COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

RATHFARNHAM/TEMPLEOGUE-TERENURE AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Performance & Change Management, Corporate Support, Water & Drainage, Public Realm, Environment, Community, Housing, Transportation and Planning held on 9th December 2014.

	PRESENT

	COUNCILLORS

	C. Brophy

	A. M. Dermody

	P. Donovan

	F. Duffy

	P. Foley

	P. Kearns

	J. Lahart

	D. Looney

	D. O’Donovan

	F. Warfield


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillors S. Holland and R. McMahon.
An Cathaoirleach Councillor P. Kearns presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation
	E. Taaffe.

	Senior Executive Officer
	H. Hogan, Y. Dervan.

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan.

	Senior Executive Librarian
	D. Fagan.

	Administrative Officer
	T. Curtin.

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	C. Malone.

	Clerical Officer
	A. Mooney.


RTT/228/14 CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

HEADED ITEM (1): 





  
Item ID: 41744
Minutes of Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Planning, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance and Change Management, Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing and Community held on 11th November 2014, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor A.M Dermody, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the 11th November 2014 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Libraries & Arts

RTT/229/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/230/14 LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS
HEADED ITEM (2): Libraries & Arts  



Item ID: 41745 

Ms. D. Fagan, Senior Executive Librarian presented the following report:
Library News & Events

Following a contribution from Councillor J. Lahart, Ms. Fagan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

RTT/231/14 APPLICATION FOR ARTS GRANTS 
HEADED ITEM (3): Libraries & Arts  



Item ID: 41746 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/232/14 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (4): Libraries & Arts  



Item ID: 41747 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/233/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (1): Libraries & Arts  


Item ID: 41748 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Economic Development

RTT/234/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/235/14 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (5): Economic Development  

Item ID: 41749 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/236/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (2): Economic Development  
Item ID: 41750 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Performance & Change Management

RTT/237/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/238/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (6): Performance & Change Management  Item ID: 41751 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/239/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (3): Performance & Change Management  Item ID: 41752 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Corporate Support

RTT/240/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/241/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (7): Corporate Support  


Item ID: 41753 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/242/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (4): Corporate Support  

Item ID: 41754 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Water & Drainage

RTT/243/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/244/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (8): Water & Drainage  


Item ID: 41755 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/245/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (5): Water & Drainage  

Item ID: 41756 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Public Realm

RTT/246/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 1 - 5 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/247/14 WORKS AT ENTRANCE TO WILLBROOK LAWN 

QUESTION (1): Councillor A-M. Dermody  


Item ID: 41729 

"To ask the Chief Executive why it is that the works scheduled for October at the entrance to Willbrook Lawn have still not commenced. Please also confirm whether or not the works will be done before year end?"
REPLY:

Unfortunately it was not possible to reconstruct this wall in the timeframe previously indicated. The reconstruction of this wall is expected to commence on 12th January 2015.

RTT/248/14 STEPS AT WOODVIEW 
QUESTION (2): Councillor A-M. Dermody  


Item ID: 41733 

"To ask the Chief Executive to provide steps from Woodview (Spider’s Hill) up to Dodder Park Road. I have attached to this a mock-up of how the steps would look. Please consider and revert?"
REPLY:

It was envisaged that the provision of a set of steps, ramp and railings to provide safe pedestrian access from Woodview Cottages to the Dodder Valley Road in Rathfarnham would be considered in the context of the 2014 public realm Improvement Works Programme for the area. 

Prior to any construction works on site, the precise details of the proposed access improvement works will be discussed and agreed with the Roads Department and the Rathfarnham Tidy Towns Committee.

Specific details will be provided to the members in due course.

RTT/249/14 FLOODING IN PUBLIC CAR PARK ON WELLINGTON LANE  

QUESTION (3): Councillor P. Foley  



Item ID: 41640 

"To ask the Chief Executive what plans are being put in place to reduce the risk of flooding recurring in the lake beside the public car park on Wellington Lane? The flooding spread to the car park of the local GAA club - St. Judes - and caused their car park to remain closed for a number of days?"
REPLY:

The source of the flooding will be investigated and if the source of the flooding lies within Council owned lands appropriate measures will be undertaken.

RTT/250/14 TREE PROGRAMME ON ST JOSEPH'S ROAD, GREENHILLS  

QUESTION (4): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 41248 

"To ask the Chief Executive when the next phase of the tree programme on St Joseph's Rd, Greenhills agreed and mandated by the predecessor to this Committee will take place; what the plans are for removal, pruning and replanting on this road, and to make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:

Arising from a meeting with residents of St. Joseph’s Road in February 2013 a programme of tree works was identified and agreed to by the residents. This programme was presented to a meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee on February 25th 2013.

The programme agreed included the removal of 9 trees, pruning of the remaining trees, and replanting of 9 trees at identified locations. The proposal was that 2 trees would be removed each year and replaced if possible in order to facilitate a gradual and phased programme of removal and replacement.

At this point, the removal of the 9 trees as agreed and pruning works has been completed.

On the 2015 Tree Maintenance Programme, as presented to the recent November meeting of the Rathfarnham / Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee, a further 5 trees are listed for removal on St. Josephs Road, arising from subsequent requests from residents and recommendations following inspection by Public Realm staff.

The proposed replacement tree planting has not yet been completed. A thorough investigation of the entire road including the 9 locations previously identified for replanting is required in order to inform the selection and suitability of sites for replanting and the preparatory measures that may be required in order to ensure the long term sustainability of new trees planted.

St Josephs Road is a particularly challenging growing environment for trees due to narrow roadside margins and the proliferation of underground utilities along with overhead utility lines.

Where trees have been removed, large tree roots still remain within the soil beneath the surface. These factors have to be fully investigated in advance of replacement planting.

RTT/251/14 LONGTERM PLAN FOR THE LANDS ON ST. COLMCILLES WAY 
QUESTION (5): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 41738 

"To ask the Chief Executive what is the longterm plan for the lands on St. Colmcilles Way where Knocklyon United have their club ground?"
REPLY:

The pitch on the land on St. Colmcilles Way is currently allocated to Knocklyon United FC under the annual pitch letting process. KUFC also have the use of an additional temporary pitch at this location.

The lands in question are zoned F, the objective of which is to preserve and provide for Open Space and Recreational Amenities.

At this time the Council has no specific plans for the site.

RTT/252/14 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (9): Public Realm  



Item ID: 41757 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/253/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (6): Public Realm  


Item ID: 41758 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Environment

RTT/254/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/255/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (10): Environment  



Item ID: 41759 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/256/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (7): Environment  


Item ID: 41760 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Community

RTT/257/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/258/14 APPLICATION FOR COMMUNITY GRANTS

HEADED ITEM (11): Community  



Item ID: 41761 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/259/14 NEW WORKS  
HEADED ITEM (12): Community  



Item ID: 41762 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/260/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (8): Community  



Item ID: 41763 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Housing

RTT/261/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 6 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/262/14 HOMELESS ACCOMMODATION IN THE RATHFARNHAM AREA

QUESTION (6): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 41736 

"To ask the Chief Executive what plans SDCC have for providing homeless accommodation in the Rathfarnham area, specifically in the Fonthill area.  What type of accommodation is being planned and can the Chief Executive give assurances that there will be consultation with residents and proper management of the facility?"
REPLY:

The owner of a house, that was originally used to accommodate homeless families in the area, has offered to lease it to the Council subject to agreeing terms. The Council are currently examining the property to see if it is up to the required standards and/or what works might be necessary to bring it to such standards.

It is expected that this examination will be completed in the coming weeks. At that stage it will be possible to inform a decision on reaching terms in respect of a lease.

If it is possible to reach agreement in respect of a lease it is intended to provide emergency accommodation to families in the house. It is expected that the number of families provided with accommodation will be in the region of 5.

Following the completion of the examination of the house a meeting with the local elected members and residents will be organised.

RTT/263/14 HOUSING PROCUREMENT & ALLOCATIONS REPORT

HEADED ITEM (13): Housing  




Item ID: 41772 

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer and Ms. Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer presented the following report:
Housing Procurement & Allocations Report
Following contributions from Councillors D. Looney, P. Kearns and A-M Dermody, Mr. Hogan and Ms. Dervan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

RTT/264/14 ANTI SOCIAL QUARTERLY STATISTICS FOR 2014
HEADED ITEM (14): Housing, Social and Community Development  Item ID: 41773 
Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer presented the following report:
Anti Social Quarterly Statistics 2014
The report was NOTED.

RTT/265/14 NEW WORKS  
HEADED ITEM (15): Housing  




Item ID: 41764 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/266/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (9): Housing  



Item ID: 41765 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/267/14 RENTING TWO PROPERTIES 
MOTION (1):  







Item ID: 41739 

It was proposed by Councillor D. O'Donovan, seconded by Councillor A.M Dermody:-

"That the Chief Executive investigates the possibility of renting two properties:
163 Ballyboden Road & no 3 Taylor's Lane - in Rathfarnham under the RAS scheme to help with the homelessness crisis in the County."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“The Council will examine both properties with a view to determining their suitability or otherwise for social housing purposes.”

Following contributions from Councillors D. O’Donovan, A-M. Dermody, J. Lahart and P. Donovan, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer and Ms. Y. Dervan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Transportation

RTT/268/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions7 -11 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/269/14 CHILDREN AT PLAY SIGNS 
QUESTION (7): Councillor A-M. Dermody  


Item ID: 41727 

"To ask the Chief Executive, having regard to the change of policy, that you review the call made by me for “Children at Play” signs to be erected along Ballytore Road. You might recall that you agreed to do this work but sought payment. The residents refused to pay citing the payment by them of property tax?"
REPLY:

It is intended to collate all the outstanding request for children at play signs including those agreed as indicated with a view to the provision of appropriate signage at the entrance to housing estates in 2015. This location will be examined in that context. 

RTT/270/14 BOUNDARY WALL ABUTTING TEMPLEROAN ROAD 
QUESTION (8): Councillor A-M. Dermody  


Item ID: 41728 

"To ask the Chief Executive to inspect the boundary wall abutting Templeroan Road and the Templeroan housing estate. The wall shows signs of cracks and looks to the untrained eye somewhat unstable. Assuming the wall is unsound can you provide an estimate for the reconstructions, along with confirmation as to who is responsible for such costs?"
REPLY:

The walls between Templeroan Road and the Templeroan housing estate form the private boundaries of the Templeroan properties and as such are the responsibility of the residents.

RTT/271/14 FOOTPATH AT CHURCH LANE 
QUESTION (9): Councillor A-M. Dermody  


Item ID: 41730 

"To ask the Chief Executive to assess a leak seeping from the old wall across the footpath at Church Lane, this is the path used by the residents of Woodview Cottages, a high percentage of these residents are elderly, this leak once it freezes over is dangerous and necessities people dismounting the path and to do so is dangerous along this stretch?"
REPLY:

The location has been inspected by the Area Engineer who will make arrangements to carry out the necessary works.

RTT/272/14 BROKEN LANEWAYS IN THE BUTTERFIELD AND MARIAN AREAS  

QUESTION (10): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 41735 

"To ask the Chief Executive to inspect and repair the broken laneways in the Butterfield and Marian areas of Rathfarnham.  There are many elderly residents who use these laneways to access the shops and Church yet find it extremely treacherous because of the broken surfaces.  It also causes issues for people with limited mobility as the broken surfaces are unsuitable for residents using walking sticks?"
REPLY:

If an exact location is identified, repair works will be carried out as required.

RTT/273/14 ROSEMOUNT SHOPPING CENTRE PARKING PROPOSALS
QUESTION (11): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 41737 

"To ask the Chief Executive what is the up to date position with the Rosemount Shopping Centre parking proposals?"
REPLY:

The matter is progressing and the Councillor will be provided with an update as soon as possible.

RTT/274/14 PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
HEADED ITEM (16): Transportation  



Item ID: 41766 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/275/14 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (17): Transportation  



Item ID: 41767 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/276/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (10): Transportation  


Item ID: 41768 

Correspondence from Dublin City Council regarding request for pedestrian crossing at Fortfield Road.
Letter to City Council
Reply from City Council
The above correspondence was NOTED.
RTT/277/14 RE-ALIGNMENT OF THE KNOCKLYON ROAD
MOTION (2):  







Item ID: 41600 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor A-M. Dermody:-
"That this Committee requests the Council to prioritise the re-alignment of the Knocklyon Road as the number one roads objective of this committee area."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“In recent years due to the economic downturn it has not been possible to secure funding for new non-national road schemes in the County (such as the Knocklyon Road Realignment), and it is difficult to predict when funding will be made available by the DTTS / NRA. In light of this and having regard to (i) the funding authority's function in assessing the relative merits of funding applications and (ii) the ongoing review of the county Development Plan, it is premature at this time to allocate priority to future Roads objectives.” 
Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, C. Brophy, A-M. Dermody, D. Looney, P. Foley and D. O’Donovan, Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use Planning and Transportation responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to present a further report on this matter to the January 2015 Meeting of the Committee.

RTT/278/14 PARKING ALONG BUTTERFIELD CLOSE

MOTION (3):  







Item ID: 41726 

It was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-
"That the Chief Executive attend on site and witness for himself the potentially dangerous consequence of cars parking along the bend on the road on Butterfield Close, with cars having to drive on the other side of the road to overtake parked cars when travelling from the Butterfield Park area. This issue has been raised before without a satisfactory result. It may be the case that there are no cars parked on the left during the day but cars are parked constantly on the bend in the evenings and at the weekends. Double yellow lines would seem like a solution."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“This issue will be examined and a report on the matter will be presented to the next Traffic Management Meeting.”
Following a contribution from Councillor A-M. Dermody the report was NOTED.
Planning

RTT/279/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/280/14 PLANNING FILES

HEADED ITEM (18): Planning  




Item ID: 41769 

A. 
FILE DISCUSSED:



SD14A/0222

LOCATION:
Lands at Stocking Vale, Stocking Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
COMMENTS:


The application was noted.
B. 
FILE DISCUSSED:



SD14A/0222

LOCATION:
Lands at Stocking Vale, Stocking Avenue, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
COMMENTS:


The application was noted.
RTT/281/14 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (19): Planning  




Item ID: 41770 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/282/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (11): Planning  



Item ID: 41771 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/283/14 PLANNING ISSUES IN THE DUBLIN MOUNTAINS REGION 
MOTION (4): 







Item ID: 41585 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-

"That this Committee begins an ongoing discussion on planning issues in the Dublin Mountains region of Rathfarnham Terenure Templeogue Ward."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“Any such discussion would be welcome and will be facilitated in the context of ongoing review of the County Development Plan. It is noted that planning issues in relation to the Dublin Mountains area are also directly relevant to the Tallaght South Area Committee and in particular the Tallaght South electoral area.”
Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart and C. Brophy, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
SUSPENSORY MOTION – RESOLUTION OF GATE ISSUE AT RATHFARNHAM CASTLE PARK

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillors P. Foley, F. Warfield, D. O’Donovan and F. Duffy:-

“That this Committee calls on the Parks Department to resolve the Gate issue at Rathfarnham Castle Park to the satisfaction of Castleside Residents Association.”

The Motion was AGREED.
VOTE OF SOLIDARITY 
On the proposal of Councillor D. Looney, the Committee expressed a vote of solidarity to both Councillor M. Duff and C. O’Connor who had their cars broken into and property stolen while visiting a local constituent.
The meeting concluded at 4.30pm.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

An Cathaoirleach  
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