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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Parks, Community, Housing, Environment)
HELD ON 21st NOVEMBER,  2005
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	Murphy, M

	Daly, M
	Neville, J

	Jones, C
	Warren, K

	King, C
	

	Maloney, E
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	J. Quinlivan, P. Murphy, M. Coleman, M. O Shaughnessy

	Administrative Officers
	T. O Neill, J. Kilgarriff, 

	Principal Environmental Health Officer
	D. O Brien

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	R. O' Dualaing, B. Kearney

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls


T/955/05
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 17th October, 2005 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 17th October,  2005 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

PARKS  BUSINESS

T/956/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1-10 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/957/05
KILTIPPER - PARK
Question: Councillor Jim Daly

“To ask the Manager to report progress on plans to develop the new Park at Kiltipper?”
Reply:

The Council is currently preparing an outline plan for the development of a park at this location.  At present the site is being surveyed in detail. 

It is intended to present the plan to the Area Committee in the near future.

T/958/05
SAGGART/RATHCOOLE AREAS – TREE PLANTING & PRUNING
Question: Councillor Jim Daly

“To ask the Manager to confirm plans for tree planting and pruning in the Saggart/Rathcoole area?”
Reply:

The Parks Department is currently preparing the Arboricultural Works Programme for 2005/06 which will include the Saggart / Rathcoole areas and this will be submitted to the next meeting of the Committee in December. 
T/959/05
DODDER PARK
Question: Councillor Jim Daly

“To ask the Manager to detail works on the Dodder Park in Tallaght South?



Reply:


The following is an outline of the works carried out in Dodder Valley Park in Tallaght South:-

· Firhouse Weir has been cleaned out and the banks damaged by the flood repaired. Open space adjacent to the Weir has been reinstated and a new anticycle gate has been installed to prevent motor bikes using the area . 

· New paths have been installed from Firhouse Weir as far as the Old Concrete Works Site 

· Landscaping of the Old Concrete works site is due to be completed in the next few weeks. The paths within the site are due to be surfaced in the next few weeks and the river banks and viewing mounds have been sown with a wildflower mix. The remaining areas will also be sown with a mixture of grass and wild flowers once the paths are complete. 

· It is also proposed to commence work on a path from Oldbawn Shopping Centre to Firhouse Road when suitable weather conditions prevail. 

T/960/05
DODDER LINEAR PARK
Question: Councillor Cathal King

“To ask the manager, to update the Committee on progress made in relation to the proposed Dodder LINEAR Park on lands approximately from Ellensborough Estate to the Old Bawn Bridge and not as previously answered last month as the Dodder Valley Park considering the question clearly referred to the proposed LINEAR Park, and can he/she make a statement on the matter?”
Reply:

‘Dodder Linear Park’ ‘Dodder Park’ and ‘Dodder Valley Park’,  are interchangeable terms used to describe the entire extent of the Dodder Valley which is owned by South Dublin County Council and currently extends from the boundary with Dublin City Council & Dun Laoghaire Rathdown at Lower Dodder Road to Oldbawn Bridge. 

It is an objective of the Council to extend the Dodder Valley Linear Park upstream from Oldbawn towards Bohernabreena.  

The achievement of this objective is dependent on possible land acquisition and future planning proposals in the area.

T/961/05
BONFIRES – TALLAGHT AREA

Question: Councillor Cathal King

“To ask the Manager, to ensure all remnants of bonfires in the Tallaght area are cleared up to the best of the Councils ability to ensure safety to citizens young and old who frequently use the public open spaces were these fires are normally built?”
Reply:

There has been substantial damage to open spaces and parks throughout the County as a result of the illegal bonfires constructed during the Halloween period. Parks staff are currently dealing with the burnt out material and the damage caused to public open spaces where these bonfires were located. The work will be finished as soon as possible.

T/962/05
BANCROFT AREA – ANTI SOCIAL ACTIVITY
Question: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to outline what measures could be taken including landscaping to prevent anti-social activity at *details supplied and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?”
Reply:

A hedgerow exists at this location. It is not proposed to cut this back as this would expose the back gardens to the park. The security of back garden boundaries would be a matter for individual householders to address.

Any antisocial activities should be referred to the Gardai for attention.

T/963/05
MAPLEWOOD DRIVE – TREE PLANTING

Question: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to have arranged the planting of trees at *details supplied  and will the Manager make a statement on the issue?.

Reply:

The planting of trees on the grass verges at Maplewood Drive, Springfield will be included in the forthcoming 2005-2006 Arboricultural Programme.

T/964/05
PRUNING OF TREES

Question: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to have arranged the pruning of the tree at details supplied  and will the Manager please note the damage that this tree has caused to the adjacent fencing and will the Manager confirm  that this tree has a preservation order  placed on it?”
Reply:

The trees situated at the location stated in the question Road are situated within the curtilage of private gardens. The pruning or removal of these trees would be a matter for the householders concerned in each case.  

The trees at this location are not covered by a Tree Preservation Order.

T/965/05
SCOIL CARMEL, FIRHOUSE

Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager what discussions have taken place between Scoil Carmel and the Parks Department in respect of granting permission to the school in question who use Council owned lands close to the school for recreational facilities, to outline the outcome of a meeting between the Parks Department and the school in question last May/June, and if Scoil Carmel now have permission to use these lands as a play area etc., and if he will make a statement on the matter?

Reply:

A request was made during the Summer by Scoil Carmel to use an area of Dodder Valley Linear Park for gaelic games  at the rear of the school.

An examination of this site was carried out but it is considered unsuitable because the area is currently undeveloped with very uneven  topography. In addition overhead power lines run through the middle of the site and these would pose a hazard to playing gaelic games in the area. Therefore it was not possible to grant permission to the school to use this area at present.

However there is an open space between Monalea and Woodlawn Park Estates in close proximity to the school which could be considered for use by the school.
T/966/05
OPEN SPACE BETWEEN CARRIGLEA AND CARRIGWOOD

Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager if he would organise a special clean-up of all broken glass and debris from the public open space between Carriglea and Carrigwood in Firhouse, and to identify any measures which South Dublin County Council can take to alleviate littering and anti-social behaviour on this open space and if will make a statement on the matter?”
Reply

Arrangements are in hand to have this area cleaned up in the near future. 

It is proposed to carry out pruning and removal of the remaining shrubberies around the perimeter of the site as part of the Draft 05/06 Arboricultural Works Programme.

T/967/05
REPORT ON DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FIELD AT KINGSWOOD
The following report which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Following from discussion of this item at the October meeting of the Committee further contact has been made with the Department of Education and Science Property Management Unit. 

The Department has stated that they have engaged an Architect for the purpose of submitting a planning application for the erection of perimeter fencing around the land. Some clean–up works have been carried out on the land in recent weeks.

A reply is still awaited to the Council’s letter on the substantive issue relating to the future use of the land. The matter is being pursued with the Department”.
Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. J. Kilgarriff, Administrative Officer spoke on the report.

Following discussion to which Councillors M. Daly and K. Warren contributed, Mr. J. Kilgarriff responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.  

T/968/05
REPORT ON BALLYMOUNT PARK CEMETERY
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.

“The following report was noted at the meeting of the October meeting of the Committee-“Following discussions with the Management  of the Cemetery regarding the ongoing problems relating to carparking it has been agreed  that the main gates of  the  cemetery will be closed by South Dublin County Council Staff in line with regular park opening hours.

In addition a barrier will be erected at the entrance to the cemetery and this will be closed each evening by the cemetery staff. 

A line of bollards will be placed from the main gates to the car park  entrance.

These arrangements will allow clubs and members of the public to park along the avenue and thus solve the inconvenience of cars parking in the surrounding estates and the resulting traffic problems”
The Members requested that  an estimate of the cost of the proposed works be prepared and forwarded to the  management of the Cemetaries Committee seeking a contribution from that body. 

The estimate has now been forwarded and a response is awaited”.

Mr. J. Kilgarriff, Administrative Officer spoke on the report.

Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, J. Neville, M. Daly and K. Warren contributed, Mr. J. Kilgarriff responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/969/05
NEW WORKS

Report on Tymon Athletic Sports Club – Proposed Pavilion in Tymon Park

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“For a number of years, the Parks & Landscape Services Department have been dealing with the Limekiln Rounders Club, responding to their request to have a pavilion in Tymon Park, where they have been playing rounders for the past 20 years. The club successfully formed an alliance with soccer clubs in their area and with Council support, submitted applications for sport capital funding. The applications were submitted under the name of TASC –Tymon Athletic Sports Club, which is comprised of the following eight clubs.

	Greenpark Football Club
	Limekiln Rounders Club

	Belgard Wanderers FC
	Earl Celtic AFC

	Greenpark Ladies Football Club
	St. Mary’s Football Club

	Limekiln Football Club
	Echo Celtic Football Club


In 2003 the Council engaged a consultant who prepared a study and this year the application was submitted by the Parks & Landscape Services Department for Sports Capital funding and it received approval to a grant award of €400,000.

Two meetings were held with the representatives of TASC over the past few weeks to discuss the programme for utilising the grant.  That entailed a review of the proposed layout of the building to enable it to match the available fund.  

The Limekiln Rounders already have some funding available for this project, however, TASC propose that each club would aim to provide some funding through fund raising.  

Attached is a location plan and sketch layout for the proposed pavilion for the commencement of the Part 8 Planning Consultation procedures.

Whilst that process is in train the necessary drawings and specification will be prepared to enable tenders to be invited for its construction”.

Mr. R. O Dualaing, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent and Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer spoke on the report.  

Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney and M. Daly contributed the report was NOTED.
T/970/05
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/971/05
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS – OPEN SPACE BETWEEN BOLBROOK PARK AND BOLBROOK VILLAS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:

"That this Committee requests the Parks Dept. to outline what action it intends to take to landscape the green open space area located between Bolbrook Park and Bolbrook Villas"



The following report which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.
“It is not proposed to carry out any major landscaping works at this location until the Avonbeg refurbishment works have been completed.

In the interim arrangements will be made to have the grass cut and the area tidied up”.
Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Daly and K. Warren contributed, Mr. R. Dualaing, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/972/05
UNSIGHTLY WEEDS AND OVERGROWTH

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

 “That this Committee calls for the regular treatment of unsightly weeds and overgrowth when grass cuting is taking place”.



The following report  which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Spraying of weeds forms part of the Council’s normal regular maintenance schedule during the Summer. If the Councillor has a particular location in mind this will be further examined if advised to the Parks Department”.
Following a contribution from Councillor C. Jones, Mr. R. Dualaing, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/973/05
KILLININNY TOWER



It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

"That this Committee seeks a full report on the intended plans for Killininny Tower and an outline of any future possible source of funding"

The following report which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.
“In 2004 the Council commissioned a consultant’s report into the existing structure at Kilininny and to produce proposals for its conservation. This report provided a detailed historical context for the tower, its current state, and priorities for conservation.

In the summer of 2005, the Parks Department commenced work at the tower which were recommended by the report. The work consisted of the following:-

1. Removal of a large mound of spoil adjacent to the tower. This work had to be carried out under the supervision of the consultant, who reported any findings to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. Any useable or valuable stone was sorted during the removal of the mound, and stockpiled. All other spoil and rubble was removed from site.

2. Removal of overgrown vegetation and rubble from around the base of the tower itself. This work was also carried out under the supervision of the consultant. Valuable stone was documented and put to one side, and any rubbish or rubble was removed off site.

The next phase of the project is scheduled for early 2006.  It is proposed therefore to include provision in the Draft Parks Works Programme to continue with this conservation work in 2006.  

The work will be carried out by Council direct labour funded from the revenue budget”.
Following a contribution from Councillor C. Jones, Mr. R. O Dualaing, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent  responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/974/05
RAHEEN/SPRINGFIELD AREA



It was proposed by Councillor J. Neville, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:

“That this Committee notes the written replies a number of Councillors have received in response to written questions requesting works to be done in the Raheen/Springfield area “The Council has been in discussion with the local residents regarding a programme of improvement works elsewhere in the Raheen/Springfield area, a response from the residents in relation to prioritizing the proposed works is awaited" and calls on the Manager to outline in detail both the logic and legitimacy of such a reply”
The following report which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Following the granting of planning permission for an infill housing development on Council lands adjacent to the Tallaght By-Pass, some funding was made available for improvements to be carried out in the Raheen/ Springfield areas, subject to the prior approval/agreement of local residents groups.  

Arising from this the Parks Department had drawn up a programme of improvement works which were circulated to local residents groups for their approval/agreement. To date the Council has not received any response from the residents and as a result has not been in a position to proceed with these proposed works. 

It is proposed to arrange a meeting in the near future with representatives of the residents to discuss the works further. The works proposed are the only works which are planned as a result of the funding received under the housing infill development at this location”.
Following discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, M. Daly, E. Maloney and M. Murphy contributed, Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.
T/975/05
BOUNDARY WALL ADJ TO 33 KILTALOWN VIEW

It was proposed by Councillor C. King , seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

 “That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the boundary wall of the Kiltalown Park adjacent to 33 Kiltalown View to be extended upwards to approximately seven feet to alleviate difficulties being experienced by residents as a result of this opening as part of the development of the park and for this work to be carried out by the Parks Department as part of the the said development of lands.


The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Arrangements will be made to have a boundary wall raised at the entrance to Kiltalown Park, adjacent to Kiltalown View, which may assist in reducing the extent of anti-social activity in the area.  This work will be carried out as soon as it can be fitted into the Parks Works Programme for the area”.
Following discussion to which Councillors C. King and M. Corr contributed, Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.




COMMUNITY BUSINESS

T/976/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 11-17 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/977/05
BROOKFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE
Question: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to report on the progress in completing the old Brookfield Community Centre and to give an indication of an expected opening date - including a breakdown of the services/facilities that will be available upon opening?".

Reply:

The refurbishment works at the old Brookfield Community Centre are nearing completion and it is expected that the Centre will re-open in the next few weeks.

The services provided initially will be the BASP drug treatment service, facilities for kickboxing and boxing, changing rooms, showers (male & female) meeting facilities for local groups, storage and a modified hall.
Other facilities may be provided in the future, space permitting, and any local  group wishing to obtain access to the Centre should contact the management committee of the Centre in this regard.

T/978/05
DEVELOPMENT OF RUGBY IN THE TALLAGHT AREA


Question: Councillor Marie Corr

“To ask the Manager to outline what supports are available in the Tallaght area for the development of Rugby and what plans does this Council have with respect to the sports development going forward"?

Reply:

The Council provides playing facilities for a large number of sports in the Tallaght area.  Applications are received annually usually in May/June of each year.  If a club wishes to make further enquiries in this regard they may contact the Parks Department at telephone no.  4149000 – extension 3324.

T/979/05
COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Question: Councillor  Marie Corr

“To ask the Manager to indicate if there will be any provision for community accessible IT equipment, in terms of WIFI etc in any of the new community facilities in the West Tallaght area?"

Reply:

Under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme funding may be available subject to certain criteria being met, for local community based I.T. infrastructure.  Application forms and a copy of the grants booklet are available from the Community Services Department at telephone no. 4149270 or online at southdublincounty.ie.
T/980/05
CITYWEST SHOPPING CENTRE
Question: Councillor Marie Corr

“To ask the manager to outline what are the specific plans for community facilities adjacent to the proposed Citywest Shopping Centre - how far advanced these plans are and if the Westabbey Residents Association have been fully consulted therein?”

Reply:

A number of meetings have been held with representatives of Westabbey Residents’ Association with a view to progressing the Association’s plans for a community facility.  A draft  sketch plan for the development of the main element of open space adjacent to the proposed development is being prepared and it is proposed to meet the Association again for further discussions.  It is expected that contact will be made with the Association in the next few weeks. 

The Councillor will be kept updated on progress made in this matter.

T/981/05
FETTERCAIRN HORSE PROJECT
Question: Councillor Jim Daly

“To ask the Manager to outline how he proposes to continue to support the Fettercairn Horse Project?"

Reply:

The Council has given substantial support to the Fettercairn Horse Project since its foundation.  This included the provision of land for the facility, services, representation from the Council on the Committee and community grants.  The  Council will continue to assist the project in any way it can within the criteria set out in the Community Grants Scheme and the resources available.

T/982/05
BROOKFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE
Question: Councillor Jim Daly

"To ask the Manager when works on the existing Brookfield Community Centre will be completed and the Centre fully operational again?"

Reply:

The refurbishment works at the old Brookfield Community Centre are nearing completion and it is expected that the Centre will re-open in the next few weeks.

The services provided initially will be the BASP drug treatment service, facilities for kickboxing and boxing, showers and toilets, meeting facilities for local groups, etc.

Other general services/facilities may be provided in the future and any local community group wishing to obtain access to the Centre should contact the management committee of the Centre.

T/983/05
YOUTH CENTRES
Question: Councillor Jim Daly

"To ask the Manager if his Department has identified the need for Youth Centres within the administrative area of the Tallaght Committee; will he detail any contacts with youth organisations in the matter and produce an action plan.?"

Reply

Community Centres throughout the Tallaght area generally are available for use by local youth groups subject to the terms and conditions laid down by the management committees of the Centres concerned.

The Community Services Department of the Council works very closely with both Co. Dublin VEC and the Tallaght Youth Service. This partnership has been very successful in helping to meet many of the needs of the youth in Tallaght and throughout the County, through working together on committees, in the management of facilities and in the sourcing of funds for youth based activities.

 

Currently, with the aid of funding provided by the Council and grant aid from the Young Persons and Facilities Services Fund the Council is constructing a purpose built Youth facility as a component of the new Brookfield Community Centre. The Architects Department Dept has also been recently requested to draw up plans for extensions to St Aengus Community Centre, Balrothery and to Fettercairn Community Centre, with the view to increasing facilities for both the local community and the youth within those communities. The Council also has plans to construct Community and Youth facilities in Whitechurch and in Ballycragh/Ballycullen.

 

The Council and the VEC/Tallaght Youth Service are currently working on a proposal to establish a Youth Café at Mountain Park,Tallaght.

A new state of the art Swimming Pool, Sports Hall and dressing rooms are currently under construction by the Council at Jobstown Park, Tallaght and it is anticipated that they should be open for business in Autumn 2006.

The Council provides a wide range of sporting facilities mainly used by the youth of the County and also assists with sourcing funding for dressing room facilities and the improvement of sporting facilities generally.
T/984/05
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1504/ Gf 1326
	Croi Ro Naofa GAA Club,

46 Cushlawn Park, 

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Major Equipment Grant towards the purchase of training ladders, training cones and first aid kit/ medical bags
	26/07/05
	€2,000

	SCRA 1649/ GF 1342
	Speisialta

12 Verschoyle Green,

Saggart Abbey,

Saggart,

Co. Dublin.


	Start Up Grant towards the cost of insurance, hiring of meeting rooms, printing and publicity
	03/10/05
	€700

	SCRA 1653/ GF 1349
	St. Aengus Kenpo Karate School,

24 Tymon North Gardens,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.


	Major Equipment Grant towards the cost of mats.
	13/10/05
	€1,000

	SCRA 4/ GF 1347
	Tallaght Community Council,

3 Green Acre Court,

Firhouse Road,

Dublin 16.


	Community Activity Grant and contribution towards Tallaght Person of the Year Awards
	11/10/05
	€1,500


	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1652/ GF 1348
	Belgard Athletic  Soccer Club,

389 The Grove,

Belgard Heights,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Minor Equipment towards the purchase of Medical Kit and Registration Fees
	21/09/05
	€590

	SCRA 1657/ GF 1359
	Westside Boxing Club,

59  Kilcarrig Crescent,

Fettercairn,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Equipment grant towards the purchase of wall brackets and protective gear.
	14/11/05
	€1,800

	SCRA 437/ GF 1360
	Fettercairn Community Centre,

Kilmartin Crescent,

Fettercairn,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Adaptation of Existing Building - the construction of an extension.
	14/11/05
	€50,000

	SCRA 1357
	St. Aengus Community Centre,

Tymon North,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Extension to existing multipurpose community centre -towards the cost of a mezzanine floor.
	14/11/05
	€40,000


A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1350
	Irish Olympic Handball Association,

13 Sports HQ.,

Joyce Way,

Park West,

Dublin 12.


	Contribution towards the cost of running an international competition in the County.
	17/10/05
	€500


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for grants under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1648 agf 504
	Swan Family Support
Unit 4 Springfield Shopping Centre,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Arts Grant 

Annual Commeration of Remembrance in the Priory, Tallaght.
	24/8/05
	€300

	SCRA 1650 AGF 508
	Harolds Cross Tallaght Musical Society

4 Montpelier View

Blessington Road

Tallaght

Dublin 24
	Arts Grant

Production of Fiddler on the Roof in the Civic Theatre
	30/9/05
	€600

	SCRA 120

AGF 510
	Tallaght Choral Society

c/o Audrey Merrigan

27 Brompton Court

Castleknock

Dublin 15
	Arts Grant 

Choral concert in the National Concert Hall
	25/10/05
	€635


Following a contribution from Councillor M. Corr, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to the queries raised.
It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

T/985/05
LIBRARY/NEWS EVENTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

November 2005

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Childrens Book Display

Display on Science Books
	Month of November

	
	Exhibition by Ard Mhuire Art Group Acrylic, Oil and Watercolour
	Monday 14th November - Wednesday 30th November

	
	Cartoon workshop with Ed Doran.  Class visits only
	Monday 7th November at 10.30am  & 11.30am

	
	Science Week

Planetarium Class Booking 4th, 5th or 6th class Max: 20
	Monday 14th November from 12.30 – 1.30

	
	Housebound Service


	Tuesday 1st November

	
	Adult Book Club meeting with Dermot Bolger South Dublin’s writer in residence. The book for this Month is: The Family on Paradise Pier by Dermot Bolger.
	Tuesday 22nd November 11am to 12noon

	
	Science Week

Mad Science with Sinead 8 –12 years Booking Essential
	Tuesday 15th November 3pm – 4pm

	
	Computer Classes for Adults (Beginners) Booking Essential
	Wednesdays 10am – 12noon 

	
	Science Week

Science to life Class Booking 4th, 5th or 6th class
	Wednesday 16th November 1pm – 2pm

	
	Arts and Crafts with Imelda
	Wednesday 23rd November 3.30pm- 4.30pm

	
	Science Week

The Big Bug Show for 9 -10 years Class Booking
	Thursday 17th November 10am – 11am

	
	Drama & Crafts with the clients of St. Michael’s House
	Thursdays from 11.30am – 12.30am

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers Booking Essential New members welcome
	Fridays from 10am – 11am 


For further information contact 4524888

November 2005

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Exhibition: “Corners of Tallaght”. Photographic Exhibition of Tallaght Buildings and Architecture
	Month of November

	
	English for Non-National Women - Beginners and Conversation
	Monday from 10am -11.30am, Booking Required

	
	English for Non-National Women - Pre-Intermediate
	Monday evenings from 6.30-8pm Booking required

	
	Mars 3-D The Red Planet as never seen before. An entirely 

3 - D presentation of the latest discoveries at Mars from European and NASA space probes currently exploring the planet.  For the first time anywhere stunning 3-D images assembled and presented by Broadcaster Leo Enright will place the audience on the surface of Mars.  All welcome BOOKING ESSENTIAL
	Monday 14th November at 7pm

	
	French Conversation Group (Not beginners level) Booking Required
	Tuesdays from 11-12.30pm

	
	Science Week

Animal Magic - Schools Bookings only
	Tuesday 15th November from 12.30pm 

	
	Irish Language Class (Refreshers and Improvers)
	Tuesdays from 6.30 -8.00pm

	
	Book Club
	Tuesday 1st November from 7.30pm

	
	Creative Writing Group Booking Required
	Wednesdays from 6.30 -8pm

	
	Chess Club for 8-12 year Olds
	Wednesdays from 6.30 -8pm

	
	Introduction to Computers Booking Required
	Wednesdays from 7pm -9pm

	
	Tallaght Historical Society Lecture- “The Gap of the North”
	Wednesday 16th at 8pm 

	
	Introduction to Computers Booking Required
	Thursday mornings from 11am-1pm

	
	Spanish Class for Beginners Booking Required
	Thursdays from 6.30pm - 8.00pm 

	
	Abbey Theatre - Storytellng Theatre Project 

School Bookings only
	Friday 25th 10.30am -11.30am & 12noon -1pm 


For further information contact 4620073

Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer spoke on the report.  The report was NOTED:

T/986/05
REPORT ON KILTALOWN HOUSE
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Kiltalown House, Tallaght was acquired by the former Dublin County Council in 1986 as part of a larger acquisition of land for housing, road and open space purposes.

The House has been used over the years as a community facility mainly offering adult education courses and holistic therapy treatments to the local and wider community.

In 2004 the Council received an application from the Tallaght Rehabilitation Project (TRP) for a premises in West Tallaght in which their service could be based.  TRP offers rehabilitation to former drug users helping them to get back to a regular lifestyle and preparing them for possible future employment.  TRP have between 15 and 20 clients on their books at any given time.  They receive public funding through the various agencies.

Kiltalown House was considered suitable for TRP’s work and following negotiations with the existing management committee of the House, an agreement has been reached whereby the existing holistic therapy service and the TRP service could be provided from the House at the same time under the TRP name.

Earlier this year the Council approved a sum of €150,000 from the Infrastructure side of the IAP Scheme funds for improvements to Kiltalown House.  The works included upgrading of the heating system, improving security technology, a new kitchen, repair/replace windows and  doors as necessary, replace toilets, etc. It is also proposed to open up the House by removing unnecessary hedging and overgrowth to improve the visual aspect of the House especially from the main road. If funds permit it is proposed to build a wall and railing at the front of the House. Work on the House itself is currently in progress.

It is proposed to grant a management licence to TRP for Kiltalown House and garden.  The elected members will be kept updated on progress”.
Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.    Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. M. Coleman responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/987/05
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/988/05
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/989/05
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/990/05
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Orders No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion in the names of Councillors E. Maloney and K. Warren:
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

“That this Committee requests the Community Department to again contact the Department of Justice in relation to the provision of the C.C.T.V. scheme for Tallaght and to outline the urgent need for the scheme, in response to the increase in violent attacks on innocent people and anti-social activity in general”
Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Daly, K. Warren, M. Corr and C. King contributed, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The Motion was AGREED.
HOUSING BUSINESS
T/991/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions  18-27 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/992/05
VACANT HOUSES IN “VACANCY RICH” HOUSING ESTATES
Question: Councillor  Marie Corr
"To ask the manager to explore the possibility of developing an emergency response to the occurrence of vacant houses in "Vacancy Rich" housing estates in order to combat the repeated refurbishment of houses that have been left vacant for excessive lengths of time?"
Reply:

There are currently in excess of 40 vacant houses in the Tallaght area. These houses have been vacant for periods ranging from several months to several days. Houses are being handed over to Housing Department for pre-let repairs at a rate of two to three per week. Houses become vacant for a wide variety of reasons including the surrender or abandonment of the house by the tenant, fire damage, vandalism by anti-social elements within the community, wilful damage caused by tenant or members or his/her household and to facilitate transfer requests.

Detailed below are typical examples of the range of repairs that may be required to be undertaken to render a house fit for re-let :-
* Replacement of roof and internal fabric of house (in cases of fire damage)
* Full electrical inspection and replacement of fixtures and fittings.
* Full heating and plumbing inspection, installation or replacement of heating      system, replacement of sanitary fittings and fixtures

   .

* Internal plasterwork (ceilings and walls)
* Replacement of floor coverings (usually tiles downstairs - non slip)
* Replacement of doors and windows (windows must comply with appropriate 

  

 regulations to facilitate escape in case of fire)
* Replacement or installation of kitchen units with associated electrical works.
* Replacement of locks (front and back doors) and general woodwork and joinery 

 

  repairs.
* Insulation of house and attic.
* General redecoration of house following repairs.
* Removal of rubbish and clean up of back and front gardens.
* Specialist clean-up of house and garden in cases where drug activity is involved.
These repairs are carried out by qualified contractors on behalf of Housing Department with in-put also from Housing Maintenance staff. The scope and nature of repairs required in each case will determine the period of time during which a house may be vacant. In all appropriate cases houses are secured as much as possible against break in and the substantial cost of this to Housing Department ensures that houses are turned around as quickly as possible. However it should be noted that there are factors which will on occasion prevent houses being made available as quickly as Housing Department would wish eg:-

* The Council must follow prescribed legal procedures to re-acquire a house that has been abandoned. At least 28 must elapse before action can be taken on an Abandonment Notice.

* Houses are frequently targeted by anti-social elements who succeed in breaching security and vandalise houses resulting in repairs having to be undertaken again. It is not unusual for this to occur to same house on more than one occasion.
* Houses are also frequently targeted for illegal dumping of household refuse and white goods which then require additional clean-ups.
* There is on occasion difficulty in locating tenants for houses which may have to be offered to many qualified applicants before an offer will be accepted. This can put houses at risk as they must remain vacant until applicant is found who will accept tenancy.
The above issues which have serious implications regarding turn around time are being vigorously addressed by Housing Department's Allocation, Allocations Support and Estate Management Sections in conjunction with Housing Maintenance Section and indeed the local communities concerned. With regard to a refurbishment programme some 121 houses have been completed to date in Tallaght with another 26 currently on hand. It is anticipated that an application will be made to Department of Environment and Local Government (DoELG) to include another 100 houses in next phase of Refurbishment Programme.
The random nature in which houses become vacant preclude them from being included in the DoELG approved Refurbishment Programme. Housing Department is at present arranging to substantially increase the number of contractors available for re-let repair work which will enable us to maintain AND improve turn around time (noting that nature of repairs will dictate completion times) and importantly by continuing to work with those on the Housing Waiting List and local communities seek to have the problems outlined above eliminated. 

Thirty vacant houses in the Tallaght area have recently been identified that are being prioritised for repair and relet. It is intended that work should be completed and the houses relet before Christmas. Maintenance Section are working closely with the Allocations Section to ensure that suitable tenants are available immediately relet works are completed to ensure that these houses do not become a target for further vandalism.

T/993/05
ST. AIDAN’S HALTING SITE
Question:
Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to outline what plans exist for the redevelopment of St Aidan’s Halting Site - including refurbishment, environmental enhancement, etc?"

Reply:

As previously agreed it is proposed in conjunction with the construction of the five group houses, to carry out upgrading / refurbishment works to the existing residential caravan park and details in this regard are at present being prepared.  

The proposal will in particular address the environmental upgrade of the area to the front of the existing site and will be designed in a manner so as to integrate the existing developments into the new developments. It is intended that the works will greatly improve the visual appearance not just of the immediate area but also the wider area especially the site under development to the south east and the proposed site to the south west. The integration of these developments into the existing Brookview development is also being examined as part of the overall design exercise.

T/994/05
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION SITE AT BELGARD ON COOKSTOWN ROAD
Question:
Councillor J. Daly

"To ask the Manager to detail contacts with the local community in respect of the future management of the Traveller Accommodation site at Belgard on the Cookstown Road confirming his plans for a Management Committee involving residents of the site and the local community?"

Reply:

A liaison committee is being set up comprising of two residents from Belgard Park and two residents from the settled community and two Council Officials.  An informal meeting has already been held with representatives of the site, local Councillors and members of the settled community.  It is envisaged that the Liaison Group will meet before Christmas and arrangements are being finalised in this regard.

T/995/05
TRAVELLERS SITE AT KILLINARDEN
Question:
Councillor Jim Daly


"To ask the Manager to confirm that a caretaker is proposed for the Travellers Site at Killinarden?"

Reply:

The caretaking arrangements will be provided by the mobile caretaking service which will visit the site at least once a day. A significant Estate Management effort will be put in place prior to the allocation of and occupation of the units and this will be supplementary by Home Management courses and the work of the multi-agency Operational Committee which co-ordinates integrated service delivery to Travellers.

T/996/05
ANTI SOCIAL PROBLEMS AT RUSSELL SQUARE IN TALLAGHT
QUESTION: Councillor Jim  Daly
“To ask the Manager to confirm that resources are being provided to deal with anti-social problems at Russell Square in Tallaght, will he detail actions being taken following various complaints?”.

REPLY:

An Allocations Support team is in place to deal with issues of anti-social behaviour which may arise in Russell Square.  At present there are three anti-social behaviour cases being dealt with by the Allocations Support Unit within this estate.  Interviews have taken place in all three cases, and two Tenants have received a Warning Letter. All three cases are being monitored, and further action will be taken if necessary.

T/997/05
HOUSING UNITS AT MARLFIELD
QUESTION: Councillor John Hannon

“To ask the Manager to provide details of the number of social housing units allocated at Marlfield, and the size (ie No of bedrooms) of each, together with an analysis of the tenants to whom allocated by family size and no. of points in each case?”
REPLY:
The following is a breakdown of initial allocations at Marlfield by family size, size of accommodation unit and points total (or transfer) 

 

Ref                   Family Size                   Dwelling Size               Points 

 

1602                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                        112 

 

14497               2AD/1CH                           2 bed                        112 

 

1049                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                        103 

 

3591                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                        103 

 

2673                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                        101 

 

1526                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                          98 

 

10459               1AD/2CH                           2 bed                          88 

 

4857                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                         86 

 

3479                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                          86 

 

3433                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                          85 

 

8704                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                          83 

 

6023                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                          83 

 

9941                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                          83 

 

5012                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                          83 

 

4058                 1AD/1CH                           2 bed                          83 

 

T1440               1AD/1CH                           2 bed                        Transfer 

 

T1772               2AD/1CH                           2 bed                        Transfer 

 

189                   2AD/1CH                           3 bed                        157 

 

139                   1AD/2CH                           3 bed                        145 

 

179                   1AD/3CH                           3 bed                        142 

 

154                   1AD/3CH                           3 bed                        138 

 

203                   1AD/2CH                           3 bed                        137 

 

635                   1AD/2CH                           3 bed                        131 

 

T/484                1AD/4CH                           3 bed                        Transfer 

 

T/484                1AD/4CH                           3 bed                        Transfer 

 

T/484                1AD/2CH                           3 bed                        Transfer 

 

T/484                1AD/3CH                           3 bed                        Transfer 

 

 

T/998/05
GLENSHANE & ROSSFIELD AREAS


QUESTION: 
Councillor C. King
“To ask the Manager what actions have been taken in the past two months in relation to youths terrorising the communities of Glenshane and Rossfield and in particular what actions were taken in relation to a family being forced from their home on Rossfield Close (details supplied)”

REPLY:

Following investigations, a number of youths were identified as being responsible for anti-social activity in the Glenshane and Rossfield Estates. The parents of these youths, who are tenants of the Council, were interviewed and issued with formal warning letters.  Follow-up interviews were held, and the tenants concerned were informed that we will continue to monitor the situation, two final warning letters were issued.  The anti-social behaviour abated.  

Recently, an incident took place involving an attack on a house in Rossfield Close, following which no arrests were made by the Gardai. 

This house was secured after the incident. However, it was broken into afterwards and a substantial amount of damage was done. This was the deciding factor in the family’s decision to leave their home.  

After investigation and liaising with the Gardai, the Anti-Social Unit conducted a number of interviews with those suspected of being involved in this incident. Written warnings have been issued, advising of the Councils intention to take further action if similar incidents occur, and the culprits are identified.

The Gardai have also agreed to increase patrols in the Glenshane/Rossfield area.
T/999/05
OLD ROSSFIELD SHOPS SITE
Question : Councillor Cathal King

"To ask the Manager to state what the current status is in relation to the derelict old Rossfield shops site and are there efforts being made to develop this site for housing or commercial development?"

Reply:

The Senior Architect has reported that this project is included in the 2006 programme and  briefing and feasibility documentation is under preparation by the Architects Department.

It is anticipated that proposals for this project will be presented to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting early next year. 

T/1000/05
REPAIR OF TWO TIN ROOFS

Question: Councillor  Joe Neville

"To ask the manager to have arranged repairs of the two tin roofs at *details supplied and will the manager make a statement on the matter?"
Reply:

A small gap exists between the roof cladding on these two houses and the channel for the dispersal of rainwater. The Council’s roofing contractor has been asked to carry out the necessary repairs to obviate the problem. Weather permitting, it is intended to carry out this work this week. 
T/1001/05
ST DOMINICS TERRACE & TALLAGHT CHILDCARE - RAILINGS

QUESTION: 
Councillor J. Neville
“To ask the Manager to have arranged the extension of the existing railings at the rear of St. Dominics Terrace & Tallaght Childcare in an attempt to prevent unauthorised access to Tallaght Childcare and will the Manager please note the Tallaght Childcare have recently been the victims of a break-in?”.

REPLY:

This matter is being investigated and the most appropriate solution will be identified in consultation with the management of the facility and the Gardai.

The Anti-Social Unit is aware of the recent incident.

T/1002/05
HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the Tallaght area is set out in the detail below: - 
Completions in 2004 :-

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Cushlawn, Phase 1
	6
	February 2004

	Cushlawn, Phase 1
	5
	March 2004

	Cushlawn, Phase 1
	17
	September 2004

	Tymon Park
	2
	April 2004

	Bolbrook 
	11
	June 2004

	Kilcarrig, Phase 2
	4
	August 2004

	Russell Square
	5
	November 2004 

	Killcarrig Phase 2
	4
	December 2004

	Marlfield (Part V)
	27
	December 2004

	Sub Total
	81
	


Completions in 2005 :-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	8
	January 2005 

	Russell Square
	39
	February 2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	16
	May 2005 

	Russell Square
	47
	June 2005

	Cushlawn Phase 2
	2
	June 2005 

	Russell Square
	16
	July 2005 

	Cushlawn Phase 2
	5
	September 2005

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	7
	October 2005 

	Sub Total
	165
	


On Site:-

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Cushlawn, Phase2 
	8
	(In phases)  Nov 05

	Fettercairn Village, Phase 1  Includes extension to creche & community facility         
	34
	(In Phases)Nov 05 - Feb 06

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	In phases early February, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	June, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	August, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	May, 2006

	Deer Park (Joint Venture)
	119
	(In phases) From Nov 2005

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture)
	35
	(In phases ) Nov 2005 

	Hunterswood (Part V)
	9
	December 2005 

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	Jan 2006 

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	December 2006 

	Belfry
	35
	December 2006 

	Sub.Total
	635
	


Tenders being examined

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Housing Units

	Castlepark
	9(3 specially adapted units)

	Cushlawn Phase III
	22

	Kilcarrig Phase III
	80 (social/affordable)

	Sub Total
	111


Tender Production  

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Kiltalown Green
	28

	Sub Total
	28




Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4
	7

	Sub Total
	7


At Concept/Design Stage:-

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	Approx . No. Of Units

	Fortunestown B, Phase3
	120

	Fettercairn Villlage, Phase2
	10

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Kilclare Phase3
	15

	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	60 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Whitestown Stream
	-

	Suncroft
	-

	Whitebrook Park
	- (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/09/2004)

	Stocking Lane
	-(concept under preparation)

	Swiftbrook
	-(concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04)

	Rossfield Infill
	

	Sub Total
	235


Other potential sites are also being examined”.
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.    Following discussion  from Councillors C. King and M. Corr, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the queries raised.    The report was NOTED.
T/1003/05
REPORT ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The strategy requires 15% of residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.  The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a) Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) Joint Venture Schemes

(c) Integrated Area Plans

To date 392 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Tallaght Area Committee:

Tymon  Farm


    3

Brownsbarn


    4

Montpelier

      
  28

Tuansgate


    8

Deerpark


102

Russell Square


100

Springfield Tallaght

  29

Westend Gate, The Square
  17

Total



291





Sales have been completed in respect of 198 of the above units.

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee:

Ros Mor, Scholarstown Rd


6

These units have been sold.

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee:
Fforester, Lucan



 3


Ballyowen Lane



 4

Foxford Court, Ballyowen Lane

52

Hansted, Lucan



17

Monastery Road



  3

Rosebank, Clondalkin



16

Total





95






Sales have been completed in respect of 78 of the above units.

In addition to the foregoing it is estimated that 511 units will become available by 31st December 2006 and a further 600 units during the period of the Strategy.

It is also planned to provide an additional 1,000 affordable housing units under the Sustaining Progress Agreement - Affordable Housing Initiative during the period of the Strategy”
Ms. M. O Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following discussion to which Councillors C. King, E. Maloney, M. Corr, J. Neville, C. Jones, M. Daly, M. Murphy and K. Warren contributed, Ms. M. O’ Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/1004/05
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/1005/05
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/1006/05
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.





ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
T/1007/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions  28-38 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/1008/05
KILTALOWN/JOBSTOWN AREA – HANDCART OPERATIVE
Question:
Councillor Marie Corr

“To ask the Manager to report on the success of the Handcart Operative located in the Kiltalown/Jobstown area and to outline his plans to implement similar measures in other areas in West Tallaght?”
Reply:

The handcart operative has been working in the Kiltalown / Cloonmore area since May of 2005 and the introduction of this service is proving very successful.  The area including Fortunestown Road and Kiltalown Way is cleaned on a daily basis as it includes the school and shops.  The rest of Kiltalown and Cloonmore estates are cleaned on a rotating basis every two weeks.  The cleansing crews are called in from time to time to assist with the removal of heavy items or large amounts of dumped materials.  There are no plans at present to introduce this service to any other parts of West Tallaght.
T/1009/05
BONFIRES

Question:
Councillor Marie Corr

“To ask the Manager to report on the precise costs to SDCC of cleanups after bonfires and the precise costs of Junk collections in the RAPID areas and to make a statement with respect to the successes and challenges of the annual junk collections in the RAPID areas?""
Reply:

The majority of the work carried out by this Council in the removal of bonfire materials has been done by the Parks Dept, and not Environmental Services.  One remaining site in the Sundale area is currently being cleared by the Cleansing section and when this has been completed it is estimated that costs of approximately €5,000 will have been incurred by the Cleansing Section.  It is worth noting that in 2004 the Parks Dept estimated that they spent approximately €100,000 on the removal of bonfire materials.  

The junk collection provided to the RAPID estates (approximately 8,700 houses) is expected to cost in the region of €200,000 in 2005.  A report was presented to the Environment SPC on November 9th last detailing all the relevant issues concerning the junk collection.  The main issues discussed in the report are the ever increasing number of houses requiring a junk collection, the disparity between the frequency of collections for RAPID and non RAPID areas, the extremely high amounts of waste presented for collection especially in RAPID areas, the timing of the junk collections and the issue of cost recovery.  It was agreed at the SPC meeting that the issues raised would be further discussed at the next SPC meeting.

T/1010/05
WATER & SEWERAGE SERVICES IN BRITTAS


Question:
Councillor Jim Daly

"To ask the Manager to detail plans for the further development of water and sewerage services in Brittas?"

Reply:

The water network in Brittas was extended in 2003 to include approximately 30 further houses previously connected to the Glenaraneen private scheme. The Water Maintenance Section are in the process of purchasing a mobile generator for use as a back-up supply for Brittas and other pumping stations.

A Feasibility Study for a Sewerage Scheme for Brittas at an estimated cost of €2.57m was submitted to the DoEHLG in 1999 but no funding was made available for the project. 

T/1011/05
DISUSED DUMP AT FRIARSTOWN
Question:
Councillor Jim Daly

“To ask the Manager if he has had any complaints recently about the state of the now disused dump at Friarstown and will he detail his ongoing efforts to improve the local environment in that regard?"

Reply:

The Environmental Services Department is unaware of any recent complaints about the now disused landfill at Friarstown.

The local environment has been greatly improved by the provision of a new stone and rail walled entrance plus gate to the old Friarstown landfill in mid 2005 and landscaping of this area will follow next year.  The monitoring of all gas and ground water boreholes is now done on a continuous basis using telemetry linked back to a computer in County Hall.

Environmental Consultants are also engaged to supply quarterly reports to the Environmental Protection Agency showing that the Council, is complying with E.U. regulations for the aftercare of disused municipal landfills.

T/1012/05
LITTER – RATHCOOLE VILLAGE

Question:
Councillor Jim Daly

"To ask the Manager to detail his ongoing efforts to deal effectively with litter in Rathcoole Village?" 

Reply:

The cleansing section reports that the handcart man is working on a daily basis in Rathcoole Village.  The section also provides the litter bin collection service in the village and both these services are being provided successfully and without difficulty on a daily basis.  The Council’s road sweeping programme also includes Rathcoole Village, which means that the main street and main roads in the area are swept every four weeks while the housing estates are swept quarterly.  In addition to the cleansing services listed above, the Litter Warden for the area patrols the village on a daily basis dealing with any littering and dumping issues that arise.  It is expected that the services mentioned above will be required to expand with the village itself and such issues will be addressed as the need arises, subject to available resources.

T/1013/05
LITTER FINES- ILLEGAL DUMPING
Question: Councillor Cathal King

“To ask the Manager, how much in monetary terms has been raised in the Tallaght area in the past 12 months in relation to litter fines, illegal dumping etc. and can the Manager make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:
South Dublin County Council employs 6 Litter Wardens who enforce the Litter Pollution Acts 1997 – 2003 and the Waste Management Act 1996. In the course of their duties the wardens issue litter fines and initiate direct prosecutions when they witness breaches of the above mentioned legislation or find evidence which indicates the offender. In the past year, i.e. November 2004 to date the Council has received the following amounts:

Litter Fines received received

where Dublin 24 was location of offence 


€19,889

Court fines received where Dublin 24 was location 
Of offence






 €1,450

Court costs received where Dublin 24 was location of
offence

 





    €600

Cleanup costs received where Dublin 24 was location of
 
offence 
    
      




    €450

Total    
                                                                         €22,389

T/1014/05
PROVISION OF LITTER BINS

Question:
Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager for the provision of three litter bins at (details supplied)?”

Reply:

At present the cleansing section does not generally place / service litter bins in housing estates.  Litter bins, approximately six in total, have recently been installed in the Belgard Heights, Old Belgard Road and Cookstown Road areas – in the vicinity of the Belgard Heights shops, the Luas Stop and the Belgard Inn public house.  There are no plans to install any further bins in the area at this time.

T/1015/05
BELGARD HEIGHTS/ALPINE RISE
Question:
Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager for a copy of a map of Belgard Heights/Alpine Rise outlining all drain/sewer connections within said housing estates as on-going blockages are causing confusion over which households are connected to which drains/sewers?”

Reply:

A map of the public sewers has been provided with this response.

For further information on the maps, the Water and Drainage Design Section can be contacted in County Hall.

For assistance with blockages, the Deansrath Depot can be contacted on 4570784//85/86.

T/1016/05
KINGSWOOD HEIGHTS AREA – DUMPING
Question:
Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager for a full detailed response in relation to the following issues that arose from the recent controlled dumping in the Kingswood Heights area.

(1) Why was no license required for this dumping.

(2) How long will the monitoring of this dumping go on for ie. soil samples,  water samples etc.

(3) Who is the owner of the land in question and has the owner given his/her consent for such dumping.

(4) What were the start and completion dates for this dumping.

(5) How many deliveries of food waste were there.

(6) How many tonnes of food waste were dumped.

(7) What health & safety  measures were put in place.

(8) What long term effects will this dumping have on the general area.

(9) What measures have been taken to discourage/reduce the rodent population in this general area

and will the Manager recognise the widespread concerns expressed throughout the Kingswood community  about this unprecedented controlled dumping immediately adjacent to this residential estate?."

Reply:

The controlled dumping of food stuff on agricultural land between Newlands Cross and Kingswood Heights Estate was part of research being undertaken by the Bio-systems Engineering Department  in University College Dublin into Biomers, which is the use of digested food material to boost flora and fauna in order to improve soil structures.

The answers to the nine questions listed are as follows:

1. No licence was required because the amount of material delivered to site was below the minimum threshold for EPA waste licensing purposes.

2. The monitoring of this site will continue for six months with samples taken.

3. The site is owned by the IRFU and leased by a farmer from the Rathcoole area.  Permission was obtained by UCD for this project.

     4&5
The delivery and ploughing of the food stuff into the ground occurred on three days, 22nd and 29th August and the 5th September 2005.  This work took twenty minutes to half an hour to complete and no chemicals were added to the land.

6. The exact tonnages are not available but were small for the site at approximately 0.01% per acre.

7. Health and safety measures were put in place.

8. There will be no long term effects on the site.

9. This agricultural experiment is unlikely to effect the existing rodent population.

This controlled agricultural experiment was fully supervised and is being monitored for a six month period to ensure that all safety concerns are met.

T/1017/05
 SITE AT REAR OF ICELAND BUILDING 

Question:
Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to have arranged a major cleanup of the site to the rear of the now  vacant Iceland building and will the Manager please note that there has been a large amount of illegal dumping at this site and will the Manager make a statement on the issue?."

Reply:

The Litter Warden reports that the materials dumped on the old Iceland site have recently been removed and disposed off by the contractor who is currently working on this site.  At the time of the Warden’s visit the site was clear.

T/1018/05
FOOD DUMPING –KINGSWOOD HEIGHTS

Question:
Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager to make a full statement concerning the recent controlled food dumping which took place on an area of ground close to Kingswood Heights off the Belgard Road, to outline who exactly sought permission from South Dublin County Council for this activity, if this matter was the subject of a planning application, why an Environmental Impact Statement in respect of this development was not sought before this development occurred and that the concerns of the local residents in relation to this matter be clearly addressed in a comprehensive reply to this question?”

Reply:

The recent controlled food dumping that took place in lands owned by the IRFU between Newlands Cross and Kingswood Heights off the Belgard Road was part of an agricultural experiment being undertaken by the Biosystems Engineering Department in University College Dublin (UCD) into biomers.  Biomers is the use of digested food material to boost soil flora and fauna in order to improve soil structure.

An enquiry was received by the Council in December 2004 from UCD regarding the proposed project.  Having considered the application, it was decided that no permit or certificate of registration was required as the amounts involved were so small.  Waste collection permits were obtained from Kildare County Council to transport the waste.

This small controlled agricultural experiment was supervised and monitored at all times by experts from the Engineering Department of University College Dublin.  Samples will continue to be taken from this area for the next six months to verify the experiment.

T/1019/05
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/1020/05
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/1021/05
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/1022/05
MOTIONS NOT REACHED   -
HOUSING  BUSINESS


ESTATE MANAGEMENT IN ALLENTON/BALLYCRAGH 
MOTION: 
COUNCILLOR CAITRIONA JONES

“That this committee call for an exploration of funding sources to enable an Estate Management program in the Allenton/Ballycrath area, noting that this area has been experiencing very distinct problems in recent years.”

.
JOBSTOWN VILLAGE SQUARE SENIOR CITIZEN
Motion:  Councillor Marie Corr 

"That this Committee agrees to assess the current lack of security measures in Jobstown Village Square Senior Citizen housing development, vis-à-vis entrance to apartments and the open plan nature of the carparking arrangements, with a view to installing whatever comprehensive measures are necessary to ensure the personal safety of residents" 

REFURBISHMENT PROGRAMME ON ALL BOARDEDUP/VACANT HOUSES IN THE TALLAGHT AREA

Motion: Cllr. Cathal King

"That this Committee calls on the manager to introduce an accelerated refurbishment programme on all “boarded-up”/vacant houses in the Tallaght Area, taking into consideration the huge numbers awaiting houses and problems the ever increasing number of these houses is causing on communities"



CUSHLAWN DALE - LANEWAY
Motion: Councillor Cathal King

"That this Committee calls on the Manager as a matter of urgency to remove by whatever means necessary the laneway along Cushlawn Dale, which was recently provided as part of the infill development in Cushlawn Estate "



RUSSELL SQUARE DEVELOPMENT

MOTION: 
Councillor Marie Corr

"That the housing and other relevant departments such as community to initiate a process whereby residents representatives groups within the Russell Square development can get together to identify the positive and negative aspects to the development with a view to engaging residents in a supported and consistent Estate management process"
T/1023/05
MOTIONS NOT REACHED -  ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ASSESSMENT – BELGARD ROAD 
 
MOTION:
Councillor Cathal King
"That this Committee calls on the Manager of the Environment Department to arrange for an environmental health assessment to be carried out regarding the extremely close proximity of the numerous telecommunications antennae and associated dishes and the traveller accommodation on the Belgard Road known as the old Belgard Road site ( adjacent to the I.T Tallaght ) outlining what risk if any is associated with the residents living so closely to these structures taking into consideration the updated development plans recommendations".

It was AGREED by the Members that Housing Business would be addressed first on the Agenda for the December Tallaght Area Committee Meeting
The Meeting concluded at 5.35 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







