COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

REPORT FROM MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 

30th NOVEMBER 2005

The Economic Development and Planning SPC on 30th November 2005 was attended as follows:

Councillors





Sectoral Representatives

Eamon Tuffy (Chair)




Deirdre Mooney

Mark Daly





Noel O’ Connor
Trevor Gilligan




Jim Fay

Mick Murphy







Eamon Walsh

Cait Keane

Fintan McCarthy

Robert Dowds

Item No. 1 (on SPC Agenda)

Confirmation of minutes.

A discussion took place regarding content of minutes of previous meetings to which Councillors 

C. Keane, T. Gilligan, E. Tuffy and Mr. Jim Fay contributed. 

Some Members expressed a desire to have details of discussions and issues raised included in the minutes as it was felt the minutes presented do not reflect the content of debate.

J. Walsh responded and advised the Members that the format of the minute is laid down in the Standing Orders as adopted by the elected Members but  undertook to bring the matter up at the Corporate Policy Group meeting. 
Item No. 2 (on SPC Agenda)
Identification of lands in South Dublin owned by the State and Public Bodies in context

of Council’s land use strategy. 
J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, circulated report to the members.
There followed a discussion with contributions from Councillors M. Murphy, T. Gilligan, E. Tuffy and Mr. Noel O’ Connor 

J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, replied to Members questions and also advised that a further report on the findings will be given to a future Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee. 

REPORT:
Meeting of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

30th November 2005

[image: image1.png]



Item No. 2

Identification of lands in South Dublin County owned by the State and Public Bodies in context of Council’s land use strategy.

The Council has sought the following information from State and Public Bodies.

(i) Schedule of lands in their ownership.

(ii) To submit details of location maps, area and zoning.

(iii) Long Term Development Plan for these areas.

(iv) Short Term Development Plan for these areas.

When the above information is received a detailed schedule will be prepared and a further report will be made to the Economic Development and Planning SPC committee.

Item No. 3 (on SPC Agenda)
Facilitating Expansion of existing Businesses in South Dublin County  

J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, circulated report to the Members. 

There followed a discussion with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, D. Mooney, F. McCarthy, C. Keane, E. Tuffy, M. Murphy and Jim Fay. 

J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development, replied to Members questions. 

The Chairperson, Councillor Eamon Tuffy requested that this Item remain on the Agenda of the Committee for future consideration. 
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Item No. 3

Facilitating Expansion of Existing Businesses in South Dublin County

The Council has a “pro development” approach to its Economic Development role and in particular to providing assistance to sustaining businesses already providing employment in the County.  The expansion of existing businesses in the County creates a number of opportunities for the people of South Dublin County, in the creation of short term and long term employment,  and enhances the security of existing jobs, the increase in the rate base for the County and the attraction for complementary service providers to set up business in the vicinity to facilitate the workers by provision of shops, restaurants, bars, leisure facilities etc. 

This Council works in close liaison with Government Departments, State Agencies, other Local Authorities and external agencies national and local such as the Investment and Development Agency, Enterprise Ireland, Forfas,  South Dublin  County Tourism, the South Dublin County Enterprise Board and the South Dublin Chamber of Commerce to develop integrated strategies and plans to encourage economic growth in the County.

The Council’s pro development attitude has been emphasised by a number of strategic actions undertaken by the Council which are aimed at facilitating the  expansion of existing sustainable businesses in the County.  

Major Strategic Actions
· Disposal of a 20 acre site in Grange Castle Business Park to IAWS Group plc whose business is focused on food and nutrition/agribusiness.  This disposal allows IAWS to expand its existing business to service the future growth and evolving customer requirements within their food groups for the foreseeable future.
· The rezoning of an additional 400 acres of land in the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 - 2010 in support of employment related uses.
· The extension and improvement of water and drainage, roads, electricity, gas, telecommunications infrastructure within the County to ensure adequate facilities are available for expanding businesses (See report)
· The establishment of an inter departmental group to recommend and implement Green Pedestrian and Cycle Routes throughout the County.   These routes will offer an alternative transport mode for business, school and leisure traffic.
· The completion of an Economic Audit and the commencement of a 7 year Economic Strategy for South Dublin County which will include strategies for sustaining businesses already providing employment.
· The continuation of construction of Council owned Integrated Area Plan sites with expected completion dates in 2006.  These sites provide opportunities for the location of new businesses and the expansion of existing businesses in the County.
· The fast tracking of a number of key strategic projects in the County by the Key Projects Co-ordination Group including the Tallaght Masterplan, Clondalkin Masterplan, Adamstown Strategic Development Zone, the Kildare Route Project, County Arts Centre and Travel Demand Strategy to aid economic growth.
· The disposal of sites to businesses and developers to facilitate expansion or relocation in the County.
Set out hereunder is a schedule which demonstrates the increase in the economic base of the County since 1994 and all of the actions listed above are focused at continuing this trend.

	Year
	Net Effective Valuation
	% Increase
	Date Rate Struck
	Rate on Valuation

	1993
	 
	 
	 
	25-Jan-1993
	37.62

	1994
	IR£515,715.84
	€654,824.04
	 
	18-Mar-1994
	39.79

	1995
	IR£518,582.96
	€658,464.54
	0.56%
	30-Jan-1995
	41.30

	1996
	IR£531,672.44
	€675,084.74
	2.52%
	25-Jan-1996
	42.75

	1997
	IR£583,109.22
	€740,395.98
	9.67%
	24-Jan-1997
	44.11

	1998
	IR£602,781.35
	€765,374.43
	3.37%
	23-Jan-1998
	45.65


	1999
	IR£660,924.54
	€839,201.05
	9.65%
	25-Jan-1999
	47.25

	2000
	IR£712,294.75
	€904,427.77
	7.77%
	31-Jan-2000
	48.90

	2001
	IR£810,917.61
	€1,029,652.97
	13.85%
	25-Jan-2001
	52.23

	2002
	 
	€1,171,018.07
	13.73%
	25-Jan-2002
	55.36

	2003
	 
	€1,234,971.69
	5.46%
	24-Jan-2003
	58.13

	2004
	 
	€1,309,944.59
	6.07%
	23-Jan-2004
	61.04

	2005
	 
	 
	 
	25-Jan-2005
	64.09

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year
	Rates Levied
	Warrant
	

	1993
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	1994
	IR£20,520,333.37
	€26,055,448.55
	 
	 
	

	1995
	IR£21,417,476.38
	€27,194,585.50
	 
	 
	

	1996
	IR£22,728,996.61
	€28,859,872.64
	 
	 
	

	1997
	IR£25,720,947.51
	€32,658,866.68
	 
	 
	

	1998
	IR£27,516,968.41
	€34,939,342.73
	IR£32,318,345.01
	€41,035,833.11
	

	1999
	IR£31,228,684.28
	€39,652,249.61
	IR£35,278,454.14
	€44,794,396.38
	

	2000
	IR£34,831,213.31
	€44,226,517.95
	IR£38,870,682.25
	€49,355,585.18
	

	2001
	IR£42,354,226.96
	€53,778,774.62
	IR£47,144,966.57
	€59,861,759.00
	

	2002
	 
	€64,827,560.48
	 
	€71,342,896.86
	

	2003
	 
	€71,788,904.34
	 
	€78,853,015.62
	

	2004
	 
	€79,959,017.77
	 
	€87,848,979.04
	

	2005
	 
	€88,701,429.54
	 
	€97,668,635.98
	


Item No. 4 (on SPC Agenda)
Review of Council’s approach to involvement of local communities in medium term planning and development.
Tom Doherty, Director of Planning and Deputy Manager circulated reports to the Members. Paul Hogan, Senior Planner made a presentation to the Members. 

There followed a discussion with contributions from Councillors D. Mooney, C. Keane, 

F. McCarthy, M. Murphy, M. Daly, E. Tuffy and Mr. Noel O’ Connor and Mr. Jim Fay. 

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning and Deputy Manager and Paul Hogan, Senior Planner replied to Members questions. 

The Chairperson, Councillor Eamon Tuffy requested that this Item remain on the Agenda of the Committee for future consideration. 
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