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South Dublin County Council

Comhairle Chontae Atha Cliath Theas
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Report of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries

Strategic Policy Committee

held on 1st December 2005 in the Council Chamber

Attendance
Members
Cllr J Hannon



Officials
Cllr M Ardagh



P Smith, Director of Community Services
Cllr C Jones



M Coleman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane



T Walsh, County Librarian

Cllr J Neville



O Scannell, Arts Officer

Cllr G O’Connell


C Orr, Public Art Coordinator

Cllr S O’Connor


K Swords, Senior Librarian
B O’Gaibhin



J Morrissey, Community Worker

J Fay

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.
1. Minutes of meeting of 29th September 2005 – Proposed by B. O’Gaibhin and seconded by Cllr. M. Ardagh and agreed.

2. Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on agenda for the meeting.

3. County Arts Development Strategy 2006 – 2010

Noted that a copy of the draft Strategy had already been circulated and that the public consultation procedure has been completed earlier in the year.  O. Scannell, Arts Officer, gave a summary presentation of the main features of the Strategy.

Members then raised a number of issues including: -

· No reference to the traditional Arts in the Strategy

· Provision for the Arts in areas of disadvantage

· Cultural identity and the Arts
O. Scannell replied to the issues raised and it was agreed to include a reference to

the traditional Arts in the Strategy before final publication.  It was also agreed to
list on the agenda for the next meeting of the Committee the possibility of 

organising a conference of public bodies in the County, on the use of the Irish 

language, as discussed at the September meeting of the Committee.

C. Orr informed the meeting that a twelve minute DVD presentation on aspects of

life in South Dublin County had been developed to inform prospective artists 

who would be competing for a residency in the Public Art Programme, which 
formed part of the Arts Strategy.  Following a viewing of the DVD, Members 

generally welcomed the presentation.  P. Smith and C. Orr responded to various

points made by the Members.

4. Farmer’s Market - Update
An update report which had been circulated was noted and it was agreed that the location of the Market should be High Street, Town Centre, Tallaght pending the availability of Civic Square in two/three years time.

M. Coleman outlined the necessary next steps from a legal point of view before the market could commence business.  It was agreed to present a report to the next meeting of the Committee on the operations of markets in a number of other local authority areas.

5. Libraries Report

T. Walsh, County Librarian presented an overview of current services being provided by the Libraries and she responded to various queries from the Members.  This was followed by a further presentation by K. Swords, Senior Librarian on Local Studies and Heritage work being carried out by the Council’s Library service.  A number of publications on these subjects were distributed to the Members.  
The Members welcomed the presentations and requested that further update presentations be made at forthcoming meetings.


6. New Works  - Update

An update report on New Works was noted as follows: -
· The proposed County Arts Centre

· Brookfield Community Centre

· Ballyowen Community Centre

· Kiltalown House

· Templeogue House

7. Any Other Business

B. O’Gaibhin informed the meeting that a Christmas crib with live animals would be on show at Aras Cronain, Clondalkin on the 17th and 18th December.

The meeting concluded at 7.25 pm.
_1146562919

