COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE

Tuesday, January 27, 2015

MOTION NO. 2

MOTION: Councillor P. Gogarty
Cathaoirleach's Business
"That the Chief Executive reports on the Council's response regarding the latest incidents involving fires at the Christmas tree recycling location on Beech Park Green in Lucan, where a significant amount of trees were set alight, as well as updating members on what incidents, if any, occured at Sarsfield Park open space, Haydens Lane Car Park, Foxborough open space, Glenaulin Park and Woodfarm Acres during this period; and furthermore that the Chief Executive undertakes to review current practices including looking at the option of daily collections/monitoring, or alternatively setting up specific shredding days at safer locations, with a report to be presented to members in October so that a final revised arrangement can be agreed for Christmas/New Year 2015/16 and publicised to the necessary extent."

REPORT:

The Council provided a Christmas tree recycling service from Tuesday 6th January to Friday 16th January 2015. The public were invited to bring their Christmas trees to any of the 6 locations in the Lucan/Palmerston areas and have them recycled.  The 6 locations were as follows:
1. Beechpark Open Space

2. Sarsfield Park Open space

3. Haydens Lane Car Park in Griffeen Valley Park 

4. Foxborough Park Open space 

5. Glenaulin Park 

6. Woodfarm Acres

The locations chosen provide a convenient area where residents can safely stop in their cars and dispose of their tree.  This distribution of locations is primarily geographically based to ensure maximum uptake on recycling facilities.  Despite the fact that the recycling facilities are provided at no additional cost to the user it is disappointing to note that the facilities are abused.  This occurs in the form of dumping and the burning of trees.  

Records for the last 5 years show that all sites have been subjected to fires with the exception of Sarsfield Park.  In total 20 fires have occurred during this period.  The fires range in size from 2 trees up to 40 trees.  The most common day for trees to be set alight is on Sunday and this accounts for 45% of the fires.  This coincides with the build up of trees that takes place after the shredding operations finish on Saturday and resume again on Monday.  50% of the fires have occurred at Beechpark.  In an effort to prevent fires taking place staff visit each location on a daily basis and removed any trees found.  If required and time permits, a second visit may be made to the busier locations.
The table below sets out the number of trees collected at each of the 6 official collection locations for the period 2011 – 2015.  Included in the table are figures for locations where large scale dumping of Christmas trees consistently occurs on an annual basis.  

Table 1. Christmas Tree Recycling Records 2011 - 2015

	Location
	2011
	% of trees collected
	2012
	% of trees collected
	2013
	% of trees collected
	2014
	% of trees collected
	2015
	% of trees collected

	Beechpark
	637
	26.8%
	333
	17.0%
	82
	4.9%
	307
	21.2%
	407
	25.9%

	Sarsfield Park
	282
	11.9%
	232
	11.8%
	43
	2.6%
	94
	6.5%
	218
	13.9%

	Haydens Lane
	688
	28.9%
	832
	42.4%
	1033
	61.6%
	560
	38.6%
	471
	30%

	Foxborough
	82
	3.4%
	N/A
	N/A
	166
	9.9%
	107
	7.4%
	119
	7.6%

	Glenaulin
	113
	4.8%
	57
	2.9%
	109
	6.5%
	143
	9.9%
	104
	6.6%

	Woodfarm Acres
	104
	4.4%
	35
	1.8%
	126
	7.5%
	98
	6.8%
	77
	4.9%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Unauthorised Sites where Christmas Trees are dumped

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Esker Depot
	N/A
	N/A
	286
	14.6%
	97
	5.8%
	30
	2.1%
	0
	0%

	Hillcrest
	198
	8.3%
	97
	4.9%
	17
	1.0%
	47
	3.2%
	87
	5.5%

	Weston 
	274
	11.5%
	89
	4.5%
	4
	0.2%
	63
	4.3%
	87
	5.5%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total
	2378
	100%
	1961
	100%
	1677
	100%
	1449
	100%
	1570
	100%


The following observations can be made on the information in Table 1.

· The number of Christmas trees recycled declined from a maximum of 2,378 in 2011 to 1,570 in 2015.  A reduction of 34%.

· Haydens Lane is the busiest recycling location.  It processed 30% of the trees for the Lucan EA in 2015.  Beechpark was the second busiest with 26%.

· The unauthorised sites of Hillcrest and Weston accounted for 174 trees, 11% of trees processed in 2015.

· Residents stopped dumping trees at the unauthorised site at Esker Depot in 2015 when the Department of Education constructed a school on the site during 2014.

The alternative methods of dealing with the recycling of Christmas trees as identified in the Motion will be examined and a headed item will be brought back to the Lucan ACM in October for consideration.
