COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of the South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 
13th October 2014
PRESENT

	Councillors
	
	Councillors

	Bonner, B.
	
	Kenny, G.

	Brophy, C.
	
	King, C.

	Cassserly, V.
	
	Lahart, J.

	Coules, N.
	
	Lavelle, W.
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	O’Brien, E.
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	Gogarty, P.
	
	O’Connor, C.

	Graham, J.
	
	O’Donovan, D.

	Higgins, E. 
	
	O’Toole, L.

	Holland, S.
	
	Richardson, D.

	Kearns, P.
	
	Timmons, F.

	
	
	Warfield, F.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Chief Executive
	D. McLoughlin

	Directors / Heads of Function
	L. Maxwell, C. Henehan, F. Nevin, 

T. Walsh, E. Taaffe, B. Coman

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officer
	L. Leonard 

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, E. Leech

	A/Staff Officer
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	M. Twynham Muldoon


The Mayor, Councillor F. Warfield, presided.  
An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor B. Ferron.
H1/1014

CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 22nd September 2014 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin.
H2a)/1014
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 17th SEPTEMBER 2014
- DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANT), PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS (1 REPORT - ARTS GRANTS), CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT 
(i)  Clondalkin Community Grant
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2211
	Monastery Estate Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	10/03/14
	€400


It was proposed by Councillor E. Ó’Broin, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and RESOLVED
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report”.

 

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, seconded by Councillor J. Graham and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee - 17th September 2014 - Housing, Social and Community Development Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
(ii)  Clondalkin Arts Grants
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	 Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application - Grant
	Date Received  
	Amount

	AGF 810
	Headway
	For photography classes for people with brain injury
	 
	€650

	AGF812
	Gaelscoil na Camoige
	For a week long activity of arts
	14/5/2014
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor E. Ó’Broin and seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report”.

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, seconded by Councillor J. Graham and RESOLVED: 
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee - 17th September 2014 - Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development Directorate be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2b)/1014
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 23rd SEPTEMBER 2014 - DEALING WITH PUBLIC REALM, WATER & DRAINAGE, HOUSING,  COMMUNITY, PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, LIBRARIES & ARTS, CORPORATE SUPPORT, PERFORMANCE & CHANGE MANAGEMENT
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3/1014
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE 


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H4/1014
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES


It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/1014
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q41 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Q1/1014
GRANTS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask that the Chief Executive provide a report on Mobility and Housing adaptation grants - to include applications received, completed works and finance available for those applicants that have received approval?


REPLY:
The Department of Environment, Community & Local Government notified SDCC by letter dated the 16th January, 2014, of a capital allocation in the sum of €1,667,043 in respect of the following private housing grants:

Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability – HAGS;

Mobility Aids Housing Grant – MAGS;

Housing Aid for Older People – HOPS.  
80% (€1,333,634) of this allocation is recoupable from the Department with the balance (€333,409) funded from the Council's revenue resources.

Expenditure, including commitments, in respect of approved applications as at end of September, 2014 is €1,392,545.19. This relates to 105 no.  grants paid and 95 no.  grants approved but not yet paid out to applicants.

The total no. of application on hand unapproved to date is

HAGS – 20

MAGS – 10

HOPS - 17 
Q2/1014
ST. JOHN OF GODS COOKSTOWN WAY
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine 
Can the Chief Executive update members regarding vacant units - in particular those units managed by St John Gods within the Respond development - Springfield?
REPLY:
The St John of Gods Housing Association units within the Springfield Development were provided to cater for applicants over 55 or have some form of disability. To date they have filled their 21 x 1 bed units in Tessa House, Cookstown Way.  However they have 6 x 6 (1 bed) units that were originally designed with a view to placing groups of older people in a congregated setting along with a carer. The design of units is no longer an applicable method of living and are not conducive to any type of family or shared tenancy grouping as the bedrooms are extremely small. The units will, therefore, have to be re-configured according to the needs of people who may be suitable for this type of setting.  
At present 5 people with a one bed need and 4 groupings with a 2 bed need are being considered for nomination.  St John of Gods have requested that all nominations are accompanied by a care plan outlining  the level of support that would be provided by local services if a person was to be offered a unit in Tessa House. This information is currently being gathered from the various services engaged with the applicants.  On receipt of the information further discussions will be held with the SJOG with a view to them reconfiguring the units to accommodate the groupings. 

At present St John of Gods are not open to taking families with children, as they feel that this could have an impact on their tenants in the 21 units. This means that only family groupings containing adults only can be considered. On this basis discussions are also ongoing in relation to their use as part of the strategy for the re-housing of people who are exiting congregated settings within the County.
Q3/1014
DERELICT / VACANT SITES
QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Chief Executive for a time frame of response and action - if deemed appropriate - for members representations regarding derelict/vacant sites?
REPLY:
The Enforcement and Licensing Section endeavours to respond to all representations from the elected members within the agreed timeframe of ten working days.

All reports of dereliction or abandonment are referred to the Architectural Services Department for inspection. Enforcement action, where deemed appropriate, is taken on foot of that inspection report, as quickly as possible.

Where a site is found to be non-derelict but at risk of becoming derelict, a statutory notice, pursuant to Section 11 of the Derelict Sites Act 1990 (the Act), is served on the registered owner requiring that works specified in the Notice are carried out within a period specified by the Council, which cannot be less than one month in accordance with the Act, from the expiration of fourteen days from the date of service of the Notice.

Where a site is found to be derelict, a statutory notice, pursuant to Section 8 (2) of the Act, is served on the registered owner advising them of the Council’s intention to enter the particulars of the site on the Derelict Sites Register and allowing a reasonable period of time for the making of representations, in accordance with the Act. The Council, having considered any such representation, will have the site re-inspected and decide whether the site should be entered on the Register. Where a decision is taken to enter the particulars of a site on the Register, a statutory notice pursuant to Section 8 (7) of the Act is served on the owner, advising them of the entry. 

There can be delays in establishing ownership of a site/property, particularly over the past couple of years where numerous properties have been abandoned and loans have become dysfunctional. It can be a very protracted process where a bank has begun proceedings to repossess a property, a loan has been taken over by NAMA or banks have applied to have assets placed in receivership. In other cases, it has proven very difficult to establish the current location of the registered owner of a site/property or very difficult personal circumstances have pertained, which have to be handled very sensitively. 

A comprehensive report on derelict sites will be presented to the October Area Committee Meetings as a Headed Item.

 Q4/1014
APPARTMENTS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine

To ask that the Chief Executive provide a report on the total amount of Apartments developed within the county over the past decade and to include those that remain unfinished/unoccupied?
REPLY:
There were approximately 4,500 apartments constructed in South Dublin between 2000 and 2014.  This is 4.6% of the total housing stock of 98,000 units.  There are currently approximately 855 apartments on site at various stages of construction.
Q5/1014
ADDITIONAL CATEGORY ON MEMBERS NET

QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff

Would the Chief Executive please indicate if it is possible to add an additional Category on Members Net regarding Window and Door replacement instead of the universal Maintenance Requests?
REPLY:
Yes, this is possible and the work to provide this additional category will be scheduled as soon as possible.
Q6/1014
GRASS CUTTING 

QUESTION:
Councillor P. Foley

The grass cutting programme in place this Summer has been a dramatic improvement from previous summers and the management are to be commended for that. While the frequency of grass cutting has much improved the grass is still not being cut very short. To ask the Chief Executive, is there a reason for this?

I understand we only have a short time left in the grass cutting season for this year but would it be possible that next year the grass be cut tighter? 
REPLY:
Grass cutting heights can be varied depending on the use of the area, the frequency of cut and the time of the year. For example, the grass cutting height for playing fields is set to allow for the extra wear and tear that arises from the playing of games. Grass that is routinely cut too short can be weakened and is more prone to wear and tear and the effects of drought. 

The grass cutting season for this year is coming to an end and a review of the operation will be undertaken in advance of the 2015 season to identify areas where the service can be improved, in particular in terms of frequency and standard of cut.  While the cut height on the large tractor mowers used by the Public Realm Maintenance Section is pre-set in the Council's mechanical depot and therefore does not vary, the height of cut on the ride-on mowers in use is at the discretion of the operator and therefore can vary considerably from one operator to another.  This matter will be examined in detail in an effort to remove any inconsistencies that may exist at present.

The public realm section has developed a set of standards which it aims to achieve in it's grass cutting operation, the acceptable standards prescribed can be achieved by adhering to the correct combination of the frequency of cut and the height of the cut.  It is proposed that these will be monitored closely in the new year to ensure that a consistently high standard is maintained in this regard.

Q7/1014
TRAFFIC CALMING 

QUESTION: Councillor P. Gogarty

To ask the Chief Executive to report on the estimated cost of reinstating funding for traffic calming measures for three roads and three estates in each electoral area in this year's budget; and if he will make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
The Council provided a sum of €350,000 as part of the capital programme for this purpose in 2014 in County as a whole which means a total of €58000 in each of the 6 electoral areas of the County. To date a total of some €138000 has been spent across the County on ramps and pedestrian facilities at agreed priority and safety locations. Members in each area have been requested to supply additional locations for ramps with the priority agreed by local area committee.
Q8/1014
CLONBURRIS SDZ AND LAP


QUESTION: Councillor P. Gogarty

To ask the Chief Executive if any response has been forthcoming as of yet from the Minister for the Environment regarding the request by the Council to amalgamate the Clonburris SDZ and LAP lands into one larger SDZ; and if he will make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
There has not been a response from the Minister for the Environment to date. 
Q9/1014
DEVELOPMENT PLAN



QUESTION: Councillor: P. Gogarty 

To ask the Chief Executive to outline the provisional dates for public display and consultation periods for the upcoming Development Plan process; and if he will make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
The current stage of the County Development Plan process concludes with the deadline for pre-draft submissions on 31st October next.  As this stage of the process commenced on 5th September, the legislative requirement is for a Report on submissions received, to be made to elected members within 16 weeks of 5th September.  It is aimed to provide this Report prior to Christmas, during the third week of December.

The elected members then have 10 weeks to consider the Report, during which time they may give direction in relation to the preparation of the draft Plan.  It is expected that this would be concluded by mid-late February 2015.  There is then a period of 12 weeks to prepare the Draft Plan, which takes the process to May 2015.  The elected members then have 8 weeks to consider and amend the draft Plan, which will run to early July.

There is then a further period of up to two weeks, before the Draft Plan is then displayed in public for not less than 10 weeks.  It is expected that the period of display and consultation on the draft Plan will be late summer and early autumn 2015.
Q10/1014
SUNDAY CLEANING
QUESTION: Councillor: W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive to present a report on the operation, since its reintroduction, of the weekend village cleansing service?
REPLY:
The provision of a cleaning and litter bin service on Sunday mornings resumed on July 20th.  The service is provided in the village centres of Lucan, Clondalkin, Palmerstown, Rathcoole, Rathfarnham, Templeogue and Tallaght as well as the area around Walkinstown Roundabout.  In addition to cleaning the litter bins in the same village centre areas are also serviced.  These services are provided by a total of 15 staff and 2 supervisors each Sunday morning.  Estimated total cost for the provision of the service over a full year is approximately €150,000. The Sunday morning cleaning service has operated without report of any difficulty to date.
Q11/1014
BEAUTIFUL SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY
QUESTION: Cllr W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive if the 'Beautiful South Dublin' & Community Awards will be presented before the end of 2014; and if he would agree to include an award (including monetary prize) for the Tidy Towns group who receives the highest score in the County given the cessation of the South Dublin county award and prize in the National Tidy Towns competition?
REPLY:
In 2012 the Beautiful South Dublin County Awards were amalgamated with the Community Awards Scheme. An awards ceremony took place in the Civic Theatre in September 2012. A Community Awards scheme is not planned for 2014. Tidy Towns groups in the County are supported through a budgetary provision and projects in the Villages Initiative. A Tidy Towns network meeting is taking place in the next week, the 2014 results will be reviewed and future plans will be discussed.
Q12/1014
CYCLING FORUM / OFFICE

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive if there are any plans to establish the post of Cycling Officer and/or to establish a Cycling Forum in the County.
REPLY:

The Senior Executive Officer, Land Use Planning and Transportation is the designated Cycling Officer for South Dublin County Council. An item on the establishment of a Cycling Forum will be brought to the first meeting of the Transportation SPC for discussion.
Q13/1014
LITTER BINS IN PARKS

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive to install bins in parks where there are currently no bins; particularly in light of the decision of the Council to install signs at some of these parks urging dog-owners to dispose of dog litter in bins?
REPLY:
The Council provides a litter collection service across the county through a network of approximately 650 litter bins. The majority of these litter bins are located on street with approximately 10% located within the major parks, for example, beside playgrounds and the 'off leash' areas for dogs, where they have been provided. All litter bins are available for the disposal of dog waste. 

Most recently the four Dublin Local Authorities joined forces over the summer to urge dog owners to leave only their paw prints behind after taking their dog for walks. As part of this initiative, Anti - Dog Fouling signs are being erected around the county at various locations including entrances to public parks. It is expected that 500 of these signs will be in place throughout the county.

It is not considered necessary to provide litter bins in every public park. The majority of the Council's public parks are located in the residential areas they are intended to serve, typically within a five to ten minute walk of the surrounding housing. These parks are not litter generators as there are no litter generating activities taking place within them. The litter that arises in these parks is mainly as a result of people bringing in material that becomes litter, such as food and drink containers and dog waste which arises as a result of dog owners failing to clean up after their dog. 

In order to optimise the use of litter bins, they are provided on street near bus stops and busy pedestrian routes which in some cases includes the vicinity of park entrances. As dog walking can take place at any time of day or night, on street bins are available for use at any time while a bin in a public park is only available for use during park opening hours. Alternatively, the public can dispose of bagged dog waste through their own bin service. It is considered that this approach is consistent with the "polluter pays" principle.

If there are any specific parks that the Councillor would like examined for litter bin provision, details should be provided to the Public Realm Section for consideration.
Q14/1014
TIDY TOWNS


QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Chief Executive to provide a detailed update on the structures, supports and funding in place to support local Tidy Towns groups; and to outline what plans are in place to disperse unallocated Tidy Towns funding from the 2014 budget? 

REPLY:
The Council supports the Tidy Towns and acknowledges the significant increase of all the groups in the results of the 2014 competition.  The Council will continue to support the groups across all departments - Environment, Water & Climate Change, Transpotation, Community Libraries, Architects. Supports include Public realm - Community clean-ups, Bulbs not Bonfires, Green Dog Walking, Anti litter initiatives, 3 year planning workshops, public meetings, liaison with other Tidy Town groups in other counties, Local history studies, village improvement initiatives and funding.

A network meeting has been arranged with the Tidy Towns groups on Monday 13th October where it is proposed to examine the individual reports in conjunction with each group with a view to identifying measures which could be implemented with the support of this Council in 2015 to improve the respective performances in future years.

The remaining 2014 Tidy Towns budget will be discussed at the Network meeting with a view to project allocation funding.
 Q15/1014
NON DOMESTIC WATER CHARGE


QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy

To ask the Chief Executive to give the charge levied to Industry and Agriculture per '000 litres of water used and per '000 of effluent dumped? 

REPLY:
Irish Water has requested South Dublin County Council to continue to collect water charges on their behalf from non-Domestic customers at 2013 rates until further notice.

SDCC charges non-Domestic customers a combined rate of €1.93 per 1,000 litres of water used and effluent discharged to the main sewer.

The combined charge covers both water supplied and effluent discharge.
 Q16/1014
LITTER BINS 

QUESTION: Councillor E. O’Brien

To ask the Chief Executive for the current average frequency of emptying of litter bins in public parks and highways in the County?
REPLY:
Litter bins in high usage areas are emptied daily while those in lower usage areas are emptied as required, and this can be twice or three times weekly.  All street litter bins in the County are inspected daily to determine if the bin needs to be emptied on that day, if it is found that there is sufficient capacity remaining in the bin then it will be left and serviced on the following or subsequent day.  Litter bins in village centre areas are now emptied on Sunday mornings, in addition to the normal Monday to Friday service.  Litter bins in public parks are emptied either twice or three times weekly, as the need determines.
Q17/1014
QBC’S
QUESTION: E. O’Brien

To ask the Chief Executive to detail the number (if any) of Quality Bus Corridors marked on roads within the county which are currently not in use?
REPLY:
Bus corridors are provided to improve the public transport provision in congested locations particularly at peak times.
All of the bus corridors in the County are in use by public transport providers to varying degrees. The corridors are used by both public and private bus operators as well as Taxi's, hackneys and cyclists.  The busiest corridor is on the Lucan by pass and one of the lesser used ones is along the Grange Castle Road between the Naas Road and Adamstown roundabout, however the traffic flow here is such that there is no interference with traffic and would have been required as a hard shoulder in any event for this busy dual carriage way.
Q18/1014
INSURANCE FOR PARKS

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the Policy in relation to the use of Council Public Parks by groups who come together in a voluntary way to support each other in outdoor health exercises such as walking and jogging and in particular to explain why such groups should be required (if they are) to indemnify the Council by taking out Insurance cover and to make a general statement on the use of our Parks, their facilities (e.g. outdoor gyms and skateboarding) by members of the Public?
REPLY:
Where a club has a Licence to use an area in any of the Council Parks, the club is obliged under their Licence Agreement to provide proof of public liability insurance.

A draft policy to clarify the requirements in respect of all other types of groups using the Council's Parks will be brought to the Environment SPC for consideration at the earliest opportunity.
Q19/1014
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NETWORK
QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the consultative PPN process and to include in the report details such as the number that attended the briefing, the issues raised at it, the number of queries that followed and the number of organisations that responded and that subsequently registered, and to comment on the process?
REPLY:
The former minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, Phil Hogan established a working group, in September 2013 under the chairmanship of Fr. Sean Healy which proposed a new mechanism to enable the community and voluntary and environmental sectors take an active formal role in the policy making of the Local Authority.  This group consulted with various stakeholders and reported to the Minister.  This report is available at: http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Community/CommunityVoluntarySupports/FileDownLoad,36779,en.pdf
Following consideration of this report the Minister advised all Local Authorities to develop Public Participation Networks (PPN). South Dublin County Council met with the two organisations in this County (Community Platform and Community Forum) which represent the Community and Voluntary Sector and worked with them to find the best way to introduce this new framework in this County.   

An information meeting was held on 10th September 2014 and approximately 130 people attended to explain the new Public Participation Network (PPN) that is being set up in South Dublin County.  The PPN's are being set up nationally and guidance is being given by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government.  Some of those present at the briefing expressed their dissatisfaction with the establishment of these new PPN's due to the lack of consultation nationally while others welcomed the new structures.  The Community Platform, who had worked with the Council in preparing for the information meeting, felt they could no longer support the establishment of the PPN as they considered it was diluting the social inclusion voice which they represent. The concerns raised at the meeting were conveyed to the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government. 

As advised by the Department and the guidelines issued notices were placed in local papers inviting community groups to register and application forms have been circulated.  The PPN structure allows for community and voluntary organisations to register under one of three colleges:  Community, Social Inclusion and Environment. The PPN is a flat structure without a board, providing equal voice, choice and representation to all interested groups. It also provides for strong two way lines of communication supported by administration staff.

Groups are encouraged to register before 10th October and only those registered at that stage will be eligible to nominate representatives to the various committees of the Council Including Strategic Policy Committees.  Completed application forms continue to be submitted. A first meeting of the Plenary which is the ruling body of the PPN which is made up of the registered groups will be held on 21st October 2014.

Registration is open until 10th October 2014.
Q20/1014
WATER METERS

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Chief Executive if it is aware of the concerns raised by members of the public into the “smart” water utility meters being fitted by Irish Water and what if any role does the Local Authority have in regulating the installation of Electromagnetic devices and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
Irish Water (IW) is the National Water Authority. Responsibility for the national meter installation programme rests with IW. All water installation work must comply with the requirements of IW.

Currently, Irish Water have indicated that they only have the resources to respond to motions/resolutions passed by the Full Council at their monthly meetings. It is not possible to provide responses to Council Questions from the 31 local authorities at their respective meetings.  Queries from individual councillors are dealt with via the dedicated Local Representative Support Desk which has been set up for this purpose.  For this reason, if a councillor wishes to progress a query, Irish Water advises him/her to submit same directly to the Local Representative Support Desk where it will be dealt with appropriately. This can be done via a dedicated elected member email localrepsupport@water.ie   or calling 1890 278 278 and asking for the Local Representative Support Desk.

Q21/1014
WATER METERS (TAMPERING)

QUESTION: Councillor G. O’Connell

To ask the Chief Executive if it is aware of concerns raised by members of the public about the apparent dangers to the private water supply of homes in this County due to possible “tampering” by third parties through the water meter system currently being fitted and to state what role, if any does the Local Authority have in this and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
Currently, Irish Water have indicated that they only have the resources to respond to motions/resolutions passed by the Full Council at their monthly meetings. It is not possible to provide responses to Council Questions from the 31 local authorities at their respective meetings. Queries from individual councillors are dealt with via the dedicated Local Representative Support Desk which has been set up for this purpose.  For this reason, if a councillor wishes to progress a query, Irish Water advises him/her to submit same directly to the Local Representative Support Desk where it will be dealt with appropriately. This can be done via a dedicated elected member email localrepsupport@water.ie   or calling 1890 278 278 and asking for the Local Representative Support Desk.
Q22/1014
ROAD MAINTENANCE


QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive if he would provide funding for a comprehensive Roads Maintenance Plan for this County which would

a) Eliminate impediments to traffic and danger to pedestrians arising from Overhanging Tree Limbs, brambles and other vegetation encroaching onto our roads and,

b) Audit and achieve proper routine and scheduled maintenance of all roadside drainage systems/water tables annually?
REPLY:
A) As the majority of trees and hedges form part of a property boundary, responsibility for maintenance of this rests with the property owner/occupier. However, Roads Department operate a hedge cutting programme which takes place in the Autumn of each year. Additionally, Roads staff monitor the condition of any overgrowth which may cause restrictions to sightlines or otherwise cause a threat to safety.

B) Routine maintenance of drainage gullies and water cuts is carried out by Roads Dept on an ongoing basis and Roads Inspectors ensure specific attention is paid to areas where flooding has been a problem in the past. Responsibility for culverts and river screens rests with the Environment Department who also carry out maintenance works on an ongoing basis.
Q23/1014
BLOCKED DRAINS / SEWAGE
QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor 
To ask the Chief Executive if he would detail the procedures to be used by members of the public who wish to report blocked drains/sewerage problems and would he also confirm what agency now carries out such work?
REPLY:
Irish Water is the National Water Utility responsible for the delivery of water and wastewater services to customers in Ireland.

Queries/complaints about water and wastewater related matters including blocked drains/sewerage problems should be addressed to Irish Water by any of the following means:

Web: www.water.ie

Twitter: @IrishWater

Tel: 1890 278 278 (LoCall)

Minicom: 1890 378 378 for hearing impaired customers with minicom equipment

Post: Irish Water, PO Box 860, South City Delivery Office,

Cork City.

Upon receipt, Irish Water will resolve the matter with the customer directly where possible and where required will issue a work order to the Local Authority to investigate and respond to Irish Water. After the Local Authority has carried out the work order requirement The Water Utility will then revert to the customer.
Q24/1014
HALLOWEEN
QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor


To ask the Chief Executive to detail the plans being made by the Council to protect open spaces throughout the county which will be at risk during the annual Halloween period and if he will also confirm what resources will be available to deal effectively with calls from the public concerned about bonfire material being stored in advance of Halloween night?

REPLY:
Illegal bonfires are an on-going feature of Halloween. Bonfires waste valuable Council resources in the removal and disposal of material. Communities also suffer from the social, economic and environmental cost.

In 2014, the Council will continue to promote and encourage a 'Safe Halloween'' with the objective of reducing injuries, environmental damage and the cost associated with this time of year.

A similar approach to that undertaken in 2013 (where there was an approximate reduction of 21% in the number of bonfires over 2012) will be undertaken this year. The campaign will focus on reducing the availability of material for bonfires through the targeting of suppliers of material used in bonfires, enforcement of litter legislation by waste and litter enforcement officers and the bonfire prevention campaigns such as Bulbs not Bonfires. 

Public Realm staff will continue to remove bonfire material in Parks and open spaces in the weeks prior to Halloween, priority will be given to the removal of materials in dangerous locations.
Q25/1014
SAFETY IN CEMETERIES
QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive if he would confirm that everything possible is being done to ensure the safety of members of the public visiting cemeteries throughout our County and if he will also detail contacts the Council regularly has with the Gardaí in respect of this issue?
REPLY:
The Council has not been made aware of any recent security issues in the Council's cemeteries.  Signs are displayed in the car parks of the cemeteries advising people to be careful of their personal possessions.  Should the member forward details of any particular issue, contact will be made with the local Garda station to request their assistance.

Q26/1014
CARERS



QUESTION: Councillor C. O’Connor

To ask the Chief Executive if he has had any contact from the Carers Association who are concerned that Local Councils would provide resources, services and supports for Family Carers who provide tremendous services in our Communities and will he also note the view of the Carers Association that all Local Authority policies and programs are Carer Proofed to consider their potential impact on family carers?
REPLY:
No contact has been received from the Carers Association, however should the question be approved the Social Inclusion Unit will contact the Association in regard to this matter.

Q27/1014
CUSTOMER CARE PLAN 

QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive what is the duty of care owed by SDCC to its customers?  What instructions do staff receive regarding answering queries and emails raised by the public?  How often do emails/phone calls go unanswered?  Are there plans to improve customer relations?

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council’s Customer Service Action Plan is based on the principle of serving the customer better. It sets out a framework for South Dublin County Council and the work of its Elected Members and staff. It is the Council’s Plan for a standard of excellence in public service which our citizens and customers deserve. The Plan seeks to better facilitate interaction between the Council and those we serve.

Customers can submit their queries to the council through a variety of platforms including:

 

Council Website/Social Media Pages 
Through our website www.sdcc.ie , customers can make an enquiry, a comment / suggestion or complaint about our operations; by contacting us online through the Customer Care section of our website or on our Social Media Platforms. If customers use the  Customer Contact Form, we aim to reply with an acknowledgment within 2 working days.  

Customers can forward their enquiry by email to info@sdublincoco.ie , 7,942emails were received since the 1st January 2014, at the time of writing this reply, 7,762 have been listed as closed off with 180 open: 142 overdue and 38 open and within time deadline.

 

Fix your street
Issues relating to the criteria below can be submitted directly to www.fixyourstreet.ie and we will reply with an acknowledgment through the Fix your street website to these reports within 2 working days.  Since January 2014, 2,731 queries have been received.

 • Road and footpath maintenance

• Litter and graffiti removal

• Drainage or leaks

• Tree and grass maintenance,
Customer Care Centres 
Customers can talk to us in person; we operate Customer Care Centres at County Hall, Tallaght and the Clondalkin Civic Centre. A dedicated team of staff are available to help members of the public with their enquiries. Usually we can deal with an enquiry without the need for onward referral. However, if the enquiry is of a specialised nature, we can of course arrange for customers to meet with appropriate staff.  Since January 2014 to present we have dealt with 22,642 customers at our customer care centres
Telephone 
A dedicated team of staff is available to answer telephone enquiries without onward referral. The contact telephone number for all our services is 01-4149000. The Council since January 2014 has received 122,490 incoming calls with 2.42% of calls dropped during this period; this figure is higher than in previous years due to Industrial Action throughout May and June and the high volume of calls generated by the Non Principal Private Residence deadline for registration at the end of August beginning of September 2014.

An emergency contact number is also available after hours and weekends. The number is 01 4574907.
Standards of Service
The standards of service outlined in our Customer Service Action Plan aim to insure that  whether your business is conducted in person, by e-mail, by telephone or by post the Council acknowledges that Customers are at all times entitled to be served:

· Without delay and in a polite manner 

· With due regard to privacy and confidentiality 

· By friendly and helpful staff 
 E-Mail / Web / Fix Your Street Enquires 
 We aim to
· Acknowledge immediately and issue a response within 2 working days. If this is not possible, we will state when we hope to be able to do so. We will also explain the reason for the delay 

· Write as clearly as possible 

· Only use technical terms where it is absolutely necessary 

· Ensure that all interactions give contact name and details 

· Respond in Irish to queries submitted in Irish 
 Telephone 
 We aim to: 
· Answer quickly and courteously 

· Provide the information required in a helpful manner 

· Deal with the enquiry without passing the call to another extension 

· Take your enquiry, e-mail address and telephone number and write or call back if the enquiry cannot be answered quickly 

· Indicate when you can expect to hear from us and arrange to call at a time, which is convenient to you 

· Give contact names in all telephone communications to ensure ease of ongoing transactions 

· Provide a voice mail service for staff who are out of their office 
Through all of the procedures and initiatives contained in our Customer Service Action Plan, we aim to empower and encourage our staff to deliver excellence in customer service delivery. However we acknowledge that sometimes the system may not function as well as expected and included in the plan we have an accessible, transparent and user-friendly customer complaints procedure for people who are dissatisfied with our quality of service. It is important that we learn from our mistakes and we quickly resolve difficulties and improve the services we offer by reviewing our business processes to ensure we enhance the customer’s experience of dealing with South Dublin County Council. We have a facility for our Citizens and Elected Members to provide comments or suggestions to help us improve our services by completing the Comment Form  on our webpage.
The current Customer Service Action Plan was drafted to reflect the Council’s commitment to customer service as outlined in our Corporate Plan 2010- 2014 and the plan will shortly be reviewed as part of the new Corporate Plan 2015- 2019 process in consultation with our citizens, elected members and staff.
Q28/1014
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH


QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan 

To ask the Chief Executive how many requests have SDCC received in the past three years for Neighborhood Watch signs, broken down by electoral area.  How long is the average wait time for the erection of Neighborhood Watch signs from initial application to actual installation?  How many estates are currently waiting on the erection of Neighborhood Watch signs, countywide?
REPLY:
The application process for the provision of neighbourhood watch signs commences with discussions between local residents and Community Gardai. A completed [Garda] application form is then submitted to the Council indicating the number and location of signs required. The application is brought to the next available Traffic Correspondence Meeting following which a technician checks the proposed locations for suitability etc and costs the provision of signs at. The relevant residents [association] are notified of cost, submit payment. Signs are then ordered and installed at the agreed locations.
In the last three years 12 applications have been received. There are currently three applications in progress [on agenda for October 16th TCM] of these 2 are for the Tallaght Central Area and 1 for Rathfarnham. In 2013 5 applications were received, 4 for the Templeogue-Terenure area and 1 for Rathfarnham. In 2012 1 application was in Clondalkin area, 2 in Templeogue Terenure and 2 in Rathfarnham. The average wait time would be 3 months.
Q29/1014
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NETWORK

QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive what is the position with community groups formed after the deadline for PPN membership?  How do they get involved going forward?
REPLY:
Existing Community Groups are requested to register before 10th October, 2014 in order to secure voting rights on the Plenary.  The Plenary is the ruling body of the Public Participation Network.  New and existing groups can register after this date but will not be eligible to vote until the year later.   They will however receive information, newsletters etc.  From the Public Participation Network.

If they wish to remain in the PPN they will have full membership from October 2015.
Q30/1014
SPEED LIMITS




QUESTION: Councillor D. O’Donovan

To ask the Chief Executive how many children have been injured in road traffic accidents within the county within the past five years.  How many of those accidents were in housing estates?  What is the speed limit in housing estates across the county and what constitutes a housing estate.  What is the scope for reducing the speed limit within housing estates? 

REPLY:
There is no breakdown of the number of children injured in road traffic collisions in South Dublin readily available however statistics are available on the RSA website from the year 2005 to 2012 these are reported on a full county basis and South Dublin is not considered separately. Analysis of vulnerable road users’ collisions (pedestrians and cyclist) during this period indicates that Dublin was in line with national figures, 1,365 serious and fatal collisions of which 26.6% (363) were in Dublin (27.7% of the National population). However it is also observed that in Dublin fatal collisions for vulnerable road users occurred in 21% of these collisions compared fatality incidence of 32% in such collisions nationally.

The default speed limit in a built up area is identified in legislation is 50 km/h and this applies to residential areas such as housing estates which have continuous frontage development. The speed limit bye laws currently in place in South Dublin County area provides for such a speed limit in the general built up area and higher speed limits on non-residential roads (where housing does not generally exit directly onto the road). There is provision legally to have a special speed limit of 30 km/h which is only recommended at specific locations. In South Dublin County Council area a 30 km/h speed limit applies at particular schools during school times where such a need exists particularly on the busier roads. It is not the norm at all schools and it is not certain that its provision in residential estates would necessarily produce the required reduction in speed. The control of speed in residential areas is better performed by the provision of traffic calming which has proved beneficial over the past 20 years.

Due to the many demands on the Council’s resources, the Council has only limited funding for the installation of traffic calming measures in 2014. The focus will be concentrating on spinal roads in residential areas. Discussions are taking place with the relevant Area Committees with a view to selecting four/five roads in each of the Council’s six electoral areas. As with previous traffic calming schemes, the selection of individual roads will be a matter for the relevant Area Committee. A number of such schemes have been provided in 2014
Q31/1014
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole

To ask the CEO to examine ways to improve the Public Consultation Process including better use of social media and examine ways to simplify the Public Consultation Process and to ensure better connections with local community organisations/groups?

REPLY:
The Council recognises that good communication between the local authority and the local community contributes greatly to the development of a vibrant local government system. In promoting good communication, the Council uses a variety of mechanisms including:
· Elected Members, as the individuals who are democratically elected by the local community, they play an essential role in providing feedback on council initiatives, polices and plans directly from the local community 

· Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) facilitate the participation of various interest groups in the local government policy making process 

· Local Community Development Committee ( LCDC )  

· Public Participation Network ( PPN)  

· Comhaire Na nOg ( Youth Council)  

· Public Advertisements in Local and National press  

· Advertising Campaigns  

· Council website www.sdcc.ie  

· E-consultation  

· E-surveys  

· Social Media- Facebook, Twitter and YouTube  

· Exhibitions and displays in Civic Buildings, Library and Community Centre Networks  

· Public Meetings  

· Press Releases 

Statutory/Non statutory consultation procedures exist for many types of projects i.e. capital schemes, new plans, polices and byelaws. The Council frequently goes beyond the minimum levels of consultation required and actively promotes any processes that are underway through traditional and non traditional means.

The Council actively seeks to encourage greater engagement and increase the numbers of citizens who participate in both statutory/non statutory consultation processes and avails of `opportunities to modernise and innovate in our communications methods where possible. The recently initiated process for Review of the County Development plan is an example (see below) of the variety of methods and innovations that can be applied to a major consultation process.

South Dublin County Council is shortly commencing the development of an External Communications and Marketing Plan. As part of this process the plan will include a review of engagement and consultation processes across the organisation to ensure that information is relevant, jargon free and accessible, improve mechanisms for communicating with the public and feedback to participants on how their contributions fed into decisions taken by the council.

Public consultation and engagement play an important role in promoting the ownership of public services and the modernisation and exploration of innovative new ways of engaging with the community to keep in touch with the needs of citizens will be key our approach to communications.

County Development Plan Review Process - – Pre Draft Public Consultation
The success of the next County Development Plan depends on the active participation of citizens, groups and bodies that are engaged in South Dublin County. In order to facilitate a collaborative review process, information is being provided in an accessible and engaging way with many opportunities for all citizens to engage and to input into the Plan making process.

· A dedicated web site has been developed to act as a ‘hub’ for information during all phases of the review process. 

· An online submissions system has been created to simplify and streamline the submissions process. 

· Information videos have been created to promote and represent the County and the Development Plan. 

· A pre-draft consultation booklet “A Vision for South Dublin’s Future” has been published through booklet and online formats. 

· Evening (5pm – 8pm) public information sessions are being hosted at 5 venues throughout the County during September and October. 

· Workshops have been arranged with community groups aimed at structuring discussion with a cross-section of the community regarding the key themes of the County Development Plan. 

· A high level stakeholder workshop will be held in October, the purpose of which is to facilitate a cross sector discussion in relation to the medium to long term future of South Dublin County 

· While the requirements of the statutory process are clearly defined, all stages of the process and events related to it will be promoted through national and local press and social media outlets of the Council 
Q32/1014
IRISH WATER AND RISK
QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole

To ask Chief Executive to request that Irish Water provide risk assessments and method statements for the installation of water meters to ensure that the risk of damage to private property is minimized due to water meter installation within South Dublin County Council area.
REPLY:
Irish Water (IW) is the National Water Authority. IW is responsible for the roll out of the national domestic metering programme and all related queries should be referred to IW.
Currently, Irish Water have indicated that they only have the resources to respond to motions/resolutions passed by the Full Council at their monthly meetings. It is not possible to provide responses to Council Questions from the 31 local authorities at their respective meetings.  Queries from individual councillors are dealt with via the dedicated Local Representative Support Desk which has been set up for this purpose.  For this reason, if a councillor wishes to progress a query, Irish Water advises him/her to submit same directly to the Local Representative Support Desk where it will be dealt with appropriately. This can be done via a dedicated elected member email localrepsupport@water.ie   or calling 1890 278 278 and asking for the Local Representative Support Desk.
Q33/1014
IRISH WATER AND COMMUNICATIONS

QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole

To ask the CEO to liaise with Irish Water in relation to improving methods of communications with the general public and giving sufficient advanced notice of planned maintenance work and including regular updates.

REPLY:
Irish Water puts notices of planned and unplanned maintenance on their website www.water.ie
Currently, Irish Water have indicated that they only have the resources to respond to motions/resolutions passed by the Full Council at their monthly meetings. It is not possible to provide responses to Council Questions from the 31 local authorities at their respective meetings.  Queries from individual councillors are dealt with via the dedicated Local Representative Support Desk which has been set up for this purpose.  For this reason, if a councillor wishes to progress a query, Irish Water advises him/her to submit same directly to the Local Representative Support Desk where it will be dealt with appropriately. This can be done via a dedicated elected member email localrepsupport@water.ie   or calling 1890 278 278 and asking for the Local Representative Support Desk.

SDCC will continue to put notices of planned and unplanned maintenance work on our website and social media pages.

Q34/1014
IRISH WATER AND NOTICES 

QUESTION: Councillor L. O’Toole

To ask the Chief Executive  to request that Irish Water send out prior notice to residents when carrying out repair/remedial works in South Dublin County Council as there have been reports of residents having no knowledge of these additional works taking place outside their property.
REPLY:
Irish Water puts notices of planned and unplanned maintenance on their website www.water.ie
Currently, Irish Water have indicated that they only have the resources to respond to motions/resolutions passed by the Full Council at their monthly meetings. It is not possible to provide responses to Council Questions from the 31 local authorities at their respective meetings.  Queries from individual councillors are dealt with via the dedicated Local Representative Support Desk which has been set up for this purpose.  For this reason, if a councillor wishes to progress a query, Irish Water advises him/her to submit same directly to the Local Representative Support Desk where it will be dealt with appropriately. This can be done via a dedicated elected member email localrepsupport@water.ie   or calling 1890 278 278 and asking for the Local Representative Support Desk.

SDCC will continue to put notices of planned and unplanned maintenance work on our website and social media pages.
Q35/1014
BOARDED UP HOUSES
QUESTION:
Councillor D. Richardson

To ask the Chief Executive to present a report of how many Houses are currently boarded up and what is the time for the current turn around when a house is handed back to the council? 
REPLY:
There were 50 vacant social houses at end of September, 20 of these were surrendered during the month of September.  The average turnaround time is 11 weeks.  Work has commenced on 29 of these houses and tenants have been sourced for 25.
Q36/1014
PURE PARTNERSHIP

QUESTION: Councillor D. Richardson

To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the Pure project (protecting upland and rural environment) and will this project continue?
REPLY:
The PURE - Protecting Uplands and Rural Environments project is a regional initiative which incorporates local authorities including; Wicklow County Council, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and South Dublin County Council as well as Coillte, National Parks & Wildlife Service, and a number of non-statutory organisations represented by the Wicklow Uplands Council with the aim of halting incidents of small scale illegal dumping/fly-tipping.

The PURE project remove rubbish from varying degrees of indiscriminate acts of illegal dumping in the mountain areas, from a single black bag left on a road side, to tonnes of illegally dumped rubbish in a forest. 

 
PURE Statistics – Complaints/Reports, Collections, Tonnage 
	Description
	2014*
	2013
	2012
	2011
	2010
	2009
	2008
	2007
	2006
	TOTAL

	Complaints/Reports[1]
	642
	1065
	859
	935
	920
	952
	911
	934
	0
	7218

	Pure Collections[2]
	539
	796
	941
	999
	938
	986
	992
	730
	0
	6921

	Tonnage[3]
	 123
	 215
	 231
	 295
	 282
	 344
	 437
	 360
	 26
	 2312

	 


* July 2014

In conjunction with removing illegal dumping in the Dublin and Wicklow mountains PURE have a strong communications and awareness programme.

· Anti litter Signage -Pure signs have been erected in a number of Wicklow/Dublin upland areas 

· Advertising Campaign - Radio Adverts –  and co-ordination of suitable media platforms – web, social media, print and radio 

· ‘The PURE Mile’ is an environmental initiative of PURE Project which aims to foster a greater appreciation and awareness of our country roadscapes by rewarding and acknowledging local community efforts. Glenasmole have entered the PURE Mile competition this year. 

· Pure Animation is a two week environmental/animation training programme that introduces participants to environmental themes related to the Pure Project, – illegal dumping, fly-tipping, litter, recycling, pollution, etc. through the medium of stop motion animation. 

South Dublin County Council plan to continue to be part of the PURE partnership.
Q37/1014
WOMEN’S NETWORKS
QUESTION:
Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government if he plans to ring fence funding to support the NCCWN to deliver the only programme specifically targeted at women from disadvantaged communities. If this is not his plan can he explain how he intends providing support for this most marginalised group who are not named under the SICAP programme?

(NCCWN National Collective of Community based women's networks)

(SICAP Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme)
REPLY:
If the question is passed the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, Mr. Alan Kelly T.D. and when a response is received the Council will be informed.
Q38/1014
HOMELESS - HOTEL ACCOMODATION
QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive, how many homeless people are accommodated in Hotels in the south Dublin County council area? Will hotel accommodation be used in the future as Homeless accommodation?

REPLY:
There are currently 25 SDCC families placed into various Hotel Accommodations across the Dublin Region.

While the Council accepts that this is not the most appropriate type of accommodation for families, it is envisaged that the presenting need of families for emergency accommodation will require the continued use of such accommodation for the foreseeable future.

The Homeless Services Unit refers all families placed into emergency accommodation to the Focus Ireland New Presenters Team for assessment, allocation of a support work and support planning.  This service endeavours to support families out of emergency accommodation into suitable housing accommodation and helps to minimise the length of time spent within emergency accommodation.
Q39/1014
DISABILITY GRANTS
QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons

To ask the Chief Executive what is being done in regards to the 200 plus waiting list for a disability grant?
REPLY:
The Department of Environment, Community & Local Government notified SDCC by letter dated the 16th January, 2014, of a capital allocation in the sum of €1,667,043 in respect of the following private housing grants:
Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability – HAGS;

Mobility Aids Housing Grant – MAGS;

Housing Aid for Older People – HOPS.  
80% (€1,333,634) of this allocation is recoupable from the Department with the balance (€333,409) funded from the Council's revenue resources.
Expenditure, including commitments, in respect of approved applications as at end of September, 2014 is €1,392,545.19. This relates to 105 no.  grants paid and 95 no.  grants approved but not yet paid out to applicants.
The total no. of application on hand unapproved to date is

HAGS – 20

MAGS – 10

HOPS - 17 
With regard to Council Tenants who are seeking works to their dwellings to facilitate disabled persons,  the position is that applications are on hands from 258 no. such tenants at present.
To date this year, works have been undertaken in 55 no. Council dwellings occupied by disabled tenants or members of their families and three extensions have been provided for a similar purpose. Works are currently ongoing in a further 14 no. Council dwellings which will be completed by year end.
A substantial proportion of the cost of the foregoing works will be met from an allocation of €360,000 which has been notified by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government for this purpose with the balance coming from the Council’s Internal Capital Receipts.
Applications are received on an ongoing basis from Council tenants and it is likely that there will always be a waiting list for this type of work but it is hoped that the Council will be in a position to undertake a similar level of activity next year and in coming years.

Q40/1014
WOMENS NETWORKS
QUESTION:  Councillor F. Timmons 
To ask the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government how he plans to engage with the NCCWN to resolve the difficulty that has arisen because that Organisation created a national structure to meet the requirement of the Community Development Programme which now precludes them from securing funding post 2014 under the new SICAP.  The Minister will be aware that NCCWN engaged with 35,580 marginalised women across 17 communities throughout Ireland in 2013 alone.

(NCCWN National Collective of Community based women's  networks)

(SICAP ‘Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme)



REPLY:
If the question is passed the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government, Mr. Alan Kelly T.D. and when a response is received the Council will be informed.
Q41/1014
PASSPORT FOR LEISURE 

QUESTION:  Councillor F. Warfield

Growing older doesn’t have to mean slowing down and opportunities for older people in South Dublin should be made available as much as possible. Dublin City Council operate a Passport for Leisure. Has South Dublin County Council organised any similar schemes? If not, would it be possible to extend the Passport for Leisure into South Dublin County?

REPLY:
As part of a Lord Mayor’s Special Initiative for older people “Embracing Ageing” Dublin City Council introduced a Passport for Leisure Scheme. The Passport is a discount card and directory that includes vouchers and discounts offered by businesses throughout the city. It also includes free / discounted access to Dublin City owned and managed leisure and recreation facilities.

South Dublin County Council does not directly operate and manage any leisure and recreation facilities and any such scheme would have to be negotiated with South Dublin County Leisure Services Limited who operate the management of Tallaght Leisure, Centre, Clondalkin Sports and Leisure Centre and Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre on behalf of the Council.

Clondalkin (Tue & Thurs) and Tallaght (Mon &Wed) currently provide senior (over 55’) discounted swimming sessions for €3.

In the context of the ' Life Cycle' approach the Council is committed to provide this demographic with opportunities to improve their quality of life and sense of wellbeing. A brief summary of the supports/programmes delivered to older adults is set out;

Ongoing PAL’s Training – Physical Activity Leader Training – we facilitate workshops whereby participants complete training to become a physical activity leader – the skills they acquire enable them to teach sessions to their own group.

Refresher PAL’s Courses: we facilitate refresher sessions for those whom have completed PAL’s training

Senior Games: We host an annual senior games event – older adults will have completed taster sessions and then go on to compete in the senior games tournament to represent their county in the national finals – the programme in run throughout the month of May with National finals held in early June. 

Equipment: We have an extensive equipment library that older adult groups have the opportunity to borrow equipment without the expense of having to purchase their own equipment. We have a number of items specific to older adult games that is available all year round.

We facilitate talks with older adult groups – we speak to them about their activity levels, general health & Wellbeing and link them in to whatever services we can locally – i.e. health promotion, libraries, support networks.

Get on your Bike Programme – we run an initiative with the Cycle Safety School – we encourage older adults to get back on their bikes – get cycling again which gives them greater confidence, independence and an opportunity to get active. 

Bealtaine Festival/Social Inclusion Week Activities 

Age Friendly Strategy 

In October 2012 South Dublin received its designation as a WHO Age Friendly County. This followed an in-depth consultation process with older people and agencies and the development of the Age Friendly Strategy by the Age Friendly County Alliance. The strategy includes details of the many projects and initiatives aimed at improving the quality of life of older people that are already in place such as the annual Bealtaine Festival, the new exercise equipment in our Parks, and the many projects and events that take place in our libraries across the County. The strategy also includes details of plans for the future, including the establishment of an Older Person’s Forum, a Business of Ageing Forum, and the development of Age Friendly Towns and Businesses across South Dublin. Throughout the process it was clear that the people of this County are living longer and healthier lives and want to be active in their communities and make a contribution. The actions included in the Age Friendly County Strategy will ensure that South Dublin continues to grow as a safe, healthy and positive place to live, and a great County in which to grow older.
H6 (1)/1014
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS - ARAS NA CLUAINE (FOOTPATHS) CLONDALKIN
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on 17th September 2014.

Statutory Notice has been published in the Irish Independent on 11th July, 2014 of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the footpath, verge and kerb (shown coloured yellow on Drawing No. BC1437) in the following development,

Aras na Cluaine, Clondalkin         

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday, 25th August, 2014 - no objections were received.

It is recommended that the footpath, verge and kerb be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Ó’Broin, seconded by Councillor B. Bonner and AGREED:

“that this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Aras na Cluaine, Clondalkin as set out in the above report to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:  Aras na Cluaine, Clondalkin
                                     LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Clondalkin
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Yellow meadows
	BC. No:
	1437

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Clondalkin Monastery
	DATE:
	June 2014


	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH
	DESCRIPTION

	Footpath, Verge & Kerb
	
	26.5m
	Remaining infill section of Footpath, Grass verge & Kerbing.


Total Length of Footpath for TIC:  

26.5m”
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Aras na Cluaine, Clondalkin as set out in the above report to be public roads.”

H6 (2)/1014
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS - EATON, RATHCOOLE
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on 17th September 2014.

Statutory Notice has been published in the Irish Independent on 11th July, 2014 of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads and footpaths in the following estate,

Eaton, Rathcoole         

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday, 25th August, 2014 - no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads and footpaths be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor G. Kenny, seconded by Councillor E.Ó’Broin and AGREED:
“that this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Eaton, Rathcoole as set out in the above report to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR:  Eaton, Rathcoole
                                     LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Clondalkin
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Rathcoole
	BC. No:
	1436

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Rathcoole
	DATE:
	June 2014


	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH
	DESCRIPTION

	Eaton Way
	
	89m
	From it’s junction with Main Street, North to it’s junction with Eaton Terrace.

	Eaton Terrace
	
	79m
	From it’s junction with Eaton Way, West. 

	Footpath A
	
	18m
	From it’s junction with Main Street, North.

	Footpath B
	
	195m
	From it’s junction with Main Street, North to Eaton Terrace, then East to Eaton Way, then South to it's end at Eaton Close.

Excluding drainage channel along building line.

	Footpath C
	
	25m
	From it’s junction with Main Street, North to its end at Eaton Close. Excluding drainage channel along building line.

	Footpath D
	
	21m
	On Main Street outside Bank, from low level brick wall West. Excluding drainage channel along building line.


Total Length of Road for TIC:       Total Length of Footpath for TIC:  

168m                                                      259m”
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and RESOLVED:
“That South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Eaton, Rathcoole as set out in the above report to be public roads.”

H6 (3)/1014 
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS - ADAMSTOWN SQUARE
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting on 23rd September, 2014.

“Statutory Notice has been published in the Irish Independent on 11th July, 2014 of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads and footpaths in the following estate,

Adamstown Square 1         

as set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday, 25th August, 2014 - no objections were received.

It is recommended that the roads and footpaths be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and AGREED:-
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads and footpaths in Adamstown Square 1 as set out in the above report to be Public Roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”
SCHEDULE FOR:  Adamstown Square 1 
                                   LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Lucan
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Finnstown
	BC. No:
	1361(2)

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Lucan St. Helens
	DATE:
	June 2014


	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH
	DESCRIPTION

	Castlegate Vale
	
	111m
	From it’s junction with Adamstown Avenue, South for 42m. From a point opposite rear of No. 14 Castlegate Downs, East for 69m to its end.

	Castlegate Copse
	
	235m
	From it’s junction with Castlegate Terrace, East for 90m, North for 62m, West for 59m & South for 24m to its end.

	Castlegate Downs
	
	99m
	From it’s junction with Castlegate Terrace, West for 99m to its turning bay.

	Castlegate Terrace
	
	164m
	From it’s junction with Adamstown Avenue, Southeast for 81m & South for 83m to it’s junction with Station Road.

	Castlegate Row
	
	92m
	From it’s junction with Castlegate Copse, East for 92m to it’s junction with Castlegate Grange.

	Castlegate Grange
	
	132m
	From it’s junction with Castlegate Row, North for 57m, Northwest for 33m & West for 42m  to it’s end.

	Castlegate Rise
	
	83m
	From it’s junction with Castlegate Row, South for 83m, to it’s junction with Station Road.

	Footpath A
	
	172m
	From it’s junction with Castlegate Terrace, North for 73m, West  for 80m & South for 19m to its Junction with Castlegate Vale.

	Footpath B
	
	167m
	Castlegate Vale Loop.

	Footpath C
	
	31m
	From its Junction with Castlegate Vale, South to its end. 

	Footpath D
	
	77m
	From it's junction with Adamstown Avenue, South to it's junction with Castlegate Copse.

	Footpath E
	
	165m
	Castlegate Copse Loop

	Footpath F
	
	79m
	From it's junction with Station Road, North to it's junction with Castlegate Downs.

	Footpath G
	
	79m
	From it's junction with Station Road, North to it's junction with Castlegate Copse.

	Footpath H
	
	95m
	From existing footpath on Adamstown Avenue, South to it's junction with Castlegate Copse.

	Footpath J
	
	220m
	From it's junction with Castlegate Row, North for 78m, East for 41m & Southeast to it's end 101m.

	Footpath K
	
	61m
	From it's junction with Castlegate Row, North to its end.

	Footpath L
	
	79m
	From it's junction with Station Road, North to it's junction with Castlegate Row.


Total Length of Road for TIC:       Total Length of Footpath for TIC:  

924m                                                            1225m”
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and RESOLVED:

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”
H6 (4)/1014
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS - SENTINEL, ADAMSTOWN
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Lucan Area Committee Meeting on 23rd September, 2014.

“Statutory Notice has been published in the Irish Independent on 11th July, 2014 of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the 2 footpaths (coloured yellow on Drawing No. BC 1361(2)) in the following estate,

Sentinel, Adamstown         

As set out in the Schedule attached, be public roads.

The closing date for receipt of objections was Monday, 25th August, 2014 - no objections were received.

It is recommended that the footpaths be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and AGREED:-
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the 2 footpaths (coloured yellow on Drawing No. BC 1361(2)) in Sentinel, Adamstown as set out in the above report to be Public Roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”

               SCHEDULE FOR:  Sentinel 
          LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA: Lucan
	                   TOWNLAND:    
	Finnstown
	BC. No:
	1361(2)

	ELECTORAL DIVISION:
	Lucan St. Helens
	DATE:
	June 2014


	ROADNAME
	ROAD ID
	LENGTH
	DESCRIPTION

	Footpath M
	
	54m
	From footpath "N" to car park.

	Footpath N
	
	59m
	From it's junction with Castlegate Rise, to it's junction with Adamstown Avenue


Total Length of Footpath for TIC:        

113m”                                                         

It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin and RESOLVED:

“That the Roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be Public Roads.”

H7a)/1014
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/1014
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND ADJACENT TO DWELLING AT ‘SUNCROFT’, BALLYMOUNT ROAD  
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting held on 9/6/2008 approved the disposal, by way of lease, of a plot of land adjacent to dwellings at “Suncroft”, Ballymount Road and 41 Dunmore Grove, Ballymount to the respective house owners for incorporation into their gardens to alleviate a problem of alleged anti-social behaviour - Minute No. C/0263/08 refers.

The Council’s Law Agent prepared the necessary legal documentation for completion by the proposed purchasers but difficulties arose which resulted in neither of the parties completing the transfer. One party i.e. the owners of the property at “Suncroft” has recently indicated that she wishes to proceed with the acquisition of the plot, however the other house owners have indicated that they are not in a position to complete the purchase. 

The Council then proposed to offer the entire plot to the house owner in ‘Suncroft’ and both parties were informed of this proposal. The house owner at ‘Suncroft’ has opted to take a lease of the full plot for garden purposes only. 

The matter was referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for consideration and he has recommended the terms as set out hereunder, which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicant.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council disposes by way of lease of an area measuring 0.024 hectares or thereabouts adjacent to ‘Suncroft’, Ballymount Road, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/38/14 to Ms. Catherina Donnelly in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the Applicant shall pay the Council a capital premium of €2,000 (two thousand euro) and will be granted a lease in the above land for a term of 99 years subject to a nominal rent of €1 per annum, exclusive of all outgoings, with rent reviews every 5 years linked to the Consumer Price Index. 

2. That the subject plot is shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/38/14 having a net area of 0.024 hectares or thereabouts. 

3. That the Applicant shall only use the above land for garden purposes. 

4. That the Council shall retain a Wayleaves to services (if any). 

5. That the Applicant shall incorporate the area into her existing garden and any boundary feature constructed shall be in accordance with the Planning & Development and the Building Control legislation. 

6. That the Applicant or successor in title shall not be permitted to include the plot in any planning application for planning permission. 

7. That the Applicant shall pay the Council’s legal fees plus VAT and outlay. 

8. That the Applicant shall pay the Council’s Valuer’s fees of €250 (two hundred and fifty euro) plus VAT. 

9. That the Council’s Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in an agreement of this nature. 

10. That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until the lease is signed by both parties. 

11. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.                                                                                                                                                              The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from Crampton Housing Ltd in 2000 for open space purposes. 

D. McLoughlin 
_____________________
Chief Executive”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the Council disposes by way of lease of an area measuring 0.024 hectares or thereabouts adjacent to ‘Suncroft’, Ballymount Road, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/38/14 to Ms. Catherina Donnelly in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H7c)/1014
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND TO REAR OF 14 RUSHBROOK CRESCENT, TEMPLEOGUE, DUBLIN 6W TO TOM AND KATHY McCARTHY
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The owners of the property at 14 Rushbrook Crescent, Templeogue, Dublin 6W, Tom and Kathy McCarthy applied to the Council to acquire a plot of Council owned land to the rear of their property, for incorporation into their garden.

The matter was referred to the Council’s Chief Valuer for consideration and he has recommended the terms as set out hereunder, which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicants
Accordingly, I recommend that the Council disposes of an area measuring 0.0022 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 14 Rushbrook Crescent, Templeogue, Dublin 6W as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/41/14 to Tom and Kathy McCarthy in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the Council disposes of the subject plot for the consideration of €5,500 (five thousand, five hundred euro) plus VAT (if applicable). 

2. That the subject plot is shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/41/14 having a net area of 0.0022 hectares or thereabouts. 

3. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession subject to Clause 4 hereunder. 

4. That the area coloured yellow on Drawing No. LA/41/14 shall be retained by the Council as a wayleave to access adjoining services. No permanent structure or deep rooted planting to be provided in this area. 

5. That the Applicants hold the freehold or equivalent interest in the adjoining property at 14 Rushbrook Crescent. 

6. That the Applicants shall incorporate the area into their existing garden and any boundary feature constructed shall be in accordance with the Planning & Development and the Building Control legislation. In particular, the depth of the foundations of the proposed boundary wall shall be at a depth so as to transfer the loading of the proposed wall to below the invert level of the adjacent public surface water sewer. The Council’s Park Superintendent has recommended that the wall be constructed to a height of 1.8m and be of solid block laid on the flat suitably rendered and with an in-situ concrete capping. Contact is to be made with the Parks Superintendent one month prior to work commencing on the wall. 

7. That the Applicants shall pay the Council’s legal fees plus VAT and outlay. 

8. That the Applicants shall pay the Council’s Valuer’s fees of €800 (eight hundred euro) plus VAT. 

9. That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council’s approval of the disposal. 

10. That the Council’s Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in an agreement of this nature. 

11. That no contract enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged. 

12. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained. 

The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from Gallagher Group Properties Ltd in 1979 for open space purposes.
_________

Chief Executive”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the Council disposes of an area measuring 0.0022 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 14 Rushbrook Crescent, Templeogue, Dublin 6W as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/41/14 to Tom and Kathy McCarthy in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer and as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H7d)/1014
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND TO SIMON KELLY, PATRICK KELLY AND SIMON ARNOLD C/O KIERAN WALLACE, RECEIVER, KPMG, 1 STOKES PLACE, ST. STEPHEN’S GREEN, DUBLIN 2 RECEIVERS FOR MALDRON HOTEL CITYWEST/KINGSWOOD COUNTRY HOUSE, NAAS ROAD
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The Council acquired Plot 36 of the South Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase (Outer Ring Road – Balgaddy to Kingswood) Order, 2001 on 26th April 2004.

On completion of the acquisition an area of land measuring 90 sq. meters approximately in excess of that which was the subject of the Compulsory Purchase Order was registered to the Council. This has been confirmed by the Property Registration Authority.

An application has now been received by the receivers in respect of the current owners of the land to have this area of land transferred back to them as it is within the curtilage of their property.

Accordingly, I recommend that subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, the Council disposes of its interest in the area shown outlined red on Drawing CA297/36 to Simon Kelly, Patrick Kelly and Simon Arnold c/o Kieran Wallace, Receiver, KPMG, 1 Stokes Place, St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, receivers for Maldron Hotel Citywest/Kingswood Country House, Naas Road.

The lands being disposed of form part of lands which were acquired from Gledswood Limited in 2004 for road purposes.

D. McLoughlin 
Chief Executive”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000, the Council disposes of its interest in the area shown outlined red on Drawing CA297/36 to Simon Kelly, Patrick Kelly and Simon Arnold c/o Kieran Wallace, Receiver, KPMG, 1 Stokes Place, St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, receivers for Maldron Hotel Citywest/Kingswood Country House, Naas Road.”

H7e)/1014
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN LANDS REFERRED TO AS SITES D & E ROWLAGH VILLAGE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO BRENDAN FARRELLY
The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meetings held on 12th November 2001 and 14th October 2002 approved the disposal, by way of agreement to lease and long lease, of two sites marked as Site D & E Rowlagh Village, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to Mr. Brendan Farrelly for the provision of residential development. These sites formed part of the Clondalkin Integrated Area Plan. Minute No. C/537/01 refers. These sites have since been developed, Site D now comprises of five townhouses known as Chaplains Row and Site E comprises of 20 apartments known as Chaplains Terrace.

The terms of the disposal agreement provided an option to the Lessee to acquire the freehold title to the lands on satisfactory completion of the development, as set out in Clause 4 of Minute No. C/545/02 which states as follows:

"The Lessee will have the option to acquire the Council’s fee simple interest in the relevant property for the sum of €500 (five hundred euro) plus the proper legal costs of transfer on satisfactory completion of the development as certified by the County Architect together with all landscaping works as certified by the Senior Parks Superintendent and vehicular and pedestrian access and egress arrangements as certified by the Director of Transportation.”

The Lessee has now confirmed that he wishes to exercise this option.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of the Fee Simple Interest in the two sites at Rowlagh Village, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown outlined in red on Drawings Nos. LR/48/14 and LR/49/14 to Mr. Brendan Farrelly for the sum of €500.00 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and subject to the following condition:

1. That the Council shall reserve a wayleave where necessary over the subject sites and in particular over the area shown shaded in yellow on Drawing No. LR/48/14 for the purpose of accessing existing services laid therein. 

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Houses and Lands pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993.

 _____________________

Chief Executive”

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of the Fee Simple Interest in the two sites at Rowlagh Village, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 as shown outlined in red on Drawings Nos. LR/48/14 and LR/49/14 to Mr. Brendan Farrelly for the sum of €500.00 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and subject to the following condition:

1.  That the Council shall reserve a wayleave where necessary over the subject sites and in particular over the area shown shaded in yellow on Drawing No. LR/48/14 for the purpose of accessing existing services laid therein.”
H7f)/1014
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - ACQUISITION BY PURCHASE OF FEE SIMPLE OF 155 ST. MAELRUANS PARK

The following report by the Chief Executive, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following has applied, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rent) (No 2) Act, to acquire the fee simple in her property

	ADDRESS
	LESSEE(S)
	PURCHASE PRICE

	155 St Maelruans Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
	Catherine Larkin, LPR of Mary Warren
	€1.50


It is proposed, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above.

Daniel McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, the council dispose of the fee simple in the site at 155 St Maelruans Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24, as outlined in the foregoing report.”
CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING 

Ministerial
Co1/1014
Correspondence in relation to Housing Matters.
Other

Co2/1014
Letter, dated 22/09/14, from the Courts Service in response to SDCC's motions passed in relation to the proposed closure of Tallaght Courthouse (M17, M20/0714) and informing this Council that the Courts Service have decided not to proceed with the proposed reorganisation at this time.
Co3/1014
Letter, dated 30/09/14, from the Meath Foundation at Tallaght Hospital, informing the Council that they no longer require an elected Member on the Board of the Meath Foundation (Cllr M. Genockey was appointed to the Board at the July meeting of the Council (H3c)/0714))
The above items of correspondence were NOTED.
MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

M1/1014
MAYOR’S BUSINESS -  DAVID CAMERON
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
“Recognising the Irish Government as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday and subsequent agreements, this motion calls on the Taoiseach to engage directly, as a matter of urgency, with British Prime Minister David Cameron in relation to the political impasse in the North which has resulted from the failure of unionist leaders to honour agreements reached.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is agreed a letter will issue to the Taoiseach conveying the terms of the motion.”
At the outset of the discussion which followed, Councillor W. Lavelle proposed and Councillor C. Brophy seconded an amendment to the motion as follows:
“Recognising the Irish Government as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday and subsequent agreements, this motion welcomes the planned engagement by the Irish and British Governments in relation to the political impasse in the North.”

Councillors M. Devine, C. King, M. Duff, P. Kearns, K. Mahon, E. Ó Broin, M. Murphy, C. Brophy, S. Holland, W. Lavelle and J. Lahart contributed to the discussion.
A show of hands vote followed, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

11  (Eleven)

AGAINST:
15  (Fifteen)

ABSTAIN:
 8   (Eight)

The amended motion FELL.
Councillor C. King then proposed and Councillor E. Ó Broin seconded the following amendment to Councillor Warfield’s motion, omitting the words “which has resulted from the failure of unionist leaders to honour agreements reached”:
“Recognising the Irish Government as a co-guarantor of the Good Friday and subsequent agreements, this motion calls on the Taoiseach to engage directly, as a matter of urgency, with British Prime Minister David Cameron in relation to the political impasse in the North.”
A show of hands vote followed, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

28  (Twenty-eight)

AGAINST:
  3  (Three)

ABSTAIN:
  5   (Five)

The motion as amended was PASSED.
M2/1014
MAYOR’S BUSINESS:  IRISH WOMEN’S RUGBY TEAM


The following motion in the name of Councillor F. Warfield was seconded by 
Councillor E. Ó Broin and MOVED without debate:
“Having previously hosted rugby in Tallaght Stadium and on foot of the success of the Irish Women's rugby squad, this council not only congratulates our women on their wonderful achievements, but also calls on the Chief Executive to extend an invitation to the IRFU to host upcoming international women's rugby games in Tallaght Stadium.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed by the Elected Members, the Mayor’s office will write to IRFU congratulating the Irish Women’s Rugby team on their recent achievement in reaching the semi-finals of the World Cup in August 2014. The Council will also agree to discuss with the IRFU the possibility of hosting a Women’s International Rugby Match in Tallaght Stadium.”
M3/1014
FLUORIDE
As Councillor A-M. Dermody was absent from the Chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order No. 20:
“That this Council support the Motion calling for the removal of fluoride in the public water supply. It is accepted that in the case of Ryan –v- The Attorney General in 1965 that the use of fluoride in public water supply was seen to serve the common good. However almost 50 years later and given the scientific evidence against the benefits of fluoride in water it is unconceivable that this practise be continued.

Ireland is the only Country in Europe and one of two in the world to permit the use of fluoride in the public water supply.

Furthermore given the views of experts as to the side effects of fluoride in our public water supply that could be damaging to the “green image”  Ireland portrays abroad.

I would also ask that in supporting this Motion that the saving of €4,000,000 by not imposing fluoride in the public water supply be used as part of a public awareness campaign around dental hygiene. I would contend that in the 50 years since the Ryan case that the common good has now shifted away from the use of fluoride in water and now the common good is best served by removing fluoride from the public water supply.”
M4/1014
SPORT PAVILIONS
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart: 

“That this Council calls on the Chief Executive to prepare proposals, to be funded out of the capital budget and to be included in the next Rolling Capital Programme, for a modest and affordable construction programme to provide new pavilions in a small number of key parks throughout the County, for the purposes of replacing temporary containers in these parks and providing purpose-built changing facilities and meeting rooms for use by smaller sports clubs.”
REPORT:
“A comprehensive County wide needs assessment review of community facilities and spaces will be carried out before the end of 2014. We are favourably disposed to the concept of shared pavilion spaces for a range of clubs and different sports. However we will not be in a position to prepare such a proposal until the needs assessment exercise has been completed. Preliminary work on this exercise has commenced.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, C. King, P. Foley, C. O’Connor, P. Gogarty, L. O’Toole, M. Duff, B. Leech, J. Lahart, S. Holland, P. Donovan, M. Devine, M. Genockey, R. McMahon and K. Mahon.
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Environment, Water and Climate Change responded to the Members’ queries.  She stated that the council recognises the need to eradicate the use of containers, and that she will progress an energy efficient/carbon low structure blueprint for future pavilion provision.  Following the completion of the countywide needs assessment of community facilities and spaces, a report will be brought before the Members.   The Director also confirmed that her directorate will look at pitch allocation.

The motion was AGREED.

M5/1014
REVIEW OF LITTER POLLUTION ACT
It was proposed by Councillor P. Gogarty, seconded by Councillor C. O’Connor:

“That this Council writes to the Minister for the Environment asking him to review the Litter Pollution Act; with a view to significantly increasing on-the-spot fines on a rising scale for a range of offences with a corresponding increase in fines administered in court by a judge; and furthermore, in line with the existing provisions of the Litter Pollution Act, immediately carries out a review of its own litter management plan, in consultation with councillors, to see what amendments can be made through enforcement, education and creativity within the existing legislation to reduce the scourge of littering and illegal dumping in the county.”
REPORT:
“The Litter Pollution Act (1997) provides for the prevention and control of litter pollution. It defines the responsibilities of various sectors and individuals and details enforcement procedures and penalties
Section 10 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 as amended requires Local Authorities to make and implement a Litter Management Plan and also required that the local authority shall review its litter management plan at least once in each period of 3 years after the plan is first implemented, and, if the local authority deems it necessary after the review, shall amend or replace the plan.

The current Litter Management Plan covers the period 2011 - 2014. 

The procedure for making, amending or replacing litter management plan is set out in Section 12 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997and a review of the plan is imminent. This will be considered in the first instance by the Environment SPC, with a formal public consultation process to take place thereafter. 

It is also intended to initiate an awareness of the existing Litter Byelaws in Q4 of 2014 with escalation of enforcement thereafter.

If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.”
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS:
The Mayor, Councillor F. Warfield then proposed and the Members agreed to take Motion No. 17 (M17) of related subject matter in tandem with M5:
M17/1014
LITTER DUMPING & TASK FORCE
It was proposed by Councillor M. Genockey, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“That this council calls on the Chief Executive to set up a task force to examine how litter and illegal dumping can be tackled in the county. This task force could operate similarly to the existing local policing and public transport committees and could include residents, elected members, council staff and other stakeholders including members of the refuse industry, gardaí and local tidy towns groups.”
REPORT:
“The issues of litter and illegal dumping in the County are in general responded to by the Council's litter and waste enforcement staff in the first instance with regard to investigation, and thereafter by the public realm maintenance section with regard to the clean up of littering and dumping sites. These matters have also been responded to in the past by this Council in a cross-departmental manner when this approach was deemed to be necessary, with the housing dept and environmental health officers being called in to assist on occasions. The views of the elected members have also been sought and taken into consideration at various times in the past in trying to identify the 'blackspots' for dumping and littering around the County and to agree what action should be taken to resolve these issues. The Council also has well established links with the Gardai, tidy towns groups, links with business through the Chamber of Commerce and links with other voluntary bodies through the Environment SPC for example and these connections are used on an ongoing basis by the Council in it's overall response to this matter and it is felt that all of the relevant stakeholders have been included in this process over time. The type of task force suggested in this motion would not have any statutory footing however it is felt that it would be valuable at this time to refer the matter to the Environment SPC for further consideration of the relevant issues and a discussion around how such a task force would work, who should be included on it, to whom it would report, what matters should it be concerned with etc.

It is worth noting that the new Waste Management Plan for the Eastern Region is currently being prepared and it is expected that the plan when finalised will address the variety of issues which arise at present in the area of waste enforcement. The Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government has recently referred to the need for enhanced regulation and enforcement in the waste industry. The Waste Policy Document entitled 'Waste, A Resource Opportunity' which was launched by former Minister Hogan in July 2012 outlined many measures that it is intended will be implemented to strengthen the regulatory framework in the area of waste and it is expected that these measures will be introduced in due course. All of these matters can also be considered by the Environment SPC in the context of what powers are available to be used if a task force were to be set up to tackle litter and illegal dumping in the County.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Gogarty, E. Ó Broin, M. Genockey, M. Devine, M. Duff, E. O’Brien, L. O’Toole, D. Looney, C. King, C. O’Connor, B. Leech, G. O’Connell, M. Murphy, G. Kenny, P. Kearns and F. Warfield.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Environment, Water and Climate Change responded to the Members’ queries. She proposed that initiatives discussed such as A Litter and Illegal Dumping Task Force and a Civic Pride Week/Award System for Estates could be progressed through the Environment, Parks and Climate Change Strategic Policy Committee.
Councillor P. Gogarty then proposed and Councillor C. O’Connor seconded an amendment to the motion (M5) as follows:
“That this Council writes to the Minister for the Environment asking him to review the Litter Pollution Act;  and furthermore, in line with the existing provisions of the Litter Pollution Act, immediately carries out a review of its own litter management plan, in consultation with councillors, to see what amendments can be made through enforcement, education and creativity within the existing legislation to reduce the scourge of littering and illegal dumping in the county.”
Motion no. 5 (M5) as amended was AGREED.
Motion no. 17. (M17) was AGREED.
SM/1014
SUSPENSORY MOTION:  ANTI WATER METER PROTESTS
The Mayor, Councillor F. Warfield then proposed and the Members agreed to take a Suspensory Motion as follows, which was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“We the undersigned condemn the excessive police presence at Anti-Water Meter protests in Dublin city and call for Garda restraint at peaceful protests in the South Dublin region.
Signed:  Councillors N. Coules, G. Kenny, R. Nolan, F.N. Duffy, F. Timmons, J. Graham, D. Looney, P. Foley, P. Donovan, M. Devine, M. Duff, D. O’Brien, S. Holland, D. O’Donovan, P. Gogarty, C. O’Connor, E. O’Brien, K. Mahon, B. Leech, M. Murphy, L. O’Toole, E. Ó Broin, C. King, D. Richardson, R. McMahon, F. Warfield, V. Casserly, G. O’Connell.”
At the outset of the discussion Councillor Warfield proposed and Councillor E. Ó Broin seconded an amendment to motion to include “and ask South Dublin County Council to convey the sentiments to the relevant authorities”.
The amended motion reads as follows:

“We the undersigned condemn the excessive police presence at Anti-Water Meter protests in Dublin city and call for Garda restraint at peaceful protests in the South Dublin region and ask South Dublin County Council to convey the sentiments to the relevant authorities.

Signed:  Councillors N. Coules, G. Kenny, R. Nolan, F.N. Duffy, F. Timmons, J. Graham, D. Looney, P. Foley, P. Donovan, M. Devine, M. Duff, D. O’Brien, S. Holland, D. O’Donovan, P. Gogarty, C. O’Connor, E. O’Brien, K. Mahon, B. Leech, M. Murphy, L. O’Toole, E. Ó Broin, C. King, D. Richardson, R. McMahon, F. Warfield, V. Casserly, G. O’Connell.”

Following the discussion to which Councillor M. Duff contributed, the motion as amended was AGREED.

M6)/1014
HEALTH AND WELLBEING WEEK - DIRECT PROVISION CENTRES 

It was proposed by Councillor K. Mahon, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield:
“As part of Health and Well Being Week 2014 this Council calls on the relevant Department (Community Services) to initiate an open forum, in Tallaght, on the Direct Provision Programme and invite occupants from Direct Provision Centres in the county and beyond to speak on their experience of said programme. Invitations should be extended in advance of the scheduled event in Tallaght Stadium on September 29th.”
REPORT:
“The Council's inaugural Health and Well Being Week which ran from 29th September to 5th October 2014 and proved to be very successful. An extensive programme of events was developed in partnership with a host of organisations and agencies throughout the County. Health and wellbeing is one of the major challenges faced by all who live work or visit our County and healthy minds and bodies are essential to enjoying complete physical, mental and social wellbeing.

One of the primary objectives of the weeklong activities is to give those at risk of exclusion the opportunity to get out and get involved. During the development of the programme the opportunity to invite representatives of Direct Provision Centres to take part arose following discussions with the organisers of the Oireachtas Soccer Team and the Minister of State with special responsibility for Equality, New Communities and Culture. Accordingly invitations were extended to the Direct Provision Centres in Clondalkin and Dublin City to enter teams in a soccer tournament which took place on Monday 29th September 2014 in Tallaght Stadium. The Direct Provision Centre in Clondalkin participated in the competition which also included teams from the elected Members of South Dublin and the staff of the Council.

As all resources have been fully allocated for the current year consideration will be given to the suggestion made in the motion being part of the programme in future years.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors K. Mahon, M. Genockey, E. Ó Broin, G. Kenny, F. Timmons, P. Gogarty, C. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, E. Higgins, D. Looney and F. Warfield.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Community responded to the Members comments.

The report was NOTED.

M7/1014
DWTE PROJECT
It was proposed by Councillor F.N. Duffy, seconded by Councillor P. Gogarty:
“That South Dublin County Council does not support the development of a national waste incinerator in the Dublin Docklands and Poolbeg peninsula.”
REPORT:
“Members received a report on the proposed Dublin Waste to Energy Project and notification under Section 138 Local Government Act 2001 from the Chief Executive on Friday 5th September 2014.

The implementation of the Dublin Regional Waste Management Plan is an executive function and thus any notices put before the Council under section 138 of the 2001 Act cannot be vetoed by the members when it relates to matters which require to be done under the Waste Management Plan.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F.N. Duffy, G. O’Connell, D. O’Donovan, P. Gogarty and N. Coules.
Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive, responded to the Members comments and advised the Members that although he fully respects the Members right to say what they believe, the implementation of the Dublin Regional Waste Management Plan is an executive function and therefore outside of the remit of the Members.

The report was NOTED and the motion was AGREED.
M8/1014
TREE MAINTENANCE 
It was proposed by Councillor R. McMahon, seconded by Councillor D. O’Donovan: 

“In order to help clear the large back log of tree pruning and tree removal in our residential areas, I propose that this Council request that the Chief Executive employ outside contractors on an economic basis to supplement the excellent work being done by the County Council staff in trying to keep this problem at bay, so long as it does not have adverse effects on the employment situation within the council.”
REPORT:
“Pruning, removal and planting of street trees is undertaken by staff from the Public Realm section under the Council’s annual Tree Maintenance Programme which up to 2014 has largely been delivered over a 4-month period between November and February although tree maintenance works and primarily emergency tree works are completed at other times subject to resource availability. During 2014, a supplementary Public Realm tree maintenance crew has been deployed to undertake street tree pruning and removal works on a year round basis.

An annual Tree Maintenance Programme is compiled in response to requests for arboricultural works received from members of the public and public representatives via the Council’s Customer Care Contact System along with works identified by Council staff. In recent years, the programme has increasingly focussed on tree pruning and removal works on entire roads or whole estates as opposed to acting on isolated requests for arboricultural works. The objective of this approach is to increase the efficiency and productivity of the tree maintenance crews and to advance a proactive programme of cyclical pruning that is targeted at priority locations where intervention is most needed.

The Tree Maintenance Programme for 2013/2014 was presented to the various Area Committee meetings during last autumn with progress updates provided at the March/April meetings of the Area Committees this year. The first phase of the 2014 Tree Maintenance programme was completed from January to February when Public Realm operations staff were then reassigned to primarily grass maintenance works during the growing season. The programme resumes again in November through to December. Any works not completed during the first phase of the programme are scheduled for completion during the second phase at the latter end of the year.

As previously mentioned, since May 2014 in response to an increase in requests for tree works, a supplementary tree maintenance crew has been assembled from staff within the Public Realm section to undertake street tree pruning and removal works on a year round basis. This crew is particularly focussed on advancing the programme of cyclical pruning in whole estates whereby tree maintenance will be completed on every tree as required within a particular estate or road. Other measures to further enhance the delivery of the Council’s street tree maintenance service are currently being developed and include the preparation of a draft tree management policy to guide the Council’s approach to tree management throughout the county. In addition, in order to improve efficiency in handling requests for tree works from members of the public and public representatives as well as inform the development the annual tree maintenance programme, the Council is seeking to install a street tree information management system to assist in managing the enquiry, inspection and work history of every street tree within the county.

As the Council is taking active measures to enhance the productivity of our tree maintenance service, it is not proposed to employ outside tree maintenance contractors at this time.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. McMahon, S. Holland, D. O’Brien, D. Looney, D. O’Donovan, C. O’Connor, P. Gogarty, E. Higgins, L. O’Toole, P. Foley, A-M. Dermody, T. Gilligan and M. Murphy.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Environment, Water and Climate Change responded to the Members comments, and informed the Members that her department is proposing  to draft a Tree Management Policy for the county which will facilitate a baseline survey of the county’s street tree population, the purchase of a street tree management software system and the establishment of two skilled tree maintenance crews to operate year-round to augment existing seasonal tree crews who operate over the winter period. The Draft Policy will be put before the first meeting of the Environment, Parks and Climate Change Strategic Policy Committee.

Mr. D. McLoughlin, Chief Executive also responded to the Members.

Members accepted the report and the proposals as outlined by the Director of Services and acknowledged the Director’s intentions.

M9/1014
STUDENT CHARGE
It was proposed by Councillor S. Holland, seconded by Councillor D. O’Brien:
“That this council passes a motion voicing our opposition to the Student Services charge, which is effectively a tax on apprenticeship and is contributing to the further marginalisation of our young people, especially those from low income families and is creating a further barrier to them improving their employment prospects.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is agreed a letter will issue to the Minister for Education and Skills conveying the terms of the motion.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor S. Holland.
The motion was AGREED.
M10/1014
MORATORIUM
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield: 
“That this Council, noting the impact of staff cutbacks in recent years and continued pressure on Council services, calls on Government to remove the moratorium on recruitment in local authorities in order to allow for the recruitment of staff in key areas.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed, the views of the Members will be communicated to the Ministers for Environment, Community and Local Government and Public Expenditure and Reform.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor D. Looney.

The motion was AGREED.

In accordance with Standing Order No. 13 it was AGREED with the consent of the Members to vary the sequence of business and to deal with the following motions:
M14/1014
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The following motion in the name of Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor V. Casserly was MOVED without debate:
“That the Chief Executive present a report on public consultation mechanisms used by the Council and that the report explores the introduction of new methods of communication with a view to encouraging engagement and increasing public participation.”
REPORT:
“The Council recognises that good communication between the local authority and the local community contributes greatly to the development of a vibrant local government system. In promoting good communication, the Council uses a variety of mechanisms including:

· Elected Members, as the individuals who are democratically elected by the local community, they play an essential role in providing feedback on council initiatives, polices and plans directly from the local community 

· Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) facilitate the participation of various interest groups in the local government policy making process 

· Local Community Development Committee ( LCDC )  

· Public Participation Network ( PPN)  

· Comhaire Na nOg ( Youth Council)  

· Public Advertisements in Local and National press  

· Advertising Campaigns  

· Council website www.sdcc.ie  

· E-consultation  

· E-surveys  

· Social Media- Facebook, Twitter and Youtube  

· Exhibitions and displays in Civic Buildings, Library and Community Centre Networks  

· Public Meetings  

· Press Releases 

Statutory/Non statutory consultation procedures exist for many types of projects i.e. capital schemes, new plans, polices and byelaws. The Council frequently goes beyond the minimum levels of consultation required and actively promotes any processes that are underway through traditional and non traditional means.

The Council actively seeks to encourage greater engagement and increase the numbers of citizens who participate in both statutory/non statutory consultation processes and avails of opportunities to modernise and innovate in our communications methods where possible. The recently initiated process for Review of the County Development plan is an example (see below) of the variety of methods and innovations that can be applied to a major consultation process.

South Dublin County Council is shortly commencing the development of an External Communications and Marketing Plan. As part of this process the plan will include a review of engagement and consultation processes across the organisation to ensure that information is relevant, jargon free and accessible, improve mechanisms for communicating with the public and feedback to participants on how their contributions fed into decisions taken by the council.

Public consultation and engagement play an important role in promoting the ownership of public services and the modernisation and exploration of innovative new ways of engaging with the community to keep in touch with the needs of citizens will be key our approach to communications.

County Development Plan Review Process - – Pre Draft Public Consultation
The success of the next County Development Plan depends on the active participation of citizens, groups and bodies that are engaged in South Dublin County. In order to facilitate a collaborative review process, information is being provided in an accessible and engaging way with many opportunities for all citizens to engage and to input into the Plan making process.

· A dedicated web site has been developed to act as a ‘hub’ for information during all phases of the review process. 

· An online submissions system has been created to simplify and streamline the submissions process. 

· Information videos have been created to promote and represent the County and the Development Plan. 

· A pre-draft consultation booklet “A Vision for South Dublin’s Future” has been published through booklet and online formats. 

· Evening (5pm – 8pm) public information sessions are being hosted at 5 venues throughout the County during September and October. 

· Workshops have been arranged with community groups aimed at structuring discussion with a cross-section of the community regarding the key themes of the County Development Plan. 

· A high level stakeholder workshop will be held in October, the purpose of which is to facilitate a cross sector discussion in relation to the medium to long term future of South Dublin County 

· While the requirements of the statutory process are clearly defined, all stages of the process and events related to it will be promoted through national and local press and social media outlets of the Council.”
M15/1014
COURTS SERVICE
The following motion in the name of Councillor C. O’Connor, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart was MOVED without debate:
“That this council welcomes the decision of the Courts Service to abandon plans for the closure of Tallaght Courthouse and now calls on the Courts Service to develop further services at Tallaght Courthouse including the provision of Family Law Cases.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is agreed a letter will issue to the Courts Service conveying the terms of the motion.”
MOTIONS NOT REACHED:
(M11)
ETHNIC STATUS OF TRAVELLERS 
Councillor F. Timmons

That South Dublin County Council support the Travelling community as being recognised as an Ethnic Minority. We ask the Government to act on this motion.

(M12)
INFORMAL INSOLVENCY

Councillor L. Dunne


That this Council calls on the Minister for Social Protection calling on her to urgently rectify the legal loophole that allows for the reckless practice of informal insolvency by rogue employers leaving workers unable to access their statutory entitlements.
(M13)
SIGNAGE
Councillor T. Gilligan

That the Chief Executive outline council policy in relation to signage / sign posts for local businesses and for categories of local businesses, e.g. food , restaurant, hotel, etc. does the council support proper sign posts for local businesses

(M16)
BOYCOTT
Councillor C. King

That this Council calls on the Restaurant Association of Ireland to impose a boycott on all Israeli goods such as but not exclusively vegetables and herbs which are widely used in the Industry until at least such time that the Israeli imposed blockade on Gaza is lifted. We have all witnessed the horror of the Israeli war machine recently and the continued blockade on Gaza continues to have hugely negative impact on the quality of lives of Civilians there living in a virtual prison. This Council calls on this boycott to be introduced without delay.

(M18)
REVENUE

Councillor M. Duff

That this Council calls on the Revenue Commissioners to commit to retaining the Public Office in High Street, Tallaght on a full time basis and to acknowledge that this office provides an excellent service to the citizens of South Dublin County and beyond. While acknowledging that Revenue Online Services provides a wide range of services, it does not meet the needs of citizens who need documents validated or forms, such as Social Housing Applications, which requires Revenue to stamp the application or assistance with a range of issues that need the services of a Revenue official.  Moved w/o debate
(M19)
GRAFFITI
Councillor P. Foley

The problem of graffiti has reached epidemic levels over the past year or two and just seems to be getting worse as each month passes. I propose that the following takes place:

1) Surveillance Cameras be used at Graffiti "black spots" with the consent of the local residents in an attempt to catch the perpetrators. This could be implement similar to the technique used to catch illegal dumping across the county.

2) An education programme be instigated across the county in our local primary and secondary schools explaining the cost of the damage being done. The surveillance steps being taken by the Council to address this issue should also be explained to the teachers and children.
(M20)
PLANNING PROCESS
Councillor M. Devine

That this Council establish a protocol for residents involvement in the Planning application process. Presently the only obligation is to meet with potential developers in the pre-planning stage. Residents and Communities have no recourse to any meeting to discuss their needs and suggestions. 

(M21)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION LOCAL PROPERTY TAX

Councillor G. O’Connell

This Council in welcoming the aspirations of Putting People First and the launch of the Public Participative Network (PPN) initiative, supports the work of the Executive to date in this regard and now propose that we build on the experience gained from both the (PPN) exercise and the Villages Initiative (of 2013) to further develop (and extend the concept), by strengthening the strategy so as to engage with and involve in a meaningful way, civil society in a form of Participative Budgeting in conjunction with the Public Consultation element required in determining the Local Property Tax for the 2016 period.

(M22)
DUBLIN BUS

Councillor L. O’Toole

That this Council liaise with Dublin Bus to report on  measures / plans are being made in relation to the provision of a bus route along the Outer Ring Road which would connect Lucan (village) to Tallaght (village) via Clondalkin (village) and vice versa, making full use of this infrastructure.

(M23)
WATER METERS
Councillor D. O’Donovan

That the CEO seeks immediate suspension of installation of water meters within the County because the supply is unsafe due to Irish Water’s failure to supply tamper-proof meters to each household.  Residents are being asked to pay for a food source which is open to contamination.  You cannot buy a jar of pasta sauce without a tamper-proof lid on it so the residents of this County deserve the same, most basis safety standard in relation to their water supply.    

(M24)

EIGHTH AMENDMENT

Councillor K. Mahon

Noting the recent case of a migrant woman who, pregnant as a result of rape and despite suicidal ideation, was denied an abortion - suffering horrific physical and mental suffering at the hands of the State - this Council calls on the Government to hold a referendum in the remainder of its term so the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution can be repealed.

(M25)
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Councillor F. Timmons 
That SDCC recognises that all people with a Disability have a right to full and meaningful participation and active inclusion in an accessible, safe and disability friendly environment. That SDCC will ensure that people with a disability will be a priority when planning and developing the new development plan
The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm.
Signed: _____________________________


Mayor 

Date: _______________________________
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