COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

RATHFARNHAM/TEMPLEOGUE-TERENURE AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Housing, Community, Planning, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management, Water & Drainage, Public Realm and Environment held on 10th March 2015.

	PRESENT

	COUNCILLORS

	A.M. Dermody

	C. Brophy

	P. Donovan

	F. Duffy

	P. Foley

	S. Holland

	P. Kearns

	J. Lahart

	D. Looney

	R. McMahon

	D. O’Donovan

	F. Warfield


An Cathaoirleach Councillor P. Kearns presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officer
	H. Hogan.

	County Architect
	E. Conroy.

	Senior Engineer
	L. Magee, T. O’Grady, J. McLoughlin.

	Senior Planner
	N. O’ Byrne, P. Hogan.

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Keenan, M. Hannon.

	Senior Executive Librarian
	D. Fagan.

	Staff Officer
	C. Malone.

	Clerical Officer
	A. Mooney.


RTT/138/15 CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

HEADED ITEM (1): 





  
Item ID: 43501

Minutes of Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Performance and Change Management and Corporate Support held on 10th February 2015, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the 10th February 2015 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Housing

RTT/139/15 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 1 - 3 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/140/15 CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIAL HOUSING IN TEMPLEOGUE - TERENURE

QUESTION (1): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 43469 

"To ask the Chief Executive what consideration has been given to the construction of social housing in the Templeogue-Terenure local electoral area, or to other methods of social housing provision in that LEA, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

Countywide, sites for social housing with capacity in excess of 600 units have been identified. Of those, the tender process in respect of fifteen no. units is nearing completion, it is anticipated construction will commence on site in Qtr 1 2015 with target delivery date Qtr 2 2016. Budget cost approval is currently awaited from the DECLG in respect of a further 57 units with target commencement date of 3rd Qtr 2015.

The Council proposes to commence the Part 8 process in respect of remaining sites identified in respect of which Elected Memebrs have been briefed. This includes two sites at Stocking Lane (capacity for 40 units) and Owendoher (capacity for 35 units). Reports will be presented on an incremental basis to each of the Area Committees in the coming months and funding applications will be submitted to the DECLG in order to progress delivery of the units.

In addition to Part V111 process, the following additional supply mechanisms will be considered as part of the Social Housing Strategy:

Capital Supply

· Social Housing Investment Programme to provided units through Direct build and Direct Purchase, 

· Capital Assistance Scheme and Capital Loan Scheme operated by the Approved Housing Bodies 

· Part 5 currently 15% requirement but will revised to 10% in the new planning bill 

Revenue Supply Mechanisms
· Rental Accommodation Scheme 

· Leasing 

· Housing Assistance Payment 

These are all funded from the Governments Revenue budget and are considered client driven as tenants procure the properties through private landlords.

RTT/141/15 VILLAGES INITIATIVE 
QUESTION (2): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 43472 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an updated timeframe for the delivery of the Villages Initiative for the area under the remit of this Committee, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

The Villages Initiative intends to encourage and grow community involvement and partnership to complement and energise Council environmental and maintenance programmes and develop new projects. These new projects will help to develop the villages as the accessible focus of walking and amenity networks for their adjoining communities. 

Part 8 Consultation on the Rathfarnham project is already underway. The works shown primarily relate to paving / kerbing, new tree planting, public spaces and adjustment of roads and parking, public lighting i.e. – public realm works. Drawings and Reports are available for inspection under the ‘Public Notices’ section of the Council website. A scheme has been prepared for Templeogue Village but requires the consent of a number of local property owners both to the Part 8 display and the carrying out of the works in the future. Initial meetings have not been successful but further discussions will be pursued. In absence of agreement, a more limited approach will then be adopted.

Other projects such as cycle / pedestrian links and networks offering travel choice and linking communities to their village centres, will have a longer timetable. Unused and underused sites/buildings are being pursued under the Derelict Sites Act. Building quality will be supported and upgraded through the Shopfront Programme, now in its second year. Grant-aid is also available to community groups for local events and festivals, as well as direct and to support Tidy Towns Committees.

This is a broad initiative with up to €7.0 million of funding approved by the Members, will take time, patience and will need community and business support. Actions will be incremental and gradual and carried out with respect for heritage and the value of place. It is intended to commence work on the Rathfarnham project before the end of 2015.

RTT/142/15 ROSEBANK COTTAGE  

QUESTION (3): Councillor D. O'Donovan  

Item ID: 43453 

"To ask the Chief Executive what the up to date position is with Rosebank Cottage in Rathfarnham.  What stage are negotiations with the landlord?"

REPLY:

A thorough examination of this property was undertaken by the County Architects Dept with a view to advising on its suitability for housing families in need of housing. A schedule of works was prepared and forwarded to the owner with a request that he arrange for the works to be carried out. The works are extensive and may not be economically viable for the owner to undertake in light of the lease rent that might be expected for the premises .

RTT/143/15 THE HOUSING PROCUREMENT & ALLOCATIONS REPORT

HEADED ITEM (2): Housing, Social and Community Development  Item ID: 43503 

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer presented the following report:

Allocations Report:-

	RATHFARNHAM
	2014
	CURRENT 01/01/2015 TO 28/02/2015
	CURRENT NOS ON LIST

	HOUSING LIST ALLOCATIONS Section categorised as follows:-
	14
	3
	6439

	CBL
	0
	2
	

	ASH
	4
	
	

	OAP
	1
	
	

	Homeless
	2
	
	

	Medical
	2
	1
	

	Priority Committee
	
	
	

	Standard
	5
	
	

	
	
	
	

	HOUSING LIST RAS Section – Standard
	1
	0
	

	
	
	
	

	TRANSFERS Allocations Section
	5
	0
	567

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	20
	3
	


	COUNTYWIDE 
	2014
	CURRENT 01/01/2015 TO 28/02/2015 
	CURRENT NOS ON LIST

	HOUSING LIST ALLOCATIONS Section categorised as follows:-
	229
	34
	8629

	CBL
	66
	13
	

	ASH
	51
	5
	

	OAP
	13
	1
	

	Homeless
	44
	10
	

	Medical
	31
	3
	

	Priority Committee
	3
	
	

	Standard
	21
	2
	

	
	
	
	

	HOUSING LIST RAS Section – Standard
	65
	23 
	

	
	
	
	

	TRANSFERS Allocations Section
	54
	9
	766

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	348
	66
	


The following table outlines Leasing/RAS and PRTB inspections progress in the Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure electoral area asa at 28/2/15

	
	@31/12/14
	new -1/1/15 to 28/2/15
	renewals- 1/1/15 to 28/2/15
	terminations
	cumulative properties at 28/2/15
	processing at 28/2/15

	Properties procured under lease arrangements
	19
	1
	1
	
	20
	2

	Properties procured under RAS arrangements
	65
	1
	2
	1
	65
	20

	PRTB inspections(countywide)
	9434
	285
	
	
	9719
	200

	(note 2402 PRTB inspections in 2014)
	
	
	
	
	
	


Following contributions from Councillors D. Looney and D. O’Donovan, Mr H. Hogan Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/144/15 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (3): Housing  




Item ID: 43474 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/145/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (1): Housing  



Item ID: 43475 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/146/15 VILLAGE INITIATIVE PROGRAMME 
MOTION (1):  







Item ID: 43462 

It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-
"That the Chief Executive present to this meeting how Rathfarnham Village will benefit from the €7m Village Initiative programme as announced on the 16th of February 2015."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:

“Village surveys and a SWOT analysis of 9 villages have identified a number of key areas requiring attention in order to build in the villages existing strengths. These include the need for improved landscaping, prioritisation of open spaces, great legibility and ease of access.

Part 8 Consultations on the Rathfarnham project commenced on 23rd January 2015. The works shown primarily relate to paving / kerbing, new tree planting, public spaces and adjustment of roads and parking, public lighting i.e. – public realm works. These are divided into two new public plazas – one adjoining Rathfarnham Castle and the other opposite the Credit Union adjoining the old graveyard. Plans for a plaza to the southern end of the village at Butterfield Avenue are in consultation with local businesses and will advance to Part 8 Consultation if agreement can be reached.

Other projects will have a longer timetable such as cycle / pedestrian links including Dodder Bridge, and networks offering travel choice and linking communities to their village centres. Building quality will be supported and upgraded through the Shopfront Programme, now in its second year. Grant-aid is also available to community groups for local events and festivals, as well as direct and to support Tidy Towns Committees. Decluttering of bollards, unused poles and unwanted signage was already taken place in 2014. Ongoing replacement of bollards, street furniture will continue through 2015. Maintenance works on footpaths at Butterfield Avenue and the Bypass are already completed (including cutting of obstructive tree roots).

This is a broad initiative with over €7.0 million of funding approved by the Members. It will not be done in a blinding flash but as you can see from above will take time, patience and will need community and business support. Actions will be incremental and gradual and carried out with respect for heritage and the value of place.”
Following contributions from Councillors D. O’Donovan, R. McMahon, C. Brophy, P. Foley, A.M. Dermody and J. Lahart, Mr. E. Conroy, County Architect responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Community

RTT/147/15 QUESTIONS 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/148/15 APPLICATION FOR COMMUNITY GRANTS

HEADED ITEM (4): Community 




 Item ID: 43476 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/149/15 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (5): Community  




Item ID: 43477 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/150/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (2): Community  



Item ID: 43478 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Planning

RTT/151/15 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 4 - 7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/152/15 DODDER CYCLEWAY PROJECT

QUESTION (4): Councillor P. Foley  



Item ID: 43410 

"To ask the Chief Executive can a progress report be given to the Councillors on the progress of the Dodder cycleway project?"

REPLY:

A Technical Feasibility study for a Greenway pedestrian and cycle route along the River Dodder from Dublin City Centre to Bohernabreena was completed in 2012, and a Tourism and Economic Feasibility Study was completed in 2013.

The Dodder Greenway has significant potential to accommodate commuters, recreational users and tourists and to support business as well as to enliven towns and villages along its route.

The preliminary design of the route in South Dublin County Council area is currently well underway. As part of the preliminary design of the Greenway, it is necessary to consider how access to the route can be improved for potential users as well as to ensure good connections to attractions and services. South Dublin County Council have also recently appointed consultants who will carry out the environmental assessment for the full route on behalf of the adjoining counties. Its completion will require the preliminary design for the full route to be carried out, including the section in Dublin City and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown.

Dublin City Council are currently preparing to procure consultants to commence the preliminary design of the route downstream from Orwell Park to Grand Canal docks, and they will also include the design of the section through Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County.

RTT/153/15 DICKIE ROCKS FIELD  

QUESTION (5): Councillor S. Holland  


Item ID: 43218 

"To ask the Chief Executive that given concerns surrounding the development of Dickie Rocks field, please advise on the current status of the development plan for the area, with particular attention paid to the timeline for construction of the local facilities promised at the outset of the developments?"

REPLY:

The site is zoned A – ‘To protect and/or improve residential amenity’. A planning application Ref: SD15A/0017 for 317 dwelling units is under consideration at present with a statutory due date for decision on 22nd March 2015. No decision has been issued yet. 

RTT/154/15 MOBILE PHONE MASTS
QUESTION (6): Councillor S. Holland  


Item ID: 43221 

"To ask the Chief Executive to please outline the restrictions on making additions to mobile phone masts and outline what reviews are taken to ensure that no additions are made to masts outside of the conditions imposed - with particular emphasis on that directly beside Scoil Mhuire in Whitechurch?"

REPLY:

Policy on Telecommunications Antennae and Support Structures is set out in Section 2.5.8 of the County Development 2010 – 2016 as follows:

In the consideration of proposals for telecommunications antennae and support structures the Council will, as a minimum standard, have regard to the Telecommunications Antennae and Support Structures Guidelines for Planning Authorities (1996) and to such other publications and material as may be relevant in the circumstances. The Guidelines deal with telecommunications installations related to the provision of public cellular mobile telephone systems. They also deal with the antennae required for receiving and transmitting telephony signals, the support structures for these antennae, the associated buildings and radio equipment containers, ancillary equipment such as poles and cables and with access roads to base stations.
When evaluating planning applications for the provision of such telecommunications installations, the Council will be concerned to ensure the protection of public health and the preservation of residential and visual amenity. Regard will be had to the Telecommunications Antennae and Support Structures Guidelines for Planning Authorities (1996) and to any other matters considered relevant to the achievement of these objectives.
In particular, the Council will discourage the location of antennae in residential areas and near primary and secondary schools and childcare facilities, and will set down and review standards in this regard from time to time. In doing so, South Dublin County Council wishes to provide the maximum protection for the health and well being of its citizens, and to strike a fair balance between the rights of individual citizens and the general good.
A minimum distance of approximately 100 metres shall be provided between mobile communication masts/antennae and residential areas/ primary and secondary schools/ childcare facilities/hospitals. This requirement shall not apply in the case of planning applications relating to sites where planning permission for such development has previously been granted.
The Council will discourage a proliferation of these masts in the County. To achieve this, the Council will promote cooperation between relevant agencies/operators, the sharing of space on telecommunications masts, and careful site selection. Where new facilities are proposed applicants will be required to satisfy the Council that they have made a reasonable effort to share facilities or to locate facilities in clusters.
Planning permissions for telecommunications antennae and support structures shall be for a temporary period of not more than five years.
In the consideration of proposals for telecommunications antennae and support structures, applications will be required to demonstrate the following:
· Compliance with the Telecommunications Antennae and Support Structures Guidelines for Planning Authorities (1996) and to other publications and material as may be relevant in the circumstances; 

· On a map the location of all existing telecommunications structures within a 1km radius of the proposed site, stating reasons why (if not proposed) it is not feasible to share existing facilities bearing in mind the Code of Practice on Sharing of Radio Sites (2003); 

· To what degree the proposal will impact on the amenities of occupiers of nearby properties, or the amenities of the area (e.g. visibility issues regarding free-standing masts and associated equipment cabinets, and security fencing treatment) with potential for mitigating visual impacts, for example such as by low and mid-level landscape screening to be explored where appropriate, and any access arrangements explored including impact on any existing public Right of Way; 

· That the beam of greatest intensity from a base station does not fall on any part of the grounds or buildings of a primary or secondary school or childcare facility, without agreement from the management of the school/facility and the parents of children attending the school/facility. Where an operator submits an application for planning permission for the installation, alteration or replacement of a mobile phone base station, whether at or near a primary or secondary school or childcare facility, the operator must provide evidence that they have consulted with the relevant body of the school or childcare facility; and 

· A statement from operators of compliance with the Guidelines for Limiting Exposure to Time-Varying Electric, Magnetic and Electromagnetic Fields (1998), in order to reduce genuine public health and safety concerns. 

Revisions to the ‘Telecommunications Guidelines 1996’ were introduced in October 2012 by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government by way of ‘Circular Letter PL 07/12 - Telecommunications Antennae and Support Structure Guidelines’. This circular states, inter alia 

· Temporary Permissions 

‘Only in exceptional circumstances where particular site or environmental conditions apply, should a permission issue with conditions limiting their life’.

Scoil Mhuire
Additions to masts outside of the permissions and conditions imposed would come to the Councils attention from notification by members of the public and from the Area Planner.

With regard to masts in the vicinity of Scoil Mhuire in Whitechurch, permission was granted for a period of five years by An Bord Pleanala on 22/04/13 to Vodafone Ireland under SD12A/0193 (PL 06S.241424) for:

Retention permission for existing 20 metres high telecommunications support structure, with associated antennae and link dishes, associated equipment cabinets, security fence, associated site development works, (previous planning register reference number SD06A/0360). The development continues to form part of Vodafone Ireland’s existing GSM and 3G Broadband Telecommunications Network, all at Palmer Park/Pearse Brothers Park, Ballyboden, Dublin.

RTT/155/15 MINKS IN THE DODDER AND GLIN RIVERS IN RATHFARNHAM 
QUESTION (7): Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 43254 

"To ask the Chief Executive what the position is regarding Minks in the Dodder and Glin Rivers in Rathfarnham?"

REPLY:

Following on from the pilot survey and trapping programme undertaken along the Dodder River last autumn, and in conjunction with National Parks and Wildlife Service and parallel efforts in DCC with regards to the control of this non-native invasive species, trapping for mink has recommenced in South Dublin County. 

In order to find a cost effective means of implementing a trapping programme, and to have maximum impact for the protection of native Protected Species and biodiversity, this year's trapping efforts will target those sections of the River Dodder which are known to support protected bird species such as kingfisher, dipper and grey wagtail. The objective is to reduce mink numbers around these nesting sites before and during nesting season with the intention of facilitating better survival rates of eggs and fledgelings. Trapping is also scheduled for the autumn, prior to the fish spawning season, to attempt to reduce predation on fish before they spawn.

As mink have also been trapped by DCC in Bushy Park, a section of the Owendoher at Rathfarnham has been included in our survey and trapping programme for this year. The objective is to deduce mink numbers along the lower sections of the Owendoher where it joins the Dodder close to Bushy Park. 

RTT/156/15 PLANNING FILES

HEADED ITEM (6): Planning  




Item ID: 43479 

Mr. N. O’Byrne, Senior Planner presented the following report:
A. Large Applications Under Consideration

FILE DISUCSSED:

SD15A/0027

LOCATION:
Limekiln Farm & St. Peters School, Limekiln Road, Greenhills, Dublin 12.
COMMENTS:
There were no comments made on this application.

FILE DISUCSSED:

SD15A/0017

LOCATION:
Scholarstown Road, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16.
COMMENTS:
There were no comments made on this application.

FILE DISUCSSED:

SD14A/0222

LOCATION:
Lands at Stocking Vale, Stocking Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
COMMENTS:
There were no comments made on this application.

B. Requested files

FILE DISUCSSED:

SD15A/0036

LOCATION:
Ashfield College, Templeogue Road, Dublin 6W
COMMENTS:
Councillors P. Foley, C. Brophy, R. McMahon, F. Warfield, D. Looney and P. Kearns commented on this application.

FILE DISUCSSED:

SD15A/0027

LOCATION:
Limekiln Farm & St. Peters School, Limekiln Road, Greenhills, Dublin 12.
Comments:
There were no comments made on this application.
RTT/157/15 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (7): Planning  




Item ID: 43480 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/158/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (3): Planning  



Item ID: 43481 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/159/15 CATHAOIRLEACHS BUSINESS - VICTORY CENTRE
MOTION (2): 







Item ID: 43447 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor A.M Dermody:-
“That this Committee asks the Chief Executive to outline the permitted uses for the former Victory Centre on the Firhouse Road and any consultations the Planning Department has had with the new owner.”

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:

“Permission was granted by An Bord Pleanala under SD04A/0666 (PL 06S.209775) for the following: 
(1) Construction of Christian church building (circa 2,932 square metres to be used as a place of worship and associated community activity, the height of this building measures 9.675 square metres from ground level.

(2) The provision of 121 car park spaces in total and 24 bike park spaces.

(3) Construction of new gated vehicular and pedestrian entrance off the Firhouse Road.

(4) Construction of refuse collection area to rear of proposed church building.

(5) Onsite stormwater attenuation tanks and outfall structure, discharging to the Dodder

River and on-site foul collection/pumping station connecting to public sewer on the

Firhouse Road.

(6) Construction of block pillar, low level wall with railings, around the perimeter of the entire site boundary.

(7) Provision of 2.4 metres wide footpath and associated planting to the west of the site for proposed linear park development.

(8) Relocation of existing G.A.A. pitch. (9) Site landscaping and planting and all associated site works on lands adjacent to Killininny House, Killininny, Firhouse Road, Dublin.

Pre-planning consultations are not made public until a planning application relating to the pre-planning has been submitted.”
Following a contribution from Councillor P Kearns, Mr. N. O’Byrne, Senior Planner responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/160/15 PLANNING LEVIES 
MOTION (3): 







 Item ID: 43463 

It was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:-
"That the Chief Executive inform whether or not there is any restricted limitation in the planning code that says that the revenue raised as a result of planning levies, that a certain percentage be assigned or ring-fenced for spending on specific projects within an area. This motion is borne out of the number of residents who are not pleased with the disruption caused by large planning developments but such frustration would be mitigated somewhat by improvements in parks or other areas resulting from planning levies."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:

“Section 48 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, as amended, enables a Planning Authority, when granting planning permission under Section 34 of the Act, to attach conditions requiring the payment of a contribution in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the administrative area of the Planning Authority in accordance with an approved Development Contributions Scheme (DCS).

The funds collected as part of the DCS are used to improve infrastructure and facilities across the administrative area of the Council, that are specified in the DCS. The distribution and prioritisation of these funds has to date been determined by an assessment of the strategic development needs of the County.

‘Development Contributions: Guidelines for Planning Authorities', January 2013, state that "Development contributions are not cash-cows: there is an important balance to be struck between the funding of public infrastructure and the need to encourage economic activity and promote sustainable development patterns".

The Guidelines also state that planning authorities are required to ensure that their development contribution schemes appropriately promote the development of areas prioritised in the core strategy of the County Development Plan as required under the Planning and Development (Amendment), Act 2010.”
Following a contribution from Councillor A.M Dermody, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Transportation

RTT/161/15 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 8 - 17 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/162/15 NEW ENTRANCE AT KNOCKCULLEN
QUESTION (8): Councillor A-M. Dermody  


Item ID: 43412 

"To ask the Chief Executive to provide an assessment on the completion of the new entrance at Knockcullen, confirming that adequate street lights were used, that there is signage indicating an entrance on both left and right approaches to the estate,  confirm also if it is the case that the new entrance is located opposite a bus stop and whether or not there was any engagment with Dublin Bus in relation to the relocation of that stop away from the entrance.  Please in your reply comment on whether or not there ought to be a yellow box at this junction?  Residents are complaining that this new entrance despite the money expended is now every bit the traffic hazard than the old entrance?"

REPLY:

Works to the new entrance at Knockcullen were completed in 2014 and certified by the Consulting Engineer to be in compliance with the requirements of the contract drawings and specifications. The road and junction have been designed in compliance with the new criteria enshrined in DMURS (Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets) which specifies tighter corner radii, narrower carriageway widths and shorter sightlines. The works were funded by way of an NRA Low Cost Safety Improvement Works Grant.

Whilst the observations of residents with regard to the new road geometry embodied in DMURS are understandable, the objective of the new tighter corner radii and reduced sightlines is inter alia to slow traffic at junctions thereby creating a safer environment for vulnerable road users.

The new Knocklyon Road / Knockcullen junction is a substantial improvement on the “old” junction as it provides a much safer environment for residents of Knockcullen Rise in particular, and also for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists from other parts of Ashton and Knockcullen Estates.

In particular;

· The street lighting specified and installed for the new section of road complies with the appropriate requirements and standards. 

· Proper signage has been provided on both approaches to the new junction. 

· Dublin Bus will relocate the bus-stop in the near future to a location a short distance away in the direction of the filling-station. 

· Whilst a yellow box is not envisaged at this time, the junction will be monitored to establish whether a yellow box is needed. 

RTT/163/15 ROSEMOUNT  

QUESTION (9): Councillor S. Holland  


Item ID: 43219 

"To ask the Chief Executive, given the current concerns around the Rosemount parking & shopping, whether it would be of any benefit to organise a meeting with the Rathfarnham Village traders, who encountered similar challenges and may have valuable input into possible solutions & suggestions?"

REPLY:

Similar issues were experienced in Rathfarnham village prior to the implementation of pay and display parking, where long stay parking was preventing access to parking spaces for customers to business and civic facilities in the village. While the stakeholders are different between the areas the outcome in parking management can be transferable. A meeting can be accommodated if requested by stakeholders.

RTT/164/15 TRAFFIC FLOW AT ENTRANCE TO WOODSTOWN ESTATE  

QUESTION (10): Councillor P. Kearns  


Item ID: 43448 

“To ask the Chief Executive whether the Transportation Department have examined the traffic flow at the roundabout at entrance to Woodstown Estate on Ballycullen Road at rush hour in the mornings, and if he will make a statement as to whether the Council has any proposals to improve traffic flow at this location?”

REPLY:

There is no proposal to modify the Roundabout on Ballycullen Road at Woodstown. The roundabout is not unduly constraining traffic and holding it back from the junction at St Colmcille’s Way. Yellow boxes are provided on the roundabout to permit general movement should an exit off the roundabout be congested.

RTT/165/15  FOOTPATH REPAIR PROGRAMME 2015 

QUESTION (11): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 42528 

"To ask the Chief Executive to outline the 2015 programme for footpath repair please?"

REPLY:

The 2015 footpath programme was presented with the Roads programme to the February meeting of the Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure ACM. 

RTT/166/15 CHILDREN AT PLAY SIGNS FOR ORLAGH ESTATE

QUESTION (12): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 42555 

"To ask the Chief Executive to replace the children at play/ caution children signs within Orlagh estate which were provided by the residents association many years ago with more up to date signage (on the same poles) that reflect contemporary design standards?"

REPLY:

New children at play signs will be provided.

RTT/167/15 PARKING SIGN AT ST MARY'S TERRACE 
QUESTION (13): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 43317 

"To ask the Chief Executive that the parking sign at the entrance to St Mary's Terrace has been damaged for some time and people who use the local paper shop and local Yellow House have received parking fines and yet the sign is totally invisible - can the Council repair the existing sign and even place another more visible sign that drivers can actually see at the entrance to St Mary's Terrace as opposed to behind a thick ESB Pole?"

REPLY:

The parking sign will be repositioned to make it easier to be seen by drivers.

RTT/168/15 TRAFFIC AT BEECHDALE/OAKDALE  

QUESTION (14): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 43466 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the traffic situation at Beechdale/Oakdale as discussed in a deputation meeting of September 24th last, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

This matter is the subject of a headed item at todays meeting. 

RTT/169/15 GREENHILLS RD/LIMEKILN RD/BALLYMOUNT/ROBINHOOD REALIGNMENT SCHEME
QUESTION (15): Councillor D. Looney 


 Item ID: 43471 

"To ask the Chief Executive what specific actions are planned to be taken for the Greenhills Rd/Limekiln Rd/Ballymount/Robinhood Realignment scheme for the remainder of 2015, what outstanding phases will be left at that stage, how it is planned to source funding for the delivery of the scheme in full, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

Due to the economic downturn in recent years, the former NRA Strategic and Specific Schemes of Roads Grants, and associated annual application process for Local Authorities, have been withdrawn. As a consequence of this situation South Dublin County Council has been unable to secure funding for inter alia the Greenhills Reconfiguration Scheme. As no funding has been secured for 2015 for this Scheme, no progress can be made in respect of either the Detailed Design / Site Investigations for the Scheme as a whole or for any of its individual elements.

Arising from its commitments under the CPO, SDCC is progressing with land acquisition for this Scheme, and a further settlement was concluded in 2014 in respect of a pivotal site at Robinhood. 

However, until a suitable Scheme of Grants is restored, it is difficult to predict when the Detailed Design / Site Investigations stage can commence.

RTT/170/15 PUBLIC LIGHTING UPGRADE IN RTT AREA 
QUESTION (16): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 43454 

"To ask the Chief Executive when will the current public lighting upgrade be finished in the Rathfarnham/Terenure/Templeogue Area?"

REPLY:

The public lighting in question is in Knocklyon and concerns the replacement of 100 poles in the area as part of our Structural Upgrade Programme. This is a phased programme that is being rolled out to replace aging columns that are currently part of the county public lighting network.

The columns were replaced and all associated works completed by our maintenance contractor Al Read Ltd in late December 2014. However, ESB Networks have delayed the connection of these new columns due to various administrative and technical reasons. We are currently in contact with them on a regular basis to expedite the matter and we have been informed that the columns will be connected within three weeks.

RTT/171/15 NEW ENTRANCE TO KNOCKCULLEN 
QUESTION (17): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 43455 

"To ask the Chief Executive to put in place correct road signage at the new entrance to Knockcullen.  A yield sign needs to be put in place at the junction where the Knockcullen Cul-de-sac meets the main Knockcullen Road through to Elkwood and Ashton, together with a slow and stop sign as you enter the estate.  Residents have also requested a Zebra Crossing to facilitate reaching the bus stop on the Knocklyon Road.  Can the Chief Executive confirm who paid for the new entrance as some residents believe the developer responsible for the new estate behind the garage on the Knocklyon Road paid for it?"

REPLY:

Works to the new entrance at Knockcullen were completed in 2014 and certified by the Consulting Engineer to be in compliance with the requirements of the contract drawings and specifications. The road and junction have been designed in compliance with the new criteria enshrined in DMURS (Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets) which specifies tighter corner radii, narrower carriageway widths and shorter sightlines. The works were funded by way of an NRA Low Cost Safety Improvement Works Grant

Whilst the observations of residents with regard to the new road geometry embodied in DMURS are understandable, the objective of the new tighter corner radii and reduced sightlines is inter alia to slow traffic at junctions thereby creating a safer environment for vulnerable road users.

The new Knocklyon Road / Knockcullen junction is a substantial improvement on the “old” junction as it provides a much safer environment for residents of Knockcullen Rise in particular, and also for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists from other parts of Ashton and Knockcullen Estates.

In particular;

· Proper signage and road lining has been provided on both approaches to the new junction on Knocklyon Road, and at the new junction of Knockcullen Rise and Knockcullen Road. 

· Whilst a zebra crossing is not envisaged at this time, the crossing will be monitored to establish whether one is needed. 

RTT/172/15 PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

HEADED ITEM (8): Transportation  



Item ID: 43482 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/173/15 BEECHDALE AVENUE TRAFFIC SURVEY

HEADED ITEM (9): Transportation  



Item ID: 43483 

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer presented the following report:
“The Council met a deputation of Beechdale residents and others in relation to the possible closure of the junction of Beechdale Avenue and Oakdale Park. The Deputation highlighted a number of issues in relation to safety of children on the road and boundary treatment of the green area highlighting their concerns in relation to speeding and traffic volumes. The residents presented a petition. 

At the deputations meeting following some discussion it was agreed to prepare a report to the area committee.

The roads department have re-examined the matter in the light of the commitment to provide a report to the committee and commissioned a traffic volume and sped count on the subject road which is attached herewith. 

An automatic counter was put in place on Beechdale Ave between Feb 6th and Feb 12th. The ATC collected both count and speed for the 7 day period.

The location has a 50kph speed limit.

The data can be summarised as follows

	Location
	Direction
	Start
	Finish
	Total Veh
	5day Ave
	7 day Ave
	No >50kph
	Mean Speed
	85th%ile Speed



	Beechdale Ave                 
	Westbound
	6/2/15     
	12/2/15          
	3978
	600
	568
	6
	33.1
	38.9

	Beechdale Ave                 
	Eastbound
	 6/2/15      
	12/2/15          
	3970
	599
	567
	3
	32.6
	38.5

	
	Combined
	
	
	7948
	1199
	1135
	9
	32.9
	38.5


It should be noted the speed limit was exceed by 9 vehicles being 0.1% of the total vehicles.

During the survey period no vehicle was observed to be above 55kph i.e. exceeding the limit by 5kph or greater.

We have examined the residents report in detail and while the report highlights a number of concerns that residents have in relation to safety of children which can be addressed in a different manner than closure of the access from Oakdale Park.

Beechdale estate was constructed in such a way as to be traffic calmed and the roads were made narrower from day one in order to limit the speed of traffic and identify the area as a residential area service local as well as extraneous traffic to reach community and chopping facilities. 

This has resulted in narrow roads and tighter bends so that speeding would be reduced.  

In addition a number of traffic calming ramps were installed by the developers as part of the housing scheme. These were subsequently added to by the developer of the ALDI supermarket, the development of which is accordance with the County Development plan. 

This has made the road network in the area more friendly for vulnerable road users. 

The residents in their submission make reference to the fact of increased traffic volumes through the estate well in excess of the forecasted volumes for 2028.  Forecast such as these are a snapshot in time and indicate the likely outcome in a specific period of time. I would be surprised if this was not the case as it is normal for traffic to seek out alternative routes to improve progress. The roads have been designed to take the volume of traffic within the estate as well as the attracted traffic to other routes at a reduced speed. This is evidenced by the survey carried out by the Council.

The network was not solely designed for the benefit of Beechdale Avenue residents and other local and remote drivers are entitled to and expect to use same.

In addition any restriction to vehicular traffic here will have a detrimental effect on traffic in Daletree which is also accessed off Beechdale Road and Parklands Road. This will also result in an increase of traffic on Ferncourt and Old Court. It could also have a detrimental effect on emergency traffic.

In addition it is not fair to expect that one residential community should benefit at the expense of others.

It should be noted that in the survey alluded to above and the attached reports the speed limit was exceeded by 9 vehicles being 0.1% of the total vehicles.

During the survey period no vehicle was observed to be above 55kph i.e. exceeding the limit by 5kph or greater.

The matter of the fencing of the green area has been agreed to be examined by our Parks Department.

In the circumstances therefore the closure of Beechdale Avenue to vehicular traffic is not recommended.”

Final Report
Site Report
Following contributions from Councillors C. Brophy, D. Looney, D. O’Donovan, P. Kearns and P. Foley, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/174/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (4): Transportation 


 Item ID: 43484 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/175/15 WRITE TO DUBLIN BUS REGARDING 15B ROUTE
MOTION (4):  






 
Item ID: 43316 

It was proposed by Councillor S. Holland, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-
"That this Council write to Dublin Bus to ask about the review of the 15B route, and that residents of Whitechurch estate are considered.  It was moved away from Whitechurch estate in order to service Stocking Wood and residents of Whitechurch are now left only with the 61.  The 61 leaves only once per hour and goes to town via a circuitous route.  Residents have asked that the 15B pass by again to pick them up as the area is currently well underserviced by public transport."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“If the Motion is approved a letter will issue to Dublin Bus and when a response is received the Committee will be notified.”

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and as outlined in the motion agreed that the Committee write to Dublin Bus. The motion was AGREED. 

RTT/176/15 BOUNDRY WALL AT BOHERNABREENA PITCH & PUTT CLUB 
MOTION (5): 







Item ID: 43419 

It was proposed by Councillor R. McMahon, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That the Council rebuild and repair the boundry wall along the road on the South Side of Bohernabreena Pitch & Putt Club, where a number of car crashes have damaged or completely knocked down the wall. It is now a matter of road safety as the wall protect cars and pedestrians from falling down the steep incline. The wall should be reinstated to the original standard and style."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“The wall in question is in private ownership and the Dangerous Buildings section are in the process of contacting the owner.” 
Following contributions from Councillors R. McMahon, J. Lahart and C. Brophy, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/177/15 ROAD MARKINGS OUTSIDE ST. COLMCILLES NATIONAL SCHOOL

MOTION (6):  







Item ID: 43459 

It was proposed by Councillor D. O'Donovan, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That the Chief Executive ensure that the road markings be reinstated and updated/upgraded outside St. Colmcilles National School, Knocklyon and surrounding areas."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“Any existing markings will be reinstated but any new markings will have to be agreed at the TCM.”
Following contributions from Councillor D. O’Donovan, Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Economic Development

RTT/178/15 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 18 - 19 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/179/15 LAND BEHIND WHITECHURCH SHOPS 
QUESTION (18): Councillor S. Holland  


Item ID: 43222 

"To ask the Chief Executive to please carry out a valuation on the land behind Whitechurch shops?"
REPLY:

The lands in question are in private ownership and are used as playing pitches by Saint Mary's National School. The Council would not be in a position to carry out a valuation of these lands. 

RTT/180/15 LAND BETWEEN THE FIRHOUSE ROAD AT THE M50 FLYOVER AND THE OLD FIRHOUSE ROAD 
QUESTION (19): Councillor P. Kearns  


Item ID: 43449 

"To ask the Chief Executive as to whether the land between the Firhouse Road at the M50 flyover and the Old Firhouse Road at Homeville is owned by the Council, and as to whether there are any plans to enhance it or develop it and if he will make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:

Most of the lands between the Firhouse Road at the M50 flyover and the Homeville development are in Council ownership. Given the nature of the site and the location of services crossing the site the development potential of these lands is too restrictive.

RTT/181/15 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (10): Economic Development  

Item ID: 43485 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/182/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (5): Economic Development  
Item ID: 43486 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Libraries & Arts

RTT/183/15 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/184/15 LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS

HEADED ITEM (11): Libraries & Arts  



Item ID: 43487 

Ms. D. Fagan, Senior Executive Librarian presented the following report:
Library News & Events
Following contributions from Councillors D. O’Donovan, D. Looney and P. Kearns, Ms. D. Fagan, Senior Executive Librarian responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/185/15 APPLICATION FOR ARTS GRANTS  
HEADED ITEM (12): Libraries & Arts  



Item ID: 43488 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/186/15 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (13): Libraries & Arts  



Item ID: 43489 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/187/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (6): Libraries & Arts 


 Item ID: 43490 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Corporate Support

RTT/188/15 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 20 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/189/15 PUBLIC DRINKING IN RTT AREA
QUESTION (20): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 43456 

"To ask the Chief Executive what is the legal position with public drinking in Rathfarnham, Templeogue, Terenure villages?  Is there legislation in place to prohibit same?"
REPLY:

The relevant Irish legislation relating to the serving of alcohol in licensed premises, the buying of alcoholic drinks in off-licences and drinking alcohol in public places is the Intoxicating Liquor Act 2008, Intoxicating Liquor Act 2003, Intoxicating Liquor Act 2000, the Licensing Act, 1872 and the Criminal Justice (Public Order) Act 1994.

Council Bye Laws prohibiting the consumption of intoxicating liquor in public places within the County of South Dublin came into force on 1st August 2011 and can be viewed on the Councils website.

RTT/190/15 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (14): Corporate Support  


Item ID: 43491 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/191/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (7): Corporate Support  

Item ID: 43492 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Performance & Change Management

RTT/192/15 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/193/15 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (15): Performance & Change Management  Item ID: 43493 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/194/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (8): Performance & Change Management  Item ID: 43494 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Water & Drainage

RTT/195/15 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 21 - 22 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/196/15 DRAINAGE WORKS AT OLDCOURT GAA
QUESTION (21): Councillor P. Kearns  


Item ID: 43446 

“To ask the Chief Executive to outline what drainage and flood defence works are required to be carried out by the developer at the site of Oldcourt GAA pitches prior to the site being developed and if he will make a statement on the matter?”
REPLY:

This Grant of Permission (Planning ref SD 14A/0180) requires the Applicant, Owner or Developer to submit design drawings and details for:-

1. The proposed culvert under the Oldcourt Road and stream regrading as well as details of other ancillaries such as headwalls, wing walls, silt trap, culvert guarding and access gate. 

2. The proposed culvert under the Parklands Road and stream regrading. 

3. The clearing of ditches on the Western and Northern edges of the site. 

All of the designs submitted are required to provide a conveyance capacity for a 1:100 year critical storm and shall be agreed in advance with the Water Services Department of SDCC. These works shall carried out at the expense of the owner/developer.

Planning Decision
RTT/197/15 OUTSTANDING DRAINAGE WORKS AT HUNTER’S MEADOW
QUESTION (22): Councillor P. Kearns  


Item ID: 43450 

“To ask the Chief Executive if there are outstanding drainage works to be completed at Hunter’s Meadow and whether the adjacent boundaries of the Meadow at the Oldcourt and Ballycullen Roads are to be enhanced and if he will make a statement on the matter?”
REPLY:

The surface water drainage system in this area is undersized and a minor capital works scheme will be prepared and implemented to deal with this in 2015.

The Council's public realm section has no plans at the present time to carry out an enhancement scheme in the Hunters Meadow area.

RTT/198/15 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (16): Water & Drainage  


Item ID: 43495 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/199/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (9): Water & Drainage  

Item ID: 43496 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/200/15 FLOOD RISK 
MOTION (7):  







Item ID: 43461 

It was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-
"That the Chief Executive present to this meeting the various reports which resulted from flood risk in the area, noting in particular areas now categorised as having a higher flood risk despite not having ever been flooded."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“This electoral area is covered by the River Dodder CFRAM Plan which was produced by Dublin City Council and the River Poddle CFRAM Study which was produced by the OPW.

Both of these studies identify the areas at risk of fluvial flooding in the case of unobstructed flows (e.g. screens not blocked). The studies do not include areas which are susceptible to pluvial flooding (heavy rainfall in urbanised catchments) or situations where blockages obstruct the flows in river channels or culverts.

In the case of the Poddle CFRAM Study this is being revised by the OPW following feedback from public consultation. It may be the case that when the final report is produced that areas which were highlighted as prone to flood risk will be removed.”

The report was NOTED.

Public Realm

RTT/201/15 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 23 - 29 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/202/15 PATHS IN DODDER VALLEY PARK 
QUESTION (23): Councillor A-M. Dermody  

Item ID: 43464 

"To ask the Chief Executive if the paths in Dodder Valley Park (behind Kilvere) could be tidied up, moss has taken hold and is encroaching on the path, narrowing its width. Can you also ensure that the grass in the entire park gets another cutting before the grow season starts?"
REPLY:

Arrangements will be made to have the footpaths in question behind Kilvere cleaned as requested, it is expected that this work will be carried out during the month of March. The grass in Dodder Valley Park has recently been cut, with the exception of a number of wetland areas which are left uncut to provide wildlife habitats. 

RTT/203/15 GLASS IN PLAYGROUND IN TYMON PARK

QUESTION (24): Councillor P. Foley  



Item ID: 43443 

"To ask the Chief Executive that I have had a couple of queries regarding glass being left on the ground in the playground in Tymon Park. Is this playground looked at prior to it opening each day?"
REPLY:

Maintenance staff from Tymon Park depot inspect and clean the playground in Tymon Park at 8am each week day morning from Monday to Friday. These duties are carried out by park ranger staff at approximately 11am on weekend and bank holiday mornings.

RTT/204/15 FLOODING IN TYMON PARK

QUESTION (25): Councillor P. Foley  



Item ID: 43444 

"To ask the Chief Executive that it was indicated at last month that there was a proposed fix for the recent flooding in Tymon Park which flooded the public car park for the park, the car park of St. Judes GAA and Faughs. Can an update be provided on this fix?"
REPLY:

There are two related issues that contribute to the flooding in Tymon Park. One is the connection between the two lakes that becomes blocked and causes one of the ponds to overflow. This has been sorted in the short term by the removal of the material that caused the blockage. The longer term plan is to re-engineer the connecting culvert to provide a larger connection that will not become blocked as easily.

The second issue relates to the connection between Tymon Park and the Spawell Centre. A survey of the drainage system in this area is due to be undertaken shortly in co-operation with the Receiver and property manager for the complex. The results of this survey will inform the decisions that need to be taken to eliminate whatever problem it is that may have caused the flooding before and after Christmas 2014.

RTT/205/15 LOW WALL AT BEAUFORT DOWNS 
QUESTION (26): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 42552 

"To ask the Chief Executive to update the Committee on progress in relation to the replacing/reinstatement of the low wall at Beaufort Downs as agreed with Res Assoc representatives?"
REPLY:

The Council's public realm section plans to re-build the damaged section of entrance wall at Beaufort Downs during the current year. It is hoped that the construction work here will commence during the month of May. 

RTT/206/15 PLAYSPACE AT BEECHFIELD PARK 
QUESTION (27): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 43468 

"To ask the Chief Executive for a full report on the delivery of the playspace at Beechfield Park, and to make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:

The installation of the play space at Beechfield is completed but the facility will not be opened until the grass has grown to a sufficient stage to allow it to be walked on and without it being damaged. It is expected that the playspace will be available for use in a matter of weeks.

RTT/207/15 LIMEKILN GREEN PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENT SCHEME 
QUESTION (28): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 43470 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the provision of the Limekiln Green Public Realm Improvement Scheme, and to make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY: 

The roads section hope to carry out the agreed works to kerbing, paving and public lighting in the Limekiln Green area during the summer months. The work will then be completed with planting and landscaping works to be carried out by the public realm section. 

RTT/208/15 TREE REMOVAL/PRUNING PROGRAMME
QUESTION (29): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 43452 

"To ask the Chief Executive what is the current position with the Tree Removal/Pruning Programme,  how many of the trees outlined for removal/pruning in the current programme within the Rathfarnham/Terenure/Templeogue Area have actually been dealt with?  What is the plan for the trees not dealt with in the current programme?"
REPLY:

The 2014-15 Tree Maintenance Programme was presented to the November 2014 meetings of the Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee. Tree maintenance work has been in progress since then and will remain ongoing throughout the current year. It is planned to present a full progress report on the current Tree Maintenance Programme to the April meeting of the Area Committee. Work is currently underway to assess the extent of work completions to date and to project how the programme will progress over the course of 2015. The report to be presented to the Area Committee Meeting in April will address all of the relevant issues.

RTT/209/15 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (17): Public Realm  



Item ID: 43497 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/210/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (10): Public Realm  


Item ID: 43498 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/211/15 RATHFARNHAM CASTLE PARK UNDER-UTILISED
MOTION (8):  







Item ID: 43132 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-
"That this Committee agrees that Rathfarnham Castle Park is totally under-utilised and opens a discussion on how best to take advantage of this excellent asset."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“Rathfarnham Castle Park provides an attractive landscape setting for Rathfarnham Castle, a National Monument and Protected Structure. The Park extends to just over 7 hectares (17.5 acres) and is maintained by South Dublin County Council. Amenities in the park include open lawns, pedestrian path system, woodland walks, herbaceous border, ornamental pond and watercourse, a very successful and popular childrens playground and most recently, the development of an ornamental garden with water feature - the Séan Keating Garden. The park also includes a small works depot from which the park and surrounding areas are maintained. 

Rathfarnham Castle is maintained and operated by the Office of Public Works as a visitor attraction. The two authorities work closely together and have invested considerable resources in recent years in the further development of both the castle and the park resulting in increased visitor numbers. The park is considered to be well used and valued by both the local community and as well as by communities further afield.

The Office of Public Works commenced an upgrade of the Castle itself in 2014 and when completed this upgrade will provide a new Café/Restaurant and enhanced visitor facilities that will also complement the park.

The Council has been working on the Village Initiative Scheme and the plans for Rathfarnham Village are now on display as part of the Part 8 Public Consultation process. These plans and the subsequent work will have a positive impact on park and enhance it as a visitor attraction.

In addition, the Council recently engaged a Tourism Consultancy to prepare a South Dublin Tourism Strategy and Rathfarnham Castle and Park are included in this review. The outurn of this review will inform the direction of further investment in the park and castle as a significant tourist and visitor attraction in the county.”

Following a contribution from Councillor J. Lahart, Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/212/15 TREE REPLACEMENTS IN THE ORWELL PARK ESTATE 
MOTION (9):  







Item ID: 43329 

It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-
"That this area Committee calls on South Dublin County Council to implement a practical and achievable programme of tree replacements in the Orwell Park Estate - Orwell Park Green, Way, Avenue and Cresent, where old, unsafe trees have previously been removed."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“In recent years, the primary focus of the Council's annual Tree Maintenance Programme has been on tree pruning, tree removal, hedge maintenance, open space shrubbery maintenance and tree stump removal. The priority allocation of resources for this purpose has resulted in very limited implementation of new or replacement tree planting across the county over the last 5 years. However, the Council's recently launched draft Tree Policy 'Living with Trees', which is currently under public consultation, recognises the value of street trees in the urban environment and is committed to planting new trees to ensure that the visual amenity in South Dublin is assured for future generations. 

Orwell Park Estate is included on the 2015 Tree Maintenance Programme for tree maintenance works on all existing trees within the estate that are identified as requiring either pruning or removal. Over the past few years, maintenance works have also been completed on individual trees within the estate in response to requests from residents and public representatives. When the 2015 programme of tree maintenance has been completed in Orwell Estate, an assessment of the entire estate will be made to determine the most suitable locations for replanting and a design and phased programme for new tree planting will be prepared for implementation over the coming years commencing in spring 2016.

In the past, some of our streetscapes have been planted with trees over succeeding generations without the benefit of a clear design. In many places, this has worked well, but in some locations issues have arisen in the street environment because there are too many trees or they are the wrong species or in the wrong place. Given this experience, it is not always appropriate to simply replace a tree in the same place. 

In developing a plan for new and replacement tree planting in Orwell Estate, the principle of planting the ‘right tree in the right place’, as outlined in the Council's draft Tree Policy, will apply to minimise future nuisance issues and unnecessary maintenance costs. Potential sites for tree planting will be determined having regard for factors such as underground and overhead service lines, sight lines and traffic signals, space for future growth, etc.”

Following contributions from Councillors F. Warfield, D. Looney and P. Kearns, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/213/15 PATHWAY ALONG BY SCOIL TREASA 
MOTION (10):







  Item ID: 43445 

It was proposed by Councillor R. McMahon, seconded by Councillor P. Foley:-
"That the Chief Executive following on from the Deputation from Firhouse Village Community Council, can a pathway along by Scoil Treasa from the Shopping Centre to Carrigwood and Woodlawn across the green be provided."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“The work necessary to construct a pathway across the open space from Firhouse Village to Carrigwood and Woodlawn is currently being examined and costed by the public realm section. This scheme has not however been included in the list of improvement works schemes to be carried out in 2015, as presented to the County Council meeting on Monday March 9th. It is proposed that this scheme will be among those to be carried out in 2016.”
This report was NOTED.
RTT/214/15 DEBRIS REMOVAL FROM RATHFARNHAM GRAVEYARD
MOTION (11):  







Item ID: 43458 

It was proposed by Councillor D. O'Donovan, seconded by Councillor P. Foley:-
"That the Chief Executive ensures that the tree debris is removed from the Rathfarnham Graveyard and the ground is repaired on the Dodder View Road after trees were removed from there. The Tidy Towns Committee does invaluable work in the area and it is very frustrating for them to have their hard work destroyed by SDCC agents.  It would be beneficial for the entire community if local interest groups were consulted when such works are due to be carried out in their area.  SDCC should be working to support community groups."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“The works carried at Rathfarnham graveyard and on the open space to the rear of Brookvale estate facing Dodder Park Road were both essential tree maintenance works.

The trees removed at the rear of Brookvale were listed for removal following inspection. The removal of the trees required the presence of heavy machinery on site which caused the disturbance of the grass. This area will be reinstated as soon as weather and ground conditions are favourable.

The removal of trees in Rathfarnham graveyard took place following a request from a representative of Rathfarnham Tidy Towns. The felling of the trees was the main part of the work and the removal of remaining branches and tree debris will be scheduled.

It is the Council’s policy to work closely with local groups especially Tidy Towns groups.”

Following contributions from Councillors D. O’Donovan, J. Lahart, A.M. Dermody and P. Kearns, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/215/15 BALLYBODEN ROUNDABOUT AND ST. CATHERINE’S GATE
MOTION (12):  







Item ID: 43460 

It was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That the Chief Executive confirm what progress has been made since I put down a motion (specifics as to date to follow) with regard to the Ballyboden roundabout and St. Catherine’s Gate. I described and once more affirm my view that this roundabout is the “poor relation”, a useful exercise would be to compare the budget spends on each of the three in a row roundabouts stretching from Ballyboden, to Templeroan, up to Orlagh. There is huge potential at the Ballyboden roundabout as any landscape design can incorporate the areas of disused land behind the stone walls. It is important also as we approach the Centenary celebrations next year and visitors coming to visit Pearse’s Museum, that the area look its best, but lest there be any doubt this is work that the Chief Executive agreed sometime back to do, with the passage of time and no progress there is now an even more pressing reason to get this roundabout looking better."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“The improvement scheme proposed here at St Catherine's Gate is included in the public realm improvement works programme for 2015 as presented to the meeting of the County Council on Monday March 9th. A budget of €25,000 is provided in 2015 for this scheme under the heading 'Good Counsel site, Scholarstown Road'. The works proposed here are the upgrade of the roundabout and adjacent area. It is expected that the works will be carried out in the second half of the current year.”

The report was NOTED.

Environment

RTT/216/15 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 30 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/217/15 DERELICT SITES
QUESTION (30): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 43255 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the following derelict sites - Newbrook House, Ballyboden and Ballyroan House Lodge?"
REPLY:

Newbrook House
Due to concerns about the status of the site as a protected structure, the Council’s Conservation Officer inspected the site and in consultation with the County Architect deemed that the outbuildings on the site adjacent to Newbrook House did not form part of the protected structure. Accordingly, a statutory Notice pursuant to Section 11 of the Derelict Sites Act 1990 was served on the owner on 22nd September 2014, requiring the demolition of the outbuildings, removal of debris and weeds, and the submission of a maintenance schedule for the site to South Dublin County Council.

It came to the attention of the Council in September 2014 that Newbrook House and the adjacent site had been placed on the market. No further action was taken in the interests of not frustrating any potential sale.

A letter was received on 9th February 2015 from a solicitor advising that the owner is deceased and that his widow intended giving effect to the terms of the Section 11 Notice. A follow up inspection was carried out on the site on 12th February 2015 by the Council’s Clerk of Works who noted that the terms of the Section 11 Notice had not been complied with. A reply has been issued to the solicitor concerned advising that the condition of the site is not satisfactory and requiring the removal of all waste and debris.

The Council will continue to monitor the site and any enforcement action deemed appropriate will be pursued.

Ballyroan House Lodge
A statutory Notice, pursuant to Section 8 (2) of the Derelict Sites Act 1990, giving notice of the Council's intention to enter the site onto the Derelict Sites Register and allowing a period of time for the making of representations, was issued to the registered owner in November 2013. The Council subsequently became aware of the owner’s current address and a Section 8 (2) Notice was served on the owner on 2nd January 2014.

The Council was contacted by a solicitor acting for the registered owner outlining the circumstances of the case and advising that sale of the site was imminent. In response, the Council outlined the minimum works required to abate the dereliction. These works were completed in March 2014.

However, a re-inspection by the Council indicated that the site had again fallen into dereliction. Further correspondence was issued to the owner’s solicitor outlining the works required to abate the dereliction. The owner contacted the Council in May 2014 advising that sale of the site was imminent and requesting that the Council refrain from entering the particulars of the site on the Derelict Sites Register to allow the closing of the sale. The Council agreed to refrain from taking enforcement action to allow time for the completion of the sale.

A further inspection carried out on 25th July 2014 found the site in an overgrown condition. By letter dated 5th August 2014, the owner was advised that he was required to have the overgrowth cut back by 22nd August 2014. The solicitor acting for the owner was contacted by telephone on 22nd August 2014 advising that the condition of the site could no longer be tolerated and outlining the minimum works required to abate the dereliction. The solicitor explained the difficulties with the case but agreed to contact the solicitor acting for the purchaser with a view to completing the sale. It was considered reasonable to allow a short period of time to facilitate the closure of the sale.

The site was re-inspected on 10th October 2014 and found to be in a state of neglect. A statutory Notice, pursuant to Section 8 (7) of the Derelict Sites Act 1990, was served on the registered owner on 4th November 2014, giving notice of the Council's intention to enter the particulars of the site onto the Derelict Sites Register. Accordingly, the particulars of the site were entered on the Derelict Sites Register.

The site has since been sold and planning permission was granted to the new owners on 18th February 2015 for the renovation of the lodge.

The Council will continue to monitor this site and will be advising the new owner of the terms of the Statutory Notice requiring the abatement of the dereliction.

RTT/218/15 NEW WORKS  
HEADED ITEM (18): Environment  



Item ID: 43499 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/219/15 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (11): Environment  


Item ID: 43500 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/220/15 DOG FOULING SIGNAGE 
MOTION (13): 







 Item ID: 43328 

It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor S. Holland:-
"That the Chief Executive recognise the lack of visual appeal and financial cost of erecting dog fouling signage in our parks, where often no existing posts or signage exist, this Area Committee calls on South Dublin County Council to trial the use of stencils for spray painted, on-pavement dog fouling signage."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“Section 22 of The Litter Pollution Act 1997 recognises dog related offences, and states that it is an offence for the person in charge of a dog not to immediately remove dog faeces and to ensure that it is properly disposed of in a suitable sanitary manner.

The Council recognises the problem of dog fouling across the county and has erected over 300 new dog fouling signs (since these were launched in a Joint Dublin Local Authority Campaign in Summer 2014) at locations where requests for signage has been requested directly, and where the locations are proven to be suitable for erection of signs and have a need. 

Stencils can be provided at the entrance to parks (where most of the fouling takes place) subject to suitability of the surface, as the surface affects the durability of the stencils.

It is also proposed to initiate a new Anti-Dog Fouling campaign in tandem with the development of the new Litter Management Plan.”

Following contributions from Councillors F. Warfield, D. O’Donovan and P. Kearns, Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
The meeting concluded at 5.10pm.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

An Cathaoirleach  
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