COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 

21st SEPTEMBER 2005

Present:

Councillors





Sectoral Representatives

M. Daly





J. Byrne

T. Gillilgan





J. Fay

F. McCarthy







M. Murphy

Apology for inability to attend was received from Mr. N. O’Connor (Business Sector) 

Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 






OFFICIALS PRESENT

M. Kenny, Acting Director of Planning

H. Hogan, F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officers

P. Hogan, Senior Planner

K. Banks, Administrative Officer

EDP/12/05




Minutes

Minutes of meeting of 18th May 2005, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor. M. Daly.

Mr. J. Fay indicated that the date of publication of the Review of the Operation of the SPC’s was June 2004

The amendment was agreed and the minutes were APPROVED as a true record and signed.
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TALLAGHT TOWN CENTRE






PRE PLANNING CONSULTATION

Mr. P. Hogan gave a presentation of the proposals for a Tallaght Masterplan and informed the members that the document was at pre plan consultation stage at present and submissions should be made before the 14th October 2005.

Contributions to a lengthy discussion were made by Councillors M. Daly, M. Murphy, E. Walsh, F. McCarthy, T. Gilligan, E. Tuffy and J. Fay.  Mr. Hogan responded to queries raised and indicated that following the consultation stage a Local Area Plan would be prepared and presented to the Tallaght Area Committee initially and then the full Council.
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ALLOTMENTS
The following report on the provision of Allotments in South Dublin County was presented by Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer,

Policy SCR 26: Allotments of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan is as follows:

“It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the further development of allotments through the identification of appropriate sites

Existing allotments in the County are located on land which eventually will be developed for housing or other infrastructure. When this land is required for development purposes, the possibility of identifying alternative land to facilitate the present allotment holders will be examined. In the longer term it may be appropriate to consider allotments as a permanent feature in areas of the County. Such allotments are a feature in other European countries”

The South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010 also contains two Specific Local Objectives in relation to allotments, as follows:

Specific Local Objective 14.32

“Prior to the development of the existing allotment site at Lynch’s Lane, set aside a site in the general Lucan area for allotment plots to be run on a co-operative basis to replace the existing plots on the lands at Lynch’s Lane, in such a manner as will cause no discontinuity in the availability of plots to the plotholders”

Specific Local Objective 14..120

“Facilitate on former landfill site at Friarstown

(a) Development of allotments and

(b) New green materials recycling centre.”

In  accordance with the above the following report was presented to and noted by the elected members of South Dublin County Council at its meeting held on 12th September 2005:

“Provisions of Allotments in South Dublin County.

Background

The Council’s current allotment facility is located on Housing Lands at Lynches Lane east of the Outer Ring Road and north of the railway line. The facility was originally established at this location by Dublin City Council as the land was not immediately required for development purposes. South Dublin County Council became responsible for the allotments upon the transfer of Dublin City Council’s lands in South Dublin County to this authority.  The lands on which the allotments are located are zoned Residential in South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 - 2010.  Mindful of the impact of the zoning on existing allotments the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 also contains 2 Specific Local Objectives in relation to allotments. Specific Local Objectives 14.32 and 14.120 refer.  

As the land facilitating the existing allotments at Lynches Lane is now required for the Council Housing Construction Programme it is necessary to close these allotments from 30th November 2005. 

The Council has now identified 4 alternative sites throughout the County and are developing these to ensure that all plot holders in Lynches Lane will have an allotment available to them from 1st January 2006. 

Details of these locations and plot sizes are set out here under. 

Proposed Allotment Scheme.

South Dublin County Council now proposes to provide allotments as follows:

Location                                         No. of Allotments                                         Plot Sizes

Tymon Park



12




100 sq.m

Corkagh Park



27




100 sq.m

Friarstown, Tallaght


  9




120 sq.m

Palmerstown



78




120 sq.m

AND (For plot holders requiring larger allotments)

Friarstown, Tallaght


24




250 sq.m 

Allotments will be allocated in the first instance to the Council’s current allotment holders at Lynches Lane in Clondalkin. Each allotment holder will be asked to confirm at which new facility they would prefer to be allocated a plot. Only one plot will be allocated per person. In the event that demand for an allotment at any one of the new facilities exceeds the number of allotments available at that facility then the following priorities will apply in order to determine the allocation of allotments. 

1. Resident of South Dublin County.

2. Length of time allotment has been held at Lynches Lane.

Allotments in these new facilities will be let at 40c per square metre per annum. A reduced rate of 25c per square metre per annum will be payable by persons in receipt of Old Age Pension or Unemployment Benefit. These rates will be reviewed on an annual basis. Allotments will be let under licence for an eleven month period with effect from 1st January, 2006. Each licence will be renewable on an annual basis provided that certain conditions have been complied with by the allotment holder, including the following:

1. That the licence fee has been paid.

2. That the allotment is used for the purpose of growing crops for private domestic use only.

3. That the allotment is used in a full and proper manner.

It should be noted that in addition to the existing 80 allotment holders in Lynches Lane there is a waiting list of in excess of 40 individuals who also wish to be allocated an allotment in the New Year.”

Contributions to the discussion were made by Councillors E. Tuffy, F. McCarthy, Mr. J. Fay and J. Byrne and they congratulated the Council on the work done on finding  alternative allotment sites .

The report was Noted.
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COUNTY GREEN ROUTE PROJECT

Mr. F. Nevin, Senior Executive Officer, presented the following report on the County Green Route Project

“In compliance with Policy 7.8 of the County Development Plan 2004 -2010:

Policy – Cycling and Walking

 “It is the policy of the Council to promote and facilitate the development of cycling and walking facilities in the County and to ensure that all development facilitate access by foot and bicycle to public transport facilities and local services”

the Manager has set up an inter-departmental group from within the Council to examine a network of strategic cycle tracks and pedestrian routes throughout South Dublin County.

This group recommends a primary spine green route throughout the County consisting of 3 orbital routes and 3 radial routes with secondary routes linking places of employment, schools and leisure activities. The spine route is primarily a green pedestrian and cycle route.

Following agreement on the Spine Route it is intended to talk to Waterways Ireland to agree design details along the canal banks and to identify a location for a pilot project to demonstrate how best to develop the route.

Map indicating recommended Green Route circulated herewith.”

A contribution was made by Mr. J. Byrne and the report was Noted.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Councillor E. Tuffy requested the members to submit topics which they wished considered by the Committee.

The meeting concluded at 7:10pm.

