COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of Lucan Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Performance & Change Management, Corporate Support, Water & Drainage and Public Realm held on 28th October 2014.

	PRESENT

	COUNCILLORS

	V. Casserly

	P. Gogarty

	R. Nolan

	D. O’Brien

	E. O’Brien

	G. O’Connell

	L. O’Toole


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor W. Lavelle.
OFFICIALS PRESENT


	Senior Executive Officer
	P. Murphy, H. Hogan, M. Maguire

	Senior Engineer
	T. O’Grady, W. Purcell

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Hannon

	Senior Executive Librarian
	I. Stobbart.

	Administrative Officer
	T. Curtin, T. O’Neill

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	C. Malone.

	Clerical Officer
	A. Shaw.


An Cathaoirleach Councillor P. Gogarty presided.

L/412/14 CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

HEADED ITEM (1): 





  
Item ID: 41038
Minutes of Lucan Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Planning, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support and Performance & Change Management held on 23rd September 2014, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor E. O’Brien and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the 23rd September 2014 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Community

L/413/14 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered 1-3 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/414/14 PALMERSTON FESTIVAL GRANTS FOR 2015
QUESTION (1): Councillor D. O'Brien 



 Item ID: 41072 

"To ask the Chief Executive with fundraising started for next years Palmerstown Festival can their grant be increased for 2015?  This festival has been getting bigger year on year and they could do with extra funding?"
REPLY:
The Council provides financial assistance to a wide range of festivals across the county. The Palmerston Festival was allocated €1,500 in 2014.

Work on the overall Council budget for 2015 is ongoing and when completed, consideration can then be given, from within the approved resources, as to how the demands and the additional needs can be evaluated. In this regard, a detailed report of the programmes / expenditures etc for the 2014 festival will be required to assist in any future evaluation. Palmerston will be considered in this regard with all other applications.

The Council's Community Team have considerable experience of hosting festivals / events and will, as usual, be available to assist community groups with all aspects of their planning. 

L/415/14 SWIMMING POOL FOR LUCAN
QUESTION (2): Councillor G. O'Connell 


 Item ID: 40679 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the provision of a Swimming Pool in Lucan?"
REPLY:
Concept plans for Lucan swimming pool were prepared some time ago but this project could not progress, like many other capital projects, due to the lack of the necessary finances. The most recent estimate provided by the County Architect was €10.8m which took account of the more competitive pricing environment due to the major downturn in the Construction Sector.

The Government Swimming Pool Grant Scheme administered by The Department of Transport Tourism and Sports has been closed for a considerable period and the Council awaits a Government decision on the re-opening of same.

L/416/14 FUNDS & GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR IRISH RED CROSS
QUESTION (3): Councillor L. O'Toole  


Item ID: 41128 

"That this Committee recognises the hard work that the Irish Red Cross do for the elderly people of Lucan.  Could the Council confirm what funds / grants are available and what assistance can be offered to them?"
REPLY: 
The Council operates a community grants scheme to assist local groups address their needs. Full details are available at the following links:  

Community Grants Booklet
Community Grant Form
A community worker will be assigned to make contact with the local branch of the Red Cross in Lucan to identify what assistance may be provided. 

L/417/14 Application for Community Grants

HEADED ITEM (2): Community 




 Item ID: 41039 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/418/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (3): Community 




 Item ID: 41040 

New Works It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/419/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (1): Community 



 Item ID: 41041 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/420/14 NEW MULTI-FUNCTIONAL COMMUNITY CENTRE IN LUCAN-ADAMSTOWN AREA
MOTION (1):







 Item ID: 40761 
In the absence of Councillor W. Lavelle the following motion was not MOVED:

"This Area Committee reaffirms previous calls for provision of a new multi-functional community centre in the Lucan-Adamstown area at the earliest possible opportunity."

L/421/14 SUPPORT AVAILABLE TO COMMUNITY GROUPS
MOTION (2): 







Item ID: 41077 

It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty:-

"That a discussion take place, based on a report from the Chief Executive, on the level of support including financial available to community groups who provide local services and facilities such as community centres, services for the active retired, meals on wheels and youth services, on a voluntary bases with a view to revamping how this Council now that it has access to a Local Property Tax, can best support such services in the 21st century."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“South Dublin County Council has been operating a Community Grants Scheme since its inception and many thousands of community projects have been assisted to date through the various forms of grant aid available. As the County has developed, so also have the various community needs.

The emphasis in the Community Grants Scheme is on the development of broadly based community activities. At all times the Council endeavours to encourage the development of as broad a range of local community activities and services as possible. This ensures that the limited financial resources available are used to the maximum benefit of the community at large. It also promotes sustainability of community facilities through the emphasis on Centre based activities.

The Council supports this aim by providing a very comprehensive community development and support service through its team of Community Workers. Considerable assistance is also available to community groups / organisations from this source and from other Departments in the Council.

The community grants booklets is available online or the hardcopy may be requested from comdevof@sdublincoco.ieor by telephone 4149270.

The community team are available and encourage engagement prior to groups / organisations submitting a grant application.

Should additional resources become available in this regard whether through an increase in the rate of Local Property Tax or otherwise consideration can be given to further extending the supports that may be made available to community groups.” 

Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, L. O’Toole and P. Gogarty, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

L/422/14 UPGRADING OF COMMUNITY CENTRE AT GRIFFEEN VALLEY
MOTION (3):







 Item ID: 41089 

It was proposed by Councillor E. O'Brien, seconded by Councillor V. Casserly:-  
"That this Committee having regard to previous motions on the issue and the recent decision of the County Council to fund pavilions to be shared by local sporting groups in our parks take immediate steps to commence an upgrading of the Community Centre at Griffeen Valley to a top quality multi purpose centre in line with other such facilities around the County."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“The Lucan Leisure Centre has provided a wide range of activities to address the needs of the Lucan community over the last 30 years. The Council carried out an energy upgrade of the facility in 2013 in order to enhance the level of service provided at the facility.

The provision of additional space in the current centre which will augment the current programme of activities will be examined in conjunction with other demands on the Council’s limited resources so that the centre will be in a position to further meet the community need of the area.   
The sports pavilions provided in other locations in the County were facilitated by the Council but were funded through the Sports Capital Programmes administered by the Department via a series of applications made on a joint venture basis by individual clubs who acted jointly together to achieve their overall provision. However it should be noted that some improvements to the Centre will also be considered in the context of the 2015 Revenue Budget and its associated Capital programme.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. O’Brien, V. Casserly, D. O’Brien, G. O’Connell, R. Nolan, L. O’Toole and P. Gogarty, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Housing

L/423/14 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered 4-5 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/424/14 NUMBER OF COUNCIL TENANCIES IN LUCAN
QUESTION (4): Councillor P. Gogarty  


Item ID: 41100 

"To ask the Chief Executive to detail the number of Council tenancies in the Lucan Electoral Area of Lucan/Palmerston and provide a breakdown by estate and number of bedrooms?"
REPLY:
The number of Council tenancies in the Lucan Electoral Area of Lucan/Palmerston is 630
The following is the breakdown by Estate, bedroom numbers and the number of units with that number of bedrooms ;

	Estate
	Bedrooms
	Number of Houses

	Adamstown Avenue
	2
	1

	Airlie Heights
	1
	13

	Airlie Heights
	2
	6

	Airlie Heights
	3
	35

	Airlie Heights
	4
	6

	Arthur Griffith Court
	1
	9

	Arthur Griffith Court
	2
	3

	Arthur Griffith Court
	3
	6

	Arthur Griffith Park
	3
	47

	Arthur Griffith Park
	4
	1

	Ballynakelly Edge
	1
	1

	Ballynakelly Edge
	2
	4

	Ballynakelly Edge
	3
	17

	Ballyowen Lane
	3
	1

	Cannonbrook Park
	3
	3

	Cannonbrook Park
	4
	1

	Castlegate House
	2
	1

	Castlegate Park
	3
	7

	Castlegate Way
	1
	1

	Droim na Coille Avenue
	1
	6

	Droim na Coille Avenue
	2
	16

	Droim na Coille Avenue
	3
	15

	Droim na Coille Avenue
	4
	10

	Droim na Coille Drive
	2
	8

	Droim na Coille Drive
	3
	8

	Droim na Coille Place
	2
	3

	Droim na Coille Place
	4
	1

	Esker Drive
	1
	2

	Esker Drive
	3
	9

	Esker Glebe
	3
	1

	Finnstown Hall
	2
	1

	Foxborough Avenue
	3
	1

	Foxborough Court
	3
	1

	Foxborough Road
	3
	1

	Foxford Court
	2
	3

	Hatch Road
	3
	1

	Haydens Lane Place
	4
	8

	Kishogue Park
	4
	10

	Liffey Downs
	3
	1

	Liffey Woods
	3
	1

	Lynch's Park
	4
	10

	Lyons Avenue South
	1
	2

	Lyons Avenue South
	2
	2

	Lyons Avenue South
	3
	1

	Lyons Lane
	1
	1

	Lyons Lane
	2
	3

	Lyons Lane
	3
	2

	Meadowview Grove
	3
	1

	Meile An Ri Drive
	2
	35

	Meile An Ri Drive
	3
	5

	Meile an Ri Green
	2
	10

	Meile an Ri Green
	3
	8

	Meile an Ri Park
	2
	4

	Meile an Ri Park
	3
	10

	Meile an Ri Road
	2
	28

	Meile an Ri Road
	3
	24

	Newcastle Manor Park
	3
	1

	Sarsfield Close
	1
	16

	Sarsfield Park
	3
	4

	St Finians Avenue
	1
	19

	St Finians Avenue
	2
	2

	St Finians Avenue
	3
	19

	St Finians Close
	3
	2

	St Finians Crescent
	2
	1

	St Finians Crescent
	3
	11

	St Finians Crescent
	4
	1

	St Finians Green
	2
	4

	St Finians Green
	3
	2

	St Finians Grove
	1
	8

	St Finians Grove
	2
	2

	St Finians Grove
	3
	17

	Stratton Grove
	2
	1

	The Paddocks View
	2
	4

	Tor an Ri Court
	2
	11

	Tor an Ri Court
	3
	2

	Tor an Ri Court
	4
	4

	Tor an Ri Lane
	1
	5

	Tor an Ri Lane
	2
	31

	Tor an Ri Lane
	3
	12

	Tor an Ri Lane
	4
	1

	Tor an Ri Terrace
	3
	16

	Tor an Ri Walk
	2
	12

	Tor an Ri Walk
	3
	2

	Tor an Ri Walk
	4
	4

	 
	 
	630


L/425/14 NUMBER OF PERSONS CURRENTLY ON HOUSING LISTS IN LUCAN & PALMERSTON
QUESTION (5): Councillor E. O'Brien  


Item ID: 40730 

"To ask the Chief Executive to confirm the number of persons currently on housing lists in the Lucan/Palmerston area and the average waiting time for persons on these lists to be housed?"
REPLY:
There are currently 8,433 applications on the Council's Housing List of which 4829 are seeking housing north or the Naas Road.  It is not possible to say how many are seeking housing in the Lucan Palmerston area as we only have the 2 housing areas now.  However 1,135 of the list above are resident in the Lucan/Palmerston area.  The average waiting time on list for housing applicants is 6.5 years.

L/426/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (4): Housing  




Item ID: 41042 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/427/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (2): Housing 



 Item ID: 41043 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/428/14 NUMBER ON HOUSING LIST FROM LUCAN ELECTORAL AREA
MOTION (4):







 Item ID: 40677 

It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty:-  
"That a debate take place on the housing situation in this LA and that information be made available by the Chief Executive on the numbers on the housing list from this LA and the number of, both public and private homes, that are currently empty in this LA."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“As at the 31/08/2014 there are 8253 applications on the Council's Housing List Countywide and 4744 who have expressed and interest in being housed North of the Naas Road.  We no longer record specific areas so it is not possible to say how many want to be housed in the Lucan area itself.  There are 1102 applicants living in the Lucan Area.

Currently there are 53 vacant houses in the County of which 8 are in the Lucan Area.  Tenants have been sourced for all but 7 of these houses Countywide and for all the houses in the Lucan Area.  

This year the Council has made 59 letting in the Lucan Area. I would point out that 53% of the lettings made to housing applicants have been made as a result of the applicant having a Priority Status e.g. Homeless, Medical etc. 

The Council would not have information on vacant private dwellings”
Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, P. Gogarty, D. O’Brien and L. O’Toole, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Transportation

L/429/14 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered 6-13 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/430/14 ROAD DRAINAGE IN THE VICINITY OF ULSTER BANK LUCAN
QUESTION (6): Councillor P. Gogarty 


 Item ID: 41097 

"To ask the Chief Executive if he will examine the road drainage near the parking bays in the vicinity of the Ulster Bank and The Coach House, as they are prone to flooding during wet weather; and especially to ensure that they are not blocked by fallen and swept leaves during the winter months?"
REPLY:
The Area Engineer will be requested to inspect the drainage gullies in the area. Any necessary cleaning will be carried out by the Palmerston Road Maintenance depot crews.

L/431/14 PROPOSED WIDENING OF WILLSBROOK ROAD
QUESTION (7): Councillor W. Lavelle  


Item ID: 40616 

"To ask the Chief Executive for a detailed update on efforts to achieve the proposed widening of Willsbrook Road to provide two lanes approaching the Grangecastle Road junction; as well an update on the review of traffic management at Grangecastle Road between the Willsbrook and Lucan Road (Woodies) junctions; including measures being examined as part of the Lucan Access Study, the review of traffic/bus lanes and the proposed introduction of a UTC system?"
REPLY: 
There are currently two projects underway which converge at the Grangecastle Road/Willsbrook junction, Willsbrook Cycle Track scheme Phase 3 and the N4 Celbridge to Palmerston (the Oval) Cycle Scheme. Willsbrook Phase 3 is at detailed design and includes for redesign of the junction at Grangecastle. The N4 scheme includes also the Lucan Road (Woodies) to Grangecastle and both schemes are interdependent at this location and a final solution will therefore evolve from a convergence of design at this location. These two schemes are also part of the Lucan Access study. The concept design for the Lucan to Willsbrook section will be ready by the November 2014. At that stage we will consult with Members interested before proceeding for NTA approval. Traffic/Bus lanes will be considered in any proposed improvements. UTC installation along the Grangecastle Road is at an advanced stage and nearing completion in the next few weeks.  

L/432/14 TRAFFIC FLOW AT NEWCASTLE ROAD
QUESTION (8): Councillor W. Lavelle 



 Item ID: 41114 

"To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the timeframe for implementation of options to revise junction arrangements at the Newcastle Road/Hillcrest Road junction in order to seek to improve traffic flow at Newcastle Road?"
REPLY:
The Council is anxious to trial a mini roundabout at this junction and the detail design is being prepared. Of particular concern in this regard relates to pedestrian and school children crossing in the narrow confines of the junction which is being examined at present. A number of other options are also being considered including left in and left out from Hillcrest. The members will be kept informed of progress.

L/433/14 BOUNDARY TREATMENT TO HERMITAGE PARK
QUESTION (9): Councillor W. Lavelle  


Item ID: 41117 

"To ask the Chief Executive, as part of the Lucan Access Study's examination of Grangecastle Road, to include a review of the boundary treatment to Hermitage Park estate and the replacement of the unattractive pallisade fencing opposite the top of the Foxhunter off-ramp, noting this location represents one of the main gateways to Lucan?"
REPLY:
The Lucan access study involves an assessment of traffic issues relating to sustainable transport measures and does not involve a review of boundary treatments except where these might be interfered with.

L/434/14 LED LIGHTING IN GLENVALE ESTATE
QUESTION (10): Councillor D. O'Brien  


Item ID: 41070 

"To ask the Chief Executive when the new LED lighting is to be installed in Glenvale Estate, Lucan which should have been installed this summer. As highlighted in Eoin O'Broin representation on 10/4/2014."
REPLY:
Works have commenced in Glenvale Estate. The ducting is being laid and the lighting columns will then be erected.

L/435/14 CHILDREN AT PLAY SIGNS FOR TULLY HALL COURT
QUESTION (11): Councillor E. O'Brien 


 Item ID: 40729 

"To ask the Chief Executive to consider a request for "Children at Play" signs at the entrance to Tully Hall Court in Lucan."
REPLY:
This request will be examined and a report will be presented to the next Traffic Management Meeting.

L/436/14 N4 SLIP ROAD ENHANCEMENT PLANS AT TEXACO GARAGE/AVOCA
QUESTION (12): Councillor L. O'Toole 


 Item ID: 41127 

"Following the meeting that took place with; the Hermitage resident/NRA maintenance (GSJ Maintenance, WS Atkins) /manager of Texaco garage/Avoca representative/Lucan Tidy Towns and Lucan councillors, in relation to the improvement/enhancement plans on N4 slip road (junction3) to ask SDCC to assist this project and to continue to liaise with all stakeholders?"
REPLY:
The Council will assist in so far as it can and will liaise as necessary with all the stakeholders.

L/437/14 ENFORCEMENT OF THE SCHOOL TIME HGV RESTRICTION ON NEWCASTLE ROAD
QUESTION (13): Councillor L. O'Toole 


 Item ID: 41129 

"To ask the Chief Executive to write to Gardaí Traffic department Blanchardstown to request an update in relation to enforcement of the school time HGV restriction on the Newcastle Road?"
REPLY:
If the question is approved a letter will issue to the Garda authorities and the Committee will be informed when a response is received.

L/438/14 PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
HEADED ITEM (5): Transportation  



Item ID: 41044 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/439/14 WINTER MAINTENANCE PLAN 2014/2015
HEADED ITEM (6): Transportation 



 Item ID: 40824 
Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, presented the following report:-
Winter Maintenance Plan 2014/2015
Following contributions from Councillors L. O’Toole, E. O’Brien, G. O’Connell and P. Gogarty, Mr. O’Grady responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

L/440/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (7): Transportation  



Item ID: 41045 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/441/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (3): Transportation 


 Item ID: 41064 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/442/14 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS – PEDESTRIAN SAFETY AT GAELSCOIL NAOMH PADRAIG, GAELSCOIL EISCIR RIADA, COLAISTE COIS LIFE & ESKER EDUCATE TOGETHER
MOTION (5):







 Item ID: 41096 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:-  
Cathaoirleach's Business

"That the Chief Executive report on traffic studies carried out since schools reopened in September in the block including Gaelscoil Naomh Padraig, Gaelscoil Eiscir Riada, Colaiste Cois Life and Esker Educate Together and provide an update on plans that have been or are planned to be implemented in the coming months to improve pedestrian safety, safe traffic flow and responsible parking in the vicinity, given concerns addressed to this Council and its elected members; to ensure that the principals concerned and parents associations continue to be kept in the loop; and if he will make a statement on the matter."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“This matter has been examined following discussion with local representatives and the school principals and is being addressed by the provision of suitable platforms at the new school gate entrance on Castle road. These works are being provided during the school mid term break. It is also understood that the schools have now developed a coordinated response in relation to the opening of the newly completed school drop-off facilities at Castle road. It is also intended to provide double yellow lines at the entrance to the Glebe and Esker Glebe off Esker Lane. A pedestrian crossing together with a Zebra crossing are currently in place on Esker Lane to assist pedestrians and school going children cross this road.”

Following contributions from Councillors P. Gogarty and L. O’Toole, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

L/443/14 PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT LIFFEY CLOSE
MOTION (6):







 Item ID: 41074
It was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell, seconded by Councillor E. O’Brien:-  
"That the necessary arrangements be initiated to extinquish the right of way at the bottom of Liffey Close Lucan as per petition (supplied) of the residents as this is a most dangerous pedestrian exit of serious concern to parents of young children in the area and a source of anti-social behaviour including house breaking in this relatively quite cul de sac."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“The closure of the right of way at this location is not recommended. The right of way has already been limited to pedestrian access only and serves a permeability link to other areas in residential community as well as shortening access to other community facilities and encourages modal shift to more sustainable modes of transport. The safety of the exit can be improved by the provision of suitable barriers to prevent children getting direct access from the Cul de Sac to the busy road. The matter of anti social behaviour can be addressed by other means and we will work with the local community to prepare a suitable and safer alternative to closure.”   

Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell and P. Gogarty, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to present a further report on the matter to the November meeting of the Committee.

L/444/14 PEDESTRIAN ACCESS BETWEEN IRISH WHEELCHAIR ASSOCIATION MAXOL GARAGE & LUCAN SARSFIELD GAA CLUB
MOTION (7): 







Item ID: 41121 
It was proposed by Councillor L. O'Toole, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty:-  

"That this Committee requests SDDC to examine the pedestrian access between the Irish Wheelchair Association, the Maxol garage and Lucan Sarsfields GAA club on the Newcastle road with a view to extending the existing pedestrian pathway to give safe access to the aforementioned."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“There is not adequate width in the current road footprint to provide a footpath to SDCC specification. However, there is a long term plan to re-align the Newcastle Road at this location. The proposed scheme will include for a path. Funding is currently being sought for the scheme.”

Following contributions from Councillors L. O’Toole, E. O’Brien and P. Gogarty, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to re-examine the location for possible solution and to present a further report to a future meeting of the Committee.

L/445/14 new orbital route linking lucan village, Clondalkin & Tallaght and introduction of proposed 25c bus route from Adamstown to city centre.
MOTION (8): 







Item ID: 41137 

It was proposed by Councillor V. Casserly, seconded by Councillor E. O’Brien:-  
"That this Area Committee, noting the worsening traffic congestion in Lucan, calls on the National Transport Authority, as the regulator and licensing authority for public transport bus services in Dublin, to:

· Firstly, include a new orbital route linking Lucan Village, Clondalkin & Tallaght (similar to the previously proposed No. 166 Dublin Bus route) as part of the upcoming competitive tendering process of 10% of routes in Dublin; and

· Secondly, seek the introduction of the previously-proposed 25C route from Adamstown to City Centre, via Newcastle Road and the N4-Newcastle Road interchange, to be provided by Dublin Bus or a private operator; while protecting and where possible expanding the carrying-capacity of the existing 25A & 25B routes."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“If the Motion is approved a letter will issue to the NTA and the Committee will be informed when a response is received.”

Following contributions from Councillors V. Casserly, L. O’Toole, G. O’Connell and E. O’Brien, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised.  The motion was APPROVED.

Planning

L/446/14 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered 14-15 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/447/14 OLD CEMETERY AT MILL LANE, PALMERSTON
QUESTION (14): Councillor E. O'Brien 


 Item ID: 40728 

"To ask the Chief Executive for the current status of a conservation report commissioned relating to the site of the old cemetery at Mill Lane, Palmerston?"
REPLY:
The Conservation Report which has been completed has been fully assessed. The information and recommendations have been considered by the Councils Architectural Conservation Officer. A number of tasks have been outlined in the report as part of the conservation method statement included to safeguard the Protected Structure and the site which is a Recorded Monument. Maintenance recommendations arising from this report are to form part of a programme of works to be agreed between the Councils Architectural Conservation Officer and Environmental Services Public Realm Section, budget and schedules permitting.

The works to consolidate the structure and preserve the graveyard will be prioritised and will be dependant on funding as a long-term programme of works.  The recommendations and method statement provided in the Conservation Report will form the basis for any further work to the Church and within the site of the graveyard.  All works are subject to the approval of the Councils Architectural Conservation Officer and National Monuments Section DAHG given the status of the site.

L/448/14 LEGAL STATUS OF SHACKLETON MILLS
QUESTION (15): Councillor L. O'Toole  


Item ID: 41130 

"To ask the Chief Executive to confirm the legal status of Shackleton Mills, Lucan and who the current owner is and if it is within SDCC?"
REPLY:
The Anna Liffey (Shackleton) Mills are located within the administrative area of Fingal County Council.  The Mills are owned and managed by Fingal County Council and are currently under restoration.

L/449/14 PLANNING FILES
HEADED ITEM (8): Planning 




 Item ID: 41046 

Planning Files 

A. Large Applications Under Consideration
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
B. Files Requested by Members
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/450/14 TAKING IN CHARGE REPORT
HEADED ITEM (9): Planning Department 


 Item ID: 41152 
Mr. W. Purcell, Senior Engineer, presented the following report;-

Lucan Area Committee

Meeting of the Lucan Area Committee – 28.10.2014

Item No. 41152  H-I ( 9 ) - Taking in Charge Listing - Roads and Services
No. of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding
C
ESTATES WHERE TAKING IN CHARGE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE BEING PREPARED:

50
Adamstown Castle 5
Adamstown
Castlethorn 

Construction

Relates to Castlegate Hall and Rise, 40 units 

constructed but not completed internally.  3 of 

the 4 commercial units are operational. 

Permisssion revised for remaining 9 units now 

complete and occupied . This has been 

advertised for taking in charge in July 2014 

(footpaths only). Construction site secured.

Adamstown Square/Park
Lucan
Castlethorn

Approximately 190 of 225 units occupied. 

Developer liaising with Parks and Building 

Control on taking in charge works and a taking

 in charge package being prepared.  The roads 

foothpaths & services advertised for taking in 

charge in july 2014
G
ESTATES UNDER CONSTRUCTION/CONSTRUCTION CEASED:

173
Adamstown Castle 4
Adamstown
Castlethorn 

Construction

Relates to Castlegate Vale, Downs, Copse, 

Terrace, Row, Grange. Majority of unit are 

occupied and developer is actively engaged in 

taking in charge process. Traffic calming and 

other surface snagging works are ongoing. The 

developer has sought inspection by Council to 

verify progress and seek commensurate bond 

reduction. Building control have reported that 

No CCTV or as built drawings have been 

submitted to date 21.10.2014.

61
Hansted Grove
Lucan
Tierra Ltd

Development under construction, adjacent to 

existing Hansted development and Adamstown

Link Road. 61 units permitted, 17 2bed and 

44 3bed. 

Units are commenced and it is envisaged that 

the development should be complete by the 

end of 2014.
No. of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding

10
Hawkridge
Lucan
Welcan Builders

 Ltd.,

Houses partially completed, not occupied. 

Permission expired. Development under 

control of IBRC liquidator, site secured 

recently following anti-social behaviour at 

location. Sale of site likely and bond due to be

extended to enable the sale to proceed. This 

should necessarily result in improvements to 

site appearance. Larest indications is that the 

liquidator is funding completion of the 

development.

St Edmonds
Lucan
Glenkerrin 

Homes

Part of the development has been completed 

and is substantially occupied and a bond is in 

place. An extension of duration has been 

granted for the rest of the development which is

currently fenced from the completed part of the

development. On appointment of a receiver the

Council reviewed the site and outlined initial 

requirements for a taking in charge process but 

no request was made. Construction works 

ongoing to central appartment block. 

Anticipated completion Xmas 2014

12
THEPADDOCKS DRIVE WEST
Adamstown 
KINGSCROFT 

South Dublin
DEVELOPMEN

Commencement notice received 12 houses due 
TS LTD

to commence on the 21.10.2014.

50
Tullyhall (Phase 3) Mews
Lucan
Eleveden 

Properties Ltd

Permission is for approximately 50 units 

following An Bord Pleanala decision. 8 
units

built and 6 occupied. Works have ceased on 

this site at present however the remaining 

site is secured. An extension of duration for the

permission has been granted to August 2016.
N
PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT OPEN SPACE NOT COMPLETED

107
Esker Manor
Lucan
Brian M. 

Durkan Ltd

Mixed residential development. Management 

agreement submitted. Planning Dept issued 

claim on the bond relating to playground 

which is in the process of being settled with 

bond company.
No. of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding

30
Fforster Square
Tierra Ltd

30 Apartments commenced June 2006. 

Developer handed control to Mgmt Comp in 

2011. Developer seeking release from bond and

the taking in charge of 200m of road at 

Fforster Crescent. Of the 200m of road offered 

for taking in charge there is an outstanding 

road core test which must  be done in order to 

progress the taking in charge process. Play 

facilities are now in complinace with the 

permission. The Parks Department are satisfied

that the works have been completed to 

standard.

33
Lana na Pairce
Lucan
Brooklands 

Developments

33 units gated apartment development. 

Building Control have approved service 

completion but play equipment not yet 

installed. Bond in place and release refused 

owing to failure to provide play area. The 

developer has been advised as to requirements 

of the Council and has ordered the equipment.
P
ESTATES WHERE SITE RESOLUTION PLAN BEING IMPLEMENTED

252
The Paddocks
Lucan
Mapelwood 

Homes Ltd

A receiver, Paul McCann of Grant Thornton 

has been appointed to control some assets of 

Maplewood Developments. There are also 

legal matters relating to  wayleaves for some 

areas that will remain under Mgmt Comp 

control particularly at Paddocks Place and 

Square. A liquidator is also appointed however

and the Council have devised a site resolution

plan with their assistance. Taking in charge 

works are now intended for Phases 1 and 2. 

Both parties have agreed to appointment of a 

consultant who has conducted the CCTV 

review of services and all surface defects (with 

exception of open space) and the process is 

now at tendering stage. The Council is 

retaining security and will part release funds as 

the works are completed. The Council will be 

retaining the required security related to the 

remaining parts of the permitted development 

to be constructed where a planning permission 

remains live.

Once the tenders are finalised all taking in 

charge works can be implemented during 2014.
The following Motion in the name of Councillor D. O’Brien was taken in conjunction with the above item.

TAKING IN CHARGE OF THE PADDOCKS ESTATE

MOTION (9): Councillor D. O'Brien 



 Item ID: 40662 
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty:-
"That this Committee agrees to invite the receivers appointed for The Paddocks Estate to a meeting of all Lucan Councillors to brief Councillors on ongoing efforts to complete the estate to enable the estate to be fully taken in Charge by the Council."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“I discussed this matter with the Receiver for The Paddocks in recent days and they have requested that rather than have an open ended meeting that you generate a proposed agenda for such a meeting preferably with questions that can be answered. They will then consider the questions in conjunction with the Liquidator and Consulting Engineer where appropriate.
The Paddocks is in the process of being completed north of the secondary link road to Dodsboro Road. This process will take about 2 years to complete and as ever it will remain dependent on market conditions for building to continue.”

Following contributions from Councillors D. O’Brien and P. Gogarty, Mr. Purcell responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.  It was AGREED that a list of issues of concern to the Members would be compiled and discussed at a separate meeting prior to the next Area Committee Meeting.
L/451/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (10): Planning 




 Item ID: 41047 

New Works It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/452/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (4): Planning 



 Item ID: 41048 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/453/14 LOCATION FOR A HERITAGE CENTRE IN LUCAN
MOTION (10): 







Item ID: 41091 

It was proposed by Councillor E. O'Brien, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole;- 
"That the Chief Executive takes steps to identify a location for a Heritage Centre in Lucan to compliment the ongoing work to develop Heritage trails and other works as part of the Village Improvement Initiative."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“Schemes in the Villages Initiative have been discussed at all Area Committee Meetings in recent months.  Projects of a complex nature, larger scale and set in more sensitive environments will be exhibited as part of a Part 8 Public Consultation Process from early November onwards.  Some projects have already been commenced and the project will roll out in 2015 and 2016. 

Heritage Walks and Trails will be developed in consultation with local community and historical groups and the County Heritage Officer as part of a Tourism Development Strategy to be developed in 2015.  It is proposed to complete the first phase of village works and agree the overall towns strategy before consideration of the development of localised Heritage Centres begins.  The evaluation of need and identification of possible locations will commence at that time.”

Following contributions from Councillors E. O’Brien, L. O’Toole, G. O’Connell, D. O’Brien and P. Gogarty, Mr. E. Conroy, County Architect, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Libraries & Arts

L/454/14 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question numbered 16 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/455/14 DIGITAL LIBRARY IN PALMERSTON
QUESTION (16): Councillor G. O'Connell  


Item ID: 40680 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the provision of a digital library in Palmerston?"
REPLY: 

The provision of a digital hub / library in Palmerston is one of the objectives of the Library Development Plan 2012-2016. The library service is conscious that it needs to address the library infrastructural deficit in the county and to deliver new library buildings into communities where they will have the most significant impact as catalysts for change.

All this is however conditional on the availability of resources and a suitable site or building. In a move to address the resources issue the Libraries Department hope to start a capital fund in 2015 to pay towards the costs of establishing a digital hub/library in Palmerston. The County Librarian is actively involved in looking for a suitable site or building that meets the criteria both in space and access for such a building.

L/456/14 LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS
HEADED ITEM (11): Libraries & Arts 


 Item ID: 41049 
Mr. I. Stobbart, Senior Executive Librarian, presented the following report:-
LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS
 Following contributions from Councillors V. Casserly and P. Gogarty, Mr. Stobbart responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
L/457/14 APPLICATION FOR ARTS GRANTS
HEADED ITEM (12): Libraries & Arts 


 Item ID: 41050 
Application for Arts Grants

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application - Grant
	Date Received  
	Amount €

	AGF: 819
	Divine Mercy SNS
	Contribution towards two musical performances in December
	7/10/2014
	650


 It was proposed by Councillor E. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor V. Casserly and RESOLVED:
“that this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.”

L/458/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (13): Libraries & Arts  



Item ID: 41051 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/459/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (5): Libraries & Arts 


 Item ID: 41052 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
Economic Development

L/460/14 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered 17-19 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/461/14 PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE ACROSS THE GRIFFEEN IN LUCAN VILLATE
QUESTION (17): Councillor P. Gogarty  


Item ID: 41098 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on matters discussed at last months ACM regarding proposals for a pedestrian bridge across the Griffeen in Lucan village; especially with regard to what further contacts/discussions, if any, have taken place between the relevant Council departments regarding guarantees to ensure the bridge maintains the same levels of flood protection as currently given by the raised wall; given that climate change projections suggest increased heavy precipitation increasing the likelihood of the "one in 100" year floods such defences have been built for; and if he will make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:
The proposed bridge across the Griffeen River in Lucan Village is at a very early stage of design and requires further detailed design and assessment. In any detailed proposal the Council will seek to maintain the existing conveyance and storage capacities of any existing channels. The design and construction of any bridge will be such that flood risks up- and / or down-stream are not increased, or, where no other viable options exist, are restricted to acceptable levels, and will comply with any flood risk management objectives and plans established for the area. In this respect any information or modelling available from CFRAMS [Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management ] will be used to establish the viability and effect of any design.

The consent of the OPW is required by bodies and persons proposing to carry out construction/alteration works on bridges and culverts under Section 50: Arterial Drainage Act, 1945 and EU (Assessment and Management of Flood Risks) Regulations SI 122 of 2010. The OPW may consent to alterations to existing watercourses or structures if the proposed works would not increase the risk of flooding, or will not have a negative impact on drainage of land.

In general, a proposed bridge or culvert design submitted with an application under Section 50 should demonstrate the achievement of the following design standards:

A bridge or culvert must be capable of passing a fluvial flood flow with a 1% annual exceedance probability (AEP) or 1 in 100 year flow without significantly changing the hydraulic characteristics of the watercourse.

A bridge must be capable of operating under the above design conditions while maintaining a freeboard of at least 300 mm.

If the land potentially affected includes dwellings and infrastructure, it must be demonstrated that those dwellings and/or infrastructure are not adversely affected by constructing the bridge or culvert. 

In the event that any developed design for the bridge does not meet the appropriate criteria the development as proposed will not proceed.

L/462/14 OWNERSHIP OF LAND ON THE SOUTH DUBLIN SIDE OF THE SILVER BRIDGE
QUESTION (18): Councillor P. Gogarty 


 Item ID: 41101 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the ownership of the land on the South Dublin side of the Silver Bridge (Farmleigh Bridge) and to outline whether any discussions are likely to be held regarding a possible purchase price which would aid long term plans for developing the bridge as a tourism and heritage site in conjunction with Fingal County Council?"
REPLY:
The lands continue to be in private ownership. While the Council would be open to discussions and had previously pursued the matter, it is understood that the owner is currently considering these and other lands in their ownership as part of a company wide property review. In any event prior to any prospective purchase of these, or other lands, suitable funds have to identified and secured.

L/463/14 NEW ‘WELCOME’ SIGNAGE AT KEY GATEWAYS TO LUCAN VILLAGE
QUESTION (19): Councillor W. Lavelle 


 Item ID: 41118 

"To ask the Chief Executive to outline a timeframe for the installation of new 'welcome' signage at key gateways to Lucan Village, to outline the locations where this new signage is to be installed; and to provide a graphic sample of the planned new signage?"
REPLY: 

Strategic design for way-finding systems for pedestrian/cycle movement in South Dublin County Council’s towns 9 villages has been completed. It is intended to roll-out a pilot project in Tallaght to further evaluate the overall proposal. Tenders have been issued for this project which will be implemented in the coming months. 

Parallel to this programme, it is intended to develop a ‘welcome-sign’ on the approaches to each of the 9 villages involved in the current Villages Initiative as an additional measure. It is proposed to pilot this project in Lucan in the first instance. The signs will be tendered in the coming weeks and installed shortly thereafter. The signs will include the agreed logo. 

The exact number of location of signs to be installed will depend on costs, visibility, traffic safety and pedestrian/mobility safety.

L/464/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (14): Economic Development  

Item ID: 41053 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/465/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (6): Economic Development  
Item ID: 41054 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
Performance & Change Management

L/466/14 QUESTIONS
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/467/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (15): Performance & Change Mgmt
  Item ID: 41055 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/468/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (7): Performance & Change Mgmt  Item ID: 41056 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
Corporate Support

L/469/14 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered 20-21 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Questions 

L/470/14 PLANNED PLEBISCITE FOR THE NAME CHANGE FROM PALMERSTON TO PALMERSTOWN
QUESTION (20): Councillor P. Gogarty  


Item ID: 41099 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update of the likely period planned for the holding of the planned plebiscite for the name change from "Palmerston" to "Palmerstown" in the village area north of the N4, given that the consultation process on the register of electors for same is due to be completed in a couple of days time; and if she will make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:
A motion to conduct a plebiscite to change the name of Palmerston Village to Palmerstown Village was approved at the Council Meeting held on 9th December 2013.

Advertisements were published in the Lucan Echo and Lucan Gazette (9th & 10th Oct respectively) giving notice that a list of qualified electors for the purposes of conducting the plebiscite had been prepared and available for public inspection for a period of three weeks.  The list is currently available at the Council Offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin, the public library in Stewarts Hospital, and online at www.sdcc.ie.  The list comprises those electors registered on the live Register of Electors and the rated occupier of premises within the geographical area as specified in the motion.  The closing date for receipt of submissions is 31st October 2014.

The list of qualified electors will be presented to the November Council meeting for formal adoption having regard to any submissions received within the specified timeframe.  Once the list is adopted arrangements will be put in place to conduct the plebiscite without any undue delay.

L/471/14 SCHEDULE FOR HOLDING THE PALMERSTON PLEBISCITE
QUESTION (21): Councillor G. O'Connell  


Item ID: 41078 

"To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the schedule and arrangements for holding the Palmerston Plebiscite?"
REPLY:
A motion to conduct a plebiscite to change the name of Palmerston Village to Palmerstown Village was approved at the Council Meeting held on 9th December 2013.

Advertisements were published in the Lucan Echo and Lucan Gazette (9th & 10th Oct respectively) giving notice that a list of qualified electors for the purposes of conducting the plebiscite had been prepared and available for public inspection for a period of three weeks.  The list is currently available at the Council Offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin, the public library in Stewarts Hospital, and online at www.sdcc.ie.  The list comprises those electors registered on the live Register of Electors and the rated occupier of premises within the geographical area as specified in the motion.  The closing date for receipt of submissions is 31st October 2014.

The list of qualified electors will be presented to the November Council meeting for formal adoption having regard to any submissions received within the specified timeframe.  Once the list is adopted arrangements will be put in place to conduct the plebiscite without any undue delay.

L/472/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (16): Corporate Support  


Item ID: 41057 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/473/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (8): Corporate Support  

Item ID: 41058 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/474/14 HSE PLANS FOR NEW HEALTH CENTRE IN BALLYOWEN
MOTION (11): 







Item ID: 41120 

It was proposed by Councillor L. O'Toole, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty:-  
"That this Council requests a detailed report from the HSE in relation to the new health centre planned for Ballyowen, to include details of a public consultation process and to confirm what plans are in place to ensure that this medical centre is integrated into and complements existing medical services in Lucan."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“If the Motion is approved a letter will issue to the HSE and the Committee will be informed when a response is received.”

Following contributions from Councillors L. O’Toole, V. Casserly and P. Gogarty Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised.  The motion was APPROVED. 

Water & Drainage

L/475/14 QUESTIONS
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/476/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (17): Water & Drainage  


Item ID: 41059 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/477/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (9): Water & Drainage


  Item ID: 41065 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
Public Realm

L/478/14 QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions numbered 22-28 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

L/479/14 RELOCATION OF CONTAINERS AT GRIFFEEN VALLEY PARK
QUESTION (22): Councillor W. Lavelle 


 Item ID: 41115 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update in response to discussions with Ballyowen Celtic FC in relation to the previously-agreed relocation of containers at Griffeen Valley Park?"
REPLY:
The request from Ballyowen Celtic for the club to relocate their container to a position at 90 degrees to existing containers at the rear of the skate park has been approved. The approximate location of the new position is outlined in red on the attached map. The Public Realm Section will remove vegetation and install a hard standing in the current year to enable the container to be moved by Ballyowen Celtic. Further contact will be made with the club to discuss the necessary arrangements.

Given the recent experience of anti social behaviour in the area this configuration could give rise to further anti social behaviour. If this happens, the Council will seek the assistance of the clubs concerned to address it.

MAP
L/480/14 PLASTERING OF WALLS AT FOXBOROUGH
QUESTION (23): Councillor W. Lavelle 


Item ID: 41116 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update in response to my motion at the September meeting relating to plastering of walls at Foxborough, including a report on the request for an up-to-date costing of the works involved; and a response to the request for an examination of the options to provide grant funding to residents to carry-out the works?"
REPLY:
The cost of plastering a wall ranges from €16.07 per square metre to €45 per square metre for a natural coloured floating render finish.  The cost of a natural coloured wet dash finish ranges from €13.40 per square metre to €60 per square metre.

The nature of the works involved at this location does not come within the scope of any SDCC funding schemes such as the Tidy Towns Grants or Community Grants.  However, there may be support available for this work through Tús, which is a community work placement scheme providing short-term working opportunities for unemployed people since 2011.

Responsibility for the operation of Tús rests with the Department of Social Protection. Pobal operates a payroll function on behalf of the Department and it is managed at a local level, on the Department’s behalf, by Local Integrated Development Companies, as well as Údarás na Gaeltachta in the Gaeltacht and Dublin Employment Pact. The programme provides twelve month work placement opportunities in local community settings.

Participants gain the many benefits from being in work, and community and voluntary organisations benefit from the skills and experience that the participants can bring. Tús has both an urban and rural focus and builds on the model of the Rural Social Scheme.

This scheme is currently open for applications, and Community & Voluntary Organisations with a potential work placement opportunity should register this with the Local Development Company.  The Community/ Volutary Group will then be required to submit a detailed work proposal outlining the work to be undertaken, number of Participants requested etc. for consideration by the Local Development Company/Údarás na Gaeltachta.  Following assessment, the Local Development Company/Údarás na Gaeltachta will contact the Community & Voluntary Organisations advising them of their decision.

 

The South Dublin County Partnership Ltd is located here in Block 3, County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 

L/481/14 CLEAN UP OF FALLING LEAVES IN LUCAN & PALMERSTON
QUESTION (24): Councillor R. Nolan 


 Item ID: 41124 

"To ask the Chief Executive if and when there are plans for a clean up of the falling leaves in the Lucan and Palmerston areas?"
REPLY:
The road sweeping contract with Oxigen Environmental includes provision for the removal of leaves during the period 1st September 2014 to 31st January 2015.  Lists of areas which require leaf removal are provided to Oxigen on an ongoing basis. Where residents wish to have leaves removed they should contact the Public Realm Section on 01 4149000 and provide details of the location.

L/482/14 PLANTING OF SHRUBBERY ON ROUNDABLUTS BETWEEN EARLSFORT & FOXBOROUGH AND OUTSIDE ROCHFORT AND ABBEYDALE
QUESTION (25): Councillor R. Nolan 



 Item ID: 41125 

"To ask the Chief Executive would it be possible to plant some flowers and shrubbery on the roundabouts between Earlsfort and Foxborough and the one outside Rochfort and Abbeydale?"
REPLY:
Landscape improvement works have been on-going for the last number of years to roundabouts in the county to reduce the levels of maintenance while providing a good standard of finish.

In the Lucan area the roundabouts at Willsbrook Road and St Lomans Road were landscaped a number of years ago. Efforts in 2013 were concentrated on 4 roundabouts on the Neilstown Road and the roundabout at Coldcut Road is currently being upgraded. The next roundabout that will be upgraded in the Lucan area in 2015 is the Foxborough/Balgaddy roundabout.

The roundabouts between Earlsfort and Foxborough and the one outside Rochfort and Abbeydale will be assessed with a view to designing a low maintenance landscape scheme to be implemented after the Foxborough/Balgaddy roundabout is completed in 2015.

L/483/14 CCTV CAMERA AT GLENVALE, LUCAN
QUESTION (26): Councillor D. O'Brien  


Item ID: 41071 

"To ask the Chief Executive with 21 complaints of illegal dumping at Glenvale, Lucan, that the mobile CCTV camera be installed at this location for an extended period of time with a view to securing some evidence with which to prosecute those involved in the illegal dumping?"
REPLY:
The Council’s Enforcement and Licensing Section has two rapid deployment CCTV cameras available to it for the monitoring of illegal dumping throughout South Dublin County Council’s administrative area.

Where it appears that there is a recurring practice of illegal dumping in an area (which is indicated by reports received from Elected Members, members of the public and information provided by the Council's Litter Wardens), these areas are assessed for camera redeployment suitability by the CCTV contractor. This is done with a view to locating the cameras in areas that are most likely to yield results from an enforcement perspective.

Locations where these cameras can be used are limited because of geographical location, lack of source of electricity and risk of vandalism. While there had been a practice to rotate the cameras on a three monthly basis, it is now considered more effective to rotate the cameras as required.

This location will be referred to the Council's CCTV contractor to be assessed for suitability.

L/484/14 CLOSING OF THE RIGHT OF WAY BETWEEN THE BEWLEY AND MOUNT BELLEW ESTATES
QUESTION (27): Councillor E. O'Brien 


 Item ID: 41113 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the closing of the right of way between the Bewley and Mount Bellew estates?"
REPLY:
The works required for the closure of the extinguished Right of Way required a tender process. The closing date for receipt of tenders was the 20th October 2014. The tenders are being examined and subject to satisfactory compliance with the tender requirements for the works, it is expected that an Official Order will issue to the successful company in the coming weeks.  

L/485/14 MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE FOR THE LANEWAYS IN PALMERSTON
QUESTION (28): Councillor G. O'Connell 


 Item ID: 41079 

"To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the success or otherwise of the maintenance schedule for the laneways in Palmerston?"
REPLY:
A headed item was presented to the Lucan Area Committee Meeting in March setting out a Palmerston Laneway Cleaning Programme. The programme was designed to initially schedule cleanups to take place on a 6 week rotating cycle with a review of frequencies to occur after 3 months. The nature of the works includes litter removal, removal of fly-tipped waste and the removal or spraying of weeds as required.

The programme commenced operation in April and all laneways were cleaned of dumped material systematically over the first 6 week period. During the second 6 week period efforts were concentrated on the removal of vegetation in addition to waste removal. This was followed up by the application of herbicides during June and July. It became apparent during this period that the volume and frequency of waste being dumped exceeded the resources available to keep the lanes clean on the 6 week period as initially proposed.

The programme was therefore modified and currently all lanes are inspected on a weekly basis and waste material removed where it is present.

L/486/14 UPDATE ON THE FIVE YEAR PLAY SPACE PROGRAMME 2014-2018
HEADED ITEM (18): Public Realm  



Item ID: 41067 
Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, presented the following report:-
UPDATE ON THE FIVE YEAR PLAY SPACE PROGREMME 2014-2018
UPDATE ON THE PLAY SPACE PROGRAMME 2014 - 2018 

1. The purpose of this report is to review The Five Year Play Space Programme 2014 – 2018 that was approved by the Council at the end of 2013. It is now important to:  

· take stock on the implementation of this programme, 

· to learn lessons from the implementation programme in 2014, 

· to update the newly elected members on the purpose and intent of the programme itself 

· to listen to the feedback from the Elected Members 

2. Terms - Play Spaces and Playgrounds
We are calling our local play areas “play spaces” rather than playgrounds.  We feel that the term playground gives an impression only of a collection of formal play items with safety surfacing in an enclosed area. The word Playground often has a connotation in the minds of residents with anti social activity.

The play spaces will be far more informal, often without formal play equipment or fencing and often not concentrated in one location. They can also be referred to as Natural Play Spaces.

For Neighbourhood and Regional play areas the term playground still applies and they will have a combination of both natural play opportunities and formal equipment.

2.1 Natural Play Spaces - Local
The Council is proposing to build predominantly natural play spaces as part of its playground Construction programme in local areas. Natural Play can be defined as, ‘The freedom to access, explore and engage with the natural environment with the primary purpose of having fun’.

A natural play space is an area where children can play with natural elements such as sand, water, rocks, wood and living plants. There may also be some formal play items. 

Today, many children lack the time and opportunity to engage in natural unstructured play. Planned, adult-coordinated activities during and after school, as well as electronic games and television, limit a child's ability to engage in exploration and free expression. Research indicates that this ability, along with access to natural settings, is critical to children's development in every major way: intellectually, emotionally, sociallyand physically. Benefits of increased unstructured free play and access to natural areas include improved concentration & impulse control, emotional coping and stress reduction, stimulation of creativity, reduced symptoms with ADD and ADHD, and improved motor coordination.

Natural play spaces focus on creating settings to enable the type of play most important to our youngest children: social play (pretending) and constructive play (building).  Natural Playgrounds encourage children to use their imaginations while simultaneously experiencing the smells, textures and wonders of the natural world. Natural Playgrounds are typically very safe because they include few or no tall structures and no equipment with moving parts. In addition, natural Playgrounds can be relatively inexpensive to build by usingnatural materials and avoiding often costly catalogue structures.

3. Consultation Process
One of the lessons learned during the consultation process is that the process takes much longer than was originally anticipated and is not simply “a once only meeting” exercise.

The consultation process involved initial scoping with key players in each area including the Elected Members, Community Groups and Residents Associations.  These scoping exercises invariably lead to more than one meeting before the full consultation meeting. In virtually every case residents requested a design to be provided so that they could understand what exactly was being proposed. The requirement to have a design worked out is especially important where residents are opposed to the provision of traditional playgrounds due to a history of vandalism and anti social behaviour. It has to be clearly demonstrated how our proposals will address the specific site conditions in each given location.

In many cases the proposals have been accepted as they were natural play spaces rather than “playgrounds”.

After the issues of contention have been identified it is then possible to proceed to a full public consultation meeting and to which the Elected Members are also invited.  If the proposals are rejected at this stage there is no point in proceeding any further with the proposal. If the proposal is passed at the public meeting it still cannot be taken for granted that the proposal will proceed. It has been our experience that residents who have not attended the public meetings often raise objections afterwards. This has lead to numerous follow-on meetings and design amendments.

The issue of anti social behaviour is a very real concern in virtually all parts of the County.  Residents in areas where anti social behaviour is not a major issue are concerned that a play space would attract it.  In other areas residents feel that it would increase the anti social behaviour levels. 

Following agreements with stakeholders each approved site has gone to tender. In each case the tender analysis has been done with the participation of local stakeholders. This gives people an appreciation of the issues involved and keeps local people involved in the decision making process. This has been a very successful procedure and it is proposed to continue it in subsequent years.

In order to expedite the 2015 programme it is proposed to commence consultation on this programme in November 2014 and after the Elected Members have been briefed on the current programme through the Area Committee meetings.

4. The Five Year Play Space Programme 2015 - 2018
A total of 10 sites throughout the county were included in the 2014 Play Space Programme.  Two other sites at Hermitage Park in Lucan and Ballycragh Park in Firhouse were separately funded by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. One site at Tymon Park (Tymon North side) is separately funded through the Council’s Capital Programme.

Of the 13 sites listed contracts have been issued for 8 sites, 1 site is out for tender, 1 is ready to go to tender and it was not possible to reach agreement on the remaining 3 sites.

The proposed play spaces for Lucan are shown in the table below. A review of progress in the 2014 programme is summarised at 4.1 below

	 4.1 Lucan
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Location
	Type
	Timescale 
	Update
	 

	Woodfarm Acres
	Local
	2014
	Substituted
	 

	Riversdale
	Local
	 
	As substitute for Woodfarm Acres
	 

	Griffeen Avenue
	Local
	2014
	Tender due on 28.10.14
	 

	Waterstown Park
	Regional
	2015
	Local support expressed
	 

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Regional
	2015
	 
	 

	Sarsfield Park, Lucan
	Local
	2015
	 
	 

	Ballyowen Park
	Neighbourhood
	2016
	 
	 

	Lucan Demesne
	Regional
	2016
	 
	 

	Finnstown
	Local
	2016
	 
	 

	Willsbrook Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017
	 
	 

	Hillcrest Estate Lucan
	Local
	2017
	 
	 

	Glenaulin Park, Palmerstown
	Neighbourhood
	2017
	 
	 

	Beechpark
	Local
	2018
	 
	 

	Hillcrest Estate Lucan
	Local
	2018
	 
	 

	Esker Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018
	 
	 

	Grange Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018
	 
	 


4.2 Summary of progress in 2014 in the Lucan Electoral Area
Woodfarm Acres – No agreement could be reached here and it was substituted with Riversdale. A contract has been issued for Riversdale and works are due to commence on 5th January.

The play space at Riversdale contains no play equipment but deals with the specific play needs of this community. The estate has very many small areas to play but it lacks a safe place for children to run freely and cycle their trikes in a traffic free environment. The proposed area contains a trike track, a labyrinth and small mounds for play. It is surrounded by a low fence and hedge and has a dog grid to keep animals out. It looks more like a garden than a playground and should be a great addition for children in the area.

Griffeen Valley Park extension- Tenders due back on 28th October. The proposed site has been discussed with the local residents associations and a natural play space will be provided. As the site is within one kilometre of Griffeen Playground the design brief asks for a playspace with minimal if any equipment. Tenderers have been asked to use the existing landscape as much as possible in creating opportunities for play. This is the first time a playspace in Ireland has had such a strong natural play brief and we are therefore expecting some very unique proposals.

Hermitage Park- Contract issued and works due to proceed November 2014.

The design of this playspace is based on the Esker Riada, after which the area is named. The Esker a glacial feature which stretches from Lucan to Athenry in Co Galway. It was the main road between the east and west of Ireland for millennia and crossed the Shannon at Clonmacnoise.

The esker is represented by a large earthen mound stretching through the play area. There area various ways to climb up and slide down and tunnel under this mound. At its centre is a tower representing the monastery at Clonmacnoise. There area boulders, logs, sand planting, a wheelchair trampoline and a very exciting rope swing feature. There has been a huge amount of local involvement in the project. It is a very unique play area and is much anticipated locally.

The following Motion in the name of Councillor G. O’Connell was taken in conjunction with the above item.

MOTION (14): Councillor G. O'Connell 


 Item ID: 41075 
PLANS FOR A PLAYSPACE FACILITY IN WATERSTOWN PARK

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole:-

"That this Committee requests the Chief Executive to bring forward costed plans for a facility in Waterstown Park that will provide a place where patrons, e.g. organised users, can meet to plan their activities, change their gear and avail of toilet facilities."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“Waterstown Park is situated in the Liffey Valley Park and provides a rich habitat for a wide range of flora and fauna. A total of 687 species were identified in the park as part of the Bio Blitz study which was conducted in May 2011. Maintaining this diverse habitat is important and active recreational pursuits in the park are facilitated having regard to the management of the park and the range of habitats.

The active recreation activities that do occur in the park include walking, cycling and the use of the fitness equipment. On occasions, organisations, clubs or groups approach the Council requesting permission to use the park for more active pursuits. An example of this would be the Craic Assault Course which took place in the park in 2011. Where permission is granted organising groups are responsible for the welfare of their patrons. Planning for such events generally takes place elsewhere supplemented by on site meetings where required to discuss and agree specific details.

Given the unique setting of the park in the Liffey Valley, its importance in terms of biodiversity and the absence of any formal organised recreational facilities which would require changing / toilet facilities, for example, football pitches, there are no plans or proposals to provide such a facility for occasional use by groups using Waterstown Park.”

Following contributions form Councillors G. O’Connell, L. O’Toole, P. Gogarty, D. O’Brien and V. Casserly, Mr. Hannon responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED.
L/487/14 DERELICT SITES

HEADED ITEM (19): Helen Griffin 



 Item ID: 41138 
Ms M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, presented the following report:-
“UPDATE ON DERELICT SITES
 Legal Basis:
In accordance with Section 3 of the Derelict Sites Act, l990a derelict site is defined as:

Any land which detracts, or is likely to detract, to a material degree from the amenity, character or appearance of land in the neighbourhood of the land in question because of –
(a) the existence on the land in question of structures which are in a ruinous, derelict or dangerous condition, or
(b) the neglected, unsightly or objectionable condition of the land or any structures on the land in question or,
(c) the presence, deposit or collection on the land in question of any litter, rubbish, debris or waste, except where the presence, deposit or collection of such litter, rubbish, debris or waste results from the exercise of a right conferred by statute or by common law.
In order to eliminate/abate dereliction the Council has and continues to rely on the following provisions of the Derelict Sites Act:-

· Section 11 

· Section 8 (2) 

· Section 8 (7)  

A Section 11 Notice is served where in the opinion of a local authority it is necessary to do so, in  order to prevent land situate in their functional area from becoming or continuing to be a derelict site,

A notice under this section becomes effective after the expiration of fourteen days from the date of service of the notice, and 

· specifies the measures which the local authority (or the Minister, as the  case may be) consider to be necessary in order to prevent the land from becoming or continuing to be a derelict site, 

· direct the person on whom the notice is being served to take such measures as may be specified in the notice, and 

· specify a period (being not less than one month from the effective date of the notice) within which such measures are to be taken 

A Section 8(2) Notice is served by the Local Authority on the owner and occupier (where they can be ascertained by reasonable enquiry) before making any entry on the register in relation to any land advising of their intention to make such entry.  The Local Authority provides opportunity, and shall consider any representations any owner or occupier may make in writing within such period as may be specified in the notice, and may either make the entry or not as they think proper having regard to such representations.

A Section 8 (7) Notice is served by the Local Authority on the owner and occupier of a site where there is failure by the owner / occupier to respond to a Section 8 (2) Notice and where the owner / occupier has failed to take steps to render the site non derelict, advising that an entry has been made in the register.

Process:
The process for initiating procedure under the Derelict Sites Act is lengthy.

The Council's Enforcement and Licensing Section undertakes a number of standard checks when investigating derelict sites which come to our attention through representations from elected members, the general public and general observation. 

These checks include:

· Site inspection , taking photos and documenting condition of site 

· Folio check to establish ownership and 

· Planning check to establish the planning history on the property/site in question    

An in-house "App" has been developed to aid with site inspection reporting and all sites that are being investigated are currently being mapped.

Planning Permission: Where a site, subject to investigation under the Act, has the benefit of planning permission, contact is made with the owner to establish his/her intentions in relation to the development of the site with a view to generating a positive response where action will be taken by the owner to commence development of the site so as to abate the dereliction.  

Planning Application: Where a site under investigation is the subject of a current planning application, the site will be monitored pending the decision of the Planning Authority and if / where a grant of planning permission issues, the owner of the site will be asked to confirm his intentions for the development of the site and to provide a timeframe for commencement of development. 

For Sale: Where a site under investigation is placed on the market for sale, close contact is maintained by the Council's Enforcement and Licensing staff with the Auctioneer/Agent so as to ensure accuracy/currency of information and to ensure that appropriate enforcement action is taken under the Act. In some cases, it is considered appropriate to refrain from enforcement action in the short term in order not to frustrate any potential sale.

Challenges:
Timeframes: Enforcement and Licensing is conscious that it can appear that undue time is allowed to elapse without enforcement action being taken. However, it should be noted that as a consequence of the timeframes prescribed in the Act, the process is generally protracted with provisions in the Act relating to the time that must be allowed to elapse before a Notice takes effect.  Time must be allowed for compliance with Notices,  time must be allowed for the making of representations, and time must be allowed by the local authority to give due consideration to any representations and be reasonable in all of its actions.

The Council also uses the provisions of Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act l964 and the office of the Environmental Health Officers under the Public Health (Ireland) Act l878.    Provisions of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act l964 are used where it is considered that a risk to the public is found to exist in certain sites/properties. The Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878 is used when a Public Nuisance is found to exist on site.  Both of these acts also prescribe timeframes which must be adhered to and which in some cases prolong the investigation and enforcement process.

Economic Downturn: Experience has shown that due to the downturn in the economy a number of commercial / development sites currently under investigation have gone into liquidation, or have been placed in receivership, and this often delays the initiation of appropriate enforcement action.

Problems have also presented in establishing the current owner of residential property particularly where the property has been abandoned, and difficulties have been encountered in establishing the current whereabouts of the owner(s).

Unique: In a number of cases, the Council has discovered some very unique and difficult circumstances pertaining to the owners of sites/properties, which require a patient and sensitive approach.

Summary:
The attached Countywide Summary Report (Spreadsheet) outlines an overview position in relation to Derelict Sites within the County with activity to date reflecting the Council's commitment to actively pursuing all powers available to the local authority to rid dereliction. 

Of the 106 countywide files investigated between 1st September 2013 and 31st July 2014, 26 have been "closed" for reasons such as the site/property was found to be neither derelict or at risk of becoming derelict, or remedial works were undertaken to abate the dereliction.

Very positive outcomes have been achieved in a number of cases such as Chapel Hill, 1 -4 Esker Place, Coolamber House and site between FForester Place and Mount Bellew Way.

The attached Pictorial Report provides a snapshot of activity on some of the 9 sites specific to the Lucan Electoral Areas.

OVERVIEW
PHOTOGRAPHS
The report was NOTED.
L/488/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (20): Public Realm 



 Item ID: 41061 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/489/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (10): Public Realm 


 Item ID: 41062 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading
L/490/14 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS –ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN WILLSBROOK PARK
MOTION (12): 







Item ID: 41095 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor G.O’Connell:-  
Cathaoirleach's Business

"That the Chief Executive, in responding to an upsurge of complaints from neighbouring estates in recent days about antisocial behaviour in Willsbrook Park in the run up to Halloween, with people with small children being verbally abused while out for a walk, an increase in broken bottles and general intimidation, bins being ransacked for bonfires etc; and noting that there were serious assaults some years ago when the issue was let get out of hand; reviews its policy and operation to further discourage such behaviour; investigates a capital investment to close off the park during hours of darkness whilst retaining a narrow access between Esker Lane and Esker Park via the pedestrian bridge; investigates CCTV installation as an option and gives a costed report in this regard; and liaises with An Garda Siochana to seek additional visible patrols, especially the very effective Garda Mountain Bike Units; and if he will make a statement on the matter.”
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
The Council is not aware of any particular upsurge in anti-social behaviour in Willsbrook Park or any recent assaults. However, the Gardaí have advised that they have recently put a night time patrol in place in this area on an on going basis. The Council will discuss the issues raised with the Gardaí and possible measures that can be taken to support the policing of the park. 

The following Motion in the name of Councillor P. Gogarty was taken in conjunction with the above item

MOTION (17): Councillor P. Gogarty  



Item ID: 41094 
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN HERMITAGE PARK

It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor V. Casserly:- 

"That this Council, in responding to an upsurge of complaints about antisocial behaviour, including drug taking in Hermitage Park, in plain view of houses facing onto the Park in Ballyowen and Hermitage estates; reviews its policy and operation within existing opening hours and resources to further discourage such behaviour; and liaises with An Garda Siochana to seek additional visible patrols at evening times and especially during the summer months, especially the very effective Garda Mountain Bike Units."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“The Council is not aware of any particular upsurge in anti-social behaviour in Hermitage Park or drug taking. However, the Gardaí have advised that an increase in anti social activities tend to coincide with the summer months and in response they have put an extra patrol in place in the Lucan area. The Council will discuss the issues raised with the Gardaí and possible measures that can be taken to support the policing of the park.” 

Following a contribution from Councillor P. Gogarty the reports were NOTED.
L/491/14 INVITATION TO LIFFEY VALLEY PARK ALLIANCE TO MAKE PRESENTATION ON PROPOSALS TO ENHANCE THE LIFFEY VALLEY
MOTION (13):







 Item ID: 40661 

It was proposed by Councillor D. O'Brien, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty:-  
"That this Committee agrees to invite the Liffey Valley Park Alliance to make a presentation on their proposals for the enhancement of the natural amenity of the Liffey Valley at the next Lucan Area Committee so that all Councillors are appraised of the views and work of this campaign alliance."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“If the motion is passed, an invitation will be extended to the Liffey Valley Alliance to attend a future meeting of the Lucan Area Committee to make a presentation of their proposals.” 

The motion was AGREED.
L/492/14 REQUEST FOR ‘BIO DEGRADABLE MITTS’ IN PARKS IN THE LUCAN AREA
MOTION (15): 







Item ID: 41088 

It was proposed by Councillor E. O'Brien, seconded by Councillor L. O’Toole:-  
"That the Chief Executive provide for the installation of "bio degradable mitts" to provide for a reduction in incidences of dog fouling in parks in the Lucan Area." 
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“In general, under Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, where faeces has been deposited by a dog in any place to which the section applies, the person in charge of the dog shall immediately remove the faeces and shall ensure that it is properly disposed of in a suitable sanitary manner. It is a matter for dog owners to make their own arrangements to ensure they comply with the requirements of the Act. The Council provides approximately 650 litter bins across the county, both on street and in parks, which accept general litter as well as dog waste.

The Green Dog Walkers programme was launched in 2013. Green Dog Walkers (GDW) is a regional programme involving South Dublin County Council, Dun Laoghaire- Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council, Meath County Council and Wicklow County Council.  The Green Dog Walkers programme is a non-confrontational, friendly way to change people's attitudes about dog fouling.  It is a community based scheme where volunteers in the community can adopt and promote in their own area.  Members of the public can apply through Social Credits at www.socialcredits.ie
Volunteers who become Green Dog Walkers are provided with an armband and bone shaped dog dispenser and commit to the following:

· clean up after their dog 

· wear the armband or put the Green Dog Walkers collar on their dog when walking 

· carry extra dog waste bags 

· be happy to be approached to 'lend' a dog waste bag to those without 

· be a friendly reminder to other dog walkers to clean up after their dogs 

Since the launch of the scheme in 2013, over three hundred people have signed up to become Green Dog Walkers in South Dublin County.”

It was AGREED to take the following motion in the name of Councillor L. O’Toole in conjunction with this item.

REQUEST FOR LITTER BINS IN WILLSBROOK PARK, BALLYOWEN/HERMITAGE PARK AND GRIFFEEN PARK
MOTION (16): 







Item ID: 41122 

It was proposed by Councillor L. O'Toole, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:-

"That this Committee, noting the demands from the public, requests SDCC to install litter bins at Willsbrook Park, Ballyowen/Hermitage Park and Griffeen Park entrances/exits to facilitate the disposal of dog litter and general pedestrian waste.  Having access to bins should prevent littering and it could encourage civic minded pedestrians to pick up and dispose of other persons litter."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:-
“In general, under Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, where faeces has been deposited by a dog in any place to which the section applies, the person in charge of the dog shall immediately remove the faeces and shall ensure that it is properly disposed of in a suitable sanitary manner. It is a matter for dog owners to make their own arrangements to ensure they comply with the requirements of the Act. The Council provides approximately 650 litter bins across the county, both on street and in parks, which accept general litter as well as dog waste.

The provision of litter bins on street is related to the presence of significant litter generators such as shops in the immediate area. In relation to the provision of litter bins in public parks, this is largely confined to the major parks where people may be some considerable distance from on street bins. Litter bins are generally not provided in residential areas or in parks surrounded by housing as they are prone to illegal dumping of waste. This is consistent with the polluter pays principal because local parks contain no litter generators. It would be expected that dog walkers clean up after their dog when out on a public street or in a local park and either place the waste in a public bin where provided or dispose of the waste through their own bin at home.

The Green Dog Walkers programme was launched in 2013. Green Dog Walkers (GDW) is a regional programme involving South Dublin County Council, Dun Laoghaire- Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council, Meath County Council and Wicklow County Council.  The Green Dog Walkers programme is a non-confrontational, friendly way to change people's attitudes about dog fouling.  It is a community based scheme where volunteers in the community can adopt and promote in their own area.  Members of the public can apply through Social Credits at www.socialcredits.ie
Volunteers who become Green Dog Walkers are provided with an armband and bone shaped dog dispenser and commit to the following:

· clean up after their dog 

· wear the armband or put the Green Dog Walkers collar on their dog when walking 

· carry extra dog waste bags 

· be happy to be approached to 'lend' a dog waste bag to those without 

· be a friendly reminder to other dog walkers to clean up after their dogs 

Since the launch of the scheme in 2013, over three hundred people have signed up to become Green Dog Walkers in South Dublin County.

There are no litter bins provided in Willsbrook Park and there are no proposals to provide any at present for the reasons outlined above. However, there is one litter bin on street outside the park on Bewley Avenue. The area around Willsbrook Park will be examined to identify any further locations where an on street bin might be warranted.

There are two bins in Hermitage Park located at the pedestrian entrances from Ballyowen and Hermitage Estates. It is proposed to install an additional bin in the vicinity of the proposed playground site. The bin is currently on order and delivery is expected before the end of the month following which arrangements will be made to have it installed.

There are nine litter bins located through Griffeen Valley Park, two of which are located in the vicinity of the off leash area. It is not proposed to provide any additional bins in the park at the present time as there is evidence that the bins are being used for the disposal of domestic waste.”
Following contributions from Councillors E. O’Brien and L. O’Toole, Mr. B. Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED.
The meeting concluded at 6.05pm.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

      An Cathaoirleach  
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