded to queries raised and invited the members with a particular interest to participate in a Working Group.  Councillors Kearns, Devine, D. O’Brien, P. O’Donovan and Connie Kiernan all indicated willingness to participate

Ms Keenan advised members of National Tree Week 2015.  This is an annual week long event organised by the Tree Council of Ireland. The 2015 event to celebrate trees will commence on Sunday 1st of March 2015.
Item 5: Update on OPW/CFRAMS Projects (Ballycullen Steam Scheme and 

Poddle Flood Alleviation) 

Senior Engineer Tom Moyne updated the members on the following OPW/CFRAMS Projects:

· Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme.  
This scheme will develop the flood risk management options which were contained in the Poddle Options Report produced by the OPW as part of the Eastern CFRAM Study.

SDCC is the lead authority for this scheme which funded by the OPW and  included in the Council's capital programme. A Draft Design Brief was submitted to the OPW for approval on the 9th December 2014 and it is expected that approval will issue shortly.

The Council will then procure consultants to carry out the detailed design and tender documents so that construction can commence in 2016.

· The Ballycullen Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme.

This scheme was developed by South Dublin County Council in response to extreme flood events in the Ballycullen/Castlefield area which occurred in October 2011 following heavy rainfall which gave rise to flows in the nearby Owendoher River which exceeded those during Hurricane Charlie in 1986.

The scheme is very much at outline stage and it needs to be developed further with detailed design following on from site surveys and investigations.     The Council is finalising a design brief and tender documents for the appointment of a consultant engineer to undertake the detailed design and procure a contractor to construct the works.

The scheme is included in the Council’s capital programme and the OPW has indicated it will fund one third of the estimated cost of €1.6million with the balance to be borne by the Council

It is expected that the scheme will commence construction in late 2015 or early 2016.

A discussion ensured with contributions from Councillor P Donovan to which Mr Moyne responded.

Item 6: AOB 

Ms Maguire outlined indicative calendar dates for the remaining 2015 SPC meetings as follows:

· Tuesday 5th May 2015

· Tuesday 1st September 2015

· Tuesday 3rd November 2015

It was unanimously agreed to seek use of an alternative smaller / less formal meeting room for future meetings.
Meeting concluded at 7.05pm

Signed :     ___________________
Date: 5th May 2015

Cllr Pamela Kearns 

Chair person"
H4c)(ii)/0515
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - MINUTES  of ENVIRONMENT, WATER & CLIMATE CHANGE  6TH FEBRUARY 2015
“Members




Officials
Councillor Pamela Kearns (Chair)
Teresa Walsh Director Environment, Water & 
Climate Change


Councillor Ed O’Brien 
Councillor Maire Devine


Tom Moyne, Senior Engineer

Councillor Danny O’Brien
Brian Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent 

Councillor Deirdre O’Donovan
Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer 

Councillor Paula Donovan
Mary Keenan, Senior Exec Parks Superintendent






Maire Ni Dhomhnaill, Exec Parks Superintendent







Helen Griffin, Administrative Officer
Sorcha O’Brien, Env Awareness Officer

Sectoral Interests





John O’Farrell – Business Commercial


Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Donnie Anderson – Agriculture & Farming 

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Pamela Kearns presided.  

At the commencement of the meeting An Cathaoirleach Cllr Pamela Kearns invited the new committee and officials to make formal introductions.

Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd February 2014
The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd February 2014 were proposed by Cllr P Kearns and seconded by Cllr M Devine 

Item 2: Matters arising
There were no matters arising.  

Item 3: Review of Litter Management Plan 2011 – 2014 – Draft Litter Management Plan 2015 – 2019. 

Senior Executive Officer Mary Maguire delivered a presentation on the Review of Litter Management Plan 2011 / 2014 – Draft Litter Management Plan 2015 – 2019. 
The presentation outlined the statutory process for making and reviewing of Litter Management Plans, and covered a comprehensive review of achievement of the objectives of the existing plan, including statistical analysis, which will inform the drafting of the new Litter Management Plan 2015 – 2019 which will coincide with the life of the current Council.   

The proposed timelines for making a new plan were outlined.  It is intended that a pre-draft LMP 2015-2019 plan will be brought to the May 2015 SPC for consideration and agreement, to be followed by a 6 weeks Public Consultation period, during which time submissions will be invited and considered in the final drafting of the new plan. 

The making of the LMP is a reserved function of the Council and accordingly the draft LMP 2015-2019 will be brought back to the September 2015 SPC for recommendation to the October 2015 Council Meeting. 

A discussion ensured with contributions from Cllrs  D O’Donovan, M Devine, E O’Brien, D O’Brien, P Donovan, and from C Kiernan, D Anderson on the following issues: 
· Illegal dumping, 

· Lack of glass kerbside collection

· Dog fouling – stencilling / signage / Receptacles for dog foul and bags / Green dog walkers

· Breakdown of how complaints come into the Council.  

· Difficulty with eyewitness statements

· Relationship of LMP to County Development Plan

· Lack of reference to rivers / water pollution

· CCTVs 

· Court Fines and delays

M Maguire, B Sheehan and T Walsh responded to the queries raised responded to queries raised. Cllr Kearns suggested that as Litter Management has implication for a range of SPC matters incl Tourism, Housing and Community that a Joint SPC subcommittee be established to consider the drafting of the new plan.   She proposed to raise this at the next CPG meeting

This was agreed and Cllrs D O’Donovan, M Devine and E O’Brien expressed interest in participation on this subcommittee.

Item 4: Draft Tree Management Policy

Senior Executive Parks Superintendent Mary Keenan delivered a presentation on the Draft Tree Management Strategy.  

The presentation focused primarily on: 

· Purpose / benefits of trees 

· Tree policy objectives -  better management of trees in South Dublin County Council including 
· Tree Planting / Replacement Planting

· Prioritising Tree Maintenance Works 

· Felling & Pruning Policies
· Trees and Development
· Living with Trees Action Plan

· Proposed policy timeframes 

· Public consultation – March / April 2015

· Draft Tree Management Policy – September 2015 SPC
· Adoption – October 2015 Council Meeting

· Annual Monitoring

· 5 Year Review

A discussion ensured with contributions from Councillors D. O’Brien, D. O’Donovan, M Devine, P Donovan, E O’Brien, P. Kearns, and from C Kiernan on the following issues: 
· Complimentary remarks on a very comprehensive policy document

· Unsuitability of certain trees in our estates.  

· Nursery for Replanting / Replacement Tree programme

· Benefits of trees to Health and Wellbeing acknowledged

· Consideration of Historical settings when considering species for planning eg Elms for Lucan

· Can we identify oldest tree in county?

· Maximisation of tree waste – work with ALONE

· Hedgerows – opposed to any changes to S 40 Wildlife Act 1976 which might have adverse implications 

· Problems with neighbours trees

· Requirement to impose certain restrictions incl decorative landscaping around tree trunks

· Proactive guidance on tree planting and shrubbery requiring minimal irrigation

· Right to light

· Learning form mistakes of the past

· Potential for establishment of working group

Ms. Keenan responded to queries raised and invited the members with a particular interest to participate in a Working Group.  Councillors Kearns, Devine, D. O’Brien, P. O’Donovan and Connie Kiernan all indicated willingness to participate

Ms Keenan advised members of National Tree Week 2015.  This is an annual week long event organised by the Tree Council of Ireland. The 2015 event to celebrate trees will commence on Sunday 1st of March 2015.
Item 5: Update on OPW/CFRAMS Projects (Ballycullen Steam Scheme and Poddle Flood Alleviation) 

Senior Engineer Tom Moyne updated the members on the following OPW/CFRAMS Projects:

· Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme.  
This scheme will develop the flood risk management options which were contained in the Poddle Options Report produced by the OPW as part of the Eastern CFRAM Study.

SDCC is the lead authority for this scheme which funded by the OPW and  included in the Council's capital programme. A Draft Design Brief was submitted to the OPW for approval on the 9th December 2014 and it is expected that approval will issue shortly.

The Council will then procure consultants to carry out the detailed design and tender documents so that construction can commence in 2016.

· The Ballycullen Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme.

This scheme was developed by South Dublin County Council in response to extreme flood events in the Ballycullen/Castlefield area which occurred in October 2011 following heavy rainfall which gave rise to flows in the nearby Owendoher River which exceeded those during Hurricane Charlie in 1986.

The scheme is very much at outline stage and it needs to be developed further with detailed design following on from site surveys and investigations.     The Council is finalising a design brief and tender documents for the appointment of a consultant engineer to undertake the detailed design and procure a contractor to construct the works.

The scheme is included in the Council’s capital programme and the OPW has indicated it will fund one third of the estimated cost of €1.6million with the balance to be borne by the Council
It is expected that the scheme will commence construction in late 2015 or early 2016.
A discussion ensued with contributions from Councillor P Donovan to which Mr. Moyne responded.

Item 6 : AOB 
Ms Maguire outlined indicative calendar dates for the remaining 2015 SPC meetings as follows:

· Tuesday 5th May 2015

· Tuesday 1st September 2015

· Tuesday 3rd November 2015

It was unanimously agreed to seek use of an alternative smaller / less formal meeting room for future meetings.
Meeting concluded at 7.05pm

Signed:     ___________________


Date: 5th May 2015

Cllr Pamela Kearns 

 Chair person”
H4d)(i)/0615
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES – REPORT OF HOUSING SPC   14TH MAY 2015

   The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated was presented by Councillor C. King Chairperson of the Housing SPC and was CONSIDERED 
Attendance 

   “Members:

     Council Officials:
	Cllr. T. Gilligan
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr L. Dunne
	Y. Dervan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Genockey     
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr. E. O’Broin
	B. Martin
	Administrative Officer

	Cllr. K. Mahon
	
	

	Cllr C. King
	
	

	

	Representatives:

	Tricia Nolan, Volunteer Centre

	Brendan Mac Phiarias, NABCO

	

	

	Apologies

	Councillor M. Duff

	Councillor G. Kenny

	Betty Tyrell, ICTU Representative


H-I (1)
MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 19th of February 2015 were confirmed and approved as a true record.

H-I (2)
HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 2014 AND SECTION 62

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer presented an overview of revised operation of Section 62 of Housing Act, 1966, procedures and advised that legal advice is awaited. Advice is to be provided on a regional basis to ensure consistency of interpretation and application of revised procedures to ensure standardisation of documentation required to support same.

Mr. Hogan also advised that new procedures provide for awarding of Excluding Orders in the case of joint tenancies and also extension of Extension Orders to under 18’s. Mr. Hogan reported this had already been tested in Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Country Council and proved successful where with support of local Gardaí errant youths were kept away from areas of origin.

Mr. Hogan also referred to provision where South Dublin County Council could under new provisions; refuse to sell the house to a tenant for a period of 20 years.

Mr. Hogan also referred to success of Housing Estate Management team in securing pre-emptive surrenders.

Mr. Billy Coman, Director of Services, agreed on receipt of legal advice, a report will be made to the Anti-Social Behaviour sub-group of the SPC.

The following report was circulated and NOTED:

H-I (3)
SUB GROUPS – FINALISE AND AGREE EXTERNAL MEMBERS

Nominations for external members were submitted for the Homeless/Housing Supply Sub Committee and the following were agreed:
· Simon Brook of Cluid (nominated by Councillor E. O’Broin)

· Sharon Hartley of C.A.S.P. (nominated by T. Nolan, Volunteer Centre) Contact details for Sharon are comdev@casp.ie
In respect of the Anti-Social Behaviour Sub Committee the nomination of Superintendant Peter Duff of Tallaght Station was agreed. 

The above was Noted and it was Agreed each sub group to meet within next month.
H-I (4)
HOUSING ACCOMODATION DISABILITY STRATEGY

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer presented an overview of the Council’s Disability Strategy to the members.

The above was noted and it was agreed to present an update to the committee in the future.

H-I (5) TARGETS PROVIDED TO SDCC FOR 2015 TO 2017

Mr. B. Coman presented on the targets for South Dublin County Council to deliver 1445 Social Housing Units for the period 2015-2017 and referred to letter dated 17th of April from the Department of Environment Community and Local Government outlining these targets for delivery. The Governments “Social Housing Strategy 2020 – Support, Supply and Reform” was published late November 2014. The Programme envisages both new-build housing and a flexible range of supports to the private rental sector and the social housing sector. Nationally the Programme aspires to the construction of 35,000 new houses to address social housing need. The targets were set under a combination of Capital and Current expenditure programmes.
Following discussions from Members regarding these targets, Mr. B. Coman confirmed that these reports had been previously reported to each of the Area Committee Meetings and an overall report had been presented to Council at the March 2015 meeting. 

Mr. B. Coman agreed to provide a report to the Housing SPC on all Part VIII reports which will include a breakdown of targets identified as part of funding allocation as announced by Minister Kelly on the 17th of April 2015.

Mr. B. Coman reported that South Dublin County Council was successful in securing the largest amount of funding in the state. This was due to the organisation having carried out a comprehensive analysis of its land bank and identifying a number of potential sites for proposed infill schemes.

Members expressed concerns regarding proposed infill sites stating that these developments were considered generally to be dilution of green spaces throughout the County. Members requested that consideration be given to identification of alternative lands, e.g.  Lands at The Grange, lands contained within Lucan Area Plan, SDZ lands, lands fronting LUAS Line at back of Kilmartin, Fettercairn, lands approach to City West Road. They also requested that consideration be given to engaging with land swaps with private developers as alternative to sites identified. 

Mr. B. Coman reported that the proposed schemes identified under the current infill programme were selected from SDCC land bank on the basis of housing need, development potential and the provision of existing services. In relation to some of those sites proposed by the members, these could not be developed because they are privately owned, site is located  on existing services or the lands have been identified for other projects.  

He also informed the members that the CEO is open to considering various funding models to provide housing. This could be by way of Joint Venture, Public-Private or Special Purpose Vehicle. 

The above report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Hap Targets:  

A discussion arose in relation to the SDCC HAP targets for 2015 and the members considered these to be unrealistic given the current rental market in the Dublin region. Mr. Coman informed the committee that South Dublin has completed 146 applications under the scheme; none of these came from existing Rent Supplement Applications. The 2015 target of l725 includes the transfer of existing RS clients to HAP from SDCC Housing List.

Mr. B. Coman also summarised the position in relation to potential acquisitions via NARPS SPC for distressed properties throughout the county.

Tallaght Cross

Mr. B. Coman provided a summary to the background to acquisition via NARP’s of 65 units at Tallaght Cross to be used as temporary homeless accommodation and to be managed by Tuath Approved Housing Body on the basis of their proven experience.

The above report was NOTED.

The meeting concluded at 7:20 pm            

H4d)(ii)/0615
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES HOUSING SPC - MINUTES OF MEETING 19TH FEBRUARY 2015

 “Present: 

	Members
	Council Officials

	Cllr T Gilligan
	Hugh Hogan Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr L Dunne
	Y Dervan Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr E O'Broin
	E Conroy County Architect

	Cllr C King
	B Martin Administrative Officer

	Cllr G. Kenny
	 

	Cllr M. Genockey
	 

	Cllr M. Duff
	 

	Cllr K. Mahon
	 

	Brendan MacPhiarias, Nabco
	 

	Betty Tyrell, ICTU Representative
	 

	Tricia Nolan, Volunteer Bureau
	 


 The meeting was chaired by Councillor C. King 

H-I (1)            MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 16th November 2014 were proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-1(2) Housing Strategy-Supply Mechanisms

Eddie Conroy County Architect made a presentation on direct provision of housing by the Council. He stated that successful schemes were a combination of good design, quality build and sustainable development. He informed the committee that the Council has received approval to build 15 units and is awaiting budget approval for a further 57 units. He also informed the committee that at the March meeting there will be a headed item to present the Part 8 Schedule for the Council to build 647 units.

The Part 8 process will be managed by the Architects Department and if we received budget approval from the DECLG the tender process and the construction process will be managed by consultant architects. The Council will also look to work in partnership with Approved Housing Bodies in managing certain development like apartment blocks.

Hugh Hogan, Senior Executive Officer then made a presentation on the different supply mechanisms that will be supplied under the Social Housing Strategy. He then discussed the capital and revenue supply mechanisms with the Committee.

Capital Supply

· Social Housing Investment Programme to provided units through Direct build and Direct Purchase 

· Capital Assistance Scheme and Capital Loan Scheme operated by the Approved Housing Bodies 

· Part 5 currently 15% requirement but will be revised to 10% in the new planning bill 

The above schemes are 100% funded and expenditure in this area would affect the National Debt

· Borrowing (HFA and Private). This is were Approved Housing Bodies borrow to fund capital projects and this is considered an Off Balance sheet as it does not effect the National Debt 

Revenue Supply Mechanisms
· Rental Accommodation Scheme 

· Leasing 

· Housing Assistance Payment 

These are all funded from the Governments Revenue budget and are considered client driven as tenants procure the properties through private landlords.

The new supply mechanisms were then discussed which included the following areas:

· Tuath Nua (HFA/EIB) 

· SPV/ALMO (HFA) 

· Private Finance (REIT) 

· PPP / Joint Venture 

· NARPS 

· Build to lease 

The full version of the report can be viewed here.

The report was noted by the Committee

H-1(3) Sub Committees

It was agreed by the members that initially two sub-committees would be set dealing with the areas of:

· Housing Supply and homeless

· Anti-Social Behaviour

A number of members were interested in joining the sub-committees and it was agreed that Brian Martin would e-mail all members for expression of interest, requesting for external participants and setting of policy agenda. It was planned that the sub-committees would meet before the next SPC

H-1(4) AOB

· Members asked a number of queries in relation to the Choice Based Letting System. 

· Members asked for information on current Part 5 Requirements and the effect of the new Housing Bill. 

· Members asked for information on the Housing Assistance Payments in relation to transfers 

· Members asked for report on RAS allocation net of terminations. 

The Council official replied to various queries and agreed to provide the requested reports

The meeting concluded at 7.05 pm

Siniú:__________                   Dáta:   ____________________

 An Cathaoirleach
H4d)(i)/0615 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT OF   LAND USE PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION SPC  7TH MAY 
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated was presented by Councillor W. Lavelle  Chairperson of the Land Use, Planning SPC and was CONSIDERED


“Elected Members:







Councillor W. Lavelle







Councillor C. Brophy






Councillor L. O’Toole






Councillor M. Murphy






Councillor P. Gogarty


Council Officials: 
Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use





Planning & Transportation





Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer





Ms L. Leonard, Senior Executive Officer

Non Elected Members:
Ms S. Butler, Mr. N. Durkan.

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor R. Nolan, and Mr. D. Sherwin.



An Cathaoirleach, Councillor W. Lavelle presided.


1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. Lavelle, seconded by Cllr. M. Murphy, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 19th February 2015 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. N4/N7 Study Submission

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. W. Lavelle referred to the draft submission before the members on the N4/N7 Study following the presentation given by the NRA. 

A discussion followed to which Councillors W. Lavelle, M. Murphy, C. Brophy and L. O’Toole contributed. Mr. E. Taaffe and Mr J. McLoughlin addressed questions raised and it was agreed that the revised submission would be circulated and put on the next County Council agenda as a report of the SPC.
3. Update on County Development Plan

Mr. E. Taaffe provided an update on the process currently underway on the Review of the County Development Plan

Councillor Lavelle raised questions regarding projections and information requires from outside bodies and the Department of Education for the purpose of informing the Development Plan. Mr. E. Taaffe responded.

4. Pay Parking Review Update

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, presented the update.

Contributions followed from Councillors W. Lavelle, C. Brophy, L. O’Toole, P. Gogarty and Ms S. Butler the queries raised were responded to by Mr. Eddie Taaffe and Mr. J. McLoughlin.  

It was AGREED that a substantive report be brought to the next meeting of the SPC.

5. County Mobility Management Plan

A presentation on a County Mobility Management Plan was made by Ms. L. Leonard.

Ms. L. Leonard was thanked for the presentation and a discussion ensued to which Councillors L. O’Toole, C. Brophy, P. Gogarty, W. Lavelle and Ms. S. Butler contributed.

Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use Planning & Transportation, responded to matters raised.

It was agreed that a further presentation with relevant detail be prepared for the September meeting.
6. Retail Planning

This item was not reached.

7. A.O.B.

(i) Notification for Cycling Sub-Group

It was noted that the first meeting of the group would be convened shortly and members would be informed.

(ii) Tributes to John McLoughlin, Senior Engineer

The members of the SPC paid tribute to John McLoughlin, Senior Engineer who is due to retire shortly. John was commended and thanked for all the infrastructure projects and Road Traffic measures he had delivered over many years of dedicated service. John thanked the members for their kind remarks.

The meeting concluded at 7.40 p.m.
 _______________

_______________
Councillor W. Lavelle

Date
Cathaoirleach
H4e)(ii)/0615
STRATEGIC POLICY REPORTS MINUTES OF LAMD USE, PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION  MEETING 19TH FEBRUARY 2015


Present:
 
Elected Members:
Councillor W. Lavelle





Councillor C. Brophy





Councillor R. Nolan





Councillor L. O’Toole





Councillor M. Murphy

Council Officials: 
Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use





Planning & Transportation





Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer





Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer

Ms L. Leonard, Senior Executive Officer

Ms C. Malone, Staff Officer


Non Elected
Ms S. Butler, Mr. D. Sherwin.

   Members:


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor P. Gogarty, and Mr. N. Durkan.

 
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor W. Lavelle presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. Lavelle, seconded by Cllr. M. Murphy, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 13th February 2014 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

8. Dublin Bus Presentation

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. W. Lavelle welcomed Dublin Bus, represented by Mr. D. O’Leary, and Mr. Gareth Quinn, Area Manager West.  

Mr. Quinn gave a presentation on the strategic development of Dublin Bus in the Dublin area.  The presentation addressed; overview of the fleet; network direct objectives e.g.: improvements in cross city services and multi-modal integration; focus on customer care; hybrid diesel electric buses etc. 

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  Ccontributions were received from Councillors W. Lavelle, R. Nolan, M. Murphy, C. Brophy and L. O’Toole in relation to:-

-concerns about implications for existing bus passes if certain routes are privatised.

--orbital bus service network needed to link areas.

· why are certain routes being considered for privatisation?

- 
acknowledgement that an excellent service is being provided – relatively expensive fares due to insufficient subvention.

· review of Dublin Bus led to loss of certain bus services – NTA now the planning authority for the route network and NTA regulations may prevent this happening in the future.

- 
welcomed development of customer care apps.

-
Can breakdown of safety issues be provided?
The queries raised were responded to by Mr. G. Quinn and Mr. D. O’Leary;

· Bus passes will be unaffected by privatisation of routes;

· Accepted that there has been a lack of investment in the orbital network – this issue has been raised with the NTA;

· Acknowledged that simplification of network has led to routes being cut or altered (e.g.: some routes no longer entering estates) but has resulted in greater frequency.  Geographical cover has been maintained;

· Privatisation of routes now a matter for the NTA.  Dublin Bus intend to tender for these routes;

· Email address to be provided for accepting submissions regarding safety issues;

 The report was NOTED.

9. Pay Parking Review

Mr. A. O’ Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer, presented the report.

The presentation addressed the review of Pay and Display Parking and the application of 30 minutes free parking (introduced on a trial basis on 07.04.14).

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  Ccontributions were received from Councillors W. Lavelle, C. Brophy, L. O’Toole and Ms S. Butler and Mr. D. Sherwin in relation to:-

· Proposal that car registration numbers be entered on Pay and Display machine to issue ticket for 30 free minutes is not acceptable.  Any increase in tariff is not acceptable.

· Agreement with core principle of 30 minutes free parking but €1.60 per hour may be too expensive.

· Why does a particular area bring in significantly more income than another?

· Clarification needed on how exactly the 30 minutes will operate.  Doubts if extending the P&D to Saturdays will be worthwhile

· Pay & Display should be a primarily a means of control and not used as a revenue stream

· It should be possible to get a second 30 free minutes later the same day (after a reasonable interval);

· Can a discount for remote payment be considered?

· Set daily fee for staff working in the pay and display villages – can this be considered?

· Can statistics on fines issued be made available?

The queries raised were responded to by Mr. Eddie Taaffe, Mr. A. O’Mullane and Mr. J. McLoughlin.  Mr. Taaffe advised the SPC that any changes outlined in the review are proposals only – the current operation of P&D need not change.  However, clarity is needed with the operation of the 30 free minutes – a ticket for the 30 minutes should be issued with additional monies paid if necessary.  Recommendations can be brought to ACM’s.  Mr. O’ Mullane advised the SPC that a second 30 minutes on the same day after a reasonable interval is feasible; a staff fee of €20 p.w. was previously suggested but there was little take-up; confirmed that some areas bring in more revenue as they are larger in size. 

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Cllr W. Lavelle, seconded by Cllr. C. Brophy and AGREED that a recommendation be presented to the County Council Meeting that the current Pay & Display system continue with no change with the exception of the integration of the 30 free minutes into the ticket issued.

10. Residential Speed Limits

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, presented the report.

The presentation addressed the review of speed limits in housing estates.  At this time 30kph is the lowest limit the County Council can recommend.  20kph limit does not exist under current legislation.  Bye-law approval will take at least six months.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  Contributions were received from Councillors W. Lavelle, L. O’Toole, M. Murphy and C. Brophy in relation to:-

· Is 20kph a realistic speed limit?

· Who will enforce the speed limit?

· Fears that residential speed limit will be unenforceable and a waste of money – speed ramps and Children at Play signage would be more useful.

The queries raised were responded to by Mr. Eddie Taaffe and Mr. J. McLoughlin.  Mr. Taaffe advised that although the Minister cannot dictate speed limits in local authority areas there is a need to wait for national guidelines.  He recommended that more traffic surveys be carried out pending the issuing of these guidelines.

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Cllr W. Lavelle, seconded by Cllr M. Murphy and AGREED that Traffic Surveys be undertaken to include for speed and traffic volumes at a number of locations (suggested one per Area Committee) to determine the speed currently obtaining in residential areas.

11. NTA Transport Strategy for Greater Dublin Area – SDCC Submission

Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use Planning & Transportation, gave a verbal report and invited the Members to email submissions.

The report was NOTED.

12. Taxi -Ranks

The Chair, Councillor W. Lavelle advised the SPC that this matter could be referred to the Area Committees. It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and AGREED that this item be presented to the Area Committees.

13. A.O.B.

(i) Naming of Infrastructure

Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use Planning & Transportation, presented the report.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  Ccontributions were received from Councillors L. O’Toole, W. Lavelle and C. Brophy in relation to a need for the Council to adopt a protocol for the naming of structure eg: bridges.

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Cllr W. Lavelle, seconded by Cllr L. O’Toole and AGREED that a proposal be presented to the County Council meeting.

(ii) Proposal for Cycling Sub-Group

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, gave a verbal report.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  contributions were

received from Councillors W. Lavelle and C. Brophy and from Mr. D. Sherwin and Ms S. Butler in relation to:-

· Traffic Core is due to meet in March 2015 and is currently targeting cyclist for educational measure.  Looking for active participation from SDCC

· Agreement with need to get Traffic Core linked in to the proposed forum.

· Members were invited to nominate themselves for the forum (D. Sherwin, L. O’Toole)

· M. Forsythe (former member of Transportation and member of Dublin Bike forum) proposed as possible nominee.

The queries raised were responded to by Mr. Eddie Taaffe, Mr. J. McLoughlin and Ms

Laura Leonard.  Ms Leonard advised the SPC that the Council is involved in significant

works in the area egg: Safe Cycling to School initiative, Annual Bike Week, Bike to 
Work Scheme etc.

The meeting concluded at 7.20 p.m.
 Cllr Lavelle__



Date _7/05/2015
Councillor W. Lavelle


Cathaoirleach
H4f)(i)/0615
REPORT OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - SOCIAL & COMMUNITY SPC MEETING 19TH MAY 2015
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated was presented by Councillor D. Loony Chairperson of the Social and Community SPC and was CONSIDERED
“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr D. Looney
	B. Coman Director

	Cllr C. O Connor
	P. Murphy Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr S. Holland
	P. McALerney Senior Community Officer

	Cllr K. Egan
	A. Silke Sports Officer

	G Ní Mhuirí  PPN
	C. Purdy RAPID Officer

	L Kelly PPN
	 

	
	

	
	


Apologises:    

Cllr J. Graham
Cllr V. Casserly
Minutes of February 2015 Meeting:

The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2015 which has been circulated were approved. 

Community Initiative

P Murphy presented the updated version of the proposed Community Initiative Scheme following the work of the Sub Committee. The Chair noted that the Scheme has been presented to and agreed at full Council. It was noted that it is proposed to announce and publish the scheme by the end of the month. 

A discussion in relation to the adjudication process took place.  The adjudication panel will be made up of officials from neighbouring local authorities. The Senior Community team (Senior Community Officer & Area Community Officers x 3) will be at hand at all stages to provide their local knowledge to the judging panel. The Committee approved this proposal.

Endeavour Awards

P Murphy presented the output from the Sub committee on the Endeavour Awards which the Chair also noted had been agreed in principle at full Council. The Plan is to host the ceremony in November. Quotations and options in this regard are to be presented at the next SPC in September subject to a venue being booked if necessary in the interim. Proposed venues and package to be provided will tabled for decision as required.

A suggestion to publish the title of each award in both English and Irish was agreed and to amended award (j) to read “Gradam” rather than “Duais”

SPC members were asked to consider options for an MC for the event while keeping costs to a minimum. Subject to the above, the Committee approved these proposals.

Healthy City

B Coman & C Purdy presented a proposal for Tallaght to become a healthy city with the long term goal of South Dublin becoming a Healthy County. 

Reference was made to the excellent work already underway in Galway has received the Healthy City Status – details of the projects can be found at www.galwayhealthycities.ie 

It was noted that findings from the HANA Report (Health and Needs Analysis) are due to be published on 14th September next during Health and Wellbeing week.

Following discussion the Committee endorsed this application.

SPORTIVATE South Dublin 

A Silke presented a summary of the proposed programme which is a joint venture with the ETB. The DSP will work alongside SDCC and the ETB to support the participants of the programme. 

Following discussion the Committee endorsed this application.

Community Grants Scheme

The Chair summarised for the benefit of the Committee the sequence of events since the last recommendation of the Committee. After a discussion it was agreed that the Community Grants Scheme will be opened for applications twice yearly in March and September.

For 2015 a revised plan was agreed as there are already a number of applications already made. In the interest of fairness these applications with the exception of Start up, summer projects (and one or two others deemed (by Senior Community Officer & Team) to be a priority will be processed and recommendations made to the Area Committees and the full Council. The remainder will be held to be assessed when others are received following the announcement of the funding stream being opened.

The advertisement of this grants scheme is to be done via the website, PPN, Community Team, social media but it was noted that an advertisement in the local papers is not anticipated. 

It was reiterated that all groups seeking funding must be registered members of the PPN.

These revised proposals were recommended for approval by the full Council.

AOB
B Coman highlighted that Health & Well Being week, the launch of which will take place on the 14th of September in Tallaght Stadium, is likely to occur before the next meeting of the Committee. Members were encouraged to attend as many of the events as possible. This year’s programme of events which is being finalised will build on the success of last years programme.

The meeting concluded at 7pm.

H4f (ii)/0615  REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMMINUTES OF SOCIAL  &   COMMUNITY SPC MEETING 4TH FEBRUARY 2015

“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr D. Looney
	P. Murphy Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr C. O Connor
	D. Bowes Administrative Officer

	Cllr J. Graham
	P. McALerney Senior Community Officer

	Cllr K. Egan
	P. Swayne Sports Officer

	Cllr V. Casserly
	T. McDermott Sports Partnership Co Coordinator 

	Cllr S. Holland
	 

	G Ní Mhuirí  PPN
	

	L Kelly PPN
	


Apologies:    

B. Coman Director of Housing Social & Community Development

A. Silke Sports Officer

At the outset of the meeting the Chair, Cllr. D. Looney welcomed everyone to the first formal meeting of the SPC and asked that all introduce themselves and their current role.

Notes of an informal briefing held for members on 20th November 2014 were noted. The Chair indicated that following this meeting the Work Programme for the Social and Community SPC for 2014 / 2015 had been developed and agreed by the CPG. The programme was attached for members information and the Chair invited all members to review same and highlight any areas which they would recommend for inclusion.

SDCC Educational and Sports Bursaries   

Mr. P. Murphy highlighted revised proposals for Education and Sports Bursaries which have been developed following discussions with the Institute of Technology Tallaght (ITT) as follows:

· Alter the scholarship arrangement to allow for  more  even  distribution across schools within scheme
· Increase the number of scholarships from 4 to 6 and award one scholarship in each school to the student with the highest Leaving certificate points
·  Award 2 first year scholarships to Further Education Students
· Continue Sports Bursaries along existing lines
Following discussion the Committee agreed to recommend that the changes be introduced for the next academic year subject to the following:

1. Further review of those schools deemed disadvantaged and those   excluded from scheme

2. Provide greater detail to members of the criteria to be used to award the Further Education scholarships

3. Review those schools eligible and the reason for their eligibility under the Further Education scholarships

4. Work with ITT to ensure that all South Dublin students have equal opportunity through Further Education supports

Cllr D. Looney asked that the parameters associated with the designation of areas of disadvantage be reviewed. It was also agreed to further review the schemes at the conclusion of their first full year of operation under these new arrangements and that a report on the matter would be made to a future meeting of the SPC. 

Endeavour Awards Scheme

Mr P. Murphy outlined this new initiative which stems from a provision of €25,000 made in the 2015 Budget under which the objective will be to reward and recognise particular categories of endeavour such as Sport, Pride of Place and Tidy Towns Volunteerism.  In this regard it is recommended that a sub committee of the SPC be formed to develop all aspects of the proposal. 

Following discussion the following Members volunteered to be part of this sub committee as follows: 

· Cllr  S. Holland, 

· Cllr V. Casserly 

· Cllr Charlie O Connor 

· Cllr Dermot Looney  

· Layton Kelly PPN  

For the information of members it was confirmed that the sub committee will be supported by relevant members of the Staff of the Community Department.   Cllr D. Looney suggested that this sub group meet twice before April SPC.  Mr. P. Murphy advised that meetings will be arranged by the Community Department and members will be contacted shortly and consulted on dates and venue. 

Community Initiative Fund
Mr P. Murphy outlined this new initiative which stems from a provision of €170,000 made in the 2015 Budget under which the initiative will provide an opportunity for access to funding for significant community enhancement or neighbourhood projects not covered from other sources including the current Community grants. As with the previous Scheme, it is recommended that a sub committee of the SPC be formed to develop all aspects of the proposal. 

Following discussion the following volunteered to be part of this sub committee as follows: 

· Cllr J Graham 

· Cllr K  Egan 

· Cllr D  Looney 

·  G Ní Mhuirí  PPN

This sub committee will also be supported by staff. Cllr D. Looney suggested that this sub committee also meet twice before April SPC. Mr. P. Murphy advised that further contact would be made with Members to fix the date and venue. 



Community Grants

Mr. P. Murphy presented a report on the current position regarding the operation of the grants scheme and the outcome of a review that had taken place. 

It was noted that some €165,000 of the overall fund of €200,000 is paid by way of Employment Grants and Management Assistance Grants.

The remaining part of the fund had been dispersed on a rolling basis throughout the year. However in order  to develop a more efficient disbursement of grants and to aid the overall administration of the scheme it was proposed to seek applications following a single advertisement during the first quarter of the year. It was not proposed to alter the approval path for applications save to require that all applicants must be registered with the PPN to make an application.

Following discussion it was agreed to implement the revised proposals for applications for community grants for the current year and review same at the conclusion. Members requested that every effort be made to assist all groups in making applications under the scheme.  

AOB

Members requested that details of the assistance being provided for the forthcoming St. Patricks Day festivities and a short outline of the details was supplied to the Committee.

Members also raised the planning for the next Halloween festival and asked that an early start to the planning be put in place and a report made to the next meeting of the SPC

Members following a short discussion requested that future SPC Meetings commence at 5pm to allow for a longer period of discussion. If necessary members agreed that refreshments could be taken during the meeting

Cllr D. Looney requested that a presentation on the PPN, possibly by one of the PPN representatives, be made to Members at the next meeting of the SPC.

The meeting concluded at 7.00pm

All reports were NOTED


QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor Cllr E. O’ Broin and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q32 be ADOPTED and APPROVED
Q1/0615     
SCHOOL WARDEN SERVICE

QUESTION: Councillor M Devine

To ask the Chief Executive if the Council are aware if extra School Wardens are to be employed within the County? What areas are they being considered for?
REPLY:
There are no current plans to extend the school warden service. We have recently set up a panel of relief school wardens to provide cover in the event of absences of permanent wardens.
Q2/0615
GREEN SPACES 


QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Chief Executive what is the status of green spaces within residential areas? Are they subject to development (private/social) or are there protected leisure spaces for residents?
REPLY:
Almost all green spaces in residential areas are subject to zoning objective F in the County Development Plan 2010-16.  This is to preserve and provide for open space and recreational amenities.  Under this zoning objective, there are a number of compatible development uses 'permitted in principle', including a community centre and/or recreational facilities.  There are a number of further development types 'open for consideration', including residential.   Irrespective of zoning, any development proposal must be considered on its merits in the context of the suitability of the site and location for the proposal, in terms of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.
 Q3/0615
3 TON VEHICLES



QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine 

To ask the Chief Executive to prohibit vehicles over 3 ton entering residential estates unless access is required?
REPLY:
There is generally little use of residential estates inappropriately by large vehicles. A blanket prohibition would negate the effectiveness of the exemption limit as enforcement is the key factor. If there is a particular location of concern this can be examined.
  Q4/0615
SECONDARY SCHOOLS



QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Chief Executive for details on any proposals/PP/developments for mixed secondary schools within the county?


REPLY:
The Planning Section is currently in discussion with the Department of Education regarding the need for additional secondary schools in the County and this will be discussed as part of the Development Plan Process.  Whether these schools or single sex or mixed is solely a matter for the Department and the relevant Board of Management involved.

Q5/0615 
PLAYING PITCHES 



QUESTION: Councillor L. Dunne   
To ask the Chief Executive for a break down of playing pitches in the county and for this years maintenance schedule i.e. Grass cutting, cutting around goal posts, removal of illegal dumping, litter, etc.  Additionally, to ask when the grass has been cut, is it been cut to an acceptable playing standard? 

REPLY:
Breakdown of pitches provided by Electoral area
The playing pitches in the county are scheduled to be cut every week during the season for 2015 and the pitches are being cut to standard. While pitches are generally not subject to illegal dumping, as part of the grass cutting process, litter and any waste material lying on the pitch is removed prior to cutting. Clubs allocated the use of the pitch are also responsible for ensuring that the any litter generated as a result of games is collected and removed. A list of playing pitches by electoral area is given below.


 

	Pitch   location and number
	Electoral area

	Ashwood   Open Space And Pitch 42
	Clondalkin

	Castle   Estate Open Space And Pitch 43
	Clondalkin

	Clondalkin   Park and Pitches 47-48-49-50
	Clondalkin

	Collinstown   Park and Pitches 31-32-33-34-163
	Clondalkin

	Corkagh   Park and Pitches 51-52-53-54-55-56-57-58-59-60-61-62-63
	Clondalkin

	Quarryvale   Park and Pitch 23
	Clondalkin

	Rathcoole   Park and Pitches 64-65-66
	Clondalkin

	Yellow   Meadow/Monksfield Open Space And Pitches 44-45-46
	Clondalkin

	Ballyowen   Park and Pitches 14-36-38-39-40
	Lucan

	Beech   Park Os And Pitch 15
	Lucan

	Glenaulin   Park and Pitches 24-25-26-27-28-29-30
	Lucan

	Griffeen   Valley Park and Pitches 4-5-6-7-8-9-10-11-12-13-162
	Lucan

	Hermitage   Park and Pitches 17-18-19-20
	Lucan

	Hillcrest   Open Space And Pitch 3
	Lucan

	Liffey   Valley Park Mill Lane Pitch No. 21 22
	Lucan

	Willsbrook   Park and Pitch 16
	Lucan

	Dodsboro   Open Space And Pitches 1-2
	Lucan

	Dodder   Valley Park Cherryfield and Pitches 113-113A-114-115
	Rathfarnham

	Elkwood   Open Space Pitch 112
	Rathfarnham

	Whitechurch   Open Space And Pitch No 111
	Rathfarnham

	Delaford   Open Space and Pitch 116
	Rathfarnham

	Glenlyon   Park and Pitch No 108
	Rathfarnham

	Knocklyon   Park And Pitches 109-110
	Rathfarnham

	Ballymount   Park and Pitches 93-94-95
	Tallaght Central

	Fettercairn   Park & Pitches 72-73-74-75-76-77-78-79-80
	Tallaght Central

	Kennedys   Field And Pitch 117
	Tallaght Central

	Kingswood   Open Space And Pitch 92
	Tallaght Central

	Tymon   Park East and Pitches 151-152-153
	Tallaght Central

	Tymon   Park West and Pitches   125-126-127-128-129-130-131-132-133-134-135-136-137-138-139-140-141-142-143-144-145-146-147-148-149-150
	Tallaght Central

	Tymonville   Open Space and Pitch 120
	Tallaght Central

	Bancroft   Park and Pitches 118-119
	Tallaght Central

	Beechfield   Park and Pitches 156-157
	Tallaght Central

	Greenhills   Park and Pitches 154-155-164
	Tallaght Central

	Greentrees   Park 5 Acres and Pitch 160
	Tallaght Central

	Greentrees   Park 8 Acres and Pitches 158-159
	Tallaght Central

	Kilnamanagh   Park And Pitches 121-122-123-124
	Tallaght Central

	Dodder   Valley Park Old Bawn and Pitches 96-97-98-99-100
	Tallaght South

	Firhouse   Community Centre Os And Pitches 106-107
	Tallaght South

	Jobstown   Park and Pitches 67-68-69-71
	Tallaght South

	Killinarden   Park and Pitches 81-82-83-84-85
	Tallaght South

	Allenton   Open Space And Pitches 101-102-103
	Tallaght South

	Aylesbury   Park and Pitches 87-88-89-90
	Tallaght South

	Ballycragh   Park and Pitches 104-105
	Tallaght South

	Old   Bawn Park Brady’s Field and Pitch 91
	Tallaght South


Q6/0615 
30 MINUTES FREE SIGNS 

QUESTION: Councillor L. Dunne 
"First 30 Minutes Free" signs in SDCC car parks can cause confusion. The signage can be misleading and has led, in some cases, to unfair fixed charge offences. Can something be done to change the wording so that it is clear to the motorist that they cannot stay in the car park for longer than a 30 minute period to avail of the free parking and they must pay as normal if they wish to spend beyond 30 minutes there?
REPLY:
The initial confusion around the introduction of the first thirty minutes free parking seems to have abated. However efforts are continuing in the areas of Pay Parking to improve clarity and discussions are ongoing with the machine supplier with a view to modifying machines so that a ticket confirming the free period would issue.

 Q7/0615 
CITY BIKES SCHEME



QUESTION: Councillor P. Foley
To ask the Chief Executive re: The extension of this scheme to villages in the county – Can details be provided on any progress regarding the extension of the city bikes scheme to South County Dublin?
REPLY:
A draft feasibility study of a bicycle hire scheme in the Tallaght area has been undertaken.  However funding is awaited from the NTA to progress the scheme any further.  An application will be made to the NTA for funding in the 2016 Sustainable Transport Measures Programme.

Q8/0615
CHILDREN AT PLAY SIGNS 



QUESTION: Councillor P. Foley 

To ask the Chief Executive can details be given on the funding for traffic calming signage in 2015 and whether any consideration has been given yet to the funding for 2016? I’m sure all councillors have a list of estates looking for children at play signs and I would be keen to see the appropriate funding put in place to allow for this signage to be installed?
REPLY:
The Works Programme presented to each Area Committee in February outlined the following allocation for each area for the provision of Children at Play signage in 2015:-

Rathfarnham T/T     €3,000

Clondalkin               €1,800

Tallaght                   €3,600

Lucan                      €3,000

At this stage there are requests for the provision of Children at Play Signage which exceed the available allocations.
 Q9/0615
NAME STONES 




QUESTION: Councillor P. Foley

To ask the Chief Executive can the procedure for applying for name stones identifying estates, be clarified on the SDCC website for interested parties?

REPORT
The procedure / protocol for applying for name stones is as follows:

The location for erection of such name stones is at entrances to estates, on a wide grass margin, or on the edge of the open space.

Residents Associations / Developers apply to the Council for permission to have a name stone erected. (Naming scheme will already have been approved seperately).

Approval may be granted subject to conditions.   These conditions generally relate to Council agreement on the proposed location (in consultation with our Roads Department regarding sightlines etc), size of the stone, text (which is usually kept to a minimum), and font for the lettering.

The physical placing of name stones is undertaken by the Council and is also subject to insurances.   Any planting associated with same is agreed with our Public Realm unit.

All costs associated are borne by the applicant.

The Council is currently reviewing a number of its protocols and it is intended to publish these on www.sdcc.ie 
Q10/0615
EXERCISE MACHINES 
 



QUESTION: Councillor P. Foley

To ask the Chief Executive re: exercise machines for parks in the County - are there plans to extend the scheme in 2016?
REPLY:
In 2012, the Council installed 137 items of outdoor exercise equipment in the form of twelve exercise trails in eleven parks throughout the county.

The equipment was installed in the following parks and has proven to be quite successful and popular with the public.

1. Beechfield Park 

2. Greenhills Park 

3. Glendown Park 

4. Tymon Park (2 trails) 

5. Griffeen Valley Park 

6. Waterstown Park 

7. Hermitage Park / Mount Andrew. 

8. Kingswood Park 

9. Rathcoole Park 

10. Corkagh Park 

11. Ballymount Park 

While there are no current proposals to install outdoor exercise equipment in additional parks at this time, if there are locations which the Elected Members wish to have considered as sites for exercise equipment, the details should be submitted to the Public Realm Section for examination. 
Q11/0615
TIDY TOWNS

QUESTION: Councillor E. Higgins

To ask the Chief Executive for a list of Tidy Town grants and to highlight areas where applications have not come from?

REPLY:
Two Funding Opportunities have been offered to date to all of the 11 established Tidy Towns Groups in the County. The first opportunity was an Initial Seed Grant and the second was an Annual Programme Grant.

To date 10 of the 11 established groups have returned completed applications for the Initial Seed Grant and these groups have all been paid the €1500 grant. These Groups are:

Templogue Village

Rathfarnham

Newcastle

Clondalkin

Woodstown

Palmerstown

North Clondalkin

Newcastle

Lucan

Griffeen

The only group not to return a completed application for the Initial Seed Grant to date is Oldbawn Tidy Towns Group.

In relation to the Annual Programme Grant, all groups were on the 29th of April advised of the process for applying the Annual Programme Grant and to date 3 of the 11 groups have returned completed applications. These applications have all been assessed and in each case a €4000 Annual Programme Grant was awarded to the group. Arrangements have been made for payment of these sums and this is at present underway.

The three groups that have been awarded these €4000 grants are:

Templeogue Village
Newscastle

Clondalkin
Q12/0615
 HOUSING ALLOCATIONS



QUESTION: Councillor S. Holland

To ask the Chief Executive to please advise in what order housing allocations are made from the critical, vital and homeless lists, eg, if a house is refused or not suitable for someone on the vital list, does it then default to critical or to homeless?  Please provide a copy of the procedural doc, if any.
REPLY:
The Council Allocation Scheme outlines the "Priority Status"  as follows:

Priority Status

"In certain circumstances, overall priority will be given to applicants that satisfy the following criteria. Priority will be granted in the order shown hereunder and subject to the availability of suitable accommodation at the time:

(i) Families or persons living in dangerous premises on whom a requisition under Section 3 (9) of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act, 1964 has been served.

(ii) Displacement (resulting from acts of the Local Authority).

(iii) Families or persons rendered homeless through no fault of their own. A person shall be regarded by a housing authority as being homeless for the purposes of this Act if:

(a) there is no accommodation available which, in the opinion of the authority, he/she, together with any other person who normally resides with him/her or who might reasonably be expected to reside with him/her, can reasonably occupy or remain in occupation of, or

(b) he/she is living in a hospital, County home, night shelter, or other such institution and is so living because he/she has no accommodation of the kind referred to in paragraph (a), and he/she, in the opinion of the authority, unable to provide accommodation from his/her own resources.

(iv) Families or persons evicted through no fault of their own on foot of a Court Order who are not in a financial position to provide their own housing.

(v) Exceptional medical/compassionate grounds.

(vi)  Persons aged 65 or over for Older Persons accommodation.

Applicants with overall priority will be given priority over other applicants in the allocation of available accommodation in the order of priority indicated above and based on time on the list and subject to the availability of suitable accommodation at the time.

Where priority for housing accommodation is claimed on grounds consisting of or including medical grounds, regard shall be had to the report of the Council’s Medical Advisors."

We must also take into consideration the Minister for the Environment Community and Local Government Directive issued on the 27th January 2015 whereby "at least 50% of the dwellings available for allocation under Section 22 of the 2009 Act during the specified period will be allocated to" homeless and vulnerable "households that are qualified for social housing support (i.e. those who are on the record of qualified households) and that, on or before 1 December 2014"
As indicated consideration is firstly taken of the suitability of available properties. Any property that is deemed to be suitable for a medical application or has been medically modified will be offered to an applicant who has the highest rating and is compatible with the property, e.g. if the property is wheelchair accessible or a ground floor dwelling, it will be offered to the applicant with the highest rating and the most vital need for this specification.     

The procedure for Medical is outlined in the Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 which requires that applicants seeking housing on medical/disability grounds require the following original documentation:  a Medical Consultant’s Certificate specifying the nature of the medical condition or disability and noting whether the condition is degenerative,  or an Occupational therapist’s report in respect of any specific accommodation requirements ( if any).  These documents are submitted to the Medical Referred for adjudication.

South Dublin County Council operates a Medical Rating Policy whereby the Medical Referee rates an application with the following:

	Rating  
	Explanation 

	5
	Appropriate Housing when available

	10
	Imperative Housing when available

	12
	Urgent need for Housing

	15
	Critical Need for Housing

	20
	Vital need for Housing


Subsequent to the rating awarded, the applicant is listed based on date of being awarded priority.  If the property is refused, the property is awarded the next applicant on the list with the highest rating.  A homeless person in emergency accommodation with medical priority will automatically get a higher priority over those who have accommodation available to them.
Q13/0615
GRASS CUTTING

QUESTION: Councillor S. Holland

To ask the Chief Executive for a detailed report on grass-cutting this year to date and whether there are any plans too utilise external contractors to augment the Council's grass-cutting capacity as recommended in the motion approved by this Council last July?
REPLY:
Prior to 2008 the Council’s Parks Section hired approximately 8 tractor mowers to assist with cutting of grass on roadsides and open spaces. This represented approximately 20% of the tractor mower fleet which was in operation at that time. In addition to over 30 tractor mowers the Council also operates 30 to 40 ride on mowers of varying sizes. When the output of all grass cutting equipment is accounted for it is estimated that the hired tractor mowers increased the capacity of the grass cutting operation at the time by around 15%. When the hire arrangements came to an end the frequency of grass cutting reduced and time between grass cuts increased, due to the reduction in grass cutting resources that were available.

A service plan for the variety of services provided by the public realm section including grass cutting was drawn up at the start of this year. Grass cutting targets were set as weekly for playing pitches and fortnightly for major roads, parks and housing areas. If the service levels and frequencies as set down in the service plan are achieved it is expected that this will deliver an acceptable standard of maintenance of grass in the County this year.

Part of the issue with grass cutting in 2014 was the late start across the county with grass cutting generally not starting until mid April 2014. This year, grass cutting commenced across the county in mid March with a similar number of staff deployed to the operation as in 2014. Grass cutting has been hampered by unsettled weather conditions with Met Eireann reporting rainfall above average for March (111%) and April (108%). The unsettled conditions have persisted into May with 82mm of rain already recorded. The unsettled period of weather has coincided with the peak period for grass growth and as a result, grass cutting conditions have been difficult for much of the period to date.

Grass cutting of football pitches and major roads across the county is generally being achieved within target while there is some variability across the county in relation to parks and housing areas which local managers are moving to address. As in 2014, the Council is pursuing alternative productivity measures with staff to enhance delivery of service. 

In relation to Customer Care, 178 Customer Care enquiries relating to grass cutting were received in the period 1st March - 27th May 2014 with 101 enquiries received to date for the same period in 2015. It is considered that the earlier start to grass cutting has contributed to the reduction in enquiries of approximately 44% 

 Q14/0615
IRISH LANGUAGE SCHEME



QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

Chun ceist a chur ag an Príomhfheidhmeannach, i gcómhthéacs an Dreachtscéim Teanga 2015-2018, an bhfuil tuairisc ar fáil faoin Scéim Teanga atá ann faoi láthair, agus an bhfuil na cuspóirí atá laistigh buailte; cén achmainní a mbeidh ag an Chomhairle Contae chun scéim nua a chur i bhfeidhm; an bhfuil statisticí ar fáil faoin uimhreacha foirne atá le Gaeilge; an bhfuil tuairisc ar fáil faoin próiséas an Dhreachtscéim; agus an bhfuil sé in ann ráitéas a thabhairt faoin Dreachtscéim Teanga?

To ask the Chief Executive in the context of the Draft Language scheme  2015 – 2018, the report  and the objectives are available on the present language scheme,  what resources will the County  Council  apply when the new scheme becomes available.  The statistics are available on the numbers of Irish staff.  The report is available under the Draft scheme and will he give a statement under the Draft scheme?
REPLY:
Leagtar amach in Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla, 2003 na dualgais atá ar chomhlachtaí poiblí maidir le seirbhísí a sholáthar i nGaeilge agus na cearta atá ag an bpobal leas a bhaint as na seirbhísí sin. Tá an tAcht ar fáil ar www.coimisineir.ie 

Is é cuspóir ginearálta an Achta úsáid na Gaeilge a chur chun cinn chun críoch oifigiúil sa stát agus na dualgais atá ar chomhlachtaí poiblí a leagan amach maidir le:

 

· Cumarsáid 

· Foilseacháin 

· Stáiseanóireacht 

· Comharthaí 

· Fógairtí Béil Taifeadta 

· Logainmneacha 

  

Tá dualgais shonracha ar Chomhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas faoi Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla agus ceanglaítear uirthi Scéim Teanga a fhoilsiú. Rachaidh an scéim reatha, an 2ú Scéim Teanga, in éag an 30ú Iúil, 2015. I mí na Bealtaine, 2015 d'fhoilsigh an Chomhairle fógra ag lorg aighneachtaí le haghaidh an ullmhúcháin don Dréacht-Scéim Teanga nua don tréimhse 2015 – 2018. De réir na dtreoirlínte déanfar athbhreithniú ar an dara scéim mar chuid den ullmhúchán don tríú scéim teanga. Ní mór an scéim nua a bheith curtha faoi bhráid Oifig an Choimisinéara Teanga faoi mhí Lúnasa, 2015.
Beidh sé d'aidhm ag tríú scéim Chomhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas cur le prionsabail na Seirbhíse Ardchaighdeáin do Chustaiméirí agus chuige sin:

· leanfaidh sí uirthi á chinntiú go gcuirfear ar chumas na ndaoine ar mian leo a ngnó a dhéanamh leis an gComhairle i nGaeilge déanamh amhlaidh 

· de réir a chéile, cuirfidh sí le leibhéil na seirbhíse atá ann cheana atá á soláthar i nGaeilge faoi láthair 

· aithneoidh sí réimsí seirbhíse a bhféadfar iad a fheabhsú 

Faoi láthair, tá 24 bhall foirne ar fáil chun freastal ar chustaiméirí ar mian leo feidhmiú trí Ghaeilge. Tá sé beartaithe go dtabharfaidh an Chomhairle tiomantas, faoin scéim nua, oiliúint a sholáthar do bhaill foirne ionas go bhfeabhsóidh siad a n-inniúlacht sa Ghaeilge.

Tuairisceoidh an tAonad Cumarsáide ar chomhlíonadh Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla ag Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas agus ar an dul chun cinn maidir leis an scéim a chur i bhfeidhm. A thúisce is a cheadófar an scéim nua ullmhófar plean forfheidhmithe ina leagfar amach spriocanna a bhféadfar an dul chun cinn a thomhas ina n-aghaidh agus tabharfar mionsonraí faoi seo i dTuarascáil Bhliantúil na Comhairle. Tá sé beartaithe an dréacht-scéim a bheith ar fáil do Chruinniú Comhairle mhí Iúil.

The Official Languages Act 2003 sets out the duties of public bodies regarding the provision of services in Irish and the rights of the public to avail of those services. The Act is available at www.coimisineir.ie
The general purpose of the Act is to promote the use of Irish for official purposes in the state and to set out the duties of public bodies in relation to:

· Communications 

· Publications 

· Stationery 

· Signage 

· Recorded Oral Announcements 

· Place names 

South Dublin County Council has specific duties under the Official Languages Act and is required to produce an Irish Language Scheme. The current 2nd Irish Language Scheme will expire on the 30th July 2015.  In May 2015, the Council published a notice inviting submissions for the Preparation of a new Draft Irish Language Scheme for the period 2015 – 2018. In accordance with the guidelines the second scheme will be reviewed as part of the preparation of the third Irish language scheme. The new scheme must be submitted to the Office of the An Coimisinéir Teanga by August 2015.

South Dublin County Council’s third scheme will aim to build on the principles of Quality Customer Service and will:

· continue to ensure that persons who wish to conduct their business in Irish with the council are facilitated 

· build incrementally on the existing levels of service currently provided in the Irish Language 

· identify areas of service that can be improved having regard to what is realistically achievable 

At present 24 staff are available to accommodate customers who wish to engage through Irish. It is proposed that under the new scheme the council will commit to provide training to staff to improve their competency in the Irish Language.

The Communications Unit will report on South Dublin County Council’s compliance with the Official Languages Act and progress on the implementation of the scheme. Once the new scheme is approved an implementation plan will be prepared which will set targets against which progress can be measured and detailed in the Council’s Annual Report. It is proposed that the draft scheme will be available for the July Council Meeting.

 Q15/0615
REGISTER OF ELECTORS 


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Chief Executive for a full report on the Register of Electors in light of the recent referendums; how many people have been removed from the register in recent years; how many of these have been reinstated; is he satisfied with the level of registrations in comparison with other local authorities; and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
There have been 16,778 Electors removed from the Draft Register of Electors in the last 2 years. No Electors are removed form the Live register. Electors are removed from the Draft Register for one of 3 reasons. 1. If they have passed away, 2 If they have changed address. 3. If we receive notification from An Post that they have “gone away”. If any of these Electors return to live in the Administrative area they are added back onto the Register. This information is collated annually during the summer months and the Register is then updated. The level of registration in South Dublin County Council is proportionate to the no of citizens over 18 years of age who are eligible to vote. The Council is committed to increasing the level of registration on an ongoing basis.
Q16/0615
MEMBERS REPRESENTATION SYSTEM 


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Chief Executive for a statistical report on the Members' Representations system, giving details of the number of queries submitted by (a) Councillors, (b) TD's and (c) Senators, classified by Department and with a report on average response time; to ask how many representations are outside of the two weeks stated response time; how many representations older than one month, three months, six months and one year are not responded to; to ask if Council members will be given priority in clearing the backlog of representations; and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
A full report is being prepared for presentation to the Corporate Policy Group for their consideration, and a copy of this report will be forwarded directly to the Councillor as soon as the report is considered. A full review of the Members Reps system has been conducted and a number of changes are being implemented including monitoring of outstanding representations and details of the replies issued to allow for follow up responses as indicated in all replies.
Q17/0615
SOCIAL HOUSING

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Chief Executive for an update on social housing plans for the County, detailing the numbers of social homes planned for each electoral area, the size and type of homes planned, the processes by which these homes are to be provided, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
The report to the Council Meeting in March 2015 set out proposals for Social Housing units for the period 2015 to 2017 in line with the Housing strategy as set out in the Governments “Social Housing Strategy 2020 – Support, Supply and Reform” published late November 2014. The Programme envisages both new-build housing and a flexible range of supports to the private rental sector and the social housing sector. Nationally the Programme aspires to the construction of 35,000 new houses to address social housing need. The Councils target for 2015 - 2017 is 1,445  of which 350 units will be through capital projects including direct build, CAS projects, acquisitions and Part V.

Following a detailed study of infill sites owned by South Dublin County Council carried out in late 2014. These sites were reviewed under criteria of –

· Size 

· Accessibility 

· Utility constraints and buried pipework 

· Flooding history 

· Impact on adjoining community 

· Overall suitability 

The roll-out of Part 8 display at consultation over the coming months as reported is as follows:
	Month
	Address
	 

	March
	Dromcarra Drive, Tallaght
	20

	April
	Letts Field, Neilstown
	25

	May
	Ballyboden
	35

	June
	Balgaddy ‘F’ Lucan
	50

	July
	1. , Rowlagh 
	39

	August
	Kilinarden Tallaght
	24

	September
	Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham
	40

	October
	Fernwood, Tallaght
	22

	November
	Fonthill Road Link Road, Neilstown
	50

	December January  2016             
	1. Brookfield 

Maplewood Tallaght                                            
	50                     18


The numbers of homes above are indicative and may vary slightly as schemes are designed and consulted in detail. An overall working target of 647 dwellings, including larger schemes mentioned earlier and not listed will be pursued as the Councils immediate target.

Three projects are already tendered and in process of approval to go on site –
	· Suncroft Tallaght 
	10 dwellings

	· St. Finians, Lucan 
	  2 dwellings

	· Belgard Road Tallaght 
	  2 dwellings

	 
	15

	Three projects are already Part 8 approved, costed and awaiting sanction to proceed to tender by DOELG - 

	· St. Marks Green 
	11 dwellings

	· Mayfield 
	18 dwellings

	· Mac Uilliam 
	28 dwellings

	 
	57


The Part 8 process on Dromcarra is completed and has started on the Letts Field proposal.

The Council is also working Approved Housing Bodies on CAS proposals submitted to the Department.
Q18/0615
SUPPLEMENT REGISTER

 
QUESTION: Councillor E. O’Broin

To ask the Chief Executive to detail the total number of people who applied within the deadline for inclusion on the supplementary register for the recent referenda and whether any of these applications were not included in the register and the reason why?
REPLY: 

There were over 4,000 application forms received to be included on the Supplement to the Register of Electors. Of the nos received there were 2,634 Electors included on the supplement to the Register. The balance is made up those Electors  who had already  been on the Draft Register therefore were not added, those who sent in forms to the wrong Local Authority, those who sent in wrong forms and those who were not eligible due to their status, ie not Irish Citizens.

 Q19/0615
VOLUNTEERISM


QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive to present a report on initiatives being taken to encourage volunteerism throughout the county? 

REPLY:

South Dublin County Council has a dedicated Community Development Team which supports and encourages volunteers and voluntary and community organisations.

In addition the Council provides financial support and is also represented on the board of the South Dublin County Volunteer Centre which  offers a recruitment and placement service for volunteers in South Dublin County as well as providing support and training to not for profits on all aspects of volunteer management.

The Council together with the Volunteer Centre also established and continues to support the South Dublin Volunteer Corp which is a volunteer led movement of citizens of the county who make themselves available to volunteer at various events and/or emergencies in the county.

Q20/0615
CLEAN UPS

QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive to confirm what help is available to local groups and associations who wish to organise Clean Ups and will he also state what the level of such requests has been so far this year?
REPLY:
The Council acknowledges the significant effort and impact made by the many local groups, associations and individuals who every day take some action, large or small, to improve their local environment, which helps make their communities better places to live, work and visit.

Accordingly the Council has mechanisms in place to assist these groups.
Social Credits Scheme
The Council's Social Credit's Scheme rewards community groups who take ownership of their local area by undertaking projects which benefit the community.  It is the main portal through which community groups can access the services of the Council, and a channel through which the Council can optimise supports provided.  

Activity is ongoing throughout the year but generally peaks in tandem with the annual the An Taisce Nation Spring Clean initiative

The scheme incorporates Community clean-ups and Bulbs not Bonfires. The Council places a stock of materials in community centres throughout the County. Through this system community groups sign out materials such as litter pickers, shovels, brushes and high vis jackets , bring them back and sign them back in once they are finished (although this doesn't always happen).

The Council provides a collection service for materials picked up by volunteers.

833 requests for assistance were received to 30/4/2015.

Tidy Towns
The Council also provides support and assistance to Tidy Towns Groups with grants made available from a specific annual approved budget, the provision of guidance on development of various aspects of the assessment criteria eg Sustainable Waste & Resource Management and the collection service for materials picked up by volunteers.

If any community group/Resident's Association would like assistance we would ask them to make contact with our Environmental Awareness Team.
Q21/0615
ENTERPRISE WEEK

QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive if he will report on the recent Enterprise Week organised by the Council and if he will state if he believes that any benefits, especially in relation to job creation, will arise from the project?
REPLY:
South Dublin LEO ran a very successful Enterprise Week from the 11th to the 15th of May last with a wide range of Events as are set out below;
Monday:

	Time
	Location
	Speaker
	Description
	Price

	 
	LEO Office
	Dave McGeady - Wyldsson  Karla Coffey - Nic&Ali  Oisin Browne - Irish Fairy Door Company  Mark McDonald - QCuts
	Celebrating Entrepreneurship -   Launch of LEO South Dublin Enterprise Week 2015Masterclass in Starting Up and   Growing your Business
	FREE

	 
	LEO Office
	Sean   Weafer 
	Stop Hesitating Start Networking!
	FREE

	 
	Ballyroan  Library
	Padraig Hyland
	Communicating with Impact - How a   Great Business Communicates
	FREE

	 
	Clondalkin  Library
	Suzanne May
	Marketing Your Craft Product
	FREE


Tuesday:

	Time
	Location
	Speaker
	Description
	Price

	 
	LEO Office
	Grant Gilmore   - Intertrade Ireland  Joanne Gillen - Bid Management   Services
	Public Procurement Seminar
	FREE

	 
	Partas   Enterprise Centre, Bolbrook
	Stefano   Messori  Partas  S.P.I.D.E.R
	Design Thinking for Entrepreneurs and Start Ups
	FREE

	 
	Finnstown  Castle Hotel,  Lucan
	Grace Binchy,   Bord Bia  Joanne Cassells, Bradley Brand  Terry Greene, RED WHITE GREENE Graphic Designers
	Using Packaging and Design to   Build a Food Brand Value
	€10

	 
	Lucan  Library
	John Lysaght
	Online Jobseeking
	FREE


Wednesday:

	Time
	Location
	Speaker
	Description
	Price

	 
	LEO Office
	Joanne Hession   - QED  Paula Fitzsimons - Going for Growth  Siobhan Klimmek - Kilmmek &   Henderson Furniture Ltd
	Women in Business Event
	FREE

	 
	Lucan  Library
	Jurgyte   Glodenyte
	Online Marketing Workshop
	FREE

	 
	Ballyroan  Library
	Clare McSharry - smilingspiders.com
	Social Media and How to   Effectively Integrateit into Your Website
	FREE

	 
	Tallaght  Library
	Fernando Perez   Tellez - IT Tallaght
	Introduction to Business   Intelligence using MS Excel
	FREE

	 
	Clondalkin  Library
	Mary Healy -   Healy IT Solutions
	Working with Free Windows Based   Softwarefor a More Efficient Business
	FREE


Thursday:

	Time
	Location
	Speaker
	Description
	Price

	 
	LEO Office
	Michael   Johnson - Micro Finance Ireland  Catherine Collins - Credit Review Office  Andrea Carroll - South Dublin Chamber
	Funding & Finance Seminar
	FREE

	 
	Lucan Spa   Hotel
	South Dublin Chamber of Commerce
	Work Related Stress and How to Manage it in the   Workplace
	FREE

	 
	Tallaght  Library
	Philomena   McCabe
	Resilience in Job Seeking, Work   and Life
	FREE

	 
	LEO Office
	Sean Gallagher
	Success Leave Clues - Sean   Gallagher will share a host of business lessons learned by entrepreneurs   just like you!
	FREE

	 
	Lucan  Library
	Sharon Donohue
	Introduction to Excel for   Business Accounting
	FREE

	 
	Tallaght  Library
	Jess Kelly -   Newstalk
	Tech Trends
	FREE


 

Friday:

	Time
	Location
	Speaker
	Description
	Price

	 
	Synergy Centre,  Tallaght
	Margaret   Dorgan
	Tips and Advice to Help Make   Your Day as Efficient as Possible
	FREE

	 
	Partas   Enterprise Centre, Bolbrook
	Partas
	“The Accidental Salesperson” – Steps in the Journey to   Professional Selling 
	FREE


Attendance at all events was very high. Given the wide range of events across the County, Enterprise week has given a further focus to the Council’s programme of initiatives to support business, enterprise and job creation in South Dublin County.
Q22/0615 
HEALTH POLICY

QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive if he is taking any action to ensure that Health Policy as a part of Social Policy becomes part of our development plans and if he will confirm contacts he has had in the matter.
REPLY:
The Council has participated in the HANA project in Tallaght which was undertaken by Trinity College Centre for Health Sciences. The HANA project is a study of health needs in the Tallaght area and followed the same methodology that was used in the 2001 Health Needs Assessment. With this in mind, the project randomly selected 420 houses within 13 Electoral Divisions in Tallaght, in clusters, stratified by deprivation level. From these 420 houses, a total of 341 houses have been completed. This represents an excellent response rate of 81%.The results of the HANA (Health Assets Needs Assessment) Report is due to be announced on 14th September 2015 the launch date of the Councils Health and Wellbeing week 2015. There is a lot of learning to be gained form the project which will assist the Council in future projects.

Also South Dublin County Council supported by the HSE Health and in partnership with key agencies in the area is working towards being accredited to the WHO Healthy Cities and Counties of Ireland Network. The process involved in this work will bring a range of agencies together to agree a mechanism for incorporating a Health & Wellbeing agenda into the planning and delivery of services and work in the county. Working to reduce health inequalities will be a priority underpinning this work. This is a key goal in Theme 2 of Healthy Ireland, Partnership and Cross-Sect oral Work.

The Healthy Ireland National Physical Activity Plan is expected to be launched this year and will inform the Council as to its role in implementation of its key elements.

In addition Chapter 3 of the draft County Development Plan also contains policies in relation to Community, Healthcare and Educational facilities in the County.  The HSE and Department of Education are Statutory Consul tees for the Development Plan Process and their submissions will be brought before the Members as part of the Development Plan adoption process.

 Q23/0615
IRISH LANGUAGE SPEAKERS

QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive to state what is his reaction to the recent report by An Coimisineir Teanga in respect of the failings of Local Authorities to safeguard the rights of Irish Language speakers and will he confirm what services are available to such people in our Council.
REPLY:
Public bodies including local authorities are not obliged to use recorded oral announcements at public telephone numbers on their systems, but if they are in use, they are obliged to ensure that those announcements are adhering to the Regulations, i.e. the announcement must be in Irish or in Irish and English and must convey the same message in both official languages.

As part of the Irish Language Commissioner Office’s audit plan for 2014, it was decided to audit the use of official languages on recorded oral announcements in use by local authorities. The aim of the audit was to develop an overall view of the level of compliance by local authorities with the Regulations.

At different times, a call was made to the main number of each local authority, both during and after normal working hours, as well as a call to the Housing Section and the Library Services outside of normal working hours.

A report on what the audit revealed was forwarded by An Coimisinéir Teanga to South Dublin County Council in November 2014, informing the Council that its recorded telephone announcements were not in compliance with the Regulations. South Dublin County Council was then requested to provide by the 4th December a time framework to ensure compliance with the Regulations.

As requested, the Council and Library Services carried out a review of our recorded telephone announcements and by mid December, the Council had translated and recorded new versions in compliance with the obligations outlined in the Official Languages Act 2003 for the following recorded telephone announcements:

-Normal working hours

-After office hours

-Emergency Service

-Library Services

South Dublin County Council will build on the principles of Quality Customer Service as outlined in our current Irish Language Scheme by:

· ensuring that persons who wish to conduct their business in Irish with the council are facilitated 

· building incrementally on the existing levels of service currently provided in the Irish Language 

· identifying areas of service that can be improved 
Q24/0615
LITTER FINES


QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive how many litter fines have been issued to Estate Agents throughout the County within the past five years, together with a break-down of which estate agents have received the most fines?
REPLY:
All alleged breaches of Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, (the Act) pertaining to the prohibition of advertisements/illegal signage are investigated by the Litter Warden Service and appropriate enforcement action taken where necessary.

It is not possible to provide a figure for the number of fines issued to different types of businesses for contravention of Section 19 of the Act. Therefore, the figures provided below are the total number of fines issued, pursuant to Section 19 of The Act, in the last five (5) years which includes Estate Agents.

	2010 
	 265 fines issued

	2011
	 441 fines issued

	2012
	 680 fines issued

	2013
	 259 fines issued

	2014
	 239 fines issued


 To date in 2015, 91 fines have been issued for contravention of Section 19 of the Act.

Q25/0615
SIGNAGE IN PUBLIC PARKS

QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive why there is no signage within the public parks asking people to bring their litter home with them, if that is SDCC's policy in relation to the issue.
REPLY:
The Council provides approximately six hundred and fifty litter bins on streets and in parks across the county which are available for the for the disposal of light litter, dog waste etc. 

It is an offence under the Litter Pollution Act 1997 for any person to deposit any substance or object so as to create litter in a public place.

In keeping with best practice, South Dublin County Council endeavours to minimise the amount of signage placed in public parks to the essential signage required to give guidance to the public on the amenities of the park.   

Temporary signage is provided in parks and on road and streets as part of wider anti-litter campaigns to remind the public to dispose of any litter they may generate in a proper manner. An example of this is the current campaign reminding dog owners to clean up after their dog.  

Q26/0615
PLAYGROUNDS

QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive how many civil actions have been taken against SDCC in relation to playground incidents within the past five years and how much compensation has been paid out in relation to these matters?
REPLY:
The Council's playgrounds and playspaces experience high usage.  Given the numbers using the facilities there have been relatively few civil actions in respect of accidents and injuries at these facilities.

The following is an outline of the number of claims in respect of alleged incidents in playgrounds/ playspaces received during the past five (5) years

2010 = 0
2011 = 3
2012 = 3
2013 = 3
2014 = 1
The compensation figure paid in respect of these claims was €276,000.

 Q27/0615 
TREE MAINTENANCE

QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive how many tree pruning and removal requests has SDCC received over the past 12 months, broken down by electoral area please and how do these figures compare to the previous 12 months?
REPLY:
The Council’s Customer Contact System is usually the first point of contact for enquiries and complaints from the public, including those relating to trees. All enquiries are logged into the system and all tree-related requests are assigned into one of 3 categories: tree pruning, tree removal and tree planting. The system does not currently have the capacity to assign enquiries to electoral area or to interrogate data based on electoral area. The following is therefore an analysis of all tree-related enquiries received for the South Dublin administrative area for each 12-month period between June 1, 2013 and May 27, 2015: 

	     Analysis of Tree Maintenance Requests June 1, 2013 – May 27, 2015

	 Period
	 No. Tree Pruning Requests
	 No. Tree Removal Requests
	No. Tree Planting Requests 
	Total Tree-Related Enquiries 

	 June 1, 2014 – May 27, 2015
	1950
	 1328
	 164
	 3442

	 June 1, 2013 – May 31, 2014
	1811
	 1154
	 159
	 3124

	 Difference
	 + 139
	 + 174
	 + 5
	 318

	 % Difference
	 + 8%
	 + 15%
	 + 3%
	 + 10%


Requests for tree maintenance has increased over the period as shown. This is partly reflective of an ageing and maturing tree population, particularly in long established neighbourhoods of Rathfarnham, Tallaght, Terenure, Templeogue, Clondalkin, Palmerstown and Lucan, where tree maintenance is required in order to sustain the health and viability of these trees into the future. It has also been prompted by a growing public awareness and concern with regard to trees arising from damage to trees during the severe storms of recent times and associated perceptions that all trees require regular maintenance. In addition, the obligation on property owners to pay Property Tax is concentrating increased demand on Council services including tree maintenance. 

It is important to note that while the above figures indicate the nos. of tree-related enquiries received by the Council, when these queries are subsequently inspected by Council staff, not all of the requests require follow-up tree maintenance.
Q28/0516
DEFIBRILLATORS


QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole

To ask the Chief Executive can he consider installing signage within the county that highlights the location of nearest Defibrillator in public accessible places?
REPLY:
There are currently 29 Defibrillator Sites provided in the following areas :Clondalkin/Lucan  Clondaklin Civic Offices, Unit 10, Crag Lane Clondalkin. Grange Castle Business Park, Grange Castle Golf Club, Deansrath Depot, Corkagh Park, Clondalkin Library, Grange Nursery. Lucan Library, Palmerstown Depot,

Tallaght / Rathfarnham,   Jobstown Depot, Tymon Park, Sean Walsh Park, Ballyroan Library, Tallaght Library , Ballymount Depot, X 2 ,Camac Valley, Saggart Park,

County Hall,  Customer Care Unit, Housing Dept, Roads Dept, 1st floor Architects Dept. Housing Dept 2nd Floor and 3rd Floor,   Accounts Payable,

 The Council has contacted some Signage companies for quotations and information regarding cost of supply and installing signage  for Defibrillators. Consideration will then be given as to how to advance this issue.  

It is the responsibility of Shopping Centres and public places to provide any signage pertaining to Defibrillators. All Security companies engaged by shopping centres are aware of the location of Defibrillators.  

 Q29/0615
COUNCIL TENANTS

QUESTION: Councillor D. Richardson
To ask the Chief Executive can he give a report on the council policy on present tenants regarding council tenants been asked to move to smaller accommodation if children move from the family home and only parents are left in the house SDCC are asking tenants to move to a smaller house or apartment?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council does not have a policy of requesting Tenants to downsize their dwelling where they have become over accommodated.  When Tenant's apply for a transfer to alternative accommodation their application is processed in accordance with the Council's Allocation Scheme and successful applicants are placed on the Transfer List for accommodation appropriate to their current family composition as below:-

	Single person or Couple (Certain 1-bed units may be  designated for older persons only)
	1-bed

	Lone Parent or Couple with 1 or 2 children of the same gender
	2-bed

	Lone Parent or Couple with 3 or 4 children or 2 children of opposite gender
	3-bed

	Lone Parent or Couple with 5 or more children
	4-bed


In some cases alternative size accommodation may be deemed necessary on medical grounds e.g. a couple requiring two bedroom accommodation.

At present there are 767 applications on list for a transfer to alternative accommodation, of these 19 are older persons (65 years+) who would downsize to one bedroom accommodation primarily from three bedroom accommodation.  The Council has older persons dwellings peppered throughout the County and specific complexes in Jobstown, Neilstown and Liscarne.  FOLD Approved Housing Body provides older persons dwellings in it's developments at Whitestown Way, Tallaght and Fortfield Road, Terenure, there are no current vacancies.  The Council nominates suitable candidates to Approved Housing Bodies when informed of vacancies in older person’s dwellings, among others.

The Council must also take cognisance of those older persons on the Housing List who are residing in private rented properties in the main, often shared accommodation.  A recent Ministerial Directive instructed at 50% of allocations must be to those with Homeless/Medical circumstances for a six month period up to 26th July 2015 at present the Council has two of the three vacant older persons dwellings designated to Homeless older persons.
Q30/0615
SCRAMBLERS 

 
QUESTION:Councillor F. Timmons


To ask the Chief Executive given that Scramblers and Quads are such a huge issue locally, Can SDCC look a campaign to promote safety and awareness? This campaign could be done in conjunction with the Garda Síochána and involve the Local Safety Forums.

REPLY:
Scramblers and Quads are motorised vehicles and as such are covered by the relevant regulations governing the use of such vehicles in a public place such as insurance, tax, licence plates, driver permits, driver training, rules of the road etc. The enforcement of these regulations is carried out by An Garda Síochána.

The Road Safe Authority is the agency tasked with managing road safety in Ireland and they have an ongoing programme of information and education campaigns promoting road safety and safer driving. 

The use of scramblers and quads in public parks and open spaces is strictly prohibited by the Council under the Parks and Open Spaces Bye-laws 2011.
Where such unauthorised use does arise, it should be reported in the first instance to An Garda Síochána as it the Council's experience that such activity involves the use of unlicensed, untaxed and uninsured vehicles being driven by persons without appropriate driver permits.

The matter will be referred to the Joint Policing Committee for further consideration.  

Q31/0615 
REGISTER OF ELECTORS 


QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive to look into a campaign to get people to register to vote in advance of next General Election and to ask that he pass on my thanks to the Voter registration department for there huge efforts and work pre the recent referendum's. Also to ask for a report on how many registered pre referendums and how many missed the deadline.

REPLY:
The Council carried out significant Voter Registration Drives leading up to the Referendums. These included a drive in IT Tallaght with the Mayor and in Killinarden Community Centre and with Foroige as well and timely advertisements ”Your Right to Vote" placed in all Local Newspapers. The Council also in collaboration with "ACT "Active Citizens Together and the Social Inclusion Unit will continue to actively engage in campaigns to increase participation in the democratic process. In relation to the no’s who registered in the Supplement to the Register of Electors there were 2,634 electors. There were 282 late Applications forms received to go on the Supplement. These are now being added to the Draft Register to enable those applicants to vote in the next Election.
Q32/0615 
TALLAGHT CROSS


QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for an update report on the new 65 accommodation units at Tallaght Cross? Have all these been allocated? How many Families are in hotels? How many families are still seeking accommodation?  What other plans are in the pipeline? When will additional accommodation become available?

REPLY:
These units situated at Tallaght Cross will be managed by Tuath AHB.  Nominations, from which offers of temporary accommodation will be made to 65 homeless families currently residing in Hotel and B&B accommodation across the city, have been made to Tuath AHB.  Tuath AHB are currently interviewing and discussing the facilities with the nominated families. 

Nominations are firstly made in line with those homeless persons in accordance with criteria outlined in the Ministerial's Directive issued on the 27th January 2015 and qualify for the HAP scheme which has been extended to the Dublin City region as a pilot specifically aimed at homeless households.

Further nominations will then be made from the 95 families on South Dublin Council list of homeless families and who are currently in Hotels and B&B accommodation through out the Region.  If needs be any other nominations will be from the further 30 families currently "imminently at risk" of homelessness in the County.

The accommodation at Tallaght Cross is aimed to lessen the burdens currently being experienced by families, by locating them in Tallaght closer to schools and local communities.  They are fully serviced apartment units with cooking and laundry facilities. Focus Ireland Team of Key workers and Accommodation Finders will be working closely with families to seek suitable accommodation under the HAP Scheme.  Interviews of 40 families have been completed this week however no offers will be made until conclusion of this process.

In the longer term, the Governments “Social Housing Strategy 2020 – Support, Supply and Reform” was published late November 2014. The Programme envisages both new-build housing and a flexible range of supports to the private rental sector and the social housing sector. Nationally the Programme aspires to the construction of 35,000 new houses to address social housing need.

In a letter dated the 17th of April 2015 the DECLG set out a target for South Dublin County Council to deliver 1445 Social housing Units for the period 2015-2017. The targets were set under a combination of Capital and Current expenditure programmes. The Provisional Capital Allocation to support this target is €64.7m.

Also, this week a marketing campaign has been launched to encourage landlords to consider leasing their properties to Local Authorities.
 H5/0615
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was noted that there was NO business under this Headed Item 









H6a)/0615   
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES -  DISPOSAL OF FREEHOLD INTEREST IN PLOT OF LAND ADJACENT 8A RIVERSIDE COTTAGES, TEMPLEOGUE, DUBLIN 6

The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development and was AGREED: 
“House owners Michael & Carolyn Fagan obtained possessory title to lands adjacent to their dwelling at 8A Riverside Cottages, Templeogue, Dublin 6W in a judgment delivered by the Circuit Court in 2009.  It later emerged that they incorporated an additional area of Council owned land within their boundary over and above that awarded to them under the Circuit Court proceedings.  In order to regularise the boundary, the house owners have now applied to purchase this additional plot of land.

The matter was referred to the Council’s Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicants.

Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council disposes of its freehold interest in an area of land measuring 0.02 hectares or thereabouts adjacent to 8A Riverside Cottages, Templeogue, Dublin 6W as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/02/15 to the respective houseowners , Michael & Carolyn Fagan, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.

1. That the subject plot comprises an area of 0.2 hectares or thereabouts and is shown outlined in red on attached Drawing No. LA/02/15.


2. That the Council disposes of the subject plot for the consideration of €6,100 (six thousand one hundred euro) plus VAT (if applicable).


3. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.


4. That the Applicants hold the freehold or equivalent interest in 8A Riverside Cottages.


5. That the Applicants will incorporate the area into their existing garden and any boundary feature constructed shall be in accordance with the Planning & Development and the Building Control legislation.


6. That the Applicants shall pay Valuer’s fees of €250 (two hundred and fifty euro) plus VAT.

7. That the Applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees.


8. That the Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

9. That no contract enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged.

10. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.
The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 

D. McLoughlin 

____________
Chief Executive”
H6b)/0615  
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES -   DISPOSAL OF ESB SUBSTATION AT SCOIL IOSA, BALROTHERY, TYMON NORTH., TALLAGHT, D. 24

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin Director of Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development and was AGREED: 
“An application was received from the Electricity Supply Board, Clanwilliam House, Clanwilliam Place, Dublin 2 to regularise title to an existing sub-station site at Tymon North Road, adj Scoil Iosa , Tymon North, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  The sub-station site is registered to the ownership of the Council but is physically enclosed within the school site by a palisade fence.  

This item was previously presented to the members of the Council on 8th February 2010.  However a disposal resolution was not agreed at this time as a member raised a query in respect of payment of charges between Scoil Iosa and the ESB. These charges and any other such charges are not a matter for the Council.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of its interest in the sub- station site as shown shaded in blue on Indicative Drawing No. LA/01/10, to the Electricity Supply Board in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions.

1. That the Council dispose of its interest in the subject plot for the consideration of €1 (one euro)


2. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title.


3. That the ESB shall pay a contribution in respect of the Council’s legal fees.


The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from M. Waterman in 1975 for housing and open space purposes. 

Chief Executive”
H6c)/0516   
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY &SITES -  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF TWO TELECOMMUNICATION DUCTS AT GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development and were AGREED:

“The Council at its meeting held on 09th July, 2007 noted the disposal of 18.9 acres or

thereabouts at Grange Castle Business Park to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited

subject to certain terms and conditions, Minute no. C/0281/07 refers. Development works on these lands has been completed.

The Council at its meeting held on 11th February, 2013 noted the disposal of a further 7.26 acres (2.94ha) or thereabouts to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited subject to certain terms and conditions.  Minute H7b)/0213 refers.  Development works on these lands has been completed.

The Council at its meeting held on 13th May, 2013 noted the disposal of a further 112.52 acres or thereabouts to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited subject to certain terms and conditions.  Minute H7e)/0513 refers. Development works on a portion of these lands is nearing completion.

The Council at its meeting held on 13th October, 2008 noted the disposal of a loop of telecommunications ducting to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited subject to certain terms and conditions.  Minute C/0422/08 refers.  

Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited has now applied for a lease in respect of a further 2 loops of telecommunications ducting.  In all the Council has provided and installed 8 no. separate loops of ducting in the park, 4 no. of which are occupied, leaving a balance of 4 no.

I recommend that the Council grant a lease to Microsoft Ireland Operations Limited, 70 Sir John Rogerson Quay, Dublin 2 in respect of 2 no. underground telecommunication ducts at Grange Castle Business Park, Dublin 22 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions:-

1.
To use the two ducts (which shall be identified and shown on a drawing) for the transmission and reception of telecommunications signals including digital data and impulse signals through fibre optic and other telecommunications cabling (excluding cable containing copper) and for no other purpose whatsoever.

2.
Each loop of ducts comprise of a set of two ducts on each side of the Access Road (as defined in the Lease) including all chambers, manholes, junctions chambers and covers but excluding surrounding soil or the surface, except where the cover of a chamber or junction chamber is on and includes the surface,

3.
Prior to completion of the sale, the Council shall be liable for the cost of proofing both loops of ducting, and the repair and reinstatement of the ducting as may be required.

4.
The lease shall be for a term of 999 years subject to payment of a Capital Premium of €433,200.00 per duct.  The Council will consider if requested, the question of phased payments.

5.
The rent reserved in the Lease shall be €100 per annum reviewable every 5 years by reference to the Consumer Price Index.

6.
In the event of consent being granted to a change of use of the Ducts the Lessee shall pay €150 per metre increased by reference to the Consumer Price Index or the open market value of the Ducts at the date of application for consent whichever is the greater.  In the event of dispute the matter will be referred to an independent professional Valuer nominated by the President of the Irish Auctioneers and Valuer’s Institute and his determination shall be final and binding.  For the avoidance of doubt the upgrading of any cabling within the Duct from time to time throughout the term of the Lease to its most technologically advanced equivalent shall not constitute a change of use.

7.
Any breach in the terms of the Lease not remedied within sixty days of the service of notice or in the event of liquidation or receivership of the Company, the Council shall be entitled to terminate the Lease by written notice.

8.
Where such opening up is necessary, the Lessee shall obtain the prior written consent of the Council to the opening up of the grounds above the Duct, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, for the purpose of repairing, renewing, maintaining, inspecting or replacing the ducts.

9.
Reinstatement works shall be carried out in accordance with the guidelines for opening, backfilling and reinstatement of trenches in public roads as published by the Department of the Environment and Local Government in, April 2002 or as amended from time to time.

10.
The Council reserves the right, at its expense, to alter or vary the route of the duct or any part thereof, for the purpose of facilitating any present or future development of the Park subject to the terms of the Lease.

11.
The Lessee shall furnish on demand:-

(i) A statement listing any alterations and/or additions to the services in the ducts.

(ii) Copy of current licence for the use of the Ducts/Services provided through them from the Minister for Communications, Marine and National Resources or other regulatory authority and satisfactory evidence that all fees have been paid up to date.

(iii) Furnish annually site maps and as built drawings detailing new extensions to the existing infrastructure including drop connection routes.

12.
The Lessee is to ensure that all parts of the Ducts including the chambers, manholes and covers are permanently and securely covered with covers of sufficient design and strength to withstand the weight of such vehicular, pedestrian and other traffic that may be reasonably expected to pass over them.

13.
The Lessee shall not assign, transfer, mortgage or share the possession or occupation of the ducts or any part thereof (“a transfer”) without the prior written consent of the Council, which consent shall not be reasonably withheld, but which consent shall not be required for a transfer to an occupier, sub-tenant or assignee of the Lessee’s site.

14.
The Lessee shall acknowledge that it shall be reasonable for the Council to withhold its consent under term 12 if the Council has spare capacity in any services ducts in the Park other than in the circumstances described in term 12.

15.
To keep the ducts insured with a reputable insurer against any loss or damage in a sum sufficient to cover the full cost of reinstating the ducts including architects fees, site clearance cost, allowances for cost and price inflation, VAT, stamp duties and all other incidental expenses in connection with the rebuilding of the ducts.

16.
To indemnify and keep indemnified the Council against all and any expenses, costs, claims, demands, damages and other liabilities, in respect of any claim made out of the occupation of the Council’s lands or the failure by the Lessee to comply with its obligations.  The minimum limit of indemnity required is €10 (Ten Million Euros) for any single event.

17.
At all times during the occupation of the Council’s lands the Lessee shall comply with all statutory requirements and enactments and execute at its own expense any works or arrangements that may be required.

18.
Each party shall be responsible for its own legal costs in this matter.

19.
The Lease Agreement shall contain other terms and conditions as are deemed appropriate by the County Solicitor in Leases of this nature.

20.
No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The Ducts being disposed are in the lands acquired from Bernard Murphy in 1
980 for

industrial housing and open space purposes, Thomas Beattie in 1978 for housing purposes, Alfred Beattie in 1997, Mary T Blaney in 1997, Elizabeth Beattie in 1997,

Mervyn Eager in 1999, Robert Beattie in 2000 and Richard J Beattie in 2003 for future development purposes.

__________________

Daniel McLoughlin

Chief Executive”
The proposed disposals were AGREED
H7/0615
MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORTS
The following reports by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, were presented by Mr. D. McLoughlin, and were CONSIDERED:
MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORTS – FINANCE REPORT 
Billing and Collection Statement

[image: image1.emf] Income Sources 2015 

 Billed Arrears 

@ 31 Dec 2014 

 Adopted 

Budget 2015 

 Billed to 

28th May 2015 

 Rec'ts/Credits 

to 28th May 

2015 

 GL Arrears               

@ 28th May 

2015 

 % of Budget 

Income 

Achieved 

Via Billing Systems

Commercial Rates  €30,287,564 €123,006,600 €123,063,923 €40,739,229 €112,612,258 100%

Entry Year Property Levy (PEL) €227,065 €119,000 €250,607 €102,518 €375,154 211%

Housing Rents  €7,278,318 €19,340,000 €7,602,661 €7,878,932 €7,002,048 39%

Housing RAS Rents  €530,628 €2,500,000 €919,184 €912,642 €537,170 37%

Via Cash Systems

NPPR Charge n/a €300,000 n/a €300,840 €0 100%

Planning Fees n/a €580,000 n/a €173,876 €0 30%

Fire Certificates n/a €140,000 n/a €101,374 €0 72%

Parking Fees n/a €600,000 n/a €126,577 €0 21%

€38,323,575 €146,585,600 €131,836,375 €50,335,988 €120,526,630

Irish Water Jan to April 2015 €179,996 €8,941,200 €3,107,166 €3,522,872 -€235,710 35%


[image: image2.emf]Category

Numbers Amounts % of Accounts

Year Bal O/S Year Bal O/S

Accounts not in Arrears

4,544           -€1,108,547

42% 2015 €89,131,539 79% 2015 €220,913 57%

0-12 weeks 2,597            

€504,720

24% 2014 €12,399,566 11% 2014 €16,620 20%

13-18 weeks 546                

€386,684

5% 2013 €5,185,105 5% 2013 €0 11%

19-24 weeks 400                

€387,302

4% 2012 €2,647,429 2% 2012 €75,686 6%

25-52 weeks 1,149            

€1,895,069

11% 2011 €1,594,230 1% 2011 €48,259 3%

1 - 2 years 748                

€2,425,545

7% 2010 €981,977 1% 2010 €2,280 1%

Greater then 2 years 786                 €2,511,275 7% Pre 2010 €672,411 1% Pre 2010 €11,396 1%

Totals 10,770         7,002,048   

100% €112,612,259 100% €375,153 100%

Average Rent 42.12

 Rents Aged Debt   Rates Aged Debt   PEL Aged Debt 


Use of overdraft facility
Approved overdraft facility = €13,000,000
No of days in Overdraft from 1st January to 29th May = 1

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT STRATEGIES 

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT STATISTICS 
	Corporate Performance and Change Management
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Statistic Name
	Jan-15
	Feb-15
	Mar-15
	Apr-15

	Customer Contacts processed through CMS
	5765
	6275
	5581
	7968

	Average CMS response time
	6.08
	4.92
	4
	6.8

	Members reps processed
	613
	807
	671
	652

	Members reps Av. Response time (days)
	7.2
	5.2
	6.9
	7.3

	Telephone calls answered
	12394
	13170
	11966
	17059

	Answered within 20 seconds (%)
	95.4
	94.5
	88.9
	87.3

	Media queries responded to
	48
	39
	55
	53

	Fix your street queries responded to
	276
	319
	344
	461

	Web pages opened
	222652
	240781
	229595
	304646

	Social media followers
	10732
	10952
	11092
	11347

	Staff employed - WTE
	1168
	1178
	1174
	1171

	Apprenticeships/graduates
	0
	0
	0
	0

	No. of Gateway participants
	108
	116
	143
	153

	% of Gateway participants allocated
	50
	53
	67
	71

	No. of CE participants
	100
	100
	93
	95

	% of CE participants allocated
	79
	79
	74
	75

	Training programme - No of participants
	4
	171
	170
	61

	
	
	
	
	

	Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Statistic Name
	Jan-15
	Feb-15
	Mar-15
	Apr-15

	LEO - jobs supported
	8
	15
	4
	15

	LEO - projects approved
	6
	10
	1
	1

	LEO - training participants
	0
	68
	36
	35

	LEO - mentoring sessions
	42
	89
	41
	31

	Business support grants spend
	373000
	211085
	0
	0

	Business support grant spend (projects)
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Business initiative with Chamber meetings held
	3
	14
	6
	3

	Shopfront grants paid
	1213
	1000
	0
	0

	Grange Castle jobs sustained
	2500
	2500
	2500
	2500

	Library - visitors actual
	78266
	146666
	143380
	93288

	Library - visitors online
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	60839

	Library - items borrowed
	14450
	112009
	104487
	108614

	Library - computer sessions
	2850
	19024
	18892
	20142

	Libraries - events hosted
	358
	429
	552
	509

	Library wi-fi users
	2850
	4760
	4312
	4626

	Arts grants paid
	2
	3
	0
	0

	Arts events hosted
	1
	0
	1
	3

	Visitors civic theatre
	22630
	18750
	12152
	15498

	Visitors Rua Red
	10577
	11812
	12304
	16027

	
	
	
	
	

	Environment, Water & Climate Change
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Statistic Name
	Jan-15
	Feb-15
	Mar-15
	Apr-15

	Grass cut - acres
	 
	5
	39.77
	418.74

	Trees inspected
	53
	139
	70
	90

	Trees pruned
	36
	88
	228
	109

	Trees removed
	65
	124
	94
	74

	Trees planted
	25
	0
	36
	26

	No. of stumps removed
	92
	59
	35
	41

	No. of locations of hedge cuts
	25
	42
	23
	2

	Hectares of park land maintained
	1700
	1750
	1750
	1,750

	No of allotments provided
	433
	433
	433
	433

	Playing pitches provided/Maintained
	162
	163
	163
	163

	Playgrounds provided/maintained
	17
	24
	24
	24

	Tonnage of waste collected - street bins
	29.9
	24.92
	21.45
	30.2

	Tonnage of waste collected - litter/illegal dumping
	184.6
	172.92
	211.68
	291.69

	Tonnage of waste collected - road sweeping/gullies
	346.16
	506.39
	367.74
	400.54

	No. of bring banks provided
	74
	74
	74
	74

	No. of recycling centres
	2
	2
	2
	2

	No. of green flag schools
	96
	96
	96
	96

	Km. of roads swept weekly
	753
	931
	886
	975

	Derelict site/Dangerous building inspections
	21
	37
	14
	23

	No. of sites on derelict sites register
	5
	9
	9
	10

	No. of environment inspections
	236
	380
	260
	311

	Environment enforcement procedures commenced
	12
	27
	14
	32

	Environment enforcement - cases closed
	0
	9
	38
	10

	Litter byelaws - fines issued
	49
	39
	45
	46

	Litter byelaws - court appearances
	9
	12
	2
	19

	Litter Byelaws - cases closed
	307
	305
	186
	176

	Total number of waste permits in force
	32
	33
	40
	40

	No. of waste enforcement notices issued
	3
	47
	29
	20

	Water Quality (%)
	100
	99.7
	99.7
	99.35

	% of unaccounted for water
	18.35
	19.64
	18.5
	17.58

	Water maintenance repairs completed
	52
	65
	50
	51

	Water pollution incidents dealt with
	1
	5
	6
	7

	No. of dogs impounded
	63
	61
	75
	69

	Number of dog licences in force
	9394
	9725
	9634
	9577

	DFB fire incidents mobilised
	121
	144
	116
	152

	DFB Ambulance incidents mobilised
	1075
	1032
	931
	1034

	Number of horses impounded
	30
	17
	14
	14

	
	
	
	
	

	Housing, Social & Community Development
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Statistic Name
	Jan-15
	Feb-15
	Mar-15
	Apr-15

	Total housing stock
	8999
	8999
	8999
	8999

	Construction starts
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Construction completions
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Total housing needs assessed
	8593
	8624
	8629
	8675

	Allocations - Homeless/Other
	23
	51
	22
	9

	No. of voids
	38
	33
	31
	31

	Time taken to re-let dwellings (weeks)
	8.68
	10.01
	11
	11.74

	Total RAS units
	1490
	1494
	1493
	1554

	Total HAP units
	26
	49
	53
	68

	Total units leased
	405
	564
	554
	557

	No. of housing grants approved
	12
	23
	23
	11

	Housing Maintenance requests received
	1924
	3509
	1604
	1482

	Housing Maintenance requests completed
	1578
	2601
	900
	885

	Planned Maintenance - units completed
	0
	8
	18
	8

	Total PPN registrations
	204
	204
	17
	3

	No. of community grants issued
	0
	0
	0
	0

	No. of sports programmes
	183
	195
	27
	252

	No. of sports programme participants
	8842
	14057
	10909
	14334

	No. of community events
	1
	2
	1
	14

	No. of community event participants
	120
	2620
	2500
	25612

	Visitors to leisure facilities
	35923
	108443
	48277
	52227

	Visitors to Community halls
	 
	 
	 
	 

	PRTB inspections
	8
	117
	138
	94

	PRTB called no access
	2
	60
	79
	104

	BER inspections
	21
	17
	12
	16

	BER Certs published
	19
	4
	12
	16

	Mechanical Inspections
	41
	91
	184
	179

	Energy upgrades completed
	29
	47
	50
	42

	Electrical inspections completed
	155
	315
	186
	200

	No of anti-social incidents reported
	56
	126
	74
	62

	No of actions taken in response to reports
	486
	1097
	638
	463

	JPC and Policing Fora meetings held
	2
	3
	1
	0

	No of Local Festivals supported
	0
	0
	0
	6

	
	
	
	
	

	Land Use Planning & Transportation
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Statistic Name
	Jan-15
	Feb-15
	Mar-15
	Apr-15

	Planning applications received - new housing
	17
	12
	9
	12

	Planning applications received - new housing (units)
	 
	547
	139
	46

	Planning granted new houses - applications
	6
	6
	13
	9

	Planning granted new houses - applications (units)
	29
	13
	176
	521

	Planning applications housing - applications
	2
	 
	9
	12

	Planning applications housing - applications (units)
	5
	 
	139
	46

	Planning Refused - no of houses
	0
	0
	4
	31

	Planning applications - other
	51
	34
	25
	64

	Planning other - no granted
	28
	38
	46
	31

	Planning other - no. refused
	1
	4
	1
	4

	Additional information requests - all classes
	9
	12
	10
	11

	% decisions upheld by ABP
	66
	60
	66
	75

	Pre planning meetings held
	24
	25
	22
	21

	Planning enforcements initiated
	6
	9
	11
	19

	Enforcement files closed
	8
	4
	8
	12

	Building control inspections
	43
	25
	17
	17

	Commencement notices received
	22
	29
	22
	31

	TIC requests received
	0
	1
	1
	0

	TIC completions
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Area of footpath repaired in m2
	 
	 
	1494
	2787

	Area of road repaired in m2
	 
	 
	385
	12501

	No of public lights in charge
	29269
	29269
	29269
	29269

	No of public lights repaired
	562
	608
	542
	517

	Traffic lights repaired
	67
	82
	66
	66

	% of Dodder Valley Greenway completed (annual)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Children participating in cycling initiatives (quarterly)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	KM of cycleway completed (quarterly)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Value of Village improvements (quarterly)
	 
	 
	 
	 


The reports were NOTED






   
H8/0615
PART 8s –IMPROVEMENT WORKS 20 UNITS DROMCARA
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman Director of Housing, Community & Social Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 outlines the requirements with respect to certain classes of developments for, on behalf of, or in partnership with Local Authorities. 
These regulations apply to the proposed construction of houses

The original plan for the development  was for a 20 unit infill housing project on undeveloped lands located on two sites off Dromcarra Avenue and the intersection with Kilclare Crescent, Kilclare Gardens, and Dromcarra Grove, Jobstown, Tallaght, Dublin 24 comprising:

12 no. 3 bedroom/4 person units

6   no. 3 bedroom/ 5 person units 

2   no. 4 bedroom/ 6 person units

The proposal is illustrated in the accompanying drawings:

Part 8 Sheet 01
Part 8 Sheet 02
Part 8 Sheet 03
Part 8 Sheet 04
An outline of the proposals was presented to the Tallaght Area Committee Members in January 2015. It was also included in the report to the Council Meeting in March 2015 setting out proposals for Social Housing units for the period 2015 to 2017 in line with the Housing strategy as set out in the Governments “Social Housing Strategy 2020 – Support, Supply and Reform” published in late November 2014. The Programme envisages both new-build housing and a flexible range of supports to the private rental sector and the social housing sector. Nationally the Programme aspires to the construction of 35,000 new houses to address social housing need. The Councils target for 2015 - 2017 is 1,445 of which 350 units will be through capital projects including direct build, CAS projects, acquisitions and Part V.

A notice Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2012in accordance with  was published on the 12th of March 2015 in the Tallaght Echo.

Plans and particulars of the development were made available for inspection by the public for a period of six weeks from Thursday 12th March 2015 to 23rd of April 2015 and a further period of two weeks until 7th May 2015 was made available for the making of written submissions and observations to the Council in relation to the matter. Four notices were erected on site on the same day all of which placed at prominent locations facing the site.

Officials from the Housing Department and the Architects Department met with representatives of the Jobstown Estate Management residents group and Councillors from the Tallaght South area on the 17th of April 2015 to discuss in more detail the plans outlined in the proposed development at this site. A number of issues were raised by the residents which South Dublin County Council officials took on board and committed to revisit the proposed plans. The main issues raised at this meeting were:

· To change the layout of proposed scheme so it would  line up with the existing terrace groups

· To reduce the number (density) of the units 

· Not to have a 2 plus storey building in this development

· Not to remove the memorial plaque currently at the site location

· To consider the inclusion of a courtyard space

· To reduce the loss of green space for Dromcarra and Kilclare

· Not to have 4 bedroom dwellings

· To reduce the amount of overlooking on certain properties

Following this consultation the Architects Department revised the plans and addressed the following issues:

· Reduction of the proposed units from 20 to 14

· Removing 2 plus storey housing from the development

· The green space at Kilclare Green will be enhanced with trees as well as keeping connection with current green spaces in the area

· The houses will be re-orientated to line up with existing terrace groups

· The memorial will not be affected by the revised plans

· No four bedroom dwellings will be included in the proposed scheme.

· Adequate car spaces will be provided which are in excess of current planning regulation requirements

· The level of perceived overlooking will be significantly reduced.

These revised plans were presented at a second meeting with the Jobstown Estate Management representatives and Tallaght South Councillors on the 26th of May 2015, for their consideration.

The revised proposal is illustrated in the accompanying drawings:

A number of submissions were received from various parties, some of the submissions were based on a common template and we have grouped these submissions together for ease of references purposes

· Residents Observations Template1   

· Residents Observations Template 2 (Part A, Part B).Three variations of the same letter signed by residents

· Petition signed by local residents
· Individual Family objections
· Submission from Crann Trees for Ireland 

· Submission from Councillor Brian Leech 

The issues raised in the submissions can be summarised and responded to as follows:

Loss of amenity, green space, public walkways and play space for the children

The proposal for the housing infill includes a greatly reduced density of development / housing than was originally proposed - with a landscaped green space with planting accessible to both existing and proposed housing. 

Density too high and design of proposed units different to existing dwellings 
The proposed density has been reduced from 20 to 14 in the revised plans prepared by the Architects Department. 

Building to take place at site of existing memorial

This issue has been addressed in the revised plans and no building is proposed on the site of memorial.
Increased traffic, noise pollution due to infill development

The proposal is for the construction of 14 houses and it is not envisaged that traffic will become an issue and speeds will be addressed in the design of the new street to ensure the plan complies with the requirements of the Department of Transport Manual for Streets.

The extra dwellings from the proposed infill could increase the possibility of subsidence, flooding and drainage problems

Under the initial feasibility study the Architects department reviewed the site under criteria of –

· Size 

· Accessibility 

· Utility constraints and buried pipe work 

· Flooding history 

· Impact on adjoining community 

· Overall suitability 

· Drainage

Based on this study we do not believe that the proposed infill could increase the possibility of subsidence, flooding and drainage problems. 

Health and safety concerns particularly during construction process
A Health and Safety Plan will be operational for all construction and this will include provision for additional traffic and site management.

Increase population, may increase anti-social behaviour and possible disruption to the existing community

The various sections of the Housing Department will work closely with all tenants to ensure that they meet their responsibilities as a tenant of the Council and that they actively contribute and respect the environment that they live in.

Possible loss of Mountain View, privacy and overshadowing caused by proposed infill 

The revised plan for the scheme which has reduced the density of the units and the layout alterations should substantially address this issue.

Loss of value to current properties

Infill Social Housing Schemes such as the one proposed for Dromcarra will be carefully designed to ensure they do not impinge negatively on the physical or social environment of existing / adjoining residents.  All areas used for construction will be fully reinstated to the satisfaction of the Environment Services Department.
Housing families of existing residents in proposed properties 

Allocation of these units will be made in accordance with the Council's Allocation Scheme. 

Sufficient Social Housing in the area already

There are currently 8,793 applicants on the housing list and 5,070 of these are seeking accommodation North of the Naas Road. Therefore there is an essential need for additional Social housing in this area.

Site notices not displayed properly

The site notices were displayed at prominent locations on the proposed sites but were taken down repeatedly by parties unknown. The Council reinstated these notices on numerous occasions but each time the notices were removed again. It should be noted that all advertised information, maps and drawings in relation to the proposed infill development at Dromcarra were available on our website 24 hours a day seven days a week.  The number of submissions received by residents is indicative of the high level of awareness of the proposed development.

Lack of consultation with local residents

· An outline of the proposals was presented and discussed with the Tallaght Area Committee in January 2015.

· A report was also presented to the Council Meeting in March 2015. 

· The public consultation process under Part 8 has afforded members of the community the opportunity to make submissions and observation in relation to the proposed infill scheme. All of these submissions have been considered in the context of the proper planning and development of the local area and responded to in the body of this report. 

· Council officials also met with the estate representatives and local Councillors on two separate occasions.

· The first meeting was held to discuss the initial proposals.

· The second meeting was held to discuss the revised proposed plans.
It must be acknowledged that the residents actively engaged in the meeting process making a number of observations on the proposals and which helped the Council greatly in developing the revised plans.
Reduction of off street parking 

The proposed infill scheme will provide car parking spaces in excess of current planning regulation requirements.

Blocking of air vents on extension of existing property

This is no longer applicable under revised plans for proposed scheme 

The reduction in green spaces has caused concern for residents in relation to possible affects on standard of living, loss of environment education opportunities & loss of natural habitat for birds insects etc.

There are still a number of green spaces in the area (Click here to view map) and therefore are a number of areas that supply a natural habitat for birds, insects and an ideal environment for education in this area. It would be the Council’s hope that the proposed scheme would improve the standard of living in the area. 

Boundary wall will need to be heightened

No boundary walls will be altered or adjusted without prior notice to residents.

The overall standard of Design & Quality of the units 

The scheme will be built to current building regulation standards.
Submissions were received regarding the status of the Dromcarra Site

An extract from the Development Plan 2010-2016 shows that the area is zoned ‘to protect and /or improve residential amenity’. The proposed development falls within the designated zoning. The site has been identified under the criteria of Policy H6 as a site suitable for infill development.

County Architects Report 

As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is recommended that the development proceed as published.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. King, N. Coules, B. Leech, M. Genocky, D. Richardson, and Cllr L. Dunne  
Mr B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development responded to the Members queries. The report was proposed by Cllr C. King seconded by Cllr L. Dunne and AGREED.
H9/0615
VILLAGE WORKS PROGRAMME

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented Mr. E. Conroy, County Architect., Architectural Services Dept, and was CONSIDERED:
“IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMME OF VILLAGE INITIATIVE
The early phases of the Village initiative centred on a detailed collation of maps, existing policy documents and reports.  The multi-disciplinary survey work on the ground identified strengths, weaknesses and opportunities at each village.  A de-cluttering programme then removed unnecessary or out-dated signage, poles, telephone boxes and bollards.   (This programme continues to be implemented – most recently in Clondalkin.)   Community Consultation followed and designs were developed for projects in each village.  

The schedule below and attached chart shows the roll-out of Part 8 Consultation and, subject to approval, construction phase.  The projects are being delivered in an overall programme designed to show progress across the 9 villages identified.  In the interests of not disrupting business or impacting negatively on communities, it is not proposed to work on-site on all the villages at the same time and to roll out the programme on a phased basis.

The sequence of progress set out below relates to a number of factors – scale of works involved, stage of Community buy-in, agreements with owners and stakeholders and implementation opportunities.  The roll-out also optimises the design, Tender preparation and on-site supervision capacity of the Architectural & Engineering team involved.

A.
PALMERSTOWN 
· Part 8 - 
Works below threshold
· Tender - 
Contractor appointed and on site
· On Site - 
Works will be completed mid June 2015.
B. RATHCOOLE

· Part 8 - Approved by Council April 2015
· Tender - Tender will issue July 2015
· On Site - Works will commence end August 2015( approx. 20 weeks)
C. NEWCASTLE

· Part 8 - Works below threshold

· Tender - Tender will issue October 2015

· On Site - Works will commence November 2015( approx. 10 weeks)
D. LUCAN

· Part 8 – Before Council June 2015


· Tender – Tender will issue January 2016
· On Site – Works will commence March 2016( approx. 24 weeks)             
 

E. TALLAGHT

· Part 8 –   Approved by Council May 2015
· Tender – Tender will issue March 2016
· On Site – Works will commence May 2016( approx. 20 weeks) 
F. RATHFARNHAM

· Part 8 -  Presented to Council June 2015

· Tender – Tender will issue May 2016
· On Site – Works will commence July 2016( approx. 24 weeks)
G. SAGGART

· Part 8 - Will be presented to Council July 2015

· Tender -Tender will issue July 2016

· On Site -Works will commence September 2016( approx. 12 weeks)

H. TEMPLEOGUE
· Part 8 – Will commence display July 2015

· Tender -  Tender will issue September 2016

· On Site -  Works will commence October 2016 ( approx.20 weeks)

Dates may be moved forward depending on resources or progress on other capital projects.  The sequence of projects will not alter, however.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors L. O’ Toole,  P. Gogarty, D. O’Brien, C. Brophy and W. Lavelle.

Mr E. Conroy, County Architect, responded to the Members queries and the report was AGREED.
H10/0615
REPORT ON SPORTS PAVILIONS

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented Ms. T. Walsh Director of Environment, Water & Climate Change and was CONSIDERED:
 Draft Pavilions Programme
Presentation
Contributions were received from Councillors W. Lavelle, E. O’ Broin, C. King, D. Looney, and P. Gogarty.
The report was NOTED and AGREED







     
CORRESPONDANCE (for noting )



 MINISTERIAL
Co1/0615
Letter from Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform, Ms Frances Fitzgerald TD, in response to motion passed re Garda Resources. (M02/0415).

 MINISTERIAL
Co2/0615
Letter dated 21/04/2015 from Department of Social Protection in response to SDCC’s motion passed in relation to Respite Care Grant (M11/1214).
Co3/0615
Letter from Kerry County Council re: Levying of rates on private childcare providers

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/0615
DUBLIN BUS

It was proposed by Councillor L. O’Toole:
“Following my motion Reference 41531 (That this Council liaise with Dublin Bus to report on measures / plans are being made in relation to the provision of a bus route along the Outer Ring Road which would connect Lucan (village) to Tallaght (village) via Clondalkin (village) and vice versa, making full use of this infrastructure.) That this council requests an update from the Chief Executive and also asks that Dublin Bus are invited to discuss this proposal with the Council”.
An amendment was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle and seconded by Councillor G. O’ Connell and AGREED to include the words “and the National Transport Authority” to be inserted after Dublin Bus in the last sentence as follows:
“Following my motion Reference 41531 (That this Council liaise with Dublin Bus to report on measures / plans are being made in relation to the provision of a bus route along the Outer Ring Road which would connect Lucan (village) to Tallaght (village) via Clondalkin (village) and vice versa, making full use of this infrastructure.) That this council requests an update from the Chief Executive and also asks that Dublin Bus and the National Transport Authority are invited to discuss this proposal with the Council”.
REPORT:
Correspondence has been received from Dublin Bus in which they state that there is a service in place between Clondalkin Village and Tallaght Hospital.

If the motion is adopted Dublin Bus will be invited to discuss the contents of the motion.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors L. O’Toole, W. Lavelle, F. Timmons and  C. Brophy
The Motion was AGREED

 M2/0615
DIRECT PROVISION
It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor G O’Connell: 

“That this council condemns the system known as Direct provision and calls for the Direct provision system to be scrapped and a new procedure based on a Human rights approach be put in place and that an apology is given to the people that have been subjected to this system”.
REPORT:
If the motion is passed it will be brought to the attention of Minister Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, Minister for State at the Department of Justice and Equality, and Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, with special responsibility for Equality, New Communities and Culture.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, Cllr E. O Broin, K. Mahon and P. Gogarty.
Mr. B. Coman Director of Housing, Social & Community Development responded to the queries raised by the Members.
The Motion was AGREED
M380615
ENERGY EFFICENCY 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty: 

“That this Council sets as an objective a programme of self-sufficiency in energy generation, to match its planned improvements in energy efficiency by identifying sites for the production of renewable wind energy for Council use and in particular to emulate and improve upon efforts made by Tipperary County Council (http://tea.ie/projects/tipperary-county-council-solar-pv-2014/) in developing photovoltaic technologies on its buildings and as a result reducing its energy consumption by 171,000 kWh annually, or 11% across all installed buildings, for a co-grant funded investment of €326,850, with an estimated payback of just seven years”. 
An Amendment was proposed by Cllr E. O’Broin and seconded by Cllr J. Graham and AGREED that the words “and other” be inserted after the word “photovoltaic” and before “technologies” as follows:
“That this Council sets as an objective a programme of self-sufficiency in energy generation, to match its planned improvements in energy efficiency by identifying sites for the production of renewable wind energy for Council use and in particular to emulate and improve upon efforts made by Tipperary County Council (http://tea.ie/projects/tipperary-county-council-solar-pv-2014/) in developing photovoltaic and other technologies on its buildings and as a result reducing its energy consumption by 171,000 kWh annually, or 11% across all installed buildings, for a co-grant funded investment of €326,850, with an estimated payback of just seven years.” 

REPORT:
South Dublin County Council is a signatory of the Covenant of Mayors, a group of municipalities committed to meet and exceed EU 2020 targets for Carbon Reduction; in our case this will be a reduction of 30% by 2020. Under the Covenant, South Dublin Council produced a Sustainable Energy Action Plan for the County as a whole. In conjunction with City of Dublin Energy Management Agency, a number of wide-ranging energy measures and programmes are being rolled out. To date these have centered on energy measurement to establish baseline information and energy efficiency measures including energy upgrade works to Council housing stock and civic buildings. South Dublin Council is preparing a draft Horizon 20-20 Project centering on the Tallaght Smart Cluster and to involve a number of renewable technologies including a number of photo-voltaic solar arrays at County Hall  . The Council has bid for the 2015 Better Energy Community grant programme from SEAI which will also include renewable energy technologies and an expansion of the Smart-Cluster if approved.
A discussion followed with contributions Councillors P. Gogarty,  R. Mc Mahon,  G. O’ Connell, and E. O Broin.

Mr E Conroy, County Architect responded to queries raised by the Members. 

The Motion was AGREED  
M4/1615
CALORIE POSTING 


It was proposed by Councillor A. M Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Donovan and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That this Council lead the way and implement calorie posting on all food served in the Council’s canteen. There is an obesity problem in Ireland, with reports that Ireland will soon to be the fastest growing obese Country after the United States. The Government has approved Heads of Bill for calorie counting on menus and I would ask that this Council provide leadership in volunteering to provide this information before being so obliged.    It is accepted that there is a cost involved in providing calorie count on food, to this end the Food Safety Authority has developed an online calorie counting model known as MenuCal. I’m asking members to support my motion and in so doing that this Council lead the way in providing this information on a voluntary basis and in so doing, sending out a clear positive message within the County and to other local authorities”.
REPORT:
All Food outlets will be required to display calorie counts on their menus under new laws due to be introduced early next year. In a bid to tackle the country’s growing obesity problem, the Cabinet has signed off on plans to make bars, restaurants and takeaways list the calorie content of their food. All menus, including boards, leaflets and digital menus, will have to display calorie counts alongside cost. The Canteen has already introduced significant improvements regarding new measures to introduce more healthy options for everyone. At the moment there are GDA (guidance daily allowance) cards on display in which a Calorie count of each meal is supplied. These cards also gives a breakdown of the Fats and Sugars, in compliance with the Food Safety Authority. The canteen holds regular meetings with the Food Health Authority in relation to providing healthy food options to all users.

Steps are taken to ensure that food is cooked in a healthy manner e.g. breakfast is baked rather than fried, brown bread is always available and low fat yoghurts are served.

Healthy Eating Week in partnership with the Community Department is another example of the Canteens’ drive towards healthier eating habits.

There is also a “Know Your Food” carousel where food information leaflets are available which change on a monthly basis.

M5/0615
NAMING PROTOCOL
It was proposed by Councillor E. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“That this Council, in the absence of current agreed protocols outside of normal planning practice, for the naming of areas of significance including but not restricted to, parks, buildings, plazas, streets and bridges agrees to invoke such a protocol incorporating a public consultation process for any such place or area of significance in the future”.
REPORT: 

If the motion is passed such a protocol can be drafted for public buildings, spaces and structures of significance.  It should also be noted that the Planning and Transportation SPC is currently examining a protocol for naming bridges/parks/plazas etc.  Is is anticipated that the SPC will be recommending such a protocol to the full Council once it is complete.

 
The Motion was AGREED
M6/0615
S 183

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor J Lahart: 

“That this council carry out a review of the process used for the sale of small parcels of land to a local resident or business. This review should include creating a provision for the display of a sign, similar to that used in planning applications, to be erected by the applicant to allow local residents know of any application”.
REPORT:
“Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 prescribes the process, format and notification period of all proposed land disposals to the Members.  S 183 sets out (inter alia) :

	183.—(1)       The following provisions have effect in relation to any proposed disposal       (not being by demise for a term not exceeding one year) of land which is       held by a local authority:

	 
	(a)       notices shall be sent or delivered to the members of the local authority       giving particulars of—

	 
	(i)       the land,

	 
	(ii)       the name of the person from whom such land was acquired, if this can be       ascertained by reasonable inquiries,

	 
	(iii)       the person to whom the land is to be disposed of,

	 
	(iv)       the consideration proposed in respect of the disposal,

	 
	(v)       any covenants, conditions or agreements to have effect in connection with       the disposal;

	 
	(b)       at the first meeting of the local authority held after the expiration of       10 days after the day on which such notices are sent or delivered, the       local authority may resolve that the disposal shall not be carried out or       that it shall be carried out in accordance with terms specified in the       resolution;

	 
	(c)       if the local authority resolves by virtue of paragraph (b)that the       disposal shall not be carried out, it shall not be carried out;

	 
	(d)       if the local authority does not pass a resolution pursuant to paragraph       (b), the disposal may be carried out;

	 
	(e)       if the local authority resolves by virtue of paragraph (b) that the       disposal shall be carried out in accordance with terms specified in the       resolution, the disposal may be carried out in accordance with those       terms;

	 
	(f)       the disposal shall not be carried out otherwise than in accordance with        paragraph (d) or (e) and subject to the consent of the       Minister where consent is required under section211(2) of the Act of       2000.


Accordingly the notice must state :

· The particulars of the land 

· The name of the person or entity from whom the land was acquired originally 

· The person to whom the land is to be disposed to 

· The consideration in respect of the proposed disposal 

· Any covenants, conditions or agreements to take effect with the disposal 

The Members have a minimum of ten days to review such proposals to dispose and make any enquiries if they so wish.  The decision to dispose is a reserved function of the Council and the Members at their discretion may either resolve to dispose or not to dispose of the property concerned. If no resolution is passed the disposal "may be carried out".

The above statutory process does not provide for public notice/display as prescribed in the statutory planning process. The public signage suggested in the Motion may require an amendment to S 183.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Brophy, E. O’Broin, D. O Donovan, P. Foley and B. Leech. 
Mr F. Nevin, Director of Economic, Enterprise & Tourism Development responded to the Members queries.  

The motion was AGREED
 M7/0615
TRANSATLANTIC TRADE & INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP
It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor E. O Broin and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“This motion calls on the Irish Government to:

• Protect Irish interests in the ongoing Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) negotiations between the EU and the US.

• Take all measures to remove Investor-State Dispute Settlements (ISDS) from the agreement.

• Take all measures to ensure that the terms of the living agreement cannot breach Irish legislation.

• Initiate a public debate on the consequences of TTIP on Ireland.

• Take all measures to protect Irish agriculture in TTIP negotiations.

This Council also affirms that we will not support any trade agreement that includes Investor-State Dispute mechanisms.

This Council recognises with vigilance the construction of a Regulatory Co-operation Council through TTIP and affirms the position that this body’s authority and remit should allow only for recommendation. Implementation of recommendations should be administered by those elected by and accountable to the citizens of Europe.

This Council does not support any trade mechanism that allows Irish law to be superseded for corporate interest”.
REPORT:

If the motion is passed the sentiments of the Council will be conveyed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and a copy of his reply, when received, will be circulated to the members.
M8/0615
EMPLOYMENT

It was proposed by Councillor C. O’Connor 

“That this Council calls on the Government to prioritise the South Dublin County Council administrative area for job creation initiatives noting the particular need to deal with unemployment throughout the county including the major population areas of Clondalkin, Lucan, Greenhills, Rathfarnham and the county town of Tallaght.
An amendment was proposed by Councillor P. Donovan, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and AGREED to insert the word “Templeogue” after Rathfarnham after the last line of the Motion.

That this Council calls on the Government to prioritise the South Dublin County Council administrative area for job creation initiatives noting the particular need to deal with unemployment throughout the county including the major population areas of Clondalkin, Lucan, Greenhills, Rathfarnham, Templeogue and the county town of Tallaght”.

REPORT:
This council is committed to supporting and promoting job creation throughout the County this has included the development of a county economic strategy, jobs strategy and Local enterprise office. South Dublin County Council has and continues to actively support all Government initiatives to support job creation within the County. The development of Grange Castle Business Park in conjunction with IDA is a key example of the Councils commitment to job creation in the County.

In practical terms this has also included:

· The County Jobs strategy, which has been revised, sets out a range of key practical measures that this Council is undertaking to support and create jobs in this County. 

· The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) South Dublin was set up in April 2014 under a Service Level Agreement (SLA) between the Council and Enterprise Ireland.  Under the terms of this SLA, the LEO is in constant contact with the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and Enterprise Ireland, including on matters of policy formation both nationally and specifically relating to South Dublin.  In addition, there are separate protocols in place at national level to enhance the existing relationships between LEOs (including LEO South Dublin) and Department of Social Protection, the Revenue Commissioners and Failte Ireland.  New protocols are currently being developed with a number of other agencies.  

· The Council was centrally involved in the funding and construction of five new enterprise centres throughout the county, including three in the Tallaght area which are under the management of Partas. The Council continues to give active support to these centres.  

· Active support is given to supporting job activation measures. 

· The Local Economic Community Plan will be formulated in the coming year as part of the LCDC process. It is now currently on public consultation. This statutory plan will develop policies to support improved opportunity for economic development and employment in South Dublin County. As part of this process there will be consultation with economic stakeholders which will include relevant Government Departments and state agencies including the IDA and Enterprise Ireland. This consultation will take place during next year. 

· South Dublin County Council has sought to support existing business particularly through two key initiatives,

· The Sustainable Business Executive who is employed in conjunction with South Dublin Chamber to work with local business on sustainability issues, and 

· the Business Support Grant (BSG) and related business supports, introduced in the 2014 budget based on the rationale that c1% of rates paid would be ringfenced to directly support business. (This is subject to the continued budgetary approval by the Elected Members.) 

· Enterprise week was facilitated by the LEO from 11th - 15th May with almost 500 attendees at events. 

The primary operation of the BSG is a direct grant to eligible businesses with a rateable value of under €10,000. The Elected members set aside €880,000 for this grant in the adopted 2015 budget. In the 2014 budget €1.2m was similarly allocated.

With respect to the additional funding from the BSG, as agreed, they will be used to target industrial vacancy/underutilisation and obsolescence and to promote innovation and enterprise, on a percentage breakdown of -

·   60%- infrastructural upgrading works to be of a capital nature. 

·   30%- innovation, start up advice and supports including potential incubation space 

·   10%- targeted training, to be identified by targeted surveys and delivered through LEO 

South Dublin County Council is committed through a wide range of measures and polices to support the creation and maintenance of jobs in South Dublin County.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. O Connor, C. King, D O ‘Donovan, J. Lahart and E. Higgins. 
The Motion was AGREED
M9/0615
IRISH WATER & LOCAL AUTHORITY TENANTS
 
It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny:   
That this elected body compels South Dublin County Council not to engage or cooperate in the means of handing over information of tenants’ personnel details to Irish Water.
 An amendment to this motion was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor G. O Connell and AGREED as follows:
“That this elected body condemns the situation whereby SDCC is forced to hand over tenant’s personnel details to Irish Water, given that a majority of its members do not support its existence of operations”.
REPORT:
Section 26(1)(a) and Section 26(5)(a) of the Water Services Act 2013 (the No.1 Act) empowered Irish Water to request local authorities to provide such information as Irish Water may reasonably require to enable it to perform its functions under the Act.

South Dublin County Council responded to the Irish Water request for transfer of data in accordance with the relevant legislation and advice received.

In order to comply with this legislation, Irish Water was obliged under the Data Protection Act 1988 & 2003 Section 2(1)(a) and 2D to write to tenants after receiving their details from the Council as landlords, advising the tenants that they have received their details from the Council and that Irish Water understands that the tenants are in residence at the property.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. Kenny, N. Coules, C. King, G. O’Connell, D. Looney and B. Leech.
The Motion was AGREED.
M10/0615
WEEKLY PLANNING LISTS
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor Lavelle and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That the Chief Executive ensure that all Part 8 projects, including all the documents relating to them, are cited in the weekly Planning Register to ensure as wide a public readership as possible”.
REPORT 
The weekly planning lists include details of all Part 8 Projects. 

The documents associated with these projects are made available for viewing on the Council's website in the Public Notices Section:

Public Notices:
M11/0615
HOMELESS SUPPORT 
“That this Council endorse the Homeless Support Service monetarily which is being provided by CARP (community addiction response project ) recognizing the hugely important assistance being provided to the South Dublin Homeless population”. 
The Motion was WITHDRAWN by Cllr C King
M12/0615
BIN WAIVER

It was proposed by Councillor D. O’ Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:
“This council will write to the Minster of Environment Alan Kelly stating that a BIN waiver should be introduced for people with health issues. Over 20,000 people in Ireland suffer from bowel disease and are fitted with a stoma. These people have to use their bin to dispose of these colostomy bag through no fault of their own, and with pay by weight been introduce this will be a big cost to them. There is also many other conditions that people have medical waste that has to be put in the bin”.

If this motion is passed can it be circulated to all other councils in the country?
REPORT:

If the Motion is passed, the sentiments of the Council will be conveyed to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government and a copy of his reply, when received, will be circulated to the Members. A copy will also issue to all other Local Authorities if the Motion is passed.

The Motion was AGREED.
M13/0615
PLAYSPACES PROGRAMME
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Donovan, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That the Chief Executive halves the number of proposed playspaces within the County and instead uses the money saved to maintain the existing playspaces.  One of the biggest issues when consulting with members of the public in relation to getting a Playspace in place, is lack of maintenance.  The money saved would employ two staff members who would be dedicated to the full-time maintenance of the playspaces”. 
REPORT: 

Health and Wellbeing is one of the major challenges faced by all public and private organisations. Healthy minds and bodies are essential to enjoying complete physical, mental and social wellbeing. Local authorities play a critical role in protecting and promoting wellbeing at local level

To this end the Council is proposing to build predominantly natural play spaces as part of its play construction programme in local areas. Natural Play can be defined as, ‘The freedom to access, explore and engage with the natural environment with the primary purpose of having fun’. A natural play space is an area where children can play with natural elements such as sand, water, rocks, wood and living plants. There may also be some formal play items.

Today, many children lack the time and opportunity to engage in natural unstructured play. Planned, adult-coordinated activities during and after school, as well as electronic games and television, limit a child's ability to engage in exploration and free expression. Research indicates that this ability, along with access to natural settings, is critical to children's development in every major way: intellectually, emotionally, socially and physically. Benefits of increased unstructured free play and access to natural areas include improved concentration & impulse control, emotional coping & stress reduction, stimulation of creativity, reduced symptoms ADD and ADHD, and improved motor coordination.

The proposed Five Year Play Space Programme for the County was initially agreed by the Elected Members in 2013, and the Chief Executive outlined proposals at Budget 2014 for the development of a comprehensive programme of community Playspace provision over the coming 5 years.  Subject to agreement on locations, it is intended to provide circa. 40 playgrounds over a 5 year period.

In this context €1,780,000 has been identified for the Playground Programme in the 3 Year Capital Programme 2015 -2017.  

We are continuing with implementation of the 5 year programme with 5play spaces already completed, and significant progress now being made in relation to the 15 proposed sites on the 2015 Programme.  All these projects are now at either design or consultation stage.

There is annual provision in the Revenue Budget for the operation and maintenance of these facilities.  Public Realm is currently working through development of a programme to ensure routine inspections and maintenance of existing and future facilities and increased operation and maintenance costs associated with the enhanced range of facilities will be considered in the context of the annual budget process.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. O’Donovan,  C. King, D. Looney,  P. Kearns,  E. O’Brien,  P. Gogarty and V. Casserly
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Environment Water and Climate Change responded to the queries raised by the Members. 
A show of hands was taken and the motion FELL
 M14/0615
SPEED INDICATOR SIGNS 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Foley, seconded by Councillor D Looney and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“Digital Speed Indicator Signs – It seems apparent to me that the digital speed displays work. Traffic on the roads where there is a display present is noticeably slower.  Can this observation be confirmed as soon as possible with actual hard data? Then, if the data backs up the observation the council would be in a position to extend the scheme throughout the county. Can details be provided as to when this analysis might take place?”
REPORT:

The Electronic Driver feedback signs have been installed at various locations throughout the county.  In addition spare sockets have been installed in other various locations that will allow the signs to be rotated to these areas.  The current locations were chosen following consultation with Garda Traffic Corps.  Data from the signs can be downloaded to give average speeds and these will then be compared with the existing speed limit.

When formulating the 2016 Budget it is intended to make provision for additional signs and sockets so that the benefits of the signs can be extended to more areas.
M15/0615
CARAVAN LOANS 

It was proposed by Councillor E. O’Broin, seconded by Cllr B. Ferron: 
“This Council agrees to ask the LTACC to consider working up a draft caravan loan scheme, similar to that in operation in Fingal County Council, in time to be included in the 2016 budget and possibly to be piloted in 2016 on a site or sites where there is a high level of need for such a scheme”.
REPORT:
Section 25 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act provides local authorities with powers to give loans for the provision of private traveller specific accommodation, i.e. caravans or sites for caravans. It covers the acquisition of land and the construction of serviced units and hardstand associated with sites for caravans. It also provides for the making of loans for caravan replacement or repair. Loans scheme are subject to specific conditions around repayments and interest as well as duration of the loan.

The Council previously operated a caravan loan scheme to assist families whose caravans are considered to be no longer habitable.  The LTACC considered the matter and decided that the Traveller Development Groups would recommend families for the loans based on their knowledge of them and undertakings received to meet the loan repayments.  146 number of loans totalling €766,080.95 were granted by South Dublin County Council under the scheme.  Repayments to date have totalled €290,154.93 leaving €475,926.02 outstanding. The matter was again discussed by the LTACC in 2013 and 2014 and it was agreed that the scheme was not viable with this level of non-repayment.  Consequently it was decided to discontinue the scheme and no funding has been provided in the Council Budget for loans. The debt outstanding is required to be pursued.

The reintroduction of such a loan scheme would have to be conditional on families wishing to avail of them repaying any outstanding debt as well as signing up for realistic loan repayments through the Household Budget Scheme. 
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. O Broin, D. Looney, C. King, F. Timmons, G. O’Connell, P. Kearns and L.  Dunne.
Mr. Billy Coman, Director of Housing Social and Community Development responded to the queries raised by the Members. 

The Motion was AGREED.
M16/0615
BOHERNABREENA
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney:
“That this Council commissions a report on options for purchasing, leasing, running or otherwise having control over Bohernabreena Reservoirs and Waterworks and the lands adjacent, which are currently run by Dublin City Council and are in the process of being handed over to Irish Water”.
An amendment was proposed by Cllr P. Foley, seconded by Cllr F. Warfield and AGREED that the words “in conjunction with Dublin City Council and Irish Water” be inserted after “That this Council” in the first line of the motion as follows:
“That this Council  in conjunction with Dublin City Council and Irish Water commissions a report on options for purchasing, leasing, running or otherwise having control over Bohernabreena Reservoirs and Waterworks and the lands adjacent, which are currently run by Dublin City Council and are in the process of being handed over to Irish Water.”
REPORT: 

South Dublin County Council has had preliminary discussions with Dublin City Council regarding their lands at Bohernabreena reservoirs with a view to establishing a Green Route Cycle Way encompassing the Dodder Valley.  It is envisaged that the optimum mechanism for such a development would be for a permissive path type arrangement to be agreed between the landowner and South Dublin County Council, thereby ensuring access is provided to this important recreational and leisure site.

The Members will be kept updated on the progress of the Dodder Green Way project in general and this issue in particular.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Looney, C. O’ Connor,  P. Donovan,  C. King and B. Leech. 
Mr E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use Planning and Transportation responded to the Members queries. 

The Motion was AGREED
 M17/0612
CHILDCARE COSTS

It was proposed by Councillor L. Dunne, seconded by Cllr C. King:
“Considering that Ireland has one of the highest childcare costs in the OECD, this council calls on the Tánaiste Joan Burton to fulfill her commitment to deliver an affordable & accessible Scandinavian Model of Childcare, which will encourage and enable women to participate in education or return to the labour market”.  
REPORT:

If the motion is passed a letter will issue to the Tánaiste conveying the terms of the motion and, upon receipt, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors L. Dunne, S. Holland, P. Donovan, E. Higgins, P. Kearns, M. Genocky, D. O’ Donovan, B. Bonner, E. O’ Brien, D. Looney, N. Coules. G. Kenny, E. O Broin, P. Gogarty, C. O’ Connor, C G. O’Connell, and B. Leech. 

Following a show of hands the Motion was AGREED.  
M18/0615
VAT ON CONSTRUCTION
As Councillor W. Lavelle was absent from the chamber the following motion in his name FELL in accordance with Standing Order no 20:
“That this Council calls for a reduction in the VAT rate on NEW residential construction from 13.5% to 9% to reduce house prices and stimulate residential construction”.
REPORT: 

A letter will issue to the Minister for Finance to relay the members views if this motion is agreed.

M19/0615
NATIONAL ROADS
It was proposed by Councillor L. O’Toole, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty, Councillor G. O’Connell:
`
“That this council writes to the Minister of Transport, Tourism and Sport Paschal Donohue requesting that all previous National roads east of the M50 which were degraded are re-instated as national roads”.
REPORT:
Should the motion be adopted the required letter will be forwarded to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors. O’Toole, C. O’Connor and P. Gogarty.
The Motion was AGREED

M20/0615
PRIVATE RENTED ACCOMMODATION
It was proposed by Councillor É. O’ Brien, seconded by Councillor C. O’Connor and was MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That this County Council put proposals to the Minister for the Environment to further regulate the private residential property sector having particular regard to the current lack of certainty surrounding levels of rent and landlords ability to alter agreed rents, in an effort to encourage a more settled rental housing sector to the benefit of this Local Authority.”
REPORT:

If the Motion is passed it will be referred to the Minister for Environment Community and Local Government.
M21/0615
RETAIL BALANCE
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and was MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE.
“That the County Development Plan mandates the Council to strike a retail balance in our villages and retail centres”.
REPORT:
The proposed draft County Development Plan as submitted to the Council on 11th May includes a range of policies in relation to retail centres (5.6.0 on page 89) including Village Centres (Retail Policy 7 on page 90)
M22/0615
IHRE

It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny, seconded by Councillor C King
“That this elected body calls on all corporate entities in this county to adhere to their responsibility in upholding human rights and international law in their corporate governance. Furthermore if this motion is passed by the elected members where international law is seemed to be non adhered to we the elected body shall ask for clarification regarding ethical guidelines and corporate responsibility”.
REPORT: 
The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014 provides for the merger of the Equality Authority and the Irish Human Rights Commission into a single body. It also requires all public bodies to have regard to human rights and equality in the performance of its functions. This includes a requirement that the public body set out “in its strategic plan (howsoever described) an assessment of the human rights and equality issues it believes to be relevant to the functions and purpose of the body and the policies, plans and actions in place or proposed to be put in place to address those issues. Also, it shall “report in a manner that is accessible to the public on developments and achievements in that regard in its annual report (howsoever described)”.

In light of the preparation of Corporate Plans currently underway across the local government sector, the Chief Commissioner of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (Designate) has written to all local authorities requesting that reference be made to the new statutory duty in the Corporate Plan, along with a commitment to developing a framework to implement this new duty as soon as possible in the period of the plan, in consultation with the Commission.

This will further reinforce South Dublin County Council’s existing range of Equality and Social Inclusion policies and programmes, including the recently adopted ‘Diversity Champion’ role in partnership with GLEN.
The act also amends the European Convention on Human Rights Act 2003, to give effect to certain provisions of the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. Kenny, E.   Higgins, P. Gogarty, N. Coules, C P. Kearns, C. King and D. Looney.
After the discussion of the Members a request was made that the Council write to the named company with regard to their corporate governance.

Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance & Change Management advised that the Members were not covered by privilege and advised against discussion of any alleged activity of an individual company in relation to their corporate governance.
The Chief  Executive Mr D. McLoughlin advised caution to the members in this discussion and advised that while any Council member is free to correspond on any matter in their own name, the Council as a corporate entity will not issue a letter alleging a breech of corporate governance on any other body as it has no mandate or authority to do so and the Council as a corporate body cannot be held responsible for the views of its individual Members.
The Report was NOTED
M23/0615
GARDA HANDLING OF ISSUES

It was Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor D ‘O Brien and was MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE: 
“That this Council notes that of the approximately 300 individuals who have complained about Garda handling / mishandling of various issues, which issues have been the subject of a review by a panel of seven Barristers set up by the Minister for Justice in or around September 2014, the complainants and / or their representatives have in many instances sent in specific letters to the Minister for Justice but have simply been met with general responses which do not deal with the specific queries raised, and this Council, in recognition of the very significant frustration and anguish suffered by the complainants in the absence of knowledge as to the process set out by the Minister hereby calls upon the Minister to ensure that specific responses to specific queries are given to the complainants and / or their representatives, as a matter of urgency”
REPORT:
If the motion is passed a letter will issue to the Minister conveying the terms of the motion and, upon receipt, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the members.
M24/0615
GRAFFITI
As Councillor P Foley was absent from the chamber the following motion in his name FELL in accordance with Standing Order no 20:
“To call on the Chief Executive for a scheme be developed where the council addresses the issue of graffiti removal in the cases of private properties facing out onto public areas? In many instances owners do not have the money or expertise to remove the graffiti themselves and I feel it is appropriate for the council to take this on as a responsibility.

There are many houses, schools, churches in our county which suffer greatly from the blight of graffiti and do not have the resources needed to repeatedly deal with it. When graffiti is then left on these walls the whole community suffers because the area is left unsightly.”
The Meeting concluded at 7.50 pm
Signed: ___________________

              Mayor


Date:______________________
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