COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, April 13, 2015

HEADED ITEM NO.14a

Report on the Public Consultation under Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 for Proposed Development of Rathcoole Village Improvement works, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin
Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations outlines the requirements with respect to the certain classes of developments for, on behalf of, or in partnership with Local Authorities.

These regulations apply to the proposed Development of Rathcoole Village Improvement works, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin
The proposal consists of:-
The proposed works include alterations and improvements to paving, kerbing, parking, trees, radii of road junctions, public lighting and bollards at the following locations:

(1) In front of the Church of Ireland, the Health Centre and the Garda Station

It is proposed to enhance the public realm here to include a new public plaza with stone kerbs and a regular pattern of trees and bollards

(2) In front of the School and Bank of Ireland 
It is proposed to provide new public plazas here complimented with trees to create a network of good quality public spaces and to improve the laneway link with the pedestrian crossing at the school

(3) At various locations along the Main Street
The proposal is for repairs and improvements to tie in with the existing paving and to increase the size of the pedestrian areas at the junctions by reducing the radii of these. This will improve accessibility and safety for pedestrians walking along main Street

(4) At the village green in front of the Poitin Stil 
The proposal here is to separate pedestrian and vehicular traffic by raising the level of the path from the laneway and providing a new tree lined walkway through the green to link with two new raised table crossings. The radius of the junction with Main Street will be reduced which will slow vehicular traffic in this area.
Works to include: 

· New paving and upgraded kerbing

· New trees, public lights and bollards

· Revised on street car-parking spaces and reduced radii junctions 
Please refer to the attached drawings for details:
Part VIII Display Sheets 1-3

Drawings of the proposed works were put on public display at the

South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 

during the period from 12th January 2015 to 23rd February 2015.

Submissions or observations with respect to this matter dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated were invited to be made in writing to:

The County Architect

Architectural Services Department

South Dublin County Council

County Hall

Tallaght

Dublin 24

The latest date for the receipt of submissions or observations was 5pm on Monday 9th March 2015. This date has now passed.

Submission of Observations and Submissions

Parties submitting observations / submissions 

The following is the list of the parties submitting formal written observations or submissions under the provisions of the Part 8 Consultation, as provided for in the legislation.  [See Site Notice / Public Notice text as displayed in County architects Report]. Observations made during the consultation process are have also been included. 

1. Rathcoole Community Council

2. Collins Maher Martin on behalf of Ciaran and Aisling Reilly 

3. Four Districts Day Care Centre

4. Greenogue Drive Residents Association
5. Dept of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht

6. Rathcoole Church of Ireland Parish
Responses to observations / submissions 

A number of the observations were repeated in submissions. The issues raised have therefore been responded to under issue / subject headings to avoid repetition. All observations have been included in the responses below.  
Entrance to Health Centre, Day care centre and Church of Ireland request for removable bollards here and wider entrance to allow two way traffic:

Removable bollards will be provided and a key given to stakeholders.

The stone walls at the Chuirch yard are of environmental  significance to the Church and its setting and it is felt that a widened entrance will increase speeds here. It is intended  to improve the balance of pedestrians and cars in this sensitive location and wider radii at the entrance will increase speeds and mitigate against pedestrian safety and activity here. 

Junction of Main St and Johnstown/Kilteel road request for review of recent works here which are providing difficulty for larger vehicles:

This junction is subject to a current review   by the Council  Roads Department and mitigation measures will be developed and implemented  based on this study. .

Provision of off street parking:

3 No on street parking spaces in total along the full length of the Main Street  are to be removed as part of the works. An audit of parking provision in the village is in progress. The balance of pedestrian and car is weighed heavily in favour of cars in Rathcoole with disadvantage to older residents, the lesser-abled and children. The proposal overall is to improve pavements and public space to create a more connected and safe public realm along the street. 
Provision of parking for people with limited mobility: 

A recent  audit has identified a deficit in accessible parking and additional accessible spaces will now  be provided as part of these works to compensate.
Facilitate use of mobility scooters/wheelchairs and tactile paving at dropped kerbs in line with the age friendly status of village:

Improved accessibility through enhancement of pavement widths and connectivity as well as dropped kerbs , level crossings etc will be central to the design and implementation of these works.
Review of parking at Main St. and Church of the Holy Family of large vehicles:

This area is not effected by the Part VIII and no proposals have been made in relation to the entrance to the Church. 

Ducting for Christmas lights in paths where paving is being replaced: 
This will be examined and provided if not cost prohibitive, however the location of existing utilities in preliminary surveys in the area strongly suggest  that this may not be possible. A suitable serviced location will be provided in agreement with the local committees for a village Christmas tree as part of this process.

Community Notice Board and Village Directory Sign: 

A suitable location for these will be identified and assessed  as part of the  detailed signage strategy which is now underway as a pilot project in Tallaght Town Centre..
Choice of Trees should not obscure visibility:

The choice of trees will be carefully considered as part of the design.

Liaise with Rathcoole Tidy towns for timing of works and planting:

This will be done on an ongoing basis. 
Requesting that access on west and east of protected structure on Main St be maintained:
This area will be redesigned and a vehicular entrance will be maintained here.
Request that concrete path linking Greenogue Drive with Main St be replaced with same paving as proposed:
The paving at the main Street end will be upgraded as part of the proposed works. The private laneway is not part of the proposed Part VIII but will be evaluated for subsequent upgrading in a later phase of improvement .
Confirmation that new bollards will be positioned to stop cars using concrete path mentioned above:

This arrangement of bollards  will be maintained.

Pedestrian crossing at School – request that pedestrian lights 78meteresfurther up Main St be moved to this location :
Following on from initial discussions with Road Traffic Dept, it is deemed that the existing crossing is working well at school times and that moving the existing  lights will not improve traffic flow or safety. Repositioning of these existing lights is not part of the Part VIII proposal.

Archaeological Monitoring shall consist of the following:

SDCC will employ a qualified archaeologist to monitor groundworks.

Should archaeological material be found, works on site may be stopped pending a decision on how best to deal with the archaeology and SDCC will notify Dept of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht.  The Planning Authority and Dept of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht shall be furnished with a report describing the results of monitoring.
Observations and Submissions – summary

The issues raised by the above parties were largely supportive of proposed development and the detailed concerns will be addressed as reported above.

Report Conclusions and Recommendations 
The proposed improvement works will enhance the public realm in areas of significance in the village, at the Church of Ireland, and  the Protected structures along Main St and at the Poitin Stil. 

The Main Street will benefit from new public plazas complimented with trees to create a network of good quality public spaces with improved accessibility for local residents.

Repairs and improvements will tie in with the existing paving and increase the size of the pedestrian areas at the junctions. Pavements will be increased and road crossing distances generally reduced. This will improve accessibility, connectivity and safety for pedestrians walking along Main Street. 

The County Architects Report is appended in support of the conclusions and recommendations.

As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, and supports a positive and viable initiative, it is recommended that the development is approved by the Council in accordance with the Public Consultation under Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations2001-2012 as published and reported. 

