SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, June 08, 2015

HEADED ITEM NO 4(d) (i)

HEADED ITEM: C. Services Department
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
f) Housing SPC
(i) Report of meeting, 14th May 2015

REPLY:
Report of Housing Strategic Policy Committee held on the 14th Of May 2015 in the Information & Communication Technologies Department Conference Room

Attendance 

Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr. T. Gilligan
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr L. Dunne
	Y.Dervan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Genockey     
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr. E. O’Broin
	B. Martin
	Administrative Officer

	Cllr. K. Mahon
	
	

	Cllr C. King
	
	

	

	Representatives:

	Tricia Nolan, Volunteer Centre

	Brendan Mac Phiarias, NABCO

	

	

	Apologies

	Councillor M. Duff

	Councillor G. Kenny

	Betty Tyrell, ICTU Representative


H-I (1)
MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 19th of February 2015 were confirmed and approved as a true record.

H-I (2)
HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 2014 AND SECTION 62

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer presented an overview of revised operation of Section 62 of Housing Act, 1966, procedures and advised that legal advice is awaited. Advice is to be provided on a regional basis to ensure consistency of interpretation and application of revised procedures to ensure standardisation of documentation required to support same.

Mr. Hogan also advised that new procedures provide for awarding of Excluding Orders in the case of joint tenancies and also extension of Extension Orders to under 18’s. Mr. Hogan reported this had already been tested in Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Country Council and proved successful where with support of local Gardaí errant youths were kept away from areas of origin.

Mr. Hogan also referred to provision where South Dublin County Council could under new provisions; refuse to sell the house to a tenant for a period of 20 years.

Mr. Hogan also referred to success of Housing Estate Management team in securing pre-emptive surrenders.

Mr. Billy Coman, Director of Services, agreed on receipt of legal advice, a report will be made to the Anti-Social Behaviour sub-group of the SPC.
The following report was circulated and NOTED:

H-I (3)
SUB GROUPS – FINALISE AND AGREE EXTERNAL MEMBERS

Nominations for external members were submitted for the Homeless/Housing Supply Sub Committee and the following were agreed:
· Simon Brook of Cluid (nominated by Councillor E. O’Broin)

· Sharon Hartley of C.A.S.P. (nominated by T. Nolan, Volunteer Centre) Contact details for Sharon are comdev@casp.ie
In respect of the Anti-Social Behaviour Sub Committee the nomination of Superintendant Peter Duff of Tallaght Station was agreed. 
The above was Noted and it was Agreed each sub group to meet within next month.

H-I (4)
HOUSING ACCOMODATION DISABILITY STRATEGY

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer presented an overview of the Council’s Disability Strategy to the members.
The above was noted and it was agreed to present an update to the committee in the future.

H-I (5) TARGETS PROVIDED TO SDCC FOR 2015 TO 2017

Mr. B. Coman presented on the targets for South Dublin County Council to deliver 1445 Social Housing Units for the period 2015-2017 and referred to letter dated 17th of April from the Department of Environment Community and Local Government outlining these targets for delivery. The Governments “Social Housing Strategy 2020 – Support, Supply and Reform” was published late November 2014. The Programme envisages both new-build housing and a flexible range of supports to the private rental sector and the social housing sector. Nationally the Programme aspires to the construction of 35,000 new houses to address social housing need. The targets were set under a combination of Capital and Current expenditure programmes.

Following discussions from Members regarding these targets, Mr. B. Coman confirmed that these reports had been previously reported to each of the Area Committee Meetings and an overall report had been presented to Council at the March 2015 meeting. 
Mr. B. Coman agreed to provide a report to the Housing SPC on all Part VIII reports which will include a breakdown of targets identified as part of funding allocation as announced by Minister Kelly on the 17th of April 2015.

Mr. B. Coman reported that South Dublin County Council was successful in securing the largest amount of funding in the state. This was due to the organisation having carried out a comprehensive analysis of its land bank and identifying a number of potential sites for proposed infill schemes.
Members expressed concerns regarding proposed infill sites stating that these developments were considered generally to be dilution of green spaces throughout the County. Members requested that consideration be given to identification of alternative lands, e.g.  Lands at The Grange, lands contained within Lucan Area Plan, SDZ lands, lands fronting LUAS Line at back of Kilmartin, Fettercairn, lands approach to City West Road. They also requested that consideration be given to engaging with land swaps with private developers as alternative to sites identified. 

Mr. B. Coman reported that the proposed schemes identified under the current infill programme were selected from SDCC land bank on the basis of housing need, development potential and the provision of existing services. In relation to some of those sites proposed by the members, these could not be developed because they are privately owned, site is located  on existing services or the lands have been identified for other projects.  

He also informed the members that the CEO is open to considering various funding models to provide housing. This could be by way of Joint Venture, Public-Private or Special Purpose Vehicle. 

The above report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Hap Targets:  

A discussion arose in relation to the SDCC HAP targets for 2015 and the members considered these to be unrealistic given the current rental market in the Dublin region. Mr. Coman informed the committee that South Dublin has completed 146 applications under the scheme; none of these came from existing Rent Supplement Applications. The 2015 target of l725 includes the transfer of existing RS clients to HAP from SDCC Housing List.

Mr. B. Coman also summarised the position in relation to potential acquisitions via NARPS SPC for distressed properties throughout the county.

Tallaght Cross

Mr. B. Coman provided a summary to the background to acquisition via NARP’s of 65 units at Tallaght Cross to be used as temporary homeless accommodation and to be managed by Tuath Approved Housing Body on the basis of their proven experience.

The above report was NOTED.
The meeting concluded at 7:20 pm            

