COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 9th February 2015
PRESENT

	Councillors
	
	Councillors

	Bonner, B.
	
	Kearns, P.
	

	Brophy, C.
	
	Kenny, G.

	Cassserly, V.
	
	King, C.

	Coules, N.
	
	Lahart, J.

	Dermody, A-M.
	
	Lavelle, W.

	Devine, M.
	
	Leech, B.

	Donovan, P. 
	
	Looney, D.

	Duff, M.
	
	McMahon, R.

	Duffy, F.
	
	Nolan, R.

	Dunne, L.
	
	O’Brien, D.

	Egan, K.
	
	O’Brien, E.

	Ferron, B.
	
	Ó Broin, E.

	Foley, P.
	
	O’Connell, G.

	Genockey, M.
	
	O’Connor, C.

	Gilligan, T.
	
	O’Donovan, D.

	Gogarty, P.
	
	O’Toole, L.

	Graham, J.
	
	Richardson, D.

	Higgins, E. 
	
	Timmons, F.

	Holland, S.
	
	Warfield, F.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Chief Executive
	D. McLoughlin

	Directors / Heads of Function
	C. Henehan, L. Maxwell, F. Nevin, T. Walsh, E. Taaffe

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy, Y. Dervan, H. Hogan, L. Leonard

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, E. Leech, C. Ward

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	R. Herron, C. Bolger, E. Luda


At the outset of the meeting the Mayor Councillor F. Warfield welcomed everybody to the meeting including the members of the public in the public gallery, including those from the Transgender Equality Network Ireland (TENI). 
H1/0215

CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 12th January 2015 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor Councillor F. Warfield then proposed and the Members AGREED to vary the sequence of items on the agenda in order to take following motions out of sequence:
M4/0215
IHRE
The following motion in the name of Councillor G. Kenny was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:  
“That this elected body calls on all corporate entities in this county to adhere to their responsibility in upholding human rights and international law in their corporate governance. Furthermore if this motion is passed by the elected members where international law is seemed to be non adhered to we the elected body shall ask for clarification regarding ethical guidelines and corporate responsibility.”
M10/0215
GATEWAY
The following motion in the name of Councillor N. Coules was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:
“That this council condemns the use of Gateway, Job Bridge, and other similar government "job activation" schemes as they endanger council jobs.”
M15/0215
HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS ON BUSHES

The following motion in the name of Councillor R. Nolan was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:

“That this Council puts in a height restriction on trees and bushes exceeding twelve feet for two reasons. Firstly they can restrict light and sunshine to neighbours’ homes thus restricting people’s enjoyment of their homes. Secondly on health and safety grounds were there is a boundary wall or not they can fall during stormy weather.”
M20/0215
VULNERABLE PATIENTS 

The following motion in the name of Councillor N. Coules was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:  
“That this Council writes to the Minister for Health seeking clarification as to why the H.S.E. is downgrading the ratio mix for the care of vulnerable patients from a 50:50 to a 40:60 basis. That we reiterate the questions posed by the INMO in this matter. On what evidence is a skill mix of 40:60 based on?

 1. What autonomy / authority does the person in charge (Director of Nursing) have in relation to staffing levels and skill mix?

 2. Why are the HSE proceeding with this overtly cost cutting exercise in one of the most vulnerable patient groups in the health service?”
Councillors N. Coules, G. Kenny and R. Nolan then withdrew from the chamber.
H2/0215a)  
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM  / TEMPLEOGUE - TERENURE AREA COMMITTEE - 13th JANUARY 2015  - DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY, PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading

 H2b)/0215
 REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 21st JANUARY 2015 - DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY, PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION (1 REPORT - NAMING OF NEWLANDS FLYOVER), ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented by Ms. Laura Leonard, Senior Executive Officer:

NAMING OF THE NEWLANDS CROSS FLYOVER
“A motion on the December meeting of the Clondalkin Area Committee prompted a discussion on a process that would invite public participation in the naming of the new bridge over Newlands Cross. The bridge was officially opened to traffic on Tuesday 18th November 2014 although the overall scheme is not yet concluded. The matter of naming the bridge is the responsibility of the Council should the Council wish to exercise it.

Dublin City Council invited suggestions from the public by way of advertisement in respect of the naming of the Rosie Hackett Bridge. The process included the following steps:

December 2012 – Dublin City Council approved the setting up of a Commemorative Naming Committee to consider naming proposals.

March – May 2013 – Dublin City Council sought suggestions from the public for names for its new bridge. Over 18,000 people make submissions in one form or another. 85 names are proposed and 17 shortlisted by the Commemorative Naming Committee. 

The Commemorative Naming Committee refines the shortlist to five names. These are Rosie Hackett, Kay Mills, Willie Birmingham, Bram Stoker and Frank Duff

September 2nd 2013 Dublin City Council votes to name the new bridge in honour of Rosie Hackett. 

20th May 2014 The Rosie Hackett Bridge is officially named by Dublin’s Lord Mayor Oisín Quinn

21st May 2014 the Rosie Hackett Bridge opens to public transport, cyclists and pedestrians

The suggestions included names of people from the worlds of politics, sport, science and literature as well as named significant historical events. A comment at the time stated “This process has assisted in bringing to public attention people and events that have made a unique and outstanding contribution to the life and history of Dublin”.

The final shortlist of five names was: 

· Willie Birmingham 

· Frank Duff 

· Rosie Hackett 

· Kay Mills 

· Bram Stoker 

For information and interest additional suggestions included: 

· Abbey Theatre Bridge 

· Connolly, James 

· Gregory, Lady 

· Gregory, Tony 

· Plunkett, James 

· Sigerson, George 

· Swift, Jonathan 

· The Patriots Bridge 

· The Returned Home 

· Walton, Ernest 

· Wilde, Oscar 

· Yeats, W.B.   

During contributions from Councillors B. Bonner, E. Ó’Broin, G Kenny, E. Higgins, & J. Graham, the suggestion of including the naming of the Monastery Road bridge in any process was discussed and agreed. Ms. Laura Leonard, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and it was RECOMMENDED that the matter be brought before the full Council for a decision on the initiation of a process which would invite suggestions from the public on the naming of both bridges, it was requested in addition that information regarding the cost of the public engagement process be provided as part of the Report of Committee to the full Council.”

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Ó Broin as chairperson of the Clondalkin Area Committee.

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED: 

“That this matter be referred to the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee”.  

H2c)/0215
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE - 26th JANUARY 2015 - - DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY, PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading
H2d)/0215
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 27th JANUARY 2015 - DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY, PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3a)/0215
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management and was CONSIDERED:
“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd January 2015:

Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates March - April 2015
	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT 
OF BUSINESS

	  Mon.
	02/03
	Corporate Policy Group 
	3.00 pm - 4.30 pm
	

	Tue.
	03/03
	
	
	

	Wed.
	04/03
	
	
	

	Thur.
	05/03
	
	
	

	Fri.
	06/03
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	09/03
	County Council Meeting
	3.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	23/02/15

	Tue.
	10/03
	Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm

	25/02/15

	Wed.
	11/03
	
	
	

	Thur.
	12/03
	
	
	

	Fri.
	13/03
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 04/03/15



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	16/03
	
	
	

	Tue.
	17/03
	St. Patrick’s Day
	
	

	Wed.
	18/03
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management (Venue: Clondalkin Civic Offices)
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm


	05/03/15

	Thur.
	19/03
	Traffic Management Meetings -

· Lucan

· Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure

· Clondalkin

Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee (in committee)
	2.00 pm - 2.30 pm

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 3.30 pm

3.30 pm - 6.00 pm
	05/03/15

	Fri.
	20/03
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 12/03/15



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	23/03
	Tallaght Traffic 
Management Meeting 

Tallaght Area Committee 

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 6.00 pm


	10/03/15



	Tue.
	24/03
	Lucan Area Committee

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning**, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	11/03/15

	Wed.
	25/03
	Deputations
	3.00 pm - 5.00 pm
	

	Thur.
	26/03
	
	
	

	Fri.
	27/03
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 16/03/15

**Planning file requests to be received by 18/03/15



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	30/03
	
	
	

	Tue.
	31/03
	
	
	

	Wed.
	01/04
	
	
	

	Thur.
	02/04
	
	
	

	Fri.
	03/04
	GOOD FRIDAY
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	06/04
	EASTER MONDAY
	
	

	Tue.
	07/04
	Corporate Policy Group
	3.00 pm - 4.30 pm
	

	Wed.
	08/04
	
	
	

	Thur.
	09/04
	
	
	

	Fri.
	10/04
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	13/04
	County Council Meeting
	3.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	26/03/15

	Tue.
	14/04
	Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	30/03/15

	Wed.
	15/04
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning**, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	31/03/15

	Thur.
	16/04
	
	
	

	Fri.
	17/04
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 08/04/15

**Planning file requests to be received by 09/04/15



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	20/04
	
	
	

	Tue.
	21/04
	
	
	

	Wed.
	22/04
	Deputations
	3.00 pm - 5.00 pm
	

	Thur.
	23/04
	
	
	

	Fri.
	24/04
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon.
	27/04
	Tallaght Area Committee 

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	14/04/15

	Tue.
	28/04
	Lucan Area Committee

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning**, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	15/04/15

	Wed.
	29/04
	
	
	

	Thur.
	30/04
	
	
	

	Fri.
	01/05
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 21/04/15

**Planning file requests to be received by 22/04/15



NOTES In relation to the CURRENT Calendar: 

Development Plan Meetings will be held on the following dates / times:

· Thurs. 12th February
4.00 pm - 8.30 pm

· Mon. 16th February
4.00 pm - 8.30 pm

· Thurs. 26th February
4.00 pm - 6.00 pm (if necessary)

The Housing SPC will be held on Thurs. 19th Feb. (originally scheduled for 12/02/15).

The Calendar of Meetings in CMAS now shows the LOCATION of upcoming meetings.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle and C. King.

Director Ms L. Maxwell responded to the Members queries.

The Calendar was APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole.
H2b)/0215 
REPORT ON CONFERENCES / SEMINARS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading
H4/0215
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - REPORT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENTERPRISE AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT SPC MEETING ON 13th JANUARY 2015

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented from the floor by Councillor J. Lahart, Chairperson of the Economic Development, Enterprise and Tourism Development SPC, and was CONSIDERED:
“Attended
	Cllr J. Lahart(Chair)
	Cllr P .Foley

	Cllr G. O’Connell
	Cllr E. Higgins

	Cllr R .McMahon
	Mr. D. Roche

	Cllr. A. Dermody
	

	Mr. S. Reid
	

	Ms T. de Buitlear
	


Officials present:

Mr. F Nevin, Director of Services


Mr. C Ryan – Senior Planner


Mr. T Shanahan – Administrative Officer


Ms. B. McCormack – Asst. Head of Local Enterprise


Also Present: Peter Mac Nulty, Tourism Development Ireland (re: HI 3, Tourism Strategy)


Apologies:  Cllr B. Ferron, Cllr F.N. Duffy.

	The meeting was Chaired by Cllr John Lahart. 

	Headed Item 1: Current initiatives within Economic, Enterprise & Tourism Development Dept
Frank Nevin delivered an Overview Presentation which was AGREED.

	Headed Item 2  -   Local Economic & Community Plan - Advisory Steering Group nominations
Colin Ryan presented a report on LECP which must be concluded by December 2015.

	

	

	

	Headed Item 3 – Update on County Tourism Strategy

Tony Shanahan delivered a presentation on the Tourism Strategy Report.  The item was NOTED

	Headed Item 4 - Regeneration of Industrial Areas/Use of Business Support Grant


Frank Nevin gave a Report on Industrial Areas & Business Support Grant , which was NOTED & AGREED that this item would be a matter for consideration at working group.

	Headed Item 5 -  AOB
It was AGREED that Cllr John Lahart would represent the SPC on the LECP Committee. It was also suggested and AGREED that a non-elected member would join the Committee.
It was suggested and AGREED that one working group would be formed that would consider in detail the SPC work programme including the LECP, Business Support Grant and measures to support underutilized industrial areas.

Meeting concluded at  7.40pm”


Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development also spoke on the report.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin and J. Lahart.

The report was NOTED.

 H5/0215
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole       and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q31 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Q1/0215
HEDGE CUTTING

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Devine
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on An Taisce's proposals for Hedge cutting and gorse burning?
REPLY:
The Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht announced a public consultation process in late 2014 to review burning and cutting controls which are in place under Section 40 of the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 and invited submissions from stakeholders, interested parties and the general public under this process.  South Dublin County Council was invited to and made a submission on the matter.  It is expected that An Taisce also made a submission however it does not appear to be available to the public at the present time.  The closing date given for receipt of submissions was 9 January 2015, so the consultation process has now closed.  The Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht will now consider those submissions and conclude the review of the Section 40 provisions.  It will be for the Minister and not An Taisce to decide if any amending or new legislation is required following conclusion of the review.

Q2/0215
SPRING CLEAN WEEK
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Chief Executive for an update on plans for Spring Clean week?
REPLY:
As members will be aware the Council works with all stakeholders to maximise business investment in the County, both indigenous and foreign direct investment. In this regard we fully support the efforts of the IDA to encourage and facilitate foreign companies to locate in South Dublin County, particularly in Grange Castle Business Park, but also in the other Business Parks in the County. Grange Castle is marketed by the IDA as an international Business Park of regional and national importance. The success of the policy is demonstrated in that the zoned lands are substantially now built out, with significant projects currently under construction in the Park by Google, Microsoft and Griffols. There are regular contacts from itineraries to the Park in relation to the remaining sites, (c 10 visits during June - December 2014), and the most recent client was the disposal to Interexion approved at the December meeting.
As set out in the Business Support Programme and report to CPG each month business supports in the County range from the physical development of business related infrastructure in the County to pre-planning meetings on emerging projects. Activity in this regard includes:

· The Council supported a Chamber trade mission to Manchester in May 2014 

· In October 2014 the Council sponsored a commercial property expo in Tallaght Stadium to showcase commercial development opportunities in the County. 

· The Economic Survey carried out in conjunction with the Chamber during summer 2014 will enable the identification of clusters of business type and activity for targeted interventions in the future. 

Initiatives of this nature will continue to be rolled out in 2015.

The Economic element of the Local Economic Community Plan will include consultation and support from state agencies such as the IDA and Enterprise Ireland and local stakeholders including South Dublin Chamber.  The plan process is under way in conjunction with the SPC which is meeting on 11th February.

Q3/0215
IDA

QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff 

To ask the Chief Executive to advise this Council if he is aware of efforts, if any, by the IDA or others, to facilitate or encourage foreign Companies to locate in South Dublin County?

REPLY:
As members will be aware the Council works with all stakeholders to maximise business investment in the County, both indigenous and foreign direct investment. In this regard we fully support the efforts of the IDA to encourage and facilitate foreign companies to locate in South Dublin County, particularly in Grange Castle Business Park, but also in the other Business Parks in the County. Grange Castle is marketed by the IDA as an international Business Park of regional and national importance. The success of the policy is demonstrated in that the zoned lands are substantially now built out, with significant projects currently under construction in the Park by Google, Microsoft and Griffols. There are regular contacts from itineraries to the Park in relation to the remaining sites, (c 10 visits during June - December 2014), and the most recent client was the disposal to Interexion approved at the December meeting.

As set out in the Business Support Programme and report to CPG each month business supports in the County range from the physical development of business related infrastructure in the County to pre-planning meetings on emerging projects. Activity in this regard includes:

· The Council supported a Chamber trade mission to Manchester in May 2014 

· In October 2014 the Council sponsored a commercial property expo in Tallaght Stadium to showcase commercial development opportunities in the County. 

· The Economic Survey carried out in conjunction with the Chamber during summer 2014 will enable the identification of clusters of business type and activity for targeted interventions in the future. 

Initiatives of this nature will continue to be rolled out in 2015.

The Economic element of the Local Economic Community Plan will include consultation and support from state agencies such as the IDA and Enterprise Ireland and local stakeholders including South Dublin Chamber.  The plan process is under way in conjunction with the SPC which is meeting on 11th February.

Q4/0215
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on plan to be implemented during 2015 to improve the energy efficiency of the public lighting in the County?
REPLY:
During 2014 Public Lighting (PL) section replaced existing low pressure sodium (SOX) with low energy LED fittings on a trial basis in some residential areas within the county. A new LED PL Scheme was also installed on Greenhills Road, which has been operational since the beginning of 2015.

A proposal for a five year PL Strategy is currently being drafted which includes an LED upgrade/replacement programme for the county. This will assist in our requirement to reduce PL energy usage by 30% over 2009 levels by 2020, as currently set out by the Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources.
Q5/0215
ENTRANCES TO TOWNS AND VILLAGES 

QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive to carry-out works in 2015, in conjunction with the NRA and/or its contractors, to improve the attractiveness of strategic junctions and exits from national primary roads in our County, for example, at key gateways leading to our County's Villages, Grange Castle International Business Park, etc?
REPLY:
Works to improve the appearance of the entrances to the Main Villages are currently being considered and a package of measures is being formulated to remove redundant signs, replace outdated signage and generally improve the appearance of Approach roads.  In addition redundant and damaged pedestrian guard-rails are also being examined.  Discussion will also be undertaken with the NRA where applicable.

Q6/0215
VILLAGE SIGNS
QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive to outline a timeframe for the installation of new 'welcome' signage at key gateways to Villages in our County?

REPLY:
The supply of nameplates for villages is currently being tendered.  It is expected to have a preferred type of sign agreed in Q1 2015 with installation taking place on a phased basis in Q2 and Q3 in 2015.
Q7/0215
VOUCHER SCHEME
QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive to mount an information campaign, through the Local Enterprise Office, to better promote the ‘Online Trading Voucher Scheme’ among small businesses and retailers in our County?

REPLY:
The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources introduced the On Line Trading Voucher Scheme to help small businesses through the availability of digital vouchers to help their businesses trade online.

The Local Enterprise Office’s were chosen as an ideal partner to deliver the trading online voucher scheme, as they are focussed on getting business supports directly into the communities where small businesses operate. The vouchers are promoted through the LEO website, our projects with the Chamber and all clients are made aware of the Scheme. The ongoing retail forums will provide further promotion opportunities.

The Pilot voucher scheme demonstrated that it has the potential to open up a whole new customer base for the LEO service, bringing them closer to businesses in their area and allowing businesses to benefit from locally based experience.

The Local Enterprise Office South Dublin was allocated 25 vouchers up to a maximum value of €2500 or 50% of eligible expenditure (Net of VAT), whichever is the lesser. All applicants must attend a 3 hour information seminar and there were two seminars held in South Dublin in 2014, of which a total of 58 businesses were represented at the sessions.

A total number of 31 applications were received, of which 17 companies were successful in receiving a voucher. The Local Enterprise Office South Dublin will continue to run the scheme during 2015, details can be found on https://www.localenterprise.ie/SouthDublin/
The Local Enterprise Office South Dublin will continue to promote this initiative in order to ensure that local small business keep up to date with the latest on line and e-commerce developments.
Q8/0215
ALLOTMENTS
QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive to outline this Council’s plans to develop new allotments in 2015, including the locations under consideration?
REPLY:
Following on from the successful extension of the Friarstown allotments in 2014 and with the support of the LEADER Programme: a sum of €100,000 is included each year in the Capital Programme 2015 - 2017 to construct new allotment sites in the county to meet the current demand for allotments. The current position with allotment provision in the county is as follows:

	Number of allotments in place 

	Mill Lane Palmerstown 
	73   

	Corkagh Park 
	44   

	Tymon Park 
	13   

	Friarstown 
	303 

	Total   
	433 

	Number of allotments occupied 
	389 

	Number of people on the waiting list 
	338 


An analysis of the waiting list in the county is being undertaken to determine the site locations to be included in the proposed programme.  The locations will be based on an analysis of the waiting list and will be included in an Allotment Strategy to be prepared and presented to the Elected Members shortly.
Q9/0215
SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE 

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

Chun ceist a chur ar a príomhfheidhmeannach cad iad Na pleananna ar son Seachtain Na Gaeilge Átha Cliath Theas?

To ask the Chief Executive what are the plans for Seachtain Na Gaeilge Átha Cliath Theas?
REPLY:
Deis a bheidh i Seachtain Na Gaeilge (1-17 Márta) Chun a Ghaeilge agus a Cultúr a cheiliúradh. Bíonn clár a bhíonn lomlán d'imeachtaí do dhaoine fásta agus do pháistí ar siúl Ag Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas/na Leabharlanna gach bliain agus é dírithe ar úsáid Na Gaeilge a chur Chun cinn.
Agus féile 2015 Ag teannadh linn, táimid féin agus Áras Chrónáin tar éis comhoibriú le chéile arís Chun a clár bliantúil a chur le chéile. Tá na himeachtaí go léir a bheidh acu tugtha síos in éineacht sa bhróisiúr agus tabharfaidh na himeachtaí sin deiseanna éagsúla do phobal Chontae Átha Cliath Theas ár n-oidhreacht Gaelach a cheiliúradh.
Seolfar SnaGact, clár Sheachtain na Gaeilge Chontae Átha Cliath Theas sa Leabharlann Contae, Tamhlacht ag a 10.30am Dé Máirt, an 3ú Márta agus beidh Niall de Búrca, duine de na seanchaithe is fearr in Éirinn i láthair chomh maith le breis is 100 scoláire as scoileanna i gContae Átha Cliath Theas.
Bainfidh os cionn 40 imeacht le Seachtain Na Gaeilge, agus beidh siad ar siúl sna Leabharlanna ón 2ú go dtí an 14ú Márta agus áireofar leo sin
· Ranganna Gaeilge agus Coracle Comhrá do dhaoine fásta 
· Cuidiú do dhaltaí don Bhéaltriail Ghaeilge 
· Scéalaíocht sa dá theanga le Niall de Búrca 
· Údair ar cuairt 
· Ealaíona traidisiúnta agus ceardaíocht thraidisiúnta do pháistí agus do dhaoine fásta 
· Seisiún sa cheol Gaelach 
· Céilí do ghrúpaí daltaí scoile 
· Léarscáiliú na hÉireann do ghrúpa daltaí scoile - imeacht ina gcuirfidh ealaíontóir, staraí áitiúil, duine mór spóirt, ceoltóir agus comhshaolaí a gcuid saineolais le chéile chun pictiúr a dhéanamh d'Éirinn mar atá sí inniu 
· Ceardlann Lego dírithe ar fhinscéalta ársa Gaelacha a thabhairt chun beochta. 
Foilseofar an bróisiúr go luath agus beidh sé ar fáil i Leabharlanna Átha Cliath Theas/sna Foirgnimh Chathartha go léir agus ar shuíomhanna gréasáin na Leabharlann agus na Comhairle www.southdublinlibraries.ie agus www.sdcc.ie. Scaipfear cóip den bhróisiúr ar gach Comhairleoir.
Seachtain na Gaeilge (1-17 March) provides the opportunity for celebrating the Irish language and Culture. South Dublin County Council/ Libraries every year deliver a packed programme of activities for adults and children all aimed at promoting its use.

For 2015, we have again collaborated with Áras Chrónáin to produce an annual programme. The brochure lists all of their events together offering to the community of South Dublin County a variety of opportunities for celebrating our Irish heritage.

The Launch of SnaGacht, South Dublin County’s Seachtain na Gaeilge programme, will take place at County Library Tallaght at 10.30am on Tuesday 3rd March with Niall de Búrca, one of Ireland’s finest storyteller and the participation of over 100 children from schools in South Dublin County.

With over 40 events celebrating Seachtain na Gaeilge, the programme in the libraries will run from 2nd to 14th March including:
· Irish language classes and conversation groups for adults 

· Support for students taking their Oral Irish Exams 

· Bi-Lingual storytelling with Niall de Búrca 

· Author visits 

· Traditional arts and crafts for children and adults 

· Traditional Irish music session 

· Ceili for school groups 

· Mapping Ireland for a school group - for this event an artist, a local historian, a sports enthusiast, a musician and an environmentalist will bring their expertise together to help map today’s Ireland 

· Lego workshop bringing to life Ancient Irish legends. 

The brochure will be published shortly and made available in all South Dublin Libraries/Civic Buildings and on the Library and Council websites www.southdublinlibraries.ie and www.sdcc.ie . A copy of the brochure will be circulated to all Councillors.
Q10/0215
HOUSING LIST 

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report on (a) the number of people on the housing list and (b) the provision and acquisition of social housing units by and on behalf of South Dublin County Council, on a year-by-year basis, and to make a statement on the plans to provide social housing units for this year and the years ahead.
REPLY:
From the years the 2008-2014 the number of applicants on the Council Housing List is summarised in the table below:

	 
	2008
	  2009
	  2010
	  2011
	  2012
	  2013
	  2014

	Housing List
	 6,507
	  8,248
	  9,963
	 10,060
	  10,425
	  7,523 *
	  8,564


* Housing Needs Assessment carried out

From the period 2008 to 2014 a total of 3,425 social housing units were procured throughout the county under a wide range of schemes.

Details of the number of units and their respective procurement mechanisms for each of the years are listed in the table below.

	Type
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	Total

	Social
	    322.00
	    231.00
	   
78.00
	       5.00
	       9.00
	           -   
	           -   
	    645.00

	Acquisitions through Purchases
	       1.00
	           -   
	   
 2.00
	     21.00
	       6.00
	     10.00
	       1.00
	   
  41.00

	Voluntary
	       7.00
	     33.00
	   20.00
	    191.00
	       1.00
	     14.00
	       8.00
	    274.00

	Part V
	     84.00
	   122.00
	  
 23.00
	           -   
	           -   
	           -   
	       2.00
	   
 231.00

	Properties procured under lease arrangements
	           -   
	           -   
	  
 19.00
	    110.00
	     40.00
	    106.00
	    123.00
	   
 398.00

	RAS
	    273.00
	    304.00
	  
321.00
	    202.00
	    226.00
	    237.00
	    211.00
	 
1,774.00

	Traveller Accommodation
	     38.00
	     10.00
	  
 11.00
	       3.00
	           -   
	           -   
	           -   
	   
  62.00

	Total
	    725.00
	    700.00
	  
474.00
	    532.00
	    282.00
	    367.00
	    345.00
	3,425.00


 

2015 AND YEARS AHEAD
Housing Construction Programme: 
The Council is near completion of the tender process on 15 Social housing units and hopes to go on site with these projects in the very near future with a completion date in early 2016. The Council has another 57 units awaiting approval from the DECLG, we hope to receive approval shortly and deliver the units by the end of 2016.

The Council also wish to proceed with the Part 8 process for further units and presentations have been made to the Area Committees in relation to the proposed sites of these developments.

The Council hopes to have Part 8 approval for a total in excess of 600 units and submit proposals to the DECLG to access any available funding as quickly as possible.

Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS): 
The Council is anticipating notification from the Department of Environment Community and Local Government Local Government of funding for a Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) Programme 2014-2016. Once we receive the notification the Council will invite Approved Housing Bodies to put forward cost effective and sustainable proposals to meet the housing needs for people with specific categories of needs as identified in the latest Housing Needs Assessment. The following are the three priority needs suitable for CAS funding as identified in the latest South Dublin County Council Housing Needs Assessment:

1 Accommodation for Homeless

The available funding will facilitate the advancement of a construction programme and /or the acquisition of built properties where suitable and value for money alternatives exist.

The Council is aiming to deliver 10 units of social housing under this scheme in the first quarter of this year from our 2014 CAS approvals

RAS/Leasing:  
From 2015 in line with the National Housing Strategy the Council will continue the procurement of units for the provision of social housing support under the Social Housing Leasing and RAS schemes (whereby we enter into lease arrangements with private property owners and Voluntary Housing Bodies to procure homes to provide for the housing needs of persons on social housing waiting lists). 

Acquisition   
During 2015, it is intended subject to Department of Environment Community and Local Government funding, to purchase a number of suitable units throughout the county in areas of housing demand. We also intend to use Part 5 mechanism and any subsequent legislation in the in the acquisition of social housing by the Council or Approved Housing Bodies. 

Housing Assistance Payment (HAP):
South Dublin County Council was one of seven Local Authorities under Wave 1 that commenced the implementation of HAP in September 2014.

The Council commenced distribution of HAP applications to new Housing applicants presenting since Monday 17th November 2014. As agreed with the Department of Social Protection, SDCC will move to expanding the scheme to other applicants throughout 2015 having regard to the situation pertaining with the Dublin Private Rental Market and also to facilitate the embedding of systems and processes.

Traveller Accommodation:
With regard to planned developments for 2014 and 2015 – As outlined in the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 (adopted at the Council Meeting in January 2014), the Council plans to deliver new units as per the Programme and redevelop Belgard Road in 2015.  It is further intended to redevelop St. Aidan’s, Oldcastle Park and the 3 Bay Emergency site in Lynch's Lane in 2016.

Q11/0215
PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING
QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Chief Executive, in respect of the Council's decision to promote and advance a policy of participatory budgeting, to outline the work undertaken to date to seek to introduce an element of this policy into the Council's Budget, and the plans to incorporate participatory budgeting in the 2016 Budget process?

REPLY:
It was agreed by the members at the January 2014 Council meeting to examine the introduction of an element of participatory budgeting in formulating its 2015 Budget and that a report should be brought to a future meeting of Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee for consideration.  A report on Participatory Budgeting was noted at the March 2014 meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee. The report noted that "in accordance with section 103 of the Local Government Act 2001 the adoption of the annual budget is a reserved function of the members of a local authority. In addition section 102 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that the manager shall consult with the corporate policy group in the preparation of the draft local authority budget. A decision which may influence future budgets should be cognisant of these statutory provisions and of the affect of any changes to the current budgetary process on the new council which is likely to require additional time for budgetary debate arising from the increased number of members following the local elections in 2014". 
The Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government issued the following additional guidance in 2014 relating to the budget process:

· S.I. No. 226 of 2014 Local Government (Financial and Audit Procedures) Regulations 2014, and 

· Circular Fin. 05/2014 2014 Local Government (Financial and Audit Procedures) Regulations 2014 and associated budget related matters. 

· Circular Fin. 11/2014 Budget Meeting and other budget matters 

The regulations and related circular provides an enhanced role for the Corporate Policy Group in the preliminary phases of preparation of the budget (in particular noting the CPG role in setting of overall parameters, identification of issues to be addressed and approaches to be taken). Circular Fin. 11/2014 prescribes the reporting format of the preliminary estimate of capital and current income and expenditure to be returned following the completion of the Budget Strategy phase.

A Local Property Tax variation process is progressed alongside the budget strategy and once decided by the members it forms a key part of strategy and influences the draft budget. Circular Fin. 08/2014 provided guidance to local authorities following the publication of S.I. No. 296 of 2014 Local Property tax (Local Adjustment Factor) Regulations. The circular provides further guidance on the Public Consultation Process outlined in Part 3 of S.I. No. 296.

The adoption of the annual budget is a reserved function of the members of a local authority and the 2014 changes have enhanced role of the Corporate Policy Group and the members in setting parameters for the budget.  The budget strategy and the LPT variation process must be completed by 30th September and following this the members meet on a date scheduled between 1st and 24th November to consider the draft budget. The time available to develop the budget strategy into a detailed draft budget is further restricted as the draft budget must be circulated not less than seven days before the annual budget meeting. 

The decisions about the content and allocation of resources within the budget are reserved powers of the members of the council so the implementation of a participatory process in advance of these decisions would be premature and might be misleading for communities.  A participative budget is based on a layered system of consultation and community participation in financial planning.  The process is driven from local to district to area (to county) consultation and prioritisation and the limited time between completion of the budget strategy and the prescribed budget period does not allow adequate time to deliver a participatory budget process.     Section 50 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 provides that service delivery plans, consistent with the provisions in the budget, must be prepared following the adoption of a budget by the members.  The preparation of operational work programmes could be considered as an alternative means to achieve participation in community budgeting decisions. 
Q12/0215
COMMEMORATIONS COMMITTEE

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Chief Executive to state if the Council has been allocated money for commemorating the Easter Rising for 2015 and 2016; and to report on the work undertaken to date to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the Easter Rising, the 150th Anniversary of the 1867 Fenian Rising (including the Battle of Tallaght) and other national and local anniversaries for this year and the remainder of the Council's term?
REPLY:
At the first meeting of the committee held last November, it was agreed by the elected members that commemorations committee would initially focus on the development and delivery of a programme of commemorations for 1916 in South Dublin County.

The programme will focus on celebrating the people’s past and celebrating the ideals of the 1916 proclamation e.g. ‘Cherishing all the children of the nation equally’.

Purpose and Key Priorities
· The committee should focus on a People’s History of 1916 with a particular emphasis on the role of women, children and local/new communities. 

· Public Consultation/Call for submissions should be carried with the citizens of the County to gather stories and to archive materials. 

· 1916 school pack to produced for distribution to schools in the County 

· Public piece of Art based on the values outlined in 1916 Proclamation 

· 1916 Historic Trail for the County 

· Legacy of 1916 

An interdepartmental project team has been established to progress the programme and they are currently working on the Public Consultation Phase.

In addition at the request of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht a dedicated ‘Ireland 2016’ co-ordinator has been appointed by South Dublin County Council who will work at local level with the Ireland 2016 team as appropriate.

For 2015, the Council has allocated a sum of €50,000 for work of the Commemorations Committee. As part of the 2016 Council budgetary process an additional sum will be allocated based on the agreed events programme for the County.
Q13/0215
WINTER MAINTENANCE
QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report on the work undertaken by the Council with regard to road gritting, storm damage work and other weather-related activity so far during the winter period, and to state how this compares to previous years?
REPLY:
SDCC have gritted on 60 occasions from mid Oct 2014 to date. This compares with 45 occasions in the previous season  (Mid Oct 2013 to end of Jan 2014) and 50 occasions in the season before that (Mid Oct 2012 to end of Jan 2013)
There has been a slight increase in the numbers of grittings as shown above but the temperatures have not decreased from previous years.
There has been no increase in storm damage.

Q14/0215
SOCIAL HOUSING 

QUESTION:  Councillor K. Mahon

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report with regard to the allocation of social housing, the remit and the procedures around vetting, the basis on which homes are awarded, how a final decision is reached and the checks and balances within the process that ensure a fair and transparent system?

REPLY: 
All allocations are in accordance with the Council’s Allocation Scheme 2011 in accordance with Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provision) Act 2009.   The Scheme amongst other matters provides for allocation of dwellings to those on the housing list on a ‘time on list basis’ i.e. date of application.

The Choice Based Letting Scheme manages the allocation process for the majority of applicants on the housing list. A list of those who express interest in each dwelling is automatically compiled, the successful applicant will be the longest on the housing list i.e. Time on List. In certain circumstances adherence to Estate Management Policy may affect the ability of offer to longest on list. All prospective Tenants are sent forward for Garda check on the grounds of good estate management.

A further exception to ‘time on list’ is Priority status. In certain circumstances, priority will be given to applicants that satisfy the following criteria. Priority will be granted in the order shown hereunder and subject to the availability of suitable accommodation at the time:

(i)       Families or persons living in dangerous premises on whom a requisition under Section 3 (9) of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act, 1964 has been served.

(ii)      Displacement (resulting from acts of the Local Authority).

(iii)   Families or persons rendered homeless through no fault of their own. A person shall be regarded by a housing authority as being homeless for the purposes of this Act if:

(a)                there is no accommodation available which, in the opinion of the authority, he/she, together with any other person who normally resides with him/her or who might reasonably be expected to reside with him/her, can reasonably occupy or remain in occupation of, or

(b)                he/she is living in a hospital, County home, night shelter, or other such institution and is so living because he/she has no accommodation of the kind referred to in paragraph (a), and he/she, in the opinion of the authority, unable to provide accommodation from his/her own resources.

(iv)   Families or persons evicted through no fault of their own on foot of a Court Order who are not in a financial position to provide their own housing.

(v)     Exceptional medical/compassionate grounds.

(vi)   Persons aged 65 or over for Older Persons accommodation.

All vacant properties are examined as to their suitability for those awaiting specific accommodation on medical/disability in the first instance and are designated accordingly.

The Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government has just issued the following directive to the Council. 

Each housing authority must ensure that at least

50% of the dwellings available for allocation under Section 22 of the 2009 Act during the specified period will be allocated to households that are qualified for social housing support (i.e. those who are on the record of qualified households) and that, on or before 1 December 2014, have been deemed by the authority to have one or more than one of the following needs:

(i) was in an institution, emergency accommodation or a hostel (i.e. a homeless household within the meaning of Section 2 of the Housing Act 1988);

(ii) has an accommodation requirement arising from an enduring physical, sensory, mental health or intellectual impairment (i.e. households where one of its members has a disability and as such is deemed to be a vulnerable household); and

(iii) was in accommodation that was unsuitable for the household's adequate housing on exceptional medical or compassionate grounds (i.e. including households the subject of domestic violence and young people leaving State care and as such deemed to be a vulnerable household).

2. Each housing authority should make arrangements for timely and efficient selection of households and offers of accommodation so as to ensure that households are notified and ready to move into dwellings as soon as they become available. These arrangements should seek to avoid inadvertent delays in letting dwellings, and dwellings being left vacant for lengthy period

This Circular is listed under correspondence on the Agenda for today’s Council Meeting.
Q15/0215
IRISH WATER LA TENANTS 
QUESTION:  Councillor K. Mahon

To ask the Chief Executive to report as to the number, and percentage, of Local Authority units that have been registered with Irish Water and the process by which they were registered?
REPLY:
The Council does not have access to the information to supply the number and percentage, of Local Authority units that have been registered with Irish Water

Irish Water has contacted all Local Authorities requesting a listing of all domestic properties in the ownership of the Local Authorities and associated tenant names in order that Irish Water can correspond with the tenants directly in respect of domestic water charges liability.

Irish Water are entitled to this information under section 26(1)(a) and section 26(5)(a) of the Water Services Act 2013 (the No.1 Act), which empowers Irish Water to request Local Authorities to provide such information as Irish Water may reasonably require to enable it to perform its functions under the Act.  The requested names are required by Irish Water to carry out its obligation under section 21 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013 to charge occupiers for the provision of water services.   Section 26(3) of the Water Services (No. 1) Act 2013 obliges Local Authorities to comply with a request made pursuant to section 26.

Irish Water and Local Authorities are bound to comply with the Data Protection Acts.  Irish Water and Local Authorities are also required to take appropriate data protection measures pursuant to section 33.2 of the Service Level Agreements entered into with each local authority.  Access to Tenant Data within Irish Water will be restricted to those persons working on the Customer Registration and Billing Project.

Q16/0215
CASH FOR CARS
QUESTION:  Councillor E. O’Brien

To ask the Chief Executive to detail the number of fines, per electoral ward, issued in respect of "Cash for Cars" signs in the last 12 months?
REPLY:
"Cash for Cars" signage is an ongoing problem in the Greater Dublin area.

Staff from the Council's Public Realm have and continue to remove "Cash for Cars" signage throughout the county where they come across them.

As yet Enforcement Officers have not been in a position to issue any fines or initiate prosecution proceedings because of the difficulty in tracking down those responsible for erecting the illegal signage. The Council has been working with An Garda Siochana and other Local Authorities in attempting to identify those involved in this illegal activity.

A Direct Prosecution was initiated in July 2014 but unfortunately the summons was returned unserved, therefore the case could not proceed.

Q17/0215
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
QUESTION:  Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive if he would confirm the current status of the Council's anti social behavior policy "A safe and peaceful place to live" published in January 2005 and honored by the excellence through people awards of the Chambers of Commerce of Ireland and will he also confirm that all regulations contained in that document are being implemented?
REPLY:
The current Anti Social Behaviour Strategy was published in 2010. It includes our objectives, which include the prevention and reduction of anti social behaviour and the promotion of good estate management, that our principles as in all cases are dealt with in accordance with fair procedure in partnership with other agencies and also our policy in dealing with complaints which takes account of prevention, enforcement, support and rehabilitation.

Our policy is implemented as best we can apply, however, it must be noted that dealing with certain anti social activity can be quite complex in its nature and circumstances of each case.  It requires detailed investigation, examination and monitoring as well as taking into account possible mental health/addiction/social issues which may be a contributory factor. It further requires direct collaboration with other agencies to achieve successful conclusions.
Q18/0215
COMMEMORATIONS COMMITTEE

QUESTION:  Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive what plans he is making to commemorate the anniversary of the 1916 Rising throughout our county?

REPLY:
Commemorations Committee
At the first meeting of the committee held last November, it was agreed by the elected members that the Commemorations committee would focus on the development and delivery of a programme of commemorations for 1916 in South Dublin County.

The programme will focus on celebrating the people’s past and celebrating the ideals of the 1916 proclamation e.g. ‘Cherishing all the children of the nation equally’

Purpose and Key Priorities
· The committee should focus on a People’s History of 1916 with a particular emphasis on the role of women, children and local/new communities. 

· Public Consultation/Call for submissions should be carried with the citizens of the County to gather stories and to archive materials. 

· 1916 school pack to produced for distribution to schools in the County 

· Public piece of Art based on the values outlined in 1916 Proclamation 

· 1916 Historic Trail for the County 

· Legacy of 1916 

An interdepartmental project team has been established to progress the programme and they are currently working on the Public Consultation Phase.

In addition at the request of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht a dedicated ‘Ireland 2016’ co-ordinator has been appointed by South Dublin County Council who will work at local level with the Ireland 2016 team as appropriate.

For 2015, the Council has allocated a budget of €50,000 for work of the Commemorations Committee. As part of the 2016 Council budgetary process an additional sum will be allocated based on the agreed events programme for the County.

Q19/0215
BUSINESS SUPPORT GRANT SCHEME
QUESTION:  Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive to confirm his proposals to promote the availability of The Business Support Grant Scheme and in reporting will he also state what funding is available this year in that regard?
REPLY:
As discussed at the Budget meetings c1% of rates paid has been ring fenced for projects directly related to supporting business. The Business Support grant is a key element of these business supports and E880, 000 has been budgeted in this regard. Other initiatives include the business sustainability project with the Chamber, tourism strategy, Shopfront design guide etc. The Business Support Grant is primarily intended to provide a support grant to ratepayers under €10,000 valuation. The Council will promote the Business Support grant in a number of ways, through the its website, other media outlets, South Dublin Chamber and, in particular through a direct mail shot to all relevant businesses in the County. This promotional work including the direct mailshot will be undertaken in late February/ early March.

As indicated at Budget, CPG and Council meetings the surplus funds over and above the direct grant to ratepayers will be retained to fund other interventions to support Business in the County.  

These interventions will be guided by the feedback from the business survey carried out in 2014, the vacancy analysis and physical surveys of our business parks and may include: 

· physical upgrade of the business environment in the County, 

· additional training and support through LEO in conjunction with our business sustainability program with the Chamber, and 

· the potential of supporting additional incubator/enterprise space in the County, where required and making use of appropriate vacant space.  

A key feedback from talking to local businesses in compiling the County Economic Profile is the need for a coherent programme of works which will reflect the planned multi annual nature of the investment, (subject to budgetary approval), and concentrate on key areas. 

The Economic, Enterprise& Tourism SPC met on 13th January and established a working group to consider a number of initiatives in the County, including the Business Support Grant. A full report in this regard will be brought to the Working Group for consideration.
Q20/0215
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

QUESTION:  Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive to present a report on the operation of the Council's emergency Christmas services; will he confirm the number of calls received from the public in that regard and will he also confirm if he has any plans to change the system next Christmas?
REPLY:
In advance of the offices closing on the 24th December and re- opening on Friday 2nd January, notices were placed on the Council website and telephony systems advising members of the public that the offices were closed during this period. Additional information was also provided regarding the Council’s Emergency/ Out of hour’s service number:  01- 4574907.

Each service department had a number of staff who were rostered over the holiday period to be ‘on call’ to deal with emergencies.  Each service department defines in advance what calls are deemed an emergency and only these calls are forwarded by the call centre staff to the relevant council staff ‘on call’.

The number of calls received by the out of hours/emergency service is detailed below by category:

	Drainage
	39

	General
	17

	Housing
	131

	Parks
	11

	Roads
	9

	Water Services
	33

	Call Outside of SDCC Jurisdiction
	15

	Grand Total
	255


The Council has no plans at present to change this system for the Christmas/New Year Arrangements 2015/2016.
Q21/0215
REGISTER OF ELECTORS 

QUESTION:  Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive to confirm if he plans any additional initiatives to encourage residents of the County to apply for inclusion on the voting registers in advance of the proposed referendums in May?

REPLY:
The Register of Electors 2015/16 was published on 1st February 2015 and comes into force on 15th February. This Register will be used for any elections/referendums that will take place between 15th February 2015 and 14th February 2016. The total electorate is 186,402; of this number 175,965 will be entitled to vote in the upcoming referendums. A supplement to the Register will also be prepared in advance of the referendums.

The Council website will be updated with the new register details and people will have the opportunity to check online to ensure their details are correct. The register will also be available for checking at local post offices, garda stations, libraries and council offices.

If a person finds that they are not registered they can apply for inclusion on the Supplement to the Register.

To be included you must be:

(a)       18 years of age (up to and including polling day);

(b)       ordinarily resident at the address at which you wish to be registered; and

(c)       not already registered as an elector (except in the case of change of address).

If a person is not already on the Register, they can apply to be included in the supplement by filling out the green form (RFA2).  

If a person is on the Register and they have moved from one Dáil or local authority constituency to another they may also apply for entry on the supplement by filling out the pink form (RFA3 – change of address).

A separate form must be completed and signed by each person applying for inclusion in the supplement. The form must be witnessed, signed and stamped by a member of An Garda Síochána. Completed application forms must reach our offices before the fourteenth day (Sundays, public holidays and Good Friday excluded) before polling day.

These forms will be available online at www.sdcc.ie and www.checktheregister.ie and where the register is available for checking.

An extensive national promotional and awareness raising campaign is usually undertaken by the DECLG in advance of referendums and elections.  A selection of the national papers will also carry notices indicating the date of the referendums and closing dates for inclusion on the Register of Electors 2015/16. Local advertising campaigns would be duplication of this effort and therefore wasteful of resources.
Q22/0215
LITTER WARDEN SERVICE
QUESTION:  Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive how many summonses have been issued by the Litter Warden during the past 12 months to individuals within housing estates/parks?  How do these numbers compare with the previous 12 months?  How many reports of littering have been received and are awaiting action to be taken?

REPLY:
The table hereunder provides a comparative of 2013 v 2014 Litter Warden Service activity.

To date in 2015, the Litter Warden Service has received 186 complaints, resulting in the issuing of 21 litter fines.  A further 114 complaints have been investigated fully but no enforcement action could be taken due to lack of evidence. Consequently, these complaints have been closed. Unfortunately, it is increasingly found that no personal information relating to polluter(s) is contained within the dumped material, with personal information having been removed or shredded.

The remaining 51 complaints are open and under active investigation.  When and where evidence is found, enforcement action as deemed appropriate will be taken under the Act. 

	 
	2014
	2013

	No. of Litter cases investigated
	2,894
	3440

	No. of Litter Fines issued
	625
	753

	No. of Litter Notices issued
	244
	150

	No. of Litter cases referred for Legal Action
	158
	187

	No. of Direct Prosecutions referred for Legal Action
	17
	20

	No. of Litter cases listed for Court
	125
	183

	No. of Litter cases heard
	62
	37

	No. of successful Litter cases
	38
	25

	No. of successful Direct Prosecutions
	2
	1


Q23/0215
ST. PATRICK’S DAY

QUESTION:  Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive what plans SDCC has to celebrate St. Patrick's Day this year?

REPLY:
The Community Services Dept has been contacted by a number of local committees to discuss plans and seek assistance for their proposed St Patrick's Day celebrations.

Celebrations are currently being planned by local organising committees in Tallaght, Clondalkin, Lucan and Newcastle and are advised and supported by Council Community teams.
Q24/0215
EMERGENCY ACCOMMODATION
QUESTION:  Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive how much SDCC is currently paying for emergency housing accommodation, how many individuals/families are being assisted and how many more families/individuals are awaiting emergency housing accommodation?
REPLY:
Dublin City Council (as the lead authority) manages all expenditure in relation to Homeless Services on behalf of the 4 Dublin Authorities.  In 2014, South Dublin County Council provided in its Budget a contribution of €1,118,000 in respect of homeless services.

As at 31st December 2014, South Dublin County Council had 234 individuals and families registered homeless and placed in Temporary Emergency; Supported Temporary or Private Emergency Accommodation through SDCC's Homeless Services Unit with a number of families assessed as at risk of requiring emergency accommodation.
Q25/0215
GRITTING
QUESTION:  Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive how many housing estates are included in the road gritting schedule?

REPLY:
SDCC grits all the National Secondary roads -13km. (All National primary routes are gritted by the NRA's contractor.)

SDCC also grits all 144km of Regional Roads and 189km of the 785km of Local Roads.

SDCC does not grit housing estates.
Q26/0215
RESIDENTIAL PARKING

QUESTION:  Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive how many housing estates within the County operate a parking permit system, how many parking fines have been issued within these estates over the past five years and how many housing estates are scheduled to have the system in place within the next two years?
REPLY:
A total of 16 Residential Areas have permit parking under the Control of Parking Byelaws.  There are no plans to extend this to other Residential Areas at this time
Q27/0215
HOMELESS

QUESTION:  Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for a breakdown report of the Homeless Housing list for South Dublin County Council and to answer the following questions within that report 1) does everyone on list live in SDCC?  2) How many social houses are needed to solve the housing issue?  3) What are the SDCC plans to deal with the Housing issue/shortfall?  4) How many additional houses will be provided in 2015 and over the term of the council?  5) What schemes are being considered to deal with the issue and how will they work?


REPLY:
As at 31st December 2014 there were 234 individuals and families registered homeless and placed into Temporary Emergency, Supported Temporary or Private Emergency Accommodation through the Homeless Services Unit.  Set out below is the housing requirement for applicants registered homeless:

172 applicants require a 1bed unit of accommodation

25 applicants require a 2bed unit of accommodation

33 applicants require a 3bed unit of accommodation

4 applicants require a 4bed unit of accommodation

All applicants registered and placed into emergency accommodation with this authority became homeless from the South Dublin administrative area.

South Dublin County Council had 8,564 applicants on the Social Housing List as at 31st December 2014.

The Council has a number of schemes currently available to housing applicants which includes: Choice Based Letting Scheme (CBL); Applicant Sourced Housing Scheme (ASH), Housing Assistance Payment Scheme (HAP) and Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS).

On average the council has approximately 200 casual vacancies per year. 

2015 AND YEARS AHEAD
Housing Construction Programme: 
The Council has almost completed the tender process on 15 Social housing units and hopes to go on site with these projects in the very near future with a completion date in early 2016. The Council has another 57 units awaiting approval from the DECLG and we hope to receive approval shortly and deliver the units by the end of 2016.

The Council also wish to proceed with the Part 8 process for additional units and presentations have been made to the Area Committees in relation to the proposed sites of these developments. A full schedule of those lands discussed is being prepared for presentation to the Council indicating also a timeframe for the Part 8 process.

The Council hopes to have Part 8 approval for a total in excess of 600 units and submit proposals to the DECLG to access any available funding as quickly as possible.

Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS): 
The Council is waiting for notification from the Department of Environment Community and Local Government Local Government of funding for a Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) Programme 2014-2016. Once we receive the notification the Council will invite Approved Housing Bodies to put forward cost effective and sustainable proposals to meet the housing needs for people with specific categories of needs as identified in the latest Housing Needs Assessment. The following are the three priority needs suitable for CAS funding as identified in the latest South Dublin County Council Housing Needs Assessment:

The available funding will facilitate the advancement of a construction programmer and /or the acquisition of built properties where suitable and value for money alternatives exist. The Council expects to deliver 10 units of social housing under this scheme in the first quarter of this year from our 2014 allocation

RAS/Leasing:  
During 2015 and beyond the Council will continue to maintain the procurement of units for the provision of social housing support under the Social Housing Leasing and RAS schemes (whereby we enter into lease arrangements with private property owners and Voluntary Housing Bodies to procure homes to provide for the housing needs of persons on social housing waiting lists). 

Acquisition   
During 2015, it is intended subject to Department of Environment Community and Local Government funding, to purchase a number of suitable units throughout the county in areas of housing demand. We also intend to use the Part 5 mechanism and any subsequent legislation in the acquisition of social housing by the Council or Approved Housing Bodies. 

Housing Assistance Payment (HAP):
South Dublin County Council was one of seven Local Authorities under Wave 1 that commenced the implementation of HAP in September 2014.

The Council commenced distribution of HAP applications to new Housing applicants presenting since Monday 17th November 2014. As agreed with the Department of Social Protection, the Council will move to expanding the scheme to other applicants throughout 2015 having regard to the situation pertaining with the Dublin Private Rental Market and also to facilitate the embedding of systems and processes.

Traveller Accommodation:
With regard to planned developments for 2014 and 2015 – As outlined in the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 (adopted at the Council Meeting in January 2014), the Council plans to deliver new units as per the Programme and redevelop Belgard Road in 2015.  It is further intended to redevelop St. Aidan’s, Oldcastle Park and the 3 Bay Emergency site in Lynch's Lane in 2016.
Q28/0215
SDCC RENTS 

QUESTION:  Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on council rents for 2014, this should include a breakdown of rents by each SDCC area? The breakdown of various payment brackets?  Also include rent owed in each area?  The last time there was a rent increase and how much it was?  Where does the council rent go in terms of Budget?  What is the formula for rents in SDCC? Is it a percentage of income? In that case, how can the council look for increase?

REPLY:
The total amount of rent receipts for 2014 in relation to housing owned by the Council was €19,025,261. The amount collected per Local Electoral Area is shown below,

Clondalkin €6,679,695, Lucan €690,247, Rathfarnham €1,386,498 Tallaght Central €1,481,260 Tallaght South €8,499,917 Templeogue-Terenure €287,640

The outstanding balance due to the Council at the end of 2014 was €7,124,479. The amounts due by Local Electoral Area are as follows,

Clondalkin €2,528,452, Lucan €348,796, Rathfarnham €452,167, Tallaght Central €354,698, Tallaght South €3,380,344

Templeogue-Terenure €60,020

The current South Dublin County Council Differential Rent Scheme is in place since 2009. The weekly rent is calculated on the basis of 10% of the total household income, plus €1. The rent can increase, or reduce, in line with any changes in household income. The onus is on the tenant to keep the Council notified as to any changes in household income. The average rent charged by the Council is €41.92 per week. The highest rent charged is €201.90 per week.

The rental income due to the Council will enable the Housing Department to complete its Annual Service Plan for 2015. This includes the provision of homeless services, maintenance of the housing stock; estate management as well as allowing the Council to carry out planned maintenance works such as window replacement programmes and boiler maintenance as well as electrical repairs, for example. This income allows us to maintain our housing stock to the highest standards possible.

A National Differential Rent Scheme, for all Local Authorities, has been indicated by Government for commencement in 2015, but as yet no regulations have been received regarding its implementation date.

Q29/0215
SMALLER ACCOMMODATION

QUESTION:  Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for a report and a breakdown of how many people have registered an interest in moving to downsize accommodation within SDCC?
REPLY:
There are 242 applicants on the Council's Transfer List for smaller size accommodation.
Q30/0215
BOARDED UP HOUSES
QUESTION:  Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on how many houses are currently boarded up in SDCC and a report into ownership and details for each area?
REPLY:
There are currently 38 Council houses vacant countywide, 15 north of the Naas Road with 5 of boarded up and 23 south of the Naas Road, 17 of which are boarded up.  In addition there is a list of approximately 16 vacant private houses countywide. There are 5 north of the Naas Road, 3 of which are boarded up and 11 south of the Naas Road 4 of which are boarded up.

Q31/0215
HOTELS

QUESTION:  Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on how many people are staying in hotels by area?  How long each has been in hotel and provide a cost to the state of this accommodation?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council's Homeless Services Unit currently has 38 families placed into hotel accommodation across the Dublin region.  Every family placed into private emergency accommodation (including hotels) are referred to the Focus Ireland New Presenters Team for initial assessment and care planning to identify all housing options available and support families out of homeless services. 

It is not possible to advise regarding the length of time a family may be placed into hotel accommodation.  Hotel placements are a last resort and not sustainable for long periods of time. When a more suitable placement becomes available within emergency accommodation, very effort is made to transfer families from hotels.

Expenditure in relation to all emergency accommodation is managed by Dublin City Council as the lead authority and South Dublin County Council pays a contribution in respect of all expenditure on homeless services.

H6/0215
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H7a)/0215
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY & SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H7b)/0215
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FREEHOLD INTEREST IN PLOT OF LAND AT THE REAR OF RAHEEN COTTAGE, NANGOR ROAD, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO MR. NIALL NOLAN

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development and was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting held on 10th December, 1998 noted the disposal by way of lease for 150 years of a plot of land at the rear of Raheen Cottage, Nangor Road to the respective house owner Mr. Niall Nolan, for garden purposes only. Minute No C/679/98 refers. This lease has since been completed.

The Lessee, Niall Nolan has since expressed an interest in acquiring the freehold title on this portion of land as he proposes to include this area in a re-development of the overall site in his ownership at this location.

Initially the Lessee had proposed an apartment development for the overall site and terms for the disposal of the Council’s freehold interest in the leased portion of the site based on this proposal were accepted by the Lessee in 2009. However the disposal of the site on these terms was not approved by the members of the Council and the matter had been deferred for consideration to a future meeting pending clarification on some matters relating to the overall development. In the meantime, the Lessee submitted revised plans for a smaller development on the overall site comprising of a total of seven houses in two terraces in a courtyard type arrangement around the existing house known as Raheen Cottage and with the plot leased from the Council retained as open space for the development. The Council offered the applicant revised terms for the disposal of the plot based on the proposed smaller development. At its meeting on 10th January 2011, the Council once again deferred this matter to a future meeting.

Planning permission was subsequently granted in relation to the revised plans above on 7th July 2011 under Planning Reg Ref SD11A/0120. However the development did not proceed at that stage and the applicants Solicitor has recently contacted the Council to re-activate the application.   Due to the passage of time since the previous terms were issued, a current valuation was requested and the Council’s Valuer has recommended revised terms for the disposal of the Council’s freehold interest in the leased plot based on the revised scheme of development for which planning permission was granted in July 2011.

1. Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of its freehold interest in an area of land measuring 310 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to Raheen Cottage, Nangor Road, Dublin 22 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/19/09 to the respective house owner , Mr. Niall Nolan in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and which have been accepted by the Lessee:-

2. That the subject plot was demised to the Applicant for a term of 150 years from the 2nd of June 2004 for a capital premium of €3,810 (£3,000) and a rent of €1.27 (£1) per annum if demanded. The rent is subject to review every five years linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index. 

3. That the Council dispose of the subject plot (as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/19/09) for the consideration of €40,000.00 (forty thousand euro) on the basis that the Council’s lands and the Applicant’s adjoining lands when combined, would facilitate the development of 7 terraced houses as per planning permission granted under planning application Reg Ref SD/11A/0120. 

4. That the Council convey the freehold title in the subject plot to the Applicant. 

5. That the Applicant shall pay any charges (if any) for which they are liable under the relevant statute and shall clear all outstanding rent, rates and taxes (if any) on the property prior to the completion of sale. 

6. That the Applicant incorporates the area into his property and the boundary feature constructed shall be in accordance with the Planning & Development and the Building Control legislation.  

7. That the Applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees plus VAT and outlay.  

8. That the Applicant shall pay the Council’s Valuer fees of €800 (eight hundred euro) plus VAT.  

9. That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.  

10. That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council’s approval of the disposal.  

11. That the A/Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal agreements and may include further terms and conditions or make such reasonable alterations, additions and modifications thereto as she deems appropriate.  

12. That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place. 

13. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained. 

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Gallagher Group Properties in 1982 for open space purposes.
_____________________

Chief Executive”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of its freehold interest in an area of land measuring 310 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to Raheen Cottage, Nangor Road, Dublin 22 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/19/09 to the respective houseowner, Mr. Niall Nolan in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and as outlined in the foregoing report, which have been accepted by the Lessee.” 

The following two reports were taken in tandem with one another:

H8/0215
MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT   
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive and was CONSIDERED:
“Billing and Collection Statement

[image: image1.emf] Income Sources 2015 

 Billed Arrears 

@ 31 Dec 2014 

 Adopted 

Budget 2015 

 Billed to 

29th Jan 2015 

 Rec'ts/Credits 

to 29th Jan 

2015 

 GL Arrears               

@ 29th Jan 

2015 

 % of Budget 

Income 

Achieved 

Via Billing Systems

Commercial Rates €30,856,095€123,006,600€123,063,923€1,027,454€152,892,564100%

Entry Year Property Levy (PEL)€230,650€119,000€0€0€230,6500%

Housing Rents at 23.01.2015€7,019,366€19,340,000€1,128,520€1,060,803€7,087,0836%

Via Cash Systems

NPPR Chargen/a€300,000n/a€0€00%

Planning Feesn/a€580,000n/a€48,350€08%

Fire Certificatesn/a€140,000n/a€36,742€026%

Parking Feesn/a€600,000n/a€5,620€01%

€38,106,111€144,085,600€142,383,057€149,683,658€47,514,844

Irish Water excl €680k advance pmt€8,374,315€8,941,200€0€0€8,374,3150%


[image: image2.emf]Category

NumbersAmounts% of Accounts

YearBal O/SYearBal O/S

Accounts not in Arrears

4,329         -€1,027,664

41%2015€122,942,45880%2014€89,37357%

0-12 weeks2,695           

€520,365

25%2014€16,699,08711%2013€77,32620%

13-18 weeks587               

€401,999

5%2013€6,207,6494%2012€011%

19-24 weeks425               

€417,559

4%2012€3,268,2222%2011€50,2746%

25-52 weeks1,158           

€1,944,825

11%2011€1,998,3071%2010€2,2803%

1 - 2 years704               

€2,272,828

7%2010€1,066,0921%2009€10,5001%

Greater then 2 years780               €2,557,1717%Pre 2010€710,7500%Pre 2009€8961%

Totals10,678       7,087,083  

100%€152,892,565100%€230,650100%

Average Rent41.92

 Rents Aged Debt  Rates Aged Debt  PEL Aged Debt 


Use of overdraft facility

Approved overdraft facility = €13,000,000

No of days in Overdraft from 1st January to 30th January = 0”

	Objective 1 

	“Maintain a supportive business environment with job creation and retention at its heart 

	First meeting of Economic SPC held. Nominees agreed for steering and advisory group for LECP. Working Group on economic/business matters established. LEO approvals committee met on 20th January. 

	Objective 2 

	Work with enterprise support agencies to increase foreign direct investment in South Dublin County 

	Marketing Brochure for Grange Castle Business Park substantially complete. Promotional video commissioned and due for completion before end of February. 

New website being designed.

	Objective 3 

	Manage the assets of South Dublin County Council in a way that supports economic development 

	Comprehensive review of land availability currently underway in the context of the implementation of the Social Housing Strategy. Assessment of future requirements of industrial land bank also underway. 

	Objective 4 

	Maximise the contribution of arts, libraries, heritage and the Irish language to quality of life and our tourism experience 

	Events Programming for 2015 agreed. Enterprise Week 11th – 15th May planning in progress. Staff training on business reference scheduled for March.  Advisory Committee for Red Line Book Festival established.

SnaG programme signed off on in conjunction with Aras Chronain.

Tender documents for Mobile Library agreed and ready to go to tender.

	Objective 5 

	Put in place a tourism strategy focussed on new product and brand development 

	Meeting of Tourism Steering Group held on 22nd January. Final draft Strategy will be presented to the Group in mid March. Expressions of Interest invited for operation of proposed retail opportunity located within Clondalkin Round Tower Visitors Centre. 

	

	


Land Use, Planning and Transportation 
	Objective 1 

	Implement an Annual Road Works Programme of maintenance and improvements 


	2015 Road/ Footpath Programme being prepared for circulation in February. Public Consultation on 30kph residential speed limit recently concluded with report being prepared for Council consideration. 

	Objective 2 

	Maintain a professional planning and development management structure and processes 



	County Development Pre—draft Public Consultation Report and Special council meetings scheduled for February.

	Objective 3 

	Promote all modes of transport including walking and cycling to improve the movement of people within and beyond the county 


	2015 Sustainable Transport Measures Programme discussed with NTA and awaiting Ministerial Approval. Works ongoing on cycle facilities at Elmbrook, Ballyowen Roundabout and N4 at Palmerstown. 

	Objective 4 

	Invest in Sustainable Communities and Quality of Life Initiatives 



	Tenders received for Village Enhancement Works at Palmerstown. Tenders due for Village Enhancement Works in Newcastle. Road Noise Assessment Consultants appointed and undertaken study across the County

	

	


Housing, Social and Community Development

	Objective 1 

	Put in place a three year programme to supply social housing in the context of the Social Housing Strategy 2020 


	Assessment of land bank completed and being presented to Area Meetings. Meetings with AHB’s held to establish interest and capacity in terms of deliver under the National Social Housing Strategy and the Housing Disability Strategy. 

	Objective 2 

	Take a leadership role in social inclusion and interagency co-operation 


	Evaluation of SIAP funding tenders completed with final report to issue to LCDC in February. Workshop on community pillar of 6 year LECP held. Three meetings with Gardai held on ASB issues.

	Objective 3 

	Promote health, wellbeing, recreation and activity to improve quality of life 


	New Sports Development Programme designed for consideration by SPC. Steering Group established to help Tallaght attain “Healthy City” status in conjunction with the HSE.

	Objective 4 

	Facilitate community leadership and development through community engagement and empowerment 


	PPN structure in place and linkage groups indentified. Arrangements for St. Patricks Day Festival for Tallaght supported and finalised. Events for Lucan Clondalkin progressed.”

	

	


Supporting Performance Statistics 



The report was NOTED.

H9/0215
2015 ANNUAL SERVICE DELIVERY PLAN

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive and was CONSIDERED:
2015 Annual Service Delivery Plan 
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor W. Lavelle who proposed the following amendment on the proposal of the report, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and AGREED by the Members:  
“That the resolution to adopt the Annual Service Delivery Plan be amended to include a request to the Chief Executive to enhance the role of elected members in considering and approving annual programmes of local works proposed by each Department, particularly in the area of roads and public realm.”

In the discussion which followed Mr. McLoughlin confirmed that annual works programmes for roads and parks would be presented to the full council for consideration. 
The 2015 Annual Service Plan was ADOPTED unanimously.  

H10/0215
FILLING OF VACANCY ON THE DUBLIN 12 LOCAL DRUGS TASK FORCE FOLLOWING THE RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR D. LOONEY FROM THE TASK FORCE (CLLR. F. WARFIELD)

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd January 2015:

"A vacancy exists on the Dublin 12 Local Drugs Task Force following the resignation of Councillor D. Looney from the Task Force, and it is a matter for the Council to nominate a replacement to fill the vacancy.

This is now before the Members for their consideration.”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:
'That Councillor F. Warfield be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Dublin 12 Local Drugs Task Force arising from the resignation of Councillor D. Looney from the Task Force.'

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:
“That Councillor F. Warfield be appointed to the vacancy on the Dublin 12 Local Drugs Task Force arising from the resignation of Councillor D. Looney from the Task Force.”

H11/0215
VARIATION IN COUNCILLOR MEMBERSHIP OF DUBLIN & DÚN LAOGHAIRE EDUCATION & TRAINING BOARD

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management and was CONSIDERED:
“At the July 2014 meeting of the Council, Members appointed Councillor Liona O’Toole, Councillor Mick Duff, Councillor Anne-Marie Dermody and Councillor Louise Dunne to the Dublin and Dún Laoghaire ETB.

At the December 2014 meeting of the Council a report was presented to the Members regarding the requirement under Section 7 of SI 271 of 2014 to have a gender balance of two female and two male councillors from South Dublin County Council on the Board. The Members expressed their dissatisfaction with the Department’s requirement of a gender balance as they stated that South Dublin County Council is quite content with the current membership and requesting flexibility in this matter. Members also requested that the regulations governing the composition of Local Authority membership be amended.

Following discussions, the Department have confirmed that their position in respect of the format for the gender balance as specified in regulation 271 of 2014 remains unchanged.

As South Dublin County Council have not nominated representatives to the Board of Dublin & Dun Laoghaire Educational Training Board (DDLETB) in accordance with Section 7 of SI 271 of 2014, the Department have stated that the matter should now be regularised as soon as possible.

Until this matter is resolved, any decision made by the current Board of Dublin & Dun Laoghaire Educational Training Board is open to legal challenge.

The Members are now asked to nominate representatives to the Board of Dublin & Dun Laoghaire ETB in accordance with the regulations i.e. four members of which two to be male and two to be female. “
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. King, D. Richardson, C. O’Connor, P. Kearns, F. Warfield, J. Lahart and W. Lavelle.  The Members expressed their appreciation to the four original appointees, Councillors A-M. Dermody, L. Dunne, L. O’Toole and M. Duff.
Councillor C. O’Connor requested clarification as to whether the nomination process was for the full complement of four nominees to the Board.

The Mayor Councillor F. Warfield confirmed that it was for four nominees.

Councillor C. King proposed, Councillor F. Warfield seconded and the Members AGREED that Councillor Louise Dunne be re-appointed to the Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board.

Councillor D. Richardson proposed, Councillor F. Warfield seconded and the Members AGREED that Councillor Liona O’Toole be re-appointed to the Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board.

Councillor P. Kearns proposed, Councillor F. Warfield seconded and the Members AGREED that Councillor Mick Duff be re-appointed to the Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board.

Councillor W. Lavelle proposed, Councillor F. Warfield seconded and the Members AGREED that Councillor Colm Brophy be appointed to the Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board.
H12/0215
EXTERNAL MEMBER NOMINATIONS TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENTERPRISE & TOURISM STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management and was CONSIDERED:
“(i) EXTERNAL MEMBER NOMINATIONS TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, ENTERPRISE & TOURISM SPC
South Dublin Chamber of Commerce may nominate two persons to the Economic Development, Enterprise and Tourism Strategic Policy Committee.

The Chamber has nominated Mr. Garrett Robinson, member of the board of SD Chamber of Commerce and employee of SIAC.

Dr. Damien Roche, Head of School of Business and Humanities in the Institute of Technology Tallaght has been nominated by the Institute of Technology Tallaght.

(Ii) EXTERNAL MEMBER NOMINATION TO HOUSING SPC
The Irish Congress of Trade Unions may nominate one person to the Housing Strategic Policy Committee.
Accordingly ICTU have nominated the following:
Ms Betty Tyrrell Collard, c/o Department of Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation, 23 Kildare St., Dublin 2.”
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole and RESOLVED:
“That Mr. Garrett Robinson, member of the board of SD Chamber of Commerce and employee of SIAC, Dolcain House, Monastery Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 be appointed to the Economic Development, Enterprise and Tourism Strategic Policy Committee.

That Dr. Damien Roche, Head of School of Business and Humanities in the Institute of Technology Tallaght, be appointed to the Economic Development, Enterprise and Tourism Strategic Policy Committee.

That Ms Betty Tyrrell Collard, c/o Department of Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation, 23 Kildare St., Dublin 2 be appointed to the Housing Strategic Policy Committee.”

H13/0215
INDEXATION OF DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME 2013-2015

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation and was CONSIDERED:
“Section 48 Development Contribution Scheme
The Council’s Section 48 Development Contribution Scheme provides for annual indexation in accordance with the Wholesale Price Index in respect of planning permissions granted prior to 1st January 2013 and in accordance with the Tender Price Index thereafter. These indices increased by 1.6% and 4.4% respectively, according to the most recent figures available.

The current levy rates are:-

Residential Development                                 € 85.06 per sq metre

Industrial/Commercial Development                 € 78.68 per sq metre

Levies collected under the Section 48 Scheme fund Roads infrastructure and facilities, Community facilities and amenities, Parks and open spaces facilities and amenities and Surface Water infrastructure.

Recommendation 
With the approval of the Elected Members, the indexation clauses have not been applied to the Scheme since 2009, due to prevailing economic conditions.

While there are signs of an improvement in both economic conditions and potential for development activity, it is considered that it is premature to increase levy rates pending a more sustainable recovery position. It is also Government policy that Planning Authorities reduce and maintain levies at the lowest possible rate to help facilitate economic recovery.

Accordingly, it is proposed subject to the approval of the Elected Members, not to implement the indexation clauses of the Scheme for 2015.”
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council do not implement the indexation clauses of the Development Contribution Scheme for 2015.”

H14/0215
REVISED APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME FROM NORTH AND EAST HOUSING ASSOCIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PROPERTY AT THE VESTRY (SERVITE PRIORY), KILTIPPER ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive, and was CONSIDERED:
“At the County Council meeting of 14th July 2014 the granting of assistance for €380,700 under the Capital Assistance Scheme to North & East Housing Association for the purchase of a property at The Vestry (Servite Priory), Kiltipper Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 was approved.

A revised application has been received from North and East Housing Association for assistance under the Capital Assistance Scheme to €436,050 in respect of revised refurbishment costs.

The increased funding has been approved by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government by letters dated 13th January 2015.

The development will be used to house residents from Our Lady of Good Counsel Centre in Ballyboden; this will enable them to live with some form of independence and to become active members in the community. The centre will have support staff resident in the development and the planned adaption works to the development will meet the housing needs of the residents. The cost of the adaption works is included in the allocation of €436,050.

Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Assistance Scheme is a reserved function of the Council.

Accordingly, the following motion is required:

"That this Council recommends that the application for a revised loan in the amount of €436,050 under the Capital Assistance Scheme to North and East Housing Association for purchase of a property at The Vestry (Servite Priory), Kiltipper Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 be approved”.”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and RESOLVED:
“That this Council recommends that the application for a revised loan in the amount of €436,050 under the Capital Assistance Scheme to North and East Housing Association for purchase of a property at The Vestry (Servite Priory), Kiltipper Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 be approved.”
H15/0215
ETHICS IN PUBLIC OFFICE

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Community, and was CONSIDERED:
“LG 2/2015

30 January 2015

Part 15 – Local Government Act 2001

Revised Annual Declaration Forms

Dear Chief Executive

The main purpose of this circular is –

 to bring to your attention the revised Annual Declaration Forms provided for with

immediate effect by recently made regulations under Part 15 of the Local

Government Act 2001 (the Act) arising from recent recommendations made by the

Standards in Public Office Commission, and

 to remind local authorities about the importance of the ethical framework in local

government and its requirements.

While there are no substantial changes to most of the requirements of the local

government ethical framework, all relevant documentation, revised to reflect the recent

regulations and other legislative changes (e.g. section 13 of the Act in relation to

disqualification from membership of local authorities; section 166 of the Act in relation to

connected persons, etc.) is being issued in full for completeness and ease of reference.
Appendix 1 to this circular sets out a summary of the essential features of Part 15 of the

Act. Appendix 2 summarises the main elements of the ethics framework for the

assistance of Chief Executives and for the Ethics Registrars.

Part 15 of the Act sets out the ethical framework for all those involved in the local

government service, both members and employees. This framework imposes a

statutory duty on all in the service to maintain proper standards of integrity, conduct and

concern for the public interest.

The purpose of the ethical framework is to support and promote the long tradition of

honesty, impartiality and prioritisation of the common good that underlies the service of

communities by local authorities. The framework –

(a) sets out clearly for members and employees the standards of conduct expected of

them and which must be adhered to on an ongoing basis; and

(b) enables compliance with those standards to be demonstrated to the public, thereby

upholding public confidence in the system of local government.

Annual Declarations

Following the making of the Local Government Act 2001 (Part 15) Regulations 2015 (SI

No. 29 of 2015), in order to implement recent recommendations made by the Standards

in Public Office Commission, your attention is drawn in particular to the revised legal

requirement for Annual Declarations to be furnished at the beginning of each year.

1 Revised Annual Declaration Forms

The prescribed annual declaration form has now been revised for both Councillors and relevant Employees under the Act to declare they have read–
 the Code of Conduct for Councillors, or as appropriate

 the Code of Conduct for Employees,

and understand its meaning.
2. Additional requirements for Ethics Registrars
Ethics Registrars are now required to issue a copy of the relevant Code of Conduct with all Annual Declaration Forms that accompany the annual notice and make and maintain a record of each elected member and relevant employee in receipt of such a notice. A revised suggested notice for issue by the Ethics Registrar to –
 councillors, requiring submission of Annual Declaration is attached at Appendix 3
 employees, requiring submission of Annual Declaration is attached at Appendix 4.
3. In summary each Chief Executive should in future –
 ensure that the relevant Codes of Conduct and revised Annual Declaration Forms are issued by the Ethics Registrar to all councillors and relevant employees as soon as practicable in January 2015, and in subsequent years these should issue in the first week of January or as soon thereafter in that month as is practicable.

 ensure that all Ethics Registrars maintain accurate records of the supply of copies of the relevant Code of Conduct to all local authority members and relevant employees.

 note that the public register of interests is compiled from the annual declarations which must be returned by end February.
4. Under Section 171 of the 2001 Act, every member and relevant employee must prepare and furnish to the Ethics Registrar an Annual Declaration in writing containing –
 particulars of his or her declarable interests; and

 a declaration that they have read the Code of Conduct for Councillors and Employees and a further declaration that they understand its meaning, and

 an undertaking to have regard to and be guided by the relevant Code of Conduct in the exercise of his or her functions.
Regulations 6 and 7 of S.I. No. 29 of 2015 require the Ethics Registrar to notify, within the first week in January, or as soon afterwards in January as circumstances permit, each member and relevant employee about the need to comply with this requirement by the last day of February of each year and to enclose the Annual Declaration Form (which has been provided to local authorities in both Irish and English).
Please note that a person may not serve as Ethics Registrar for a continuous period of more than 2 years.
Under section 172 of the Act, the Ethics Registrar is required to maintain a Public Register containing, among other information, the particulars contained in the Annual Declarations. Section 174 of the Act sets out in greater detail the duty of the Ethics Registrar.

Replacement of Circular LG 26/04

This circular updates and replaces circular LG 26/04 of 13 December 2004.

Revised –

 notes on Part 15 of Local Government Act 2001 for Councillors are attached at Appendix 5,

 notes on Part 15 of Local Government Act 2001 for Relevant Employees are

attached at Appendix 6,

 notes on Part 15 of Local Government Act 2001 for Non-Councillor Members of Local Authority Committees are attached at Appendix 7,

 Annual Declaration Forms, in Irish and in English, for elected members and relevant employees are attached at Appendix 8.

These revisions take account of legislative changes since the issuing of circular LG 26/04 of 13 December 2004. In this context the previous –
 suggested notices for issue by Ethics Registrar requiring submission of the Annual Declaration by members and relevant employees,

 notes on Part 15 of Local Government Act 2001 for councillors, relevant employees and non-councillor members of local authority committees, and

 Annual Declaration Forms attached to circular LG 26/04 should not be used with effect from January 2015.
A copy of the Local Government Act 2001 (Part 15) Regulations 2015 (SI No. 29 of 2015) is attached at Appendix 9 for reference.
A copy of this circular, which is available on the SharePoint system, including –
 all appendices should be given to each elected member and to all relevant employees.
 appendices 1 and 7, together with a copy of the Code of Conduct for Councillors, should be given to each non-councillor member of local authority committees.

Queries
Any queries in relation to this circular may be directed to Jeanette Young (Local 
Government Policy Section) at Jeanette.young@environ.ie or 01-888 2728.
If your query relates to staff grades prescribed for purposes of Part 15 or any personnel aspects arising from its implementation please contact –
 Neil Maher (Local Government HR Section) at neil.maher@environ.ie or 053-911 7433, or


 Peter Connaughton (Local Government HR Section) at peter.connaughton@environ.ie or 
053-911 7496
Yours sincerely

Sean O’Suilleabhain

Local Government Policy

Phone: 01 888 2800

Fax: 01 888 2643

Email: sean.osuilleabhain@environ.ie

To each Chief Executive

CC Ethics Registrars, AILG and LAMA”
The report was NOTED.


Appendix 1to Circular LG 8/2015



 HYPERLINK "http://intranet/cmas/documentsedit.aspx?id=42923&itemTxt=H-I15" 

Appendix 3 Notice to Members

Appendix 7 Notice to non Councillor Committee Members
Appendix 8 Ethics Declaration Forms


 HYPERLINK "http://intranet/cmas/documentsedit.aspx?id=42923&itemTxt=H-I15" 

Appendix 9 SI 29 of 2015

CORRESPONDENCE 
Ministerial

Co1/0215
Letter, dated 11/12/14, from Minister for the Environment in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding Request for a Review of the Litter Pollution Acts (M5/1014)

Co2/0215
Letter, dated 12/12/14, from Minister for the Environment regarding SDCC's 2 x Questions asked in relation to National Collective of Community Based Women's Networks (Q37/1014, & Q40/1014)

Co3/0215
(i)  Letter, dated 17/12/14, from Minister for the Environment in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding the Gateway scheme (M2/1114);

(ii) Acknowledgement, dated 18/12/14, from Minister for Social Protection.
Co4/0215
Letter, dated 17/12/14, from Minister for the Environment regarding Amending the Constitution to Prohibit Privatisation of Water Services (M19/1114)

Co5/0215
Letter, dated 17/12/14, from Minister for Environment in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding Scrapping of Water Charge (M27/1114)

Co6/0215
Letter, dated 05/01/15, from Minister for the Environment in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding Installation of Water Meters (M11/1114)

Co7/0215
Letter, dated 07/01/15, from Minister for Environment in relation to SDCC's Suspensory Motion passed regarding EU Water Framework Directive (SM1/1214)

Co8/0215
Letter, dated 07/01/15, from Minister for Environment in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding Funding for Women's Support Networks and Traveller Development Projects (M30/1214)

Co9/0215
(i) Letter, dated 08/01/15, from the Insolvency Payments Unit of the Dept. of Social Protection, in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding Informal Insolvency (M3/1214);

(ii) Letter, dated 08/01/15, from Tánaiste & Minister for Social Protection acknowledging receipt of SDCC's letter in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding Informal Insolvency.

Co10/0215
Letter, dated Letter, dated 13/01/15, from Minister for Skills, Research & Innovation in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding Opposition to the Annual Student Contribution - Apprentices (M9/1014)

Co11/0215
(i)  Letter, dated 13/01/15, from Minister for Environment in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding Water Charges (M28/1114);

(ii) Letter, dated 09/01/15, from Minister for Finance acknowledging SDCC's letter and referring to Minister for Environment

Co12/0215
Letter, dated 15/01/15, from Minister of State at Dept. of Justice & Equality in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding Discrimination against LGBT Persons, and the Employment Equality Act (M1/1114)

Co13/0215
(i) Letter, dated 27/01/15, from Minister for Primary Care, Social Care (Disabilities & Older People) & Mental Health, Ms Kathleen Lynch, in response to SDCC's motion passed in relation to Funding for Teenline Ireland (M12/1214);

(ii) Letter, dated 20/01/15, from the National Director for Mental Health at the Health Service Executive in relation to SDCC's motion passed regarding TeenLine;

(iii) Letter, dated 15/01/15, from Office of the Director General of the Health Service referring SDCC's letter to the National Director for Mental Health;

(iv) Letter, dated 09/01/15, from Minister for Children & Youth Affairs referring SDCC's letter to Minister Reilly to Ms Kathleen Lynch, Minister of State.

Departmental

Co14/0215
Circular LG 1/2015 AL 1/2015 regarding general policy guidelines issued by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government on the making of integrated Local Economic and Community Plans (LECPs)  [Includes Guidelines]

Co15/0215
(i)  Circular Housing 5/2015 Housing Allocation Schemes - Dublin

(ii) Ministerial Direction Housing Allocation Schemes - Dublin

Other

Co16/0215
Letter, dated 05/01/15, from Carlow Co. Council in relation to their motion passed regarding Cash for Gold shops

The above items of correspondence were NOTED.

M1/0215
MAYORS BUSINESS – GENDER RECOGNITION BILL 

 It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor B. Ferron:
“South Dublin County Council, while welcoming the publication of a long overdue Gender Recognition Bill, calls on government to accept the changes proposed by Transgender rights group TENI, members of the Oireachtas, and others. This will ensure the new legislation respects the self-determination of Transgender people and is rooted firmly in a human rights approach and international best practice.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the Minister for Justice and Equality and upon receipt, a copy of their reply will be circulated to the Members.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Warfield, F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin, M. Devine, P. Kearns, M. Duff, J. Lahart, C. Brophy, D. Looney, G. O’Connell, P. Gogarty, C. O’Connor and C. King.

The motion was AGREED.
M2/0215
MAYORS BUSINESS – MANCHESTER  MARTYRS 

 It was proposed Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:
“That this Council engages with the appropriate authorities in an effort to return the remains of the Manchester Martyrs - William Phillip Allen, Michael Larkin and Michael O’Brien, with a view to ensuring their burial in Glasnevin Cemetery prior to their 150th anniversary, where an unoccupied grave awaits.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the appropriate authorities and, upon receipt, a copy of their reply will be circulated to the Members.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Warfield, J. Lahart, D. Looney, G. O’Connell, C. Brophy and W. Lavelle.

Councillor J. Lahart enquired as to who the “appropriate authorities” are.

Councillor W. Lavelle stated that there is a Commemorations Unit of the Dept. Of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht that may deal with repatriation of remains of Irish people.

Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive responded to the Members queries, and informed the Members that the appropriate authorities are the Department of Justice and the Department of Foreign Affairs.  

The motion was AGREED.

M3/0215
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE BY ELECTORAL AREA FOR COMMUNITY PROJECTS

It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, Councillor G. O'Connell, Councillor L. O'Toole, seconded by Cllr Timmons
“That the Chief Executive provides a detailed report of Council spending between 2004 and 2009 per electoral area and between 2009 and 2014 per electoral area, outlining from highest contribution to lowest the income gained from the area directly through development levies, rates and other sources of income and outlining from highest to lowest the spend in real terms and per head of population on capital and current projects, grants and other quantifiable resource allocations; and furthermore, should one area be found to have received a significantly lower allocation than other electoral areas, that this Council resolves to redress this historic imbalance by means of budgeting for and fast-tracking one significant and major community and sporting project as agreed by Local Area Councillors, following public input through a consultation process. This should ideally give priority consideration to projects previously budgeted for by the Council, but scrapped due to funding considerations (eg a public swimming pool in the Lucan Electoral Area).”
REPORT:
“The following information is available in respect of income from commercial rates relating to the period 2004 to 2014.  Income from development levies and other sources are not available by electoral area.  Expenditure for the period 2004 to 2014 was accounted for by Division, service and sub-service in accordance with the prescribed statutory budget framework.  In addition expenditure is accounted for by type (e.g. advertising) in accordance with the DECLG prescribed national chart of accounts framework.  Expenditure is not charged by electoral area and it is not therefore available in this format for the period 2004 to 2014.   
The three year capital programme 2015 to 2017 was considered and noted by the members at the council meeting on the 8th December 2014 and details relating to the capital projects which were prioritised for delivery during the period is available on CMAS and members net.”

Commercial Rates Bills 2004-2014:

	Electoral District
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	Total 2004-2009

	Clondalkin Monastery
	€10,649,431
	€11,367,273
	€11,954,117
	€12,621,202
	€11,636,602
	€12,134,163
	€70,362,789

	Tallaght Springfield
	€9,458,898
	€10,429,562
	€11,268,043
	€12,553,657
	€11,636,688
	€12,464,216
	€67,811,064

	Utilities
	€3,103,681
	€3,185,573
	€15,774,096
	€16,522,136
	€13,295,076
	€13,632,500
	€65,513,062

	Palmerstown West
	€6,325,316
	€7,061,927
	€8,223,880
	€8,533,725
	€11,995,474
	€12,228,221
	€54,368,544

	Clondalkin Ballymount
	€7,202,021
	€7,705,148
	€7,716,243
	€8,199,539
	€8,497,417
	€8,587,821
	€47,908,188

	Tallaght Kilnamanagh
	€5,781,369
	€6,209,962
	€6,617,013
	€7,021,297
	€6,542,682
	€6,934,452
	€39,106,775

	Tallaght Fettercairn
	€4,914,731
	€5,163,555
	€5,348,277
	€5,998,420
	€6,669,967
	€7,601,764
	€35,696,714

	Tallaght Kingswood
	€3,814,190
	€4,309,297
	€4,660,028
	€5,206,137
	€4,827,773
	€4,941,237
	€27,758,661

	Newcastle
	€2,569,943
	€2,789,299
	€3,433,545
	€4,355,291
	€6,563,814
	€7,125,866
	€26,837,758

	Clondalkin Dunawley
	€2,305,664
	€4,310,556
	€4,467,251
	€4,634,304
	€4,527,902
	€4,544,715
	€24,790,393

	Lucan-Esker
	€1,957,746
	€2,580,675
	€2,824,453
	€3,121,777
	€3,460,920
	€4,167,026
	€18,112,596

	Clondalkin Moorefield
	€2,399,438
	€2,534,763
	€2,651,877
	€2,737,844
	€2,694,839
	€2,775,237
	€15,793,998

	Lucan St Helens
	€1,681,194
	€1,822,506
	€2,287,063
	€2,409,936
	€2,715,172
	€2,490,577
	€13,406,449

	Tallaght Tymon
	€1,718,572
	€1,883,053
	€2,034,064
	€2,102,624
	€2,028,056
	€2,035,186
	€11,801,554

	Tallaght Oldbawn
	€1,209,699
	€1,270,145
	€2,018,939
	€2,157,556
	€2,340,375
	€2,465,028
	€11,461,742

	Saggart
	€1,355,193
	€2,035,968
	€2,065,467
	€2,054,776
	€1,628,022
	€1,627,629
	€10,767,055

	Palmerstown Village
	€1,475,129
	€1,553,731
	€1,607,879
	€1,738,191
	€1,736,358
	€1,763,673
	€9,874,961

	Clondalkin Village
	€1,309,933
	€1,372,919
	€1,668,867
	€1,722,383
	€1,726,143
	€1,767,218
	€9,567,463

	Tallaght Jobstown
	€482,366
	€625,740
	€1,162,540
	€1,448,179
	€1,692,822
	€2,333,933
	€7,745,580

	Terenure St James
	€1,080,902
	€1,138,218
	€1,154,734
	€1,267,949
	€1,298,073
	€1,283,895
	€7,223,771

	Terenure Cherryfield
	€792,928
	€855,965
	€869,328
	€901,702
	€932,803
	€933,472
	€5,286,197

	Tallaght Glenview
	€878,692
	€919,514
	€832,154
	€806,487
	€592,543
	€608,336
	€4,637,726

	Rathcoole
	€518,424
	€568,762
	€571,493
	€704,731
	€995,191
	€1,004,770
	€4,363,372

	Tallaght Belgard
	€416,359
	€437,163
	€439,801
	€458,162
	€1,382,078
	€1,228,418
	€4,361,980

	Rathfarnham Village
	€656,330
	€685,275
	€700,120
	€737,538
	€654,301
	€647,671
	€4,081,236

	Lucan Heights
	€634,247
	€678,276
	€623,320
	€644,636
	€669,484
	€701,700
	€3,951,664

	Firhouse Village
	€449,873
	€487,177
	€501,033
	€524,598
	€587,433
	€592,953
	€3,143,066

	Rathfarnham Butterfield
	€333,614
	€350,768
	€372,424
	€382,210
	€384,209
	€398,180
	€2,221,406

	Templeogue Kimmage Manor
	€408,869
	€433,454
	€446,725
	€272,232
	€274,415
	€276,211
	€2,111,906

	Rathfarnham Ballyroan
	€274,151
	€289,354
	€302,357
	€314,954
	€328,434
	€332,969
	€1,842,220

	Templeogue Village
	€264,613
	€279,164
	€290,009
	€301,636
	€301,965
	€306,037
	€1,743,424

	Bohernabreena
	€401,200
	€427,528
	€203,354
	€206,212
	€215,069
	€261,067
	€1,714,431

	Rathfarnham St Endas
	€277,375
	€291,940
	€272,638
	€282,856
	€276,547
	€278,497
	€1,679,852

	Tallaght Kiltipper
	€147,751
	€153,948
	€193,881
	€267,602
	€366,066
	€439,227
	€1,568,476

	Edmondstown
	€255,038
	€263,783
	€259,109
	€268,820
	€251,089
	€259,330
	€1,557,169

	Ballinascorney
	€147,246
	€154,604
	€302,096
	€325,228
	€292,984
	€296,805
	€1,518,962

	Templeogue Osprey
	€247,286
	€264,490
	€225,355
	€232,736
	€264,294
	€264,103
	€1,498,265

	Firhouse Knocklyon
	€222,668
	€233,795
	€223,893
	€232,284
	€241,624
	€250,927
	€1,405,191

	Rathfarnham Hermitage
	€214,446
	€229,199
	€152,891
	€164,335
	€170,455
	€164,707
	€1,096,033

	Firhouse Ballycullen
	€188,569
	€198,184
	€141,697
	€147,425
	€143,756
	€134,822
	€954,452

	Terenure Greentrees
	€134,963
	€142,734
	€148,228
	€156,872
	€168,478
	€169,405
	€920,680

	Tallaght Killinarden
	€296,068
	€311,311
	€51,659
	€53,595
	€99,884
	€103,517
	€916,035

	Tallaght Millbrook
	€124,001
	€130,197
	€134,916
	€137,326
	€167,902
	€170,044
	€864,386

	Ballyboden
	€120,403
	€127,445
	€64,039
	€62,822
	€80,913
	€83,359
	€538,982

	Templeogue Cypress
	€76,107
	€79,102
	€82,656
	€85,754
	€95,301
	€96,986
	€515,906

	Templeogue Limekiln
	€90,212
	€94,720
	€98,976
	€63,383
	€62,312
	€60,879
	€470,483

	Clondalkin Rowlagh
	€84,458
	€88,678
	€65,908
	€75,031
	€72,018
	€74,636
	€460,729

	Clondalkin-Cappa
	€40,561
	€42,588
	€54,149
	€54,511
	€85,990
	€103,156
	€380,954

	Tallaght Avonbeg
	€20,151
	€21,158
	€37,177
	€38,570
	€44,949
	€44,337
	€206,343

	Templeogue Orwell
	€59,446
	€62,417
	€19,303
	€20,026
	€18,480
	€22,264
	€201,936

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	€79,571,468
	€88,652,562
	€107,619,064
	€115,331,201
	€117,735,141
	€123,213,143
	€632,122,579


	
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	Total 2010-2014

	Utilities
	€14,793,403
	€15,400,055
	€14,926,157
	€14,931,120
	€15,243,132
	€75,293,867

	Tallaght Springfield
	€12,570,456
	€12,528,296
	€12,264,160
	€12,155,944
	€12,058,792
	€61,577,647

	Palmerstown West
	€11,980,565
	€11,906,131
	€11,773,606
	€11,667,496
	€11,316,604
	€58,644,402

	Clondalkin Monastery
	€11,509,557
	€11,408,011
	€11,111,680
	€11,106,058
	€11,132,349
	€56,267,655

	Clondalkin Ballymount
	€8,422,830
	€8,373,556
	€8,168,130
	€8,168,130
	€8,167,973
	€41,300,618

	Newcastle
	€7,677,807
	€8,105,075
	€8,084,040
	€7,914,523
	€8,013,575
	€39,795,018

	Tallaght Fettercairn
	€7,606,344
	€7,491,192
	€7,391,166
	€7,386,403
	€7,417,562
	€37,292,666

	Tallaght Kilnamanagh
	€6,838,138
	€6,831,548
	€6,698,030
	€6,698,030
	€6,704,761
	€33,770,507

	Clondalkin Dunawley
	€5,903,101
	€6,431,970
	€6,304,373
	€6,495,371
	€6,494,689
	€31,629,503

	Tallaght Kingswood
	€4,772,135
	€4,752,291
	€4,638,216
	€4,638,216
	€4,646,079
	€23,446,936

	Lucan-Esker
	€4,126,225
	€4,129,525
	€4,078,196
	€4,078,196
	€4,077,104
	€20,489,246

	Clondalkin Moorefield
	€2,685,547
	€2,637,793
	€2,570,651
	€2,566,860
	€2,567,959
	€13,028,809

	Tallaght Oldbawn
	€2,401,580
	€2,433,824
	€2,436,926
	€2,436,926
	€2,475,482
	€12,184,737

	Lucan St Helens
	€2,419,782
	€2,396,491
	€2,335,846
	€2,335,846
	€2,342,228
	€11,830,192

	Tallaght Jobstown
	€2,313,874
	€2,325,582
	€2,256,224
	€2,256,224
	€2,274,231
	€11,426,134

	Tallaght Tymon
	€1,921,108
	€1,909,161
	€1,855,073
	€1,855,144
	€1,855,073
	€9,395,559

	Clondalkin Village
	€1,813,517
	€1,814,252
	€1,765,630
	€1,765,630
	€1,816,401
	€8,975,431

	Palmerstown Village
	€1,705,300
	€1,691,025
	€1,661,790
	€1,661,790
	€1,661,773
	€8,381,678

	Saggart
	€1,495,439
	€1,701,986
	€1,712,621
	€1,712,621
	€1,712,621
	€8,335,289

	Terenure St James
	€1,263,659
	€1,251,006
	€1,224,101
	€1,150,100
	€1,148,139
	€6,037,005

	Tallaght Belgard
	€1,199,683
	€1,192,499
	€1,163,764
	€1,163,764
	€1,163,764
	€5,883,475

	Terenure Cherryfield
	€978,561
	€969,914
	€946,101
	€946,101
	€946,101
	€4,786,777

	Rathcoole
	€983,976
	€970,546
	€941,317
	€939,211
	€932,359
	€4,767,408

	Lucan Heights
	€683,170
	€679,257
	€661,755
	€661,755
	€652,440
	€3,338,379

	Tallaght Glenview
	€691,504
	€657,782
	€651,299
	€654,316
	€658,317
	€3,313,219

	Rathfarnham Village
	€627,449
	€623,680
	€608,652
	€608,652
	€608,652
	€3,077,085

	Firhouse Village
	€572,426
	€571,173
	€534,611
	€534,611
	€543,084
	€2,755,905

	Tallaght Kiltipper
	€397,874
	€435,742
	€425,242
	€425,242
	€422,217
	€2,106,317

	Rathfarnham Butterfield
	€379,426
	€377,154
	€365,785
	€365,785
	€365,785
	€1,853,933

	Rathfarnham Ballyroan
	€320,171
	€317,420
	€307,918
	€307,918
	€305,942
	€1,559,369

	Templeogue Village
	€298,878
	€296,831
	€289,679
	€289,679
	€289,679
	€1,464,746

	Templeogue Osprey
	€276,462
	€273,608
	€268,293
	€268,293
	€268,293
	€1,354,949

	Templeogue Kimmage Manor
	€285,640
	€268,191
	€257,144
	€257,144
	€257,144
	€1,325,264

	Ballinascorney
	€270,286
	€268,668
	€262,194
	€262,194
	€259,756
	€1,323,097

	Rathfarnham St Endas
	€263,082
	€261,091
	€254,800
	€254,800
	€254,800
	€1,288,573

	Edmondstown
	€255,734
	€253,281
	€243,744
	€243,744
	€242,934
	€1,239,436

	Bohernabreena
	€248,643
	€243,301
	€237,439
	€237,439
	€237,439
	€1,204,260

	Firhouse Knocklyon
	€237,162
	€235,742
	€229,070
	€229,070
	€229,070
	€1,160,112

	Terenure Greentrees
	€168,638
	€170,187
	€160,698
	€160,698
	€160,698
	€820,917

	Tallaght Millbrook
	€166,066
	€165,072
	€155,825
	€155,825
	€155,825
	€798,612

	Rathfarnham Hermitage
	€153,406
	€151,543
	€147,891
	€147,891
	€158,486
	€759,218

	Firhouse Ballycullen
	€130,895
	€144,878
	€140,279
	€140,279
	€128,842
	€685,173

	Clondalkin-Cappa
	€108,041
	€107,394
	€104,806
	€104,158
	€110,654
	€535,052

	Tallaght Killinarden
	€101,095
	€100,490
	€98,068
	€98,068
	€98,068
	€495,790

	Templeogue Cypress
	€94,717
	€94,150
	€91,882
	€91,882
	€91,882
	€464,512

	Ballyboden
	€83,502
	€82,852
	€78,826
	€78,826
	€78,826
	€402,832

	Clondalkin Rowlagh
	€72,890
	€72,454
	€70,708
	€70,708
	€70,708
	€357,469

	Templeogue Limekiln
	€58,868
	€64,772
	€62,579
	€62,579
	€62,579
	€311,376

	Tallaght Avonbeg
	€43,300
	€43,040
	€42,003
	€42,003
	€42,003
	€212,350

	Templeogue Orwell
	€21,743
	€21,613
	€21,092
	€21,092
	€21,092
	€106,634

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	€124,395,664
	€125,635,104
	€123,082,089
	€122,806,365
	€122,945,978
	€618,855,140


A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor P. Gogarty, who stated that he found the report to be not adequate.

At this point in the meeting the Deputy Mayor Councillor L. O’Toole took the chair as Councillor Warfield had to leave the chamber.
The discussion continued with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, W. Lavelle, L. O’Toole, E. Ó Broin, E. O’Brien, P. Foley, J. Lahart, C. O’Connor and  C. King.
Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

The Mayor Councillor F. Warfield then resumed the chair.

M5/0215
FOXES

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor R. McMahon:
“That this Council undertakes a report in conjunction with the National Parks and Wildlife Services concerning the escalation in urban fox numbers in residential areas of this county and presents a detailed report to this Council.”
REPORT:
“Approaches have been made to the National Parks and Wildlife Service and mammal researchers in University College Dublin regarding information on the status of urban fox populations in South Dublin and in Dublin as a county. The indications are that while there has been no comprehensive survey of foxes in the urban area of this Council or the other Dublin Co. Councils, fox populations would not be considered to be in excess of those experienced in other urban centres.

The undertaking of a survey to determine the true extent of the fox population in South Dublin County would be a considerable task, as it would involve extensive ground survey work to determine locations of dens and the extent of fox territories. Undertaking radio tracking of individual foxes is seen as an effective but a very costly means by which to gain a true estimate of territories and family groups.

The engagement of urban foxes with human residents can be either a positive or a negative experience for both residents and foxes. This engagement is often actively encouraged by residents who entice foxes into their gardens in order to observe an element of wildlife they would not normally be in a position to observe in the urban setting. Unfortunately this engagement can sometimes lead to distress for neighbouring residents who would not view this species in the same light and who may feel a degree of fear or apprehension when they either see or hear foxes at night.

Foxes are top predators, feeding on a wide variety of prey species including rats and mice. They therefore have an active role in the control of these vermin species in the urban setting. However, they will also scavenge on discarded food items and will be drawn away from their natural prey to food specifically left out for them by residents who wish to engage with them in their gardens.

The types of discarded food items on which they scavenge can frequently cause health problems for individual foxes, resulting in the occurrence of mange and other intestinal problems for some. Issues of animal welfare relating to foxes should be referred to the DSPCA.

As top predators, fox numbers are limited by the availability of their prey species. Population size is therefore naturally managed. The intervention of residents by actively feeding foxes, often with inappropriate food items, interferes with this natural balance. Advice from animal experts is that foxes in the urban environment are best left to feed on their natural prey (rats, mice, rabbits etc), thereby assisting in the natural control of these vermin species.

Residents are also advised to remember that although foxes live in the urban environment, they are still wild animals and as such, they generally tend to avoid contact with humans. Residents are reminded that there are risks associated with interfering with this natural order and that foxes rarely, if ever, become tame enough to be docile pets. However, fears of some residents may be eased by knowing that the number of incidents involving problematic/aggressive interaction between foxes and humans is far less than that recorded between humans and domestic or feral dogs and cats.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, R. McMahon, D. O’Donovan, P. Kearns, C. O’Connor and D. Looney. 
Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation responded to Members queries.
The report was NOTED.

M6/0215
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield:

“That South Dublin County Council calls for the enactment of the Assisted Decision Making Bill 2013 in order to fulfil our requirements under Article 12 of the UN Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – Equal Recognition Before the Law.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister for Justice and Equality and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor F. Timmons.  
The motion was AGREED.

M7/0215
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
 It was proposed Councillor L. Dunne, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Council calls on the Minister for Justice & Equality, to create further legislative measures to protect women who are the victim of domestic violence.  Furthermore, for other relevant departments to commit to increasing funding for frontline services.  Although, there has been significant changes over the past number of decades in relation to domestic violence in Ireland, women are still not protected enough in their homes.  Ireland still has one of the highest rates in all of the countries in Europe for not meeting women’s needs when they seek assistance after the most serious incidents of violence by a partner.   Assault is a crime under Irish law; however, Domestic Violence is often treated differently.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors L. Dunne, W. Lavelle, D. O’Donovan, M. Duff, E. O’Brien, B. Leech, E. Higgins, P. Gogarty, J. Lahart, B. Bonner, D. Richardson, S. Holland, C. O’Connor and M. Genockey.
The motion was AGREED.

M8/0215
FLUORIDE IN PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY
 It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield:
“That this Council support the Motion calling for the removal of fluoride in the public water supply.
Ireland is the only Country in Europe and one of two in the world to permit the use of fluoride in the public water supply.
Putting fluoride in our drinking water cost over €4,000,000 per year and this money would be better put to use in social housing.”
REPORT:
“The mandatory fluoridation of Irish drinking water supplies is governed by The Health Act (Fluoridation of Water Supplies) 1960 [S.I. No. 46 of 1960] and the Fluoridation of Water Supplies Regulations 2007 (SI No. 42 of 2007). Therefore, the fluoridation of water supplies is ultimately a matter for the Minister for Health.

Water fluoridation is the controlled addition of fluoride to a public water supply to reduce tooth decay.  A 1994 World Health Organization expert committee suggested a level of fluoride from 0.5 to 1.0 mg/L (milligrams per litre), depending on climate. In Ireland the level of fluoride is between 0.6 and 0.8 mg/L having been reduced from between 0.8 and 1.0 mg/L approximately 5 years ago after a review by the Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health.  Bottled water typically has unknown fluoride levels, and some domestic water filters remove some or all fluoride.

Currently there is an independent body reviewing the fluoridation of Irish drinking water supplies on a continuous basis,  known as The Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health. A comprehensive up-to-date review can be found on their website www.fluoridesandhealth.ie.

The matter of fluoridation of water supplies was raised by South Dublin County Council with the Minister for Health in September 2012 on foot of a motion passed by the Members. A copy of the response is attached and at the following link; Ministers Letter September 2012
Irish Water now has sole responsibility for the delivery of water services. If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister for Health and Irish Water and, when received, copies of the replies will be circulated to the Members.”
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13 it was AGREED with the consent of the Members to vary the sequence of business and to take M25 (of similar subject matter) in tandem with this item:
M25/0215
FLUORIDATION
 It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield:
“That this Council records its opposition to the current policy of water fluoridation in Ireland, based on documented research that shows a decrease dental caries in all western countries irrespective of whether the water is fluoridated or not, as well as research which shows the effect of fluoride to be topical not systemic (ie works at the location not through the body);  calls on the Government to organise a national referendum on water fluoridation in the next 18 months, (possibly in tandem with another referendum), which will educate the public thoroughly on both sides of the debate and allow their voice to be heard on this important public health issue; and that a letter recording this resolution shall be forwarded directly to the Taoiseach and the Minister for the Environment and CC'd to all cabinet Ministers, requesting the matter to be discussed at cabinet level.”
REPORT:
“The mandatory fluoridation of Irish drinking water supplies is governed by The Health Act (Fluoridation of Water Supplies) 1960 [S.I. No. 46 of 1960] and the Fluoridation of Water Supplies Regulations 2007 (SI No. 42 of 2007). Therefore, the fluoridation of water supplies is ultimately a matter for the Minister for Health.

Water fluoridation is the controlled addition of fluoride to a public water supply to reduce tooth decay. A 1994 World Health Organization expert committee suggested a level of fluoride from 0.5 to 1.0 mg/L (milligrams per litre), depending on climate. In Ireland the level of fluoride is between 0.6 and 0.8 mg/L having been reduced from between 0.8 and 1.0 mg/L approximately 5 years ago after a review by the Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health. Bottled water typically has unknown fluoride levels, and some domestic water filters remove some or all fluoride.

Currently there is an independent body reviewing the fluoridation of Irish drinking water supplies on a continuous basis, known as The Irish Expert Body on Fluorides and Health. A comprehensive up-to-date review can be found on their website www.fluoridesandhealth.ie.

The matter of fluoridation of water supplies was raised by South Dublin County Council with the Minister for Health in September 2012 on foot of a motion passed by the Members. A copy of the response is attached and at the following link; Ministers Letter September 2012
Irish Water now has sole responsibility for the delivery of water services. If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister for Health and Irish Water and, when received, copies of the replies will be circulated to the Members.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. O’Brien, P. Gogarty, D. Looney, G. O’Connell, C. Brophy, M. Genockey, W. Lavelle, R. McMahon, B. Leech, P. Gogarty, J. Lahart, L. O’Toole, D. O’Donovan and P. Kearns.
A show of hands vote followed on each of the motions, the results of which were as follows:

Motion No. 8 (M8):

FOR:


11 (ELEVEN)

AGAINST:
 
  8 (EIGHT)

ABSTAINED:
  6 (SIX)

Motion No. 8 was CARRIED.

Motion No. 25 (M25):
FOR:


  5 (FIVE)

AGAINST:

17 (SEVENTEEN)

ABSTAINED:
  5 (FIVE)

Motion No. 25 FELL.
M19/0215
HIQA
The following motion in the name of Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield was MOVED without debate:
“That following recent revelations about care in homes for people with an Intellectual disability, SDCC calls on the Government to instruct HIQA to carry out un-announced inspections and to ensure HIQA has the necessary powers to conduct investigations (covert or otherwise) into all services dealing with Vulnerable people and introduce legislation establishing a Personal Advocacy Service with statutory powers to ensure respectful, dignified and person-centred/personal-choice led care practices in all disability services.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister for Health and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
M23/0215
SPORTS CAPITAL PROGRAMME

The following motion in the name of Councillor L. O’Toole, seconded by Councillor D. Looney was MOVED without debate:
“To request that the Chief Executive write to Minister Donohue to provide the following information with regard to Sports Capital Programme for the years 2008/2011/2012/2014

What was the highest single grant award for each year?

How many organisations applied for the grant?

How many applications where unsuccessful?

What was main/common reason for unsuccessful applications?

How much of the allocated Sports capital grants were not used?

What happens to the grants not used?”


REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be conveyed to the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport and upon receipt, a copy of his reply will be circulated to the Members.”
MOTIONS NOT REACHED: 

(M9)
GARDA RESOURCES 

Councillor C. O’Connor

That this council calls on the Minister for Justice to assign additional resources, personnel and vehicles to all Garda Stations in the South Dublin County Council Area to allow for ongoing effective action to be taken in respect of serious crime which has been reported throughout the area in recent times.

(M11)
CIVIC PRIDE WEEK
Councillor B. Leech

That the South Dublin County Council should initiate a civic pride week event that could be turned into a festive occasion and be held annually in spring. This event would include sports, community gardening, street clean-ups and musical activities.

(M12)
LOCAL PROPERTY TAX
Councillor C. Brophy

That this council calls on the Minster for Finance to postpone the scheduled review of residential property valuations under the LPT in 2016.

To freeze all current valuations till 2020. Allowing house prices to stabilize particularly in the Dublin area.

To increase the power of local councils to raise or lower the LPT by allowing for a 30% adjustment instead of the current 15%, in the lifetime of a council.

(M13)
SAFER INTERNET 

Councillor P. Donovan

That this council calls on the government to endorse and Launch the safer internet campaign iRights in Ireland.

IRights proposes 5 core protective online principals which have been drawn up based on translating the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child. 

Principal 1 is the “right to remove” – By adopting iRights in Ireland, when a young person reaches the age of 18, they will have access to easily delete any content that they themselves have created when they were perhaps too immature to know better (80% of all employers check online sites for details on job candidates)

Principal 2 is the “right to know” – By adopting this principal, it means that information about how our data may be used is designed into the technology we use daily and explained to children clearly rather than hidden in endless pages of obscure terms & conditions (e.g. We should be informed when Celebrities are being paid to endorse a product online)

Principal 3 is the right to “make informed and conscious choices” – Our children should understand that what happens online isn’t just down to their free will but is being manipulated through clever game design intent on making playing it addictive

Principal 4 is the “right to Safety & Support online” - That Our education policy values and supports access to internet safety for both Children and Parents

Principal 5 is the “right to digital literacy” – If our young people are to flourish in the future, they need to be able not just to use the internet and technology but also to understand how it all works.  That means learning to code, application development and cloud computing.  By endorsing iRights, our future technology learning strategy for our children will be developed.

IRights was developed in the UK and launched in December under the #we protect Conference hosted by PM David Cameron in response to the need to address the rights of Children in the Online world.   

By embracing iRights in Ireland, all citizens could sign up to demand the rights of Irish children in our online world

(M14)
COMMERCIAL RATES 

Councillor W. Lavelle
That this Council proposes to the Minister for Environment, Communities & Local Government that a review be carried-out of the legislation governing commercial rates, to afford local authorities more flexibility in devising locally-appropriate rate regimes, including to:

- Firstly, adopt a more progressive system of commercial rates with a both a general low level of ARV and a higher level applying to that part of a property valuation in excess of a certain amount; thereby allowing local authorities to target rates reductions for small and medium businesses;

- Secondly, identify a limited number of priority ‘Main Street’ commercial areas where a special, time-limited lower level of commercial rates could be applied to incentivise retailing and commerce and regenerate such areas in tandem with an approved plan.

(M16)
GRAFFITI
Councillor B. Bonner
In the light of the ever-worsening graffiti problem in our county and nationwide, this council calls on the government to enact legislation which would restrict the sale of aerosol spray-paint cans to people over twenty one years of age.
(M17)
ENERGY

Councillor D. O’Donovan
That this Council calls on the Energy Regulator to review the taxes and levies set by them with a view to reducing the crippling energy costs for consumers in this County.  Irish consumers have the fourth most expensive electricity in the EU and this is utterly unacceptable.

(M18)
BIN WAIVER

Councillor C. King
That this Council calls on the Minister to introduce the promised National Bin Charges Waiver Scheme as identified in the programme for Government without delay with a view to providing some relief to those Citizens the proposed scheme was purported to assist.
(M21)
TAXATION
Councillor G. O’Connell

This Council, concerned at the manner in which new charges, levies and taxes have been introduced in recent years, many of them by stealth and in addition to and on top of, already unfair charges, levies and taxes which have the cumulative effect of significantly undermining the quality of life of the average family, calls on An Taoiseach, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, if they are sincere in their declared policy of broadening the Tax Base, to reverse the current policy of punitive tax expansion under the guise of broadening the Tax Base, and initiate a root and branch overhaul of the Irish Taxation System that eliminates double taxation in all its forms and introduce instead an integrated system of Local and National Taxation that will be fair, equitable and sustainable and that is capable of providing realistic funding for Local Government based on the services and facilities best delivered at local level, that promotes solidarity at National level, that is linked, as all taxes should be, on ability to pay, that is progressive and transparent.   That the Chief Executive Officer write to An Taoiseach and Ministers concerned informing them of the decision of this Council and that the other County Council be forwarded a copy.

(M22)
VAT
Councillor W. Lavelle
That this Council calls for a reduction in the VAT rate on NEW residential construction from 13.5% to 9% to reduce house prices and stimulate residential construction.

(M24)
OPERATION TRANSFORMATION 

Councillor B. Bonner
That this council applauds the work of council staff who have been working with communities and with GAA clubs in our county to encourage the participation of a large number of our citizens in the Operation Transformation initiative.


The Meeting concluded at 7.00 pm


Signed: __________________________ 
Date: __________________________ 



 Mayor 

PAGE  
44

