COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 8th December 2014
PRESENT
	Councillors
	
	Councillors

	Bonner, B.
	
	Kenny, G.

	Brophy, C.
	
	King, C.

	Casserly, V.
	
	Lahart, J.

	Coules, N.
	
	Lavelle, W.

	Dermody, A-M.
	
	Leech, B.

	Devine, M.
	
	Looney, D.

	Donovan, P. 
	
	McMahon, R.

	Duff, M.
	
	Mahon, K.

	Duffy, F.
	
	Murphy, M.

	Dunne, L.
	
	Nolan, R.

	Egan, K.
	
	O’Brien, D.

	Ferron, B.
	
	Ó Broin, E.

	Foley, P.
	
	O’Connell, G.

	Genockey, M.
	
	O’Connor, C.

	Gilligan, T.
	
	O’Donovan, D.

	Gogarty, P.
	
	O’Toole, L.

	Graham, J.
	
	Richardson, D.

	Higgins, E. 
	
	Timmons, F.

	Holland, S.
	
	Warfield, F.

	Kearns, P.
	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Chief Executive
	D. McLoughlin

	Directors / Heads of Function
	L. Maxwell, C. Henehan, E. Taaffe, 
F. Nevin, B. Coman, T. Walsh

	Administrative Officer
	T. O’Neill

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	M. Twynam Muldoon


The Mayor, Councillor F. Warfield, presided.
An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor E. O’Brien.

The Mayor welcomed the members of the public and the press to the meeting. 

H1(i)/1214
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES - MINUTES OF ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING, 6th NOVEMBER 2014
Minutes of Meeting of Annual Budget Meeting, 6th November 2014 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor D. Richardson.

H1(ii)/1214
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES - MINUTES OF MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL, 10th NOVEMBER 2014
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 10th November 2014 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor D. Richardson.

H1(iii)/1214
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES - MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL, 20th NOVEMBER 2014
Minutes of Special Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 20th November 2014 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor D. Richardson.

H2a)/1214  
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM /TEMPLEOGUE-TERENURE AREA COMMITTEE - 11th NOVEMBER 2014 - DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS (1 REPORT - ARTS GRANTS), CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
(i)  Community Business:
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Community Grants

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:- 

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	GF2258
	Rathfarnham Business Forum
	Community Activity Grant
	29/10/14
	€500

	 GF2251
	The Park Community Centre Ltd
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centres
	29/09/2014
	€10,000


It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham /Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee - 11th November 2014 - Housing, Social & Community Development Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
(ii)  Arts Business:
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Arts Grants

Applications for Arts Grants under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application - Grant
	Date Received 
	Amount €

	AGF820
	The WEB Project
	Grant for setting up a music club
	20/10/2014
	650

	Agf822
	Jubilate Choir
	Grant – subsidy for choral event in St Pius X Church
	31/10/2014
	650


It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor A.M. Dermody and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor Kearns, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham /Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee - 11th November 2014 - Economic Enterprise & Tourism Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2b)/1214
REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA  COMMITTEE -19th NOVEMBER 2014 - DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
The following report by the chief executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-“

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2259
	Bawnogue Youth & Community Centre,
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	11/11/14
	€10,000

	GF2260
	Rathcoole Community Council
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	11/11/14
	€20,000


It was proposed by Councillor E. O’Broin, and seconded by Councillor K. Egan and RESOLVED
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee -19th November 2014 - Housing, Social & Community Development Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2c)/1214
REPORT OF AREA COMMITTIES -  TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE - 24th NOVEMBER 2014 - DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY, PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H2d)/1214
REPORT OF AREA COMMITTES  -  LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 25th NOVEMBER 2014 - DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS (1 REPORT - ARTS GRANTS), CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
(i)  Community Business:
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Community Grants

Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	GF2262
	Palmerston Community & Youth Centre
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	17/11/14
	€10,000


It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor V. Casserly and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee - 25th November 2014 - Housing, Social & Community Development Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
(ii)  Arts Business:
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Arts Grants

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application - Grant
	Date Received  
	Amount €

	AGF833
	Irish Wheelchair Association – Lucan
	Grant for facilitating a pottery programme
	12/11/2014
	450


It was proposed by Councillor V. Casserly, seconded by Councillor E. O’Brien and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee - 25th November 2014 - Economic Enterprise & Tourism Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H3a)/1214 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance & Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th November 2014:
Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates Jan. - Feb. 2015

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 5th Jan.
	Corporate Policy Group 
	3.00 pm - 4.30 pm
	

	Tue. 6th Jan.
	
	
	

	Wed. 7th Jan.
	
	
	

	Thur. 8th Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 9th Jan.
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 12th Jan.
	County Council Meeting
	3.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	17/12/14 (¹)

	Tue. 13th Jan.
	Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm

	18/12/14 (²)


	Wed. 14th Jan.
	
	
	

	Thur. 15th Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 16th Jan.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 07/01/15



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 19th Jan.
	
	
	

	Tue. 20th Jan.
	
	
	

	Wed. 21st Jan.
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management (Venue: Clondalkin Civic Offices)
	3.00 pm – 6.00 pm


	08/01/15

	Thur. 22nd Jan.
	Traffic Management Meetings -

· Clondalkin 

· Lucan

· Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure

Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee (in committee)
	2.00 pm - 2.30 pm

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 3.30 pm

3.30 pm - 6.00 pm
	08/01/15

	Fri. 23rd Jan.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 15/01/15



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 26th Jan.
	Tallaght Traffic Management Meeting 

Tallaght Area Committee 

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 6.00 pm


	13/01/15

	Tue. 27th Jan.
	Lucan Area Committee

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	14/01/15

	Wed. 28th Jan.
	Deputations
	3.00 pm - 5.00 pm
	

	Thur. 29th Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 30th Jan.
	Joint Policing Committee
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 20/01/15

**Planning file requests to be received by 21/01/15


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 02nd Feb.
	Corporate Policy Group 
	3.00 pm - 4.30 pm
	

	Tue. 03rd Feb.
	Environment, Public Realm & Climate Change Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	02/01/15

Business to Director of Environment, Water & Climate Change

	Wed. 04th Feb.
	Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Heritage & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	05/01/15

Business to Director of Economic Enterprise & Tourism Development

	Thur. 05th Feb.
	
	
	

	Fri. 06th Feb.
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 09th Feb.
	County Council Meeting
	3.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	26/01/15

	Tue. 10th Feb.
	Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm

	

	Wed. 11th Feb.
	Economic Enterprise & Tourism Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	12/01/15

Business to Director of Economic Enterprise & Tourism Development

	Thur. 12th Feb.
	Housing Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	13/01/15

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	Fri. 13th Feb.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 04/02/15



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 16th Feb.
	Development Plan Meeting (provisional date)
	3.30 pm - 
	

	Tue. 17th Feb.
	Social & Community Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	16/01/15

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	Wed. 18th Feb.
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management (Venue: Clondalkin Civic Offices)
	3.00 pm – 6.00 pm


	05/02/15

	Thur. 19th Feb.
	Adjourned Development Plan Meeting (provisional date)

Land Use Strategic Policy Committee ◊
	3.30 - 

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	20/01/15

Business to Director of Land Use Planning & Transportation

	Fri. 20th Feb.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 12/02/15



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 23rd Feb.
	Tallaght Area Committee 

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 6.00 pm


	10/02/15

	Tue. 24th Feb.
	Lucan Area Committee

Environment, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning*, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	11/02/15

	Wed. 25th Feb.
	Deputations
	3.00 pm - 5.00 pm
	

	Thur. 26th Feb.
	
	
	

	Fri. 27th Feb.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 17/02/15

**Planning file requests to be received by 18/02/15


NOTES:-

(¹)  EARLY CLOSING DATE for Jan. 2015 Council meeting;

(²)
EARLY CLOSING DATE for Jan. 2015 Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee meeting;

◊Land Use SPC Meeting on 19th Feb. 2015 - date may need to be changed; 

Development Plan Meeting (Provisionally) 16th Feb. at 3.30 pm;

Adjourned Development Plan Meeting (Provisionally) 19th Feb. at 3.30 pm;

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor D. Looney, who requested as the Chairperson of the Social & Community Strategic Policy Committee that the date of that SPC meeting in February be changed from Tues. 17th Feb.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, responded to the Member’s query and informed him that he will revert to the Members regarding a change of date.

The Calendar was APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole.
H3b)/1214
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - REPORT ON CONFERENCES / SEMINARS
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance & Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ. Letter 02/10.

Conferences Notified: 

	Conference 
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors Attending
	Fee 



	Planning Training  
	AILG
	Knightsbrook

Hotel, Trim,

Co. Meath   
	18th Nov. 2014
	G. O’Connell 
	No Fee


Conferences attended from June 2014 to date:

	Conference/ Seminar  
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors Attended 
	Fee 



	Training

Local Govt. Budget & Audit Procedures 
	AILG
	Grand Hotel, 

Malahide, 

Co Dublin
	18th Sept. 2014
	V. Casserly

A-M. Dermody P. Donovan

L. Dunne

K. Egan

S. Holland 
	No Fee

	Inclusion Ireland 


	Nat. Assoc. for People with an Intellectual Disability
	Hilton Hotel,

Kilmainham,

Dublin 8
	25th Sept. 2014
	V. Casserly

P. Donovan
	€20



	Training 

Housing 
	AILG
	Hodson Bay Hotel, Athlone,

Co. Westmeath 
	6th Oct. 2014
	G. O’Connell
	No Fee

	LAMA Autumn Training Seminar 
	LAMA
	Inisowen Gateway Hotel,

Buncrana,

Co. Donegal
	17th - 18th  Oct. 2014
	C. Brophy

C. King 
	€180

	AILG Annual Conference 
	AILG
	Hotel Kilmore,

Cavan 
	29th - 30th Oct. 2014
	G. O’Connell

C. Brophy

T. Gilligan 
	€100


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized”.”
Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole.
H3c)/1214
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - FILLING OF VACANCY ON THE SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE FOLLOWING THE RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR F. TIMMONS FROM THE CTTEE. (CLLR. P. GOGARTY)
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance & Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 20th November 2014: 
“A vacancy exists on the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee following Councillor Francis Timmons’ resignation from this Committee and it is a matter for the Council to nominate a replacement to fill the vacancy.

The Independent Grouping have indicated that they intend to nominate Councillor Paul Gogarty to fill the vacancy arising on the JPC.

This is now before the Members for their consideration.” 
It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor F. Timmons and RESOLVED:
“That Councillor P. Gogarty be nominated to the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee following the resignation of Councillor F. Timmons from the Committee.”

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole:  
“That Councillor P. Gogarty be appointed to fill the vacancy on the South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee following the Resignation of Councillor F. Timmons from the Joint Policing Committee.”  
H4(i)/1214 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES -  APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL MEMBERS TO STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance & Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
“South Dublin County Public Participation Network Representatives for Strategic Policy Committees Ratified by the Plenary on 4/12/14

	Linkage Group
	Nominee
	Pillar

	Economic Development, Enterprise and Tourism
	Tara deBuitléar
	Community

	Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Heritage and Libraries
	Peadar Ó Caomhánaigh
	Community

	Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change
	Connie Kiernan
	Environment

	Land Use, Transportation and Planning
	Siobhán Butler
	Environment

	Housing
	Tricia Nolan
	Community

	Housing
	Brendan MacPhiarais
	Social Inclusion

	Social and Community
	Gráinne Ní Mhuirí
	Community

	Social and Community
	Layton Kelly
	Social Inclusion


Nomination from Farming Pillar to ENVIRONMENT, PUBLIC REALM AND CLIMATE CHANGE SPC:
Mr. Donal Anderson, Tallaght, Dublin 24.”
The report was NOTED.
H4(ii)/1214 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES  - DRAFT SPC WORK PROGRAMME 2015
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance & Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:

Draft SPC Work Programme  (link to)
The report was NOTED and the Draft SPC Work Programme 2015 was APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

H4(iii)/1214
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - SOUTH DUBLIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NOMINATIONS FOR STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES 
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance & Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
	“Committee
	Allocation
	Nomination

	Economic Development, Enterprise & Tourism


	Business Commercial (overseas) x1
	Seán Reid

Group Sales Manager

Moran & Bewley's Hotels

c/o Red Cow Moran Hotel

Red Cow Complex

Naas Road

Dublin 22

Ireland

T: +353 (0)1 4593650 ext: 1035

M: 087 0609297

sean.reid@bewleyshotels.com

	
	Business Commercial

(indigenous) x1
	Damien Roche - IT Tallaght - Head of Business and Humanities

01 404 2301

Damien.Roche@ittdublin.ie 

	Land use Transportation & Planning


	Development Construction x1




	Neil Durkan is the CIF Nominee to the Land Use, Transportation & Planning SPC.

Neil Durkan Director of Durkan New Homes 

1st Floor Linden Court

Stillorgan Plaza

Stillorgan

Co Dublin

Tel: 01 2785000

	
	Business Commercial x1


	Denis Sherwin of C & G Logistics - Nominated by  Jonathan Molony of Irish Road haulage Association 

IRHA 
Suite 6
Gowna Plaza
Bracetown Business Park
Clonee
Co. Meath
086 220 2855

	Arts, Culture, Gaelic, Heritage and Libraries


	Business Commercial x1


	Deirdre Mooney - Owner - Efficient Business Consulting

Deirdre.mooney@efficient.ie 

087 2809573


	Environment, Public Realm & Climate Change


	Business Commercial x1


	John O’Farrell - Director of Operations -  Citywest Hotels and Conventions Centre 

0871325471

jofarrell@citywesthotel.com

	Housing


	Development Construction x1


	None

	Social and Community


	Business Commercial x1


	None”





The report was NOTED. 
H5/1214

REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q36 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Q1/1214
HOMELESS SERVICES 


QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff

To ask the Chief Executive to make a report regarding the steps this Council is taking in the context of the Cold Weather Initiative and to detail what facilities, if any, are available for people sleeping rough in the Tallaght area. Could he also indicate if he has considered the situation whereby community volunteers are providing hot drinks and sandwiches, out of their own resources, in the Tallaght Village area to people who are sleeping rough and to provide the details of any talks he has held with the Voluntary sector, such as Focus Ireland, around providing a coordinated "out of hours" service to people who are in this unfortunate situation?
REPLY:
The annual Cold Weather Initiative has been in place since1 November 2014 and it will run until the end of March 2014. It provides an emergency humanitarian response to the needs of persons who may be sleeping rough during cold weather. It provides dedicated additional beds to the existing number of beds available on a nightly basis in the Dublin region. 

The Initiative aims to support individuals, who may not access the current range of services including persons who tend not to engage with homeless accommodation providers or day services or persons who may be ineligible in terms of social welfare benefits and find themselves in very vulnerable situations without accommodation.

There are up to 150 additional regional beds provided during the 5 months of this service.

The Council has provided a supported temporary accommodation facility in the Tallaght area for people sleeping rough in South Dublin. It caters for 21 individuals at any one time. In an effort to increase the number of beds available for those sleeping rough the Council has recently made 4 x 2 bed apartments available as move on for those in the facility who are considered capable of independent living. It is envisaged that these units will cater for 8 persons to move on and live independently with supports

The recent emergence of community volunteers providing soup and sandwiches from a number of locations around the county is not one that this council can support from a safety perspective. The Dublin Regional Homeless Executive has introduced a new on-street service, which combines street outreach and Housing First has been in place since October 1st 2014. The service provides two teams:

Intake Team - If a person is sleeping rough and needs accommodation and support or if they are interested in referring to Housing First

Intensive Case Management (ICM) Team – If a person is already a Housing First tenant

Housing First focuses on providing long-term tenancies for those who have been long-term rough sleeping with the provision of time unlimited wrap around support services to assist them in maintaining their tenancy. This service has been contacted and is now working with the rough sleepers in the County.  In addition discussions are on going with Focus Ireland who provide a drop in and advice centre in Tallaght to extend their service to provide additional hot drinks and sandwiches.

Q2/1214
TALLAGHT WI-FI
QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff

To ask the Chief Executive to make a report regarding the provision of public WIFI in Tallaght Village and to detail the level of buy-in from the local business community to the project?
REPLY:
Lucan, Templeogue, Rathfarnham, Clondalkin, Newcastle, Saggart, Palmerstown & Rathcoole completed.
Tallaght Village implementation proceeded as scheduled on Friday 28th November.  3 wireless access points were installed as follows:- 1 on Molloys Pub, 1 on Molloys Off-Licence and 1 on The Dragon Inn.  This layout is providing coverage to Tallaght Main Street Area as well as the Village Green.  Additional wiring worked needed on 3rd AP at Molloys Liquor Store (will be done this week) and the service is up and running now.
Window stickers have been provided to each village and reporting has been streamlined for distribution.
Q3/1214
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING

QUESTION: Councillor P. Foley

To ask the Chief Executive, are the council planning on having any drop off zones for Christmas trees this year? If so, where are they to be located? Traditionally what has been the cost of this service?
REPLY:
The Council will again be arranging to recycle Christmas trees in January 2015. It is proposed to run the programme from Tuesday 6th January to Friday 16th January 2015. It should be noted that this facility is for domestic household trees only and not for commercial operators.  Signage will be placed at the various locations indicating that it is an official recycling point. One tree will be accepted per vehicle / household and trees can be dropped by members of the public at the following locations:
Lucan
Beechpark open space

Sarsfield Park open space

Haydens Lane Car Park in Griffeen Valley Park

Foxborough open space

Palmerston
Glenaulin Park

Woodfarm Acres

Clondalkin
Corkagh Park (St Johns Road car park)

Corkagh Park (Green Isle car park at Caravan Park entrance)

Collinstown Park

Quarryvale Park

Foxdene open space

Grand Canal open space (junction of Bawnogue and Lockview roads)

Tallaght
Raheen open space (opposite Raheen Shopping Centre)

Seán Walsh Park – Storage area (behind Old Bawn Community College) near Parks Depot off Whitestown Way.

Greenhill’s
Tymon Park – Limekiln car park

Tymon Park – Tymon North Road car park

Old Bawn
Church car park (beside shopping centre)

Firhouse
Car park at Cherryfield (off the link road between Firhouse Road and Spawell Roundabout)

Car park at Dodder Valley Park, Firhouse Road opposite Woodlawn Estate

Rathfarnham
Rathfarnham Castle Park – car park

Saggart
Parks Depot on Mill Lane

The cost of the programme varies each year depending on the number of trees presented for recycling. Typically the cost of the programme in recent years has been in the region of €30,000.
Q4/1214
GRAFFITI

QUESTION: Councillor P. Foley

To ask the Chief Executive, at a recent area committee meeting a figure was supplied for the removal of reported graffiti which was less than 40%. What steps are being taken to improve this percentage?
REPLY:
The proposal to replace the existing litter bins in the County with dual purpose bins requires an examination of a number of different aspects of this service.  There are approximately 600 litter bins in the County at present with close to 150 of these in town and village centre locations.  The bins are serviced by 5 operatives who drive side loading trucks, the 600 bin locations are assigned to one or other of the 5 daily collection routes in accordance with geographical location.  Each bin is inspected every day and when required the bin is emptied, which results in certain bins being service every day with others being serviced less frequently. 

In order to service dual purpose bins one or other of the following systems would have to be introduced; (1) the existing operatives could be provided with split body dual purpose trucks to service dual purpose bins, or (2) it would be necessary to double up on the collection routes, one for recyclables and the other for waste, using trucks similar to those currently in use.  Option 2 would require the provision of extra staff and trucks to provide this service, whereas option 1 would involve the replacement of the truck fleet.  It may also be necessary to restructure routes under option 1 and to assign additional staff resources.  There is also the cost involved in replacing the 600 bins, which at an estimated €500 per bin would amount to a total of €300,000 for bin replacement alone if all bins were to be replaced.

The waste collected from the County's litter bins is delivered to one or other of the waste transfer stations in the County which are licenced to accept this type of waste.  All such facilities have treatment processes in place for the segregation of waste into recyclable and disposable fractions, or alternatively they transfer their waste on to a facility where it can be sorted in this manner.  This aspect will require closer examination as it may mean that the waste is currently fully segregated, and that the installation of dual purpose bins may not result in any improvement in the segregation of the waste. 

It is proposed that all of the aspects mentioned above will be considered in detail and that a further report on the matter will be brought to the Council once all of the relevant information has been collated.

Q5/1204
DUAL PURPOSE WASTE BUNS 

QUESTION: Councillor M. Genockey

To ask the Chief Executive to outline the viability of installing dual purpose waste and recycle bins in place of the regular waste bins in villages and public areas in the county?
REPLY:
The proposal to replace the existing litter bins in the County with dual purpose bins requires an examination of a number of different aspects of this service.  There are approximately 600 litter bins in the County at present with close to 150 of these in town and village centre locations.  The bins are serviced by 5 operatives who drive side loading trucks, the 600 bin locations are assigned to one or other of the 5 daily collection routes in accordance with geographical location.  Each bin is inspected every day and when required the bin is emptied, which results in certain bins being service every day with others being serviced less frequently. 

In order to service dual purpose bins one or other of the following systems would have to be introduced; (1) the existing operatives could be provided with split body dual purpose trucks to service dual purpose bins, or (2) it would be necessary to double up on the collection routes, one for recyclables and the other for waste, using trucks similar to those currently in use.  Option 2 would require the provision of extra staff and trucks to provide this service, whereas option 1 would involve the replacement of the truck fleet.  It may also be necessary to restructure routes under option 1 and to assign additional staff resources.  There is also the cost involved in replacing the 600 bins, which at an estimated €500 per bin would amount to a total of €300,000 for bin replacement alone if all bins were to be replaced.

The waste collected from the County's litter bins is delivered to one or other of the waste transfer stations in the County which are licensed to accept this type of waste.  All such facilities have treatment processes in place for the segregation of waste into recyclable and disposable fractions, or alternatively they transfer their waste on to a facility where it can be sorted in this manner.  This aspect will require closer examination as it may mean that the waste is currently fully segregated, and that the installation of dual purpose bins may not result in any improvement in the segregation of the waste. 

It is proposed that all of the aspects mentioned above will be considered in detail and that a further report on the matter will be brought to the Council once all of the relevant information has been collated.
Q6/1214
HAP
QUESTION: Councillor M. Genockey

To ask the Chief Executive to provide information on how people will be chosen to take part in the HAP Scheme? Also can housing applicants, new and existing, ask to be considered for the scheme?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council have started the distribution of HAP applications to housing applicants who are not already in receipt of rent supplement since Monday 17th November 2014. This approach was agreed in light of the challenges being faced from the shortage of properties available in the Dublin rental market. We are only considering at this stage existing housing applicants who are not currently in receipt of Rent Supplement.

As agreed with the Department of Social Protection (DSP), we will move to expanding the scheme to other applicants during 2015, having agreed procedures and protocol with DSP to facilitate the movement from Rent Supplement to HAP. To date, there has been 21 HAP applications distributed however we are still awaiting the submission of a completed HAP application.
Q7/1214
BSG

QUESTION: Councillor C. King

To ask the Chief Executive to report on how many businesses have applied for the Business support grant to date, to state what this figure is as a percentage and to provide a copy of the letter sent to rate payers this year informing them of the grant?
REPLY:
Following the launch of the grant in early 2014 ratepayers were notified in both February and July/August by way of the attached notice, in addition to further emails to applicants, web, press and Facebook info and of course in person as part of the Sustainable Business Initiative throughout April-August by visits to several thousand businesses

The table below outlines some key details
	Category  
	Nos
	Status

	Eligible ratepayers under €10,000 (start of year)
	4500
	 

	Eligible rate payers who have made a Business Support Grant applications to date
	580
	Being processed

	Eligible rate payers who have paid in full
	840
	Being followed up

	Eligible Applicants on direct debit
	828
	Being followed up


The Council is in the process of assisting these further potential applicants which will by year end maximise the take up of the business Support Grant.
Q8/1214
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

QUESTION: Councillor C. King

 To ask the Chief Executive to report on the number of planning applications that have been submitted during 2014 and how many have been granted, to further state how these two figures compare to the last two years with a view to ascertaining the levels of activity within the Construction sector here in South Dublin?
REPLY:
The table below sets out the number of applications for permission received and the number of applications for permission granted in the years 2012, 2013 and up to the end of October 2014: 
	 
	2012
	2013
	2014 (End of October)

	Applications Received
	549
	577
	483

	Applications Granted
	503
	454
	452


Q9/1214
BONFIRES


QUESTION: Councillor C. King

To ask the Chief Executive how many bonfires were recorded throughout the County during the Halloween period this year, how do these figures compare to the last two years and what is the likely cost of the clean-up of same when completed?
REPLY:
There were approx 348 bonfires across the county this Halloween, which is disappointing.

The cleanup, which is currently being costed, is being undertaken by depots on both sides of the Naas Road as follows:

· Clondalkin: 151 (Corkagh 15, Grange 130, Waterstown 6) 

· Tallaght: 197 (Tymon 34, Rathfarnham Area 15, Sean Walsh 7, Saggart 136) 

In 2013 there were 378 bonfires. 

· In 2012 there were 373 bonfires.

The 2013 cleanup cost was approx €50,000 for the county and as we have c 30 fewer bonfires there should be a slight reduction in the cleanup costs.

Q10/1214
SOCIAL HOUSING 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Chief Executive, noting the Council's progression of social housing projects through the part 8 process and also noting the timescale of quarter 1 2015 for advancement of these projects, can he estimate when the first social houses will be on the ground in south Dublin county?
REPLY:
In preparation for the increased funding for housing construction projects as announced in the Government’s Social Housing Strategy the Council plans to have a total of 500 homes approved under the Part 8 planning process by the second quarter of 2015. 260 of these have already being through the Part 8 process and submitted to the Department of the Environment Community and Local Government.

The Council has already received social housing funding for 3 schemes to build a total of 15 homes. Subject to approval of the tender process from the Department of Environment and Local Government, construction on all three schemes should commence in the first quarter of 2015 with completion by the first quarter of 2016.
Q11/1204
FLOODING 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the Council's response to November flooding incidents in the county?
REPLY:
Met Eireann advised South Dublin County Council that heavy rainfall was forecast for the Dublin area between November 13th and 14th. During this period up to 65mm of rain fell within some areas of the county.

South Dublin County Council staff and crews were actively monitoring the situation both on the ground and in liaison with Met Eireann. Council crews were dispatched to cleaning gullies and removing debris from all river screens in flood prone areas. Fortunately no residential properties were flooded however as a result of this severe rainfall event localised ponding, sewer chokes and some overflows occurred.

The Council had maintenance crews on standby to deal with emergencies over the 24hrs. In addition we also provide an emergency 24/7 service where members of the public seeking assistance in an emergency can contact ph: 01 4574907. Incidents were tackled by a combination of Council's Drainage and Roads Maintenance Sections response crews. The Drainage Section responded to some 20 call outs and all were resolved.

Members of the public can also visit the council’s Winter Weather Information Section on our website www.sdcc.ie which provides practical information on how we can all take some simple steps to ensure our safety and that of others during adverse weather, the website also provides contact details of organisations and agencies that can provide guidance and assistance.

The Roads Maintenance and Drainage Sections are currently compiling a report on these flooding incidents and will review the impacts associated with recent heavy rainfall with a view to identifying a range of measures and minor works schemes that can be progressed in the short to medium term. 
Q12/1214
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Chief Executive to enumerate the number of planning applications in the County in 2014 and compare it with previous years?
REPLY:
The table below sets out the number of applications for permission received and the number of applications for permission granted in the years 2012, 2013 and up to the end of October 2014:  
	 
	2012
	2013
	2014 (End of October)

	Applications Received
	549
	577
	483

	Applications Granted
	503
	454
	452


Q13/1214
TENDERS 

QUESTION:
 Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive for a detailed update on the Request for Tenders for the preparation of a Feasibility Study to investigate the potential for small-scale hydro generated power?
REPLY:
The Architectural Services Department issued a Request for Tenders to six suitably qualified consultants for the preparation of a Feasibility Study to investigate the potential for small-scale hydro generated power on watercourses where they traverse the land area of South Dublin County Council, these are the rivers Liffey, Dodder, Griffeen, Cammock and Owendoher and their tributaries.

The purpose of this feasibility study is to provide analysis of small hydro-potential of the County for commercial purposes (>50Kwh). Specifically the study will include the identification of priority and high priority sites and associated electricity potential as well as the costs associated with developing such sites. The focus will be on commercial potential as well as the technical turbine requirements and capabilities of each site. Environmental and planning considerations will also form an important part of this analysis.

The objective of the study is to establish a basis for the systematic development of small hydro electric resources on watercourses in South Dublin and their tributaries where they traverse lands in the remit of South Dublin County Council. The focus of the study will be small hydro electric energy potential and development viability. The study will include more detailed analysis of 4 sites which are considered to have maximum development potential.

Four tender submissions were returned from:

Water Power Services
Hydro NI
Fingleton White
Eco Evolution
The tender evaluation process is underway and will be resolved shortly. It is envisaged that the contract will be awarded and the study will commence early 2015.

 

Q14/1214
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive for details, including dates and locations, of the planned Christmas tree recycling programme for January 2015?
REPLY:
The Council will again be arranging to recycle Christmas trees in January 2015. It is proposed to run the programme from Tuesday 6th January to Friday 16th January 2015. It should be noted that this facility is for domestic household trees only and not for commercial operators.  Signage will be placed at the various locations indicating that it is an official recycling point. One tree will be accepted per vehicle / household and trees can be dropped by members of the public at the following locations:

Lucan 
Beechpark open space

Sarsfield Park open space

Haydens Lane Car Park in Griffeen Valley Park

Foxborough open space

Palmerston
Glenaulin Park

Woodfarm Acres

Clondalkin
Corkagh Park (St Johns Road car park)

Corkagh Park (Green Isle car park at Caravan Park entrance)

Collinstown Park

Quarryvale Park

Foxdene open space

Grand Canal open space (junction of Bawnogue and Lockview roads)

Tallaght
Raheen open space (opposite Raheen Shopping Centre)

Seán Walsh Park – Storage area (behind Old Bawn Community College) near Parks Depot off Whitestown Way.

Greenhills
Tymon Park – Limekiln car park

Tymon Park – Tymon North Road car park

Old Bawn
Church car park (beside shopping centre)

Firhouse
Car park at Cherryfield (off the link road between Firhouse Road and Spawell Roundabout)

Car park at Dodder Valley Park, Firhouse Road opposite Woodlawn Estate

Rathfarnham
Rathfarnham Castle Park – car park

Saggart
Parks Depot on Mill Lane

The cost of the programme varies each year depending on the number of trees presented for recycling. Typically the cost of the programme in recent years has been in the region of €30,000.

Q15/1214
WORK FORCE PLANNING 

QUESTION:
 Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive for a detailed update on the Workforce Planning exercise as it relates to outdoor staff; and on the associated review of depots?
REPLY:
Discussions are ongoing with the Group of Unions in relation to the outdoor workforce plan, which will examine among other things, services, model of service delivery, structures and possible rationalisation of depots. It is premature at this stage to give any detailed update.   
Q16/1214
PART 8 PROCESS

QUESTION:  W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive for a detailed update on the planned timeframe for Part 8 planning processes, including public consultations, in relation to the signature projects planned for our County’s Villages?
REPLY:
Part 8 Consultant processes will commence as agreed at Area Committee Meetings in January 2015. Palmerstown and Newcastle are below the threshold for Part 8 process and have already been the subject of a number of community meetings in both villages. The principal and initial village project in Clondalkin – the Round Tower Visitor Centre and Public Garden – has already been noted and approved for Part 8 by the Elected Members. 

Part 8 proposals will be placed on display in the first week of January for Lucan, Rathcoole and Rathfarnham. Display for Tallaght, Saggart and Templeogue will commence toward the end of January. Public consultation will centre on the Part 8 process with the possibility of more directed smaller-scale public meetings if required.
Q17/1214
BSG

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive to outline the total amount of unspent monies from the 2014 and 2015 allocations for Business Support Grants, which is expected to be available in 2015 for investment in other initiatives, such as the “refurbishment and revitalisation” of areas of vacancy?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council is committed to supporting and enhancing enterprise in the County. The Council has undertaken a wide range of initiatives to sustain and enhance economic development in South Dublin County particularly since the commencement of the Business Sustainment Initiative in conjunction with South Dublin Chamber in 2011. One of the initiatives introduced and approved by the members in Budget 2014 was a Business Support Grant applicable to ratepayers in the County which applied to participating business paying rates of less than €10,000 (subject to certain criteria). E1.2M was provided in 2014 being c 1% of rates income.

The Grant was linked to another key project to support and assist South Dublin Chamber in undertaking a full Economic Profile of the County. This survey called to all business premises in the County and included an on-line survey. Detailed information was collated including: activity, location, employment and the general business environment. The survey was launched in draft format at the South Dublin County Expo in October and will be published in full before Christmas. 
Following discussions during the adoption of the 2015 budget the members approved the continuation of the business support grant. It was further agreed that the surplus from the 2014 budget and potentially arising from 2015 provision be utilised to support business in the County based on feedback received from the survey and South Dublin Chamber.  

A key issue emerging from the carrying out of the County Economic Profile is the need to focus funding to give effective support to enhance the physical environment of industrial estates within the County; this is particularly in the case of areas which are underutilised with higher rates of vacancy. This issue is also emerging through parallel research which the Council has been undertaking through analysing rates information and on the ground surveys. 

As a practical support to existing business support and enhance our underutilised industrial areas monies that are surplus to Business Support Grant 2014 and 2015 will be utilised to concentrate on effectively enhancing a number of industrial areas with a view to replicating this in a broader rolling programme over the coming years, subject to budgetary approval. 

It is envisaged that this programme will:

· Seek the active participation of businesses within areas identified in need of immediate improvement 

· Identify a series of Improvements Works which will be funded. These works will generally be related to the physical improvement of the area. 

· In the first instance we will identify pilot programme location(s). Area(s) will be identified based on an analysis of the existing research and in conjunction with South Dublin Chamber. 

· Develop a programme of works to be carried out in conjunction with an active local business group, funded through the Business Support Grant. 

· Develop a projected schedule for the rollout of this programme which may include a graduated series of interventions. 

Potentially the programme may also provide supports in terms of training and marketing opportunities highlighted in the survey and follow up discussions with business.

Proposals in relation of the detailed programme approach will be presented to, and considered by the Economic, Enterprise and Tourism SPC and reported to Council.
Q18/1214
FLOURIDATION

QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Brien
To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the cost to SDCC to put fluoride in the water supply in 2012, 2013 and 2014. Now that Irish water has been set up is this cost now the responsibility of Irish water or does SDCC still pay for this?
REPLY:
Fluoride is added to drinking water at water treatment plants. Historically this has been done by Local Authorities on behalf of the HSE, who fund the fluoridation of drinking water.

As there are no water treatment plants located within the SDCC area, there was no cost to SDCC for the addition of fluoride to water supplies.

Irish Water now has responsibility for the drinking water supply, however we anticipate that the HSE will continue to fund the cost of adding fluoride to drinking water supplies.

Nationally, approximately €3.86m (2011) is spent on water fluoridation annually.
Q19/1214
PLACENAMES


QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Chief Executive for a report on this Councils policy in relation to place names, to include in his reply the role played by Townlands in identifying settlements, estates and roads, the role of local folklore and traditional/popular place names and how areas such as North Clondalkin, South Lucan and West Tallaght (using them as examples only) came to be named and if he can identify the Townlands on which they are located?
REPLY:
The Council's policy in relation to place names is set out as follows:-

"While the responsibility for proposing naming and numbering schemes for new developments rests with the developer, the Council advises developers of requirements and approves the eventual scheme. The use of the Irish language exclusively is encouraged.

It is Council policy that the name chosen for a development must reflect the local and/or historical context of the area in which it is located. This should be done in a manner that is not overly obscure or difficult to relate to. This can be achieved by reference to local history; the townland, parish or other long-established name, past industry or employment in the area, local topography, or a well-known association of a significant historical individual, event or custom from the local area. Local history societies or a local library may be able to offer advice.

The name proposed to the Naming and Numbering section of the Planning Department must also not duplicate or be easily confused with an existing name in the County. This is in the interests of owners, occupiers, visitors, service and utility providers and for rapid emergency service provision. The scheme must also comply with the guidelines on naming and numbering of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, preferably should include the use exclusively of the Irish language and should have regard to the Guidelines issued by the Place Names Commission (An Coimisiún Logainmneacha). In this way the naming of new developments can contribute to or help maintain a sense of identity for the area in which it is located."

The grouping of parts of Clondalkin, Lucan or Tallaght together using a 'north', 'south' or 'west' prefix has evolved into general parlance as a means of describing a series of neighbourhoods that generally share certain characteristics, but do not comprise the totality of the settlement. The names of individual neighbourhoods are almost always based on local townland names or local features e.g. Neilstown, Rowlagh, Finnstown, Griffeen, Jobstown, Fettercairn, but in isolation, each of these areas is not quite at the scale of a district, which is typically larger.  This has given rise to shorthand groupings prefixed by 'north', 'south' or 'west' when referring to such areas as a subset of an overall settlement as in the case of Clondalkin, Lucan or Tallaght.
Q20/1214
HOMELESS SERVICES IN SOUTH DUBLIN
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the specific supports for Homeless Persons and Families provided either directly or indirectly by this Council and to include in the report the numbers catered for over the past eleven months, what current plans are in place to provide additional services and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
Homeless Services for Dublin are delivered on a regional basis and are funded through DECLG, HSE and the four Local Authorities.

South Dublin County Council’s 2015 Annual Service Plan for Housing Services will provide for

· Provision of Assessment & Placement Service 

· Outreach Worker 

· Contribution towards provision of emergency accommodation – Supported Temporary Accommodation (STA), Temporary Emergency Accommodation (TEA), Long-term Supported Housing (LTSH); Private Emergency Accommodation (B&B / Hotel Accommodation) and Saoirse Women’s Refuge. 

· Contribution towards support services such as Focus Ireland Tallaght, Homeless Advice Unit, Focus Ireland Tenancy Sustainment Service; SLI Visiting Support Service through Dublin Simon, Focus Ireland New Presenters Support Service; Focus Ireland Homeless Action Team, Housing First Intake Team and Housing First Visiting Support Team 

As at the end of October, 2014 the Assessment and Placement service provided this Council has had 1779 unique Individual/Family presentations.

The homeless service offers the following 

1. Advice/Assessment 

2. Bed Placement 

3. Completion of Housing Needs Assessment 

4. Sign up for Social Housing 

5. Sli Service - which aids the establishment and maintenance of a tenancy once signed for over a period of time in accordance of need 

6. Provides an outreach service including prison visits 

7. Weekly clinic in CARP 

In addition the annual Cold Weather Initiative has been in place since 1st November 2014 and it will run until the end of March 2014. It provides an emergency humanitarian response to the needs of persons who may be sleeping rough during cold weather. It provides dedicated additional beds to the existing number of beds available on a nightly basis in the Dublin region.

The Initiative aims to support individuals, who may not access the current range of services including persons who tend not to engage with homeless accommodation providers or day services or persons who may be ineligible in terms of social welfare benefits and find themselves in very vulnerable situations without accommodation.

There are up to 150 additional beds provided during the 5 months of this service on a regional basis.

The Council had a supported temporary accommodation facility in the Tallaght area for people sleeping rough in South Dublin. It caters for 21 individuals at any one time. In an effort to increase the number of beds available for those sleeping rough the Council has recently made 4 x 2 bed apartments available as move on for those in the facility who are considered capable of independent living. It is envisaged that these units will cater for 8 persons to move on and live independently with supports

The Dublin Regional Homeless Executive has introduced a new on-street service, which combines street outreach and Housing First has been in place since October 1st 2014. The service provides two teams:

Intake Team - If a person is sleeping rough and needs accommodation and support or if they are interested in referring to Housing First

Intensive Case Management (ICM) Team – If a person is already a Housing First tenant

Housing First focuses on providing long-term tenancies for those who have been long-term rough sleeping with the provision of time unlimited wrap around support services to assist them in maintaining their tenancy. This service has been contacted and is now working with the rough sleepers in the County.  In addition discussions are ongoing with Focus Ireland who provide a drop in and advice centre in Tallaght to extend their service to provide additional hot drinks and sandwiches. 

Q21/1214
FLOODING 
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell
To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the cleaning of gullies and surface water drains across the County and to state if he is satisfied that the present approach is satisfactory given the incidence of heavy downpours in recent years and to indicate where concerned residents or traders are to go when they notice blocked drains or are worried about flooding, in and out of office hours, now that Irish Water and Local Authorities share responsibilities?
REPLY: 
Met Eireann advised South Dublin County Council that heavy rainfall was forecast for the Dublin area between November 13th and 14th. During this period up to 65mm of rain fell within some areas of the county.

South Dublin County Council staff and crews were actively monitoring the situation both on the ground and in liaison with Met Eireann. Council crews were dispatched to cleaning gullies and removing debris from all river screens in flood prone areas. Fortunately no residential properties were flooded however as a result of this severe rainfall event localised ponding, sewer chokes and some overflows occurred.

The Council had maintenance crews on standby to deal with emergencies over the 24hrs. In addition we also provide an emergency 24/7 service where members of the public seeking assistance in an emergency can contact ph: 01 4574907. Incidents were tackled by a combination of Council's Drainage and Roads Maintenance Sections response crews. The Drainage Section responded to some 20 call outs and all were resolved.

Members of the public can also visit the council’s Winter Weather Information Section on our website www.sdcc.ie which provides practical information on how we can all take some simple steps to ensure our safety and that of others during adverse weather, the website also provides contact details of organisations and agencies that can provide guidance and assistance.

The Roads Maintenance and Drainage Sections are currently compiling a report on these flooding incidents and will review the impacts associated with recent heavy rainfall with a view to identifying a range of measures and minor works schemes that can be progressed in the short to medium term. 

Matters associated with surface water still reside with the Local Authority. Irish Water is the new national water utility and is now responsible for managing the delivery of water services to homes and businesses in Ireland. As the new Water Authority, Irish Water are responsible for both potable water and wastewater services. Irish Water recently issued a communiqué to all public representatives as to the appropriate Irish Water lines of communication. These details are re-iterated here -

Dedicated Direct Line for Councillors:   1890 178 178, between 9am to 5.30pm,   5 days per week Monday to Friday.

Email:  localrepsupport@water.ie
Operations Line    1890 278 278?LoCall number for South City   24 hour operation   Metering, General, Customer Reactive enquiries

Minicom   1890 378 378
Customer Campaign   Application Line    1890 448 448/ 01 7072824   8am to 8pm every day    Application Processing / Enquiry

On-line Channels    www.water.ie, and   Twitter - @IrishWater
Q22/1214
TOURISM ACTIONS 

QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor
To ask the Chief Executive to report to the Council on his plans to attract tourists to the South Dublin Council area in 2015 and to confirm what initiatives are proposed in that regard?
REPLY:
Following the formation of a Tourism Interests Working Group in September, the Council initiated a tender process, informed by the Group, for the engagement of tourism consultants to develop a strategy and action plan for tourism development in the County.

Following this process Tourism Development International have been engaged and are now embarking upon research and consultation with the Council, the Working Group and the local tourism and hospitality industry and stakeholders in the development of an action plan to identify opportunities and actions for tourism development in the County.

Progress on the Strategy will be reported to, and informed by, the Working Group and the Economic, Enterprise and Tourism SPC.

The strategy will inform the future development of ongoing projects currently funded by the Council including village schemes, signage, and events and festivals to enhance County promotion and attract tourist visitors to the County.

Q23/1214
VOLUNTEERISM
QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor
To ask the Chief Executive to confirm what plans he has to continue to encourage and promote volunteerism throughout the county?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council has a dedicated Community Development Section which works to support and develop community activity throughout the County.   Volunteers play a vital role in the life of this County and their work and dedication is recognised by those who receive much needed services as a result of their work and by the Council.   
The encouragement and promotion of volunteerism is progressed in partnership with many other organisations throughout the County and in particular with the South Dublin County Volunteer Centre.  Volunteering in itself provides a reward, however the Council is looking at ways to publically acknowledge the work that the thousands of volunteers do and recognise how their work improves the quality of life for all of us living and working in South Dublin County.  The Community Development team will work with the newly formed Social and Community Strategic Policy Committee to look at ways of recognising our existing volunteers and highlighting their work and also identify opportunities  to encourage and support new volunteers.  The newly formed Public Participation Network will be represented on the SPC and their local knowledge and experience of volunteerism will help in this process. 

Q24/1214
COMMUNITY CENTRE REPORT
QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor
To ask the Chief Executive to outline his plans to assist community centres throughout the county, appreciating the need for our community centres to continue to be available for a wide use of activities?
REPLY;

The council is committed to the continued support and development of the numerous Community Centre's across the county. They form the support structure around which many voluntary community actions are delivered. They are managed in the main, by dedicated voluntary Management Committees, who give of their time and energies 7 days a week.

In recognition of this local commitment this Council assists with the provision of staff, from the Community Services Department, to assist and advise local management committees. The Council also administers 120 JI/CE participants who operate within the Centres. Funding is also provided under several categories in the Community grants scheme to aid management of the Centres and sustainability.

During the recent financial downturn, this Council has both maintained and increased the community centre stock and managed to retain the support funding levels. In addition, through the Capital Programme an investment of €200,000 is proposed for the upgrade of 15 centres.

Provision has been made in the 2015 budget to provide €15,000 towards the cost of the provision of Corporate Governance training for Management Committees and a fund of €150,000 will be provided under ' Community Initiative Fund' which will provide an opportunity for significant community enhancement.

A review of the Community Grants Scheme (2015)  will give further scope to refine the current levels of funding to the support of Community Centres. A report will be generated for discussion at the Community SPC.
Q25/1214
HALLOWEEN

QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor
To ask the Chief Executive to present to the Council a full report on the success of the Council’s efforts to protect our open spaces from Halloween bonfires and will he also confirm if any lessons have been learned which would form part of his plans to deal with this issue in 2015?
REPLY:
During the Halloween season:

· 115 applications were received for the Bulbs Not Bonfires scheme, which was run through the Social Credits Scheme

· A Halloween pack including information and activity sheets was made available to all schools 

· 145 students took part in the annual Halloween Recycle workshop 

· Safe Halloween talks took place 2 schools (Adamstown & Neilstown) in conjunction with Dublin Fire Brigade, Dublin Bus and members of An Garda Siochana. 

· 209 passes were provided to social credits applicants for access to the Civic Amenity Site 

· Door to door WEEE collection prior to Halloween by CCCRI 

There were 348 bonfires across the county this Halloween, which represents a reduction of approximately 30 bonfires on the 2013 figure. The reduction in bonfires is for the most part due to the substantial effort by the Council to deter the activity through the range of measures outlined above combined with a significant effort in removing bonfire material in the run up to Halloween. 

As with previous years, the financial costs of the cleanups, in the region of €50, 000, could well have been applied to more productive purposes.

Q26/1214
SOCIAL INCLUSION


QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor
To ask the Chief Executive to congratulate the Council's Social Inclusion office on the success of the recent Social Inclusion Programme; will he present a report on that programme and confirm plans being made for such initiatives in 2015?
REPLY:
The Social Inclusion Unit organised in excess of 50 events throughout the week to highlight the positive work carried out by this Council to promote social inclusion and build positive, healthy communities in our County. The week provides the Unit with an opportunity to develop a sense of well-being and inclusion for all members of our communities.

Social Inclusion Week is a declaration of intent and recognition that everyone has a role to play in our community. Today’s societies are more diverse than ever. This week provided us with a platform to promote the ongoing work of our Social Inclusion Unit to a broader audience.

There was over 200 people at the launch of Social Inclusion Week on Monday 17 November 2014 and 250 Active Retired enjoyed the annual tea dance in the Red Cow Inn on 20 November.

A musical evening with GLORIA (Dublin Lesbian and Gay Choir) was a great success in the Civic Theatre, Tallaght on Sunday 23 November 2014 raising awareness for Marriage Equality. The grand finale of Social Inclusion Week “Social Inclusion through the Performing Arts” was a great success with a full house and over 150 participants performed in the show.

All the events organised during the week were well attended and enjoyed by all. Social Inclusion Week 2015 will take place from Monday 16 November 2015 to Sunday 22 November 2015.
Q27/1214
ABANDONED HOUSES


QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan
To ask the Chief Executive what is the situation with private properties throughout the County which have been abandoned by their owners and where such neglect causes distress and damage to neighbouring properties

REPLY:
All reports of dereliction or abandonment are referred to the Architectural Services Department for inspection. Enforcement action, where deemed appropriate, is taken on foot of that inspection report, as quickly as possible.

Where a site is found to be non-derelict but at risk of becoming derelict, a statutory notice, pursuant to Section 11 of the Derelict Sites Act 1990 (the Act), is served on the registered owner requiring that works specified in the Notice are carried out within a period specified by the Council, which in accordance with the Act, cannot be less than one month from the expiration of fourteen days from the date of service of the Notice.

Where a site is found to be derelict, a statutory notice, pursuant to Section 8 (2) of the Act, is served on the registered owner advising them of the Council’s intention to enter the particulars of the site on the Derelict Sites Register and allowing a reasonable period of time for the making of representations, in accordance with the Act. The Council, having considered any such representation, will have the site re-inspected and decide whether the site should be entered on the Register. Where a decision is taken to enter the particulars of a site on the Register, a statutory notice pursuant to Section 8 (7) of the Act is served on the owner, advising them of the entry.

There can be delays in establishing ownership of a site/property, particularly over the past couple of years where numerous properties have been abandoned and loans have become dysfunctional. It can be a very protracted process where a bank has begun proceedings to repossess a property, a loan has been taken over by NAMA or banks have applied to have assets placed in receivership. In other cases, it has proven very difficult to establish the current location of the registered owner of a site/property or very difficult personal circumstances have pertained, which have to be handled very sensitively.
Q28/1214
TREE PRUNING PROGRAMME

QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan
To ask the Chief Executive what criteria was used by the council when choosing which estates with written confirmation of their inclusion in the tree pruning programme, would be excluded from this year’s amended tree pruning programme?
REPLY:
The Tree Maintenance Programme for Winter 2014 / 2015 as presented to the November meetings of the four Area Committees represents the completion of outstanding works from 2014 with the addition of commitments given high priority for action during 2014 and tree works committed for 2015. Priority in 2015 is particularly being given to completing tree maintenance works on individual street trees where commitments have been outstanding over a prolonged period. As outlined in the recent presentations to the Area Committees, when the backlog of outstanding commitments for tree maintenance of individual trees has been addressed, the Council’s aim is to move towards more efficient, cost effective proactive management of the County’s street tree population. The focus of tree maintenance works will be on advancing a programme of planned cyclical tree maintenance on an estate by estate basis rather than reacting to isolated individual requests. Individual trees will only be dealt with if deemed to be a priority category or emergency situation.

In compiling the Tree Maintenance Programme for 2015, a review of the lists of individual trees and of whole estates outstanding from 2014 was undertaken having regard to the reality of available resources. Within the Terenure/Templeogue, Rathfarnham and Tallaght Central electoral areas, there is a particularly high number of commitments for tree maintenance on individual trees. The whole estates prioritised for inclusion in the 2015 Programme for all electoral areas were those where there is a concentration of individual trees requiring maintenance. In consideration of available resources and the Health & Safety and Traffic Management procedures that must be put in place to undertake work on individual trees, the completion of tree maintenance in an entire estate where there is a number of existing commitments for works on individual trees, represents a more efficient use of the Council’s tree maintenance resources. In the context of the above, there were a small number of estates outstanding from 2014 which have not been carried forward and prioritised for pruning in 2015. These estates will be prioritised for tree maintenance in line with the Council’s planned move towards completing trees on an estate by estate basis as soon as the outstanding commitments for maintenance of individual trees as listed in the Tree Maintenance Programme for 2015 has been completed.
Q29/1214
SCHOOLS SPEED LIMIT
QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole
To ask the Chief Executive to examine the speed limits that are currently in place adjacent to all schools in the county with a view to reducing speed limits to a limit appropriate for school areas?
REPLY:
This matter is to be examined in the context of the speed limit byelaw which is to be reviewed in early 2015 following the current public consultation in relation to speed limits in residential areas.
Q30/1214
CORONERS FEES
QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole
To ask the Chief Executive to provide a detailed report on the costs incurred through the use of the services of the Coroner over the last 3 years (€450,000 budgeted this year) including when and for exactly what SDCC have used services of the Coroner?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council are invoiced quarterly for costs relating to the Coroners Shared Service for the four Dublin Local Authorities. The costs are allocated on the basis of the population in each of the Local Authority areas in accordance with the latest Central Statistics Office Census figures. For the apportioned costs in 2014, South Dublin County Councils portion based on population has been 20.83%.

The overall apportioned costs in 2012 were € 345,080.60, in 2013 were € 356,061.74 and in 2014 € 344,967.84.

The cost of the service includes items such as Wages and Salaries, toxicology fees, post-mortem fees, undertaker costs, Deputy State Pathologists fees, and inquest fees, as well as administration costs of telephone bills, stationary and printing and gas and electricity.

Q31/1214
FLOODING
QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole
To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report on the effects of flooding particularly the floods that happened on Thursday 13 last, and what plans were put in place including which areas were worst hit?
REPLY:
Met Eireann advised South Dublin County Council that heavy rainfall was forecast for the Dublin area between November 13th and 14th. During this period up to 65mm of rain fell within some areas of the county.

South Dublin County Council staff and crews were actively monitoring the situation both on the ground and in liaison with Met Eireann. Council crews were dispatched to cleaning gullies and removing debris from all river screens in flood prone areas. Fortunately no residential properties were flooded however as a result of this severe rainfall event localised ponding, sewer chokes and some overflows occurred.

The Council had maintenance crews on standby to deal with emergencies over the 24hrs. In addition we also provide an emergency 24/7 service where members of the public seeking assistance in an emergency can contact ph: 01 4574907. Incidents were tackled by a combination of Council's Drainage and Roads Maintenance Sections response crews. The Drainage Section responded to some 20 call outs and all were resolved.

Members of the public can also visit the council’s Winter Weather Information Section on our website www.sdcc.ie which provides practical information on how we can all take some simple steps to ensure our safety and that of others during adverse weather, the website also provides contact details of organisations and agencies that can provide guidance and assistance.

The Roads Maintenance and Drainage Sections are currently compiling a report on these flooding incidents and will review the impacts associated with recent heavy rainfall with a view to identifying a range of measures and minor works schemes that can be progressed in the short to medium term. 
Q32/1214
HOMELESS FACILITY
QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive to look at a location for an emergency hostel in the SDCC area that would accommodate rough sleepers and those in crisis?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council is committed to delivering better outcomes for our homeless population within the County. To this end the Council is currently examining the feasibility as well as funding options for the establishment of an additional Supported Temporary Accommodation (STA) Facility similar to that currently in operation in the Tallaght Area.  A report on this matter will be brought to the Housing, Social & Community Development SPC as soon as details are available.

The Council is constantly looking at availability and opportunities for Supported Temporary Accommodation. 

Q33/1214
AWARDS CEREMONIES
QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive to look at a yearly awards system that acknowledges the work of tidy towns in the areas, local sports heroes and general achievements for the whole of SDCC area. What if any plans are in place for this for 2015?
REPLY:
The Council fully acknowledges and recognises the tremendous work carried out all across the county by voluntary, community groups and activists and supports this work in many practical ways. Among the supports provided are the various Community Grants Scheme and other financial assistance measures, as well as the knowledge and advice provided every day by the Community Services Team, the Social Inclusion Unit, the Sports Office and many other areas of the Council's operations. 

Consideration of the matters raised in the question has been prioritised in the draft work programme for the Social and Community Strategic Policy Committee and in this regard it has been agreed that a full review of both existing and proposed grant / aid programmes will be carried out by the Strategic Policy Committee as a matter of urgency. When the Strategic Policy Committee have completed their deliberations, a full report will be presented to the members of the Council for approval.
Q34/1214
MENTAL HEALTH WEEK
QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on Mental Health week and to give available statistics for this week?
REPLY:

The Council's inaugural Health and Well Being Week ran from 29th September to 5th October 2014. An extensive programme of events was developed in partnership with a host of organisations and agencies throughout the County. Health and wellbeing is one of the major challenges faced by all who live work or visit our County and healthy minds and bodies are essential to enjoying complete physical, mental and social wellbeing.

One of the primary objectives of the weeklong activities was to give those at risk of exclusion the opportunity to get out and get involved. The planning for Health and Well Being Week 2015 will shortly begin and in this regard the matter will be listed with others for consideration by the Social and Community Strategic Policy Committee as an integral part of their work plan. Members will be advised of the plans as they are developed and agreed.
Q35/1214
QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on Library usage in SDCC proving all available statistics and facts?
REPLY:
The following covers 2013 being the last full year for which statistics are available.
Issues
Adult Non-Fiction                   228,292

Adult Fiction                          263,370

Junior Issues                         508,268

Schools Library Service              2,282

Sound Recordings                    35,674

DVD/Videos                           297,369

Other Media                            56,274

Adult Non-Fiction e-books           2,560

Children’s e-books                    29,062

Adult Fiction e-books                  4,549

e-magazine downloads               1,872

Film downloads                              31

e-audio downloads                     3,753  

 

Total Book Issues                1,002,212

Total Multimedia Issues          389,317

Total e-resources Issues           41,827

Total Issues                     1,433,356         

 

Active Membership
 Adult Members                        42,383

Child Members                         21,253

Total Membership                   63,638
 

Visits   
 Library Visits                        1,168,450

Unique website visits                611,741

 

Internet Sessions
 Internet sessions in Libraries    294,981

 

Wi-Fi Sessions
 Wi-Fi sessions in Libraries          29,629

 

Events
 
Lectures/Events                          4,662

Exhibitions                                    331

Q36/1214
MEMBERS ALLOWANCES

QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the cost factors for Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Area Chair and Chairs of SPC's and any extra payments Councillors may get for extra roles?
REPLY:
In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Reform Act 2014, certain changes were introduced in relation to payments made to members of Local Authorities, the Mayor and Deputy Mayor.

The approved allowance for the Mayor is € 30,000 per annum and € 6,000 per annum for the Deputy Mayor. The Mayor also receives a car allowance of € 529 per month. Chairs of the Strategic Policy Committees receive an allowance of € 6,000 per annum. All members receive a Representational Payment of € 1,380.42 per month and an allowance of € 540.57 per month for attendance to at least 80% of the required meetings. There are no extra allowances for the Chairs of the Area Committees, or for membership of any other Committee.

Allowances are currently also due to Members for the provision of mobile phone services up to maximum of € 600 per annum, however it is intended to review this arrangement by moving to an arrangement for the provision of mobile phones through the Corporate contract.
H6/1214
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H7a)/1214
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/1214
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF 5.02 ACRES AT GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:

“An application, has been received from Interxion Ireland Limited, Unit 24 Hume Avenue, Parkwest Business Park, Dublin 12 to acquire 5.02 acres at Grange Castle Business Park to construct a data centre facility.

I recommend that subject to the provision of Section 183 of the local Government Act 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 that the Council dispose of by way of a 999 year lease a site of 5.02 ares or thereabouts as outlined in Red of Drawing no. 02_028D_912 at Grange Castle Business Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to Interxion Ireland Limited (The Applicant), Unit 24, Hume Avenue, Parkwest Business Park, Dublin 12 for the purposes of developing a Data Centre Facility subject to the following terms and conditions which are to be incorporated into the proposed Lease.

1  (a) That the lands being disposed of comprise approximately 5.02 acres or thereabouts.   A formal disposal map shall be prepared in due course by the Council for inclusion with the legal documents but in the interim a draft plan for identification purposes Drawing No ​​​​02_028D_912 is annexed showing the site outlined in red.

(b)    The Council will retain a 5 metre wayleave area along the boundaries of the site. This wayleave is shown shaded yellow on Drawing No. 02_028D_912. This wayleave will be required within the perimeter of the lands being disposed of to facilitate the existing and future servicing by the Council of this site and any other lands.

2.  That the consideration due to the Council shall be calculated on the basis of the sum of €250,000 (two hundred and fifty thousand euro) per acre (the “Purchase Price”), payable, as to the amounts described at (a), (b) and (c) below:-

(a)              10% of the Purchase Price on signing and exchange of a Contract for Sale / an Agreement for Lease in respect of the site. Such amount to be refunded in the event that the development proposed for the site does not receive full planning permission, and/or in the event of any of the terms and conditions of the disposal not having been satisfied.

(b)             80% of the Purchase Price within 15 business days of date of The Applicant’s entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing construction works on foot of the final grant of planning permission (provided that, for the avoidance of doubt, The Applicant shall be entitled to carry out due diligence and engineering analysis activities (including, but not limited to geotechnical analysis and studies, soils testing, water analysis, site borings, environmental assessments, etc.) prior to the payment of this sum in accordance with any building licence to that effect as described in term no. 5.

(c)              The remaining 10% of the Purchase Price on the grant of the Master Lease which shall occur at the time and in the manner set out in term no. 10 below.

The Council shall be entitled to charge interest at a rate of eight per cent (8%) per annum on any outstanding sums in the event of failure by The Applicant to pay the foregoing sums on the above dates. This interest rate penalty shall be calculated on a daily basis for any period of time deposits are outstanding without cause.

3. That The Applicant must apply for full planning permission (and if requested provide an Environmental Impact Statement) for the development on 50% of the site not later than 3 months from the date of signing the Contract or such other date as may be approved solely at the discretion of the Council. The Applicant shall forward to the Council within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission, and in any event, no later than one month prior to The Applicant commencing works on foot of the final grant of planning permission, a copy of the outline building programme for such works describing the key construction milestones.
4. That: (i) if the construction works (meaning site preparation and shell and core construction) have not commenced within six months of the date of final grant of planning permission for the development, or such later date as may be agreed in writing with South Dublin County Council; or (ii) if shell and core construction works are not substantially completed in accordance with the final grant of planning permission within thirty (30) months from the date of commencement of such works then either party may by written notification on the other rescind the agreement for lease / contract for sale. And further that, in the event that the final grant of planning permission is issued containing conditions which The Applicant considers to be onerous, The Applicant may by written notification to the Council rescind the Agreement for Lease/Contract for Sale. In event of rescission on any of the foregoing grounds, any monies paid to the date thereof under term no. 2 above shall be repaid to The Applicant without the payment of interest. 

5. That the Council shall enter into an Agreement for Lease or Contract for Sale in respect of the sale of the site to The Applicant (by way of grant of the Master Lease), based on and to give effect to these heads of terms, and which Agreement / Contract shall contain a License authorising The Applicant to enter into the site from the date thereof prior to the grant of the Master Lease, to carry out due diligence and site analysis (including, but not limited to geotechnical analysis and studies, soils testing, water analysis, site borings, environmental assessments, etc.) prior to the grant of final planning permission, and after the issue of such permission, to construct the data centre. The Agreement / Contract shall contain further reasonable obligations upon The Applicant with respect to that construction to ensure the satisfactory completion of the approved development on the site. 

6. The Applicant will be responsible for all planning levies and contributions payable in accordance with the Council’s Development Contribution Scheme made under the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and agrees not to exercise any right to appeal against the financial contributions. The contributions under the Scheme are payable prior to entry on to the site or as otherwise agreed by the Council. The Applicant must satisfy themselves as to the capacity of all services to service the proposed development. 

[A special Arts contribution fixed at 50 cent per square foot of gross building areas shall apply and shall be payable no earlier than the grant of the Master Lease.]

7. That all site investigations (including archaeological investigations), groundwork’s, overhead cable diversions, demolitions/site clearance/septic site removal (such works are subject to regulations and to obtaining the relevant statutory licenses), services connections, development and associated costs incurred in the delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by The Applicant. 

8. The Applicant shall undertake not to use the site for any purposes other than that of carrying out the proposed development, i.e. a data centre and related facilities and office accommodation which contain its substantial operations and subject to the terms of the “Master Lease” (see term no. 10 below). All buildings shall be occupied by the applicants or their tenants, agents, employees, invitees and/or assigns in accordance with the terms of the Master Lease. 

9. The Applicant shall build nothing (except with the prior written approval of the Council) on the site except the buildings shown on the approved drawings and for which Planning Permission has been granted, as outlined in term no. 3. Full ‘as constructed’ drawings shall be appended to the Master Lease. A maintenance Plan for the external areas and buildings shall be submitted to the Council. 

10. That as soon as building works have reached eaves level (in other words the “topping-out” phase of construction, meaning that all foundations are in place, the structural system is erected and inspected, and the building is weather-tight with roof complete) in accordance with relevant planning permission(s) in the development on the site, and if the works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the County Architect acting reasonably, the Council will grant the applicants a Lease of that site. The Lease shall be for a term of 999 years (commencing from a date to be agreed upon, but no earlier than the date of Practical Completion of the buildings thereon) subject to a rent of €500 per annum (exclusive of rates, taxes, and outgoings in respect of the site) which will be reviewed at the end of every 5 years of the term in line with any changes in the Irish Consumer Price Index. The Council’s Solicitors shall draft the lease for approval by The Applicants solicitors. The Lease granted shall be known as the Master Lease (“Master Lease”). The Master Lease shall provide that the Lessee shall become a member of the management company for the Business Park and shall pay the annual service charge described in accordance with the provisions of the Master Lease and appendices thereto. 

11. As no direct access to the site from the dual carriageway will be permitted the Council shall construct the Road and Services shown shaded blue measuring approx. 150 metres in length, as shown on Drawing No. 02_028D_912 and shall recover 50% of the cost of construction of the roads and services from the Applicant. 

12. That the Agreement to Lease or Contract for Sale is not to operate as a Lease and it shall not be transferable save in the case of a financial institution of good standing which has entered into a mortgage with the applicants specifically for the purposes of financing the applicants to undertake the development of the site. 

13. That South Dublin County Council reserves the right, only to be exercised by the Council acting reasonably, to re-enter on the site and resume possession thereof should the applicants fail to commence and complete the buildings within the period specified at term no. 4 above or in the event of the dissolution, bankruptcy or insolvency of the applicants save in the case where a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with the applicants for the purposes of financing the development of the site and enforces its security against the site. South Dublin County Council shall provide written notice of any intent to exercise this right and offer a 30 day cure period for rectification of any default on The Applicant’s part, including use of mediation/arbitration, or similar third-party intercession. 

14. That during the building period and pending the grant of the Master Lease, The Applicant will provide all reasonably required evidence of the ‘all risks’, public liability and employer’s liability insurance cover maintained by The Applicant for the construction period. It is acknowledged that following completion of the construction of the data centre, the building and all insurable risks associated therewith will be included in The Applicant’s self-insurance programme. All insurance will be subject to the approval of the Councils insurance advisors, acting reasonably. 

The insurance shall, be in the joint names of The Applicant and the Council, or shall contain an indemnity to principals clause, and will be for such an     amount  as will provide cover for the full Reinstatement Value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for Professional Fees and removal of debris charges

The Applicant shall also indemnify South Dublin County Council against any claim for compensation which might / may be made by any party arising out of  building works being carried out on the site, or any working areas or on any access points thereto.

15. That the Council is and shall be carrying out extensive construction projects in the Business Park. Both parties shall use their reasonable endeavours to ensure that any interaction between respective contractors employed to carry out any works including, but not limited to building or road works, is carried out in an open and transparent manner with engineers and liaison officers such as to ensure that no additional contract costs accrue to either party.

16. That no uncovered outdoor storage shall be permitted on the subject lands. All processing, packing, waste disposal or recycling and such like operations shall be carried out within suitable structures or equipment such as compactors located on the premises in accordance with any statutory regulations or requirements in that regard

17. That all car and commercial vehicle parking areas, loading areas and service areas must be suitably landscaped and screened from public view. In this regard The Applicant shall carry out at The Applicants costs such boundary and landscape treatment works as the Council may reasonably require, bearing in mind the nature of the Park and provided that such works are not substantially more than required of any other occupiers of the Park during construction. Such works may, only where reasonable, be in addition to similar works required under a planning permission for development of the subject lands. The Applicant shall submit a copy of its landscaping and security plan to the Council’s Development Department prior to the grant of the Master Lease for approval.

18. That each party shall be responsible for their own professional (i.e. legal, engineering, architects, and other required consultants’) fees in this case.

19. That The Applicant shall pay any V.A.T., stamp duty or taxes arising at any stage in the transactions (except where any lawful exemption or relief therefore applies), including on the creation of a Building Licence (if any), an Agreement to Lease or Contract for Sale, Option Agreement and a Master Lease.

20. That the Councils Solicitor shall draft the Agreements, Contracts and Leases and may include further reasonable terms and conditions as deemed appropriate to give effect to the heads of terms set out herein, including provision for use of an expert or arbitrator process to settle any disputes arising, as appropriate, in order to achieve a reasonable balance in the protection of the parties’ respective interests in the matter. In the case of disputes concerning final measurement and valuation of the site for the purposes of calculating the Purchase Price, an arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as arbitrator. This person to be appointed by agreement of the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland. The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.

21.  That The Applicant shall satisfy South Dublin County Council (acting reasonably) prior to exchange of the agreement for Lease/Contract for Sale, that sufficient funds are available for the payment of the sums set out in term no. 2 above, and prior to commencement of construction or the relevant phase thereof as appropriate.

22.  That the above proposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

23.  No agreement enforceable at law is created or is intended to be created until an exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired in 1997 from Alfred Beattie and in 1978 from Thomas J Beattie for industrial, housing and open space purposes.

Daniel McLoughlin, 
Chief Executive.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin, J. Graham, T. Gilligan and M. Murphy. 

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive responded to Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and RESOLVED:

“That subject to the provision of Section 183 of the local Government Act 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 the Council dispose of by way of a 999 year lease a site of 5.02 acres or thereabouts as outlined in Red of Drawing no. 02_028D_912 at Grange Castle Business Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to Interxion Ireland Limited (The Applicant), Unit 24, Hume Avenue, Parkwest Business Park, Dublin 12 for the purposes of developing a Data Centre Facility subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report, which are to be incorporated into the proposed Lease.”
H7c)/1214
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOTS OF LAND ADJACENT TO COOKSTOWN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO HENRY DENNY & SONS (IRELAND) LTD TO REGULARISE TITLE - VARIATION IN NAME OF PURCHASER

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting held on 12th November, 2012, noted the proposal to dispose of two plots of land as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/08/09 Rev A having a combined area of 300 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to Cookstown Industrial Estate to Henry Denny & Sons (Ireland) Ltd who had been in possession of the lands for several years. Minute No. H7b)/1112 refers.

The legal documentation to give effect to the Transfer is about to be completed and the Purchaser’s Solicitor has now informed the Council that title to the plots will be taken in the name of an associated company, Fambee Limited. The Solicitor has confirmed that both companies are wholly owned subsidiaries of Kerry Group plc.

It is therefore proposed to vary the terms for the disposal of the two plots of land adjacent to Cookstown Industrial Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/08/09 Rev A as noted by the members of the Council at its meeting held on 12/11/2012 to provide for the disposal to be in the name of Fambee Limited.

 The terms and conditions otherwise to remain unchanged.

_____________________

Chief Executive”
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor C. O’Connor and RESOLVED:
“That the Council vary the terms for the disposal of the two plots of land adjacent to Cookstown Industrial Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/08/09 Rev A as noted by the members of the Council at its meeting held on 12/11/2012 to provide for the disposal to be in the name of Fambee Limited.

The terms and conditions otherwise to remain unchanged.”
H7d)/1214
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SITE AT KILLINNINY ROAD, FIRHOUSE TO MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND SKILLS

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“The Department of Education and Skills has approached the Council to identify sites in the Firhouse/Ballycullen area which would be suitable for provision of new primary schools. The sites are required to accommodate two schools which are in temporary accommodation at present. Various sites have been examined and have been the subject of discussions with the members of the Council and the Department.

Following consideration of the various options it is now proposed to recommend the disposal of a site at Killinniny Road, Firhouse comprising of 1.964 Hectares or thereabouts as shown on Indicative Drawing No. LA/54/14 attached, to accommodate two permanent primary schools.

Following discussions with representatives of the Department of Education and Skills, the above site is in general considered suitable for their purposes, subject to planning permission being obtained.

The Chief Valuer has recommended the following terms for the disposal of the site which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicant.

I recommend therefore that the Council dispose of the site at Killinniny Road, Firhouse comprising of an area of 1.964 Hectares or thereabouts as shown on Indicative Drawing No. LA/54/14 attached to the Minister for Education and Skillsin accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Chief Valuer:-

1. That the site to be disposed of is as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/54/14 having an area of 1.964 Hectares or thereabouts. 

2. That the Department of Education and Skills shall satisfy itself as to the boundaries and extent of the relevant site. 

3. That the capital sum payable to South Dublin County Council shall be in the sum of €785,600 (seven hundred and eighty five thousand six hundred euro), plus VAT if applicable, payable as follows: 

(a)  That 10% of the price is payable on the signing of contracts. Once contracts are signed, which shall take place no later than three months (or other date, if agreed) from the date of receipt of the necessary approvals, the purchaser shall submit an application for planning permission.

(b)   If planning permission deemed suitable to the purchaser is not granted, then any sums paid by the purchaser shall be refunded in full immediately. If planning permission deemed suitable to the purchaser is granted, then the balance of 90% of the purchase price will be paid to the Council within two months from the date of final grant of planning permission.

 Interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to any outstanding amounts.

4. That the Council shall transfer unencumbered freehold title with vacant possession of the site, subject to Clause 8 hereunder. 

5. That the disposal price is exclusive of all outgoings. That the purchaser shall also be responsible for the payment of all planning levies, costs and connection charges arising in the planning process. 

6. That the sale is subject to a satisfactory site survey by the purchaser and confirmation that the site is not encumbered or sterilized by services (other than those already identified) and that all services for development are available at the site and that no undue site remediation works are necessary. 

7. That the Council shall retain a wayleave to access any public services/utilities contained within the subject lands, in particular those shown marked on the attached indicative drawing. 

8. That the purchaser will be required to liaise with the Council to identify an appropriate access and egress route to the site. 

9. That the purchaser shall construct a boundary feature on the site which is to the Council’s satisfaction and in accordance with the Planning and Development and Building Control legislation. 

10. That the purchaser will be responsible for the provision of a permanent public car parking area for a minimum of 15 no. cars on the Council’s retained lands off Killinniny Road which will provide a drop-off area for the schools and public carpark outside school hours. 

11. That no construction shall take place on site until such time as the existing football pitch within the lands to be disposed of has been re-located to the adjacent green area.  The re-location of this pitch to be a matter for the Council.  Consultation with, and agreement on, the timetable for relocation to be agreed between South Dublin County Council and Firhouse Carmel Football Club no later than 30th June 2015. 

12. That each party shall be responsible for their own professional fees in this transaction. 

13. That all outstanding charges, rates and taxes (if any) on the site shall be cleared prior to completion of the transaction. 

14. That the Council shall prepare accurate disposal maps to be attached to the contract and Transfer. 

15. That the Law Agent for the Council shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any terms and conditions appropriate in an agreement of this nature. 

16. That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place. 

17. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.                                                                                                     

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1991 for open space and community purposes.

  
_____________________

Chief Executive”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Brophy, D. Looney, W. Lavelle, C. King, P. Kearns and J. Lahart.
Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation and Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive responded to Members queries.

The Mayor Councillor F. Warfield then called for a roll call vote on the item, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

25  (TWENTY-FIVE)

Councillors B. Bonner, N. Coules, A-M. Dermody, M. Devine, M. Duff, F. Duffy, L. Dunne, B. Ferron, M. Genockey, J. Graham, S. Holland, G. Kenny, C. King, J. Lahart, B. Leech, D. Looney, K. Mahon, M. Murphy, R. Nolan, D. O’Brien, E. Ó Broin, G. O’Connell, C. O’Connor, D. Richardson and F. Timmons.

AGAINST:
13  (THIRTEEN)

Councillors C. Brophy, C. Casserly, P. Donovan, K. Egan, P. Foley, T. Gilligan, E. Higgins, P. Kearns, W. Lavelle, R. McMahon, D. O’Donovan, L. O’Toole and F. Warfield.

ABSTAIN:
  0  (NONE)

In view of the outcome of the roll call vote it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of the site at Killinniny Road, Firhouse comprising of an area of 1.964 Hectares or thereabouts as shown on Indicative Drawing No. LA/54/14 attached to the Minister for Education and Skills in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Chief Valuer and as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H7e)/1214
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF LANDS AT KILCARBERRY AVENUE/NANGOR RD., CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 – SDCC AND WILLIAM, NEIL & WILLIAM J. DURKAN /DURKAN NEW HOMES
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:
“Discussions have been ongoing for some time between South Dublin County Council and Messrs. William, Neil & William J. Durkan /Durkan New Homes, 1st Floor, Linden Court, The Plaza, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin on a proposed land exchange at Kilcarberry Avenue/Nangor Road to regularise land ownerships at this location and to facilitate development on part of the lands in the near future.

The matter was referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for consideration and he has recommended the terms as set out hereunder, which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicants.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council enters into an exchange of lands (as shown marked on the attached Indicative Drawings, Maps 1 & 2) with Messrs. William, Neil & William J. Durkan /Durkan New Homes, 1st Floor, Linden Court, The Plaza, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the Applicants transfer the unencumbered freehold title with vacant possession in plots at Nangor Road, Clondalkin as labelled A and E on the attached Indicative Drawing, Map 1, including the road bed areas (shown coloured blue). The Applicants will also formally relinquish any claim to possessory title to the lands shown coloured yellow on attached Indicative Drawing, Map 1. The total area excluding road beds to be transferred is 1.05 acres, which shall be for no monetary consideration. 

2. That in exchange for lands set out on Indicative Drawing, Map 1 above, the Council will transfer the unencumbered freehold title with vacant possession of 1.05 acres at Kilcarberry Avenue, Clondalkin (shown on Indicative Drawing, Map 2) i.e. plot E comprising 0.71 acres and 0.34 acres of plot E1 (formal map delineating the areas to be prepared), for no monetary consideration. 

3. That the Council will dispose of the additional lands at Kilcarberry Avenue indicated on Indicative Drawing, Map 2, comprising of the remainder of plot E1 together with plots B, C and D with a combined area of 2.08 acres for a consideration of €575,000 (five hundred and seventy five thousand euro). The consideration can be apportioned if a smaller area is required by the Applicants. The transactions at conditions Nos 1-3 shall require a contract to be signed no later than 2 months from the date of approval by the members of the Council, and completion of the transaction 4 months after this date. Interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to any outstanding amounts. 

4.
That the Applicants (and their successors) will be required to commit by positive covenant (or equivalent) to build an access road (to include all services) to serve the lands on attached Indicative Drawing, Map 2, plus the Council’s adjoining retained lands. The final location and specification of the road and services is to be agreed with the Council Engineers. Title to the entire road, whether built in one or more stages (and to the services), shall pass to, or be retained by the Council, when it is taken in charge. The Applicants shall be responsible for erecting appropriate boundary features with the Council’s retained lands, subject to planning permission. 

5.  
That in recognition of the level of works to be carried out by the Applicants under condition No. 4 above, the Council shall remit €50,000 (fifty thousand euro) of the consideration at 3 above, to the Applicants upon the satisfactory completion of the road, services and boundary works. 

 
6.
That each party shall be responsible for their own professional fees. 

7. That each party shall be responsible for their own VAT, Stamp Duty or other costs arising. 

8. That accurate maps of the areas to be exchanged shall be prepared for attaching to the contract /Deed of Transfer. 

9. That the Law Agent may insert other terms and conditions in the conveyance, in agreement with the Applicants’ Solicitors, to give effect to the implementation of the principal heads of agreement above. 

10. That no contract enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged. 

11. That the proposed exchange is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained. 

12. That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title. 

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Kilcarberry Limited in 1983 for open space, housing and road purposes.

 
_____________________

Chief Executive”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. Kenny and E. Ó Broin.
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, responded to the Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole       and RESOLVED:

“That the Council enters into an exchange of lands (as shown marked on the attached Indicative Drawings, Maps 1 & 2) with Messrs. William, Neil & William J. Durkan /Durkan New Homes, 1st Floor, Linden Court, The Plaza, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H7f)/1214
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED SALE OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST - 63 OAKWOOD GROVE, CLONDALKIN, D. 22

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Sean and Frances O’Connor to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council's Small Builders Scheme. Sean and Frances O’Connor have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property. The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.
	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	63 Oakwood Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.
	Sean and Frances O’Connor
	11/10/1976
	Daniel & Johanna Moynihan 
	€446.00


D. McLoughlin

Chief Executive”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Sean and Frances O’Connor to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council's Small Builders Scheme. Sean and Frances O’Connor have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property. The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.”
H8/1214
RAISING OF LOANS FOR 2015  (HOUSING)
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, and was CONSIDERED:
“In accordance with Sections 106 (7) and 106 (3)(a) of the Local Government Act 2001 borrowing is a reserved function which requires the approval of the local authority and the appropriate Minister.

Loans for the purpose of carrying out functions under the Housing Acts are borrowed from the Housing Finance Agency.  The Agency has recommended  that a general resolution approving the borrowing of funds for housing purposes rather than specific resolutions for individual loan types is appropriate for Housing related activities.

Approval is now being sought for authority to raise loans during the year ending 31st December 2015 to a maximum total of €9,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts and including:

· Shared ownership scheme. 

· Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups. 

· House purchase loans. 

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans. 

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing. 

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor A-M. Dermody and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council raise loans during the year ending 31st December 2015 to a maximum total of €9,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts and including:

Shared ownership scheme. 

Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups. 

House purchase loans. 

Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans. 

Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing. 

Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.” 

H9/1214
3-YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME - FOR NOTING
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, and was CONSIDERED:
Three year Capital Plan  (link to)
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin, D. Looney, L. O’Toole, J. Lahart, M. Murphy, D. O’Brien, G. Kenny, W. Lavelle, C. King and M. Devine.

Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive and Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community responded to Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

H10/1214
OVERDRAFT ACCOMODATION FOR 2015
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, and was CONSIDERED:
“In accordance with Sections 106 (7) and 106 (3)(a) of the Local Government Act 2001 borrowing is a reserved function which requires the approval of the local authority and the appropriate Minister.

The council currently has an approved overdraft facility of €25M in order to provide for temporary cashflow timing differences. The overdraft facility has not been utilised to date in 2014.  It is considered prudent to renew the overdraft accommodation of €25M for the period 2015.  Costs associated with the overdraft are limited to interest charges if the facility is used as the bank does not charge for the overdraft facility.

The proposed renewal of the overdraft facility for 2015 was noted at the November meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee.

Accordingly, it is recommended that the Council approve, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, the securing of an overdraft accommodation (to a maximum limit of) €25m for the period 01/01/2015 to 31/12/2015.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:

“That the Council approve, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, the securing of an overdraft accommodation (to a maximum limit of) €25m for the period 01/01/2015 to 31/12/2015.”
H11/1214
CORPORATE PLAN 2015 - 2019
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive, and was CONSIDERED:
Corporate Plan  (link to) 
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle and C. King.

Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive replied to the Members queries.

The Corporate Plan 2015 - 2019 was APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. King.
H12/1214
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW - UPDATE
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“South Dublin County Council commenced a review the current South Dublin County Development Plan on September 5th 2014. The process will take up to two years and will conclude with the adoption of a new South Dublin County Development Plan 2016-2022, during 2016.

Current Stage of the Process
The initial pre-plan consultation phase ran from 5th September to 31st October 2014, during which time submissions were invited from interested parties on ‘big-picture’ issues affecting the spatial development of the County.

The Development Plan team is currently preparing a Chief Executive’s Report on the initial pre-plan consultation process for the elected members to consider. The Report will list those who made submissions, summarise the issues raised and give the opinion of the Chief Executive (CE) in the context of proper planning and sustainable development. Report will be circulated before the Christmas closure, by Friday 19th December.

Next Stage of the Process
The elected members will have 10 weeks (+9 days to account for the Christmas closure), within which to consider the CE’s Report and to give direction to the CE in relation to the preparation of a new draft County Development Plan.

A Special County Council Meeting is scheduled for late February 2015 in order to enable direction to be given to the CE and Development Plan team in drafting a new County Development Plan. Once direction has been given in late February/early March 2015, the Development Plan team will have 12 weeks to complete preparation of a draft County Development Plan.

Proposals to Inform the Next Stage of the Process
In order to inform the next stage of the process, the Development Plan review team will hold an informal briefing with each ACM during January 2015. The briefings will be held immediately after each meeting. The purpose of the briefing will be to:-

· Update members on new Development Plan requirements since 2010, including in particular the ‘Core Strategy’ further to the 2010 Planning and Development Act; 

· Assist members in forming Development Plan policy and objectives; 

· Assist members in identifying relevant Development Plan considerations. 

In addition, the content of the CE’s report on initial public consultation will be presented as a headed item at each ACM, prior to the briefing. Subject to the wishes of the members/ACMs, the Development Plan team will be available to engage further in order to assist the Direction stage of the process.

Subsequent Stages of the Process in 2015
Once direction has been given in February/March 2015, the Development Plan team has 12 weeks to complete preparation of a draft County Development Plan. It is expected that the draft Plan will be submitted to elected members during May 2015.

The elected members will have up to 8 weeks for consideration of the draft Plan, prior to public display of the document. A Special County Council Meeting will be scheduled for late June 2015 to enable members to approve the draft County Development Plan for public display.

It is possible for the elected members to propose amendments at this stage, but it is envisaged that changes would not be extensive, as the draft Plan must be put on display within two weeks of being considered at a meeting. It is intended to work with members at the Direction stage (above) in order to ensure that significant changes are not required immediately prior to final draft display.

Public consultation on the draft County Development Plan will commence in July 2015 and will run for 10 weeks to the end of September 2015. This is the period during which time submissions may be made by all interested parties

The Development Plan team must then prepare a Chief Executive’s Report on the draft Plan consultation process that details submissions received together with the opinion of the CE, for the elected members to consider. This Report will be circulated before the Christmas break in December 2015.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, G. O’Connell and D. Looney.  Some Members expressed concerns regarding the date of the statutory Development Plan meeting on 16th February.

Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation responded to the Members queries.  He stated that due to the statutory timeframe of the Development Plan meetings the date might have to be brought forward, and that he will revert to the Members regarding a change of date.

The report was NOTED.

H13/1214
COUNTY BIODIVERSITY PLAN
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“Context

The production and implementation of a South Dublin County Biodiversity Action Plan is an objective of the following South Dublin County plans and policy actions:

· Corporate Plan 2010-2014


Strategic Goal: 4.4.2

· County Development Plan 2010-2016
Policy:
LHA15
· County Heritage Plan 2011-2015 

Action no:3.1.viii

At a national and international level, obligations to adhere to best biodiversity principles and implement actions for biodiversity also exist under: 

· International Convention on Biodiversity (1992)

· National Biodiversity Plan (2011)

· The Wildlife Act 1996 (as amended in 2000)

· The EU Habitats Directive and EU Birds Directive 

· National Strategy for Plant Conservation 

A vision for Ireland’s biodiversity is articulated in the Irish Government’s second National Biodiversity Plan (2011): “That biodiversity and ecosystems in Ireland are conserved and restored, delivering benefits essential for all sectors of society and that Ireland contributes to efforts to halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems in the EU and globally.”

What is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity is the term used to describe biological diversity – in other words, the variety of living organisms around us.  This includes the full range of individual plants animals, birds, fungi, bacteria, insects, invertebrates, viruses etc.  It also refers to the range of different habitats types and ecosystems on the planet and how they interact and are independent on one another.  

It also refers to the range and variety of the planet’s genetic resource: a critical factor in determining our ability to adapt to changing environmental conditions such as climate change. 

Why is it important?

The protection of biodiversity is central to our own continued existence as a species, as biodiversity is the foundation for all of the services we require to survive e.g. agriculture (food crops, pollination activities, nutrient recycling), fisheries (marine and inland), water (biological filtering and cleansing activities), and health (medicines derived from natural sources).  

It also provides raw materials for industry (timber, gums and latex).  Our natural landscapes and habitats are the basis of much of our economically important recreational and tourist industries.  A diversity of habitats and landscapes provides protection from natural disasters by offering flood mitigation measures, climate regulation functions, and also safeguards soil from erosion.  Habitats such as forestry and peatlands can also offer significant potential for carbon storage. 

At a cultural and spiritual level, a diversity of functioning habitats and pleasing landscapes contributes enormously to psychological health and well-being.

In economic terms, it is estimated that in Ireland, biodiversity contributes at least €2.6 billion each year to the Irish economy1 through the goods and services it provides to society.  It is therefore a vital national asset and as such, requires investment and management at a high level.  

Biodiversity in South Dublin County

South Dublin County offers a range of natural and semi-natural habitats like rivers, streams, woodland, species-rich grasslands, hedgerows, upland heath, bogland, farmland, and our public parks.  Some of these habitats are protected within designated sites such the two Special Areas of Conservation in the Dublin Mountains (Glenasmole Valley and the Wicklow Mountains) and in the five proposed Natural Heritage Areas of the Liffey River Valley, the Grand Canal, the Dodder River Valley, Slade of Saggart and Crooksling Glen, and Lugmore Glen.  

A range of protected animal, bird, and plant species also occur both within and outside of these designated areas throughout the County such as otters, badgers, bats, kingfisher, Yellow Archangel and wild orchid species.

The identification, assessment and management of this biodiversity resource for the benefit of both wildlife and for ourselves, is the central objective of the County Biodiversity Action Plan.  

Why prepare a County Biodiversity Action Plan?

The Irish Government’s overarching target in the National Biodiversity Plan, based on its 102 listed actions, is: “that biodiversity loss and degradation of ecosystems are reduced by 2016 and progress is made towards substantial recovery by 2020.”  

Towards achieving this, Action 1.7 of the National Biodiversity Plan (2011) actions each Local Authority to: publish a Local Biodiversity Action Plan or review existing plans.  The production of the first South Dublin County Biodiversity Action Plan is therefore in accordance with the National Biodiversity Plan and SDCC’s own Plans and Policies. 

The Plan is an opportunity to identify and address the County’s biodiversity issues and needs, integrating it into the decision making process at a local level but within a regional and national framework.  It is a partnership for biodiversity action between Local Authorities and communities, offering a broad context within which the efforts and initiatives of local groups and state agencies can operate.  It is not to be seen as an isolated document but rather it works within the framework of other plans and objectives, at a local, national, and an international level.  


1.The Economic and Social Aspects of Biodiversity: Benefits and Costs of Biodiversity in Ireland.     Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 2008

How will it work?

The South Dublin County Biodiversity Action Plan will be a five-year programme, comprising of a list of agreed achievable targets and actions which will be undertaken to achieve strategic aims and objectives for biodiversity in South Dublin County.  

It will work to inform the decision-making process with regard to the natural heritage and biodiversity policies of the Corporate Plan, County Development Plan, Local Area Plans, and the County Heritage Plan.  In this way, it will contribute to achieving national and international obligation with regard to halting the loss of biodiversity by 2016.  

Preparing the Plan

To initiate the process, a County Biodiversity Forum is being established which will engage with and assist the Heritage Officer in the preparation and implementation of the Plan.  Forum members are being sought from a range of sources including elected members, Council staff, local biodiversity interest groups and environmental organisations, tourism, and relevant government departments and agencies (National Parks and Wildlife Service, Waterways Ireland, Eastern Regional Fisheries Board, Coillte).  Two Elected Members will also be sought for the Forum.  It is expected that the Forum will number no more than 10 members.   
A public consultation process will be undertaken which will commence in early 2015 and the County Biodiversity Forum will assist in collating submissions and agreeing final actions.  A first draft of the County Biodiversity Action Plan is expected by early summer 2015.  

Next Steps

The Biodiversity Forum is due to have its inaugural meeting in early January 2015.  It is now requested that 2 Elected Members be proposed to be part of this Forum.” 
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That Councillor F.N. Duffy and Councillor P. Donovan be appointed to the South Dublin County Biodiversity Forum.”
H14/1214
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME FROM HAIL HOUSING ASSOCIATION LIMITED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PROPERTY AT DUN MHUIRE, LUCAN ROAD, CO. DUBLIN

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community, and was CONSIDERED:
“On 24th January 2014, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised all Local Authorities by Circular Housing 5/2014 of its intention to progress a limited programme of acquisitions to be funded from within the overall 2014-2016 capital funding provision for the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS).
Local Authorities were requested to prioritise those CAS proposals which will:

1. Focus on the provision of accommodation for homeless persons, older people and people with a disability 

2. Focus on ensuring access to an appropriate range of community based housing services, including any necessary supports, with particular regard to the specific needs of people with mental health and intellectual or physical/sensory disability. 

3. Be completed, with funding fully drawn or substantially drawn down by mid 2016. 

In response to the Department’s Circular, an application has been received from Hail Housing Association for a grant in the sum of €450,000 under the Capital Assistance Scheme in respect of the purchase of a property at Dun Mhuire, Lucan Road, Co. Dublin. The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988.The application was assessed in line with draft Strategic Plan for Housing Supply for People with a Disability which emanated from a joint collaboration between the Department of the Environment Community and Local Government and the Department of Health.

The Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government have approved a grant in the sum of €450,000 to Hail Housing Association. The development will be used to house residents from Mental Health Institutes which will enable them to live independently as appropriately assessed and to become active members in the community. The centre will have visiting support staff and the planned adaption works to the development will meet the housing needs of the residents. The cost of the adaption works is included in the allocation of €450,000.

The property in question is a five bedroom dwelling. The property will be used as a 'step down' facility for persons with mental health challenges, who have been deemed capable of living independently, albeit in a supported living environment.

Under Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Assistance Scheme is a reserved function of the Council and is subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government.

Accordingly, the following motion is required:

“That this Council recommends that the application for a grant in the sum of €450,700 under the Capital Assistance Scheme to HAIL Housing Association for the purchase of a property at Dun Mhuire, Lucan Road, Co. Dublin accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 be approved”.”
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and RESOLVED:

“That this Council recommends that the application for a grant in the sum of €450,700 under the Capital Assistance Scheme to HAIL Housing Association for the purchase of a property at Dun Mhuire, Lucan Road, Co. Dublin accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 be approved.”
H15/1214 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NETWORK (PPN) NOMINATIONS TO (i) SOUTH DUBLIN LOCAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE and (ii) SOUTH DUBLIN JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance & Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
“The newly established Public Participation Network (PPN) will assist the Council to communicate with Community Organisations operating in this County through its Secretariat and Linkage groups. The PPN is the mechanism the Council will use when selecting community representation for the Strategic Policy Committees, Joint Policing Committee and the Local Community Development Committee. It is intended the Network will facilitate communication, participation and representation of communities in a fair, equitable and transparent manner through the three sectors, environmental, social inclusion and community. The PPN will also provide relevant information and act as a hub around which information is distributed and received.
The PPN will act as a vehicle to gather feedback and input into policies and plans being developed by local authorities and other agencies if required, reflecting both areas of disagreement and, where there is no consensus, the range of views.

The following are the ratified community, social inclusion and environment pillar representatives from the PPN to the Local Community Development Committee and the Joint Policing Committee following the Plenary meeting held on 4th Dec. 2014.

	Linkage Group
	Nominee
	Pillar

	Local Community Development Committee
	Ronan Leydon
	Community

	Local Community Development Committee
	Stephen Dunne
	Community

	Local Community Development Committee
	Justin Byrne
	Environment

	Local Community Development Committee
	Doreen Carpenter
	Social Inclusion

	Local Community Development Committee
	Maurice Walsh
	Social Inclusion

	Joint Policing Committee
	Jim Lawlor
	Community

	Joint Policing Committee
	Michael Noonan
	Community

	Joint Policing Committee
	Ann Corrigan
	Social Inclusion

	Joint Policing Committee
	Tara Deasy
	Social Inclusion”


 
The report was NOTED.
H16/1214
APPOINTMENTS TO DUBLIN AND DÚN LAOGHAIRE EDUCATION AND TRAINING BOARD (DDLETB)
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance & Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
“At the July 2014 meeting of the Council it was Agreed that Councillors Liona O’Toole, Mick Duff, Anne-Marie Dermody and Louise Dunne be appointed to the Dublin and Dun Laoghaire Education and Training Board.

The Department of Education and Skills have now informed the council that a gender balance of two men and two women are required as per S.I. 272 of 2014”
 A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor M. Duff, F. Warfield and W. Lavelle.   The Members expressed their dissatisfaction with the Department’s requirement of a gender balance of two men and two women, and requested that the Council write to the Department of Education and Skills stating that South Dublin County Council is quite content with the current membership and requesting flexibility in this matter.

Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive responded to the Members queries and informed them that the Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Education and Training Board are anxious that the Board be properly constituted as per the regulations.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to write to the Minister for Education and Skills requesting her to amend the regulations.


CORRESPONDENCE 


Ministerial
Co1/1214
Letter, dated 11/11/14, from Minister for Health in reply to SDCC's letter in relation to Crooksling Hospital (SM1/0914)

Co2/1214
Letter, dated 21/11/14, from Minister for Justice & Equality acknowledging receipt of SDCC's letter regarding Suspensory Motion passed in relation to Garda restraint at Anti Water-Meter protests (SM/1014)




Other
Co3/1214
Letter, dated 06/11/14, from Kerry County Council calling on the Minister for Defence to rescind the 21-year rule from members of the Defence Forces.

The above items of correspondence were NOTED.



SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

In accordance with Standing Order No. 74 the Mayor, Councillor F. Warfield proposed and the members AGREED, to suspend Standing Orders in order to deal with three (3) Suspensory Motions proposed without notice as follows:

SM1/1214
SUSPENSORY MOTION - RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The following Suspensory Motion in the names of Councillors G. O’Connell, D. Richardson, C. King, J. Graham, D. O’Brien, E. Ó Broin, B. Ferron, S. Holland, L. Dunne, F. Timmons, F. Warfield, L. O’Toole, T. Gilligan, B. Leech, K. Mahon, G. Kenny, N. Coules, R. Nolan, P. Foley, D. O’Donovan, M. Devine, J. Lahart, R. McMahon, D. Looney and C. O’Connor was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and was CONSIDERED:

“That this Council calls on the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, Minister Alan Kelly, to act in accordance with Article 9.4 of the EU Water Framework Directive which provides a specific exemption to Ireland from domestic water charging and which is embedded in Ireland’s 208 river Basin Management Plan.  This plan is due for its 7 year renewal on the 1st January 2015 and we are calling on the Minister, as is within his power and responsibility, to retain the exemption when he submits Ireland’s river Basin Management Plan and strategy.  Further, we ask that the contents of this motion be forwarded to the Minister as a matter of urgency and that it be copied to all other county and city Councils.”

A show of hands vote on the Suspensory Motion followed, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

15 (FIFTEEN)

AGAINST:
  7 (SEVEN)

ABSTAIN:
  1 (ONE)
The Suspensory Motion was PASSED.

At this point in the meeting Councillor P. Gogarty proposed that his Motion No. 28 (M28) of related subject matter, be moved without debate, his proposed motion was seconded by Councillor F. Timmons.  However some Members objected to moving the motion without debate and a show of hands vote followed on whether to allow the motion to be moved without debate, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

 4  (FOUR)



AGAINST:    25  (TWENTY-FIVE)
ABSTAIN:
 2  (TWO)
Accordingly, the motion (M28) was NOT moved without debate and retained its original position on the agenda.

SM2/1214
SUSPENSORY MOTION - CUAN ALAINN REFUGE


The following Suspensory Motion in the names of Councillors F. Timmons, G. O’Connell, F. Warfield, D. O’Donovan, C. King, J. Graham, D. Looney, D. O’Brien, E. Ó Broin, B. Ferron, S. Holland, D. Richardson, B. Bonner, P. Foley, L. O’Toole, M. Murphy, C. O’Connor, R. Nolan, N. Coules, G. Kenny, V. Casserly,  C. Brophy, L. Dunne, P. Donovan, A-M. Dermody, E. Higgins, B. Leech and K. Mahon was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That this Council calls on the Government to fund the Cuan Alainn refuge fully to enable the refuge to carry out its function.  We also as a Council recognise and appreciate the invaluable service that this refuge provides to so many vulnerable people.”

A show of hands vote on the Suspensory Motion followed, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

25 (TWENTY-FIVE)




AGAINST:
  7 (SEVEN)

ABSTAIN:
  1 (ONE)


The Suspensory Motion was PASSED.

SM3/1214
SUSPENSORY MOTION - SOCIAL HOUSING STRATEGY 2020
The following Suspensory Motion in the names of Councillors L. Dunne, D. O’Brien, G. O’Connell, W. Lavelle, K. Egan, F.N. Duffy, B. Bonner, H. Higgins, A-M. Dermody, T. Gilligan, F. Timmons, L. O’Toole, M. Murphy, P. Foley, P. Kearns, P. Donovan, N. Coules, V. Casserly, C. Brophy, M. Genockey, R. McMahon, C. O’Connor, B. Leech, S. Holland, K. Mahon, G. Kenny, F. Warfield, R. Nolan and D. O’Donovan was proposed by Councillor L. Dunne, seconded by Councillor D. O’Brien:

“That this Council welcomes the Government’s new “Social Housing Strategy 2020;  

And requests the Chief Executive to bring a detailed report to the January 2015 Council meeting on this local authority’s plans for implementing the Strategy, including:

i.
outlining this local authority’s target for social housing delivery in 2015;

ii.
reporting on the feasibility of this local authority establishing an “Approved 
Housing body” to access off-balance sheet funding as proposed in the 
Strategy;  and 

iii.
Proposing possible appropriate sites for social housing development in this 
County for consideration by the elected members ahead of the preparation of 
any Part 8 planning proposals.”

Councillor E. Ó Broin proposed an amendment to the Suspensory Motion, replacing the word “welcomes” with “notes”.

A show of hands vote on the proposed amendment followed, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

24  (TWENTY-FOUR)
AGAINST:
  8  (EIGHT)
ABSTAIN:
  1  (ONE)

The proposal to amend the Suspensory Motion was CARRIED.  

A show of hands vote on the Suspensory Motion as amended followed, the result was as follows:

FOR:

34  (THIRTY-FOUR)

AGAINST:
  0  (NONE)
ABSTAIN:
  0  (NONE)
Accordingly the amended Suspensory Motion “That this Council notes the Government’s new “Social Housing Strategy 2020;  

And requests the Chief Executive to bring a detailed report to the January 2015 Council meeting on this local authority’s plans for implementing the Strategy, including:

i.
outlining this local authority’s target for social housing delivery in 2015;

ii.
reporting on the feasibility of this local authority establishing an “Approved 
Housing body” to access off-balance sheet funding as proposed in the 
Strategy;  and 

iii.
Proposing possible appropriate sites for social housing development in this 
County for consideration by the elected members ahead of the preparation of 
any Part 8 planning proposals” was PASSED.
MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
M1/1214
MAYOR'S BUSINESS –SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield that:
“This Council recognises that the trafficking, exploitation and abuse of women and girls is taking place in South Dublin County and throughout the country within and as a direct result of prostitution. This Council understands prostitution to be a form of violence against women that affects individuals, communities and society as a whole and that human trafficking for sexual exploitation is a modern form of slavery and an abuse of human rights.

This Council calls on the Minister for Justice and Equality to implement the Justice Committee's unanimous recommendations to introduce laws which make it an offence to pay for sex and is seeking such laws. This legislation must criminalise the demand for paid sex while providing social supports for those wishing to exit prostitution and should be enacted in this jurisdiction. The Council will convey its views to the Minister for Justice.”
At the outset of the discussion Councillor S. Holland proposed, Councillor C. King seconded and the Members AGREED to an amendment to the motion as follows:

“This Council recognizes that the trafficking, exploitation and abuse of women and girls is taking place in South Dublin County and throughout the country within and as a direct result of prostitution. This Council understands prostitution to be a form of violence against women that affects individuals, communities, and society as a whole and that human trafficking for sexual exploitation is a modern form of slavery and an abuse of human rights.  
The council urges the Government to enact the Sexual Offences Bill 2014 as soon as possible, to ensure those responsible for the exploitation of women and girls around the country are penalised. The council also calls on the Government to also ensure that the necessary social supports are in place for those wishing to exit prostitution. The Council will convey its views to the Minister for Justice.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister for Justice and Equality and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
Councillor M. Murphy then proposed an amendment to Motion No. 1 (M1), seconded by Councillor B. Leech, as follows:
Amendment no 1:

Delete from paragraph 1: “to be a form of violence against women” and replace with “that the purchase of sex mostly by men of women, is a manifestation of the oppression of women in society, and the objectification and commodification of their bodies, feeding into violence against women that affects individuals, communities and society as a whole”

Amendment no 2:

Insert a middle paragraph which says:

This Council condemns Government austerity that has particularly sharply affected women. Continued austerity means that women and the most marginalised people will continue to be made homeless and some will be forced into prostitution to survive.

Amendment no 3:

Delete: “This Council calls on the Minister for Justice and Equality to implement the Justice Committee's unanimous recommendations to introduce laws which make it an offence to pay for sex and is seeking such laws. This legislation must criminalise the demand for paid sex while providing social supports for those wishing to exit prostitution and should be enacted in this jurisdiction. The Council will convey its views to the Minister for Justice.”

And replace with: This Council supports the idea that demand for the sexist sex industry should be challenged, as the sex industry perpetuates the oppression of women. This Council appeals to men not to support the sexist and exploitative sex industry by creating a demand for it. This Council recognises that any legal measures to cut across demand for the sex industry by the Department of Justice and Equality are meaningless if not accompanied by corresponding measures to:

1. Invest in support services for prostitutes/ sex workers that offer multi-lingual services such as healthcare, contraception, English language lessons, counselling , access to specially trained Garda to report violence, sexual violence or theft.

2. Ensure every woman, man or trans person who is a prostitute / sex worker who wishes to exit the sex industry is aided to do so by state services that provide housing, jobs or training and to ensure that no woman, man or trans person working in the sex industry is deported.

The following is the text of the proposed amended motion:
“This Council recognises that the trafficking, exploitation and abuse of women and girls is taking place in South Dublin County and throughout the country within and as a direct result of prostitution. This Council understands prostitution to be a form of violence against women that the purchase of sex mostly by men of women, is a manifestation of the oppression of women in society, and the objectification and commodification of their bodies, feeding into violence against women that affects individuals, communities and society as a whole  that affects individuals, communities and society as a whole and that human trafficking for sexual exploitation is a modern form of slavery and an abuse of human rights.

This Council condemns Government austerity that has particularly sharply affected women. Continued austerity means that women and the most marginalised people will continue to be made homeless and some will be forced into prostitution to survive.

This Council calls on the Minister for Justice and Equality to implement the Justice Committee's unanimous recommendations to introduce laws which make it an offence to pay for sex and is seeking such laws. This legislation must criminalise the demand for paid sex while providing social supports for those wishing to exit prostitution and should be enacted in this jurisdiction. The Council will convey its views to the Minister for Justice.
This Council supports the idea that demand for the sexist sex industry should be challenged, as the sex industry perpetuates the oppression of women. This Council appeals to men not to support the sexist and exploitative sex industry by creating a demand for it. This Council recognises that any legal measures to cut across demand for the sex industry by the Department of Justice and Equality are meaningless if not accompanied by corresponding measures to:

1. Invest in support services for prostitutes/ sex workers that offer multi-lingual services such as healthcare, contraception, English language lessons, counseling , access to specially trained Garda to report violence, sexual violence or theft.

2. Ensure every woman, man or trans person who is a prostitute / sex worker who wishes to exit the sex industry is aided to do so by state services that provide housing, jobs or training and to ensure that no woman, man or trans person working in the sex industry is deported.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillor S. Holland, P. Kearns, M. Murphy, J. Graham, w. Lavelle, D. Looney, K. Mahon and B. Leech.

A show of hands vote followed on the amended motion as proposed by Councillor M. Murphy, the result was as follows:

FOR:

24  (TWENTY-FOUR)

AGAINST:
 5  (FIVE)

ABSTAIN:
 6  (SIX)

The motion as amended “This Council recognises that the trafficking, exploitation and abuse of women and girls is taking place in South Dublin County and throughout the country within and as a direct result of prostitution. This Council understands prostitution that the purchase of sex mostly by men of women, is a manifestation of the oppression of women in society, and the objectification and commodification of their bodies, feeding into violence against women that affects individuals, communities and society as a whole that affects individuals, communities and society as a whole and that human trafficking for sexual exploitation is a modern form of slavery and an abuse of human rights.

This Council condemns Government austerity that has particularly sharply affected women. Continued austerity means that women and the most marginalised people will continue to be made homeless and some will be forced into prostitution to survive.

This Council supports the idea that demand for the sexist sex industry should be challenged, as the sex industry perpetuates the oppression of women. This Council appeals to men not to support the sexist and exploitative sex industry by creating a demand for it. This Council recognises that any legal measures to cut across demand for the sex industry by the Department of Justice and Equality are meaningless if not accompanied by corresponding measures to:

1. Invest in support services for prostitutes/ sex workers that offer multi-lingual services such as healthcare, contraception, English language lessons, counseling , access to specially trained Garda to report violence, sexual violence or theft.

2. Ensure every woman, man or trans person who is a prostitute / sex worker who wishes to exit the sex industry is aided to do so by state services that provide housing, jobs or training and to ensure that no woman, man or trans person working in the sex industry is deported” was PASSED. 
M2/1214
TRAVELLERS ETHNIC STATUS 

It was propose by Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That South Dublin County Council support the Travelling community as being recognised as an Ethnic Minority. We ask the Government to act on this motion.”

REPORT:
“The issue of the granting of ethnic status to members of the Travelling community is currently being considered by the Minister for Justice and Equality. The motion, if agreed, will be forwarded on to the Minister for her consideration.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Looney, E. Ó Broin, E. Higgins, M. Devine, G. O’Connell, G. Kenny, S. Holland, B. Leech and P. Gogarty.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community responded to the Members queries.

The motion was AGREED. 
M3/1214
INFORMAL INSOLVENCY 

 It was proposed by Councillor L. Dunne, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Council calls on the Minister for Social Protection calling on her to urgently rectify the legal loophole that allows for the reckless practice of informal insolvency by rogue employers leaving workers unable to access their statutory entitlements.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors L. Dunne, K. McMahon and M. Devine, who proposed and the Members agreed to also write to ICTU conveying the sentiments of the motion.
The motion was AGREED.
M4/1214
SIGNAGE 
 It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield:
“That the Chief Executive outline council policy in relation to signage / sign posts for local businesses and for categories of local businesses, e.g. food, restaurant, hotel, etc. does the council support proper sign posts for local businesses.”

REPORT:
“The Council does not support a proliferation of signage for individual businesses as this would be unsustainable. A policy in relation to the control of non-statutory signage in the public domain is being developed and will be brought before the relevant SPC(S) for discussion and progression.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, E. Higgins and M. Devine.  Councillor Gilligan requested that the application form for signage be emailed to him.

Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS:

Councillor C. King proposed and the Members AGREED that the order of his two motions, Motions No. 5 and 22 (M5) and (M22), be switched to allow consideration of his Motion No. 22 (M22) first:
M22/1214
 UNPAID WATER CHARGES 

It was proposed by Councillor C. King proposed, Councillor T. Gilligan seconded:
“That this Council calls on the Chief Executive to inform Minister Kelly that South Dublin County Council rejects the demand from his Department to Local Authorities, that they include tenant's unpaid water charges in their assessment of rent. This so called 'Mandatory legal Obligation' as described in his proposal would put SDCC and other Local Authorities into unnecessary conflict with their tenants over an unjust charge that the local Authority has no function or responsibility for. Further to this and following on from numerous motions previously passed in this chamber we reaffirm our complete opposition to these charges and call for their abolition.”

REPORT:
“In the event this Motion is passed it will be forwarded to the  Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government,  Mr. Alan Kelly TD.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. King, E. Ó Broin, W. Lavelle, J. Lahart, P. Kearns, N. Coules, K. Mahon, D. Looney, G. O’Connell, E. Higgins, B. Leech, M. Murphy and P. Gogarty.
Councillor P. Gogarty proposed an amendment to the motion, seconded by Councillor F. Timmons, to state that the Council “rejects any demand” instead of “rejects the demand.”

A show of hands vote followed on the proposed amendment to motion no. 22 (M22), the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

 8  (EIGHT)

AGAINST:
12 (TWELVE)

ABSTAIN:
 9  (NINE)
The proposed amendment to the motion FELL.
Councillor E. Higgins then proposed another amendment to motion no. 22 (M22), seconded by Councillor M. Genockey, to delete everything after “assessment of rent.”
A show of hands vote followed on the second proposed amendment, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

 5  (FIVE)

AGAINST:
22 (TWENTY-TWO)

ABSTAIN:
 6  (SIX)
The second proposed amendment to motion no. 22 (M22) FELL.
A show of hands vote on the original motion no. 22 (M22) followed, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

 27 (TWENTY-SEVEN)

AGAINST:
   6  (SIX)

ABSTAIN:
   2  (TWO)
The motion was CARRIED.

M21/1214
WATER CHARGES
Councillor E. Ó Broin then proposed his motion no. 21 (M21) of related subject matter, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield:
“This Council opposes any attempt by central Government to involve the Council in the collection of water charges from our tenants. We call on the Minister for Environment Alan Kelly to withdraw his proposal to place a legal obligation on Councils to recoup water charge arrears from Council tenants.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, Alan Kelly.”
A show of hands vote on motion no. 21 (M21) followed, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

29  (TWENTY-NINE)

AGAINST:
  3   (THREE)

  
ABSTAIN:
  3   (THREE)
The motion was CARRIED.
M6/1214
GRAFFITTI

 It was proposed by Councillor P. Foley, seconded by Councillor C. O’Connor:
“The problem of graffiti has reached epidemic levels over the past year or two and just seems to be getting worse as each month passes. I propose that the following takes place:
1) Surveillance Cameras be used at Graffiti "black spots" with the consent of the local residents in an attempt to catch the perpetrators. This could be implemented similar to the technique used to catch illegal dumping across the county.
2) An education programme be instigated across the county in our local primary and secondary schools explaining the cost of the damage being done. The surveillance steps being taken by the Council to address this issue should also be explained to the teachers and children.”

REPORT:
“The following is a breakdown of graffiti complaints received :-
· 2012 479 

· 2013 280 

· 2014 end Oct 394 

A programme of works is in place to clean graffiti on public property using the Council's staff resources as well as the resources of the Probation Service's community service programme which are available to the Council for this type of work.

Owners of private property which has been affected by graffiti are responsible and should remove the graffiti, as required by provisions of the Litter Pollution Act 1997.

The Council has in place a Memorandum of Understanding with the ESB regarding graffiti on ESB utilities, under the terms of the MoU the ESB will remove graffiti from their utilities within a specified time frame when requested by the Council to do so.

Experience has shown that surveillance cameras prove fruitless for prosecution unless the perpetrator can be clearly identified and traced, generally through vehicle registration plates. In general persons involved in this type of activity arrive on foot and are unidentifiable.

Litter and waste are a key theme of the Green Schools programme and graffiti and its consequence will be included in presentations to schools.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Foley, C. O’Connor, J. Lahart, D. O’Donovan, R. McMahon and B. Leech.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Environment, Water and Climate Change responded to the Members queries.
The motion was AGREED.

M7/1214
PLANNING PROCESS

It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield: 
“That this Council establish a protocol for residents involvement in the Planning application process. Presently the only obligation is to meet with potential developers in the pre-planning stage. Residents and Communities have no recourse to any meeting to discuss their needs and suggestions.”

REPORT:

“Control of development is legislated for in the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).  Under this legislation there is a process whereby members of the public may make submissions/observations on applications for permission and after the decision is made there is a process, subject to conditions, whereby that decision may be appealed to An Bord Pleanala.

Legislation & Regulations require the public advertising (site notice & newspaper notice) of any application for permission that includes a description of the proposed development to ensure widespread awareness of any proposed development.  These requirements must be met for the planning application to be valid. 

Members of the public are advised in these notices that submissions/observations may be made on payment of the prescribed fee and within the prescribed period.

Section 247 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) provides inter alia for consultation in relation to proposed development.  A person who has an interest in land and who intends to make a planning application may, with the agreement of the planning authority concerned (which shall not be unreasonably withheld), enter into consultations with the planning authority in order to discuss any proposed development in relation to the land and the planning authority may give advice to that person regarding the proposed application.

The making of a decision on an application for planning permission is a quasi-judicial process and accordingly the process must be followed as laid down under legislation and regulation.  It is not within the remit of a planning authority to establish a protocol as described in the motion.

Planning & Development Act 2000, Section 247”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Devine, W. Lavelle, G. O’Connell, E. Ó Broin, A-M. Dermody and J. Lahart. 
Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation advised the Members that the Planning Process was governed by Legislation and Regulation and that it would be unwise to go beyond this. The only method to alter this was to put forward suggestions to the Minister.

The report was NOTED.
M9/1214
BUS ROUTES 

It was proposed by Councillor L. O'Toole, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That this Council liaise with Dublin Bus to report on  measures / plans are being made in relation to the provision of a bus route along the Outer Ring Road which would connect Lucan (village) to Tallaght (village) via Clondalkin (village) and vice versa, making full use of this infrastructure.”
REPORT:
“The provision of bus routes are a matter for Dublin Bus and the NTA. If the motion is adopted it will brought to the attention of both agencies.”
M11/1214
CARERS
It was proposed by Councillor S. Holland, seconded by Councillor C. King and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:  
“That SDCC supports The Carers Association and calls on the Minister for Social Protection to amend the Social Welfare Bill to make provision for the restoration of the Respite Care Grant.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
M12/1214
TEENLINE
It was proposed by Councillor C. O'Connor, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That this Council calls on the Minister for Health, the Minister for Children and HSE management to intervene with the National Office for Suicide Prevention on behalf of TeenLine Ireland to have state funding restored to TeenLine and in doing so acknowledging the great work being achieved by the organisation working with young people at risk.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister for Health, Minister for Children and Youth Affairs and the HSE and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
M13/1214
CHANGING PLACES
It was proposed by Councillor P. Donovan and Councillor V. Casserly, seconded by Councillor F. Timmons and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That South Dublin County Council would support Inclusion Ireland on a current initiative called ‘Changing Places’
The initiative can be summarised as follows:

· Standard accessible toilets do not meet the needs of all people with a disability as many individuals, particularly those with multiple learning disabilities, require additional facilities to allow them to use the toilets comfortably.

· To address these shortcomings, there has been a very effective UK campaign called ‘Changing Places’ – details can be found on their website: www.changing-places.org. Inclusion Ireland hopes to replicate this initiative in this country.

· ‘Changing Places’ toilets are different to standard disabled toilets with extra features (such as hoists and changing benches) and more space to cater to the specific individual needs of people with disabilities.

· Inclusion Ireland, the National Federation of Voluntary Bodies and a number of interested individuals hope to facilitate a ‘Changing Places Ireland’ website that will provide information to people who require toilet facilities with these enhanced features and capabilities.

· This information will include optimal location for accessible toilets, how best to access them in a safe and comfortable way, and which facilities should be featured. This information will make a big difference in the day-to-day lives of those who need these facilities.

· Inclusion Ireland is working towards a website launch deadline of December 3 to coincide with the International Day of Persons with Disabilities. The ‘Changing Places’ website has a “proof of concept” site available on request from Inclusion Ireland.

· The ‘Changing Places’ website is still a work in progress, but it will be compatible with tablets and smartphones etc., so people can access the information on the run.  

· Inclusion Ireland has liaised with Mencap, one of the main partners in the ‘Changing Places’ UK project, which has just opened ‘Changing Places’ facilities in Stanstead Airport and Arsenal Football Club stadium, the Emirates. (Please find info attached).
South Dublin County Council has been committed to access and equality since the Council was established in 1995. SDCC adopted the Barcelona Declaration in June 2002 and has been actively implementing the Declaration ever since through various actions and access initiatives.
This EU-wide Declaration advocates the right of disabled people to equal opportunities, inclusiveness and integration. It has been a major instrument of change.
The extensive access works and initiatives which SDCC have undertaken over the past 11 years in particular have all been focused on removing the barriers that create disability and exclusion in order to create a truly Accessible South Dublin County.

Building on this strong track record, I am asking that South Dublin County Council support and collaborate with Inclusion Ireland to work with businesses, sporting venues and public access points to highlight the benefits of this initiative, in order to continue making our county more accessible.”
REPORT:
“South Dublin County Council has been committed to access and equality since the Council was established in 1995. SDCC adopted the Barcelona Declaration in June 2002. This EU-wide Declaration advocates the right of disabled people to equal opportunities, inclusiveness and integration. SDCC has been actively implementing the Declaration ever since through various actions and access initiatives.

The extensive access works and initiatives which SDCC have undertaken over the past 11 years in particular have all been focused on removing the barriers that create disability and exclusion in order to create a truly Accessible South Dublin County.

All buildings, including public toilets, are subject to Part M of the Building Regulations. SDCC will promote the values and standards of ‘Changing Places’ to the Department of Environment Community and Local Government with a view to having them incorporated into the next review of Part M by the DECLG.”
M16/1214
SWIMMING POOL GRANT

It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“This council agrees to write to the Department of Transport Tourism and Sports and ask for the Government Swimming Pool Grant Scheme to be reopened as soon as possible.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Department and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
M17/1214
BIKE SCHEME 
It was proposed by Councillor R. McMahon, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That the Council consider introducing a similar bike scheme to the very successful bike scheme that is operated in Dublin City, to one of the towns in the county on a pilot or permanent basis.”

REPORT:
“Irish transport policy seeks to reduce private car dependence from 65% to 45% for commuting by 2020 and to increase cycle mode share from 2% to 10% nationally. Increasing cycling and walking will also be pivotal to achieving some of the goals in national health policies to promote physical activity. A public bike scheme is an innovative scheme of rental or free bikes in an area. It can provide an additional public transport mode for users of the transportation system. A public bike system can provide an effective substitute for at least some of the many short trips made by single occupancy cars in urban areas and it can also form the last part of a trip to work or education along a public transport corridor.

The success of “Dublin Bikes” has prompted the consideration of introducing similar Bike Sharing Schemes elsewhere. A number of studies have been prepared by the National Transport Authority (NTA) to assess the potential of introducing public bike schemes in four cities; Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford, resulting in a number of reports including the following:

-          Proposals for Introducing Public Bike Schemes in Regional Cities - Technical Feasibility Study June 2011

-          Proposals for Introducing Public Bike Schemes in Regional Cities –Funding and Procuring options report, June 2011

A further draft report titled 'Report on the feasibility of providing bike rental schemes within the Metropolitan towns outside Dublin City Centre’ was prepared by the NTA in 2012.

This report identified Tallaght as a potential location. A public bike hire scheme in Tallaght could generate greater use of, and vibrancy within, the town centre by providing easy access between origins and destinations such as Tallaght Hospital, Tallaght IT and the retail / commercial core. It is envisaged that this project could contribute to national policy to create a strong cycling culture in Ireland so that cycling will become a normal way to get about, especially for short trips, and the bicycle will become the transport mode of choice for all ages.

South Dublin County Council and Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council received funding from the National Transport Authority (NTA) to prepare a feasibility study examining the possibility of introducing a Public Bike Hire Scheme in Tallaght and Dun Laoghaire. Accordingly the services of a Consultant was procured in accordance with the “Framework Agreement for Consultancy Services to provide Design, Construction Management and other services for Transport Projects Funded by the National Transport Authority” to carry out a feasibility study into the provision of a Bike Hire Scheme for each of the towns of Dún-Laoghaire and Tallaght in 2013 and 2014. In particular the brief included the following in relation to Tallaght:

· Examine the demand for such a scheme;  

· Identify the type of scheme that would be most effective; 

· Examine the possibility of linking a public bike hire scheme in Tallaght  to other bike schemes; 

· Assess the potential to expand a public bike hire scheme beyond Tallaght 

· Prepare a cost estimate for the proposed scheme. 

This report is now complete and outlines a number of options in relation to the provision of a public bike hire scheme in Tallaght. Meanwhile the public bike hire scheme is being rolled out in the regional cities. Following discussions with the National Transport Authority, they have indicated that they wish to complete the roll out of the regional cities public bike hire scheme and allow for its assessment and will then consider funding a similar scheme in Tallaght.”
M23/1214
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

It was proposed by Councillor M. Genockey, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:  

“That this council commits to celebrating Black History Month in 2015, by way of holding events or awareness raising projects. Ireland became the fourth country internationally to celebrate Black History Month. As in other countries, Black History Month Ireland takes place in October. The celebration would be a good way to put forward positive portrayals of the African community and celebrate its history and contributions to Ireland and in particular for us, to South Dublin County.”

REPORT:

“Members should note that this Council devotes considerable resources to Social Inclusion Week, the planning for which takes place many weeks before the actual events. Social Inclusion week 2014 was extremely successful with all events booked solid despite increases in the numbers of events planned. The Community Services Department will examine how the thrust of the motion could be reflected within its existing programmes and will consider the matter further in conjunction with other departments such as Arts and Libraries.

If the motion is passed, the manner in which Black History Month could be celebrated in South Dublin will be referred to the Social and Community Strategic Policy committee for further consideration as part of its work programme for 2015.”
M27/1214
PAY AND DISPLAY PARKING
It was proposed by Councillor L. O'Toole, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“That this council provides a full report for discussion on the revenue generated through Pay and Display / Parking meters per area throughout the county and a full breakdown on costs across the county including a breakdown of running operating costs.”
REPORT:
“This matter is the subject of a report being prepared for the next Transportation SPC.”
M30/1214
FUNDING FOR PROJECTS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:

“This Council notes the important contribution that the Women’s Support Networks and Travellers Development Projects make to communities across South Dublin. We also note that due to the uncertainty regarding funding beyond April/May 2015 these projects are being forced to put their staff on protective notice and their future is now in doubt. We call on Minister for the Environment Alan Kelly to meet with representatives of both of these organisations as a mater of urgency to resolve their long term funding so that they can continue their very important work.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be forwarded to the Minister and, when received, a copy of the reply will be circulated to the Members.”
M5/1214
BOYCOTT
It was proposed by Councillor C. King that the following motion, which had earlier been switched with Motion No. 22 (M22) with the agreement of the Members, be moved without debate, however the Members declined as they wished to debate the motion:
“That this Council calls on the Restaurant Association of Ireland to impose a boycott on all Israeli goods such as but not exclusively vegetables and herbs which are widely used n the Industry until at least such time that the Israeli imposed blockade on Gaza is lifted. We have all witnessed the horror of the Israeli war machine recently and the continued blockade on Gaza continues to have hugely negative impact on the quality of lives of Civilians there living in a virtual prison. This Council calls on this boycott to be introduced without delay.”

M25/1214
It was proposed by Councillor D. O'Donovan that the following motion be moved without debate, however the Members declined as they wished to debate the motion:
“That the Chief Executive write to the Minister for the Environment seeking a ban on the sale of spray paint cans to try and combat the graffiti problem which is costing this Council thousands of euro every year.”
MOTIONS NOT REACHED:

(M8)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATIVE NETWORK
Councillor G. O'Connell
This Council in welcoming the aspirations of Putting People First and the launch of the Public Participative Network (PPN) initiative, supports the work of the Executive to date in this regard and now propose that we build on the experience gained from both the (PPN) exercise and the Villages Initiative (of 2013) to further develop (and extend the concept), by strengthening the strategy so as to engage with and involve in a meaningful way, civil society in a form of Participative Budgeting in conjunction with the Public Consultation element required in determining the Local Property Tax for the 2016 period.
(M10)

REFERENDUM
Councillor K. Mahon
Noting the recent case of a migrant woman who, pregnant as a result of rape and despite suicidal ideation, was denied an abortion - suffering horrific physical and mental suffering at the hands of the State - this Council calls on the Government to hold a referendum in the remainder of its term so the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution can be repealed.
(M14)

SPORTS AND TOURISM

Councillor E. O'Brien
That this County Council, having regard to various sporting events which may take place in the broader Dublin area in the coming years, take steps to maximise the potential to generate tourism in this County through engagement with the various sporting organisations involved. 
(M15)

LIVING WAGE CAMPAIGN

Councillor D. Looney
That this Council endorses the Living Wage Campaign (www.livingwage.ie). As such, this Council seeks to implement the living wage, currently calculated at €11.45 per hour, as a minimum rate for all who are directly employed by the Council. Furthermore, this Council seeks to incorporate the living wage as policy in its procurement and contracting practices to ensure, in so far as is practicable, that all employees employed indirectly by the Council are paid the living wage. This Council asks that a report be brought to the relevant SPC/SPC's and the CPG for discussion on how such a policy can be implemented.

(M18)

WATER FLUORIDATION

Councillor P. Gogarty
That this Council records its opposition to the current policy of water fluoridation in Ireland, based on documented research that shows a decrease dental caries in all western countries irrespective of whether the water is fluoridated or not, as well as research which shows the effect of fluoride to be topical not systemic (ie works at the location not through the body);  calls on the Government to organise a national referendum on water fluoridation in the next 18 months, (possibly in tandem with another referendum), which will educate the public thoroughly on both sides of the debate and allow their voice to be heard on this important public health issue; and that a letter recording this resolution shall be forwarded directly to the Taoiseach and the Minister for the Environment and CC'd to all cabinet Ministers, requesting the matter to be discussed at cabinet level.
(M19)

IHREC ACT

Councillor G. Kenny
That this elected body calls on all corporate entities in this county to adhere to their responsibility in upholding human rights and international law in their corporate governance. Furthermore if this motion is passed by the elected members where international law is seemed to be non adhered to we the elected body shall ask for clarification regarding ethical guidelines and corporate responsibility.

(M20)

FOXES

Councillor J. Lahart


That this Council undertakes a report in conjunction with the National Parks and Wildlife Services concerning the escalation in urban fox numbers in residential areas of this county and presents a detailed report to this Council.
(M21)

WATER CHARGES 

Councillor E. Ó Broin
This Council opposes any attempt by central Government to involve the Council in the collection of water charges from our tenants. We call on the Minister for Environment Alan Kelly to withdraw his proposal to place a legal obligation on Councils to recoup water charge arrears from Council tenants.

(M24)

ASSISTED DECISION MAKING 

Councillor F. Timmons
That South Dublin County Council calls for the enactment of the Assisted Decision Making Bill 2013 in order to fulfil our requirements under Article 12 of the UN Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – Equal Recognition Before the Law.

(M26)

DOMESTIC VOILENCE
Councillor L. Dunne
That this Council calls on the Minister for Justice & Equality, to create further legislative measures to protect women who are the victim of domestic violence.  Furthermore, for other relevant departments to commit to increasing funding for frontline services.  Although, there has been significant changes over the past number of decades in relation to domestic violence in Ireland, women are still not protected enough in their homes.  Ireland still has one of the highest rates in all of the countries in Europe for not meeting women’s needs when they seek assistance after the most serious incidents of violence by a partner.   Assault is a crime under Irish law; however, Domestic Violence is often treated differently.
(M28)
WATER REFERENDUM

Councillor P. Gogarty 
“That this Council, given the ongoing confusion and public anger over the rollout of Irish Water - and recognising the limits of representative democracy in this instance - calls on the Government to organise a referendum on all aspects of water provision to allow the public have a direct say in how water services are paid for and managed and how water conservation can be encouraged, which would facilitate an open and honest debate about the cost of water and related services, the state of the public finances and the advantages and disadvantages of broadening the tax base as a means to help avoid the mistakes of the past being repeated. Such a referendum should give the people a number of choices such as whether water charges should be implemented or not; whether measures to solely encourage conservation, with a generous free allowance, would be a better option; and also give clarity as to whether any privatisation of Irish water services should be permitted by allowing the people to adjudicate on the matter. Such a referendum could also be linked in with other related public health issues that require input and debate, such as the merits of continuing with water fluoridation.”

(M29)

FLOURIDE 

Councillor D. O’Brien
That this Council support the Motion calling for the removal of fluoride in the public water supply.

Ireland is the only Country in Europe and one of two in the world to permit the use of fluoride in the public water supply.

Putting fluoride in our drinking water cost over €4,000,000 per year and this money would be better put to use in social house.

(M31)
BSG

Councillor W. Lavelle, Councillor C. Brophy, Councillor V. Casserly, Councillor A-M. Dermody, Councillor P. Donovan, Councillor K. Egan, Councillor E. Higgins

That this Council, noting the expected availability of unspent monies from the 2014 and 2015 budget allocations for Business Support Grants; requests the Chief Executive, when drawing up proposals for consideration by the Economic Development SPC and APPROVAL by the full Council, to ensure that these monies are invested in the “refurbishment and revitalisation” of employment areas and areas of commercial vacancy at locations THROUGHOUT the County.

(M32)

TAXATION

Councillor G. O’Connell

This Council, concerned at the manner in which new charges, levies and taxes have been introduced in recent years, many of them by stealth and in addition to and on top of, already unfair charges, levies and taxes which have the cumulative effect of significantly undermining the quality of life of the average family, calls on An Taoiseach, the Minister for Finance and the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, if they are sincere in their declared policy of broadening the Tax Base, to reverse the current policy of punitive tax expansion under the guise of broadening the Tax Base, and initiate a root and branch overhaul of the Irish Taxation System that eliminates double taxation in all its forms and introduce instead an integrated system of Local and National Taxation that will be fair, equitable and sustainable and that is capable of providing realistic funding for Local Government based on the services and facilities best delivered at local level, that promotes solidarity at National level, that is linked, as all taxes should be, on ability to pay, that is progressive and transparent.   That the Chief Executive Officer write to An Taoiseach and Ministers concerned informing them of the decision of this Council and that the other County Council be forwarded a copy.
The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm.
Signed: ________________________


Mayor 

Date:___________________________
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