COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF LAND USE PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION SPC

Thursday, 19TH FEBRUARY 2015
HEADED ITEM NO. 1

Minutes of the Meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
Held on Thursday, 13th February 2014
Present:
 Elected Members:
Councillor C. Brophy





Councillor E. Coburn





Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor A.M. Dermody

Councillor E. Higgins

Councillor C. Jones

Councillor J. Lahart

Councillor W. Lavelle

Councillor E. Tuffy 

Council Officials: 
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation





Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer





Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer

Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner

Ms C. Malone, Staff Officer

Non Elected
Mr. T Newton, Ms B. Tyrrell Collard, Ms M. Forsythe

Members:


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor T. Ridge, and Mr. M. Moran.


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Brophy presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Brophy, seconded by Cllr. E. Coburn, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 21st November 2013 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. NTA Presentation - Bus Rapid Transit
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Colm Brophy welcomed the NTA, represented by Mr. D. King, Head of Public Transport Investment, and Mr. Hugh Cregan, Director of Transport Investment and Taxi Regulation.  

Mr. King gave a presentation on the proposed development of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in the Dublin area.  The presentation addressed Bus Rapid Transit which is a transport option that occupies the capacity between conventional buses and light rail.  It is anticipated that it will provide increased capacity, frequency and enhanced service on certain key routes i.e.: Swords to City Centre; Blanchardstown to UCD; Clongriffin to Tallaght. 

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, and C. Brophy and from Mr. T. Newton, Ms B. Tyrrell Collard and Ms M. Forsythe; in relation to:-concerns regarding potential increase in fares to cover costs; importance of public consultation; will cyclists be allowed on lanes and will routes interfere with existing cycle lanes?; will it be possible to carry bicycles on the buses?; acknowledgement that BRT will be good for areas between Luas lines; condition of roads and aging current bus fleet in the Terenure/Rathfarnham area; will a bus lane exist from Grange Road to the City Centre?

The queries raised were responded to by Mr. D. King and the report was NOTED.

3. Pay & Display Parking Review
Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, and Mr. A. O’ Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer, presented the report.

The presentation addressed the review of Pay and Display Parking.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  Following contributions from Councillors C. Brophy, E. Higgins, P. Cosgrave, W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy, C. Jones and Ms B. Tyrrell Collard in relation to:-
option 1 involves the least amount of inconvenience; issue of cars parked in residential areas all day; usefulness of the statistics provided in the presentation; may not be possible to apply a universal grace period across all pay and display areas; issue of parents parking near schools – will grace period apply here?; can Saturday charge in Palmerston be abolished by executive decision?; pay and display should not be used as a revenue stream by the Council; need for bye-laws; any change should have 6 month review period built in (to allow sufficient time to collate data); 
the queries raised were responded to by Mr. A. O’Mullane, Mr. J. McLoughlin and Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation.  Ms Walsh advised the SPC that changes in the operation of Pay and Display parking in existing Pay and Display areas can be brought to the March meeting of the County Council.  Changes in existing P&D areas will not require changes to Bye-Laws.

Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Cllr C. Brophy, seconded by Cllr. P. Cosgrave that Option 1 in the report be AGREED ie: to provide a 30 minute grace period for all vehicles on arrival in a pay and display parking location operated by the Council, excluding residential areas, prior to being required to have purchased a pay and display parking ticket and that Option 1 be presented to the March meeting of the County Council for adoption.  It was also AGREED that this 30 minute grace period would be reviewed after six months in operation.  
4. A.O.B.

Ms M. Forsythe, gave a verbal presentation on:-

European Cyclists Federation (ECF) AGM - AGM in Dublin from 24-27 April.  There will be a Workshop on Thursday afternoon 24 April 2014 targeted at Local Authority personnel, both councillors and staff. 
European City Cycling Challenge May 2014 - cycling competition to see which council can track the most cycling miles during the month of May 2014. 
Councillor C. Brophy thanked Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation, for her contributions to the Tranportation SPC and wished her well in her new post. 
The meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m.
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