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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 12th December  2005

H – I (4 f)

Minutes of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries

Strategic Policy Committee

held on 29th September 2005 in the Council Chamber

 
Attendance:

Members



Officials

Cllr J. Hannon



A. Jacob, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C. Keane



A. Nic Donnacha, Oifigeach Gaelach

Cllr M. Ardagh


M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr G. O’Connell

Cllr J. Lahart

Cllr J. Neville

B. O’Gaibhin

J. Fay

Apologies
Cllr C. Jones

Cllr T. McDermott

Cllr S. O’Conchuir

Cllr C. Tyndall

V. O’Carroll

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.

1. Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 9th June 2005 – Proposed by B O’Gaibhin and seconded by Cllr. J. Neville and Agreed.


2. Matters Arising – agreed that any matters arising were on agenda.

3.   Acht Na dTeangacha Oifigúila, 2003-Cur i Láthair

Rinne A. Nic Dhonnacha, Oifeageach Gaeilge, cur i lathair ar Acht na dTeangacha Oifígúila, 2003.  Cuireadh cóip don láithreachas ar fail.

Chuir na baill fáilte riomh Iníon Nic Dhonnacha, gabhadar a bhíochas lei don láithreachas agus thugadar a deá-guí di ar a gcuid obair chun Gaeilge a chuir ar aghaidh sa Chomhairle.  Chuir na baill ceisteanna i dtagairt doibh seo thíos:-

· Scéim cur ar aghaidh an Ghaeilge

· An d’feadfadh  Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas comhdháil a eagrú do rialtas Áitiúil agus eagraíochtaí eile agus usaid an Ghaeilge

· Ranganna do dhaoine ag iarraidh Gaeilge a fhoghlaim nó a feabhsú

· Aistriú ceart ar logainmneacha go Ghaeilge

· Áiseanna a chuir ar fáil do ghurpaí áitiúil atá ag obair leis an Ghaeilge sa chontae buaileadh le cheile

D’freagair Iníon Nic Dhonnacha na ceisteanna a cuireadh.  I leith an chomhdáil a eagrú, dúirt A. Jacob go obair mór é le na áiseanna atá ar fáil, ach go féidir é a dheánamh in eineacht le grúpa ar nós LAMA (molta ag Cllr. Keane) agus eagraíocht eile ag plé leis an Ghaeilge sa gContae.  

Beidh an comhdháil seo dhá bplé ag an cead cruinniú eile.

3.   Official Languages Act 2003 – Presentation
A presentation on the Official Languages Act 2003 was made by A. Nic Dhonnacha, Oifigeach Gaeilge.  A copy of the presentation had also been circulated.

The members welcomed Ms. Ni Donnacha and thanked her for her presentation and wished her well with the work of promoting the use of the Irish language in the Council.   Questions were raised by the members on a number of matters including the following: -

· The adoption of a Scheme for the promotion of the Irish language

· The possibility of South Dublin County Council organising a conference for public bodies relating to the use of the Irish language

· Classes for people wishing to learn or improve their Irish

· Proper translation of historical place names into Irish

· Facilitating a joint meeting of groups active in the promotion of the Irish language in the county

Ms. Nic Dhonnacha responded to the questions raised.  In relation to the possibility of organising a conference, A. Jacob stated that it would be a difficult logistical task to undertake, given available resources, but that it might be feasible to facilitate the hosting of such a conference in County Hall in association with a body such as LAMA (as suggested by Cllr. Keane) and other organisations in the county interested in the promotion of the Irish language.  It was agreed to list the matter on the agenda at a forthcoming meeting.

   4.      Farmer’s Market – Update Report
A report on options for the possible locations for a Farmer’s Market which had been circulated was discussed.  It was agreed to amend the report to state that the primary objective is to establish a Farmer’s Market in the Town Centre/County Hall area and that any other location which might be agreed would be temporary.

Following discussion on the possible locations mentioned in the report it was agreed that High Street, the grounds of the Dominican Priory and the road between the Belgard Road and Tallaght I.T would be investigated further and that a report would be presented at a meeting of the Working Group as soon as possible.  The Working Group would then make a final decision on a location following which the statutory process would be commenced to designate the site under the Casual Trading Act 1995.

5. County Arts Centre – Update Report
An update report on the proposed County Arts Centre which had been circulated was noted.  It was agreed that a further report on the possible construction options to include a note on the already agreed composition of management company, would be presented at the next meeting of the Committee.

 6.  New Works – Update Report
A report on new building works which may offer opportunities for the development of the arts in the future, which had been circulated was discussed and noted. Matter to be re-entered for the next meeting


7. Any Other Business
J Fay stated that the notice he received of the meeting was too short.  Following discussion M. Coleman stated that he would check with Corporate Services Department to see whether the Calendar of Meetings could also be circulated to the non-Councillor members of SPC.

J. Fay raised the issue of heritage sites e.g. site of the former Tymon Castle stating that there should be a visible indicator/plaque on or near the location of such heritage.  

The issue of Council policy on heritage was raised by B O’Gaibhin.  Cathaoirleach J. Hannon stated that these were matters more appropriate to the Planning Department and that policy on heritage was contained mainly in the County Development Plan and in legislation such as the National Monuments Acts.  M. Coleman stated that the County Development Plan was available on the Council’s website.  He said he would check out the heritage material compiled by the County Library and bring it to the attention of the members at the next meeting.

Cllr. J. Lahart complimented the Arts Office on its involvement in the installation of the sculpture of Ann Devlin in Rathfarnham Village which has now become a symbol for the village and also on the forthcoming Rathfarnham Concert series.

The meeting concluded at 7.15 pm.
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