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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 12th December 2005

QUESTION NO. 16

QUESTION: Councillor Fintan McCarthy

“To ask the Manager to report upon the Council’s library building programme with specific reference to what area is next on the list for the provision of a library according to the County Development Plan and to detail what steps are being taken to ensure that this schedule is being adhered to?”

REPLY:

The County Development Plan 2004 – 2010 states as follows;

4.4.6 Policy SCR 11: Libraries

4.4.6.i

It is the policy of the Council to provide a progressive, community-based public library service to all who live, work or study in South Dublin County.

4.4.6.ii

The public library service is an important focal point at the heart of the local community and aims to be pro-active and dynamic in addressing a variety of needs, particularly in the areas of information, culture and heritage, literature and lifelong learning.

4.4.6.iii

In the implementation of this policy, the Council will continue its existing branch network and will expand and improve the service in accordance with the objectives and priorities identified in the Council’s Library Development Programme.  The Programme may be reviewed and updated from time to time as required.  Suitable sites will be identified and acquired for library purposes throughout the county.

Also stated in Chapter 14, Part 3, specific local objective number 12 is to

‘Secure the provision of new public libraries in suitable locations in accordance with an agreed programme.  The development of a library in Palmerstown, subject to the aquisition of a suitable site and to satisifying DOELG criteria is to be a first priority of the Library Building Programme. The programme will also include libraries in North Clondalkin and the Rathcoole/Newcastle area.’ 
The Library Development Programme lists infrastructural development priorities in the following areas of the County, Lucan, Palmerstown, North Clondalkin and Rathcoole/Newcastle area.

Lucan Library is operational since 2000.

In recent years the Council examined a number of locations in the Palmerstown area for the possible location of a public library none of which have been deemed suitable. A private/public partnership initiative between South Dublin Libraries and Stewarts Hospital Services Ltd resulted in the opening of the The John Jennings Library which is situated in the grounds of Stewarts Hospital, Palmerstown. It is a small library which houses a specialised collection of books and journals on learning/intellectual difficulties. A wider public service is also offered to the community that includes free Internet access.

During 2004, the Council’s Architect’s Department reviewed and evaluated a number of potential Council owned sites in the North Clondalkin area, with the intention of considering one of them suitable for the construction of a public Library in the event of full funding becoming available.

The five potential sites reviewed were:
· At Neilstown Shopping Centre

· Green space in front of Aras Rualach,Neilstown Road

· Site in Collinstown Park

· VEC site in the grounds of  Collinstown Park Community College

· Site south of Neilstown Shopping Centre ( adjacent to Letts )

A site feasibility study was carried out on three of the sites which were considered to have the best potential. Each was considered unsuitable for various reasons. 
Of these three sites the findings indicated the site at Aras Rualach, Rowlagh may be the most suitable. However to make it a viable site would require the partial or total demolition of Rowlagh Community Centre. Management at Rowlagh Community Centre were opposed to the demolition of the Centre.

After consultation with the Architect’s Department, An Comhairle Leabharlanna and the Rowlagh Community Centre Management Committee, it was deemed that the site at Aras Rualach, Rowlagh was unsuitable, being constricted by its long narrow format. It would have necessitated a three storey building which would have caused staffing and security difficulties. In addition a library situated at Rowlagh would not serve the wider communities of North Clondalkin, Palmerstown or Griffeen/Lucan.

Having regard to the above, it was considered appropriate that the Council should examine the Liffey Valley Centre as a possible central location for a library given it’s status as a Town Centre and the potential volume of customers it would attract. This location offers the potential to construct a purpose built regional library which will be capable of delivering a wide range of different services, using a multitude of media, to a large population in the North Clondalkin/ Palmerstown /Liffey Valley area of South Dublin County.

This matter is currently being examined by senior technical staff of the Council in conjunction with the owner of the Liffey Valley Centre. It is expected that an Area Action Plan for the Liffey Valley Centre will be prepared in the coming months and will be presented to the members.

To date no site has been identified in the Rathcoole/Newcastle area of the County.

The provision of a public library in Adamstown is being considered in the proposed mixed use Civic Centre which will be the main public building in Adamstown and will occupy a central landmark location within the District Centre. 
Included in the Library Development Programme is the proposed extension of the County Library at Tallaght and the branch Library at Ballyroan.The County Library extension proposal is at design stage and Ballyroan library extension is at concept development stage.
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