
COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

   SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 9th March 2015
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	Councillors
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	King, C.
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	Coules, N.
	
	Lavelle, W.
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	Leech, B.

	Devine, M.
	
	Looney, D.

	Donovan, P. 
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	Duff, M.
	
	Mahon, K.

	Duffy, F.
	
	Murphy, M.

	Dunne, L.
	
	Nolan, R.

	Egan, K.
	
	O’Brien, D.

	Ferron, B.
	
	O’Brien, E.

	Foley, P.
	
	Ó Broin, E.

	Genockey, M.
	
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	
	O’Connor, C.

	Gogarty, P.
	
	O’Donovan, D.

	Graham, J.
	
	O’Toole, L.

	Higgins, E. 
	
	Richardson, D.

	Holland, S.
	
	Timmons, F.

	Kearns, P.
	
	Warfield, F.

	
	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Chief Executive
	D. McLoughlin

	Directors/ Heads of Function
	L. Maxwell, E. Taaffe, 

F. Nevin, T. Walsh

	Senior Architect
	P. de Roe

	Senior Executive Engineer
	C. Lambert

	Executive Engineer
	G. Mowlds

	Electrical Inspector
	K. Mooney

	Technician Grade 1
	O. Adewunmi

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy, H. Hogan, Y. Dervan, M. Maguire, L. Leonard

	A/Senior Executive Officer
	E. O’Gorman

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan, C. Ryan

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, N. Comerford, E. Leech

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	I.T.
	R. Herron


H1/0315

CONRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 9th February 2015 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor C. King.

H2a)/0315
 REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -  RATHFARNHAM /TEMPLEOGUE-TERENURE AREA COMMITTEE – 10th FEBRUARY 2015 - DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, PLANNING, LIBRARIES & ARTS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading
H2b)/0315
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 18TH FEBRUARY 2015
- DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, PLANNING, LIBRARIES & ARTS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading
H2c)/0315
REPORTS AREA COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE - 23RD FEBRUARY 2015
- DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, PLANNING, LIBRARIES & ARTS (1 REPORT - ARTS GRANTS), ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin Director of Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Arts Grants

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003 has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:AGF
	Name of Group
	Type of Application - Grant
	Date Received  
	Amount €

	834
	Adelaide and Meath Hospital inc National Children’s Hospital
	Creative Check Up – arts programme for children
	13/1/2015
	€1000


It was proposed by Councillor C. O Connor, seconded by Councillor K. Mahon and RESOLVED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee – 23rd February 2015 - Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
H2d)/0315
REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES -  LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 24TH FEBRUARY 2015
- DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, PLANNING, LIBRARIES & ARTS (1 REPORT - ARTS GRANTS), ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin Director of Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Arts Grants

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application - Grant
	Date Received  
	Amount €

	AGF835
	Ariane O’Byrne
	Contribution towards representing Ireland at Performing Arts in America
	9/1/2015
	€300


It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:  same as above

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee – 24th February 2015 - - Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

H3/0315
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading
H4a) (i) /0315
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - REPORT OF ENVIRONMENT SPC MEETING OF 3rd FEBRUARY 2015 
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by the Chair of the SPC Councillor P. Kearns and was CONSIDERED: 

“In attendance

Members




Officials
Councillor Pamela Kearns (Chair) Teresa Walsh Director Environment, Water & Climate Change 

Councillor Ed O’Brien


 

Councillor Maire Devine


Tom Moyne, Senior Engineer

Councillor Danny O’Brien

Brian Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent 

Councillor Deirdre O’Donovan
Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer 

Councillor Paula Donovan  
Mary Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent

Maire Ni Dhomhnaill, Executive Parks Superintendent






Helen Griffin, Administrative Officer

           Scorch O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer

Sectoral Interests





John O’Farrell – Business Commercial


Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Donnie Anderson – Agriculture & Farming 

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Pamela Kearns presided.  

At the commencement of the meeting An Cathaoirleach Cllr Pamela Kearns invited the new committee and officials to make formal introductions.

Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd February 2014

The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd February 2014 were proposed by Cllr P Kearns and seconded by Cllr M Devine 

Item 2: Matters arising

There were no matters arising.  

Item 3: Review of Litter Management Plan 2011 – 2014 – Draft Litter Management Plan 2015 – 2019. 

Senior Executive Officer Mary Maguire delivered a presentation on the Review of Litter Management Plan 2011 / 2014 – Draft Litter Management Plan 2015 – 2019. 

The presentation outlined the statutory process for making and reviewing of Litter Management Plans, and covered a comprehensive review of achievement of the objectives of the existing plan, including statistical analysis, which will inform the drafting of the new Litter Management Plan 2015 – 2019 which will coincide with the life of the current Council.   

The proposed timelines for making a new plan were outlined.  It is intended that a pre-draft LMP 2015-2019 plan will be brought to the May 2015 SPC for consideration and agreement, to be followed by a 6 weeks Public Consultation period, during which time submissions will be invited and considered in the final drafting of the new plan. 

The making of the LMP is a reserved function of the Council and accordingly the draft LMP 2015-2019 will be brought back to the September 2015 SPC for recommendation to the October 2015 Council Meeting. 

A discussion ensured with contributions from Cllrs D O’Donovan, M Devine, E O’Brien, D O’Brien, P Donovan, and from C Kiernan, D Anderson on the following issues: 

· Illegal dumping, 

· Lack of glass kerbside collection

· Dog fouling – stencilling / signage / Receptacles for dog foul and bags / Green dog walkers

· Breakdown of how complaints come into the Council.  

· Difficulty with eyewitness statements

· Relationship of LMP to County Development Plan

· Lack of reference to rivers / water pollution

· Cactus 

· Court Fines and delays

M Maguire, B Sheehan and T Walsh responded to the queries raised responded to queries raised. Cllr Kearns suggested that as Litter Management has implication for a range of SPC matters incl Tourism, Housing and Community that a Joint SPC subcommittee be established to consider the drafting of the new plan.   She proposed to raise this at the next CPG meeting

This was agreed and Cllrs D O’Donovan, M Devine and E O’Brien expressed interest in participation on this subcommittee.

Item 4: Draft Tree Management Policy

Senior Executive Parks Superintendent Mary Keenan delivered a presentation on the Draft Tree Management Strategy.  

The presentation focused primarily on: 

· Purpose / benefits of trees 

· Tree policy objectives -  better management of trees in South Dublin County Council including Tree Planting / Replacement Planting
· Prioritising Tree Maintenance Works 
· Felling & Pruning Policies

· Trees and Development

· Living with Trees Action Plan

· Proposed policy timeframes 

· Public consultation – March / April 2015

· Draft Tree Management Policy – September 2015 SPC
· Adoption – October 2015 Council Meeting

· Annual Monitoring

· 5 Year Review

A discussion ensured with contributions from Councillors D. O’Brien, D. O’Donovan, M Devine, P Donovan, E O’Brien, P. Kearns, and from C Kiernan on the following issues: 

· Complimentary remarks on a very comprehensive policy document

· Unsuitability of certain trees in our estates.  

· Nursery for Replanting / Replacement Tree programme

· Benefits of trees to Health and Wellbeing acknowledged

· Consideration of Historical settings when considering species for planning e.g. Elms for Lucan

· Can we identify oldest tree in county?

· Maximisation of tree waste – work with ALONE

· Hedgerows – opposed to any changes to S 40 Wildlife Act 1976 which might have adverse implications 

· Problems with neighbours trees

· Requirement to impose certain restrictions incl decorative landscaping around tree trunks

· Proactive guidance on tree planting and shrubbery requiring minimal irrigation

· Right to light

· Learning form mistakes of the past

· Potential for establishment of working group

Ms. Keenan responded to queries raised and invited the members with a particular interest to participate in a Working Group.  Councillors Kearns, Devine, D. O’Brien, P. O’Donovan and Connie Kiernan all indicated willingness to participate

Ms Keenan advised members of National Tree Week 2015.  This is an annual week long event organised by the Tree Council of Ireland. The 2015 event to celebrate trees will commence on Sunday 1st of March 2015.
Item 5: Update on OPW/CFRAMS Projects (Ballycullen Steam Scheme and 

Poddle Flood Alleviation) 

Senior Engineer Tom Moyne updated the members on the following OPW/CFRAMS Projects:

· Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme.  
This scheme will develop the flood risk management options which were contained in the Poddle Options Report produced by the OPW as part of the Eastern CFRAM Study.

SDCC is the lead authority for this scheme which funded by the OPW and included in the Council's capital programme. A Draft Design Brief was submitted to the OPW for approval on the 9th December 2014 and it is expected that approval will issue shortly.

The Council will then procure consultants to carry out the detailed design and tender documents so that construction can commence in 2016.

· The Ballycullen Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme.

This scheme was developed by South Dublin County Council in response to extreme flood events in the Ballycullen/Castlefield area which occurred in October 2011 following heavy rainfall which gave rise to flows in the nearby Owendoher River which exceeded those during Hurricane Charlie in 1986.

The scheme is very much at outline stage and it needs to be developed further with detailed design following on from site surveys and investigations.     The Council is finalising a design brief and tender documents for the appointment of a consultant engineer to undertake the detailed design and procure a contractor to construct the works.

The scheme is included in the Council’s capital programme and the OPW has indicated it will fund one third of the estimated cost of €1.6million with the balance to be borne by the Council

It is expected that the scheme will commence construction in late 2015 or early 2016.

A discussion ensured with contributions from Councillor P Donovan to which Mr. Moyne responded.

Item 6: AOB 

Ms Maguire outlined indicative calendar dates for the remaining 2015 SPC meetings as follows:

· Tuesday 5th May 2015

· Tuesday 1st September 2015

· Tuesday 3rd November 2015

It was unanimously agreed to seek use of an alternative smaller / less formal meeting room for future meetings.
Meeting concluded at 7.05pm

___________________

Cllr Pamela Kearns 

Chair person”
 The report was NOTED.
(H4a)(ii)/0315
REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES- MINUTES OF MEETING, 3RD FEBRUARY 2014
“Attendance


Members




Officials


Councillor John Lahart Cathaoirleach John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 

Councillor John Hannon
   
Yvonne Dervan Senior Executive Officer 
Councillor Gus O’Connell

Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager


Councillor Mick Duff


Councillor Eamonn Tuffy


Councillor Emma Coburn


Sectoral Interests

Una Ruddock 

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Pat Lee

Apologies


Councillor Breda Bonner 
 

Councillor Chris Bond



Councillor Máire Devine



Councillor Eamonn Walsh


Sherri Brennan 

Mary Keegan

    

A Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Lahart presided.
Item 1

Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 2nd December 2013. 

Proposed Cllr O Connell; Seconded Cllr John Hannon

Item 2

Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising

Item 3

Climate Change Update and Adaptation Strategy Plans 

Maire Ni Dhomhnaill gave a report outlining the sequence of reports and timelines to the preparation of Adaptation Strategy Plans, following the review of the existing Development Plans in mid 2014. Guidelines are being prepared by the Department of Environment and the EPA for integrating adaptation strategies into Development Plans and Strategic Environmental Assessment in order to facilitate these reviews.  Following contributions from Cllr O’Connell, Ms Ruddock and Cllr Lahart, Mr J Quinlivan Director of Services responded with a commitment to update the next SPC meeting on the Council’s action in relation to the Climate Change Strategy.

Item 4 

Control of Horses byelaws update

John Quinlivan, Director of Service, outlined the details of the draft Horse byelaws and the powers that are open to the Local Authority. Discussion took place regarding the definition of control area and exclusion zones. Contributions were made by Cllr Lahart, Ms Kiernan, Ms Ruddock, Cllr Duff, Cllr Hannon, Cllr O Connell, Cllr Tuffy and Mr. Lee. Mr. Quinlivan replied. There is a proposal to have a Local Authority sector shared services veterinary service set up in the first quarter of 2015 and this will allow for a review of the byelaws at that time if necessary.

It was agreed that the byelaws would be presented to the February Council meeting 

Item 5

Waste Management Plans 2015-2021

John Quinlivan, Director of Service gave a presentation on the Waste management Planning process including regions, timelines, stakeholders and key issues.

Item 6

SPC 2014 Plan

A presentation outlining the key policy actions for 2014 was available to the committee. Cllr Lahart requested that members should forward topics to secretariat. 

A.O.B. 

Ms Ruddock queried the representation of the Environmental Pillar on the Local Community Development Committee –LCDC. Clarification will be sought from the Community Department.

Following a query from the Chair Cllr Lahart, John Quinlivan, Director of Service gave an update on the recent fire at the Oxygen premise at Ballymount.

The meeting concluded at 7.01p.m.”
The minutes were NOTED.

H4b) (i)/0315    REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ARTS, CULTURE,   GAEILGE, HERITAGE & LIBRARIES SPC - (i) REPORT OF MEETING, 4TH FEBRUARY 2015
“Chair of the SPC Councillor D. Richardson presented.

“Meeting 4th February 2015 (5.30pm) – IT Conference Room
Attended
	Cllr D Richardson   (Chair)
	 

	Cllr B Bonner
	 

	Cllr N Coules
	 

	Cllr F. Timmons
	 

	Mr P O’Caoimhnaigh.
	 


Officials present:
Mr F Nevin, Director of Services

Ms O Scannell – Arts Office

Ms D Fagan – Senior Executive Librarian.

Ms E Leech – Administrative Officer.

Apologies: Cllr F Warfield, Ms D Mooney, (South Dublin Chamber).

The meeting was chaired by Cllr D Richardson who welcomed and invited those present to introduce themselves. F   Nevin also advised that an additional sectoral nomination to the SPC was pending from the ETB.

Headed Item 1: Presentation on Arts & Libraries It was noted that the presentation had been given to the elected members previously and agreed that it would be made available to the non-elected members and briefings given if   required.

Headed Item 2 -   1916   Commemoration update. Ms.  E. Leech presented the report & outlined the work of the Commemoration Committee. She emphasized that the Committee were at the planning stage and the need for crossover with the SPC. Following discussion to which all present contributed the report was noted and it was agreed that the members would make themselves available to the Committee as required for consultation. Cllr Bonner expressed a particular interest in the education/schools elements of the events.

Headed Item 3   – Arts Grants, Ms. O. Scannell presented the report & outlined the current scheme/procedure. Following discussion to which all present contributed it was agreed that a working group of the SPC would meet on Thursday 12th February at 8.15 to review the existing Arts grants scheme and, if required, recommend a varied scheme to the March Council meeting.

Headed Item 4   - Seachtain na Gaeilge Planning & Programme, Ms.  E. Leech presented the report & outlined the programme for the events 11-17th March.   Following discussion to which all present contributed the report was noted. In the context of the discussion under Item 2 the importance of the week in 2016 was noted. The Oireachtas event planned in South Dublin County this year was also noted.

Headed Item 5   - Red Line Book Festival Report D Fagan presented the report & outlined the work of the organising Committee. As with Item 1 she emphasized that the Committee were at the planning stage and requested input from the SPC members. Following discussion to which all present contributed the report was noted and it was agreed that Domitilla attend the May meeting of the SPC to discuss the draft programme.   F. Nevin outlined the importance of the events discussed at the meeting for tourism in the County and confirmed that the emerging draft tourism strategy for the County is for discussion at the Economic, Enterprise & Tourism SPC on 11th February. Meeting concluded at 7.15 pm”.
The report was NOTED.

H4b(ii)/0315     REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES -  REPORT OF ARTS SPC WORKING GROUP MEETING, 4TH MARCH 2015
“Attended

	Cllr. D. Richardson (Chair)
	

	Cllr. B. Bonner
	

	Cllr. N. Coules
	

	Cllr. B. Leech
	

	Cllr. F. Timmons
	


Officials present:

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Services


Ms. O. Scannell, Arts Officer


Apologies:  Cllr F Warfield. Mr. P. O’Caoimhnaigh.

	The meeting was Chaired by Cllr D Richardson.

	FN opened the meeting and confirmed that the meeting has been agreed at the SPC on 4th February to discuss the eligibility for, and level of arts grants payable under the Scheme. Noted that the 2015 budget is €20K.



	1. Eligibility :

OS outlined the current eligibility criteria for the scheme and requested that clarity be incorporated on qualification for events in/out of the County. Following a discussion to which all contributed the following amended wording was agreed for recommendation to full Council :

“The scheme will primarily grant aid groups based and performing in the County but also performing at events outside the County. Groups performing in, but not based, in the County will also be eligible to apply for support under the Scheme.

	

	

	

	2. Level of grant aid.

OS confirmed that the current level of grant aid is capped at €650 but this has had to be exceeded on a number of cases. She also outlined the “rolling” nature of grant applications. Following a discussion to which all contributed the following was agreed for recommendation to full Council :

· That 25% (€5,000) be set aside for larger grants for events – applications to be invited on a once off annual basis. (Individual max grant €1,000).

· That the remainder of the budget be retained for smaller community based events as per current practice

· Building on the advertising of the larger grants the overall scheme to be promoted to ensure wider awareness and take up of the grants.



	3. Board of Rua Red.

FN brought to the attention of the members that the SPC should be represented on the Board. The constitution of same and nominations will be discussed and agreed at the next SPC. 

	The meeting concluded at 8.50 am.”


The report was NOTED.

H4c) (i)/0315     REPORT OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENTERPRISE & TOURISM SPC (i) REPORT OF MEETING, 11TH FEBRUARY 2015
Chair of the SPC Councillor J. Lahart presented.

Attended
	Cllr. J. Lahart (Chair)
	Cllr. P. Foley

	Cllr. G. O’Connell
	Cllr. E. Higgins

	Cllr. R. McMahon
	Cllr. F.N. Duffy

	Mr S. Reid
	Mr. D. Roche

	Ms. T. de Buitlear
	Mr. G. Robinson


Officials present:
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Services

Mr. C. Ryan, Senior Planner

Mr. T. Shanahan, Administrative Officer

Also Present: Andrea Carroll, Business Sustainability Officer

	The meeting was Chaired by Cllr. John Lahart.

	Headed Item 2: Draft Tourism Strategy Update Tony Shanahan delivered a presentation which was NOTED.  Items for discussion submitted by Cllr Foley in relation to Tallaght Stadium and Open events/calendar were discussed and addressed by Frank Nevin. The Group was advised that a draft of the strategy document would be circulated in advance of the next SPC meeting, date to be confirmed, likely close to the end of March.    

	Headed Item 3 -   Update on Local Economic & Community Plan Colin Ryan presented a report on LECP which must be concluded by December 2015. The broad structures of the plan were outlined, including the seven high level goals. An outline of the programme timelines was put forward. The Seven High level goals and general structure of the Economic Plan were AGREED and the report was AGREED. It was AGREED that Sean Reid would be the second nominee from the SPC on the LECP Advisory Committee.

	Headed Item 4   – Update on Business Support Grant Colin Ryan delivered a presentation on the Business Support Grant, concentrating on a programme for the allocation of spending of the surplus arising form the business support grant.  The overall proposed distribution of the surplus grant from 2014 towards industrial estate regeneration and other interventions was AGREED. It was agreed that a Working   Group meeting be held on morning of February 26th with an   invitation to the full SPC for the consideration of the LECP and the Business Support Grant, in particular the measures to support underutilized industrial areas.

	Headed Item 5 – AOB  Meeting concluded at 7.00pm      


The report was NOTED.

H4c) (ii)/0315     REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENTERPRISE & TOURISM SPC (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING, 13TH JANUARY 2015
“Attended
	Cllr. J. Lahart (Chair)
	Cllr. P. Foley

	Cllr. G. O’Connell
	Cllr. E. Higgins

	Cllr. R. McMahon
	Mr. D. Roche

	Mr. S. Reid
	Ms. T.de Buitlear


Officials present:
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Services

Mr. C. Ryan, Senior Planner

Mr. T. Shanahan, Administrative Officer

Ms. B. McCormack, Asst. Head of Local Enterprise

Also Present: Peter MacNulty, Tourism Development Ireland (re: HI 3, Tourism Strategy)

Apologies: Cllr. B. Ferron, Cllr. F.N. Duffy, Ms. A. Carroll, South Dublin Chamber 

The meeting was chaired by Cllr. John Lahart who invited Frank Nevin to introduce his team to the SPC members. Mr Nevin also advised that additional sectoral nominations to the SPC were pending from South Dublin Chamber of Commerce and the Trade Union sector.

Headed Item 1: Current initiatives within Economic, Enterprise & Tourism Development Dept, Frank Nevin delivered a presentation on the current and planned 2015 work programme of the Department and a proposed work plan for the SPC focusing on the;   Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP), use of the Business Support Grant (BSG), Implementation of Tourism Strategy and future initiatives in Business Support through the Chamber of Commerce. Questions and contributions were made by Cllrs. Higgins, Foley, Lahart, Dermody, O’Connell, McMahon and Tara de Buitlear. These were responded to by Mr. Frank Nevin   the work programme as set out in the presentation was AGREED, however it was also AGREED to defer to the end of the meeting discussion on Working Group roles and nominations.

Headed Item 2 -   Local Economic & Community Plan - Advisory Steering Group nominations, Colin Ryan presented a report on the LECP which must be concluded by December 2015. The timelines, high level themes and make up of the Advisory Committee were highlighted. It was suggested that the members consider the formation of a Working Group to consider in detail the formulation of economic element of the LECP.   Frank Nevin advised of two vacancies for Econ Dev. SPC members on the LECP Committee and suggested to the members that nominations should one elected and other non elected. It was AGREED that this matter would be deferred for consideration at the end of the meeting. Following contributions from Cllr’s Higgins and Lahart it was AGREED to defer discussion on Working Groups to the end of the meeting.

Headed Item 3   – Update on County Tourism Strategy, Tony Shanahan delivered a presentation on the progress of the Tourism Strategy advising of the formation of the Tourism Working Group in Sept. 2014 and the appointment of Peter MacNulty of   Tourism Development International (TDI) to work on the strategy.  Members were advised that the next Tourism Working Group meeting is on Thurs Jan 22nd at St. Endas in Rathfarnham and Strategic Options will be presented at that meeting. Following contributions from Cllrs. Lahart, O’ Connell, Higgins and Mahon and from Tara De Buitlear, Damien Roche and Sean Reid, these were responded to by Mr Peter McNulty, Tony Shanahan and Frank Nevin, it was AGREED to circulate the contact details for Peter Manfully to any members interested in further consultation.   The item was NOTED. Following a suggestion from Cllr. Foley it was AGREED to arrange a Tourism Working Group meeting (open to all Econ. Dev. SPC members) for March, (date to be agreed) in order for the final stage report to be presented to members and to facilitate their recommendation for the adoption to the earliest Council Meeting.

Headed Item 4 - Regeneration of Industrial Areas/Use of Business Support Grant Frank Nevin provided outline details of funding available for the industrial areas interventions and the BSG and noted that this should be focus of the Working Group to guide implementation. The Item was NOTED and it was AGREED that this item would be a matter for consideration at working group.

Headed Item 5 -   AOB It was AGREED that Cllr. John Lahart, (Chair), would represent the SPC on the LECP Committee. It was also suggested and AGREED that a non-elected member would join the Committee and the members present were requested to express an interest to Mr Frank Nevin for nomination to the LECP committee. It was suggested and AGREED that one working group would be formed that would consider in detail the SPC work programme including the LECP, Business Support Grant and measures to support underutilized industrial areas, it was further AGREED that Working Group meetings could rotate between early morning (8am) and lunchtime or other suitable times, to facilitate as many members as possible and that Cllr Lahart as Chair and Frank Nevin would agree on suitable times for the first SPC Working Group meeting.   Meeting concluded at 7.40pm.”
The minutes were NOTED.

H4c)(iii)/0315   REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - REPORT OF ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE & TOURISM DEVELOPMENT SPC WORKING GROUP MEETING, 26TH FEB. 2015
Chair of the SPC Councillor J. Lahart presented.

“Attended
	Cllr. J. Lahart (Chair)
	Cllr. P. Foley

	Cllr. R. McMahon
	Mr. D. Roche

	Cllr. A. Dermody
	Mr. S. Reid

	Mr. Garrett Robinson
	Ms. T. de Buitlear


Officials present:
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Services

Mr. C. Ryan, Senior Planner

Ms. E. O Gorman, A/Senior Executive officer

Mr. S. Deegan, Senior Executive Engineer

Ms A. Carroll, Sustainable Business Executive

Apologies: Cllr. B. Ferron, Cllr. F.N. Duffy, Cllr, E. Higgins, Cllr. G. O’Connell

 

	The meeting was Chaired by Cllr. John Lahart. 

	Item 1 :   Update on County Tourism Strategy Frank Nevin delivered an update on the ongoing preparation of the Tourism Strategy. Final draft of same will be available in Mid March and following a further meeting of the working group is to be brought for adoption to the April Council meeting. The item was NOTED

	Item 2   -   Local Economic & Community Plan - Advisory Steering Group nominations Colin Ryan presented an updated report on the preparation of the economic element of the LECP. He outlined the development of the socio-economic statement and the plans high level economic goals. The immediate timelines for the plan preparation were discussed with public and stakeholder consultation to take place during April 2015. It was AGREED to proceed with the plan adoption process including bringing the high level economic goals and socio economic report to the LECP advisory co-ordination meeting on the 3rd March 2015.    

	Item 4 -   Regeneration of Industrial Areas/Use of Business Support Grant  Stephen Deegan presented a report on a structured approach to spending of the surplus monies arising from the Business support grant, particularly relating to assisting in the regeneration of underutilised/ obsolete industrial areas. The rationale for the Business Support Grant was reiterated, that 1% of rates paid would be ringfenced to directly support business, subject to the budgetary approval by the Elected Members; To target industrial vacancy/ underutilisation and obsolescence and; to promote innovation and enterprise. The linking of these goals to the feedback from the survey of businesses for the County Economic Profile was made.   A percentage breakdown was suggested- 

· 60%- infrastructural upgrading works to be of a capital      nature. 

· 30%- innovation, startup advice and supports including incubation space 

· 10%- targeted training, to be identified by targeted surveys and delivered through LEO. 

Following detailed discussion of the above the general approach was AGREED. However, it was NOTED that 

· Infrastructural upgrading works to be particularly, but not exclusively, in areas taken in charge. 

· That all expenditure will be subject to engagement with local business as part of a follow up to the Economic Survey. 

· The primary function of the scheme is the grant to individual businesses. The conditions of same to be kept under review, including the upper limit of €10,000 valuation. 

It was AGREED that the working group will keep this programme under on-going review  

	Item 5   - AOB It was AGREED that Cllr. John Lahart and Mr. Frank Nevin would identify an SPC working group meeting date later in March.   Meeting concluded at 9.40am”


The report was NOTED.

H4d)(i)/0315     REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - SOCIAL & COMMUNITY SPC  (i)  REPORT OF MEETING, 4TH FEBRUARY 2015
“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr. D. Looney
	P. Murphy Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr. C. O Connor
	D. Bowes Administrative Officer

	Cllr. J. Graham
	P. McALerney Senior Community Officer

	Cllr. K. Egan
	P. Swayne Sports Officer

	Cllr. V. Casserly
	T. McDermott Sports Partnership Co Coordinator 

	Cllr. S. Holland
	 

	G. Ní Mhuirí  PPN
	

	L. Kelly PPN
	


Apologies:    

B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development

A. Silke, Sports Officer

Chair of the SPC Councillor D. Looney presented
At the outset of the meeting the Chair, Cllr. D. Looney welcomed everyone to the first formal meeting of the SPC and asked that all introduce themselves and their current role.

Notes of an informal briefing held for members on 20th November 2014 were noted. The Chair indicated that following this meeting the Work Programme for the Social and Community SPC for 2014 / 2015 had been developed and agreed by the CPG. The programme was attached for member’s information and the Chair invited all members to review same and highlight any areas which they would recommend for inclusion.

SDCC Educational and Sports Bursaries   

Mr. P. Murphy highlighted revised proposals for Education and Sports Bursaries which have been developed following discussions with the Institute of Technology Tallaght (ITT) as follows:

· Alter the scholarship arrangement to allow for  more  even  distribution across schools within scheme
· Increase the number of scholarships from 4 to 6 and award one scholarship in each school to the student with the highest Leaving certificate points
· Award 2 first year scholarships to Further Education Students
· Continue Sports Bursaries along existing lines
Following discussion the Committee agreed to recommend that the changes be introduced for the next academic year subject to the following:

1. Further review of those schools deemed disadvantaged and those excluded from scheme

2. Provide greater detail to members of the criteria to be used to award the Further Education scholarships

3. Review those schools eligible and the reason for their eligibility under the Further Education scholarships

4. Work with ITT to ensure that all South Dublin students have equal opportunity through Further Education supports

Cllr. D. Looney asked that the parameters associated with the designation of areas of disadvantage be reviewed. It was also agreed to further review the schemes at the conclusion of their first full year of operation under these new arrangements and that a report on the matter would be made to a future meeting of the SPC. 

Endeavour Awards Scheme

Mr. P. Murphy outlined this new initiative which stems from a provision of €25,000 made in the 2015 Budget under which the objective will be to reward and recognise particular categories of endeavour such as Sport, Pride of Place and Tidy Towns Volunteerism.  In this regard it is recommended that a sub committee of the SPC be formed to develop all aspects of the proposal. 

Following discussion the following Members volunteered to be part of this sub committee as follows: 

· Cllr. S. Holland, 

· Cllr. V. Casserly 

· Cllr. Charlie O Connor 

· Cllr. Dermot Looney  

· Layton Kelly PPN”  

The report was NOTED.

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle, who proposed the following, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED:

“That the recommendation of Social & Community SPC in relation to the future administration of Community Grants be amended to ensure that applications for community grants would be taken at least three times a year, as opposed to just once per year.”
H4e)(i)/0315      REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - LAND USE, TRANSPORTATION  & PLANNING SPC (i) REPORT OF MEETING, 19TH FEBRUARY 2015
“Chair of the SPC Councillor W. Lavelle presented.


Present:

Elected Members:
Councillor W. Lavelle





Councillor C. Brophy





Councillor R. Nolan





Councillor L. O’Toole





Councillor M. Murphy

Council Officials: 
Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use





Planning & Transportation





Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer





Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer

Ms L. Leonard, Senior Executive Officer

Ms C. Malone, Staff Officer

  Non Elected
Ms. S. Butler, Mr. D. Sherwin.

     Members:


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor P. Gogarty, and Mr. N.     Durkan.



   An Cathaoirleach, Councillor W. Lavelle presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. Lavelle, seconded by Cllr. M. Murphy, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 13th February 2014 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. Dublin Bus Presentation

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. W. Lavelle welcomed Dublin Bus, represented by Mr. D. O’Leary, Strategic Planning Manager, and Mr. Gareth Quinn, Area Manager West.  

Mr. Quinn gave a presentation on the strategic development of Dublin Bus in the Dublin area.  The presentation addressed the overview of the fleet; network direct objectives e.g.: improvements in cross city services and multi-modal integration; focus on customer care; hybrid diesel electric buses etc. 

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, R. Nolan, M. Murphy, C. Brophy and L. O’Toole the queries raised were responded to by Mr. G. Quinn and Mr. D. O’Leary and the report was NOTED.

3. Pay Parking Review

Mr. A. O’ Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer presented the report.

The presentation addressed the review of Pay and Display Parking and the application of 30 minutes free parking (introduced on a trial basis on 07.04.14).

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following ccontributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, C. Brophy, L. O’Toole and Ms S. Butler and Mr. D. Sherwin the queries raised were responded to by Mr. Eddie Taaffe, Mr. A. O’Mullane and Mr. J. McLoughlin.  

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Cllr W. Lavelle, seconded by Cllr. C. Brophy and AGREED that a recommendation be presented to the County Council Meeting that the current Pay & Display system continue with no change, with the exception of the integration of the 30 free minutes into the ticket issued.

4. Residential Speed Limits

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer presented the report.

The presentation addressed the review of speed limits in housing estates.  

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, L. O’Toole, M. Murphy and C. Brophy the queries raised were responded to by Mr. Eddie Taaffe and Mr. J. McLoughlin.  

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Cllr W. Lavelle, seconded by Cllr M. Murphy and AGREED that Traffic Surveys be undertaken to include for speed and traffic volumes at a number of locations (suggested one per Area Committee) to determine the speed currently obtaining in residential areas.

5. NTA Transport Strategy for Greater Dublin Area – SDCC Submission

Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use Planning & Transportation, gave a verbal report and invited the Members to email submissions.

The report was NOTED.

6. Taxi -Ranks

The Chair, Councillor W. Lavelle advised the SPC that this matter could be referred to the Area Committees (and discussed as the first item on the agenda of the next meeting of the SPC). 

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and AGREED that this item be presented to the Area Committees.

7. A.O.B.

(i) Naming of Infrastructure

Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use Planning & Transportation, presented the report which addressed the need for the Council to adopt a protocol for the naming of structures e.g.: bridges.

“Naming of Infrastructure Report

 

The Land-Use Planning & Transportation SPC was asked by the Corporate Policy Group to consider the naming of infrastructure in our County.  This followed on from a proposal to name the N7 Newlands Cross flyover after a specified individual.

 

However the family of the individual in question has written to the Council requesting that this proposal not be proceed with.

 

Nonetheless it is considered appropriate that the general matter of naming of infrastructure, such as the N7 Newlands Cross flyover, be considered further, particularly in light of the lack of both a precedent and set protocol in the County, unlike Dublin City where there is a well-established tradition of naming bridges. 

 

It is therefore proposed that this SPC would request Council management to:

· prepare a draft schedule of recognisable infrastructure which may be appropriate for naming;

· prepare draft proposals for a protocol for a sensitively-managed, non-political and inclusive form of consultation on future naming proposals.

 

These draft proposals will be presented to a future SPC meeting for consideration.” 

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Councillors L. O’Toole, W. Lavelle and C. Brophy it was proposed by Cllr W. Lavelle, seconded by Cllr L. O’Toole and AGREED that a proposal be presented to the County Council meeting.

(ii) Proposal for Cycling Sub-Group

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer gave a verbal report.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following ccontributions from Councillors W. Lavelle and C. Brophy and from Mr. D. Sherwin and Ms S. Butler the queries raised were responded to by Mr. Eddie Taaffe, Mr. J. McLoughlin and Ms Laura Leonard. 

Following a discussion it was agreed that a Cycling sub-group be set up to which external stakeholders would be invited as well as members of the SPC.
The meeting concluded at 7.20 p.m.
 _______________

_______________
Councillor W. Lavelle

Date
Cathaoirleach”
The report was NOTED.

H4e) (ii)/0315
REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - MINUTES    OFMEETING, 13TH FEB. 2014

“Present:
 
Elected Members:
Councillor C. Brophy





Councillor E. Coburn





Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor A.M. Dermody

Councillor E. Higgins

Councillor C. Jones

Councillor J. Lahart

Councillor W. Lavelle

Councillor E. Tuffy 

 Council Officials: 
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation





Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer





Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer

Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner

Ms C. Malone, Staff Officer

    Non Elected Members: Mr. T Newton, Ms B. Tyrrell Collard, Ms. Forsythe


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor T. Ridge, and Mr. M. Moran.



An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Brophy presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Brophy, seconded by Cllr. E. Coburn, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 21st November 2013 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

8. NTA Presentation - Bus Rapid Transit

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Colm Brophy welcomed the NTA, represented by Mr. D. King, Head of Public Transport Investment, and Mr. Hugh Cregan, Director of Transport Investment and Taxi Regulation.  

Mr. King gave a presentation on the proposed development of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in the Dublin area.  The presentation addressed Bus Rapid Transit which is a transport option that occupies the capacity between conventional buses and light rail.  It is anticipated that it will provide increased capacity, frequency and enhanced service on certain key routes i.e.: Swords to City Centre; Blanchardstown to UCD; Clongriffin to Tallaght. 

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, and C. Brophy and from Mr. T. Newton, Ms B. Tyrrell Collard and Ms M. Forsythe; in relation to:-concerns regarding potential increase in fares to cover costs; importance of public consultation; will cyclists be allowed on lanes and will routes interfere with existing cycle lanes?; will it be possible to carry bicycles on the buses?; acknowledgement that BRT will be good for areas between Luas lines; condition of roads and aging current bus fleet in the Terenure/Rathfarnham area; will a bus lane exist from Grange Road to the City Centre?

The queries raised were responded to by Mr. D. King and the report was NOTED.

9. Pay & Display Parking Review

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, and Mr. A. O’ Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer, presented the report.

The presentation addressed the review of Pay and Display Parking.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  Following contributions from Councillors C. Brophy, E. Higgins, P. Cosgrave, W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy, C. Jones and Ms B. Tyrrell Collard in relation to:-

option 1 involves the least amount of inconvenience; issue of cars parked in residential areas all day; usefulness of the statistics provided in the presentation; may not be possible to apply a universal grace period across all pay and display areas; issue of parents parking near schools – will grace period apply here?; can Saturday charge in Palmerston be abolished by executive decision?; pay and display should not be used as a revenue stream by the Council; need for bye-laws; any change should have 6 month review period built in (to allow sufficient time to collate data); 

the queries raised were responded to by Mr. A. O’Mullane, Mr. J. McLoughlin and Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation.  Ms Walsh advised the SPC that changes in the operation of Pay and Display parking in existing Pay and Display areas can be brought to the March meeting of the County Council.  Changes in existing P&D areas will not require changes to Bye-Laws.

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Cllr C. Brophy, seconded by Cllr. P. Cosgrave that Option 1 in the report be AGREED i.e.: to provide a 30 minute grace period for all vehicles on arrival in a pay and display parking location operated by the Council, excluding residential areas, prior to being required to have purchased a pay and display parking ticket and that Option 1 be presented to the March meeting of the County Council for adoption.  It was also AGREED that this 30 minute grace period would be reviewed after six months in operation.   
10. A.O.B.

Ms M. Forsythe gave a verbal presentation on:-

European Cyclists Federation (ECF) AGM - AGM in Dublin from 24-27 April.  There will be a Workshop on Thursday afternoon 24 April 2014 targeted at Local Authority personnel, both councillors and staff. 

European City Cycling Challenge May 2014 - cycling competition to see which council can track the most cycling miles during the month of May 2014. 

Councillor C. Brophy thanked Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation, for her contributions to the Transportation SPC and wished her well in her new post. 

The meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m.
 _______________                              _______________
Councillor C. Brophy                             Date
Cathaoirleach”
The minutes were NOTED.

H4f) (i)/0315     REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - HOUSING SPC(i)  REPORT OF MEETING, 19TH FEBRUARY 2015
Chair of the SPC Councillor C. King presented.

“Attendance 

	Members
	Council Officials

	Cllr T. Gillgan
	Hugh Hogan Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr L. Dunne
	Y. Dervan Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr E. O'Broin
	E Conroy County Architect

	Cllr C. King
	B. Martin Administrative Officer

	Cllr G. Kenny
	 

	Cllr M. Genockey
	 

	Cllr M. Duff
	 

	Cllr K. Mahon
	 

	Brendan MacPhiarias Nabco
	 

	Betty Tyrell ICTU Representative
	 

	Tricia Nolan, Volunteer Bureau
	 


Apologies

H-I (1)            MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 16th November 2014 were proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-1(2) Housing Strategy-Supply Mechanisms

Eddie Conroy County Architect made a presentation on direct provision of housing by the Council. He stated that successful schemes were a combination of good design, quality build and sustainable development. He informed the committee that the Council has received approval to build 15 units and is awaiting budget approval for a further 57 units. He also informed the committee that at the March meeting there will be a headed item to present the Part 8 Schedule for the Council to build 647 units.

The Part 8 process will be managed by the Architects Department and if we received budget approval from the DECLG the tender process and the construction process will be managed by consultant architects. The Council will also look to work in partnership with Approved Housing Bodies in managing certain development like apartment blocks.

Hugh Hogan Senior Executive Officer then made a presentation on the different supply mechanisms that will be supplied under the Social Housing Strategy. He then discussed the capital and revenue supply mechanisms with the Committee.

Capital Supply

· Social Housing Investment Programme to provided units through Direct build and Direct Purchase,   

· Capital Assistance Scheme and Capital Loan Scheme operated by the Approved Housing Bodies 

· Part 5 currently 15% requirement but will revised to 10% in the new planning bill 

The above schemes are 100% funded and expenditure in this area would affect the National Debt

· Borrowing (HFA and Private)- This is were Approved Housing Bodies borrow to fund capital projects and this is considered an Off Balance sheet as it does not effect the National Debt 

Revenue Supply Mechanisms
· Rental Accommodation Scheme 

· Leasing 

·        Housing Assistance Payment

These are all funded from the Governments Revenue budget and are considered client driven as tenants procure the properties through private landlords.

The new supply mechanisms were then discussed which included the following areas:

· Tuath Nua (HFA / EIB) 

· SPV / ALMO (HFA) 

· Private Finance (REIT) 

· PPP / Joint Venture 

· NARPS 

· Build to lease 

The full version of the report can be viewed here.

The report was noted by the Committee

H-1(3) Sub Committees

It was agreed by the members that initially two sub-committees would be set dealing with the areas of :

Housing Supply and homeless

Anti-Social Behaviour

A number of members were interested in joining the sub-committees and it was agreed that Brian Martin would e-mail all members for expression of interest, requesting for external participants and setting of policy agenda. It was planned that the sub-committees would meet before the next SPC

H-1(4) AOB

· Members asked a number of queries in relation to the Choice Based Letting System. 

· Members asked for information on current Part 5 Requirements and the effect of the new Housing Bill. 

· Members asked for information on the Housing Assistance Payments in relation to transfers 

· Members asked for report on RAS allocation net of terminations. 

The Council official replied to various queries and agreed to provide the requested reports

The meeting concluded at 7.05 pm

The report was NOTED.

H4f (ii)/0315
REPORTS OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES – HOUSING SPC (ii) MINUTES OF MEETING, 26TH NOVEMBER 2014
“PRESENT:
Members:                           Council Officials:
	Councillor M. Duff
	Director of Services

	Councillor L. Dunne
	Senior Executive Officer

	Councillor M. Genockey
	A/Senior Staff Officer

	Councillor T. Gilligan (Apologies)
	 

	Councillor G. Kenny
	 

	Councillor C. King
	 


The Meeting was chaired by Councillor C. King
H-I(1)  MINUTES
The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 24th February,2014 were proposed by Councillor C. King seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)  HOUSING OVERVIEW 
Mr. B. Coman welcomed all the Members and staff and for the purpose of informing the new Members , he provided an overview of the Housing Department and the respective roles of the two Senior Executive Officers, Yvonne Dervan and Hugh Hogan.

He also gave an outline as to the membership of the Strategic Policy Committees.

Community Groups –      Residents Associations, Football Clubs Etc.

Social Inclusion           - Women’s Groups, Traveller Development Integration.

Environment -               Conservations Groups

The nomination from these groups has to be ratified by the Council at its Meeting on 8th December, 2014.

Councillor C. King suggested it would be a good idea to broaden the membership by getting someone from one of the Homeless groups , Focus, Simon or Peter McVerry trust.

Councillor E. O Broin suggested we get an nomination from Approved Housing Bodies.

1st July, 2015 - which will be going for resolution to the Council in March or April.  

Councillor L. Dunne asked how many tenants are in arrears at the moment and said it was going to be difficult for tenants to pay an increase when they are already in arrears.     B. Coman responded.

Concern was expressed by Members at the proposal to include unpaid water charged in rents of Local Authority tenants .   B. Coman reported this matter was subject of a Motion to the December Meeting of the Council, if and where the Motion was passed, the position of the Elected Members would be notified to Minister Alan Kelly.
H-I(3) DRAFT SPC WORK PROGRAMME
	THEME
	ACTION
	OBJECTIVE

	Housing Supply
	Consider Measures to implement national policy - construct social housing, private rented, approved housing bodies, private ventures
	Investigate New models of Funding for social housing supply and housing ventures, design of estates for sustainability. Continue to develop and implement sustainable inclusive and appropriate Housing Policies which meet the changing needs of all citizens throughout their lifetime

	Social Housing Need and HAP
	Advise on scheme, operation and progress
	Promote social integration through managed tenure mix - Update on progress of scheme as operated. Continue to develop and implement sustainable inclusive and appropriate Housing Policies which meet the changing needs of all citizens throughout their lifetime

	Energy Programmes
	Consider Energy Programmes and how best SDCC can benefit from schemes
	Full consideration of the availability of various energy programmes for housing units and facilities and impact on tenants, owners and users

	Homelessness
	Advise on issues arising and progress on Regional Plan
	Update on Homelessness in the Region, consideration of new initiatives and implementation of actions as identified in Homeless Regional Strategy.

	Rents Scheme
	Advise on proposed new national differential Rent Scheme to be effective from 1st July 2015.
	Consideration of the incremental introduction of proposed new differential rent scheme and phasing to 2017.    

	ASB/ JPC/LPF
	Anti Social Behaviour trends and actions - work of JPC and LPFs
	Promote safer communities by working in partnership with communities and other housing organisations - Consideration of measures to deal with ASB


Councillor C. King mentioned Sub Committees about which there was debate.

It was agreed that an informal Meeting may take place with the new Membership at the end of January.

The report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm      

Siniú:_Cathal  King _________                   Dáta:   19th February 201
 An Cathaoirleach”
The minutes were NOTED.

H5/0315
REPORT OF JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE MEETING, 30th  JANUARY 2015   

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 
South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee Report

The Joint Policing Committee met on 30th January 2015 in County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Documents presented at the meeting are available on the CMAS system. 

“Attendance:  Committee Members
	Cllr. D. O’Donovan (Chair)
	Cllr. P. Donovan

	Cllr. C. Brophy
	Cllr. C. King

	Cllr. M. Devine
	Cllr. S. Holland

	Cllr. P. Kearns
	Cllr. P. Foley

	Cllr. N. Coules
	Cllr. L. O’Toole

	Cllr. P. Gogarty
	Senator C. Keane

	B. Coman
	Chief Superintendent O. McPartlin

	E. Dolan 
	R. McGrath

	G. Carton
	M.  Noonan

	J. Lawlor
	A. Corrigan

	T. Deasey
	Superintendent J. Quirke


Apologies:

Cllr. E. O’Brien, Cllr. K. Egan D. McLoughlin, Mayor F. Warfield.

In attendance: Superintendent B. Connolly, Superintendent P. Duff, Superintendent D. Mann.  A. Byrne, S. O’Gorman, N. Byrne, 

The following is a summary of the business of the JPC:

Introduction to new members.

Cyber Safety.

The JPC has supported Comhairle Na nÓg in developing a cyber safety charter.  Following a request from members, a presentation was delivered on the dangers of social media and cyber safety in general.  

JPC Guidelines

The guidelines, membership and operation of the Joint Policing Committee was explained for the benefit of new members.

JPC Sub-groups

Requests were made for members of the subgroups of the JPC

Local Policing Fora

Reports were circulated on behalf of the three local policing fora in Tallaght, Clondalkin and North Clondalkin

Garda Reports

Reports were circulated by Chief Superintendent Orla McPartlin on behalf of the DMRS region and by Superintendent John Quirke on behalf of the DMRW region.  

Anti-social Behavior
Members raised concerns about an escalation of antisocial behaviour is a particular locality.  The Gardai and the Local Authority Officials responded.  


JPC meetings are scheduled for the following dates:


Friday 
May 22nd
Friday
September 25th

Friday 
November 27th”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. O’Connor, C. King, J. Lahart, D. O’Donovan and D. Looney.  The Members expressed concerns regarding the level of reporting in the Report.

Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive confirmed he would take up with the community division the format of the JPC Minutes. He stated that he will review the Report in the light of confidentiality issues.

The report was NOTED.

H6/0315
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading
QUESTIONS  
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q31 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Q1/0315
TRANSFER LIST 

QUESTION:  Councillor L. Dunne
To ask the Chief Executive, how many tenants have been transferred or are waiting to be transferred for reasons related to Anti-Social Behavior across the County, with a possible breakdown of each area?
REPLY:
The Council has facilitated 54 transfers on anti-social grounds - at present there 35 applications on the transfer list requesting alternative accommodation on anti-social grounds.
Q2/0315
CLEANER COMMUNITIES 

QUESTION: Councillor L. Dunne

To ask the Chief Executive what plans if any, have the Council to promote cleaner communities campaigns, encouraging community groups and residents to participate in such initiatives in housing estates.  Additionally, what support will be given to those who chose to participate?
REPLY:
The Council's Environment Water & Climate Change Directorate is very committed to delivery  of the corporate objectives to improve the aesthetic appearance of our County in the interest   of Economic Development, the quality of life of its residents and the great benefit to the community. 

The local authority is conscious that it cannot deliver on this objective on its own and draws on the assistance of its stakeholders in the community and voluntary sector, business and beyond to help deliver the best possible outcomes for everyone.

Environmental Enforcement: 
The Council's Litter Warden Services (5 Wardens) patrol the county and identify litter black spots on a regular basis. All incidents of illegal dumping are interrogated for evidence and appropriate enforcement action taken, where possible. Unfortunately however it is proving more difficult to retrieve evidence from dumped material to identity polluters and therefore the Council encourages all citizens to respect their community and environment, and to report instances of littering and illegal dumping, and to where possible assist the Council with identification of known culprits in order to bring successful convictions.

Environmental education and awareness:
There is particular emphasis on the promotion of environmental awareness amongst young people, households, communities and businesses in the County.    The following is an outline of activity:

· Green programme for young people - Green Schools, Green Times publication, competitions during Eco Week 

· Provision of awareness materials to communities regarding waste management and anti-Litter 

· Promotion of prevention, reuse, up cycling and recycling in the County 

· Social credits - rewards community groups who improve their environment by carrying out pro-environmental actions such as community cleanups, maintenance of   community gardens, graffiti removal and weeding of footpaths.  Benefits of the Social Credit's Scheme include: 

· Practical assistance to community groups 

· Advice from departmental staff 

· A reward for completing an action 

· Increases local pride and ownership of local area 

· Empowers groups to create cleaner, greener and safer communities 

· Repair cafes- Engagement with volunteer repair people and community with a view to provide repair cafes  to reduce volume of materials going to landfill/ recycling and increase in items being fixed and reused. 
  Community Dept- Residents Groups / Tidy Districts
The Council's Social and Community Department will also work with Residents Groups and Tidy Districts groups to improve their areas. It is an objective to develop integrated strategies  and actions that bring together all active groups in an area to further improve the local environment. If local groups are not already in contact with the local community development team then they should do so at the earliest opportunity. The local team will offer all advices and assistance including assistance identifying possible sources of funding.

Q3/0315
LITTER AND ILLEGAL DUMBING 



QUESTION: Councillor L. Dunne 

To ask the Chief Executive, what was the total cost to the Council last year for the removal of litter and illegal dumping?
REPLY:
The total cost to the Council of the removal of litter and illegal dumping for 2014 is in the region of €6,000,000. 

The table below sets out the costs incurred 2011 to 2014 in respect of the removal of litter and illegal dumping, enforcement under the Litter Pollution Act, and environmental education & awareness.

	 
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014*

	Cleansing/ Illegal Dumping
	€3.4M
	€3M
	€2.8M
	€3.2M

	Estate Cleaning & Litter Removal
	€2.4M
	€2.2M
	€2.2M
	€2.8M

	Litter Wardens Service
	€480K
	€803K
	€880K
	€880K

	Anti Litter Campaign
	€22K
	€50K
	€46K
	€23K

	Environmental Awareness
	€330K
	€465K
	€330K
	€315K


*2014 end of year figures have not been fully finalised.
Q4/0315
DERILECT SITES 

QUESTION: Councillor P. Foley 
There are a number of houses throughout the county which have been left vacant - for one reason or another. These houses are often left in disrepair and can have a negative effect on the surrounding community. To ask the Chief Executive what steps are open to the council to address this issue?
REPLY:
All reports of vacant/abandoned houses are investigated by the Enforcement and Licensing Section in accordance with the provisions of the Derelict Sites Act 1990 (the Act). The investigation involves a number of standard checks including:

· Site inspection, taking photos and documenting condition of site 

· Folio check to establish ownership
· Planning check to establish the planning history on the property/site in question 

Where a property is found to be non-derelict but at risk of becoming derelict, a statutory notice, pursuant to Section 11 of the Derelict Sites Act 1990, is served on the registered owner(s) requiring that works specified in the Notice are carried out within a period specified by the Council, which cannot be less than one month in accordance with the Act, from the expiration of fourteen days from the date of service of the Notice. 

Where a property is found to be derelict, a statutory notice, pursuant to Section 8 (2) of the Act, is served on the registered owner(s) advising them of the Council’s intention to enter the particulars of the site on the Derelict Sites Register and allowing a reasonable period of time for the making of representations, in accordance with the Act. The Council, having considered any such representation, will have the site re-inspected and decide whether the site should be entered on the Register. Where a decision is taken to enter the particulars of a site on the Register, a statutory notice pursuant to Section 8 (7) of the Act is served on the owner, advising them of the entry.

The Council also uses the provisions of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964 where a risk or potential risk to the public is found to exist in any vacant/abandoned house. Where a public health nuisance is found to exist, an abatement notice is issued in conjunction with our colleagues in the Environmental Health Office.

Difficulties have been experienced in establishing the current owner(s) of some of the vacant properties and in establishing the current whereabouts of the owner(s). In other cases, protracted investigations have eventually led to banks/financial institutions who have initiated proceedings to secure repossession of the property.

Currently, fifty-one (51) vacant/abandoned houses are under investigation. Since 1st January 2014, sixteen (16) Statutory Notices have been served pursuant to Section 11 of the Act which required works to prevent the property from becoming derelict. A further nineteen (19) Notices were issued pursuant to Section 8(2), giving notice of the Council’s intention to enter the particulars of the property on the Derelict Sites Register, with six (6) properties on the Derelict Sites Register @ 31/12/2014.  Files on eighteen (18) properties have been closed, as the dereliction/potential dereliction has been abated, as a result of enforcement action and/or sale of the property.

In exceptional cases, South Dublin County Council has secured abandoned private properties in the interests of good estate management and health and safety grounds.  Continuous efforts in consultation with Housing Department have been made in resolving these cases, such as referral of owners to the Housing Procurement Section to advise on social housing leasing options. 

In one case, South Dublin County Council’s offer to purchase an abandoned property has been accepted.
Q5/0315
FLASHING SPEED SIGNS
QUESTION: Councillor P. Foley 
The flashing signs - indicating the speed of the oncoming traffic - throughout the county are, in my opinion, having a positive effect on reducing speed. To ask the Chief Executive what is the cost of each unit and what opportunities are there to roll more of these out this year?
REPLY:
The cost of installation is approximately €3000 each. The Council have installed 16 to date across the county and their effectiveness has yet to be established. They were installed initially at the request of the Gardaí in known areas of speeding and we can examine particular locations for additional signs. 
Q6/0315
RESIDENTAL SPEED LIMITS 

QUESTION: Councillor P. Foley 

To ask the Chief Executive when will the council publish its findings and conclusions from the recent request for submissions regarding residential speed limits?
REPLY:
A report on the public consultation in relation to residential speed limits was made to the Land Use and Transportation SPC and it was agreed that additional speeding information was required from a small number of locations within the County to determine the 85 percentile speed in residential estates in order to verify the scale of the problem within the County and what enforcement measures if any could be adopted.  A copy of the Report will be circulated once the Minutes of the SPC have been adopted.
Q7/0315
BULBS NOT BONFIRES 

QUESTION: Councillor P. Foley
To ask the Chief Executive in the management's opinion was the "Bulbs not Bonfires" scheme a success? Will it be continued next year? What was the cost of the scheme in total?
REPLY:
The Bulbs not Bonfires scheme was introduced, through the Social Credit Scheme, in 2012.

The scheme encourages communities to do something different at Halloween instead of a bonfire. Most recipients / groups organised Halloween clean ups, competitions, discos and resulted in the scheme providing communities with flowers in the Spring rather than scarred open space throughout the year.

The following is an outline of activity for 2012 - 2014 incl. 

Year                    B n B                Bonfires

2012                   49                     373                             

2013                   46                     378

2014                  115                    348  

A decision on 2015 Halloween initiatives has not yet been made.
The annual cost of operating the Bulbs not Bonfire Scheme is c €1,200. 
Q8/0315
METER READINGS

QUESTION:  Councillor S. Holland

To ask the Chief Executive to liaise with Irish Water and ask for a report into the effect the meter readings will have on radon gas levels?

REPLY:
Chief Executive will liaise with Irish Water and ask for a report into the effect the meter readings will have on radon gas levels.
Q9/0315
SOCIAL HOUSING 

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Chief Executive how many social homes he anticipates will be constructed in the county in 2015.
REPLY:
Countywide, sites for social housing with capacity  in excess of 600 units have been identified. Of those, the tender process in respect of fifteen no. units is nearing completion, it is anticipated construction will commence on site in Qtr 1 2015 with target delivery date Qtr 2 2016.  Budget cost approval is currently awaited from the DECLG in respect of a further 57 units with target commencement date of 3rd Qtr 2015.

The Council proposes to commence the Part 8 process in respect of remaining sites identified in respect of which informal presentations have been brought before each of the Area Committees. Reports will be presented on an incremental basis to each of the Area Committees in the coming months and funding applications will be submitted to the DECLG in order to progress delivery of the units.
Q10/0315
ROUNDABOUT SIGNAGE 

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Chief Executive what is the position with regard to the roundabout county signage strategy that was first initiated ten years ago and has never seen the light of day nor any sign on in the roundabout in the county?
REPLY:
This matter was examined in the light of a naming scheme for roundabouts at strategic locations around the County when the question of sponsorship was also examined. It was never developed as coherent strategy.
Q11/0315
CASH FOR CARS
QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Chief Executive what is the position with regard to the Cash for Cars signage in the county and will the Chief Executive present a report to members on any progress made?

REPLY:
“Cash for Car” signage has blighted the Greater Dublin Area over the last number of years.

These signs are a distraction to motorists and as a result pose a safety risk to road users.

The four Dublin Local Authorities engaged in a media campaign in late 2014 advising motorists not to sell their car via the "Cash for Cars" method.   Motorists’ responsibility to ensure that change of ownership is done correctly in order that any charges, fines or penalty points are avoided and attributed to the rightful owner was highlighted.

These “Cash for Car” signs which are in sticker and corrugated board format are removed when located. The precise information on numbers of signs removed by this Council is not readily available as the work is often carried out as part of other works.  However, it is believed that in excess 5,000 illegal “Cash for Cars” signs have been removed from lampposts and street signage in the Dublin Area.

People who post the signs are subject to a fine of €150 each or €4,000 if convicted been in a position to issue fines or initiate prosecution proceedings because of the difficulty in tracking down those responsible for erecting the illegal signage. A Direct Prosecution was initiated in July 2014 but unfortunately the summons was returned unserved, therefore the case could not proceed.

The Council has been working and will continue to work with An Garda Siochana in attempting to identify those involved in this illegal activity, and on the possibility of disconnecting the phone numbers identified in notices illegally erected.
 Q12/0315
GRAFFITTI


QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Chief Executive can he outline what progress is being made with the remaining utility companies in respect of entering into MOU with the Council concerning Graffiti - and will the Chief Executive list these utility companies?
REPLY:
Initial contact has been made with the remaining utility companies with a view to extending the memorandum of understanding currently in place with the ESB for the removal of graffiti.  The matter will be progressed with each of the companies should they agree to participate.  The companies contacted are: Eircom, An Post, UPC, Bord Gáis, and Energia
Q13/0315
PYRITE 

QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Chief Executive to confirm the latest position regarding the position of Pyrite in houses within the county, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

On the 5th of February 2015 the following press release by the DECLG was made:

Mr. Paudie Coffey, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, announced today (05 February 2015) that he has approved the extension of the pyrite remediation scheme to include dwellings located in the administrative areas of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown and South Dublin County Councils which may be affected by significant pyritic damage.

I understand that the only location to date where Pyrite has been discovered in our functional area is in Newcastle and that remedial works have commenced or are about to commence. There is no obligation on the developer or householder to inform SDCC when works commence.
Q14/0315
HOUSEHOLD BIN LITTER


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 

To ask the Chief Executive to outline who is responsible for the debris caused by wheelie bins falling on public roads, in particular during periods of windy weather, and for subsequent clean-ups; and to make a statement on how he plans to engage with waste disposal companies and other parties to resolve the inadvertent littering resultant from this avoidable issue?
REPLY:
Each household is responsible for the storage, separation and presentation of their own household waste using the appropriate waste container.

South Dublin County Council Household Waste Bye-Laws 2012, states the following in relation to obligation place on the holder of waste

· Storage of Waste, Section 6(3) - A holder shall maintain all Appropriate Waste Containers in such condition and state of repair so that the household waste placed therein shall not cause environmental pollution." 

· Presentation of Waste for Collection, Section 8(5) - A holder shall not present household waste for collection before the evening preceding the designated collection day and must be removed from the prescribed place no later that the evening of the designated collection date. 

· Presentation of Waste for Collection, Section 8(7) – The holder of any household waste presented for collection shall promptly remove and collect all matter which may spill or escape from the Appropriate Waste Container so presented, howsoever such matter shall spill or escape. 

· Presentation of Waste for Collection, Section 8(8) – A holder shall present household waste for collection at a prescribed place and shall not cause or permit waste to be presented for collection in a manner that would cause environmental pollution.

The European Union (Household Food Waste and Bio-waste) Regulations 2013 came into force in April 2013.  These regulations impose obligations on both the householders and waste collectors. Householders are now obliged to segregate their food waste. Householders may compost the food waste at home or bring it to authorised treatment facilities (such as civic amenity sites) themselves thus reducing the amount of waste being left out for collection and also the frequency of collections.

Waste collectors are required to provide a separate collection service for household food waste.

The issue of inadvertent littering resultant from kerbside collection is acknowledged and will be examined in the context of the drafting of the new Litter Management Plan and Litter Bye-Laws.

Similarly the Department of Environment Community and Local Government intends to introduce a new legislation framework to reform the regulation of the collection of household waste.  New Household Waste Regulations are currently being drafted.   
Q15/0315
30KPH SPEED LIMIT 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 

To ask the Chief Executive what is his intention in terms of rolling out the proposed new 30kph speed limit in housing estates, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
The proposed 30 kph speed limit in residential areas has not yet been agreed at national level and its implementation is premature until the Council has completed its deliberations at the Land Use, Planning and Transportation SPC.

A report was recently made to that committee in relation to the public consultation process requested by the Minister and it was agreed that further deliberations were required to assess the current speed in these 50 KPH areas.
Q16/0315 
AGE FRIENDLY ALLIANCE 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on the implementation of the County's Age-Friendly Strategy, to report on proposed works and initiatives planned for 2015 in the area of inclusion for older persons, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
The Age Friendly Alliance continues to meet and have developed a programme of work for 2015. The membership has also been extended to include additional agencies.

The programme of work for 2015 will include the development a new Text Alert service, a continuation of the DECLG Community Smoke Alarm scheme when available, age friendly ambassador service etc.

The alliance will continue to work to promote activities for older people during the year but particularly during the Bealtaine Festival which is a national festival celebrating creativity as we age. The Age Friendly Alliance will also be involved in the development of activities during the Health and Wellbeing and the Social Inclusion Weeks.

Q17/0315
HOUSING ADAPTION GRANTS 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the awarding of housing adaptation grants in private and social housing in the County for 2014 and 2015, how this compares to historical awards, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY: 

	 
	SCHEME APPROVALS 
	 
	 

	YEAR
	HAGS
	MAGS
	HOPS
	Yearly Total no. granted
	Yearly Total Amount approved 

	2015 (Jan   to 24/2/15)
	14
	8
	2
	24
	€113,830.75

	2014
	98
	107
	19
	224
	€1,392,201.35

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2013
	92
	65
	10
	167
	€1,327,188.22

	2012
	166
	90
	47
	303
	€2,048,559.78

	2011
	163
	51
	52
	266
	€1,715,528.12

	2010
	168
	33
	91
	292
	€2,005,602.65

	2009
	213
	296
	105
	614
	€3,263,716.00

	2008
	155
	17
	93
	265
	€2,279,511.94

	TOTALS
	1,069
	667
	419
	2,155
	€14,146,138.81


The Grants Schemes provide for 80% of the expenditure to be recouped from the Department of Environment, Community & Local Government with the balance being funded from the Council’s revenue budget.

During the same period, works to facilitate disabled or elderly tenants of Council dwellings were carried out to the following numbers of rented dwellings.     

	DPG SCEME APPROVALS 

	YEAR
	DPG

	2015 (Jan   to 24/2/15)
	0

	2014
	48

	2013
	63

	2012
	76

	2011
	132

	2010
	175

	2009
	37

	2008
	105

	TOTAL
	636


Q18/0315 
PLANNING SUBMISSIONS 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Chief Executive if he will give consideration to allowing submissions and observations on planning applications to be made online, to provide a report on the possibilities of implementing such a system to include payment as per regulations, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
The Council is currently in the test phase of an eplanning facility for the lodgement of smaller planning files.  A facility to allow online submissions is being examined in this context.  All submissions and objections must be made in accordance with the Planning & Development Regulations and the relevant fee would therefore also have to be submitted on line.
Q19/0315
TREE PRUNING 

QUESTION: Councillor R. McMahon
To ask the Chief Executive to outline in detail the full process involved in

Tree Pruning and Removal from when a Councillor or member of the public send in a request for service right through to what is done with the lumber once a tree is removed or pruned?
REPLY:
The Council’s Customer Contact System is usually the first point of contact for enquiries and complaints from public representatives and members of the public, including those relating to trees. Details of the customer’s name, address, contact details, nature of the enquiry and location of the enquiry are logged into the Customer Contact System. The enquiry is then referred to the relevant Council section for response.

Any tree-related emergencies are referred for immediate action in accordance with the Council’s emergency procedures. An emergency is defined as a tree that is in immediate danger of collapse or a tree that is causing an obstruction requiring urgent attention.

For non-emergency tree enquiries, customers are either informed of the Council's policy in regard to an issue where tree maintenance work is not considered a priority or where a site inspection is considered necessary, customers will be informed that such a site inspection will be undertaken after which the customer will be notified of what action, if any, is considered appropriate.

Currently, the Council undertakes tree inspections primarily in response to requests for tree work.  Each inspection involves an assessment of the tree's health and condition, and identifies if any work is required, having regard also to any issues raised in an enquiry that has been received in relation to a specific tree.

Based on figures for 2014, the current requirement for tree inspections is c.1600 per annum. These inspections are primarily of individual trees across a wide geographic spread throughout the county.  In order to make most efficient use of the Council’s staff resource who undertake tree inspections, non-emergency inspections are normally undertaken when there is sufficient number of tree inspections listed for undertaking within a particular geographic area.  Following inspection, where it is agreed that tree works are required, the tree is listed for inclusion on a future tree maintenance programme in accordance with its considered priority.

The pruning, removal and planting of street trees, removal of tree stumps, hedge cutting and maintenance of open space shrubberies is undertaken under the Council’s annual Tree Maintenance Programme.  The development of the annual Tree Maintenance Programme largely evolves each year from recommendations arising from tree inspections in response to requests for tree maintenance works received over the previous 12 month period from members of the public and public representatives via the Customer Contact System.  The annual programme for the year ahead is presented to meetings of the Council’s Area Committee meetings usually during November.  The Tree Maintenance Programme for 2015 was presented and approved by the Council's Area Committee meetings in November 2014.  This programme is ongoing from January 2015 to December 2015. 

Wherever possible, the wood debris from tree maintenance work is converted and recycled into woodchips for use as mulch in planted areas or surfacing for woodland paths within the Council’s parks and open spaces. Larger sections that can’t be processed by the woodchopper are recycled according to the condition and species of timber. At present, these are generally made available to wood turners for carving and crafting or for firewood to charitable organisations through official local contacts. Green waste generated from tree works in woodlands is usually left in situ to create wildlife habitats.
Q20/0315
SOCIAL HOUSING 

QUESTION:  Councillor K. Mahon
To ask the Chief Executive, based on the recommended number of tenants per unit for social housing, can he please provide a breakdown of the number of units, by number of bedrooms, that could be currently deemed as above capacity or overcrowded?

Where the occupancy level is above the recommended level, can the CE also provide a breakdown, along similar lines, as to how many of these units currently house additional children and how many currently house additional adults?

REPLY:
There the Council has 9,003 dwellings in stock.  The Council's Allocation Scheme sets out criteria for accommodation size necessary for family composition as shown in the table below. 

	Single person or Couple
	1 bedroom

	Single Parent or Couple with 1 child or 2 children of the same gender
	2 bedroom

	Single Parent or Couple with 3 or 4 children
	3 bedroom

	Single Parent or Couple with 5 or more children
	4 bedroom


The Council has currently 768 applications from families on the list to transfer to alternative accommodation.  There are 238 of the 768 in overcrowded accommodation as follows:-

	Accommodation size required
	 Nos. on Transfer List

	2 Bedroom
	13

	3 Bedroom
	178

	4 Bedroom
	47


It is not possible to provide the breakdown based on numbers of adults or children without undertaking a large scale manual analysis of all the files in question. The resources are not available to undertake this work at this time.
Q21/0315
SOCIAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING
QUESTION: Councillor D. O'Donovan
To ask the Chief Executive what plans there are for Shared Ownership Scheme or affordable housing schemes within the County within the next 12 months?
REPLY: 

The Government’s Social Housing Strategy 2020 envisages the provision of 35,000 new social housing units, over a six year period, to meet the additional social housing supply requirements as determined by the housing Agency, in addition to providing support for up to 75,000 households through an enhanced private rental sector.

There is no specific reference in the Strategy to any affordable housing initiative.

The Housing Policy Statement 2011 announced that all Affordable Housing Schemes, including the Shared Ownership Scheme have been stood down.
Q22/0315

LITTER BINS & HANGING BASKETS 

QUESTION: Councillor D. O'Donovan
To ask the Chief Executive how much SDCC spends on the emptying of bins in our villages each year and how much SDCC spends on the upkeep/watering of flower baskets/hanging baskets in our villages each year
REPLY:
The total cost to operate the litter bin service (650 Bins) in 2014 was approximately €303,000 and of this around 25% of the total cost or €75,750 was spent on servicing litters bins in the village centres.  A total of €7,490 was spent in 2014 on maintenance and watering of hanging baskets in the County's villages.
Q23/0315
HOMELESS CLIENTS 

QUESTION: Councillor D. O'Donovan



To ask the Chief Executive why SDCC does not operate a ‘Self Refer’ policy for homeless clients and are there any plans to introduce it in the near future?
REPLY:
All family placements in approved emergency accommodation are managed on a regional basis through Dublin City Council Centralised Placement Service (as the lead authority for Homeless Services) who operate a fair and transparent system of bed placement taking into account individual family circumstances such as documented medical/child protection issues, room availability & family size; alternative options available to families (as such family & friends) as well as time on the waiting list for emergency accommodation.  The CPS is the only party that can authorise self referral and they will only do so on the day the family become homeless.

While there are no plans to introduce self referral on an individual Council basis we are constantly seeking new facilities for the placement of families and will continue to do so.
Q24/0315
HOMELESS ACCOMODTION
QUESTION: Councillor D. O'Donovan
To ask the Chief Executive how many clients throughout the County are currently homeless but are not actually categorised homeless because they haven’t been able to access emergency homeless accommodation.
REPLY:
As at 31st January 2015, South Dublin County Council's Homeless Services Unit had 23 families (with 37 children) assessed as imminently at risk of homelessness and are included on our waiting list for emergency accommodation.  The majority of these families report that they are currently staying with family/friends.

It is not possible to advise regarding the average length of time a family may be on the waiting list for emergency accommodation.  All family placements are managed on a regional basis through Dublin City Council - Centralised Placement Services (as the lead authority for Homeless Services) who operate a fair and transparent system of bed placement taking into account individual family circumstances such as documented medical/child protection issues, room availability & family size; alternative options available to families (as such family & friends) as well as time on the waiting list for emergency accommodation for families across the Dublin Region.
Q25/0315
TREE PRUNING PROGRAMME


QUESTION: Councillor D. O'Donovan
To ask the Chief Executive what percentage of trees listed in the current Tree Pruning Programme have actually been dealt with.  What will happen to the trees not reached before the end of the programme?

REPLY:
The 2014-15 Tree Maintenance Programme was presented to the November 2014 meetings of all four Area Committees.  Tree maintenance work has been in progress since then and will remain ongoing throughout the current year.  It is planned to present a full progress report on the current Tree Maintenance Programme to the April meetings of the Area Committees.  Work is currently underway to assess the extent of work completions to date and to project how the programme will progress over the course of 2015.  The reports to be presented to the Acmes in April will address all of the relevant issues.

Q26/0315 
ACCOMMODATION
QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons
To ask the Chief Executive how many people living in a House/accommodation is considered overcrowding and is there an EU Directive on this? If so to outline this.
REPLY:
The Council's Allocation Scheme sets out criteria for accommodation size necessary for family composition as shown in the table below. There are currently 8,624 applications on the Council's housing waiting list.

	Single person or Couple
	1 bedroom

	Single Parent or Couple with 1 child or 2 children of the same gender
	2 bedroom

	Single Parent or Couple with 3 or 4 children
	3 bedroom

	Single Parent or Couple with 5 or more children
	4 bedroom


Tenant's, whose family has grown and are in need of larger accommodation, can apply for a transfer to alternative accommodation.  The Council has currently 768 applications from families on list to transfer to alternative accommodation of these 238 are in overcrowded accommodation as follows:-

	Accommodation size required
	 Nos. on Transfer List

	2 Bedroom
	13

	3 Bedroom
	178

	4 Bedroom
	47


This definition of overcrowding can be found under Part IV of the Housing Act 1966 which outlines overcrowding and unfit houses. Overcrowding is determined if the bedroom is less than 400 cubic feet per person sharing and also over the age of 10 if both children are of the opposite sex.

Q27/0315 
HOUSING STRATEGY 


QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for an update report on The Housing Strategy and how the public can make recommendation re same. Also to outline and report what is envisaged within the document and when this will be a final working document?
REPLY:
In accordance with the requirements of Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), the Development Plan must include a Housing Strategy for the purpose of ensuring that the proper planning and sustainable development of the area of the development plan provides for the housing of the existing and future population of the area.

The Housing Strategy will be informed by, inter alia, Core Strategy of the Development Plan, the Implementation Plan on the State's Response to Homelessness (2014), Social Housing Strategy 2020 and the Council's latest Housing Need Assessment.

As part of the South Dublin Draft County Development Plan 2016 - 2022 the Draft Housing Strategy will be subject to public display from July to September 2015, during which time submissions may be made by any interested person.

Q28/0315
HOMELESSNESS

QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons
Given the announcement by Alan Kelly Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government  that the Target to end homelessness by 2016 I want to ask the Chief Executive for a report how SDCC will ensure this happens and what plans are in place to deal with this growing issue? also how much has the ministers department given to tackle the issue to SDCC and how much has central government provided SDCC to build Housing? 
REPLY:
Homeless Services for Dublin are delivered on a regional basis and are funded through DECLG, HSE and the four Local Authorities. South Dublin County Council’s 2015 Annual Service Plan for Housing Services will provide for

· Provision of Assessment & Placement Service 

· Outreach Worker 

· Contribution towards provision of emergency accommodation – Supported Temporary Accommodation (STA), Temporary Emergency Accommodation (TEA), Long-term Supported Housing (LTSH); Private Emergency Accommodation (B&B / Hotel Accommodation) and Saoirse Women’s Refuge. 

· Contribution towards support services such as Focus Ireland Tallaght, Homeless Advice Unit, Focus Ireland Tenancy Sustainment Service; SLI Visiting Support Service through Dublin Simon, Focus Ireland New Presenters Support Service; Focus Ireland Homeless Action Team, Housing First Intake Team and Housing First Visiting Support Team 

South Dublin County Council operate 2 daily drop-in clinics for those homeless or at risk of homelessness from 10am to 12noon and 2pm to 4pm Monday to Friday and offers the following services: 

1. Advice/Assessment/Prevention options 

2. Bed Placement 

3. Completion of Housing Needs Assessment 

4. Sign up for Social Housing 

5. Sli Service - which aids the establishment and maintenance of a tenancy once signed for over a period of time in accordance of need 

6. Provides an outreach service including prison visits 

7. Weekly clinic in CARP 

In addition the annual Cold Weather Initiative has been in place since 1st November 2014 and it will run until the end of March 2014. It provides an emergency humanitarian response to the needs of persons who may be sleeping rough during cold weather. It provides dedicated additional beds to the existing number of beds available on a nightly basis in the Dublin region.

The Initiative aims to support individuals, who may not access the current range of services including persons who tend not to engage with homeless accommodation providers or day services or persons who may be ineligible in terms of social welfare benefits and find themselves in very vulnerable situations without accommodation.

There are up to 260 additional beds provided during the 5 months of this service on a regional basis.

The Council has a supported temporary accommodation facility in the Tallaght area for people sleeping rough in South Dublin. It caters for 21 individuals at any one time. In an effort to increase the number of beds available for those sleeping rough the Council has recently made 4 x 2 bed apartments available as move on for those in the facility who are considered capable of independent living. It is envisaged that these units will cater for 8 persons to move on and live independently with supports

The Dublin Regional Homeless Executive has introduced a new on-street service, which combines street outreach and Housing First has been in place since October 1st 2014. The service provides two teams:

Intake Team - If a person is sleeping rough and needs accommodation and support or if they are interested in referring to Housing First

Intensive Case Management (ICM) Team – If a person is already a Housing First tenant.
Housing First focuses on providing long-term tenancies for those who have been long-term rough sleeping with the provision of time unlimited wrap around support services to assist them in maintaining their tenancy. This service has been contacted and is now working with the rough sleepers in the County.  In addition discussions are ongoing with Focus Ireland who provide a drop in and advice centre in Tallaght to extend their service to provide additional hot drinks and sandwiches.

The Council expects to get its allocation for capital projects for 2015 from the Department of Environment and Local Government this month. The Council aims to deliver housing through a combination of schemes that include RAS, Leasing, HAP, CAS, Construction Programme and Public Private Partnerships.
Q29/0315
CHILDREN AT PLAY SIGN

QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons
To ask the Chief Executive, following South Dublin County Council's decision to waive its fee for installing “children at play” signage in residential estates within the local authority, can a report be given to how many signs have been put up and give a timetable as when to areas will be done and plans to roll this out throughout SDCC?
REPLY:
It was decided in late 2014 to waive fees for the installation of Children at play signs at the entrances to estates. A list of such locations at the entrances to estates was included in the traffic works programme in 2015 which was presented to each area committee in February and is currently before this meeting of the Council as part of the County wide works programme for 2015. It is a rolling programme which is expected to be completed by the end of the year. Some of the works may be completed sooner. 
Q30/0315
BRIDGE NAMING 

QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons
To ask the Chief Executive to identify possible bridges and locations that could be named after people from the South Dublin County area? To ask for a report on possible roundabouts that could be named after people from South Dublin County Council area and to look at this as being a way to engage Public Consultation?

REPLY:
The Land Use Planning and Transportation SPC at its meeting on 19th February agreed to commence work on drafting a protocol for the naming of infrastructure. As part of this task, a schedule of infrastructure suitable for naming will be prepared.
Q31/0315
TREE REMOVAL

QUESTION: Councillor F. Warfield
To ask the Chief Executive what is the Council's post tree removal policy. Is any later action taken to address unsightly and unsafe tree stumps following a tree removal?

REPLY:
When a tree is felled by the Council, it is not always possible to remove the stump immediately. Stump removal may be delayed for up to 6 months after tree removal. Under these circumstances, a short tree is left in place as a temporary measure. The stump is usually left at around 1m high so that it does not constitute a trip hazard in the intervening period. Tree stump removal is normally undertaken by a dedicated tree stump removal crew during the winter months between November and February, or may be done when there is a sufficient number for their removal to be economically efficient.

Tree stumps for removal are identified and listed as part of the Council's annual Tree Maintenance Programme.  Where a tree is removed and a stump is left behind temporarily, the location is added to the Tree Maintenance Programme for removal of the stump at the earliest opportunity.

H7/0315
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading
H8a)/0315
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES- PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FFORDABLE DWELLINGS 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading
H8b)/315
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES /SITES ACQUISITION BY PURCHASE OF FEE SIMPLE - 12 STONEY PARK, RATHCOOLE, CO. DUBLIN
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development and was CONSIDERED:
The following has applied, in accordance with the provision of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rent) (No 2) Act, to acquire the fee simple in the property
	ADDRESS  
	LESSEE(S)  
	PURCHASE PRICE  

	12 Stoney Park, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin.
	Mary   Crean
	€1.63


It is proposed, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above.

 
Daniel McLoughlin 
Chief Executive
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above.

H9/0315
MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT    -
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive, and was CONSIDERED:
FEBRUARY 2015 MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT TO COUNCIL

UPDATE ON ANNUAL SERVICE DELIVERY PLAN

ECONOMIC, ENTERPRISE AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

	Objective 1: Maintain a supportive business environment with job creation and retention at its heart

	First meeting of Economic SPC held. Nominees agreed for steering and advisory group for LECP working group on economic/business matters established. LEO approvals committee met on 24th February. 

	Objective 2: Work with enterprise support agencies to increase foreign direct investment in South Dublin County

	Marketing Brochure for Grange Castle Business Park substantially complete. Promotional video commissioned and due for completion before end of February. New website being designed.

	Objective 3: Manage the assets of South Dublin County Council in a way that supports economic development

	Comprehensive review of land availability currently underway in the context of the implementation of the Social Housing Strategy. Assessment of future requirements of industrial land bank also underway. 

	Objective 4: Maximise the contribution of arts, libraries, heritage and the Irish language to quality of life and our tourism experience

	Advisory Committee for Red Line Book Festival established.  A meeting with Fáilte Ireland regarding Red Line Book Festival to be held on 24/2/15

SnaG programme signed off on in conjunction with Communications unit and Aras Chronain. Brochure printed and distributed. Programme to be delivered from 2nd-14th March.

Collation of materials in conjunction with the Architects Dept for the Clondalkin Interpretive Centre in progress.

Planning for inaugural music education programmes in Collinstown Music Education Hub commencing March 2015. 

Administration of Instrument Purchase Scheme to complete end march.
Dates confirmed for application and promotion of Individual Artist Bursary Awards ( Closing date 2nd April) and Annette Halpin Memorial Award for Young Musicians 2015 (Closing date 2nd April).

	Objective 5: Put in place a tourism strategy focussed on new product and brand development

	 Meeting of Tourism Steering Group held on 22nd January. Final draft Strategy will be presented to the Group in mid March to be brought to April Council meeting. 

Expressions of Interest invited for operation of proposed retail opportunity located within Clondalkin Round Tower Visitors Centre (closing date 20th March). 



LAND USE, PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION
	Objective 1: Implement an Annual Road Works Programme of maintenance and improvements

	2015 Road/ Footpath Programme has been brought to all Area Committees during February and is on Agenda for March Council Meeting.

Public Lighting Investment and Renewal Strategy will be presented to Councillors in March.  Greenhills Road LED Lighting upgrade now operational.  Longmile Road LED Upgrade will be operational in March

	Objective 2: Maintain a professional planning and development management structure and processes

	County Development Plan – Pre Draft Public Consultation Process completed in February.  Draft Plan currently being Prepared and will issue to Members in Mid May.  

	Objective 3: Promote all modes of transport including walking and cycling to improve the movement of people within and beyond the county

	Works ongoing on cycle facilities at Elmbrook, Ballyowen Roundabout and N4 at Palmerstown.   Contract signed for Tallaght to Templeogue Cycle Scheme – works expected to commence in March. 

	Objective 4 : Invest in Sustainable Communities and Quality of Life Initiatives 

	Village Enhancement Works have commenced in Palmerstown.   Design works and/or Public Consultation Process progressing on all other schemes.  Newcastle will be next Village to start construction.


HOUSING, SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

	Objective 1 : Put in place a three year programme to supply social housing in the context of the Social Housing Strategy 2020 

	Assessment of land bank completed and presented to Area Committee Meetings.  Further meetings with AHB’s held to establish interest in forthcoming CAS funding call. Return submitted to DECLG on proposed targets for RAS, CAS, Leasing and housing land potential. 

Disability Accommodation strategy at final draft for sign off by Committee 4th March

	Objective 2: Take a leadership role in social inclusion and interagency co-operation 

	LCDC have made decision on SICAP funding tender. Successful tenderer to be notified on 2nd March. High Level Goals of Community element of 6 year LECP finalised and draft community statement prepared for consultation process. Revised Educational Bursary with ITT finalised and agreed at Social and Community SPC. Discussions continuing on funding from Irish Sports Council for a Sports Disability Officer jointly with Kildare County Council Local Sports Partnerships.

	Objective 3: Promote health, wellbeing, recreation and activity to improve quality of life

	Steering Group established to help Tallaght attain “Healthy City” status in conjunction with the HSE finalising project details. HANA final results and analysis due end of May. Preparations for SDCC Health and Wellbeing Week in September underway. Programme for Bealtaine Festival being finalised. New Sports Development Programme near finalisation and agreement with DDLETB


	Objective 4: Facilitate community leadership and development through community engagement and empowerment 

	PPN structure in place and linkage groups indentified. Linkage groups met prior to relevant SPC meetings. 5 St. Patricks Day Festivals across the County progressed and supported by Council. Review of Community Grants and proposal for access to scheme agreed at Social and Community SPC. Proposals on Endeavour Award and Community Initiative Scheme presented to Social and Community SPC and agreed and sub groups set up to progress both initiatives.


ENVIRONMENT, WATER AND CLIMATE CHANGE

	Objective 1: Improve the appearance of our county in the interest of economic development 

	Tree Management Strategy presented to the February SPC.  Working Group set up and Public Consultation will now commence.

National Tree Week in South Dublin on Monday, March 2 at 9.30am in St. Paul’s Secondary School, Greenhills.  The draft policy will be live on the Council’s website from March 2nd. 
Review of the Litter Management Plan presented to the February SPC.  New LMP timeframes agreed.  Agreement to seek to establish a Joint SPC Working group from within members of the Housing and Ec Development SPCS to advance drafting of new LMP.   Draft LMP to revert to May SPC to be followed by 6 weeks public consultation.

Tender for new roads sweeping contract (including improved response times) being drafted.  
Derelict Sites Register being maintained.  9 sites on the Register at end Jan with valuations carried out on 5 sites. 37 Inspections carried out between Derelict Sites and Dangerous Places in January

	Objective 2: Incorporate environmental sustainability in all policy-making and implementation programmes 

	Eastern Midlands draft Regional Waste Management Plan 2015 – 2021 consultation completed 30 January 2015 (No further update available at this time).  

Tender for operation of Ballymount Civic Amenity and Recycling Amenity is under way, published on 19 January 2015.  Closing date for receipt of tenders is Monday March 2nd. 

Approval awaited from the OPW in respect of the Draft Design Brief for the River Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme.

Tender documents for the appointment of consultant for the detailed design of the Ballycullen Flood Alleviation Scheme being prepared.

Draft Water Services Strategic Plan (25Years) together with the SEA Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) are published on our website at http://www.water.ie/about-us/project-and-plans/future-plans/  submissions by 17th April 2015.

Invitation to public consultation day incl Members for the OPW Draft Flood Maps for the River Liffey from Lucan to Chapelizod and the River Griffeen Wed 4th March Lucan Library www.eastcframstudy.ie.    

Ryan Hanley appointed by IW to carry out detailed design for the Saggart to Leixlip Strategic Water main Link. 



	Objective 3: Manage our regulatory, licensing and enforcement roles together with the Environmental Protection Agency 

	Continued active enforcement of the provisions of all environmental legislation and regulations with continued legal proceedings. Scheduled Inspections and Audits/Reviews being routinely undertaken on the permitted facilities. 

EPA website updated in line with permits/Certificates of Registration. Control of Animals legislation being actively enforced with regular inspections of horse pound and dog pound, ongoing monitoring of contractual performance and recoupment of monies.

	Objective 4: Maintain and improve our parks and recreation areas to enhance our quality of life 

	Continuation of implementation of Playspace programme with 6 play spaces substantially completed and 1 site ready for construction subject to local agreement. There are 14 proposed sites on the 2015 Playground Construction Programme.  Consultations have been commenced on 8 of these sites and we are currently attempting to make contacts with residents in other areas to begin this process.

Review and audit of pitches, pavilions, and facilities in Parks has commenced.

Review of allotments and Community Gardens Strategy has commenced.


ORGANISATIONAL CAPACITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

	Objective 1: Support local democracy including the policy making and representation role of our Elected Members 

	Commemorations Committee: Local co-ordinator appointed for South Dublin County Council. Public Consultation Plan and web portal to be launched at the end of March 2015

Mayor’s Youth Conference to take place on the 4th March in RUA RED

Review of Standing Orders ongoing with meeting of Group Leaders held 

Review of Membersreps system initiated

	Objective 2: Provide robust financial management, risk management, audit and corporate governance systems

	Strategic Audit Plan 2015-2017 and Annual Audit Plan approved by Audit Committee on 24th February

Participation in Local Government Strategic Procurement Centre working group on Role of Procurement Unit. 1 new regional contract awarded

Receipt of Ethics Declarations by all relevant staff and all Councillors required by February 28th 

2015 Commercial Rate was made on 27th January 2015 and 2015 bills totalling €122.9M were issued for payment in 2 moieties.  The first moiety is payable with immediate effective and the second moiety becomes payable on 1st July 2015. 

	Objective 3: Exploit advances in information and communications technology (ICT) to become more efficient and to improve services for local people

	The design of a Knowledge Management System for the organisation has begun and the Engineering Continuous Professional Development (CPD) staff members are participating in the initial pilot.

Systems hardware readiness in respect of the requirements of the Council’s financial management system (Agresso) upgrade is underway and on target for delivery prior to April 2015.

The Dublinked project of which the Council is a part has recruited its new project manager and a technical officer is currently under recruitment.  Dublinked’s mission is to encourage the next generation of jobs and companies in the area of urban solutions, by enabling data-driven innovation and promoting Dublin as a world-leader in developing and trialling new urban solutions.

The upgrade of the Council’s Connect Me service, its Development Plan Maps, and its Planning Application Maps has been completed and is now live via the Council’s website.

The Council continues to progress the piloting of the new national Library Management System.  A data extraction has occurred and training is scheduled to take place.

A website in respect of the Council’s 1916 commemoration has begun development.

	Objective 4: Develop and maintain appropriate communication channels that enable proactive citizen engagement 

	Preparation of Annual Service Delivery Plan underway in visual format for circulation to all households in the County

External Communications Plan in preparation for presenting to April Council Meeting

Review of Customer Care Plan initiated 

Seachtain na Gaeilge Ātha Cliath Theas – Programme of Events to be launched on the 3rd March at 11.30 am in County Library

	Objective 5: Support staff and organisational development and performance through the implementation of best practice in Human Resource Management

	Health & Safety Policy updated and signed by the Chief Executive

126 Gateway participants in place and received Training for working in the Housing, Roads and Environment Departments. Further recruitment to reach our 215 allocation is ongoing.

Appointments under Workforce Planning for indoor staff underway. Preparation of Workforce Plan for Outdoor Staff ongoing.

Roll-out of PMDS across the organisation and development of Training Plan 2015 




Billing and Collection Statement

[image: image1.emf] Income Sources 2015 

 Billed Arrears 

@ 31 Dec 2014 

 Adopted 

Budget 2015 

 Billed to 

27th Feb 2015 

 Rec'ts/Credits 

to 27th Feb 

2015 

 GL Arrears               

@ 27th Feb 

2015 

 % of Budget 

Income 

Achieved 

Via Billing Systems

Commercial Rates  €30,288,010 €123,006,600 €123,063,923 €11,940,890 €141,411,044 100%

Entry Year Property Levy (PEL) €227,065 €119,000 €11,243 €19,097 €219,211 9%

Housing Rents at 23.01.2015 €7,386,299 €19,340,000 €2,620,188 €2,707,521 €7,298,967 14%

Via Cash Systems

NPPR Charge n/a €300,000 n/a €239,733 €0 80%

Planning Fees n/a €580,000 n/a €104,324 €0 18%

Fire Certificates n/a €140,000 n/a €80,476 €0 57%

Parking Fees n/a €600,000 n/a €63,548 €0 11%

€37,901,375 €144,085,600 €142,383,057 €149,683,658 €47,514,844

Irish Water excl €680k advance pmt €8,374,315 €8,941,200 €775,841 €0 €9,150,156 9%


[image: image2.emf]Category

Numbers Amounts % of Accounts

Year Bal O/S Year Bal O/S

Accounts not in Arrears

4,329           -€1,027,664

41% 2015 €113,411,577 80% 2015 €11,243 57%

0-12 weeks 2,695            

€520,365

25% 2014 €15,209,610 11% 2014 €66,890 20%

13-18 weeks 587                

€401,999

5% 2013 €5,911,523 4% 2013 €77,326 11%

19-24 weeks 425                

€417,559

4% 2012 €3,154,271 2% 2012 €0 6%

25-52 weeks 1,158            

€1,944,825

11% 2011 €1,964,091 1% 2011 €50,074 3%

1 - 2 years 704                

€2,272,828

7% 2010 €1,058,329 1% 2010 €2,280 1%

Greater then 2 years 780                 €2,557,171 7% Pre 2010 €701,643 0% Pre 2010 €11,396 1%

Totals 10,678         7,087,083   

100% €141,411,044 100% €219,210 100%

Average Rent 41.92

 Rents Aged Debt   Rates Aged Debt   PEL Aged Debt 


Use of overdraft facility

Approved overdraft facility = €13,000,000

No of days in Overdraft from 1st January to 27th February = 0

Draft Revenue Account Outturn 2014

[image: image3.emf] Actual 

2014 

 Revised 

Budget 

2014 

 % 

Spent 

2014 

 Actual 

2014 

 Revised 

Budget 

2014 

 % 

Rec'd

2014 

A - Housing and Building €55,423,067 €57,521,458

96%

€50,212,887 €52,135,213

96%

B - Road Transport & Safety €27,515,475 €27,108,301

102%

€6,291,935 €5,881,469

107%

C - Water Services €11,853,914 €11,751,089

101%

€9,837,026 €9,767,158

101%

D - Development Management €14,890,727 €14,979,411

99%

€3,471,123 €3,003,877

116%

E - Environmental Services €41,352,265 €41,957,128

99%

€9,104,539 €8,960,992

102%

F - Recreation and Amenity €33,145,717 €32,984,729

100%

€4,737,404 €4,429,113

107%

G - Agriculture, Education, Health & Welfare €3,599,949 €3,837,656

94%

€2,143,789 €2,390,570

90%

H - Miscellaneous Services €27,102,125 €26,770,127

101%

€3,652,604 €3,573,607

102%

LG - Local Government Fund / General Purpose Grant €0 €0

0%

€923,906 €923,900

100%

PL - Pension Levy €0 €0

0%

€2,932,356 €2,900,000

101%

RA - Rates €0 €0

0%

€122,879,937 €122,944,000

100%

Grand Totals €214,883,239 €216,909,901

99%

€216,187,506 €216,909,900

100%

Net Surplus 2014 €1,304,267

 EXPENDITURE   INCOME 


Draft Capital Account Outturn 2014

[image: image4.emf] Balance at

01/01/2014 

 Expenditure 

 Total

Income 

 Net Transfers 

 Balance at

31/12/2014 

1 - Housing and building €10,191,000 €11,963,482 €19,201,806 €4,415,972 €20,412,665

2 - Road Transportation and safety -€26,550,099 €7,086,920 €5,026,947 €7,214,256 -€21,395,816

3 - Watersupply and sewerage €14,979,324 €1,434,284 -€1,093,696 -€2,114,717 €10,336,627

4 - Development incentives and controls €71,662,150 €9,612,612 €34,954,341 -€619,405 €96,384,474

5 - Environmental Protection -€5,943,148 €952,044 €17,582,115 €6,070,443 €16,757,366

6 - Recreation and amenity -€16,222,924 €1,573,892 €272,350 €4,626,571 -€12,897,894

8 - Miscellaneous services -€6,861,680 €1,306,018 €241,059 €1,949,506 -€5,977,133

Grand Totals €41,254,624 €33,929,251 €76,184,922 €21,542,627 €103,620,289


SUPPORTING PERFORMANCE  STATS 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Mc Mahon, L. O’Toole, C. Brophy, P. Donovan and J. Lahart.
The Chief Executive Mr. D. McLoughlin and Directors of Service Ms T. Walsh and Mr. E. Taaffe responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED.
H10)/0315
AUDIT COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 2014   
This item was DEFERRED to the April meeting of the Council.
H11a)/0315    ROADWORKS PROGRAMME      
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
Roadworks Programme
The report was NOTED.

  H11b)/0315   
TRAFFIC SECTION WORKS PROGRAMME 
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED: 
Traffic Section Works Programme 2015
The report was NOTED.

H12/0315
NEW BUILD COUNCIL HOUSING PROGRAMME  
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. P. de Roe, Senior Architect, and was CONSIDERED:
 “Housing strategy for the coming years is set out in the Governments “Social Housing Strategy 2020 – Support, Supply and Reform” published late November 2014.  The Programme envisages both new-build housing and a flexible range of supports to the private rental sector and the social housing sector.  Nationally the Programme aspires to the construction of 35,000 new houses to address social housing need.

A detailed study of infill sites owned by South Dublin County Council was carried out in late 2014.  These sites were reviewed under criteria of –

· Size

· Accessibility

· Utility constraints and buried pipework

· Flooding history

· Impact on adjoining community

· Overall suitability

Sketch designs were prepared to estimate yield and a series of informal briefings held with each Area Committee. Following these meetings a list of sites suitable for Part 8 Display and Consultation has been drawn up and will be rolled out in line with the schedule below.  Some of the sites discussed are affected by other planning processes e.g. review of SDZ at Clonburris,  larger procurement issues or clarification of site ownership details.  These larger schemes will  be pursued in parallel to the Part 8 Programme.

The roll-out of the infill new-build housing will utilise the Council’s Architects Department to design the schemes and ensure consistency of materials, building language and house types.  As schemes are approved to proceed to tender by the DECLG, consultant design teams will be appointed to develop tenders and manage construction on site.  This will add considerably to technical resources available and enable fast-tracking of the programme overall.  Consultant fees will be paid by DECLG.  The appointment of design teams will in the first instance be from existing Frameworks, subsequently taken from a shared Framework with Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and/or a new Framework to be developed by South Dublin County Council (works under €5.0 million) and latterly using a Framework in development by the Office of Government Procurement for late 2015.

The stages of the projects are as follows –

· Part 8 Consultation (8 weeks)

· Part 8 to Council Meeting for approval (2-3 weeks)

· Cost-plan prepared and project submitted to DECLG for approval (2-3 weeks)

· DECLG approval to proceed to tender

· Development of Tender package by Consultant Design Team (12-16 weeks)

· Tenders evaluated and submitted to DECLG for approval (4 weeks)

· DECLG approval to contract

· Contractor on site and construction period (12 moths +)

Three projects are already tendered and in process of approval to go on site –

	· Suncroft Tallaght
	10 dwellings

	· St. Finians, Lucan
	  2 dwellings

	· Belgard Road Tallaght
	  2 dwellings

	
	15

	Three projects are already Part 8 approved, costed and awaiting sanction to proceed to tender by DOELG -

	· St. Marks Green
	11 dwellings

	· Mayfield
	18 dwellings

	· Mac Uilliam
	28 dwellings

	
	57 


The roll-out of Part 8 display at consultation over the coming months will be as follows:

	Month
	Address
	Approx. number of houses



	March
	Dromcarra Drive, Tallaght
	20

	April
	Letts Field, Neilstown
	25

	May
	Balyboden
	35

	June
	Balgaddy ‘F’ Lucan
	50

	July
	St. Marks Avenue, Rowlagh
	39

	August
	Kilinarden Tallaght
	24

	September
	Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham
	40

	October
	Fernwood, Tallaght
	22

	November
	Fonthill Road Link Road, Neilstown
	50

	December 

January  2016              
	St. Aidans, Brookfield

Maplewood Tallaght 

                                            
	               50   

 18




The numbers of homes above are indicative and may vary slightly as schemes are designed and consulted in detail. An overall working target of 647 dwellings , including larger schemes mentioned earlier and not listed will be pursued as the Councils immediate target

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, E. Ó Broin, C. King, J. Lahart, C. O’Connor, W. Lavelle, C. Brophy, M. Duff, P. Kearns, D. Looney, P. Foley, P. Gogarty, B. Bonner and K. Mahon.
Mr. de Roe, Senior Architect, responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(H13)
   PRESENTATION ON THE PUBLIC LIGHTING STRATEGY

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms C. Lambert, Senior Executive Engineer, and was CONSIDERED:
Presentation 


A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Duff, P. Gogarty, C. Brophy, E. Ó Broin, D. Looney, C. King, C. O’Connor, W. Lavelle, P. Foley, D. O’Donovan, J. Lahart and G. O’Connell.

Ms Lambert, Senior Executive Engineer, and Ms G. Mowlds, Executive Engineer responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

  (H14)
PUBLIC REALM WORKS PROGRAMME   

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Environment, Water & Climate Change and was CONSIDERED:
Public Realm Works Programme 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Genockey, B. Ferron, W. Lavelle, E. Ó Broin, C. Brophy, D. Looney, M. Murphy, C. O’Connor, E. Higgins, F. Timmons, P. Gogarty, V. Casserly, J. Lahart, G. O’Connell, L. O’Toole, D. O’Donovan, D. Richardson, C. King and P. Kearns. 
Ms. T. Walsh, Director of Services, responded to the Members comments and committed to organising a visit by the Members to view some completed playgrounds, and also to providing the report on a local electoral area basis in future.
The report was NOTED.

CORRESPONDENCE   
Co1/0315
Letter ,dated 11/02/15, from Wicklow Co. Council in relation to their motion passed regarding Firearms Licensing.
Co2/0315
Letter, dated 13/02/15, from Limerick City & County Council in relation to their motion passed regarding Classification of Off the Road Vehicles
Co3/0315
Letter, dated 13/02/15, from Limerick City & County Council in relation to their motion passed regarding Movement of Sex Offenders from Northern Ireland
 Co4/0315
Email, dated 20/02/15, from Fingal County Council in relation to their motion passed regarding Local Property Tax Revaluation.
Co5/0315
Letter, dated 23/02/15, from Minister of State at the Dept. of Justice & Equality in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding Transgender Rights (M1/0215)
 Co6/0315
Letter, dated 24/02/15, from Offaly Co. Council in relation to their motion passed Condemning Targeting President of Ireland for any Protests or Demonstrations

Co7a)/0315
 Letter, dated 25/02/15, from Donegal Co. Council in relation to their motion passed regarding a Rural Affairs Committee;

Co7b)/0315  
Letter, dated 25/02/15, from Donegal Co. Council in relation to their motion passed regarding Crisis in A&E Departments.

The above items of correspondence were NOTED.

SM/0315
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order No. 74 the Mayor, Councillor F. Warfield proposed, and the members unanimously agreed, to suspend standing orders in order to deal with a suspensory motion proposed without notice as follows:

The following Suspensory Motion in the names of Councillors W. Lavelle, F. Warfield, M. Devine, C. O’Connor, R. McMahon, D. Richardson, C. King, D. O’Brien, L. O’Toole, M. Genockey, E. Ó Broin, A-M. Dermody, K. Egan, P. Donovan, J. Lahart, D. Looney, L. Dunne, T. Gilligan, P. Foley, P. Gogarty, F. Timmons, B. Leech, B. Bonner, S. Holland, B. Ferron, C. Brophy, G. O’Connell, M. Duff, K. Mahon, D. O’Donovan, E. Higgins  was  proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and MOVED without debate:
“That South Dublin County Council calls on the HSE and the Chief Executives of the four Dublin local authorities:

To immediately suspend plans and lift the threat to transfer responsibility for the receipt of calls and dispatch of the Dublin Fire Brigade (DFB) ambulance service to the National Ambulance Service (NAS) Emergency Operations Centre;

To await the completion of both the HSE/DCC review of the DFB emergency ambulance service and the separate HSE NAS Capacity Review;  and to enter an open and inclusive dialogue with DFB staff before considering any future changes to the current systems of control and operation of ambulance services in Dublin.”
Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive responded to the Members, informing them that a report had been had been received that day confirming agreement between Management and Unions on a framework for the progression of discussions 

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION  
The Mayor proposed and the Members agreed to take the following motions out of sequence:

M14/0315
SCHOOLS
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and AGREED without debate:
“That the County Development Plan reflects the requirement of primary and post-primary education provision catering for a pluralist county” 
REPORT:
Following the pre-draft public consultation Process the Draft Plan is now being prepared. The plan will contain detailed proposals for the use of land in connection with Educational requirements on foot of consultation and communication with the Department of Education and Skills.  The ethos or otherwise of school facilities within the County is a matter for the Department of Education and Skills.  

M15/0315
FAMPYRA
It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and AGREED without debate:
“For people living with Multiple Sclerosis, in regard to the medication Fampyra early in 2013, notification was given by the HSE that the drug would not be reimbursed. While this life changing Medication is fully available, any patients wishing to receive treatment will be required to either make alternative funding arrangements or to self-fund their treatment.  This Council supports the introduction of availability of this Medication to all in need regardless of ability to pay, and calls on the Minister for Health, the Government and the HSE to reverse this decision.”
REPORT:
If the motion is passed a letter will issue to the Minister for Health, the Taoiseach and the HSE conveying the terms of the motion and, upon receipt, a copy of their replies will be circulated to the Members
M/03151
MAYORS BUSINESS – LONE PARENTS ALLOWANCE
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. Dunne:

“This Council calls on the Tanaiste & Minister for Social Protection to abandon the plan to phase out Lone parents payments once children reach seven years of age. Some 11,000 lone parent families have already been affected by these gradual reductions. Further reductions will impact on 30,200 Lone parent families in July this year, pushing families further into poverty.”

REPORT:
If the motion is passed a letter will issue to the Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection Ms Joan Burton conveying the terms of the motion and, upon receipt, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members. 
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Warfield, L. Dunne, B. Ferron, M. Duff, P. Gogarty, N. Coules, S. Holland, P. Gogarty, F. Timmons, G. O’Connell, E. Ó Broin, K. Mahon, D. Richardson, M. Genockey, P. Kearns and C. King. 

During the course of this debate the Mayor suspended Standing Orders to allow completion of the debate.

A vote was taken by a show of hands and the result was as follows:

FOR:
19 (Nineteen)
AGAINST:
  6 (Six)
ABSTAIN:
  3 (Three)
The motion was CARRIED.

 MOTIONS NOT REACHED:
 (M2)
GARDA RESOURCES 

Councillor C. O'Connor

That this council calls on the Minister for Justice to assign additional resources, personnel and vehicles to all Garda Stations in the South Dublin County Council Area to allow for ongoing effective action to be taken in respect of serious crime which has been reported throughout the area in recent times.
(M3)
CIVIC PRIDE WEEK 

Councillor B. Leech

That the South Dublin County Council should initiate a civic pride week event that could be turned into a festive occasion and be held annually in spring. This event would include sports, community gardening, street clean-ups and musical activities.

(M4)
LOCAL PROPERTY TAX

Councillor C. Brophy

That this council calls on the Minster for Finance to postpone the scheduled review of residential property valuations under the LPT in 2016.

To freeze all current valuations till 2020. Allowing house prices to stabilize particularly in the Dublin area.

To increase the power of local councils to raise or lower the LPT by allowing for a 30% adjustment instead of the current 15%, in the lifetime of a council.
(M5)
IRIGHTS 

Councillor P. Donovan
That this council calls on the government to endorse and Launch the safer internet campaign iRights in Ireland.

Irights proposes 5 core protective online principals which have been drawn up based on translating the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child. 

Principal 1 is the “right to remove” – By adopting iRights in Ireland, when a young person reaches the age of 18, they will have access to easily delete any content that they themselves have created when they were perhaps too immature to know better (80% of all employers check online sites for details on job candidates)
Principal 2 is the “right to know” – By adopting this principal, it means that information about how our data may be used is designed into the technology we use daily and explained to children clearly rather than hidden in endless pages of obscure terms & conditions (eg. We should be informed when Celebrities are being paid to endorse a product online)

Principal 3 is the right to “make informed and conscious choices” – Our children should understand that what happens online isn’t just down to their free will but is being manipulated through clever game design intent on making playing it addictive

Principal 4 is the “right to Safety & Support online” - That Our education policy values and supports access to internet safety for both Children and Parents

Principal 5 is the “right to digital literacy” – If our young people are to flourish in the future, they need to be able not just to use the internet and technology but also to understand how it all works.  That means learning to code, application development and cloud computing.  By endorsing iRights, our future technology learning strategy for our children will be developed.

Irights was developed in the UK and launched in December under the #weprotect Conference hosted by PM David Cameron in response to the need to address the rights of Children in the Online world.   

By embracing irights in Ireland, all citizens could sign up to demand the rights of Irish children in our online world.
(M6)
COMMERCIAL RATES
Councillor W. Lavelle
That this Council proposes to the Minister for Environment, Communities & Local Government that a review be carried-out of the legislation governing commercial rates, to afford local authorities more flexibility in devising locally-appropriate rate regimes, including to:

- Firstly, adopt a more progressive system of commercial rates with a both a general low level of ARV and a higher level applying to that part of a property valuation in excess of a certain amount; thereby allowing local authorities to target rates reductions for small and medium businesses;

- Secondly, identify a limited number of priority ‘Main Street’ commercial areas where a special, time-limited lower level of commercial rates could be applied to incentivise retailing and commerce and regenerate such areas in tandem with an approved plan.
(M7)

GRAFFITTI
Councillor B. Bonner
In the light of the ever-worsening graffiti problem in our county and nationwide, this council calls on the government to enact legislation which would restrict the sale of aerosol spray-paint cans to people over twenty one years of age.

(M8)
ENERGY 

Councillor D. O'Donovan
That this Council calls on the Energy Regulator to review the taxes and levies set by them with a view to reducing the crippling energy costs for consumers in this County.  Irish consumers have the fourth most expensive electricity in the EU and this is utterly unacceptable. 
(M9)
BIN WAVERS
Councillor C. King
That this Council calls on the Minister to introduce the promised National Bin Charges Waiver Scheme as identified in the programme for Government without delay with a view to providing some relief to those Citizens the proposed scheme was purported to assist.

(M10)
CHILDCARE 

Councillor L. Dunne
Considering that Ireland has one of the highest childcare costs in the OECD, this council calls on the Tánaiste Joan Burton to fulfill her commitment to deliver an affordable & accessible Scandinavian Model of Childcare, which will encourage and enable women to participate in education or return to the labour market.  
(M11)

TAXATION
Councillor G. O'Connell
This Council, concerned at the manner in which new charges, levies and taxes have been introduced in recent years, many of them by stealth and in addition to and on top of, already unfair charges, levies and taxes which have the cumulative effect of significantly undermining the quality of life of the average family, calls on An Taoiseach, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, if they are sincere in their declared policy of broadening the Tax Base, to reverse the current policy of punitive tax expansion under the guise of broadening the Tax Base, and initiate a root and branch overhaul of the Irish Taxation System that eliminates double taxation in all its forms and introduce instead an integrated system of Local and National Taxation that will be fair, equitable and sustainable and that is capable of providing realistic funding for Local Government based on the services and facilities best delivered at local level, that promotes solidarity at National level, that is linked, as all taxes should be, on ability to pay, that is progressive and transparent.   That the Chief Executive Officer write to An Taoiseach and Ministers concerned informing them of the decision of this Council and that the other County Council be forwarded a copy.
(M12)
HUMAN RIGHTS 

Councillor G. Kenny
That this elected body calls on all corporate entities in this county to adhere to their responsibility in upholding human rights and international law in their corporate governance. Furthermore if this motion is passed by the elected members where international law is seemed to be non adhered to we the elected body shall ask for clarification regarding ethical guidelines and corporate responsibility.

(M13)
JOBS ACTIVATION SCHEMES

Councillor N. Coules

 That this council condemns the use of Gateway, Job Bridge, and other similar government "job activation" schemes as they endanger council jobs. 
(M16)
DUBLIN BUS

Councillor L. O'Toole
Following my motion Reference 41531 (That this Council liaise with Dublin Bus to report on  measures / plans are being made in relation to the provision of a bus route along the Outer Ring Road which would connect Lucan (village) to Tallaght (village) via Clondalkin (village) and vice versa, making full use of this infrastructure.) That this council requests an update from the CEO and also asks that Dublin Bus are invited to discuss this proposal with the council.
(M17)
VAT
Councillor W. Lavelle

That this Council calls for a reduction in the VAT rate on NEW residential construction from 13.5% to 9% to reduce house prices and stimulate residential construction
   
(M18)

VUNERABLE PATIENTS 

Councillor N. Coules
That this Council writes to the Minister for Health seeking clarification as to why the H.S.E. is downgrading the ratio mix for the care of vulnerable patients from a 50:50 to a 40:60 basis. That we reiterate the questions posed by the INMO in this matter. On what evidence is a skill mix of 40:60 based on?

1 What autonomy / authority does the person in charge (Director of Nursing) have in relation to staffing levels and skill mix?

2 Why are the HSE proceeding with this overtly cost cutting exercise in one of the most vulnerable patient groups in the health service? 

3 What risk assessment was carried out in all areas prior to this instruction to cut staff in such numbers? 

(M19)

DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Councillor J. Lahart
That the County Development Plan mandates the Council to strike a retail balance in our villages and retail centres

Metting  Ended  7.15 PM

SIGNED:_____________________


DATE:____________________


Mayor 
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