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Beechdale Avenue Traffic Survey
The Council met a deputation of Beechdale residents and others in relation to the possible closure of the junction of Beechdale Avenue and Oakdale Park. The Deputation highlighted a number of issues in relation to safety of children on the road and boundary treatment of the green area highlighting their concerns in relation to speeding and traffic volumes. The residents presented a petition. 
At the deputations meeting following some discussion it was agreed to prepare a report to the area committee.
The roads department have re-examined the matter in the light of the commitment to provide a report to the committee and commissioned a traffic volume and sped count on the subject road which is attached herewith. 
An automatic counter was put in place on Beechdale Ave between Feb 6th and Feb 12th. The ATC collected both count and speed for the 7 day period.

 The location has a 50kph speed limit.

The data can be summarised as follows
	Location
	Direction
	Start
	Finish
	Total Veh
	5day Ave
	7 day Ave
	No >50kph
	Mean Speed
	85th%ile Speed



	Beechdale Ave                 
	Westbound
	6/2/15     
	12/2/15          
	3978
	600
	568
	6
	33.1
	38.9

	Beechdale Ave                 
	Eastbound
	 6/2/15      
	12/2/15          
	3970
	599
	567
	3
	32.6
	38.5

	
	Combined
	
	
	7948
	1199
	1135
	9
	32.9
	38.5


It should be noted the speed limit was exceed by 9 vehicles being 0.1% of the total vehicles.

During the survey period no vehicle was observed to be above 55kph i.e. exceeding the limit by 5kph or greater.

We have examined the residents report in detail and while the report highlights a number of concerns that residents have in relation to safety of children which can be addressed in a different manner than closure of the access from Oakdale Park.
Beechdale estate was constructed in such a way as to be traffic calmed and the roads were made narrower from day one in order to limit the speed of traffic and identify the area as a residential area service local as well as extraneous traffic to reach community and chopping facilities. 
This has resulted in narrow roads and tighter bends so that speeding would be reduced.  
In addition a number of traffic calming ramps were installed by the developers as part of the housing scheme. These were subsequently added to by the developer of the ALDI supermarket, the development of which is accordance with the County Development plan. 
This has made the road network in the area more friendly for vulnerable road users. 
The residents in their submission make reference to the fact of increased traffic volumes through the estate well in excess of the forecasted volumes for 2028.  Forecast such as these are a snapshot in time and indicate the likely outcome in a specific period of time. I would be surprised if this was not the case as it is normal for traffic to seek out alternative routes to improve progress. The roads have been designed to take the volume of traffic within the estate as well as the attracted traffic to other routes at a reduced speed. This is evidenced by the survey carried out by the Council.
The network was not solely designed for the benefit of Beechdale Avenue residents and other local and remote drivers are entitled to and expect to use same.
In addition any restriction to vehicular traffic here will have a detrimental effect on traffic in Daletree which is also accessed off Beechdale Road and Parklands Road. This will also result in an increase of traffic on Ferncourt and Old Court. It could also have a detrimental effect on emergency traffic.

In addition it is not fair to expect that one residential community should benefit at the expense of others.
It should be noted that in the survey alluded to above and the attached reports the speed limit was exceeded by 9 vehicles being 0.1% of the total vehicles.
During the survey period no vehicle was observed to be above 55kph i.e. exceeding the limit by 5kph or greater.

The matter of the fencing of the green area has been agreed to be examined by our Parks Department.

In the circumstances therefore the closure of Beechdale Avenue to vehicular traffic is not recommended.
