COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of the South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 
22nd September 2014
PRESENT

	Councillors
	
	Councillors

	Bonner, B.
	
	King, C

	Brophy, C.
	
	Lahart, J.

	Casserly, V.
	
	Lavelle, W.

	Coules, N.
	
	Leech, B.

	Dermody, A-M.
	
	Looney, D.

	Donovan, P.
	
	McMahon, R.

	Duff, M.
	
	Mahon, K.

	Duffy, F.N.
	
	Murphy, M.

	Dunne, L.
	
	Nolan, R.

	Egan, K.
	
	O’Brien, D.

	Ferron, B.
	
	O’Brien, E.

	Foley, P.
	
	Ó Broin, E.

	Genockey, M.
	
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	
	O’Connor, C.

	Gogarty, P.
	
	O’Donovan, D.

	Graham, J.
	
	O’Toole, L.

	Higgins, E. 
	
	Richardson, D.

	Holland, S.
	
	Timmons, F.

	Kearns, P.
	
	Warfield, F.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Chief Executive
	D. McLoughlin

	Directors / Heads of Function
	L. Maxwell, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, 

T. Walsh, E. Taaffe, B. Coman

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	W. Sheils

	Administrative Officers
	M. Kelly, M. Hunt

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	M. Twynham Muldoon


The Mayor, Councillor F. Warfield, presided.  

Prior to the commencement of the meeting Councillor Warfield welcomed the members of the public present at the meeting, including a group of parents and children from Firhouse Educate Together.

An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor G. Kenny.

H1/0914
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th July 2014 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin. 
SSO1/0914
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

At this point the Mayor, Councillor F. Warfield, proposed and the Members AGREED to vary the sequence of items on the agenda in order to take Headed Item no. H7g) next:

H7g)/0914
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND AT FIRHOUSE ROAD AND KILLINNINY ROAD JUNCTION TO MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AND SKILLS

The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive, and was CONSIDERED:
“The Department of Education and Skills has approached the Council to identify a number of sites in the Firhouse/Ballycullen area which would be suitable for provision of new primary schools. The sites are required to accommodate two schools which are in temporary accommodation at present. A Council owned site at the junction of Firhouse Road/Killinniny Road has been examined in this context and following discussions with representatives of the Department of Education and Skills, the site is considered suitable for their purposes, subject to planning permission being obtained.

Accordingly, the matter was referred to the Chief Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the applicant.

I recommend therefore that the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.695 hectares or thereabouts at Firhouse Road and Killinniny Road Junction as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/46/14 attached to the Minister for Education and Skillsin accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Chief Valuer:-

1. That the subject site is as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/46/14 having an area of 0.695 hectares or thereabouts. 

2. That the Council holds the Fee Simple Interest in the subject site. 

3. That the Minister for Education and Skills shall satisfy herself as to the boundaries and extent of the relevant site. 

4. That the capital sum payable to South Dublin County Council shall be in the sum of €650,000 (six hundred and fifty thousand euro) plus VAT (if applicable) payable as follows:                                                                                  (a)         That 10% of the price is payable on the signing of contracts. Once contracts are signed, which shall take place no later than 3 months (or other date, if agreed) from the date of receipt of the necessary approvals, the applicant shall submit an application for planning permission.                                                                   (b)              If planning permission deemed suitable to the applicant is not granted, then any sums paid by the applicant shall be refunded in full immediately. If planning permission deemed suitable to the applicant is granted, then the balance of 90% of the purchase price will be paid to South Dublin County Council within 2 months from the date of final grant of planning permission.                                                                                      Interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to any outstanding amounts. 

5. That the Council shall transfer unencumbered freehold title with vacant possession of the site, subject to Clause 8 hereunder. 

6. That the disposal price is exclusive of all outgoings. That the applicant shall also be responsible for the payment of all planning levies, costs and connection charges arising in the planning process. 

7. That the sale is subject to a satisfactory site survey by the applicant and confirmation that the site is not encumbered or sterilised by services (other than those already identified) and that all services for development are available and have sufficient capacity to cater for the proposed school development and that no undue remediation works are necessary. 

8. That the Council shall retain a wayleave to the area shown hatched in yellow on the attached Drawing No. LA/46/14 to access services laid therein. 

9. That the applicant will be required to liaise with the Council to identify an appropriate access and egress route to the site. 

10. That any boundary feature constructed at the site shall be to the Council’s satisfaction and in accordance with the Planning & Development and the Building Control legislation. 

11. That each party shall be responsible for their own professional fees in this matter. 

12. That all outstanding charges, rates and taxes (if any) on the site shall be cleared prior to completion of the transaction. 

13. That the Council’s Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any terms and conditions appropriate in an agreement of this nature. 

14. That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place. 

15. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained. 

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993.”
A discussion ensued with contributions from Councillors C. King, D. Looney, D. O’Donovan, M. Duff, C. Brophy, J. Lahart, P. Kearns, F.N. Duffy, P. Foley, R. McMahon, K. Mahon, C. O’Connor, P. Gogarty and B. Ferron.  Members expressed their concerns regarding this proposal and requested that further consideration of the item be deferred to the October Council meeting, to allow time for further consultation between planners, parents, boards of management and the Department of Education.

Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive, responded to the Members queries stating that whatever information the Members require will be made available to them prior to next month’s Council meeting, and that he is open to involving the Department of Education in discussions.

It was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor D. Looney, to DEFER further consideration of this item to the October meeting of the Council.

H2a)/0914  
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM / TEMPLEOGUE - TERENURE AREA COMMITTEE - 9th SEPTEMBER 2014 - DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council's Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	 Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2239
	Ballyroan Youth & Community Centre
	Major Equipment Grant
	15/07/14
	€5,000

	GF2240
	Boden Park Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	17/07/14
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor D. O’Donovan and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor  L. O’Toole and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee - 9th September 2014 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2b)/0914
 REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE - 8th SEPTEMBER 2014 - DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS (1 REPORT - ARTS GRANTS), CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
(i)  Community Grants: 

The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2234
	Tallaght Mens Shed
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	03/06/2014
	€400


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff. Seconded by Councillor C O’Connor and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee - 8th September 2014 - Housing, Social and Community Development Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
(ii)  Arts Grants: 

The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application - Grant
	Date Received  
	Amount

	AGF814
	Rory Adams
	Community arts activities for mental health patients
	22/7/2014
	€650

	Agf815
	Platform One
	To support a development programme for writers
	23/7/2014
	€1,000


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. O’Connor:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Richardson, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Tallaght Area Committee - 8th September 2014 - Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H3a/0914
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - 19th SEPTEMBER 2014 REPORT ON CONFERENCES/SEMINARS 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was Approved at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 19th September 2014.

“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ. Letter 02/10.

Conferences Notified 

	Conference 
	Host 
	Venue
	Date
	Councillors Attending
	Fee 



	Kennedy Summer School 
	Kennedy Summer School
	Brandon House Hotel New Ross

Or

St. Michaels Theatre 
	11th -13th  September 2014
	
	€10 per day

Dinner €65 


No Conferences attended from June to date.

As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”

Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole.

H3b)/0914
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING, 19th SEPTEMBER 2014 - APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON TO LOCAL TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION COMMITTEE 
(LTACC) - COUNCILLOR G. O’CONNELL
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was circulated at the September 2014 OP&F Meeting:

"The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee was established by the Council in 1999 under the provisions of S21 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998.
S22 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 specifies that an appointing authority shall appoint a Chairperson.

At the July meeting of South Dublin County Council the Members AGREED that the following Members be appointed to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee:

Councillor J. Lahart (Fianna Fáil Rathfarnham)

Councillor K. Egan (Fine Gael Clondalkin)

Councillor G. O’Connell (Ind. Lucan)

Councillor J. Graham (Sinn Fein Clondalkin)

Councillor L. Dunne (Sinn Fein Tallaght South)

Councillor M. Murphy (Anti-Austerity Alliance Tallaght Central)

It is a matter for the Council to appoint a Chairperson to the Committee from among its members. This is now before the Members for consideration."   

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and AGREED:

“That Councillor G. O'Connell be recommended for appointment to the position of Chairperson of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.”

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin that Councillor G. O’Connell be appointed Chairperson of the Local Traveller Accommodation Committee (LTACC).
H3c)/0914
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE, 19th SEPTEMBER 2014 - CLOSING DATE & TIME OF COUNCIL & OPF MEETINGS
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:

“The following item was considered by the Members at the June OP&F meeting:
A verbal report on the subject of the closing date and time for submission of Members Items for monthly Council meetings and for meetings of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee was presented by Mr. W. Sheils, Senior Executive Officer, and was CONSIDERED.

In his report Mr. Sheils outlined the current arrangements in regard to closing dates and times for Members to submit items (questions / motions) for inclusion on Council and OPF meeting agendas and informed Members that, with the increase from 26 to 40 elected members, pressure of time has increased for those staff who deal with items submitted.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. King and T. Gilligan. Councillor King suggested that the closing date for submission of Members items be pushed back 24 hours. 
The verbal report was NOTED and it was AGREED to amend the closing date for submission of Questions & Motions by the Members to the monthly Council agendas and also to the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee agendas by 24 hours, ie to ten (10) working days before meetings.

This report is now before the Members for NOTING.”
The report was NOTED.
H3d)/0914
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE, 19th SEPTEMBER 2014 - AMENDED CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was Approved at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 19th September 2014.
	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 8th Sept.
	Tallaght Traffic Management Meeting

Tallaght Area Committee 

Community, Housing, Environment, Parks, Planning* & Development, Roads & Water Services, Corporate Services & Libraries
	2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	26/08/14



	Tue. 9th Sept.
	Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm

	27/08/14



	Wed. 10th Sept.
	
	
	

	Thur. 11th Sept.
	
	
	

	Fri. 12th Sept.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 02/09/14

**Planning file requests to be received by 03/09/14



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 15th Sept.
	Corporate Policy Group 


	3.00 pm - 4.30 pm
	

	Tue. 16th Sept.
	
	
	

	Wed. 17th Sept.
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services  

(Venue: Clondalkin Civic Offices)
	3.00 pm – 6.00 pm


	04/09/14



	Thur. 18th Sept.
	Traffic Management Meetings -

· Lucan

· Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure

· Clondalkin 

Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee (in committee)
	2.00 pm - 2.30 pm

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 3.30 pm

3.30 pm - 6.00 pm
	05/09/14



	Fri. 19th Sept.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 11th September 2014



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 22nd Sept.
	County Council Meeting
	3.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	09/09/14

	Tue. 23rd Sept.
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	10/09/14



	Wed. 24th Sept.
	Deputations
	2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	

	Thur. 25th Sept.
	
	
	

	Fri. 26th Sept.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 17/09/14



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 29th Sept.
	Audit Committee
	8.00 am - 9.30 am
	

	Tue. 30th Sept.
	
	
	

	Wed. 01st Oct.
	
	
	

	Thur. 02nd Oct.
	
	
	

	Fri. 03rd Oct.
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 06th Oct.
	Corporate Policy Group 
	3.00 pm - 4.30 pm
	

	Tue. 07th Oct.
	
	
	

	Wed. 08th Oct.
	
	
	

	Thur. 09th Oct.
	
	
	

	Fri. 10th Oct.
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 13th Oct.
	County Council Meeting
	3.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	30/09/14



	Tue. 14th Oct.
	Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm – 6.00 pm


	01/10/14



	Wed. 15th Oct.
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services   (Venue: Clondalkin Civic Offices)
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	02/10/14



	Thur. 16th Oct.
	
	
	

	Fri. 17th Oct.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 08/10/14

**Planning file requests to be received by 09/10/14



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 20th Oct.
	Special Budget CPG Meeting
	3.00 pm - 4.30 pm
	

	Tue. 21st Oct.
	AILG Training - HOUSING (Venue:   Kilmore Hotel, Cavan)

Tallaght Area Committee 

Community, Housing, Environment, Parks, Planning* & Development, Roads & Water Services, Corporate Services & Libraries
	10.00 am - 

3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	08/10/14



	Wed. 22nd Oct.
	Deputations
	2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	

	Thur. 23rd Oct.
	
	
	

	Fri. 24th Oct.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 15/10/14



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 27th Oct.
	BANK HOLIDAY
	
	

	Tue. 28th Oct.
	Lucan Area Committee 

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	14/10/14 



	Wed. 29th Oct.
	
	
	

	Thur. 30th Oct.
	Special Budget Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee
	3.30 pm - 6.00 pm
	16/10/14

	Fri. 31st Oct.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 17/10/14



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 03rd Nov.
	Corporate Policy Group
	3.00 pm - 4.30 pm
	

	Tue. 04th Nov.
	Environment, Parks & Climate Change SPC
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	02/10/14

Business to Director of Environment, Parks & Climate Change

	Wed. 05th Nov.
	Arts, Culture, Heritage & Libraries SPC
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	03/10/14

Business to Director of Economic Development & the Metropolitan Interest

	Thur. 06th Nov.
	Statutory Budget Meeting
	3.30 pm -
	

	Fri. 07th Nov.
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 10th Nov.
	County Council Meeting
	3.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	28/10/14

	Tue. 11th Nov.
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm – 6.00 pm
	29/10/14

	Wed. 12th Nov.
	Economic, Enterprise & Tourism Development SPC
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	13/10/14

Business to Director of Economic Development & the Metropolitan Interest

	Thur. 13th Nov.
	Adjourned Budget Meeting 

(If Necessary)
	3.30 pm -
	

	Fri. 14th Nov.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 05/11/14



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 17th Nov.
	
	
	

	Tue. 18th Nov.
	AILG Training - PLANNING  (Venue:   Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath)

Social & Community SPC
	10.00 am - 

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	15/10/14

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community

	Wed. 19th Nov.
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services

(Venue: Clondalkin Civic Offices)
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	06/11/14



	Thur. 20th Nov.
	Traffic Management Meetings -

· Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure

· Clondalkin 

· Lucan

Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee (in committee)
	2.00 pm - 2.30 pm

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 3.30 pm

3.30 pm - 6.00 pm
	07/11/14



	Fri. 21st Nov.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 13/11/14


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 24th Nov.
	Tallaght Traffic Management Meeting 

Tallaght Area Committee 

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 6.00 pm


	11/11/14 



	Tue. 25th Nov.
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	12/11/14

	Wed. 26th Nov.
	Housing SPC
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	24/10/14

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community

	Thur. 27th Nov.
	Land Use, Planning & Transportation SPC
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	28/10/14

Business to Director of Land Use, Planning & Transportation

	Fri. 28th Nov.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 18/11/14

**Planning file requests to be received by 19/11/14



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 1st Dec.
	Corporate Policy Group
	3.00 pm - 4.30 pm
	

	Tue. 2nd Dec.
	
	
	

	Wed. 3rd Dec.
	
	
	

	Thur. 4th Dec.
	
	
	

	Fri. 5th Dec.
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 8th Dec.
	Special Development Plan Meeting

County Council Meeting
	10.30 am - 12.30 pm

3.30 pm – 7.00 pm
	25/11/14

	Tue. 9th Dec.
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm – 5.30 pm
	27/11/14



	Wed. 10th Dec.
	
	
	

	Thur. 11th Dec.
	
	
	

	Fri. 12th Dec.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 03/12/14



	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 15th Dec.
	Tallaght Traffic Management Meeting 

Tallaght Area Committee 

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 6.00 pm


	02/12/14 



	Tue. 16th Dec.
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	03/12/14

	Wed. 17th Dec.
	Clondalkin Area Committee 

Planning*** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services

(Venue: Clondalkin Civic Offices)
	3.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	04/12/14



	Thur. 18th Dec.
	
	
	

	Fri. 19th Dec.
	
	
	

	*Planning file requests to be received by 09/12/14

**Planning file requests to be received by 10/12/14

***Planning file requests to be received by 11/12/14


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 22nd Dec.
	
	
	

	Tue. 23rd Dec.
	
	
	

	Wed. 24th Dec.
	
	
	

	Thur. 25th Dec.
	
	
	

	Fri. 26th Dec.
	
	
	


NOTES:

The AUDIT COMMITTEE Meeting date has been changed to Monday 29th Sept.;

AILG Training in HOUSING will take place in the Kilmore Hotel, Cavan on Tues. 21st Oct. commencing at 10.00 am;

AILG Training in PLANNING will take place in the Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath on Tues. 18th Nov. commencing at 10.00 am.”
The Calendar as amended was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor V. Casserly.

H4/0914
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/0914
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS  

It was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q40 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Q1/0914
CYCLE LESSONS
QUESTION: Councillor F. N. Duffy 
To ask the Chief Executive to report on the number of children given cycling lessons by the Council in schools across the County in the past year?
REPLY:
The number of students who received cycle training in the past year is as follows:-

2013   1676 students.

2014 to date 1014 students. 

Q2/0914
SCHOOLS 
QUESTION: Councillor B. Ferron  
To ask the Chief executive to list all the schools which are currently located within temporary accommodation in the County and provide a detailed report on any discussions which have taken place with the Department of Education in order to move the listed schools to permanent accommodation?
REPLY:
The Department of Education & Skills has provided the following list of schools at least partly in temporary accommodation that includes new schools, schools on the Department's accommodation programme or schools using rented prefabs. 

	12014D
	St Andrew's NS
	Chapel Hill
	Lucan
	Dublin

	13217W
	Holy Family NS
	Rathcoole
	 
	Dublin

	16461C
	St Finian's NS
	Newcastle Lyons
	Dublin
	Dublin

	19390U
	St Mark's SNS
	 
	Tallaght
	Dublin

	19462T
	Scoil Maelruain Junior
	Old Bawn Avenue
	Tallaght
	Dublin 24

	19503H
	Scoil Cronain
	Rathcoole
	 
	Dublin

	19510E
	Talbot SNS
	Bawnogue
	Clondalkin
	Dublin

	19542R
	1. Thomas Junior NS 
	Esker
	Lucan
	Dublin

	19574H
	Divine Word NS
	Marley Grange
	Rathfarnham
	Dublin

	19872P
	GS Caitlín Maude
	Knockmore
	Tallaght
	Dublin

	19855P
	GS Cluain Dolcain
	Nangor Road
	Clondalkin
	Dublin

	19676P
	Scoil Aine
	Esker
	Lucan
	Dublin

	19542R
	St Thomas Junior NS
	Esker
	Lucan
	Dublin

	19652B
	Sacred Heart NS
	 
	Tallaght
	Dublin

	19676P
	Scoil Aine Naofa
	Esker
	Lucan
	Dublin

	19782O
	St Brigids JNS
	Brookfield
	Tallaght
	Dublin

	19834H
	St Aidans NS
	 
	Brookfield
	Dublin

	19991A
	Ghaelscoil na Camoige
	 
	Clondalkin
	Dublin

	20043G
	Gaelscoil Chnoc liamhna
	Sean Bhothar Chnoc Liamhna
	Cnoc Liamhna
	Dublin

	20372C
	ABA Facility (Saplings)
	 
	Rathfarnham
	Dublin

	20411J
	Firhouse ET
	Firhouse
	 
	Dublin

	20412L
	Gaelscoil na Guise
	Firhouse
	 
	Dublin

	20426W
	Scoil Oiscair
	 
	Lucan
	Dublin

	20402I
	Citywest ETNS
	Citywest
	 
	Dublin

	20398U
	Scoil Niamh CNS
	Citywest
	 
	Dublin

	20422O
	Scoil Aoife
	Brookfield
	Tallaght
	Dublin

	70080T
	Lucan Community College
	 
	Lucan
	Dublin


In Autumn 2011 The Department of Education and Skills and the City and County Managers Association established a partnership with the aim of realising the provision of additional school accommodation urgently required to meet the forecasted demand for 45,000 primary school pupils and almost 25,000 post primary schools pupils nationally by 2017/2018. South Dublin County Council's role in this inter-agency programme is to identify and acquire sites for new schools on behalf of the Department of Education and Skills and this role formally came into effect on June 1st 2012 under a Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Education and Skills and the City and County Managers' Association for the Acquisition of Sites for School Planning.
South Dublin County Council has been working closely with the Department of Education and Skills to acquire sites to deliver urgently required additional primary schools in the County, at the following locations, all of which relate to schools on the above list:

· Newcastle 

· Firhouse / Ballycullen 

· Lucan 

· Jobstown / Tallaght 

· Citywest 

· Saggart 

In a number of locations sites have been successfully acquired and planning permission has been granted for new permanent schools, while negotiations are ongoing at other locations.

Where a new school is due to open or continues to operate in temporary accommodation in advance of a permanent site being acquired, the Council, in the spirit of the MoU and inter-agency co-operation, has sought to assist the DoE&S to identify or provide sites for temporary use.

The MoU under which SDCC is operating is primarily for the identification and acquisition of sites for new or existing schools on behalf of the Department of Education and Skills. There is also a separate school building programme that applies to many of the schools on the above that are at least partly in temporary accommodation on an existing permanent site.
Q3/0914
MEDICAL APPROVAL
QUESTION: Councillor B. Ferron
To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report outlining how many people are currently on the priority housing list after being certified qualified due to medical grounds. Can the chief executive please provide a breakdown by North and South of the M50 and also by year applicants first became eligible and are still waiting to be housed under these grounds? Can the Chief Executive also provide some statistics outlining how long the average person spends on this list prior to getting housed under this criteria?
REPLY:
	The Council operate two medical approval list for housing i.e one for those requiring standard accommodation and one for those who require ground floor accommodation. The current number of applications with medical approval in respect of these list is outlined below. In respect of query in relation to average time on this it is not possible to give to this information as currently the Council is reliant on appropriate casual vacancies to accommodate applicants from these lists, and a casual vacancy may suit somebody from these lists it won't necessary meet the medical requirements of the highest person on the list. 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Applicants requiring ground floor accommodation with medical approval 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Requiring Ground Floor (most seeking level access showers)
	33
	50
	39
	12
	134
	 
	 
	 

	WHEELCHAIR Liveable required
	9
	14
	23
	6
	52
	 
	 
	 

	TRANSFERS(existing tenants who require transfer from their current social housing which is unsuitable to meet their housing needs)
	10
	26
	10
	5
	51
	 
	 
	 

	APPLICATIONS (awaiting social housing)
	23
	24
	31
	7
	85
	 
	 
	 

	Areas of Preference
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	North
	14
	17
	13
	4
	48
	 
	 
	 

	South
	14
	24
	15
	4
	57
	 
	 
	 

	North & South
	3
	6
	9
	2
	20
	 
	 
	 

	South & North
	2
	3
	4
	2
	11
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	     
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Applicants requiring standard accommodation with medical approval 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	House Size
	1-BED
	2-BED
	3-BED
	4-BED
	TOTAL
	 
	 
	 

	Housing Applications
	3
	12
	19
	8
	42
	 
	 
	 

	Housing Transfers
	0
	8
	22
	7
	37
	 
	 
	 

	Total
	3
	20
	41
	15
	79
	 
	 
	 

	The total of Applications + Transfers will differ from Requirement as some cases will have more than one requirement 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Area of Preference
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	House Size
	1-BED
	2-BED
	3-BED
	4-BED
	TOTAL
	 
	 
	 

	North
	0
	9
	17
	6
	32
	 
	 
	 

	south
	2
	8
	19
	8
	37
	 
	 
	 

	North & South
	1
	1
	4
	1
	7
	 
	 
	 

	South & North
	0
	2
	1
	0
	3
	 
	 
	 

	 
	3
	20
	41
	15
	79
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Q4/0914
CONTROL OF HORSES BYE-LAWS 

QUESTION: Councillor M. Genockey
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the introduction of the new 2014 Control of Horses Bye-Laws and how the council intends to manage the implantation of these new laws with a view to tackling the issue both for communities and the animals that are being kept in inappropriate conditions and are often maltreated?
REPLY:
The Enforcement and Licensing Section have and will continue to enforce the provisions of the Control of Horses Act 1996, the Bye-Laws and guidelines issued by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

South Dublin County Council (Control of Horses) Bye-Laws 2014 were adopted by the Council on 10th February 2014 and implemented with effect from 12th March 2014.

The Bye-Laws have provided the Council with stronger powers to deal with the issues of the keeping of horses in unsuitable conditions, which impacts negatively on communities and animals alike. These provisions are fully utilised to reduce the number of horses that are being kept in unsuitable conditions, or in areas where their presence has an adverse effect on the community.

All reports of loose/stray horses which are received from public representatives, members of the public and Council staff are referred in a timely manner to the contractor engaged by the Council for the provision and operation of the horse seizure service and horse pound facility.

A total of 351 horses have been seized and impounded in the period 1st January 2014 to 31st August 2014. In addition, Enforcement and Licensing liaises with welfare bodies and other departments within the Council, particularly where there are welfare concerns.

Q5/0914
HALLOWEEN 2014

QUESTION: Councillor M. Genockey 
To ask the Chief Executive to report on the council’s plans for family-focused celebrations of Halloween with a view to promoting community spirit in the county and to offer safe options for marking the holiday outside of illegal bonfires?
REPLY:
In 2014, the Council will promote and encourage a Safe Halloween with the objective of reducing injuries, environmental damage and the cost associated with this time of year.

As there was an approximate reduction of 21% in the number of bonfires in 2013 over 2012 it is therefore intended that the 2014 Halloween programme will be similar to that undertaken in 2013 and will be along the following lines: -

The campaign to reduce the availability of material for bonfires will continue. This will tackle a number of areas where material is traditionally sourced for bonfires. The waste and litter enforcement officers will be vigilant in locating materials hoarded and stored for bonfires and identified bonfire material in Parks and open spaces in the weeks prior to Halloween will be removed.

The "Bulbs not Bonfires" scheme will continue to be available through the Social Credits scheme rewarding groups who are actively involved in preventing bonfires with bulbs for planting throughout Halloween with the anticipation of Spring flowers.

Schools will receive a Halloween communication with details of the Halloween pack including information and activity sheets.

Halloween is a special event in the annual calendar and seasonal celebrations targeting different age groups are under consideration, subject to the limited resources available.

The Safe Halloween message will be reiterated through all of the Council's activities running up to the Halloween season. A communication campaign using social media, the Council's website and other local media is prepared to provide a constant reminder to the public of the joys and hazards of the season.

Q6/0914
RAS

QUESTION:
Councillor M. Genockey 
To ask the Chief Executive if the recent increase in rents has had an impact on the council’s negotiations with landlords to take part in the RAS scheme and if there has been any effect on the number of landlords willing to take part in the scheme?
REPLY:
Lease rents payable to landlords under the Rental Accommodation Scheme are negotiated and agreed in reference to prevailing market rents for similar type properties in the same location with a discount applied for the absence of voids and regular monthly payments paid direct to the landlord.

The general increase in market rents is not a factor which effect landlords willingness to both enter and continue lease arrangements under the RAS scheme as can be demonstrated by the table below-

	 
	new contracts
	renewal contracts
	 

	2013
	147
	113
	260

	1/1/14 to 31/8/14
	156
	81
	237


Q7/0914
WINDOW AND DOOR REPLACEMENTS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Genockey 
To ask the Chief Executive how many window and door replacements have been carried out in the county this year, how many are planned for the rest of the year and how long is the average waiting list for such replacements?
REPLY:
This programme commenced in 2010 and by the end of 2013 718 houses had their windows and doors replaced. A further 74 have been replaced up to end of August of this year, another 19 are in progress and 22 are with the contractor for pricing.  It is anticipated that there will be sufficient funds for another 35 to be completed by end of year, which will bring the total for 2014 to 150.  This programme is operated on a case by case basis and by date order of application, the rent account being either clear or tenant adhering to an official arrangement for a minimum period of 6 months and having no anti social issues.  it should be noted that the list is live and added to each year through tenant contact.  Priority is also given to applicants with serious medical conditions.  The average waiting time is approximately 3 years but can be affected by any of the above factors.

Q8/0914
ENERGY

QUESTION: Councillor M. Genockey 
To ask the Chief Executive how it intends to choose households for energy retrofitting using the grant of over €850,000 that was recently allocated to this authority by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government?
REPLY:
The current energy programme – Energy Retrofitting (Fabric Upgrade) Programme - commenced in 2013 following the introduction of the scheme by the DOECLG. The work included in this scheme consists of attic and cavity wall insulation, ventilation and draught proofing. Houses which are upgraded under the scheme are surveyed prior to work being undertaken and a BER certificate is provided following their completion. On its introduction the Department indicated that the programme would continue for the next 3 years until all local authority housing had cavity wall insulation and minimum 300 mm insulation in the attic.

The Council commenced this scheme by concentrating on the older housing stock, built prior to 1985 as all houses after that date would have cavity wall insulation.  273 houses were completed under this programme in 2013.

In February 2014 under the Energy Efficiency measures the Council was allocated €938,390 and we have completed an additional 345 houses. These houses are in the following estates:

	 Estates
	No of Houses

	Melrose
	72

	Deansrath
	75

	Airlie Height
	54

	St Ronans
	85

	Dromcarra
	54

	Miscellaneous occupied houses
	5

	Total
	345


A further allocation of funding has now been announced in the sum €868,654. It is proposed to continue to work on the oldest houses in order to bring them up to the minimum standards set out in the initial programme.

At present the following houses are on site:

	Estates
	No of Houses

	Glenmore
	30

	Kiltalown
	30

	Total
	60


The next tranche of houses to be included in the scheme are surveyed and ready to go on site:

	Estates
	No of Houses

	Glenmore
	13

	Kilclare
	81

	Sarsfield
	19

	Kiltalown
	81

	Rathlawns
	10

	Balrothery
	8

	Cloonmore
	80

	Bawnlea
	41

	Total
	333


In addition to the above scheme the Council has partnered SEAI in its Better Energy Communities Area based Programme 2014.  This Programme includes 53 council houses and 10 private in the Bawnlea estate.   This scheme includes upgrade of heating controls and boiler replacement and energy works, which will be funded from the above allocation. Work has already commenced in this estate. The Councils criteria is generally the age of the units within estates.

Q9/0914
APPLICANTS ON HOUSING LIST 65 AND OVER

QUESTION: Councillor: J. Lahart 

To ask the Chief Executive how many people of 65 years and over are on the Council's housing list or are awaiting accommodation of some kind in South Dublin?
REPLY:
Applicants over 65 are identified for elderly specific accommodation as it becomes available based on time on list.  There are currently 46 applicants over 65 on the housing list for such accommodation.  Two of these applicants require ground floor accommodation, one of which has been offered and accepted accommodation.  Two applicants have been offered and accepted standard accommodation.

Q10/0914
HOUSING APPLICANTS OVER 65 WAITING LIST 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart

To ask the Chief Executive what is the average waiting time for people 65 and over who are on the Council's waiting list?
REPLY:
Based on housing allocations over the past three years the average waiting time for applicants over 65 on the Housing List is 3.2 years.

Q11/0914
WINDOW REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME


QUESTION: Cllr J. Lahart 
To ask the Chief Executive to update me on progress made regarding the window replacement Programme by area?
REPLY:
The following table is the current position of the window programme by area. It is anticipated that there will be sufficient funding to replace windows and doors in another 35 houses by end of year.

There are currently an additional 857 on the waiting list. 750 of these are graded 5 and 78 have still to be graded.

	Tallaght
	Clondalkin
	Lucan
	Rathfarnham
	Total
	Current Status of Work

	28
	37
	2
	7
	74
	Completed

	14
	 
	 
	5
	19
	In progress

	15
	4
	2
	1
	22
	For pricing

	57
	41
	4
	13
	115
	Total

	52%
	36%
	3%
	9%
	100%
	Per cent 


Q12/0914
LITTER FINES

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart 

To ask the Chief Executive for the number of litter fines issued in the county to date this year together with penalties and summonses?
REPLY:
The Council's Litter Warden Service has issued a total of 419 litter fines in accordance with the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended (the Act) from 1st January 2014 to 31st August 2014, amounting to €62,850.  A total of 208 Notices have also been issued under the Act.

54 cases have been listed for Court hearing for prosecution for non payment of litter fines, of which 22 cases have been heard with 13 successful outcomes.

Cases can be unsuccessful for various reasons such as fines been struck out due to payment of litter fine being made on the day, struck out due to witnesses not turning up in court, the Judge finding in favour of alleged polluter and  in some cases the Judge allowing the alleged polluter additional time to pay.

Q13/0914
BUS LANES 

QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart 


To ask the Chief Executive if he is satisfied that the roads in the county that share space with bus lanes are adequate in terms of safety and that the mining and signing of same is sufficient?
REPLY:
Bus lanes are signed and lined in accordance with the relevant regulations and the Traffic Signs Manual. Such signs and road markings are consistent across the county and compliance is enforced by the Garda authorities. Where bus lanes have been provided requirements for safety assessments prior to, during and after construction have been met and any deficiencies rectified prior to final completion of the bus lane.

Any subsequent defects should be raised with the relevant Council department for remedy.

Q14/0914
PARKS SECURITY
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart 

To ask the Chief Executive what steps are being taken to ensure user safety in our parks, particularly children, and particularly in Sean Walsh Park, where incidents of assault have been reported in the recent past - what measures are taken to combat such incidents and has the council requested the assistance of An Garda Siochána?
REPLY:
County Council staff are in regular contact with An Garda Siochána in relation to security issues in all our Parks.

The Council is aware of some recent problems in Sean Walsh Park relating specifically to Anti-Social Behaviour, thefts of mobile phones and thefts of bicycles etc. In this regard, the Council has been liaising closely with the Gardaí to aid investigation of such crimes.

In addition, over the summer An Garda Siochána have provided specific dedicated patrols i.e. by the mountain-bike unit, plain clothes and uniformed beats, and the Garda Jeep where necessary.

The general security situation within Sean Walsh Park and other parks in the County will continue be kept under review by the County Council, in close collaboration with An Garda Siochána. 

Q15/0914
PUBLIC LIGHTING

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on efforts to improve the energy efficiency of the public lighting in the County?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council operates 29,000 public lights across the counties public road network as well as selected footpaths and car parks. Under the councils commitment to reduce carbon dioxide emissions public lighting s considered.

To reduce the energy used several strategies are available.

· Dynamic lighting is utilised at candidate locations. This permits light levels to be varied during hours of darkness while complying with lighting standards. This is permissible where traffic levels reduce over night. The provided level of light is adequate for the task required and has no impact on safety. Such installations save in the region of 30% of energy consumed and has been installed at 1,500 of the more powerful street lights. Technology is now been developed that will allow dynamic lighting to be installed across the majority of the council’s public lighting network. 

· On residential roads the replacement of the orange sodium lamps is considered. This allows installation of LED lamps and can save 50% of energy required. This has been used on refurbishment of lamps on residential streets. 

· Where PL network renewal is required on a road or street, computer aided design programmes are used to optimise the number of lamps used and when combined with dynamic lighting up to 60% reduction has been achieved. 

· The routine replacement of the photocells has reduced the ambient light level at which the light is switched on. This saves 6% of energy required by each light. 

The widespread refitting of energy reducing lamps and systems across the county will represent a substantial investment by the council. A number of pilot energy saving projects have been run on both South Dublin and in other Local Authorities.  The results of these pilot studies are currently being assessed and a preferred energy saving technology will be decided upon in the near future. It is anticipated that a multi-annual energy saving investment strategy will be implemented, commencing in 2015.   Discussions are also on going with the other Dublin local Authorities with a view to implementing an energy saving strategy across the Dublin Region.   

Q16/0914
HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEMES

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 

To ask the Chief Executive for a detailed update on the ongoing studies of potential hydro-electric schemes in the County?
REPLY:

The Architectural Services Department has issued a Request for Tenders for the preparation of a Feasibility Study to investigate the potential for small-scale hydro generated power on watercourses where they traverse the land area of South Dublin County Council, these are the rivers Liffey, Dodder, Griffeen, Cammock and Owendoher and their tributaries.

The purpose of this feasibility study is to provide analysis of small hydro-potential of the County for commercial purposes (>50Kwh). Specifically the study will include the identification of priority and high priority sites and associated electricity potential as well as the costs associated with developing such sites. The focus will be on commercial potential as well as the technical turbine requirements and capabilities of each site. Environmental and planning considerations will also form an important part of this analysis.

The objective of the study is to establish a basis for the systematic development of small hydro electric resources on watercourses in South Dublin and their tributaries where they traverse lands in the remit of South Dublin County Council. The focus of the study will be small hydro electric energy potential and development viability. The study will include more detailed analysis of 4 sites which are considered to have maximum development potential.

The tenders are due for return on the 29th September. A single fixed price contract will be awarded to a qualified company or individual who successfully demonstrate sufficient knowledge and experience to carry out the study. The project will be overseen by a cross departmental Steering Group who will agree the work programme and review the progress of the project. It is anticipated that the study will have a 4-6 month timeframe.

Q17/0914
VILLAGES INITIATIVE
QUESTION: W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on plans for capital improvement projects under the Villages Initiative?
REPLY:

A presentation will be given, as attached, detailing progress and next steps for the Key Projects.

The presentation can be found at Headed Item No 14 -Item no 40692
Q18/0914
WATER SAFETY

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the water safety risk analysis of waterside areas of public parks in the County?
REPLY:
The presence of water in the form of rivers, streams, lakes and ponds in the public parks in the county contributes greatly to the amenity and biodiversity of those parks. The sight and sound of moving water is very attractive and visitors to our parks derive great enjoyment from these amenities. While it is acknowledged that water presents a degree of risk to park users, the risk is minimised through management practices and the provision of ring buoys where appropriate.

Management practices include the creation of shallow edges to artificially constructed ponds and lakes, the provision of bridges with appropriate guard rails and the management of vegetation along the sides / edges to deter the public from immediate access to the waters edge.

There are no designated bathing areas in the county and 'no swimming' signs have been provided at a number of locations around the county.

A survey of the water bodies in the county was undertaken during the summer months by the Council's Health and Safety Advisor. As a result of that survey, a need was identified for the provision of an initial 66 ring buoys at 36 locations around the county. The cost of providing a ring buoy and associated fixtures and fittings is approximately €250 per unit.

Provision has been made in the revised Estimates to enable this work to proceed.  

Q19/0914
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 

To ask the Chief Executive when the new SPC's will be in place and operational, and to make a statement on the envisaged role of each SPC in the work of this Council into the future?
The Draft Scheme for the Strategic Policy Committees is on the agenda  for adoption at the September 2014 County Council meeting.

The SPC guidelines recommend that each of the SPCs will have two thirds of its membership drawn from the elected representatives of the Council and that one third of the membership will be drawn from external sectoral groupings. The bodies identified are to nominate people to represent their sectors.

The National Pillars  (The Irish Farmers Association , Chambers Ireland, Irish Congress of Trade Unions, Environment) will facilitate the nomination process for their respective sectors to our committees.  

A programme of work for the SPCs will be drafted and will be brought before the Corporate Policy Group for approval. It is envisaged that the first meetings of the new SPCs will he held in November.


Q20/0914
IRISH LANGUAGE STRATEGY

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 

Chun ceist a chur ar an mBainisteoir faoin stratéis atá ag an Chomhairle Chontae ar forbairt na Gaeilge; chun ról atá ag an Oifigeach Gaeilge a shoiléiriú; cén Coiste Polasaí Strátéiseach a bhaineann leis an Ghaeilge; cén polasaíthe atá ann chun ceisteanna as Gaeilge a fhreagairt ón Comhaireleoirí agus baill den phobail; cén todhchaí a mbeidh ar Seachtain na Gaeilge ÁCT; agus cé atá i gceannais chun nascanna a coimeáid leis an phobail Gaeilge inár Chontae?
To ask the Chief Executive about the strategy the County Council has in relation to the development of Irish; to clarify the role of the Irish Officer; Which SPC relates to the Irish; what are the policies to answer questions from the councillors and members of the public; what is the future of Seachtain na Gaeilge Átha Cliath Theas; and who is responsible to maintain connections with the Irish speaking community within our council?
REPLY:
Is é straitéis Chomhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas i leith na Gaeilge deimhniú go gcomhlíonfar dualgaisí an Chomhairle atá leagtha amach san Acht um Rialtas Áitiúl, 2001 agus an straitéis atá leagtha amach sa dara Scéim Teanga ón gComhairle a chur i bhfeidhm.

Is é an Coiste um Beartais Straitéiseacha, Ealáíon, Cultúr, Oidhreacht agus Leabharlanna an coiste cuí don Ghaeilge.

Tá polasaí i bhfeidhm aon cheist nó tairiscint as Gaeilge a chuirtear isteach ag Baill Tofa a fhreagairt araon as Béarla agus as Gaeilge. Tá an polsaí céanna i bhfeidhm i leith ceisteanna ón bpobal.

Tá dul chun cinn mór déanta ag Comhairle Contae Átha Cliath Theas ó thús Achta na dTeangacha Oifigiúl 2003, in a measc traenáil foirne i ngach rannóg conas gnó a dhéanamh agus conas freastal ar ár gcustaiméirí trí mhéan na Gaeilge, ceartúchán comharthaí ar fud an chontae, aistriúchán foilseachán corparáideacha agus foirmeacha agus forbairt www.athcliaththeas.ie. I dteannta leis seo cuireann ár Seirbhís Leabharlanna sraith leathan imeachtaí  ar fáil, ina measc, ranganna Gaeilge don phobal agus cur go mór le Seachtain na Gaeilge bhliantúil.

Is toradh é forbairt na seirbhísí seo ar iarrachtaí leanúnacha bainistíochta agus foirne ar fud an eagraíochta agus léiríonn sé tiomantas leanúnach an Chomhairle an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn. Bíodh nach bhfuil sé feiliúnach  trácht a dhéanamh ar chúrsai acmhainní daonna, go háirithe sonraí faoi phost ar leith, ba mhaith liom cinntiú do na baill go gcomhlíonfar gach dualgas i leith úsáid agus cur chun cinn na Gaeilge.

Council Strategy in relation to the Irish Language is to ensure the obligations set out in the Local Government Act 2001 and the Official Languages Acts 2003 are fulfilled and to implement the Council's second Irish Language Scheme. 

The Arts, Culture, Heritage and Libraries SPC is the appropriate one for the Irish language.

The policy is for any question or motion submitted by Elected Members "as Gaeilge" to be answered both in English and Irish. The same policy applies to queries from members of the public.

South Dublin County Council has made significant achievements since the commencement of the Official Language Act 2003, including training of staff across all departments to carry out business and serve our customers through Irish, correction of signage throughout the county, translation of corporate publications and forms and the development of www.athcliaththeas.ie. Alongside this our Library Services provide extensive activities including the provision of Irish language classes to the public and contributes extensively to the annual Seachtain na Gaeilge.

The development of these services is the result of the continued efforts of management and staff across the organisation and reflects the Council's continued commitment to the promotion of the Irish language. While it is not appropriate to comment on human resource matters, in particular the specifics of individual posts, I would like to assure the members that the all statutory obligations in relation to the use and promotion of the Irish Language will continue to be fulfilled.

Q21/0914
TOURISM PROMOTION
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Chief Executive to provide an update on tourism promotion in the County and to state how plans to support and increase tourism will be developed in the time ahead?

REPLY:

A Tourism Interests Working sub Group of the Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development SPC has been established and met in late August.

 

The group comprises industry representatives and local Councillors. A brief for the engagement of consultants to conduct a full Tourism Strategy for the County has been finalised. This will form the basis for Tourism action plan for the period 2015-2018.

 

The request for tenders for this strategy has been published on etenders and tenders are to be submitted by companies up to Oct 17th. Following an evaluation of the submitted tenders in line with public procurement procedures, it is envisaged that consultants will be appointed in late October with a view to immediately beginning the process of drafting a Tourism strategy for the County.

 

The intention is that during Q1 2015 the strategy will be finalised and the Working Group will develop and present a Tourism Action Plan prepared including marketing and branding for the County as a Tourism destination based on the market segments and opportunities indentified.

 

A number of specific items are ongoing in this matter, including establishing an inventory of tourism products to create an online Tourism map (and website search engine) of the County, a full promotional photography survey to promote the County is being prepared and way finding signage is being commissioned. Discussions are ongoing between Fáilte Ireland and the other Dublin authorities on joint actions in promotion and other initiatives.

 

South Dublin County Tourism Ltd also continues to market the County and in particular to source events for the County to leverage visits and increase occupancy in local hotels to the benefit of employment and the local economy generally.

Q22/0914
CLIMATE CHANGE


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 

To ask the Chief Executive to make a statement on the Council's commitment to combating and adapting to climate change, and to state how Council policies in this area will be developed, implemented and reviewed in the time ahead?
REPLY:
The government published the National Climate Change Adaptation Framework (NCCAF) in December 2012. The EPA is compiling and producing guidelines in support of the implementation of the NCCAF. The EPA has selected SDCC to participate in the production of a draft Adaption Strategy in advance of the final review and publication of the guidelines. This involvement in what amounts to a pilot phase of its development is to our advantage, allowing us to receive first hand knowledge of what is required of SDCC, and the result will be a fully functioning and measurable Adaption Strategy for Climate Change.

This will be the first of its kind in Ireland and will be employed by the EPA as a best practice case study for other local authorities and public bodies to follow. The publication of the Heads of the Climate Action and Low-Carbon Development Bill on April 23 2014 signalled the Government's intention to review and revise the NCCAF in 2016, at which point its policy stipulations will gain a legislative footing. The Heads of the Bill also signalled the Government's intention to develop a further Low-carbon Development Roadmap at national scale which will provide a high-level policy umbrella under which appropriate climate change mitigation targets will be set.

Staff resources have been identified for implementation of the climate change programmes that will arise from the Strategy.

The Draft Adaptation Strategy for Climate Change in the first instance, will be brought to the Environmental SPC for consultation and contribution.

In relation to increased extreme weather events, SDCC has combated those that have caused flooding in the Council’s functional area through flood relief schemes in the past, namely the River Griffeen and Camac Flood Relief Schemes, carried out in 2008. To abate future exceptional weather events, the Council in conjunction with the OPW and DCC have undertaken a programme of river Catchment based Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study, CFRAMS, prescribing a more proactive, sustainable flood risk management approach, with increased use of non-structural and flood impact mitigation measures, as required by the National Flood Policy Review of 2004 and the EU Floods Directive of 2007. The flood relief scheme for the River Poddle will be the Councils first capital project, progressing to flood relief schemes on the River Dodder, Whitechurch and Ballycullen Streams.

Q23/0914
CONTRACTS
QUESTION: Councillor R. McMahon 
To ask the Chief Executive what percentage, in value terms, of contracts awarded are awarded to companies based in the South Dublin County Administrative area? And is this a factor when awarding contracts when all other factors are equal?
REPLY:
An analysis of some €47.5m of expenditure (excludes payroll costs, statutory and mandatory payments) paid by the Council to businesses and individuals in 2013 shows almost €13m (approx. 27%) was paid to organisations with addresses in the local area.  There may be additional expenditure to local businesses with head offices or payment addresses outside the County that is not included in the €13m.  However, in terms of volume expenditure to local organisations etc. accounted for 38% of the number of transactions.

There are specific procurement rules and legislation which must be followed when contracts are awarded.  The primary law in this regard is European law which aims to create a fair and equitable internal market.  This prevents anti-competitive behaviour including specific measures to allow local bias in purchasing.

Presently, all contracts over the value of €207,000 for goods/supplies/services and over €5,186,000 for works and/or subject to European Procurement Directives must be advertised in the Supplement to the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU) and on the Irish government procurement portal www.etenders.gov.ie. Contracts below these thresholds and not subject to European Procurement Directives but above the value of €25,000 for goods/supplies/services and over €50,000 for works must be advertised on www.etenders.gov.ie. The award criteria for a contract must be clearly outlined when the tender is advertised and must follow procurement rules and legislation.

Contracts below the value of €25,000 for goods/supplies/services and below €50,000 for works are primarily procured by means of requests for quotations and in practice this allows for local organisations to be requested to provide quotations for such works.

Q24/0914
COMMERCIAL RATES 

QUESTION: Councillor R. McMahon

To ask the Chief Executive the value of commercial rates not collected in 2013 due to premises being vacant in the County and also what is the policy of the Council regarding commercial rates if a premises is partly occupied i.e. what percentage of rates is charged?  
REPLY:
To date the sum of €12,490,000 has been credited/refunded in respect of 2013 Rates. There is a further sum of €880,000 outstanding in respect of vacant property where an application for credit has not yet been made.

This brings the total cost to date of vacant property for 2013 to €13,370,000.

Rates are payable in full on all properties which are occupied, regardless of the extent of occupation.

However, if a premises is only partly occupied, and the unoccupied part is separated and has been made available for letting as an independent unit, it may qualify for Vacancy Credit/Refund in the same manner as any vacant property.

Q25/0914
ELECTRIC CARS


QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report on progress made to date in implementing motion 4 passed at the July 2014 Council meeting on the issue of electric car charging points?
REPLY:
The Council have been in discussion with the ESB about painting the existing spaces and providing signs.  It is hoped that the works will be completed shortly.  The Council have not received additional requests for charging points since the meeting in July from the ESB.
Q26/0914
COMMEMORATIONS COMMITTEE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin 

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the Commemorations Committee and the development of plans for a programme of events to mark the centenary of 1916?

REPLY:
The following members were agreed for the Commemorations Committee at the July Council Meeting - Councillors Eoin Ó'Broin, Martina Genocky, Colm Brophy, Ed O'Brien, Liona O'Toole and Ruth Nolan. It is proposed to schedule the inaugural meeting of the committee in September. A programme of Commemorations has been drawn up by the Library Services which will be presented at the meeting. 
Q27/0914
DOG FOULING 

QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor 

To ask the Chief Executive to report on actions being taken throughout the County with the menace of Dog Fouling?
REPLY:

Under Section 22 (of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997), it is not an offence to allow a dog under control to foul in a public place, however it is an offence to let the dog foul, and fail to remove and dispose of the foul subsequently. This means that the person in charge of a dog is required to remove dog foul and dispose of it in a suitable and sanitary way.

An on-the-spot fine of €150 can be imposed on the owner of a dog who fails to remove dog faeces from a public place, with the maximum fine for this offence being €3,000 and perpetrators, where identifiable, are fined.

The Green Dog Walkers Scheme is a regional programme involving South Dublin County Council, Dun Laoghaire- Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council, Meath County Council and Wicklow County Council. This scheme is a positive and pro-active way which encourages and supports responsible dog ownership, and aims to increase awareness of the problem of dog fouling which is among the most common and anti-social forms of littering.

Green Dog Walkers is a community based voluntary scheme which can be adopted in any area, and is a non-confrontational, friendly way to change attitudes about dog fouling in South Dublin County.  Members of the scheme receive a complimentary green dog-walkers armband and a 'doggie bone' poop-bag dispenser with a roll of bags. By signing up participants  'Take the Pledge' to always clean up after their dog, to carry extra doggie bags and to gladly give others a bag for their dog if they ask for one. 

The Council has approximately 650 litter bins across the county. The majority of these are on street and approximately 10% located within the major parks, for example beside the off leash areas. All litter bins are available for and can be used to dispose of dog waste.

Most recently the four Dublin Local Authorities joined forces over the summer to urge dog owners to leave only their paw prints behind after taking their dog for walks and currently Anti - Dog Fouling signs are being erected. It is expected that 500 of these signs will be visible throughout the county by 2015.

Q28/0914
CARS FOR CASH

QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor 

To ask the Chief Executive to outline actions being taken by the Council to deal with the growing problem of "Cars for Sale" signs which are now creating much concern in the County?
REPLY:
It is well documented that the Council is having particular difficulty with these signs, as are our sister authorities. 

As signs are removed, they are being re-erected as quickly and it is strongly believed there a number of  different networks of offenders involved.

Issuing fines are proving problematic. Even is cases where the registration number from a vehicle is  available, the fines which are delivered by registered post are being returned “gone away” and so the cases cannot  proceed.

The Council continues in its efforts to address this problem and there are currently three Direct Prosecution cases being pursued.
Q29/0914
VILLAGE REGENERATION 

QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor 

To ask the Chief Executive to report to the Council on plans for the regeneration of our Villages?
A presentation will be given, as attached, detailing progress and next steps for the Key Projects.

The presentation can be found at Headed Item No 14 -Item no 40692
Q30/0914
PLAY SPACE FACILITIES 

QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive to report on plans for Playspace facilities throughout the County?
REPLY:
A total of 10 sites were included in the 2014 Play Space Programme.  Two other sites at Hermitage Park in Lucan and Ballycragh Park in Firhouse were separately funded by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. One site at Tymon Park is separately funded through the Council’s Capital Programme. 

9 locations have been agreed and have gone to tender. There are 4 sites where it has not been possible to reach agreement on to date.

In order to expedite the 2015 programme some preliminary consultation has already taken place, and it is intended to resume this process in November 2014.

The complete Five Year Programme is attached for the information of the Elected Members which envisaged providing 60 play spaces in total at a cost of €750,000 per annum over 5 years.

2014 PLAY SPACE PROGRAMME – CURRENT SITUATION IN DETAIL
	 LUCAN  

	Location 
	Type

	Woodfarm Acres 
	Local – No agreement.   Riversdale Estate - Contract awarded

	Griffeen Avenue 
	Local – agreed. Not yet tendered

	CLONDALKIN  

	Location
	Type 

	Rathcoole Park
	Local – agreed and tendered 

	Knockmitten Park
	Neighbourhood – agreed and tendered 

	TALLAGHT CENTRAL  

	Location
	Type 

	Beechfield Park, Walkinstown
	 At Tender stage

	Belgard Heights
	Local – No agreement yet. Consultation to be concluded shortly. 

	TALLAGHT SOUTH  

	Avonbeg
	Local – Agreed. At Tender Stage 

	Killinarden Community Centre                                     
	Local – Tender Awarded 

	RATHFARNHAM  

	Location
	Type 

	Woodstown, Knocklyon
	Substitute at Idrone also not possible 

	Whitechurch open space
	 

	 Other Locations

	Tallaght Central
	  

	Tymon Park
	Capital Programme. Part 8 approved. Commence phase 1 in 2014. Not yet tendered 

	Tallaght South
	Department of Children and Youth Affairs funding 

	Ballycragh Park
	Tender Awarded 

	Lucan 
	Department of Children and Youth Affairs funding 

	Hermitage Park
	 At Tender Stage


PROPOSED FIVE YEAR PLAY SPACE PROGRAMME 2014 - 2018
	 
LUCAN  
	 

	Location
	Type
	Timescale 
	 

	Woodfarm Acres
	Local
	2014 
	 

	Griffeen Avenue
	Local
	2014 
	 

	Waterstown Park
	Regional
	2015 
	 

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Regional
	2015 
	 

	Sarsfield Park, Lucan
	Local
	2015 
	 

	Ballyowen Park
	Neighbourhood
	2016 
	 

	Lucan Demesne
	Regional
	2016 
	 

	Finnstown
	Local
	2016 
	 

	Willsbrook Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017 
	 

	Hillcrest Estate Lucan
	Local
	2017 
	 

	Glenaulin Park, Palmerstown
	Neighbourhood
	2017 
	 

	Beechpark
	Local
	2018 
	 

	Hillcrest Estate Lucan
	Local
	2018 
	 

	Esker Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018 
	 

	Grange Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018 
	 

	 
CLONDALKIN  
	 

	Location
	Type 
	Proposed timescale 

	Rathcoole Park
	Local 
	2014 

	Knockmitten Park
	Neighbourhood 
	2014 

	Letts Field, Neilstown
	Local 
	2015 

	Quarryvale Park
	Local 
	2015 

	Newcastle
	Neighbourhood 
	2015 

	Ashwood estate
	Local 
	2016 

	Springbank Cottages Saggart
	Local 
	2016 

	Collinstown Park
	Local 
	2016 

	Grand Canal Park
	Local 
	2017 

	Corkagh Park
	Regional 
	2017 

	Cherrywood Park
	Local 
	2018 

	St Cuthberts Park
	Local 
	2018 

	Corkagh Park
	Local 
	2018 


	 
TALLAGHT CENTRAL  

	Location
	Type
	Proposed timescale

	Beechfield Park, Walkinstown
	Local
	2014

	Belgard Heights
	Local
	2014

	Ambervale
	Local
	2015

	Kilnamanagh Parkhill Rd
	Local
	2015

	Kingswood open space
	Local
	2016

	Tymon Park Limekiln
	Neighbourhood
	2016

	Glendown Park
	Local
	2016

	Ballymount Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Bancroft Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Greenhills Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Tymon Park Willington
	Regional
	2018

	Orwell Park
	Local
	2018

	Perrystown
	Local
	2018

	Kilnamanagh Treepark Rd
	Local
	2018

	TALLAGHT SOUTH
  

	Avonbeg
	Local
	2014

	Killinarden Community Centre                                     
	Local
	2014

	Aylesbury
	Local
	2015

	Jobstown Park
	Neighbourhood
	2015

	Kiltipper Park
	Regional
	2015

	McGee Park
	Neighbourhood
	2016

	Seán Walsh Park, Marlfield
	Local
	2016

	Firhouse Park
	Local
	2016

	Old Bawn Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Mount Carmel
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Carrigwood
	Local
	2018

	Hunterswood
	Local
	2018

	Killinardan Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018

	Dodder Park Road
	Local
	2018


	RATHFARNHAM  

	Location
	Type
	Proposed timescale

	Woodstown, Knocklyon
	Local
	2014

	Whitechurch open space
	Local
	2014

	Marian Road
	Local
	2015

	Dargle Wood
	Local
	2015

	Longwood/Stonepark Abbey Rathfarnham
	Local
	2015

	Elkwood
	Local
	2016

	Delaford
	Local
	2016

	Westbourne Lodge
	Local
	2017

	Boden Park
	Local
	2017

	Idrone, Knocklyon
	Local
	2017

	Cherryfield Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018

	Prospect Manor, Stocking Lane
	Local
	2018


Q31/0914
INCREMENTAL PURCHASE SCHEME
QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive to report on any contact and discussions he has had with the Department of Environment and Local Government in respect of the need for a new Tenant Purchase Scheme?

REPLY: 
Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014.
Part 3 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 which was enacted on 23rd July 2014 provides, inter alia, for an Incremental Tenant Purchase Scheme in respect of the sale of local authority houses to tenants on an incremental purchase basis.

It will be necessary for the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government to sign a commencement order in respect of this part of the legislation before it can be given effect to by Local Authorities. 

The new scheme provides for a discount system calculated on the basis of household income that enables the State to share in the resale profits during the period of the incremental purchase charge, 20 to 30 years. 

The Minister proposes to make necessary Statutory Instruments to enable the new scheme to become operational in 2015.
Q32/0914
DEVELOPMENT LEVIES 

QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan 


To ask the Chief Executive how much revenue has been generated from development levies in South Dublin over the past five years?
REPLY:

The following table shows the Revenue collected from Development Levies in the past 5 years

	Year
	Receipts & Transfers(€m)

	2009
	8.6

	2010
	4.5

	2011
	2.7

	2012
	4.6

	2013
	11.2


 Q33/0914
DOG FOULING 

QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief  Executive how many requests for dog fouling and Neighborhood Watch signs have been received by the Council for the past three years and how many such signs have been erected?
REPLY:
The four Dublin Local Authorities joined forces over the summer to urge dog owners to leave only their paw prints behind after taking their dog for walks and currently Anti - Dog Fouling signs are being erected.

It is expected that 500 of these signs will be visible throughout the county by 2015.

According to the Environment Complaints system there were 26 requests for dog foul signs in 2014. Social Credits received 25 expressions of interest when a pilot scheme was ran between September 2013 and March 2014 (community agreed to erect the signs), and there are 52 requests for the new signage which was recently launched.

In total there is record of 103 requests for the erection of Dod Fouling signs.  

 

Q34/0914
TREE PRUNING 

QUESTION:
Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive how many requests for tree pruning and tree removal the Council have received over the past three years and how many trees have been pruned and removed throughout the area during the past three years?

REPLY:
The Council receives requests for tree maintenance work from Public Representatives and members of the public via the Council's Customer Care Contact System.  The following is an analysis of tree enquiries received over the 3-year period August 31, 2011 to September 1, 2014. 
 

	ANALYSIS OF TREE ENQUIRES ON CUSTOMER CARE CONTACT SYSTEM 2011-2014 

	 
	Aug 31.2011 -Sept 1.2012
	Aug 31.2012 -Sept 1.2013
	Aug 31.2013 -Sept 1.2014

	Total Requests
	1596
	2113
	4220

	Tree Planting
	85
	99
	147

	Tree Pruning
	852
	1309
	2882

	Tree Removal
	659
	706
	1191


The increasing number of requests for tree maintenance work is a reflection of the increasing maturity of the street tree population in certain parts of the Council's administrative area such as the long established neighbourhoods of Rathfarnham, Terenure, Templeogue, Clondalkin, Palmerstown and Lucan, coupled more recently with public reaction to the unprecedented storm damage to trees early in 2014.  It is however important to recognise that not all of the requests for tree maintenance received by the Council require action and that not all trees require management intervention during their lifecycle.  Priority for tree maintenance work is given to trees that are dead or damaged, in very close proximity to public lighting columns (less than 1.8m), trees associated with lifting footpaths or in conflict with overhead utility cables.

The following is a summary of the annual figures for trees pruned or removed from 2012 to date: 

	Tree Maintenance Works Completed 2012-2014 

	 
	2012
	2013
	2014 to date

	Total no. of trees pruned or removed
	954
	1148
	1528


The additional numbers achieved during the current year are largely attributable to the deployment since May 2014 of a tree maintenance crew, assembled from staff within the Public Realm Section, to undertake street tree pruning and removal works on a year round basis.  This crew is operating in addition to the seasonal tree maintenance crews who operate over a 4-month period between November to February. 

The Tree Maintenance Programme for the latter part of the 2014 and 2015 is currently being compiled in tandem with a review of the Council's approach to tree management to ensure increased productivity of our tree maintenance operations in line with the increase in requests for tree maintenance works.
Q35/0914
PROPERTY TAX

QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole

To ask the Chief Executive to report on the amount of property tax received per electoral area by south Dublin County Council to date.
REPLY:
Circular Fin 09/2014 presented preliminary 2014 Local Property Tax (LPT) statistics by local authority and included as the following data in respect of South Dublin County Council: 

· LPT 2014 declared =          €31,810,278 

· LPT 2014 deferred =               €572,890 

· Net LPT 2014 Position =     €31,237,388 

· LPT 2014 Exempt =                €529,581 

The collection of property tax by electoral area is not yet available for South Dublin however Circular Fin 15/2014 provided the following information about local property tax property valuation bands for the South Dublin administrative area (and noted that):

·  The data provided represents valuation bands based on property values as at the 1 May 2013 valuation date; 

·  Any differences in the percentages are due to rounding; and 

· The figures are based on preliminary analysis of returns filed and other Local Property Tax related information; of necessity, a certain amount of estimation has been required. 

	LPT 2014 Valuation Bands
	€0-€100,000
	€100,001- €150,000
	€150,001- €200,000
	Over €200,000

	South Dublin County Council
	7%
	18%
	27%
	48%


Q36/0914
BUS LANES 

QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a report on bus lanes which are currently not been used by a regular bus service and to confirm why they are currently not in use and to ask if due consideration could be given to opening up these unused bus lanes to general traffic?
REPLY:
In recent years a substantial investment has been made in the provision of Bus Lanes. Many of these bus lanes were provided in line with the QBN office programme. Of which some were provided where major upgrade or new road construction was occurring. Such provision was made to facilitate future bus services to yet to be developed areas. In essence an attempt was made to insure good infrastructure was provided as opportunity arose in advance of the future growth of the urban area in South Dublin County. This has led to sections of bus lane awaiting long term development and consequential commencement of bus services.

The use of the bus lanes in the meantime cannot be easily be turned into increased capacity across the South Dublin County Council road network. This is because the capacity on the road network is limited by the configuration of junctions in the network. Two possible uses could be considered for currently dormant bus lanes.

1. Identify which bus lanes are unduly constraining the capacity of a road and identify how general traffic lanes can then be provided. 

2. Improve the safety of road venerable road users and create attractive facilities for cycling and walking. 

It is intended that proposals on a pilot study will be carried out on a suitable section of dormant bus lane will be presented to a meeting of the Transportation SPC.

Q37/0914
DOG LITTER BINS 

QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole 

Further to the dog litter campaign could the Chief Executive confirm if there are plans to increase the number of dog litter bins in the county particularly in and around public parks?
REPLY:
The Council currently has approximately 650 litter bins located across the county. The majority, around 600, are provided on street while approximately 65 bins are located within the major parks at strategic locations such as entrances, playgrounds and beside the off leash areas for dogs.

All litter bins are available for, and can be used to dispose of dog waste. It is Council policy not to provide separate bins for dog waste as the standard bins can be used for this purpose. 

South Dublin County Council participates in the Green Dog Walkers Scheme which is a regional programme involving South Dublin County Council, Dun Laoghaire- Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council, Meath County Council and Wicklow County Council. This scheme is a positive and pro-active way which encourages and supports responsible dog ownership, and aims to increase awareness of the problem of dog fouling which is among the most common and anti-social forms of littering.

Green Dog Walkers is a community based voluntary scheme which can be adopted in any area, and is a non-confrontational, friendly way to change attitudes about dog fouling in South Dublin County.  Members of the scheme receive a complimentary green dog-walkers armband and a 'doggie bone' poop-bag dispenser with a roll of bags. By signing up participants  'Take the Pledge' to always clean up after their dog, to carry extra doggie bags and to gladly give others a bag for their dog if they ask for one. 

Most recently the four Dublin Local Authorities joined forces over the summer to urge dog owners to leave only their paw prints behind after taking their dog for walks. A new poster scheme has been rolled out and anti - dog fouling signs have been being erected at various locations around the county to remind dog owners of their responsibilities. It is expected that five hundred of these signs will be in place throughout the county by 2015.

Q38/0914
COST OF LOCAL PROPERTY TAX CONSULTATION

QUESTION:
Councillor L. O’Toole
Considering the amount of submission received on Local Property Tax was extremely low and it doesn’t represent the general public opinion in South Dublin County Council could the Chief Executive confirm the cost involved of running this Public Consultation (Submission process)
REPLY:
Advertising costs totalling €1,784 were incurred for the LPT Public Consultation. 

The remaining costs for the process related to staff time involved in arranging the advertising and managing and reporting submissions.  An online submission tool was designed and implemented to provide the public with an accessible, user friendly interface.  This was an in-house software development and as well as supporting the recent process it will be available to deliver future efficiency savings.  The staff time required to initiate and manage the process has not been costed as it was not extensive.
Q39/0914
BOARDED UP HOUSES 

QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive for a full list of Boarded up houses in SDCC and what plans are in place to make these Liveable?
REPLY:
There were 48 Council social housing units vacant at end of August, 22 of which are boarded up.  Two are ready for occupation and pre-let repairs are in progress in the balance.  Tenants have already been identified for 21 of these units.  It should also be noted that 13 of these units came back in stock during the month of August alone.

In addition there are a number of boarded up private houses throughout the county along with a small number of Council owned stock that is not in our possession for legal reasons.

Q40/0914
PLAYGROUNDS
QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask for an update on all proposed playgrounds in SDCC, what are the costs of same? What funds are available? What locations have been agreed? What is schedule of work for same?

REPLY:
A total of 10 sites were included in the 2014 Play Space Programme.  Two other sites at Hermitage Park in Lucan and Ballycragh Park in Firhouse were separately funded by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. One site at Tymon Park is separately funded through the Council’s Capital Programme. 

9 locations have been agreed and have gone to tender. There are 4 sites where it has not been possible to reach agreement on to date

In order to expedite the 2015 programme some preliminary consultation has already taken place, and it is intended to resume this process in November 2014.

The complete Five Year Programme is attached for the information of the Elected Members which envisaged providing 60 play spaces in total at a cost of €750,000 per annum over 5 years.

 
2014 PLAY SPACE PROGRAMME – CURRENT SITUATION IN DETAIL
	 LUCAN  

	Location 
	Type

	Woodfarm Acres 
	Local – No agreement.   Riversdale Estate - Contract awarded

	Griffeen Avenue 
	Local – agreed. Not yet tendered

	CLONDALKIN  

	Location
	Type 

	Rathcoole Park
	Local – agreed and tendered 

	Knockmitten Park
	Neighbourhood – agreed and tendered 

	 
TALLAGHT CENTRAL  

	Location
	Type 

	Beechfield Park, Walkinstown
	 At Tender stage

	Belgard Heights
	Local – No agreement yet. Consultation to be concluded shortly. 

	TALLAGHT SOUTH  

	Avonbeg
	Local – Agreed. At Tender Stage 

	Killinarden Community Centre                                     
	Local – Tender Awarded 

	RATHFARNHAM  

	Location
	Type 

	Woodstown, Knocklyon
	Substitute at Idrone also not possible 

	Whitechurch open space
	 

	 Other Locations  

	Tallaght Central
	  

	Tymon Park
	Capital Programme. Part 8 approved. Commence phase 1 in 2014. Not yet tendered 

	Tallaght South
	Department of Children and Youth Affairs funding 

	Ballycragh Park
	Tender Awarded 

	Lucan 
	Department of Children and Youth Affairs funding 

	Hermitage Park
	 At Tender Stage


PROPOSED FIVE YEAR PLAY SPACE PROGRAMME 2014 - 2018
	Lucan
  
	 

	Location
	Type
	Timescale 
	 

	Woodfarm Acres
	Local
	2014 
	 

	Griffeen Avenue
	Local
	2014 
	 

	Waterstown Park
	Regional
	2015 
	 

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Regional
	2015 
	 

	Sarsfield Park, Lucan
	Local
	2015 
	 

	Ballyowen Park
	Neighbourhood
	2016 
	 

	Lucan Demesne
	Regional
	2016 
	 

	Finnstown
	Local
	2016 
	 

	Willsbrook Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017 
	 

	Hillcrest Estate Lucan
	Local
	2017 
	 

	Glenaulin Park, Palmerstown
	Neighbourhood
	2017 
	 

	Beechpark
	Local
	2018 
	 

	Hillcrest Estate Lucan
	Local
	2018 
	 

	Esker Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018 
	 

	Grange Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018 
	 

	 
CLONDALKIN  
	 

	Location
	Type 
	Proposed timescale 

	Rathcoole Park
	Local 
	2014 

	Knockmitten Park
	Neighbourhood 
	2014 

	Letts Field, Neilstown
	Local 
	2015 

	Quarryvale Park
	Local 
	2015 

	Newcastle
	Neighbourhood 
	2015 

	Ashwood estate
	Local 
	2016 

	Springbank Cottages Saggart
	Local 
	2016 

	Collinstown Park
	Local 
	2016 

	Grand Canal Park
	Local 
	2017 

	Corkagh Park
	Regional 
	2017 

	Cherrywood Park
	Local 
	2018 

	St Cuthberts Park
	Local 
	2018 

	Corkagh Park
	Local 
	2018 


 
	 
TALLAGHT CENTRAL  

	Location
	Type
	Proposed timescale

	Beechfield Park, Walkinstown
	Local
	2014

	Belgard Heights
	Local
	2014

	Ambervale
	Local
	2015

	Kilnamanagh Parkhill Rd
	Local
	2015

	Kingswood open space
	Local
	2016

	Tymon Park Limekiln
	Neighbourhood
	2016

	Glendown Park
	Local
	2016

	Ballymount Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Bancroft Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Greenhills Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Tymon Park Willington
	Regional
	2018

	Orwell Park
	Local
	2018

	Perrystown
	Local
	2018

	Kilnamanagh Treepark Rd
	Local
	2018

	 
TALLAGHT SOUTH
  

	Avonbeg
	Local
	2014

	Killinarden Community Centre                                     
	Local
	2014

	Aylesbury
	Local
	2015

	Jobstown Park
	Neighbourhood
	2015

	Kiltipper Park
	Regional
	2015

	McGee Park
	Neighbourhood
	2016

	Seán Walsh Park, Marlfield
	Local
	2016

	Firhouse Park
	Local
	2016

	Old Bawn Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Mount Carmel
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Carrigwood
	Local
	2018

	Hunterswood
	Local
	2018

	Killinardan Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018

	Dodder Park Road
	Local
	2018


 
	 
RATHFARNHAM
  

	Location
	Type
	Proposed timescale

	Woodstown, Knocklyon
	Local
	2014

	Whitechurch open space
	Local
	2014

	Marian Road
	Local
	2015

	Dargle Wood
	Local
	2015

	Longwood/Stonepark Abbey Rathfarnham
	Local
	2015

	Elkwood
	Local
	2016

	Delaford
	Local
	2016

	Westbourne Lodge
	Local
	2017

	Boden Park
	Local
	2017

	Idrone, Knocklyon
	Local
	2017

	Cherryfield Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018

	Prospect Manor, Stocking Lane
	Local
	2018


Q41/0914
ILLEGAL SIGNAGE 
QUESTION:  Councillor F. Timmons 
To ask the Chief Executive what can be done to stop and prevent the putting up of illegal signs offering “Cash for cars“ and similar such signs all pasted on road signs, Light posts etc. throughout your SDCC?
REPLY:
The primary legislation governing Advertisements and the erection of Signs is - The Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2010, (Planning and Development Regulations 2001 2010) and the Litter Pollution Act 1997.

Anyone wishing to erect a permanent sign/advertisement on private property requires the benefit of planning permission, unless it is exempted under the Exempted Development - Advertisements Regulations - List of Exemptions (See Part 2 - Planning & Development Regulations 2001 - 2011).

Anyone wishing to erect / construct/ place and maintain a permanent sign/advertisement on public property (eg along a public road/ light posts etc) requires a Licence under Section 254 of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 -2010 & the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 - 2011. Signs, which are not classified as “exempted development” and without relevant planning permission, contravene Sections 19 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 as amended. This section, as amended, provides for the following in relation to signage:

(1) Where any structure or other land, door, gate, window, tree, pole or post is in or is visible from a public place, a person who is not the owner, occupier or person in charge thereof shall not-

(a) exhibit or cause to be exhibited there on any article or advertisement, or

(b) carry out or cause to be carried out any defacement thereof by writing or other marks, unless, in either case, the person is authorised in advance to do so in writing by such owner, occupier or person in charge or by under any enactment, and, in addition, in the case of paragraph (a), the article or advertisement-

(I) if it relates to a meeting or an event, carries the name and address of the person who is promoting or arranging the meeting or event, and

(ii) in any other case, carried the name and address of the person on whose behalf it is exhibited.

(2) A person shall not place advertising material on a mechanically propelled vehicle in a public place otherwise than by securing the material by some mechanical means to the body of the vehicle.(2A) For the purposes of subsection (2)-

‘body’, in relation to a mechanically propelled vehicle, does not include 
(a) any windscreen wiper, wiperblade, mirror or aerial, or

(b) any other part of the vehicle concerned that is not specifically designed or adapted for the purpose of securing to it the material concerned;

‘mechanical means’ does not include any means relying on or involving any pressure (of whatever amount or in whatever direction) exerted by-

(a) any windscreen wiper or wiperblade, or

(b) any other part of the vehicle that is not specifically designed or adapted for the purpose of employing pressure in order to secure the material concerned to the body of the vehicle.

It is proposed to bring proposals on the provision of signage to both the Transportation and Environment SPC in order to consider best practice for signage for discussion / reassessment / review.

Nonetheless it should be noted that all prohibitions and restrictions imposed by statute must be observed at all times.

“Cash for Cars”
It is widely known that there are widesale difficulties nationwide with illegal signage “Cash for Cars”.

It is believed there a few different networks of offenders involved in this activity and enforcement of the Litter Pollution Act in relation to these signs has been problematic.

Issuing fines are proving problematic and in certain cases, even when fines issue where registration numbers from vehicle are obtained, fines delivered by registered post, to the addresses of alleged offender are returned stating “gone away” and the case could not proceed.  Nonetheless, we will continue to carry out vehicle registration check in an attempt to initiate a Direct Prosecution against the registered owner of the vehicles.

Similarly, as signs are removed, they are being re-erected as quickly. There were also issues in relation to intimidation of witnesses and staff who removed such signage.

Other illegal signage 
There is also an ongoing problem with erection of other illegal signage, and despite the issuing of multiple fines to offending companies, this is not acting as a deterrant. For example during 2013 34 fines in the amount €5,100 issued to one offending company and every fine was paid, while to date in 2014 a total of 14 fines in the amount of €2,100 have been issued and all have been paid. It is now intended to pursue Direct Prosecutions in relation to ongoing breaches and two (2) prosecutions are listed for October 2014 court.

H6(1)/0914  
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS - BALLYMOUNT CROSS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

“The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:

The following report was considered at the Rathfarnham/Templeogue/ Terenure Area Committee Meeting on 9th September, 2014.

“Statutory Notice has been published in the Irish Independent on 11th July, 2014 of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads and footpaths in the following development,

Ballymount Cross Industrial Estate        

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday, 25th August, 2014 - no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads and footpaths be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads and footpaths in Ballymount Cross Industrial Estate        

as set out in the above report to be Public Roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR: Ballymount Cross Industrial Estate
  
LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Templeogue / Terenure
	TOWNLAND:    Ballymount Great
	
	B.C. NO:
	980

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:   Clondalkin/Ballymount
	
	DATE:
	June 2014


	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH(m)
	DESCRIPTION

	Ballymount Cross Industrial Estate
	
	420m
	Carriageway, grass margin and footpath.

From its junction with Ballymount Road Lower, south-westward and north-westward to the end of its turning bay.

	Ballymount Cross Industrial Estate Footpath ‘A’
	
	70m
	Grass margin and footpath.

From its junction with the grass margin and footpath of Ballymount Cross Industrial Estate, north-eastward to its junction with existing grass margin and footpath.


Total Length of Road for TIC:   420m       

Total Length of Footpath for TIC:   70m”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”

   H6(2)/0914
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS - TEMPLEROAN MEWS 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Rathfarnham/Templeogue/ Terenure Area Committee Meeting on 9th September, 2014.

“Statutory Notice has been published in the Irish Independent on 11th July, 2014 of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

Templeroan Mews        

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday, 25th August, 2014 - no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Templeroan Mews as set out in the above report to be Public Roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:  Templeroan Mews
                       LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Rathfarnham
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Knocklyon
	BC. No:
	1435

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Ballyboden
	DATE:
	June 2014

	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH
	DESCRIPTION

	Templeroan Mews
	
	92m
	From it’s junction with the existing road at Templeroan Lawn, South to the end of it’s turning bay outside No. 4 




Total Length of Road for TIC:       Total Length of Footpath for TIC:  

92m                                                            N/A”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”
H6(3)/0914
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS - LIMEKILN LANE (PART OF) 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
The following report was considered at the Rathfarnham/Templeogue/ Terenure Area Committee Meeting on 9th September, 2014.

“Statutory Notice has been published in the Irish Independent on 11th July, 2014 of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads and footpaths in the following estate,

Limekiln Lane (part of)

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday, 25th August, 2014 - no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads and footpaths be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads and footpaths in Limekiln Lane (part of) as set out in the above report to be Public Roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:  Limekiln Lane
                                     LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Templeogue Terenure
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Limekiln Farm
	BC. No:
	1439

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Templeogue / Limekiln
	DATE:
	June 2014


	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH
	DESCRIPTION

	Road
	
	3m
	From new Convent entrance gates, north east for 3m.



	Road
	
	6.5m
	From new Church car park entrance gates,

North east for 6.5m



	Footpath A
	
	7m
	

	Footpath B
	
	7m
	


Total Length of Road for TIC:       
Total Length of Footpath for TIC:
9.5m                                       

14m”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”
H6(4)/0914
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS - BELGARD SQUARE WEST, TALLAGHT 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Tallaght (2) Area Committee Meeting on 8th September, 2014.

“Statutory Notice has been published in the Irish Independent on 11th July, 2014 of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the footpaths in the following area,

Belgard Square West, Tallaght         

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday, 25th August, 2014 – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the footpaths be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. O’Connor and AGREED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the footpaths in Belgard Square West, Tallaght, as set out in the above report to be Public Roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:  Belgard Square West
                                     LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Tallaght Central
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Tallaght
	BC. No:
	1413

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Tallaght Springfield
	DATE:
	June 2014


	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH
	DESCRIPTION

	Footpath A
	
	255m
	From change in paving surface at Chamber House, North for 86m, then West for 83m, then south for 86m to access road.

	Footpath B
	
	47m
	From access road to access road

	Footpath C
	
	89m
	From access road, South for 40m, then East for 49m between LUAS maintenance area and Talbot House.


Total Length of Footpath for TIC: 391m”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”
H6(5)/0914
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS - ARENA, WHITESTOWN WAY, TALLAGHT
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Tallaght (2) Area Committee Meeting on 8th September, 2014.

“Statutory Notice has been published in the Irish Independent on 11th July, 2014 of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the footpaths in the following development,

Arena, Whitestown Way, Tallaght         

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday, 25th August, 2014 – no objections were received.

It is recommended that the footpaths be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor C. O’Connor, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:-

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the footpaths in Arena, Whitestown Way, Tallaght, as set out in the above report to be Public Roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”
	          TOWNLAND:    
	Tallaght
	BC. No:
	1419

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Tallaght Oldbawn
	DATE:
	June 2014


	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH
	DESCRIPTION

	Footpath A
	
	151m
	From it's Junction at entrance to car park on Whitestown Way, North to new set down zone.

	Footpath B
	
	26m
	Island North of new set down Zone

	Footpath C
	
	162m
	From new set down zone, West.


Total Length of Footpath for TIC:        339m”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”
H7a)/0914
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/0914  
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - ACQUISITION BY  PURCHASE OF  FEE SIMPLE IN 34 CASTLE PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following has applied, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rent) (No 2) Act, to acquire the fee simple in the property
	ADDRESS
	LESSEE(S)
	PURCHASE PRICE

	34 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	John & Elizabeth Norris
	€77.91


It is proposed, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above.

Daniel McLoughlin
Chief Executive”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council dispose of the fee simple in the site listed in the foregoing report.”
H7c)/0914
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES AND SITES - ACQUISITION BY PURCHASE OF FEE SIMPLE - 23 LEALAND GROVE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:

“The following has applied, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rent) (No 2) Act, to acquire the fee simple in the property

	ADDRESS
	LESSEE(S)
	PURCHASE PRICE

	23 Lealand Grove, Clondalkin, Dublin 22
	Helen Sweeney
	€1.44


It is proposed, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above.

Daniel McLoughlin
County Manager”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council dispose of the fee simple in the site listed in the foregoing report.”

H7d)/0914
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES -
 ACQUISITION BY PURCHASE OF FEE SIMPLE - 27 ST PATRICK'S COTTAGES, RATHFARNHAM, DUBLIN 14
“The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following has applied, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rent) (No 2) Act, to acquire the fee simple in the property

	ADDRESS
	LESSEE(S)
	PURCHASE PRICE

	27 St Patrick's Cottages, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14
	Frances Kelleher
	€1.50


It is proposed, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above.

Daniel McLoughlin
Chief Executive”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council dispose of the fee simple in the site listed in the foregoing report.”

H7e)/0914
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES -  SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 11 ASHWOOD PARK, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Noel and Joan McKenna to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Noel and Joan McKenna have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property. The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.
	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	11 Ashwood Park,   Clondalkin Dublin 22.  
	Noel McKenna Joan McKenna      
	07/12/1977
	Daniel & Johanna Moynihan 
	€426.00  


 

_____________________

Chief Executive”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 South Dublin County Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed in the foregoing report to Noel and Joan McKenna to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Noel and Joan McKenna have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property. The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.”

H7f)/0914
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND TO JOHN AND JEAN BERNS, GERARD BERNS AND CIARAN REILLY AT MILL ROAD, SAGGART, CO. DUBLIN  
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The Council agreed terms for the acquisition of lands from John and Jean Berns in February 1993, in accordance with the Dublin County Council (Saggart/Rathcoole Link Road and Open Space) Order, 2984. One of the conditions of the agreement states as follows:-

“Dublin County Council shall, upon completion of the road works, cede back to the

Claimants a strip of land of at least three (3) metres depth fronting plot 12 and 13”

 

However, following the completion of the road this was not done and the Council inadvertently became registered to all of the land contained in these two plots. This needs to be rectified.

The Vendor of the original lands has since disposed of two sections of his landholding and has now requested that the lands be transferred to these individuals and to him as follows;
John and Jean Berns, Drawing No. LA/30/14 having a nett area of 0.0145 hectares.
Gerard Berns, Drawing No. LA/31/14 having a nett area of 0.0143 hectares.

Ciaran Reilly, Drawing No. LA/32/14 having a nett area of 0.0026 hectares.

Accordingly, I recommend that subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, the Council disposes of its interest in the areas shown outlined in red on Drawing LA/30/14 to John and Jean Berns, LA/31/14 to Gerard Berns and LA/32/14 to Ciaran Reilly.

Chief Executive”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That, subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, the Council disposes of its interest in the areas shown outlined in red on Drawing LA/30/14 to John and Jean Berns, LA/31/14 to Gerard Berns and LA/32/14 to Ciaran Reilly.”

H7h)/0914
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND AT BROOKFIELD ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO ELIM TRUST CORPORATION
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“An application has been received from representatives of the Elim Trust Corporation to acquire a site from the Council at Brookfield Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to build a community church centre for the growing international community around Brookfield. The Corporation has advised that it currently rents a number of units at the adjacent Brookfield Enterprise Centre from which it operates a number of services including the the Oasis Counselling Service which provides counselling for adults and children, a Youth Leader and children’s worker to work with young people and children and more recently the Manna Charity Shop. 
The matter was referred to the Council’s Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicant.

Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.076 Hectares or thereabouts at Brookfield Road, Tallaght, as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/47/14 together with a right of way over the areas shown coloured in yellow on the Drawing, to the Elim Trust Corporation in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:- 

1. That the site to be disposed of is as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/47/14, having an area of 0.076 Hectares or thereabouts together with a right of way over the areas as shown coloured yellow on the drawing, which is a common area comprising of access road and communal car parking to be shared with the Brookfield Enterprise Centre and Rossfield Health Centre. 

2. That the Purchaser shall satisfy itself as to the boundaries and extent of the relevant site. 

3. That the development project on the site is anticipated to be a Church/Community Centre. If the Purchaser wishes to alter the use of the buildings in the future, it must first seek the permission of the Council in writing. 

4. That the Capital Premium payable to South Dublin County Council shall be in the sum of €45,000 (forty five thousand euro) payable as follows: 

(a)              €10,000 (ten thousand euro) payable on the date of signing of the agreement to lease, which shall take place no later than 3 months from the date of approval of the Council of the transaction 

(b)              €30,000 (thirty thousand euro) on the date of final grant of planning permission for the development.

(c)               €5,000 (five thousand euro) on the date of transfer of leasehold title which shall take place when the development is certified as being fully completed.

Interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to any outstanding amounts which have not been paid as they have fallen due.

(d)              That the site shall be disposed of by way of a Leasehold Building Agreement i.e. an Agreement to Lease, incorporating building licence provisions, followed by the grant of a 999 year lease at a rent of €100 (one hundred euro) per annum, with five yearly rent reviews linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index in the intervening periods, when the approved development is fully completed. No transfer of the lease shall be permitted unless the Applicant receives the Council’s prior consent in writing.

(e)              That the Council will retain ownership and control of the common areas (access road, car parking and incidental green areas) and will be responsible for the maintenance of these areas. The Lessee shall pay an annual service charge in respect of the expenses/costs incurred by the Council in maintaining the common areas on a pro rata basis with other properties in the Estate, which will be determined by the gross floor area of the premises on the site.

(f)                That the Applicant shall apply for full planning permission for the entire development on the site no later than 6 months from the date of the approval of the Council of this transaction. If this does not occur the Council, at its absolute discretion, may decide not to pursue this agreement.

(g)              That the Applicant will be required to commence the development within 6 months from the date of final grant of planning permission. The entire development on the site must be completed within 18 months.

(h)              That if planning permission for a development on the site is either refused (by the Council or An Bord Pleanala), or granted subject to onerous conditions, then either party can decide to abandon the transaction without penalty or compensation due to the other party. The Council also reserves the right to terminate the agreement if the Applicant chooses to appeal a Planning Authority decision.

(i)                That the Council reserves the right, exercised reasonably and on the issue by the Council of a letter of notice at least 2 weeks prior to the event, to re-enter on the site, or any part of same and resume possession thereof including any buildings or structures thereon, should the development or phases thereof not be completed within the period specified above or, in the unlikely event of the bankruptcy of the Applicant, save in the case of a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with the Applicant for the purposes of financing the development of the site.

(j)                That the Applicant shall undertake not to use the site for any development purposes other than that of carrying out the development for which planning permission is obtained.

(k)              That as part of this agreement the Applicant shall, at the dates they fall due under the relevant planning permission for the purpose of commencing construction of the Development, pay any Council financial contribution including any special contributions (if any) applicable to the development, required as a condition of the grant of planning permission for the site.

(l)                That all site investigations (including archaeological investigations), groundwork’s, services connections, planning fees, development and associated professional costs incurred in the delivery of the completed development on the site shall be paid by the Applicant.

(m)            That the Council shall retain Wayleaves to any existing services traversing or adjacent to the site and in particular over the area shown hatched in black on Drawing No.LA/47/14.

(n)              That during the building period and pending the grant of lease(s), the Applicant will insure the buildings against fire and all other insurable risks with an approved insurance company and pay all necessary premiums.

That the insurance shall be in the joint names of the Applicant and the Council and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for full reinstatement value of so much of the buildings as are erected at any time together with a sum for professional fees and removal of debris charges.

(o)              That the Applicant shall indemnify the Council in the sum of 6.4m (six million, four hundred thousand euro) or such other sum as may be stipulated by the Council from time to time against third party claims or demands arising out of the Applicant’s use and occupation of the site and the common areas.

(p)              That the Applicant shall satisfy the Council that sufficient funds are available for the payment of the capital premium and the undertaking and completion of the proposed development on the site. This information is required no later than 30th September 2014.

(q)              That subject to the relevant legislation and statutory regulations, the Applicant shall pay any VAT, stamp duty or other taxes arising at any stage in this transaction, including (if applicable) on the creation of an Agreement to Lease or grant of a lease.

(r)               That each party shall be responsible for their own fees in this case.

5.  That the Law Agent shall draft the agreements, contracts and leases and may include further terms and conditions    as he deems appropriate, including arbitration clauses, in order to protect the Council’s interest in this case.

6. That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place. 

  7.  That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993.

 
_____________

Chief Executive”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.076 Hectares or thereabouts at Brookfield Road, Tallaght, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/47/14 together with a right of way over the areas shown colored in yellow on the Drawing, to the Elim Trust Corporation in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H8/0914
PART 8 REPORT ON CLONDALKIN ROUND TOWER PROJECT
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:  

“Report on the Public Consultation under Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 for Proposed Development of Clondalkin Round Tower Visitors’ Centre and Public Gardens at Millview Terrace and Tower Road in Clondalkin, Dublin 22
A full report is appended including the following sections:

· Requirement for Part 8 Consultation process for the proposed development under the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 
· Appendix of application drawings and documents. 

· Observations and submissions received with responses under subject / item headings. 

· County Architects Report to Council including the report of the Conservation Officer. 

· Summary of Observations, Submissions and Responses 

· Recommendations to Council on Part 8 Approval 

 
The report Conclusions and Recommendations section are provided below:

 
Observations and Submissions – summary
 The issues raised by the above parties were largely supportive of proposed development and the detailed concerns will be addressed as detailed in the report.
Report Conclusions and Recommendations 
The proposed development provides a timely opportunity for the fabric of the existing buildings tbe repaired, refurbished and re-used, while retaining the integrity and architectural importance of the group of structures which are located within the proposed development site. 

The works proposed will be carried out in accordance with established good practice for conservation and to a high quality conservation specification.

The design of the new build and overall context of the proposed development allows a very important historical, archaeological, architectural and cultural site to be maintained and utilised in a very positive and viable manner.

The County Architects Report and the Report of the Conservation Officer is appended in support of the conclusions and recommendations, and too provide additional information.

As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, and supports a positive and viable initiative, it is recommended that the development is approved by the Council in accordance with the Public Consultation under Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations2001-2012 as published and reported.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin, C. King, T. Gilligan and B. Bonner.

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and RESOLVED:
“That, as the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, and supports a positive and viable initiative, the development is approved by the Council in accordance with the Public Consultation under Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 as published and reported.”


Public Consultation  on Part 8 Round Tower Clondalkin 
H9/0914 
LPT VARIATION
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was presented by Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, and was CONSIDERED:
“Introduction to 2012 LOCAL Property tax


[image: image1.emf]The Local Property Tax (Local Adjustment Factor) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 

296 of 2014) outlined the following as matters to which a local authority 

must have regard when considering an LPT adjustment factor variation in 

accordance with S.20 of the Finance Local Property Tax Act 2012 (as 

amended):

•

Estimate of income & expenditure in the period for to which the varied 

rate will have effect

•

Financial position of the local authority

•

Financial effect of the varied rate

•

Feedback from the LPT public consultation process

S.20 provides that it is a reserved function of the local authority to pass a 

resolution that the basic rate stand varied, by a maximum of + / - 15%, in 

respect of relevant residential properties in the local authority’s functional 

area.

Any adjustment to the basic rate will apply for the period of one year from 

the next Local Property Tax Liability date (i.e. with effect from 1 November 

2014).

LPT VARIATION”

A discussion followed.  At the outset of the discussion Councillor F. Warfield proposed, and Councillor C. King seconded, a reduction of 15% in the rate of property tax.

Contributions to the debate were also received from Councillors M. Duff, D. Looney, G. O’Connell, P. Gogarty, W. Lavelle, L. O’Toole, G. O’Connell, J. Lahart, P. Kearns, D. O’Donovan, C. Brophy, R. Nolan, N. Coules, K. Mahon, M. Murphy and R. McMahon.

SSO2/0914
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

At this point it was AGREED to take Councillor L. O’Toole’s motion - Motion no. 24 (M24) - of related subject matter in tandem with this item:  

M24/0914
PROPERTY TAX 

It was proposed by Councillor L. O’Toole, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell: 

“That the Chief Executive present a report, for discussion, on the amount of property tax received per electoral area by south Dublin County Council to date.”

Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, responded to the Members queries.  She stated, inter alia, that it is not possible to break down the amount of property tax received per electoral area by the Council to date, as the only information available to the Council is contained in the circulars received from the Department of the Environment, which are attached to the Headed Item.   
REPLY:
“Circular Fin 09/2014 presented preliminary 2014 Local Property Tax (LPT) statistics by local authority and included as the following data in respect of South Dublin County Council: 

· LPT 2014 declared =          €31,810,278 

· LPT 2014 deferred =               €572,890 

· Net LPT 2014 Position =     €31,237,388 

· LPT 2014 Exempt =                €529,581 

The collection of property tax by electoral area is not yet available for South Dublin however Circular Fin 15/2014 provided the following information about local property tax property valuation bands for the South Dublin administrative area (and noted that):

·  The data provided represents valuation bands based on property values as at the 1 May 2013 valuation date; 

·  Any differences in the percentages are due to rounding; and 

· The figures are based on preliminary analysis of returns filed and other Local Property Tax related information; of necessity, a certain amount of estimation has been required. 

	LPT 2014 Valuation Bands
	€0-€100,000
	€100,001- €150,000
	€150,001- €200,000
	Over €200,000

	South Dublin County Council
	7%
	18%
	27%
	48%”


Following the discussion the Mayor, Councillor F. Warfield, called for a roll-call vote on his proposed resolution at Headed Item no. 9 (H9), the results of which were as follows:  
FOR:

THIRTY-SIX (36)
Councillors B. Bonner, C. Brophy, V. Casserly, N. Coules, A-M. Dermody, P. Donovan, M. Duff, F.N. Duffy, L. Dunne, K. Egan, B. Ferron, P. Foley, M. Genockey, T. Gilligan, J. Graham, S. Holland, P. Kearns, C. King, J. Lahart, W. Lavelle, B. Leech, D. Looney, K. Mahon, R. McMahon, M. Murphy, R. Nolan, D. O’Brien, E. O’Brien, E. Ó Broin, G. O’Connell, C. O’Connor, D. O’Donovan, L. O’Toole, D. Richardson, F. Timmons, F. Warfield.
AGAINST:
ONE (1)
Councillor P. Gogarty

ABSTAIN: 
NONE (0)
Accordingly the report was at H9 was NOTED and the Members AGREED the following resolution in relation to H9 which had previously been proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That South Dublin County Council hereby determines that the basic rate of Local Property Tax should stand varied downwards by fifteen per cent (15%).”

The report at M24 was NOTED.

H10/0914
SECTION 85 AGREEMENT REGARDING PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT RUNNING THROUGH KILDARE COUNTY AND SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL’S ADMINISTRATIVE AREAS
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“AGREEMENT made the ___ day of ___________ 2014 between 

KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL having its offices at Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co. Kildare (hereinafter called “Kildare County Council”) of the One Part , and 

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL having its principal offices at County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24 in the County of South Dublin (hereinafter called “South Dublin County Council”) of the Other Part.

Whereas:     

(a) Kildare County Council and South Dublin Council are desirous of carrying out improved provision for cyclists and pedestrians along the road and adjacent to the Grand Canal between Hazelhatch and Ardclough being the proposed development more particularly described and set out in the First Schedule hereto (hereinafter called “the Proposed Development”). The Proposed Development is located partially within the boundary of South Dublin County Council.

(b)
The Councils are both of the opinion that it would be more convenient if the functions which may be exercised and performed by either of them in relation to the design, development, construction and completion of the Proposed Development are exercised and performed by Kildare County Council by and on behalf of the Councils, it being able and willing to exercise and perform the said functions, and the parties have agreed in accordance with the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to enter into this Agreement on the following terms and conditions.

and therefore it is hereby agreed by and between the parties as follows:-

(1)
South Dublin County Council hereby agrees to Kildare County Council exercising and performing all the functions for both Councils as provided for in the Local Government Acts 1925 to 2014 and in the Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2013 and in any Acts which amend or extend the same in relation to the design, development, construction and completion of the Proposed Development and Kildare County Council shall do and perform all acts necessary to ensure the implementation, construction and completion of the Proposed Development.

(2) Kildare County Council shall ensure that the Proposed Development is constructed and completed to such standard and design as it may decide upon and shall incur such costs and expenses as it may decide is necessary for the purpose of ensuring the construction and completion of the Proposed Development.

(3) The full costs of the Proposed Development shall be borne by Kildare County Council.

(4) Actual cost of construction and completion of the Proposed Development to include the costs and expenses of all acts necessary and ancillary thereto shall be ascertained and certified by the Director of Services for Roads, Transportation and Public Safety of Kildare County Council.

(5) Kildare County Council shall afford to South Dublin County Council and its officers all information which South Dublin County Council may require from time to time in relation to the Proposed Development.

(6) Kildare County Council shall co-operate fully with South Dublin County Council in all respects and where and when necessary in relation to the exercise and performance by Kildare County Council of the functions undertaken by it under this Agreement.

(7) Kildare County Council shall ensure compliance with the Planning & Development Acts 2000 to 2013 (as same may be amended or extended) and the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 to 2013 (as same may be amended or extended).

(8) In the event of a dispute arising between the parties hereto as to the effect or interpretation of this agreement or as to the respective rights or liabilities of the parties hereto hereunder then same shall be referred to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government for decision by the said Minister or by such person as the Minister may appoint and in that respect the decision of the Minister or the person so appointed shall be final and binding upon the parties.

In witness where of Kildare County Council and South Dublin County Council have each caused their common seals to be affixed here to the day and year first herein written.

FIRST SCHEDULE

 (“the Proposed Development”)

It is proposed to further develop the Arthur’s Way Heritage Trail as a cycling route using existing roads, parkland and laneways between Leixlip and Oughterard in the county of Kildare and via the townland of Hazelhatch and the Grand Canal between the townlands of Commons in the County of South Dublin and Tipperstown in the County of Kildare in accordance with Drawing No.  3561_04 . 

The section along the towpath of the canal shall be a multi-use greenway which will be shared between cyclists, pedestrians, fishermen and others in accordance with the National Transport Authority report on the Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network Plan.

Approximate cost of the Proposed Development:

€311,000
 [to include design, construction and other costs]

The project is being funded by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport as part of the Government Stimulus Package 2014/15.”


Section 85 Agreement
 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin and W. Lavelle.   

Director of Services Mr. E. Taaffe responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole and RESOLVED:
“That the Council enter into AGREEMENT with Kildare County Council in accordance with the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001, whereby Kildare County Council will carry out the works as outlined in the foregoing report.”

H11/0914
AUDIT COMMITTEE - APPROVAL OF EXTERNAL NOMINATIONS
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
“In accordance with the Local Government (Audit Committee) Regulations 2014, appointment of members to the audit committee is a reserved function of the local authority. The audit committee will comprise of seven members of which not less than four members will be external and not less than three serving or retired elected members.

At the meeting of South Dublin County Council held on 14th July 2014 it was agreed to appoint the following Councillors to the Audit Committee:

1. Councillor John Lahart 

2. Councillor Dermot Richardson 

3. Councillor Brendan Ferron 

The following external nominees for appointment to the Audit Committee are now before the Council for approval:

4. Mr Dermot Carter, Director of Finance Tallaght Hospital (AMNCH) 

5. Ms Ann Horan Chief Executive, DCU Ryan Academy 

6. Ms Eilis Quinlan, Quinlan & Co Chartered Accountants 

7. Mr George Kennington, Partner / Audit Crowe Horwath 

It is considered that the nominees will fulfil the requirements of the regulations in relation to the required knowledge or experience in finance, audit or accounting.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor D. O’Donovan and RESOLVED:
“That, in accordance with the Local Government (Audit Committee) Regulations 2014 the following four nominees, who fulfill the requirements of the regulations in relation to the required knowledge or experience in finance, audit or accounting, be appointed to the Audit Committee of South Dublin County Council for the period of the Council:
· Mr. Dermot Carter, Director of Finance Tallaght Hospital (AMNCH) 

· Ms Ann Horan Chief Executive, DCU Ryan Academy 

· Ms Eilis Quinlan, Quinlan & Co Chartered Accountants 

· Mr. George Kennington, Partner / Audit Crowe Horwath”.
H12/0914
ADOPTION OF SCHEME FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
a)  “The Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) provide Councillors with a framework and opportunity to fulfil their roles as overall policy makers for and within the local government system.

It also develops opportunities for partnership with local and appropriate sectoral interests, and allows for better focus and enhanced capacity for policy formulation, review and evaluation.

The Council is and remains the decision-making authority, and it is the task of the SPCs, as committees of the Council to advise the Council in the context of policy formation and development.

Each SPC will assist the Council in the formulation development and review of policy and they will participate in the policy making progress from the preliminary stages, when certain policy options are being considered. Background work, discussion and recommendations will completed at SPC level before final consideration and ratification by the Council.

The Draft Scheme sets out the structure, role and membership for the proposed six SPCs, which are as follows:-

Economic Development, Enterprise & Tourism 

Land use Transportation and Planning 

Social and Community 

Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change 

Housing 

Arts, Culture, Heritage & Libraries 

Consultation and Timescale:

Following the July CPG meeting, the Draft Scheme was publicly advertised in the local media and forwarded to the national pillars and the Public Participation Network (PPN) for their feedback and comments. One submission was received from the Environment Pillar, which is attached to this report. 

Following the adoption of the scheme, each nominating body will be invited to make their nominations for membership of each SPC. Following confirmation of same, full meetings of each SPC are scheduled for November 2014.”
b)  Submission from Environmental Pillar
c)  Managers Report on the Consultation Process on the Draft Scheme for the Establishment of Strategic Policy Committees 
Following the July CPG meeting, the Draft Scheme was publicly advertised in the local media and forwarded to the national pillars (Business, Trade Unions and Environment) and the Public Participation Network (PPN) for their feedback and comments. Only 1 submission was received from the Environment Pillar, which is summarised below.

The Environment Pillar submission:Request to alter the last two paragraphs on Page 2 of the Draft SPC Scheme as follows;

Second last paragraph – insert the phrase “the underlying principles of sustainability”
Last paragraph – insert “the PPN, other sectoral interests and the Chief Executive”
Response: There are no difficulties with the proposed amendment.
The Environment Pillar submission: “The inclusion of the ITT and the ETB rather than the PPN representatives or those of the Social Partners is contrary to the SPC guidelines, and ignores their important role in representing the wider community. Their inclusion would seem a contradiction to the statements on pages 24 and 25 of the Guidelines of the establishment of SPCs (LG07 2014”
“Local Development agencies represented at Strategy Group / LCDC level, should not be represented on an SPC. Arrangements should be in place however, to facilitate meaningful engagement and consultation with such Local Development Agencies as part of the policy making process (See paragraph 6.4) 
Response: If agreed, Sectoral membership could be amended to reflect one third of overall membership coming from the PPN and national pillars accordingly
The Environment Pillar submission: 
State and Local Development Agencies should not be included as nominating bodies to the sectors and should not be represented on an SPC. However, sectors may nominate persons from a local development agency to sit on an SPC. Consideration should be given by SPCs and the Council to inviting officials from such agencies and others operating in the local authority’s area to attend and participate in SPC meetings where such would be beneficial in providing input and expertise in matters of direct relevance to the SPC’s work. See also paragraph 3.8 above” 
The Pillar suggests that “if it is felt necessary to include representatives of these institutions then this should be additional to the one third other sector representation provided for in the guidelines.”
Response: Agreed. It is recommended that bodies such as the ITT and ETB are invited to attend meetings of an SPC as relevant, and that the membership of the SPC is changed accordingly, in favour of the PPN if the recommendation above is agreed.
The Environment Pillar submission: recommends a revised configuration of membership from the PPN and national pillars

Response: It has been agreed at the September CPG to convene a meeting of the Group Leaders to agree SPC membership. It is proposed to review the Sectoral membership at this meeting and to make recommendations to the next meeting of the CPG, for full adoption of the Scheme at the October Council Meeting.
The Environment Pillar submission:“in the absence of the PPNs the Environmental Pillar retains its right to nominate representatives from the local environmental community to the environment sector seats on the SPCs. It does so on an interim basis until the PPN is up and running. This right given by national government cannot be handed to any other body”
Response: It is envisaged the PPN will be formally established by the end of October. If nominations are required before then the Environment nominees will be sought from the national pillar
The Environment Pillar submission:“the unfortunate absence of an important layer of participatory democracy in South County Dublin. The Metropolitan Districts PPNs which would provide for a greater cohesion within, and connectivity between, the communities in this diverse county have yet to be established. We hope that this will be remedied asap” 
Response: It is assumed the submission is referring to Municipal Districts. This submission is beyond the scope of the SPC scheme. No amendment recommended. 
The Environment Pillar submission: four additional items requested for inclusion in the scheme:

· All members of the SPC should be able to add relevant items to the agenda, with the draft agenda being agreed at the start of every meeting 

· Recommendations from an SPC to the Council may, where a consensus isn’t possible , include a minority report or statement. This will give the Council the benefit of the full range of expertise and opinion 

· Training for all SPC members is essential to allow each SPC to fulfil it’s role. This should include training in conflict resolution and out of office hours 

· The timing and location of meetings should be arranged by agreement amongst the committee members to facilitate maximum participation and proximity to public transport 

Response: The above can be forwarded to each SPC for consideration on their establishment. No amendment to the Scheme is recommended”
d)  Draft Scheme for the Establishment of Strategic Policy Committees  

“Introduction

The Strategic Policy Committees provides Councillors with a framework and opportunity to fulfil to a far greater extent their role as overall policy makers for and within the local government system.  It also develops opportunities for partnership with local and appropriate sectoral interests.  The SPC process provides for better focus and enhanced capacity for involvement in policy formulation, review and evaluation. 

In August 1999 guidelines for the establishment and operation of Strategic Policy Committees were first issued.  These Guidelines were developed in consultation with a Working Group comprising of the National Pillars of the Partnership Process, three Local Authority Representative Associations, the Institute of Public Administration and officials of the Department of the Environment & Local Government.  The Working Group reported directly to the Minister.  

This scheme takes into account subsequent circulars issued by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government in relation to the establishment of new SPC’s and the making of new SPC Schemes including the guidelines most recently issued in June 2014.

Role of Strategic Policy Committees

The Council is and remains the decision making authority, and it is the task of the SPC’s as committee’s of the Council, to advise the Council in the context of policy formation and development. 

Each SPC will assist the Council in the formulation, development and review of policy in relation to functions of a strategic mature subject to the relevant statutory framework.  They will participate in the policy making process from the preliminary stages, when certain policy options are being considered.  Background work, discussion and recommendations will be completed at SPC level before final consideration and ratification by the Council.  

Each SPC will provide advice and reports to the Council on any policy matter within their range of responsibilities or on related issues either on their own initiative or at the request of the Council.  

Each SPC’s work shall take account of the Council’s overall corporate policy objectives, statutory plans including regional spatial and economic strategies where relevant and take a realistic view of financial resources and capacity. Any recommendations must also reflect the outcome of any external consultation.

The work of the SPC’s will be agreed and prioritised on an annual basis by the CPG in the first instance and ultimately by the council. The annual work programme will be informed by tri lateral consultations between the council members, sectoral and community interests and the chief executive. 

Strategic Policy Committees

The following are the six Strategic Policy Committees proposed for South Dublin County Council:-

□ Economic Development, Enterprise & Tourism 

□ Land use Transportation and Planning 

□ Social and Community 

□ Environment, Public Realm & Climate Change 

□ Housing  

□ Arts culture heritage and libraries

Membership

The Guidelines recommend that each of the Strategic Policy Committees will have two-thirds of its membership drawn from the elected representatives of the Council and that one-third of the membership be drawn from external sectoral groupings. While this general principle is respected the distribution of council membership is also reflective of potential workload. The Economic Development and Housing SPC’s will have 8 elected members with each of the other four having 6 elected members.  The Chair of each SPC will be from among the Elected Members.  

The Chairs of the SPC’s, the Mayor and the Chief Executive will form the Corporate Policy Group.

There are seven overall sectors recommended in the guidelines which should, in general, be represented in each local authority SPC configuration. These are:

1. Agricultural / Farming

2. Environmental / Conservation 

3. Development Construction

4. Business / Commercial

5. Trade Union

6. Community / Voluntary 

7. Social Inclusion 

The allocation of membership for each committee is as follows 

Economic Development, Enterprise & Tourism 

Elected Members x 8 

Business Commercial x 2 (overseas and indigenous) 

Trade Union x 1 

PPN x 1 (community pillar)

IIT X 1 

Land use Transportation & Planning 

Elected Members x 6

Development Construction x 1

Business Commercial x 1

PPN x 1(environmental pillar)

Arts culture heritage and libraries  

Elected Members x 6 

Business Commercial x 1

PPN x 1 (social inclusion pillar)

ETB x 1 

Environment, Public Realm & Climate Change 

Elected Members x 6

Agricultural and Farming x 1

 Business Commercial x 1

PPN x 1 (environmental pillar)

Housing 

Elected Members x 8

Development Construction x 1

PPN x 2 (1 community, I social inclusion pillar)

Trade Union x 1

Social and Community 

Elected Members x 6  

PPN x 2 (1 Community, 1 social inclusion)

Business Commercial x 1

Trade Union x 1

Each Strategic Policy Committee Member will serve for the life of the Council.  If a casual vacancy arises it will be filled by the sector involved.  Nominating bodies may deselect their nominees.  The national pillars nominees should be representative of local organisations active in the county as it is the local perspective of the national pillar that the members will be expected to bring.

Circulation of Draft Scheme

The Draft Scheme will be publicly advertised in the local media and forwarded to the national pillars and PPN for comment. Submissions received will be considered by the CPG and any amendments to the proposed draft brought to the full council for consideration and adoption.

Nominations from Sectors to the Strategic Policy Committees

The National Pillars (see Appendix B) will facilitate the nomination process for their respective sectors to our committees.  The recently established PPN will facilitate nominations from the environment, community and social inclusion pillars. In making nominations sectors should ensure that nominees have a broad knowledge/expertise in the particular area. 

The responsibility for nominations is the sole responsibility of the sectors agreed in the Scheme.  Each sector is also responsible for the putting in place of a structured feedback process between representatives and their nominating bodies.

While very effort will be made to accommodate preferences following the draft scheme the final decision as to the sectoral make-up of the SPC will rest with the Local Authority.

State Agencies / Local Development Companies

As per the Guidelines State and Local Development Agencies are not included as nominating bodies to the sectors and should not be represented on an SPC. This includes the LCDC.  

Expenses Incurred by Members

In general, any expenses arising from participation in an SPC will be met by the organisation the SPC member is representing.  However, those SPC members whose expenses cannot be met in such a manner would be entitled to travel expenses at SPC meetings and the Local Authority will meet these expenses.

Training Provision

On-going training will be provided for SPC members as appropriate to their needs.

These are likely to include:-

□ Workshops on policy to cover the various areas within the remit of the SPCs

□ Briefings on the reform of Local Government

□ Briefings on the role and functions of Local Government

□ Skills orientated training such as team building

The role of addressing training needs will be responsibility of the Local Authority and will be done through a consultative process with the Sectors generally and the SPC members specifically.

APPENDIX A

Registration forms for representation to nominating sectors for Strategic Policy Committees

Name of applicant body:  

Address: 

Date of establishment: 

State aims and purpose of your organisation:


With which sector would you most readily identify your organisation (one only please)


Agriculture/Farming                                                        


Environment/Conservation/Culture


Development/Construction


Business/Commercial


Trade Union


Community/Voluntary/Disadvantaged


Social inclusion                                                                                                       

Name and address of person to whom correspondence is to be sent:

Name: 

Address:  

Tel. No.: 

How often does your organisation hold meetings?

Date of your last AGM: 


State your total membership:  


Names

           Chairman:


of  
Treasurer:



Officers
Secretary:


Please specify the type of Strategy Policy Committee on which your organisation seeks representation:

1st preference: 

2nd preference:

Signed: 

(Secretary, Applicant Body)

· Please note that the above suggested registration form is for use in relation to local organisations and is not relevant to the National Pillars
· While every effort will be made to accommodate preferences, final decisions will ultimately rest with the local authority, having regard to the likely degree of interest, the limited number of SPC places available and the need to have a balanced constituency for each SPC

APPENDIX B

Sector Contact Details 

	Pillar 
	Name & Address 


	Telephone and e-mail 

	Farming
	Gerry Gunning
	01-4500266



	Irish Farmers Association

Irish Farm Centre

Bluebell

Dublin 12
	
	gerrygunning@ifa.ie


	Business 
	John Hickey 
	01-4004300 

	Chambers Ireland 

22-24 lower mount street

Dublin 2 
	Kim.mulligan@chambers.ie 

	Trade Unions 
	Fergus Whelan 
	01-8897777 

	Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU) 

Head Office 

31-32 Parnell Square 

Dublin 1 
	fergus.whelan@ictu.ie 

	Environment 
	Michael Ewing 
	071-9667373 

	Environment Pillar – Social Partnership Coordinator 

Knockvicar 

Boyle 

Co Roscommon 
	michael@environmental pillar.ie”


Following presentation of the report the Members queried the omission of “Gaeilge” from the title of the Arts, Culture, Heritage and Libraries SPC. 

Councillor D. Looney proposed, Councillor C. King seconded and the Members AGREED that the title of the Arts, Culture, Heritage and Libraries SPC be amended to the “Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Heritage and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee” and that the Draft SPC Scheme be ADOPTED and APPROVED. 
H13/0914
MEMBERSHIP OF THE LCDC - LOCAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The Local Government Reform Act 2014 provides in Section 36 for the establishment of Local Community Development Committees by each Local Authority. South Dublin County Council was selected as one of ten 'front runner' authorities by the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government for establishing a Local Community Development Committee. This Council by resolution established an LCDC in accordance with the terms of reference as set out by the Department of Community, Environment and Local Government.

In July 2014, new regulations The Local Community Development Committee (Section 128E) (Amendment) (No. 1) Regulations 2014 were published which allows:

“Where the total number of members of a local authority is 40 or fewer, the membership of the Committee shall consist of no more than 19 persons.”

The general effect of the new Regulations is to increase the membership from 17 to 19.

The South Dublin County Council Local Community Development Committee will now comprise the following representation.

	South Dublin County Council
	 Cllr. Eoin O'Broin

	South Dublin County Council
	 Cllr. Paula Donovan

	South Dublin County Council
	 Cllr. Kieran Mahon

	South Dublin County Council
	Mr. Billy Coman

	South Dublin County Council (Local Enterprise Office)
	Mr. Loman O'Byrne

	 Department of Social Protection
	Ms. Fiona Ward

	Dublin Dunlaoghaire Education Training Board
	 Mr. Paddy Lavelle

	Health Service Executive
	 Mr. Padraig Rehill

	South Dublin Chamber
	 Mr. Peter Byrne

	Crosscare
	 Mr. Greg Tierney

	Trinity College Centre for Health Sciences/Tallaght Hospital
	Professor Joe Barry

	Community Representative
	Professor Mary Corcoran

	Community Representative
	Ms. Anna Lee

	South Dublin County Partnership
	 Mr. Larry O'Neill

	Public Participation Network Community Pillar
	Mr. Christy McDonnell (Community Forum)

	Public Participation Network Community Pillar
	Mr. Ronan Leyden      (Community Forum)

	Public Participation Network Social Inclusion Pillar
	Ms. Gillian McNicholls (Community Platform)

	Public Participation Network Social Inclusion Pillar
	Ms. Maria O'Donoghue (Community Platform)

	Public Participation Network Environment Pillar
	 Mr. Justin Byrne


The approval of the Council is sought to the list of nominees. The nominees shall be appointed to the Committee, without omission or addition, by resolution of the local authority.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin and D. Looney.

Director of Services Mr. B. Coman and Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive responded to the Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and AGREED:

“That the South Dublin County Council Local Community Development Committee will comprise the representation as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H14/0914
VILLAGE ENHANCEMENT SCHEME

The following report in the form of a presentation by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive, and was CONSIDERED:
Presentation
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor C. King.

The report as presented was NOTED and AGREED including next steps of Part 8 planning as required and the provision of a provisional capital budget of €5million. 

CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING 


Departmental

Co1/0914
Circular Letter Housing 39/2014, dated 09/09/14, received from Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government in relation to Social Housing Investment Programme, 2014.

Ministerial
Co2/0914
Letter, dated 29/08/14, from Minister for Skills in response to SDCC's letter regarding Suspensory Motion passed at July 2014 Council meeting, opposing the closure of Dominic's VTOS (SM3/0714)
Other
Co3/0914
Email, dated 29/05/14, from Monaghan Town Council in support of SDCC's motion passed in relation to the introduction of Mandatory Oxygen Saturation screening (M20/0414)
Co4/0914
Letter, dated 05/08/14, from Donegal County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to support for people of Palestine
Co5/0914
Letter, dated 19/08/14, from Kerry County Council seeking support for their motion passed in relation to Church Gate Collections
Co6/0914
Acknowledgement, dated 28/08/14, from Courts Service of receipt of submission from SDCC regarding motions passed in relation to the proposed closure of Tallaght Courthouse (M17 and M20/0714)
Co7/0914
Correspondence regarding an Update on Dublin Waste to Energy Project (previously circulated on 8th September 2014)
Co8)/0914
Correspondence from AILG regarding the merger of the Association of County and City Councils and the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland

The above items of correspondence were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

M1/0914
MAYOR’S BUSINESS -  SOCIAL HOUSING 
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart: 

“To ensure South Dublin County Council are in the best possible position to build social homes when central exchequer funding becomes available, this motion calls on County Management to bring forward part eight proposals for the development of another 240 social housing units, bringing to 500, the number of ready to build social homes.”

REPORT:
“The Council has received approval from the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government (DOECLG) for the building of 12 units under the Job Stimulus Scheme namely St Finians and Suncroft. Approval to proceed to tender is currently awaited from the Department of Environment Community and Local Government in respect of a total of 53 Social Housing units at St. Marks, Mayfield and MacUilliam estates. Subject to funding approval, these projects will proceed to tender in accordance with guidelines set down under the Capital Works Management Framework.

Part 8 approvals, under the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001 – 2012, have been obtained in respect of 193 social housing units at Knockmore, Stocking Lane and Rossfield areas.

The Housing and Architectural Services Departments have been working closely in examining the potential of a number of locations (countywide). The Council's Housing Department is working in co-operation with the Economic Development division analysing the Council's landbank for other plots which may be deemed suitable to facilitate potential future building programmes either through state funding or some other form of social housing unit provision. A number of potential sites for social housing units have been identified and it is anticipated that maps of the areas identified will be circulated shortly to Councillors for their input. 

Following from this exercise the sites will be scoped to ensure their feasibility. The feasibility of the sites will depend on site services, conditions and constraints. Once the sites have passed the feasibility examination, those sites considered to be most viable will be progressed via the Part 8 Process.”
SSO3/0914
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

The Members AGREED to take Motion Nos. 3, 6, 7 and 8 (M3, M6, M7, and M8) of similar subject matter in tandem with Motion No. 1 (M1):
M3/0914
NAMA & SOCIAL HOUSING 

 It was proposed by Councillor J. Graham, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:  

“This Council agrees that the housing department should proactively pursue those units proposed by NAMA for use as social housing. As part of this the Council should provide a report to this meeting detailing all those properties proposed by NAMA to date and the response of the Council to each proposal. Where the Council has rejected a proposal it should provide a detailed explanation as to why the units in question could not be transferred to social use.”

REPORT:
“A Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) was established by NAMA for leasing of properties with the priority of the Minister for Environment Community and Local Government placed on the securing of as many NAMA sourced units as possible for the purposes of social housing in 2013.

The special purpose vehicle (the National Asset Residential Property Services Limited – NARPS) was established to facilitate NAMA’s commitment to provide residential properties for social housing purposes and to speed up the rate of delivery of those properties. Following the establishment of NARPS a process was initiated in respect of developing a standard suite of legal documents that could be used in all leasing arrangements between NARPS and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) or local authorities.

A meeting was held 28/8/13 with NAMA representatives to discuss sites within the county proposed by NAMA for social use..

The sites proposed were:

Aylmer Heath, Newcastle
Tallaght Cross West
St Edmunds, Liffey Valley 
College Square, Terenure 
Aylmer
During the course of discussions with NAMA, the Council was advised of opportunities to purchase housing at good rates in Aylmer. The Council subsequently in conjunction with NAMA and the developer explored both purchase and lease of units on the site for social use.

However during the course of Council inspection, issues arose in relation to construction standards which prevented the Council from continuing with acquisitions

Tallaght Cross West
The Council has confirmed to NAMA its interest in securing under lease arrangements a selected number of completed units within the development in tandem with completion and occupancy of the overall development. All such acquisitions for social use to be duly considered in accordance with the framework of the Tallaght Master Plan.
St Edmunds, Liffey Valley
NAMA referred to incomplete block of 120 units. The Council have confirmed to NAMA an interest in acquiring completed units on site under lease arrangements for social use. The number of units to be further agreed in the interests of sustainability and good social mix with due regard to existing unsold affordable units within the development which are currently in social use.
College Square, Terenure 
The unit type within this development is not generally suitable for social accommodation. Subsequent to meeting with NAMA, agreement was reached with the developer in conjunction with NAMA to secure a financial contribution under Part V arrangements in lieu of delivery of on-site units. These receipts will be ring fenced for housing purposes.

The Council has not had further discussions with NAMA since meeting of 28/8/13.

It should be noted that major works are ongoing at Tallaght Cross.”
M6/0914
SUPPORTED TEMPORARY ACCOMODATION FACILITIES
 
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:

“That this Council calls on the Chief Executive to commission a report with a view to establishing the correct economic parameters and opportunities to establish a transitional homeless accommodation project to meet the requirements of our homeless population similar to the hugely successful Killininny House which has been in operation since summer 2013 and is being run by the Father Peter McVerry Thrust on our behalf and which was funded by Cllrs Conference expenses.”

REPORT:
“South Dublin County Council is committed to delivering better outcomes for our homeless population within the County. To this end the Council is currently examining the feasibility as well as funding options for the establishment of an additional Supported Temporary Accommodation (STA) Facility similar to that currently in operation in the Tallaght Area.  A report on this matter will be brought to the Housing, Social & Community Development SPC later this year.” 

M7/0914
SPRINGFIELD DEVELOPMENT 


It was proposed Councillor B.  Ferron, seconded by Councillor P. Foley:

“This Council notes with alarm the increasing numbers of families presenting as homeless within the County. As at the 27th of June there were 41 families within the County listed as homeless. This Council calls on the Chief Executive to sit down forthwith with Respond Housing to resolve any issues regarding units which have been built but remain empty in order to release the available stock immediately”
REPORT:
“The Council currently has 48 families registered as homeless and to the end of July this year has made 78 allocations to housing units.

A previous meeting was convened with Respond with a view to progressing the acquisition of the 14 affordable units with associated car parking spaces at Cookstown Way.   While a final account figure has been agreed between SDCC and Respond, there was an issue between both parties relating to V.A.T. liability.  Following recent discussions with RESPOND the matter was resolved and the Council are now in possession of the units and are preparing the allocation of same.”
M8/0914
HOMELESS ASSESSMENT - AGREED PROTOCOL 

It was proposed by Councillor M. Genockey, seconded by Councillor B. Ferron:

“That the Chief Executive makes provision for people who are on the South Dublin County Council housing list, but are in Emergency and Temporary Accommodation with a voluntary or other body outside of the county due to necessity, to be eligible for homeless priority status in the county.”
REPORT:
“The 4 Dublin Housing Authorities in partnership with the Dublin Regional Homeless Executive (DRHE) developed an agreed protocol in respect of initial assessment and emergency bed placement.  All persons presenting homeless must supply the following in order to complete initial homeless assessment:

1. Photo ID 

2. Proof of Income 

3. Documentary evidence of last permanent address - Service Users must have resided in the local authority area for a period of 12 months or more in order for the local authority to assess for bed placement.  If service user does not have a defined residency of 12 months or more, the local authority will assess accommodation history for previous 5 years to identify relevant local authority for assessment. 

4. Documentary evidence that they can not return to last permanent address which may include (but is not exclusive to) Notice to Quit; copy of lease agreement; notice of termination from landlord or letting agent; copy of surrender; abandonment notice; exclusion order; affidavit; etc. 

The Homeless Services Unit endeavours to secure an emergency bed placement for persons / families assessed homeless and are subsequently added to the homeless register from initial date assessed homeless.  A referral is issued to Focus Ireland Homeless Action Team for families placed into emergency accommodation in order to support them out of homelessness and identify support needs required (if any).

Applicants assessed 'not homeless' who are on the Council's Housing Waiting List are eligible to express an interest in properties advertised through the Choice Based Letting Scheme (CBL) and may also be eligible to apply for rent supplement for private rented accommodation.”  

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Graham, C. King, P. Foley, M. Genockey, P. Gogarty, W. Lavelle, E. Ó Broin, J. Lahart, C. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, P. Donovan and K. Mahon.

Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive, responded to the Members queries and proposed that the Housing SPC or any other grouping of Members sit down with the Property Management section to examine what land is available.

Motion Nos. 1, 3, 6, 7 and 8 (M1, M3, M6, M7, M8) were AGREED.

SSO4/0914
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
SM1/0914
SUSPENSORY MOTION - CROOKSLING HOSPITAL
The Mayor, Councillor F. Warfield, proposed and the Members AGREED to suspend Standing Orders to allow consideration of the following Suspensory Motion which was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor C. O’Connor and supported by the Members present:
“That this Council expresses its supports for efforts to keep Crooksling Hospital open; and calls on the Minister for Health & HSE to secure the hospital’s future. This facility provides an important lifeline for high dependency patients and their families; and is a vital service for the older population of Rathcoole, Brittas, Clondalkin, Tallaght as well as parts of neighboring counties.”

The motion was AGREED without debate.

M2/0914
MAYOR’S BUSINESS – 9% VAT RATE
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“Recognising the level of employment created by the food, hospitality and tourism sector and reflecting as Mayor on my own commitment towards the promotion of practical solutions to the youth unemployment crisis, I call on central Government to retain the 9% rate of VAT in 2015 to support food, tourism and jobs.”
REPORT:
“Should the motion be agreed by the Members a letter will issue to the Minister for Finance outlining the sentiments contained in the motion”.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Warfield, C. King and C. Brophy.
The motion was AGREED.

M4/0914
LIFFEY VALLEY WAY

It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:

“This Council welcomes the Government's announcement of proposals to create a “Liffey Valley Way” as outlined in the Media on May providing it is:
· Advanced in an environmentally sensitive manner given the important landscapes built and natural heritage of the valley;

· Performed in full compliance with the law;

· Complemented with necessary enhanced protection for the valley.

We therefore call on Government to ensure proposals are developed with close formal consultation and input from all the Prescribed Bodies listed for consultation regarding development in the Special Amenity Area, and key stakeholders.

We also call on the Environmental SPC to also consult with theses bodies and other key stakeholders to take their concerns and input into account in developing the Council's perspective on these proposals.”

REPORT:
“This Council would welcome any announcement of proposals to create a “Liffey Valley Way”.  However as the specific works have not yet been identified or confirmed, and the funding which may be allocated under the government's next ‘stimulus package’ has not yet been announced, applied for or granted, it would be premature to engage in consultation with key stakeholders at this stage. 

 

It would however be appropriate to initiate consideration of potential proposals at this stage by referring the matter to the next meeting of the Environment SPC when it is newly convened.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. O’Brien, P. Gogarty, W. Lavelle and V. Casserly.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic, Enterprise and Tourism Development responded to the Members queries.  He stated that at the September Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting it was agreed to initiate the process through the Lucan Area Committee and adjoining Committees. It was noted that a joint meeting of a number of SPC’s may be required.

The motion was AGREED.

M5/0914
MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL BEING

It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
“That this Council will seek to promote mental health and well-being among the whole local population.”

REPORT:
“The Local Government Reform Act 2014 provides that a Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) be established as a committee of each Local Authority. The legislation requires the LCDC to prepare a six year Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP). This LECP must include two elements, a local economic element and a community development element.

The preparation of the plan will require both participative and consultative processes. These processes will identify and prioritise the needs and opportunities of the South Dublin area using an evidence-based approach, but also drawing upon the experiential and illustrative evidence of key agencies and community stakeholders.

The LECP may then identify themes and/or areas of priority and indicate how programmes or resources may be linked with each priority.

Health and Wellbeing has already been identified as a potential theme and priority of the Plan.

Work has been proceeding for some time on the planning and preparation for the Council's inaugural Health and Well Being Week which runs from 29th September to 5th October 2014. An extensive programme of events has been developed in partnership with a host of organisations and agencies throughout the County. Health and wellbeing is one of the major challenges faced by all who live work or visit our County and healthy minds and bodies are essential to enjoying complete physical, mental and social wellbeing. There are a number of specific events throughout the week which are targeted at the mental health and wellbeing of all citizens of the County.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors  F. Timmons, M. Duff, C. King, D. O’Donovan, V. Casserly, L. O’Toole, P. Gogarty, C. O’Connor, J. Lahart, S. Holland, D. Richardson, K. Mahon, R. Nolan and F. Warfield.
Councillor C. King mentioned the MindMindR app, suggesting that it be promoted on the Council’s website for the following week, and requested the other Members to promote it on their own websites if possible.

Mr. D. McLoughlin Chief Executive, and Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development responded to the Members queries. 

M9/0914
LOCAL PROPERTY TAX ABILITY TO PAY
Councillor G. O’Connell proposed and the Members agreed to MOVE the following motion in Councillor O’Connell’s name without debate:

“This Council acting on behalf of its hard pressed taxpayers and concerned for the future funding of the services and facilities it provides, calls on the Taoiseach, Minister for Finance and the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government to repeal or amend the current legislation setting up the Local Property Tax, which is neither a wealth tax or a feasible means of funding Local Government and replace it with a sustainable local service charge that is based on the funding of named local services, is linked on ability to pay and to general taxation in such a manner that it excludes double taxation is fair, equitable and transparent. And that the Chief Executive Officer to write to the Taoiseach and named Ministers conveying the decision of this Council and copying the County Councils.”
REPORT:
“If this motion is agreed the Chief Executive will convey the views of the members to the Taoiseach, Minister for Finance and Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government and copy the letter to the County Councils.”
M10/0914
COMMERCIAL RATES 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Foley, seconded by Councillor D. O’Donovan:

“That this Council requests the Chief Executive to present a report, for discussion, outlining best practice in attempting to maximise the collection of commercial rates. In the Chief Executive's opinion are the policies of 100% rates credits for vacancies and also the policy of commercial rates debt following the tenant (as opposed to the debt following the property) worth reviewing?”

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. O’Brien. 
Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance responded to the Member’s query.

The report was NOTED.

M11/0914
Councillor E. Ó Broin proposed and the Members agreed to MOVE the following motion in Councillor O’Broin’s name without debate:

“This Council supports the valuable work undertaken by the National Collective of Community Based Women’s Networks. We also support the important work carried out by the Community Women’s Networks in Clondalkin and Tallaght. We oppose the decision by the former Minister for Environment Phil Hogan to cease funding these groups through their National Network and call on the new Minister for Environment Alan Kelly to restore this funding for 2015 pending a full review of the projects and their funding, as the new Minister has done with a number of disability advocacy organisations.”

M12/0914
DEATH CERTIFICATES 
As Councillor M. Devine was absent from the chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:
“That this Council urges the government to reconsider the introduction of redacted death certificates which do not reveal the true nature of cause of death especially in tragic circumstances”

M13/0914
SIGNAGE
As Councillor T. Gilligan was absent from the chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:

“That the Chief Executive outline council policy in relation to signage / sign posts for local businesses and for categories of local businesses, e.g. food , restaurant, hotel, etc. does the council support proper sign posts for local businesses”

M14/0914
IRISH WATER
As Councillor J.  Lahart was absent from the chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:
“That this Council requests Irish Water to reconsider and re-analyse the whole question of fluoridation of the water supply; that this reconsideration include the latest scientific and health evidence available and to account for the continued fluoridation of water in Ireland given the opposite international trend.”
M15/0914
It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield: 

“That this Council provides detailed information in relation to outstanding development levies owed to the County Council and reports on the plan for recovering monies owed or, where that is not possible, creating social dividend for the local community.”
REPORT:
“Outstanding development levies owed to the Council are categorised under the headings of Commercial and Residential. Outstanding commercial levies amount to €14.1 million of which €3.6 million relates to completed developments. €1.5 million of this sum is in agreed phasing arrangements with the balance being pursued under enforcement proceedings and legal action.€3.8 million of commercial development levies relate to developments currently under construction and a figure of €4.2 million is in respect of completed but vacant developments. Residential development levies outstanding amount to €11.0 million, € 8.0 million of this will be collected under agreed phasing arrangements. An amount of €1.7 million relates to properties which are completed but vacant. 5% of the overall total relates to developments which are completed and occupied.”
 
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Higgins.
Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation responded to the Member’s queries.

The report was NOTED.
M19/0914
TALLAGHT COURTHOUSE
The following motion in the name of Councillor C. O’Connor, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart, was MOVED without debate:
“That this Council confirms its strong support for the campaign to stop the proposed closure, by the Courts Service, of Tallaght Courthouse."
REPORT:
“A submission was made to the Courts Service by Cllr M. Duff as Chair of the Tallaght Area Committee on 15th August.

Following the passing of Motions 17 and 20 at the July Council meeting a submission was made to the Courts Service on behalf of the Members.

An acknowledgement of receipt of same was received from the Courts Service, see Correspondence at Co6 on this agenda.

Should this motion be agreed by the Members a letter will issue to the Minister for Justice and Equality and to the Courts Service, outlining the sentiments contained in the motion.”
M21/0914
INFORMAL INSOLVANCY
The following motion in the name of Councillor L. Dunne was MOVED and RE-
ENTERED:

“For the Council to write to the Minister for Social Protection calling on her to urgently rectify the legal loophole that allows for the reckless practice of informal insolvency by rogue employers leaving workers unable to access their statutory entitlements.”
M26/0914
20 MPH SPEED LIMIT
Councillor D O’Donovan proposed and the Members agreed to MOVE and RE-ENTER her Motion No. 26:
“That this Council agrees to reduce the speed limit from 50kph to 20kph within housing estates in support of Jake's Legacy Campaign, together with speed bumps to be placed in all existing residential estates.  Jake Brennan was struck by the car in a cul de sac near his Kilkenny home in June and his family believe if the speed limit was lower, he would still be here today.”
M31/0914
TIDY TOWNS

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and MOVED without debate:

“That this Council congratulates all Tidy Towns groups in the County on their performance in the 2014 competition; and requests the Chief Executive to arrange for a review of all individual adjudication reports, in conjunction with each local group, with a view to identifying measures which could be implemented by this Council in 2015 to support each group and to address issue identified in the adjudication reports; and to bring a report to the relevant Area Committee on such measures planned for 2015.”
REPORT:
“The Council is very proud of all the Tidy Towns groups in the county and congratulates each and every group on their performance in the 2014 Competition.

There were three new entrants into the competition in 2014 (Newcstle Lyons, Old Bawn, and Woodstown Village) and these scored very well.

All existing entrants surpassed their 2013 score with increases in marks achieved by the various groups ranging from 2 to 30 marks.  This is a great achievement and reflects the significant work and commitment of the groups.

It is proposed to examine the individual reports in conjuction with each group with a view to identifying measures which could be implemented with the support of this Council in 2015 to improve the respective performances in future years.

It is also an objective of the Council to encourage additional new entries from Tidy Towns groups throughout the County into the competition, and would welcome support from the Elected Members of the Council in this regard.

The table hereunder is an outline of the 2014 marks achieved by the entrants.
	National Winners
	 
	320

	Old Bawn
	H
	192

	North Clondalkin
	B
	198

	Firhouse
	F
	200

	Woodstown Village
	C
	209

	Temple ogue
	B
	210

	Palmerston
	D
	219

	Griffeen
	C
	222

	Newcastle Lyons
	D
	224

	Rathfarnham
	D
	228

	Clondalkin
	F
	233

	Terenure
	E
	279

	Lucan
	C
	290”


M32/0914
EPIPENS 

It was proposed Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and MOVED without debate:

“With the knowledge that Anaphylaxis is on rise following a W.H.O. (World Health Organisation) survey in 2010, and considering the preventable death of 14 year old Emma Sloan, in Dublin from Anaphylaxis, on O’Connell Street, Dublin after her mother was refused an EpiPen by a pharmacist as she didn't have Emma’s prescription with her. I call on South Dublin Council to give their full support to the campaign Emma’s Voice and request that HSE and Minister for Health, Leo Varadkar, ensure legislation and codes of practices be put in place to ease the restrictions on the availability of Epinephrine auto injectors (commonly known as EpiPens) and other Anaphylaxis medicines and make them available in public areas, and that the Council explore the possibility of having staff training in the administering of EpiPen applications.”
REPORT:
“Should this motion be agreed by the Members a letter will issue to the Minister for Health outlining the sentiments contained in the motion. The Council will consider the appropriate implementation of any such code of practice from the HSE and/or legislative change once issued.” 

MOTIONS NOT REACHED:
(M16)
Councillor A-M. Dermody

That this Council support the Motion calling for the removal of fluoride in the public water supply. It is accepted that in the case of Ryan –v- The Attorney General in 1965 that the use of fluoride in public water supply was seen to serve the common good. However almost 50 years later and given the scientific evidence against the benefits of fluoride in water it is unconceivable that this practise be continued.
Ireland is the only Country in Europe and one of two in the world to permit the use of fluoride in the public water supply.

Furthermore given the views of experts as to the side effects of fluoride in our public water supply that could be damaging to the “green image” Ireland portrays abroad.

I would also ask that in supporting this Motion that the saving of €4,000,000 by not imposing fluoride in the public water supply be used as part of a public awareness campaign around dental hygiene. I would contend that in the 50 years since the Ryan case that the common good has now shifted away from the use of fluoride in water and now the common good is best served by removing fluoride from the public water supply.
(M17)
Councillor W. Lavelle 

That this Council calls on the Chief Executive to prepare proposals, to be funded out of the capital budget and to be included in the next Rolling Capital Programme, for a modest and affordable construction programme to provide new pavilions in a small number of key parks throughout the County, for the purposes of replacing temporary containers in these parks and providing purpose-built changing facilities and meeting rooms for use by smaller sports clubs.

(M18)
Councillor P. Gogarty

That this Council writes to the Minister for the Environment asking him to review the Litter Pollution Act with a view to significantly increasing on-the-spot fines on a rising scale for a range of offences with a corresponding increase in fines administered in court by a judge; and furthermore, in line with the existing provisions of the Litter Pollution Act, immediately carries out a review of its own litter management plan, in consultation with councillors, to see what amendments can be made through enforcement, education and creativity within the existing legislation to reduce the scourge of littering and illegal dumping in the county.
(M20)
Councillor K. Mahon

As part of Health and Well Being Week 2014 this Council calls on the relevant Department (Community Services) to initiate an open forum, in Tallaght, on the Direct Provision Programme and invite occupants from Direct Provision Centres in the county and beyond to speak on their experience of said programme. Invitations should be extended in advance of the scheduled event in Tallaght Stadium on September 29th.

(M22)
Councillor F. N. Duffy 

South Dublin County Council does not support the development of a national waste incinerator in the Dublin Docklands and Poolbeg peninsula. 
(M23)
Councillor R. McMahon 

In order to help clear the large back log of tree pruning and tree removal in our residential areas, I propose that this Council request that the Chief Executive employ outside contractors on an economic basis to supplement the excellent work being done by the County Council staff in trying to keep this problem at bay, so long as it does not have adverse effects on the employment situation within the council

(M25)
Councillor S. Holland
That this council passes a motion voicing our opposition to the Student Services charge, which is effectively a tax on apprenticeship and is contributing to the further marginalisation of our young people, especially those from low income families and is creating a further barrier to them improving their employment prospects.  
(M27)
Councillor D. Looney

That this Council, noting the impact of staff cutbacks in recent years and continued pressure on Council services, calls on Government to remove the moratorium on recruitment in local authorities in order to allow for the recruitment of staff in key areas.
(M28)
Councillor F. Timmons

That South Dublin County Council support the Travelling community as being recognised as an Ethnic Minority. We ask the Government to act on this motion.
(M29)
Councillor C. King 

That this Council calls on the Restaurant Association of Ireland to impose a boycott on all Israeli goods such as but not exclusively vegetables and herbs which are widely used in the Industry until at least such time that the Israeli imposed blockade on Gaza is lifted. We have all witnessed the horror of the Israeli war machine recently and the continued blockade on Gaza continues to have hugely negative impact on the quality of lives of Civilians there living in a virtual prison. This Council calls on this boycott to be introduced without delay.
(M30)
Councillor K. Mahon

The recent case of a migrant woman who, pregnant as a result of rape and despite suicidal ideation, was denied an abortion - suffering horrific physical and mental suffering at the hands of the State - this Council calls on the Government to hold a referendum in the remainder of its term so the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution can be repealed.
(M33)
Councillor M. Genockey 

That this council calls on the Chief Executive to set up a task force to examine how litter and illegal dumping can be tackled in the county. This task force could operate similarly to the existing local policing and public transport committees and could include residents, elected members, council staff and other stakeholders including members of the refuse industry, Gardai and local tidy towns groups.
The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm.
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