Community Initiative Fund 2015
Report of Social and Community SPC
The Community Initiative Fund is a fund of €170,000 which will allow Community Groups to bid for funding support which is not available from other resources. It is designed to fund / provide an opportunity for access to funds for significant community and Cultural / heritage enhancement or neighbourhood projects.

The Community Initiative Fund has been has been designed and agreed by the Community SPC to be as flexible and responsive as possible to the needs of the community.
The fund will consider applications from €1,000 up to €50,000 for any one project.
Projects which involve the community working together, identifying their own needs and deciding for themselves the actions needed to find answers to such needs are particularly invited.

The project needs to be owned, developed and led by the people it serves. It should be of real value to the community generally, be well run and act as an inspiration to others and applications which show that an organisation will be able to provide some of their own funding and / or volunteerism to a project will be particularly encouraged.
This fund is not intended to be used to support the on-going running costs of established organisations. 
Applications will be invited from bodies which are within the administrative area of South Dublin County Council and broadly representative of their local community or neighbourhood.

Those eligible to make applications may include, Constituted Community, Sporting and Voluntary Organisations, Registered charities,  Not for Profit Organisations and Social Enterprise Groups.
	Please note that applicants will be required to:

	· Be registered with the Public Participation Network (PPN)

	· Be registered with the Revenue Commissioners www.revenue.ie

	· To have a Bank Account in the name of the group (not a credit union account)  

	· To have adequate insurance cover, and the Council must be indemnified on the policies before any project starts.


The project must be able to deliver against at least one of  the outcomes that will be listed in the application form. 
Grants will not be made for the purposes of:-

1. The promotion of religious or political beliefs.
2. Work that has already taken place, or for which an order has already been placed.

3. Activities for which a statutory body is responsible

4. Personal equipment not integral to the delivery of the project
5. Fundraising events or activities

6. Fetes or celebration events

7. VAT or other taxes which can be recovered

8. Ongoing revenue and running costs or salaries
The timescales for the 2015 scheme are as follows:
· Call for applications:       Second half of April 2015
· Receipt of completed applications:  Second half of May 2015
· Judging panels’ decisions: End of June 2015
