COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

RATHFARNHAM/TEMPLEOGUE-TERENURE AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Community, Housing, Transportation, Planning, Libraries & Arts, Economic Development, Performance & Change Management, Corporate Support, Water & Drainage and Public Realm held on 14th October 2014.

	PRESENT

	COUNCILLORS

	C. Brophy

	A. M. Dermody

	P. Donovan

	F. Duffy

	P. Foley

	S. Holland

	P. Kearns

	J. Lahart

	D. Looney

	R. McMahon

	D. O’Donovan

	F. Warfield


An Cathaoirleach Councillor P. Kearns presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officer
	M. Maguire, P. Murphy, 
L. Leonard

	Senior Engineer
	T. O’Grady, L. Magee, W. Purcell. 

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan.

	Senior Executive Engineer
	A. O’Mullane.

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Hannon.

	Senior Executive Librarian
	I. Stobbart.

	A/Senior Executive Planner
	S. Rhys-Thomas.

	Executive Parks Superintendent
	L. Colleran.

	Public realm Designer
	S. Furlong.

	Assistant Engineer
	S. Tsang.

	Administrative Officer
	T. Curtin, H. Griffin.

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	C. Malone.

	Clerical Officer
	A. Mooney.


RTT/88/14 CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

HEADED ITEM (1): 





  Item ID: 40886
Minutes of Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Planning, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support and Performance & Change Management, held on 9th September 2014, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the 9th September 2014 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Community

RTT/89/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/90/14 APPLICATION FOR COMMUNITY GRANTS
HEADED ITEM (2): Community  




Item ID: 40861 

Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, presented the following report:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	GF2247
	Perrystown Manor Estate Community Centre
	Major Equipment Grant
	26/08/14
	€3,000

	GF2251
	The Park Community Centre
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centres
	29/09/2014
	€10,000

	GF2253
	Ballyroan Community and Youth Centre
	Employment Grant for New or Existing Community Centres
	02/10/2014
	€10,000


It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor D. O’Donovan and RESOLVED:

“that this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

RTT/91/14 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (3): Community  




Item ID: 40862 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/92/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (1): Community  



Item ID: 40863 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/93/14 WHITECHURCH BOXING CLUB 
MOTION (1):  







Item ID: 40699 

It was proposed by Councillor S. Holland, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield-
"That the Chief Executive provide a plan of action for Whitechurch Boxing Club to secure a premises in and around the Whitechurch area for their training and competitions, including a small kitchen and changing areas with showers.  The club are eager to secure a facility which can be used by any sports club in the area, including Whitechurch FC and local athletics clubs etc.  This boxing club is run entirely by volunteers and has several all-Ireland champions among the club and several of the coaches have trained and qualified as referees.  They provide a fantastic facility for the community and deserve our support."

The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“The Council has already provided and is committed to further supporting as diverse a range of community and sporting activities as possible in the Whitechurch area. The Council also continues to actively support the Whitechurch Community & Youth Centre, which was funded and constructed by the Council in 2008/09. The Community and Youth Centre which contains specially designed changing rooms currently provides a home for Whitechurch FC and while it may be an option for the Whitechurch Boxing Club to explore, unfortunately it is often difficult for a boxing club to share a premises with another club or activity group because their equipment, which is substantial, does not lend itself easily to being assembled, dismantled and stored on a daily basis. Whitechurch Boxing Club is at present operating and utilising the sports hall in the Scoil Mhuire National School.

Any plan to provide an additional community facility to address the needs of the Boxing Club would represent a significant challenge in the absence of a source of capital funding to finance these new facilities. The construction cost alone of such a facility could be in excess of €2m and currently there is no source for such funding from central government. In the current climate it would not be possible for the Council to provide the necessary finance for such a project from its own resources.

The Community Services Department however remains committed to support the Boxing Club in whatever way it can through its Community Grants Programme and the South Dublin Local Sports Partnership have provided the club with both practical advice and funding assistance in relation to promoting the club and the purchase of some sporting/boxing equipment.”

Following a contribution from Councillor S. Holland, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to arrange a meeting with the boxing club with a view to progressing the issue.

Housing

RTT/94/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Donovan, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 1-3 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/95/14 COMPLETION OF WORKS AT PEARSE BROS PARK FLATS 
QUESTION (1): Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 40455 

"To ask the Chief Executive when the outstanding works will be completed at Pearse Bros Park flats project - reinstatement of grass and so on?"
REPLY:

Currently the final snags are being completed as part of the completion of the defects liability period.

There have below average reports of faults or snags and the contractor, Townlink Construction, have been attentive in resolving any issues.

The contractor has confirmed that the landcaping defects will be completed by the 17th October 2014.

RTT/96/14  NUMBER OF PEOPLE ON THE COUNCIL'S HOUSING LIST  

QUESTION (2): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40923 

"To ask the Chief Executive to provide details on how many people on the Council's housing list are registered in the area under the remit of this Committee (broken down by postcode); to ask if are there any active or proposed plans to build social housing in this area; if the Council is actively pursuing other social housing arrangements in this area, and to provide details of such; and to make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:

There are currently 8,412 applications on the Council's Housing List, of these, 395 have addresses in the areas of Rathfarnham / Templeogue / Terenure. While there is no current home building programmes planned in this area all Council land throughout the County is being critically examined with a view to it suitability for Housing.

As at 30/09/2014 out of 367 properties secured countywide under leasing, 17 are in the Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure electoral area. At this point in time the Council is negotiating on a further four properties for securing under leasing arrangements. 

RTT/97/14 NUMBER OF SOCIAL HOUSING UNITS AT ‘DICKIE ROCK’S’ FIELD 
QUESTION (3): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 40911 

"To ask the Chief Executive how many social housing units are included in the planning permission on the site recently sold on Stocking Lane, known as Dickie Rock’s Field?"
REPLY:
This site is referenced under Planning permission SD05A/0872 which provided for the development of 426 residential units. However this planning permission has expired and an application to extend the permission was refused in June 2012.

In the event that a further planning application is lodged for residential development on this site, it will be examined for application of all appropriate Part V compliance requirements in respect of the delivery of social housing units having regard to all prevailing legislative requirements at this time.  

RTT/98/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (4): Housing  




Item ID: 40864 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/99/14 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (2): Housing  



Item ID: 40865 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Transportation

RTT/100/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Donovan, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 4-11 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/101/14 FOOTPATHS IN FAIRBROOK LAWN

QUESTION (4): Councillor A-M. Dermody 


 Item ID: 40888 

"To ask the Chief Executive when the paths in Fairbrook Lawn, which were due to be included in the paths programme earlier this year will be done?"
REPLY:
Fairbrook Lawn was not included on the 2014 Footpath Repair Programme. However, the Area Engineer will be requested to carry out an inspection of the location. The estate will be considered for inclusion in the 2015 works programme subject to available funding and prioritisation with other locations.

RTT/102/14 TRIPPING HAZARD ON FOOTPATH

QUESTION (5): Councillor A-M. Dermody  


Item ID: 40892 

"To ask the Chief Executive that a tripping hazard was identified at or near (Address Supplied), the footpath is raised within the vicinity of a man-hole installation and this query was referred earlier this year to the Council's Roads section for inspection and repair of the pedestrian path. Can you confirm up to date position?"
REPLY:
The Area Engineer has been requested to include for the repair of the tripping hazard in the works programme.

RTT/103/14 TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME AT MERRY PLOUGHBOY PUB

QUESTION (6): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 40453 

"To ask the Chief Executive to design a traffic calming scheme for the sections either side of the Merry Ploughboy Pub where the bends on the road are seriously acute?"
REPLY:
Edmondstown Road is classified as a Distributor Road and as such facilitates the distribution of traffic to the adjoining estates. Such routes are also used by the emergency vehicles (Ambulance, Fire Brigade, Gardai etc). It is not the Council's policy to provide traffic calming measures such as ramps on these routes.

The road has a maximum speed limit of 50kph (with repeater signs), a continuous white line down the middle, numerous warning signs and "slow" markings used to supplement warning signs. The Council is currently purchasing a number of speed indicator devices and this location will be considered for one of these devices.

RTT/104/14 PARKING AT ROSEMOUNT SHOPPING CENTRE

QUESTION (7): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 40458 

"To ask the Chief Executive to meet with the Rosemount Shops Management regarding the next stage with regard to parking planning in the car park?"
REPLY:
A meeting will be arranged as soon as practicable.

RTT/105/14 GREENHILLS/BALLYMOUNT/ROBINHOOD REALIGNMENT SCHEME 

QUESTION (8): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40920 

"To ask the Chief Executive if there has been any progress on the plans for the Greenhills/Ballymount/Robinhood Realignment Scheme; to ask the current funding position for this scheme; to ask how it is proposed to bring the scheme forward in the time ahead?"
REPLY:
As previously advised, separate Part 8’s and CPO’s were approved for the four sections (Calmount, Robinhood, Limekiln and Parkview) of this Scheme between 2006 and 2008. Since then the acquisition of lands necessary to construct this Scheme has been progressing, with terms for the latest acquisition currently being finalised, funding for which is being provided directly by SDCC.

Funding to progress the detailed design, site investigations and construction contracts has not been secured due to the current economic difficulties. However should the necessary funding be secured it may facilitate the advancement of the overall scheme either section by section or in one bundle over the coming years.

RTT/106/14 TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES FOR FERNHILL/MUCHROSS/HILLSBROOK/SHELTON/ DANGAN

QUESTION (9): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40921 

"To ask the Chief Exexutive when the traffic calming measures for the agreed Fernhill/Muckross/Hillsbrook/Shelton/Dangan scheme will be delivered, which elements of the scheme will be prioritised to begin with, and to make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:
Due to the many demands on the Council’s resources, the Council has only limited funding for the installation of traffic calming measures in 2014.  The focus will be concentrating on spinal roads in residential areas.  Discussions will be taking place with the relevant Area Committees with a view to selecting four/five roads in each of the Council’s six electoral areas.  As with previous traffic calming schemes, the selection of individual roads will be a matter for the relevant Area Committee. 

Fernhill/Muckross/Hillsbrook/Shelton/Dangan are on the traffic calming request list for the Templeogue - Terenure Electoral Area.

RTT/107/14 PROPOSED NEW ENTRANCE TO KNOCKCULLEN/ASHTON/ELKWOOD

QUESTION (10): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 40914 

"To ask the Chief Executive when are the works starting on the proposed new entrance to Knockcullen/Ashton/Elkwood?"
REPLY:
The contract for the work at Knocklyon Road / Knockcullen Rise junction has been awarded to Priority Construction Ltd. They intend to commence on site week commencing Monday 13th October 2014 and have undertaken to resource and programme the work in order to achieve completion before the end of November 2014.

As there is likely to be some localised traffic disruption during these improvement works, SDCC greatly appreciates the tolerance and patience of residents until the work is complete.

RTT/108/14 TRAFFICE AT KCR JUNCTION

QUESTION (11): Councillor F. Warfield  


Item ID: 40740 

"To ask the Chief Executive due to the high level of traffic at the KCR junction at morning rush hour, engage with Dublin City Council if needed on the installation of pedestrian lights at the KCR crossroads and allow young school children and older adults the comfort of crossing the junction without having to dodge traffic from Kimmage Road West to Terenure Road West (and vice versa)."
REPLY:
This junction is maintained by Dublin City Council. The request will be passed to the City Council Roads Department for direct reply.

RTT/109/14 PROPOSED DELARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

HEADED ITEM (5): Transportation 



 Item ID: 40866 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/110/14 WINTER MAINTENCE PLAN 2014/2015

HEADED ITEM (6): Transportation  



Item ID: 40823 
Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, presented the following report:-
Winter Maintenance Plan 2014/2015
Following contributions from Councillors D. O’Donovan, D. Looney, R. McMahon, P. Kearns, P. Donovan and A.M. Dermody, Mr. O’Grady responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Committee through the Chairperson would forward details of the two new locations selected by the Committee for the installation of salt bins. 
RTT/111/14 PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER LANEWAY TO THE REAR OF NOS. 34 TO 40 LIMEKILN AVENUE, WALKINSTOWN, DUBLIN 12. MAP REF: RE1122

HEADED ITEM (7): Transportation 



 Item ID: 40906 
Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer, presented the following report:-
The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 24th March 2014.

“An application has been received from the Housing Department and the residents of 34, 36, 38 & 40 Limekiln Avenue to extinguish the public right of way over the laneway to the rear of these properties. They propose to close the laneway by means of a gate to prevent dumping taking place in the laneway.”

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 24th July 2014 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Monday 8th September 2014.

No correspondence was received in response to the public advertisement/ notice. 

Utility Reports

Public Lighting – No services

Water & Drainage – No foul sewer/water implications

Eircom – No objection

Bord Gais – No gas mains inside the site boundary

ESB – No objection 

UPC – No Services

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.

[image: image1.emf]
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:-
“that this Committee recommends to the Council that the public right of way over laneway to the rear of numbers 34 to 40 Limekiln Avenue, Walkinstown, Dublin 12 as shown coloured red on Drawing RE 1122 be extinguished.”

RTT/112/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (8): Transportation


  Item ID: 40867 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/113/14 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (3): Transportation  


Item ID: 40868 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/114/14  PROVISION OF SIGNAGE AND MAINTENANCE OF FOOTPATHS AND PUBLIC LIGHTING IN TARA HILL AND ST. PATRICK’S COTTAGES
MOTION (2): Item ID: 40700 
It was proposed by Councillor S. Holland, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield:-

"That the Chief Executive report on the below from Residents of Tara Hill and St Patricks Cottages:

They have asked for "children at play" road signs and also for the estate to be maintained. There are broken pavements, uneven road surfaces and a falling lamp post. The broken pavements are dangerously uneven in parts. We have a number of elderly and very young residents. The overgrown bushes obscure part of the road and force cyclists/pedestrians into the one lane wide road.  Many children and cyclists including myself use this road on a daily basis. The lamp post would kill a person if it came down on them.

We have a lively, mixed community of young families and older retired people, new families, council and privately owned houses.   Many of the children in our neighborhood use the streets for access and play.  They are often unaccompanied which is perfectly acceptable in our caring and quiet community.  

The examples of neglect of community infrastructure is unacceptable, and quite frankly not seen in other estates in Rathfarnham. I move that we have these issues rectified."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“The request for children at play signs is currently being examined and a report on the matter will be presented to the Traffic Management Meeting in November.

With regard to footpath repairs, the Area Engineer has been requested to carry out an inspection of the estate. Any necessary repairs will be considered for inclusion in the 2015 Roadworks programme subject to availability of resources.

The Councils nightly public lighting patrol has not revealed "a falling lampost", however, if specific details i.e lamp number or address are supplied the lighting column will be inspected.

In the case of overgrown bushes on private property at the junction of Whitechurch Road and Tara Hill Road, the owner will be requested to cut back these bushes.”

Following a contribution from Councillor S. Holland, Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/115/14  REQUEST FOR TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES IN COOLAMBER PARK
MOTION (3): Item ID: 40739 
It was proposed by Councillor F. Warfield, seconded by Councillor S. Holland:-

"That the Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee calls on South Dublin County Council to fund the installation of traffic calming measures in Coolamber Park."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“Due to the many demands on the Council’s resources, the Council has only limited funding for the installation of traffic calming measures in 2014. The focus will be concentrating on spinal roads in residential areas. Discussions will be taking place with the relevant Area Committees with a view to selecting four/five roads in each of the Council’s six electoral areas. As with previous traffic calming schemes, the selection of individual roads will be a matter for the relevant Area Committee.

Coolamber Park is on the traffic calming request list for the Templeogue - Terenure Electoral Area.”

Following contributions from Councillors F. Warfield and D. O’Donovan, Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the Committee through the Chairperson would forward details of the locations selected by the Committee for the installation of traffic calming ramps.
RTT/116/14 IMPACT OF 30 MINUTES FREE PARKING IN RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE
MOTION (4): Item ID: 40893 
It was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor S. Holland:-  

"That the Chief Executive with the aid of a report confirm what impact the 30 minutes free parking has had on trade in Rathfarnham village, you will recall that there were real concerns among some traders that extending the free parking limit would have a negative impact on trade.  Have there been any complaints from either the general public or traders with regard to parking? This is a pilot arrangement, is it likely that this pilot will be made more permanent, assuming positive overall effect on trade."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“A report on the ‘30 minute free parking period’ will be presented to the Transportation SPC. The report will include data on usage, parking availability, space turnover etc. Additionally the public and trading response to the initiative will be included.”

Following contributions from Councillors A.M. Dermody and P. Kearns, Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/117/14 TRAFFIC AND PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENTS IN THE VICINITY OF ST. COLMCILLES SCHOOLS, IDRONE AVENUE, KNOCKLYON AND SCHOLARSTOWN JUNCTIONS
MOTION (5): Item ID: 40972 
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Foley:-
"That this Committee agrees that the Council responds as comprehensively as possible to the requests from St Colmcille's Schools regarding vehicular, cyclist and pedestrian movements within the vicinity of the school and Idrone Avenue and Knocklyon and Scholarstown Junctions."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“The Council is actively engaged in dealing with the requests from St Colmcille's. The congestion at the school junction will be monitored during October. The relevant monitoring equipment is currently being installed. The junction at Knocklyon Road, Idrone Avenue and Scholarstown Road is a staggered cross road, a signal controller which reacts to traffic conditions is installed. It is configured to insure that the entire junction is prevented from gridlock and the maximum amount of traffic is accommodated given the layout of the roads in and approaching the junction. The junction is operating to maximise traffic throughput consistent with the safety of vulnerable road users.

In addition, in 2014 the National Transport Authority granted funding to South Dublin County Council for a ‘Green Schools Cluster’ project. This project involves liaison between a number of schools at Ballyroan in the Rathfarnham area, An Taisce Green Schools, the NTA Green Schools Coordinator and South Dublin County Council. The aim of the project is to engage with the schools, assess current levels of walking and cycling to the schools and identify measures that could encourage walking and cycling to the school. The NTA have provided funding to implement the programme and also to carry out improvements to pedestrian and cycle facilities and improve permeability in the vicinity of the schools. Please note the project description is specifically tailored to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. The schools that are part of the programme were the schools based within the Ballyroan / Ballyboden cluster as follows:

· St. Colmcilles Senior National School 

· Sancta Maria College 

· Coláiste Éanna CBS 

· Scoil Naomh Padraig 

Ballyroan Boys National School were also surveyed as they were in close proximity to the schools in question. As St. Colmcilles are returning this year to Idrone Avenue, the survey was changed to allow them to feed back information about their new location. The surveys are currently being collated and examined and a report will follow. However preliminary examination shows a number of issues reported in relation to walking and cycling to St. Colmcilles new location at Idrone Avenue, in particular from Orlagh Roundabout to the new school location.

South Dublin County Council are undertaking detailed design for a section of the Tallaght to Ballyboden Cycle Route which passes close to the school on Knocklyon Road. The National Transport Authority have agreed to extend funding, so South Dublin County Council have requested the consulting engineers to extend their brief to examine and upgrade as required, the provision of walking and cycling facilities north and south from Knocklyon Road from Orlagh Roundabout to the school. Topographical survey is currently underway. It is envisaged that the detailed design of these walking and cycling facilities will be complete by year end. Once completed a further application for funding can be made for tender and construction phases.”

Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, D. O’Donovan and P. Foley, Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Planning

RTT/118/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Donovan, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 12-13 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/119/14 UPDATE ON DALRIADA ESTATE

QUESTION (12): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 40456 

"To ask the Chief Executive to provide us with the up to date situation with the Dalriada estate and if the developer has engaged with SDCC?"
REPLY:
The Developer of Dalriada is Ellier Developments and they are still trading.

They recently indicated that they intend to resume development shortly. SDCC Building Control section are maintaining an active interest in this scheme and will be pursuing Elliers if activities do not recommence shortly.

RTT/120/14 GAELSCOIL IN KNOCKLYON
QUESTION (13): Councillor D. O'Donovan 


 Item ID: 40915 

"To ask the Chief Executive what is the current situation with the Gaelscoil in Knocklyon, what is the barrier to their new school being built?"
REPLY:
Gaelscoil Chnoc Liamhna is located in temporary accommodation on a South Dublin County Council owned site at Knocklyon Road, Dublin 16. The Council agreed to dispose of this site to the Department of Education and Skills in February 2007 to enable permanent school accommodation to be provided on the site.

Due to a land registration anomaly, the disposal has not been completed due to a strip of unregistered land that comprised part of the former (i.e. pre M50) Knocklyon Road that now forms part of the site. Without regularisation of the property registration status of this strip of former road, the Council can’t offer clean title to the Department. Given that the school has been in operation on the site this would seem like a matter that should have been resolved without significant delay, however the strip of land in question has never been registered and the Property Registration Authority has to date, queried the options put forward by our legal advisors to register the property. We have sought to bring matters to a head, including, inter alia, an extant attempt at adverse possession. The Council has advised the Department of Education and Skills that it is unlikely that a legal resolution can be found to the Title anomaly and the Department is seeking legal advice in relation to this.

Funding and delivery of a permanent school at this location is a matter for the Department of Education and Skills capital funding programme, however in keeping with the spirit of the MoU for School Site Identification and Acquisition, the planning department is liaising closely with the Department regarding the delivery of a permanent school at this site.

RTT/121/14 Planning Files

HEADED ITEM (9): Planning  




Item ID: 40869 

A. Large Applications Under Consideration
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
B. Files Requested by Members
Requested by Cllr. Lahart

 

	                     Reg Ref:   SD14A/0180

  

	Applicant:
	Capami Ltd.  

	Date Received:
	27-Aug-2014  

	Location:
	South of Oldcourt Road, Oldcourt, Firhouse, Dublin 24.  

	Development:
	Residential development comprising 138 no. dwellings on a site area of 5.06 hectares; access to the development will be via a proposed new vehicular entrance from Oldcourt Road. The proposed development is comprised of 13 no. 4 bed 2 storey detached houses; 92 no. 3 & 4 bed 2 storey semi-detached houses; 25 no. 3 bed 2 storey terraced houses and 8 no. apartments in 4 no. 2 storey end of terrace units; all associated site development and infrastructural works, car parking, open spaces and landscaping.    

	Decision Due:
	21-Oct-2014


 

	       Decision Details:
	Decision:
	 

	 
	Decision Date:
	 

	 
	Final Grant Issued:
	 

	 
	AppealDecision
	 

	 
	Appeal Lodged on
	 

	 
	Appeal Decision Date:
	


It was AGREED to take the following Emergency Motion in conjunction with this item:-
It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillors P. Donovan, D. O’Donovan, F. Duffy, S. Holland and J. Lahart:

“That the Planner presents to the Committee the following planning files relating to the proposed development of lands off Oldcourt Road:-

SD14A0180 and SD14A0179” 

The above files were available at the meeting.

Following contributions from Councillors A.M. Dermody, D. O’Donovan, J. Lahart, R. McMahon and P. Donovan, Mr. S. Rhys-Thomas, A/Senior Executive Planner, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/122/14 TAKING IN CHARGE REPORT

HEADED ITEM (10): Planning Department


  Item ID: 40975
Mr. W. Purcell, Senior Engineer, presented the following report:- 
“No. of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding
C
ESTATES WHERE TAKING IN CHARGE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE BEING PREPARED:

4
Templeroan Mews
Knocklyon
 Noel Reynolds

Valid taking in charge request received for 

development. This Development has been 

advertised for taking in charge in July 2014
D
ESTATES WHERE TAKING IN CHARGE WORKS ARE OUTSTANDING

260
Stocking Wood
Rathfarnham
Deane Homes

Mixed Residential development. No taking in 

charge request yet received and security in 

place. Parent planning 
permission is for 10 

years and does not expire until Sept 2015, 

revised permissions do not expire until 2019. 

Utilising security or enforcement are 

compromised while the permissions are live. 

Receiver appointed Jan 2012 only for part of 

the development. Receiver advised that 
not

all security will be released as the security is 

for the full development, not only that in 

receivership.

The receiver has advised of intention to fund 

taking in charge works from recent house sales 

and has carried out some works in the estate, 

notably safety works to boundaries of the 

building site. The technical requirements of 

taking in charge process have been outlined to 

the receiver and CCTV has been completed. In

parallel to this, as-built details of the 

remaining underground network, site layout, 

public open space, public lighting are being 

completed as part of taking in charge 

obligations. Meanwhile Kingscroft are 

continuing to develop the 30+ house site to 

the South-East of the Roundabout. 

Realistically, the timing of the completion and

sale of the Kingscroft development, the 

proving of all underground networks, 

preparation and approval of all as-built 

drawings, surfacing of remaining roads should 

all coincide in the winter of 2014.Remedial 

works including the provision of a new park 

were due to commence on the 1st of 

September. It has been confirmed by our 

Senior Engineer that this work started on the 

site on the 02.09.2014. Pavement 

Investments have commenced development of 

the northside compound area & these dwellings 

should be complete and occupied by 2015
No. of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding
G
ESTATES UNDER CONSTRUCTION/CONSTRUCTION CEASED:

181
College Square, Wainsfort Manor
Terenure
Ballymore 

Properties Ltd

Private development currently controlled by 

Management company. No taking in charge 

request from developer. Development not 

completed under SD04A/0242, the 104 

apartments not commenced and 62 of 77 

permitted houses completed. The developer is 

now commencing 42 units under a revised 

planning permission (SD11A/0313)and has 

completed CCTV survey to prove 

underground services are to taking in charge 

standard. A new bond has also been put in 

place to secure service completion in future.

182
Dalriada Estate
Ballycullen
Ellier 

Development 

Mixed Residential Development  for 182 units 
Ltd

granted by An Bord Pleanala.  Further 

extension of duration granted to Feb 2015. 

The bond for the development remains in 

place. Management Agreement submitted. No 

taking in charge request from developer and 

approximately 100 of the units in the 

development are constructed and the 

permission is still active. The developers 

received planning permission for a revised 

layout to part of this scheme recently, 

SD13A/0005 refers. This development will 

most likely commence in the coming months. 

Given that certain roads are shared between 

existing and proposed development and that 

the storm and foul water systems are shared, it 

would be premature to discuss taking in charge

until the development is complete as while 

construction will be ongoing a risk to services 

would exist were they taken in charge.

13
Hersil Wood
Knocklyon 
Pinza Property 

Road
Company

Phase 1 of the development under construction 

- 13 houses

6
Silver Acre House
Sarah Curran 
Homeland 

Avenue
Investments Ltd

6 houses under construction
No. of Houses
Estate
Location
Developer

Works Outstanding
K
PRIVATE DEVELOPMENTS(NO TIC REQUEST)

11
Crannagh Way
Rathfarnham
Grovewood 

Contractors Ltd.

Crannagh Way contains 11 semi detached 

units built around 1996/97. Access to the 

development is through Crannagh Grove/Road 

which was itself taken in charge in 1986.

The planning permission stated that the 

development was to be private and conditions 

required the establishment of a management 

structure for ongoing service maintenance. 

The development was carried out by 

Grovewood Contractors however it was never 

offered for taking in charge. There was no 

condition requiring lodgement of security 

applied by An Bord Pleanala who granted 

permission under 06S.099068. No record of 

bond or security lodged exists. As the 

statutory period for the taking of enforcement 

action has expired a number of years, the 

Council cannot compel the developer to 

complete the development. 

Initial surveys of surface defects that would 

have to be remedied in order to bring the 

development to taking in charge standard are 

approximately €45,000, with public lighting 

standards being the main issue.

The house owners may offer the services to be 

taken in charge but funds will have to be 

identified to complete taking in charge 

remediation.”
Following contributions from Councillors S. Holland and D. O’Donovan, Mr. Purcell responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

RTT/123/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (11): Planning 




 Item ID: 40870 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

RTT/124/14 Correspondence 

CORRESPONDENCE (4): Planning 



 Item ID: 40871 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/125/14  INSTALLATION OF CYCLE TRACK FROM SCHOLARSTOWN ROUNDABOUT TO ST. COLMCILLES N.S.
MOTION (6):







 Item ID: 40916 
It was proposed by Councillor D. O'Donovan, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield:-
"That the Chief Executive installs a cycle track on the stretch of road from Scholarstown Roundabout to St. Colmcilles National School as a matter of urgency.  Given that there are 1,600 students attending the school, any measure that would keep traffic off the site must be encouraged.  And obviously cycling offers enormous health benefits to the students but at the moment this stretch of road is extremely narrow and dangerous." 
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“In 2014 the National Transport Authority granted funding to South Dublin County Council for a ‘Green Schools Cluster’ project. This project involves liaison between a number of schools at Ballyroan in the Rathfarnham area, An Taisce Green Schools, the NTA Green Schools Coordinator and South Dublin County Council. The aim of the project is to engage with the schools, assess current levels of walking and cycling to the schools and identify measures that could encourage walking and cycling to the school. The NTA have provided funding to implement the programme and to identify any improvements that may be made to pedestrian and cycle facilities and to improve permeability in the vicinity of the schools. The project description is specifically tailored to examine facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. The schools that are part of the programme were the schools based within the Ballyroan / Ballyboden cluster as follows:

· St. Colmcilles Senior National School 

· Sancta Maria College 

· Coláiste Éanna CBS 

· Scoil Naomh Padraig 

Ballyroan Boys National School were also surveyed as they were in close proximity to the schools in question.  As St. Colmcilles returned this year to Idrone Avenue, the survey was changed to allow them to feed back information about their new location. The surveys are currently being collated and examined and a report will follow. However preliminary examination shows a number of issues reported in relation to walking and cycling to St. Colmcilles new location at Idrone Avenue, in particular from Orlagh Roundabout and Scholarstown Road down to the new school location.

South Dublin County Council are undertaking detailed design for a section of the Tallaght to Ballyboden Cycle Route which passes close to the school on Knocklyon Road. The National Transport Authority have agreed to extend funding, so South Dublin County Council have requested the consulting engineers to extend their brief to examine and upgrade as required, the provision of walking and cycling facilities north and south from Knocklyon Road from Orlagh Roundabout to the school. Topographical survey is currently underway. It is envisaged that the detailed design of these walking and cycling facilities will be complete by year end. Once completed a further application for funding to the National Transport Authority can be made for tender and construction phases.

In the meantime the Roads Traffic Section have monitored the congestion at the school junction at Knocklyon Road. The junction at Knocklyon Road, Idrone Avenue and Scholarstown Road is a staggered cross road, a signal controller which reacts to traffic conditions is installed. It is configured to insure that the entire junction is prevented from gridlock and the maximum amount of traffic is accommodated given the layout of the roads in and approaching the junction. The junction is operating to maximise traffic throughput consistent with the safety of vulnerable road users. The Traffic section will also examine other issues that were raised by the school-going community in relation to the existing traffic signals and phasing, ‘green man’ times etc.”
Following contributions from Councillors D. O’Donovan and J. Lahart, Ms S. Furlong, Public Realm Designer, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a further report would be presented to the November meeting.

Libraries & Arts

RTT/126/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/127/14 Library News & Events

HEADED ITEM (12): Libraries & Arts 



Item ID: 40872 
Mr. I. Stobbart, Senior Executive Librarian, presented the following report:-

Library News & Events
Following a contribution from Councillor P. Kearns the report was NOTED.
RTT/128/14 Application for Arts Grants
HEADED ITEM (13): Libraries & Arts 



 Item ID: 40873 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/129/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (14): Libraries & Arts 



 Item ID: 40874 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/130/14 CORRESPONDENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE (5): Libraries & Arts 


 Item ID: 40875 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Economic Development

RTT/131/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/132/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (15): Economic Development  

Item ID: 40876 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/133/14 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (6): Economic Development 
 Item ID: 40877 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/134/14 UTILISATION OF RATHFARNHAM CASTLE AND ST. ENDA’S PARK TO DRIVE TOURISM IN RATHFARNHAM
MOTION (7): 







Item ID: 40896 
It was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-
"That the Chief Executive ensures that a specific budget be ear-marked and a sub-committee established to work collectively to see how Rathfarnham Castle and St. Enda's Park could be utilised to drive tourism to Rathfarnham. The establishment of a farmers' market is something that has been mooted in the past, with the Chief Executive bringing to this Committee how best this could be established and promoted. I would ask that initiatives similar to the the Puremile be used to encourage locals to improve the overall look of specific walkways, with clear input by this Council as to how it could fund such initiates on a social credit type arrangement employed."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“Promotion of tourism in the County is an important economic activity. Rathfarnham Castle and St. Enda's, while in the ownership of the OPW, are prominent elements to promote tourism within the County. In order to provide focus and  future structure for the development of tourism within the County the Council has issued an RFT (request for tender) for the commissioning of a County Tourism Strategy with a deadline of Oct 17th for companies to submit, is currently published on etenders.

The brief for the RFT was developed by the Tourism Interests Working Group of the Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development SPC.

While one cannot anticipate the detail of the final strategy, it is clear that more extensive use and promotion of both St. Endas and Rathfarnham Castle will be central to the Councils plans regarding tourism.

The brief is framed by a clear acknowledgment that effective delivery of quality amenity offerings in the locality can also leverage tourism visits to the County. In this context developments such as Puremile could be considered as such programmes present an attractive and positive image of the County helping to attract visitors through the involvement of local citizen's.

Among many specific requirements in the brief the RFT calls for extensive consultation by the appointed company with stakeholders in framing the strategy and consultation with the principals of the project will be included. 
The Tourism Interests Working Group are currently reviewing specific actions that may be prioritised and funded for 2015, while waiting for the selection and appointment of the consultants to research and develop the strategy. In parallel is the villages initiative. Included as part of this programme are two proposed improvements in the vicinity of Rathfarnham castle. These will brought through the formal 'part VIII' process before Christmas. As part of these initiatives a farmers market will be examined.”

Following contributions from Councillors A.M. Dermody, D. Looney, S. Holland, J. Lahart, C. Brophy, P. Donovan and P. Kearns, Mr. C. Ryan, Senior Planner, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.  It was AGREED to examine the suggestions made and inform the Members of the outcome.
 
Performance & Change Management

RTT/135/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/136/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (16): Performance & Change Mgmt.
   Item ID: 40878 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/137/14 CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (7): Performance & Change Mgmt.  Item ID: 40879 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Corporate Support

RTT/138/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

RTT/139/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (17): Corporate Support 


 Item ID: 40880 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/140/14 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (8): Corporate Support  

Item ID: 40881 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Water & Drainage

RTT/141/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Donovan, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 14-16 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/142/14 BARRIER AT BALLYCULLEN STREAM

QUESTION (14): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 40451 

"To ask the Chief Executive if the barrier at Ballycullen Stream has been replaced yet - two years after it was promised?" 
REPLY:
The screen on the Ballycullen stream has been replaced and upgraded, please see attached photo and location of the newly completed screen which was constructed in July 2014. 
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RTT/143/14 FLOOD ALLEVIATION PLANS FOR THE RIVER PODDLE

QUESTION (15): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40922 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the flood alleviation plans for the River Poddle, for an updated timeline of their proposed delivery, and to make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council is liasing with the OPW and Dublin City in developing proposals to alleviate flooding along the River Poddle.

The OPW produced an Options Report which recommended two options: one option is hard defences, sealing manholes and upstream storage and the other option is hard defences, sealing manholes and flow diversion to the River Dodder.

The next stage is the procurement of an engineering consultant to develop a preferred option to detailed design stage and to prepare contract documents.

South Dublin as the lead authority is developing a design brief and tender documents for the procurement of the consultant. It is planned to have the aforementioned documents completed by the end of October 2014 at which point we can invite tenders from consultants on an existing framework agreement.

The tender period is a minimum of 6 weeks so we should be in a position to appoint a consultant in early 2015 with a view to commencing construction.

RTT/144/14 FLOOD RELIEF MEASURES FOR CASTLEFIELD

QUESTION (16): Councillor D. O'Donovan 


 Item ID: 40457 

"To ask the Chief Executive when residents of Castlefield can expect to have the vital flood relief measures in place?"
REPLY:
The Drainage Section of the Council has examined the flooding problem in the Castlefield area and after reviewing various options it has concluded that a duplication of the existing culvert is the preferred solution to alleviate flooding in the area.

The proposed solution is estimated to cost in the region of €1.6million. As resources from within the Council are limited and the Council has sought partial funding from the OPW and the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.

A meeting with Ministers Hogan and Hayes amongst others was held in Leinster House on the 26th February 2014 and the Council stated it would put up one third of the funding if this was matched with one third from the OPW and one third from the Department.

The OPW indicated that they would fund one third of the scheme but there has been no response from the Department which can only be interpreted as a negative response. This means the Council will have to find over €1 million to fund this scheme.

It is proposed to include a financial provision in the 2015 capital budget, every effort will be made to expedite the scheme and it is planned to procure an engineering consultant this year so that detailed surveys can commence as soon as possible to enable the detailed design and contract documents to be completed which will then enable a construction contract to be entered into.

Unless there is a significant change to the scheme presented to the Flood Committee it is not proposed to engage in further public consultation in order to expedite the scheme.

RTT/145/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (18): Water & Drainage  


Item ID: 40882 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/146/14 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (9): Water & Drainage 


 Item ID: 40883 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/147/14  CLEANUP OF THE GLIN RIVER
MOTION (8): 







Item ID: 40890 
It was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Donovan:-

"That the Chief Executive organise a costing as to the amount required to clean up the Glin River and the likely time such work would take. There is a real concern that as a result of the continued and increased dumping of illegal household waste in this river that this has adversely compromised the biodiversity of this river and in turn has compromised the fish stock in the river. That a schedule of works be drawn up for the cleaning up and clearing out of the river which ought to include the pruning of the Willow trees and the cost of restocking the river on completion of such works. I would ask provision to be made in the upcoming budget for such works and that all such work take place during the winter months of 2014 and in advance of Spring 2015."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ and NOTED:
“The River Glin is a fourth order watercourse which refers to a stretch of the Whitechurch Stream between the Tuning Fork just before the stream joins the Owendoher River at this road junction and the petrol station on Whitechurch Road.

In view of the concern raised about the river fish stock, this matter was referred to Inland Fisheries Ireland, which is the competent authority to advise in matters of aquatic biological diversity in the area, for comment. The Dublin Director replied that he had walked the lower Whitechurch Stream last week and did not observe any significant rubbish. He stated that ''the riparian vegetation is in a very natural state which is positive for the overall aquatic biological diversity in the area''. This comment is a welcome observation.

As this stream is a key salmonoid spawning tributary of the Owendoher/ Dodder system, seasonal constraints apply - in-stream works are closed between October and May annually.

The stream was inspected by Council staff on the 6th and 7th October 2014 and no significant dumping was observed. Some minor items (a tv, 2 traffic cones, waste timber, etc) were noticed and these items will be removed from river banks. Some excess vegetation which could fall from the bank - on the Whitechurch Road side - was observed and this will be removed. However, in keeping with the Fisheries requirements, no in-stream works will be undertaken.

The Council will continue to monitor the stream over the 'closed in-stream' works period and should any works be identified they will be included in any seasonal works programme that may be identified. Cognisance of the requirements of the Wildlife Act was also be borne in mind when any works are programmed.

Be assured of our continued commitment to monitor this and all our watercourses. Our knowledge of this stream is such that the riparian margins, water quality and fish stocks are in overall good condition. This position would appear to be supported by Inland Fisheries Ireland.”

Public Realm

RTT/148/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor D. O’Donovan, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 17-25 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/149/14 TREE PLANTING AT THE ENTRANCE TO HILLSIDE PARK
QUESTION (17): Councillor A-M. Dermody 


 Item ID: 40895 

"To ask the Chief Executive that it was agreed by the Manager that replacement trees would be planted along the green patch on the right hand side of the entrance to Hillside Park. This commitment was made 5 years ago to (Address Supplied) and was confirmed to me by the Chief Executive before the local elections. Please can you confirm current status?" Please remove name address and location so as to protect the identity of the constituent.
REPLY:
The Council's Public Realm Section intend to plant approximately three or four trees at the location in question, at the entrance to Hillside Park.  It is proposed that this work will be carried out during the month of November.

RTT/150/14 REPLACEMENT OF WALL AT THE ENTRANCE TO WILLBROOK LAWN
QUESTION (18): Councillor A-M. Dermody  

Item ID: 40897 

"To ask the Chief Executive that back in April I asked when is it intended that the wall at the entrance to Willbrook Lawn which was demolished recently by the Council because of the unsound nature of same is to be replaced.  I received a reply in the affirmative but little has been done since.  I understand that engagement with the ESB was part of the delay in progressing matter.  Please can you provide update with a clear date for completion of the necessary works?"
REPLY:
The Council's Public Realm section will commence the re-building of the wall at Willbrook Lawn during the week commencing Monday October 27th.  It is expected that the construction work will be completed within approximately 2 weeks of the commencement date.

RTT/151/14 PAINTING OF CONTAINERS IN FRIARSTOWN ALLOTMENTS

QUESTION (19): Councillor J. Lahart 



 Item ID: 40445 

"To ask the Chief Executive to paint the containers in Friarstown Allotments a more environmentally friendly colour?"
REPLY:
Consideration will be given to repainting the containers as requested.

RTT/152/14 USE OF ELKWOOD GREEN

QUESTION (20): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 40446 

"To ask the Chief Executive for a comprehensive report on the history of the use of Elkwood Green?"
REPLY:
Background
The public openspace at Elkwood was developed during the construction of the surrounding residential developments; Elkwood, Knockcullen, and Ballycullen.

The openspace was taken in charge by Dublin County Council sometime in the 1980s and was subsequently developed into a football pitch due to an increasing demand for pitches in the County.

The pitch is located within the openspace in the centre of the aerial photograph below.

The pitch may be accessed by vehicle from the Ballyroan Road through Ballyroan Crescent, and into Ballyroan Heights or may be accessed from the Knocklyon Road, through Knockcullen Rise and into Knockcullen Drive or Knockcullen Lawn.

The designated carparking areas for pitch users are as located at Knockcullen Lawn and Ballyroan Heights.

Gaelic Football Activity : Ballyboden St Endas
Initially, the pitch was laid out as a Gaelic Football pitch and it was allocated to Ballyboden St Endas from mid 2003 to mid 2011.

Ballyboden St Endas used the pitch regularly either for matches, or training, or both.

The Council was not aware at any time of any negative issues pertaining to the use of the facility during this letting period either from directly from the club or local residents.

Soccer: Knocklyon United FC
The pitch was subsequently laid out as a Soccer Pitch and let to Knocklyon United FC at the commencement of the 2011/ 2012 Soccer Season.

It appears that over the past few seasons, KUFC’s use of the pitch had grown to the extent that KUFC played three matches consecutively on the pitch at Elkwood every Sunday morning, and had training sessions up to five nights per week on the periphery of the pitch during the summer months.

Issues / Complaints
Over the period from December 2011 to August this year, the Council received a total of 56 complaints from the local residents association in relation to Knocklyon United’s use of the football pitch in the openspace. The Council also received various representations from Council members and responded to issues raised by members at Rathfarnham Area Committee Meetings.

The complaints received from the residents, particularly in relation to parking difficulties were verified via real-time site visits by Council staff while the pitch was in use.

In an effort to address the issues raised by the residents, a number of meetings were held with representatives from both Knocklyon United and the Residents Association.

Issues raised by the residents, namely the use of the periphery of the pitch for training up to five nights per week by up to five teams at a time and the car-parking area remaining locked and unused were presented to Knocklyon United for reply.

No satisfactory response was received from the club to these complaints. Considering the most recent complaints, all formal complaints received in relation to the pitch at Elkwood over the last three years were reviewed and taken into account during the assessment of applications for 2014/2015 pitch letting.

Having regard to the nature of the pitch at Elkwood, the limited parking facilities, and the growth and success of KUFC it is considered that the pitch at Elkwood is no longer able to meet the needs of KUFC, while also not infringing on the residential amenity and access of the surrounding dwellings.

2014 /2015 Letting: Terenure FC
The pitch has been allocated to Terenure Football Club for the 2014/15 soccer season.

The pitch is being used by 4 underage teams with many of the players being local residents. Accordingly, it is expected that the impact on the environs of the openspace will have considerably reduced and the openspace continues to serve as an amenity for both the soccer community and local residents.

Photo
RTT/153/14 LIMEKILN GREEN PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

QUESTION (21): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40725 

"To ask the Chief Executive when the Limekiln Green Public Realm Improvement Scheme designed and committed to earlier this year will be started, and when it is planned to be finished?"
REPLY:
There are currently no plans for a public realm improvement works scheme at Limekiln Green.  The Council's Public Realm section will as a first step establish the requirements of such a scheme at this location, and following this a preliminary design for an improvement scheme will be completed.

RTT/154/14 DUBLIN 12 LANEWAY CLEANSING PROGRAMME

QUESTION (22): Councillor D. Looney 


 Item ID: 40917 

"To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the ongoing Dublin 12 Laneway Cleansing Programme, and as part of the programme, to commit to laneway clean-ups at the following locations (Address Supplied)?"
REPLY:
A report detailing the progress on laneway cleaning in the Dublin 12 area in 2014 to date is attached.  The areas where a further commitment for cleaning has been sought namely (Address Supplied) are all included on the original schedule and details are provided on the attached report.

Laneways Report
RTT/155/14 PLAYSPACE AT BEECHFIELD PARK

QUESTION (23): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40918 

"To ask the Chief Executive when the installation of the playspace at Beechfield Park will be concluded, and to provide an update on the Playspace Programme for the area under the remit of this Committee for 2014, 2015 and beyond?"
REPLY:
A contract for the construction of the play space at Beechfield Park has recently been awarded. Construction is expected to commence in mid November.

An update on the Play Space programme is being presented at this meeting as a Headed Item.

RTT/156/14 ANTI-ILLEGAL DUMPING MEASURES AT BOHERNABREENA.GLENASMOLE/GUNNEY HILL AREAS

QUESTION (24): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 40912 

"To ask the Chief Executive what anti-illegal dumping measures are being put in place in Bohernabreena/Glenasmole/Gunney Hill areas to deal with the ongoing issues in these areas?  Residents in Bohernabreena cannot put out their green bins without persons unknown filling their bins?" 
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council's team of five (5) Litter Wardens investigate all complaints of illegal dumping and littering as well as patrolling all areas within the Council's administrative area, focusing on illegal dumping black spots.

The Litter Warden patrols the areas of Bohernabreena, Glenasmole and Gunny Hill regularly and all incidents of illegal dumping are interrogated for evidence and appropriate enforcement action is taken, where possible. The matter is then referred to the Public Realm Section for removal of the dumped material.

To date in 2014, the Council has received thirty (30) complaints of illegal dumping in relation to the areas of Bohernabreena, Glenasmole and Gunny Hill, all of which have been investigated by the Litter Warden, resulting in the issuing of four (4) litter fines. It is proving increasingly difficult to secure evidence in relation to the identity of polluters as personal information is often removed or shredded.

Members of the public are urged and encouraged to support the Council in taking the appropriate enforcement action by making reports to the Litter Warden for investigation and by providing evidence where possible.

The matter of unauthorised users / third parties filling bins of others is outside the remit of the council.

 
RTT/157/14 REMOVAL OF TREES & SHRUBS IN COOLAMBER ESTATE

QUESTION (25): Councillor D. O'Donovan 


 Item ID: 40913 

"To ask the Chief Executive when will the trees and shrubs be removed from the Coolamber Estate following the recent arrest in the area due to the criminal activity taking place in the area?"
REPLY:
The areas in question are due to be cut by staff from the Council's Public Realm section during the current week.

RTT/158/14 REPORT ON GRAFFITI IN THE TEMPLEOGUE TERENURE RATHFARNHAM AREA

HEADED ITEM (19): Public Realm  



Item ID: 41026
Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer, presented the following report:- 
“Report on Graffiti in the Templeogue Terenure Rathfarnham Area
Following a commitment given at the September ACM, graffiti in the Templeogue Terenure Rathfarnham area has been examined in detail.  During 2014 to date graffiti in 229 public locations has been reported Countywide.  Of the 229 locations, 98 fall within the Templeogue Terenure Rathfarnham area and of the 98 locations where graffiti has been reported in the area 30 have now been resolved.  The remainder are due to be attended to during the coming weeks.  In accordance with a Memorandum of Understanding reached with the ESB earlier in the year, graffiti on an ESB utility box at one location has been referred to the ESB for attention.  It is hoped that a similar MoU can be reached in the near future with other utility companies with regard to graffiti removal.  In addition to the above the litter warden for the area is pursuing the owners of private property to carry out graffiti removal where it affects private property.  The attached report gives details of all 98 graffiti locations reported in 2014 to date, showing those which have been dealt with and those yet to be resolved.”

Locations
Following contributions from Councillors D. Looney, P. Foley, J. Lahart, C. Brophy, F. Warfield and P. Kearns, Mr. Magee responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

RTT/159/14 Update on the Five Year Play Space Programme 2014 – 2018

HEADED ITEM (20): Env. Water & Climate Change  
Item ID: 41066 
Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, and Mr. L. Colleran, Executive Parks Superintendent presented the following report:-

“UPDATE ON THE PLAY SPACE PROGRAMME 2014 - 2018
The purpose of this report is to review The Five Year Play Space Programme 2014 – 2018 that was approved by the Council at the end of 2013. It is now important to: 

· take stock on the implementation of this programme, 

· to learn lessons from the implementation programme in 2014, 

· to update the newly elected members on the purpose and intent of the programme itself 

· to listen to the feedback from the Elected Members 

We are calling our local play areas “play spaces” rather than playgrounds.  We feel that the term playground gives an impression only of a collection of formal play items with safety surfacing in an enclosed area. The word Playground often has a connotation in the minds of residents with anti social activity.

The play spaces will be far more informal, often without formal play equipment or fencing and often not concentrated in one location. They can also be referred to as Natural Play Spaces.

For Neighbourhood and Regional play areas the term playground still applies and they will have a combination of both natural play opportunities and formal equipment.

The Council is proposing to build predominantly natural play spaces as part of its playground Construction programme in local areas. Natural Play can be defined as, ‘The freedom to access, explore and engage with the natural environment with the primary purpose of having fun’.

A natural play space is an area where children can play with natural elements such as sand, water, rocks, wood and living plants. There may also be some formal play items. 

Today, many children lack the time and opportunity to engage in natural unstructured play. Planned, adult-coordinated activities during and after school, as well as electronic games and television, limit a child's ability to engage in exploration and free expression. Research indicates that this ability, along with access to natural settings, is critical to children's development in every major way: intellectually, emotionally, sociallyand physically. Benefits of increased unstructured free play and access to natural areas include improved concentration & impulse control, emotional coping and stress reduction, stimulation of creativity, reduced symptoms with ADD and ADHD, and improved motor coordination.

Natural play spaces focus on creating settings to enable the type of play most important to our youngest children: social play (pretending) and constructive play (building).  Natural Playgrounds encourage children to use their imaginations while simultaneously experiencing the smells, textures and wonders of the natural world. Natural Playgrounds are typically very safe because they include few or no tall structures and no equipment with moving parts. In addition, natural Playgrounds can be relativelyinexpensive to build by usingnatural materials and avoiding often costly catalogue structures.

One of the lessons learned during the consultation process is that the process takes much longer than was originally anticipated and is not simply “a once only meeting” exercise.

The consultation process involved initial scoping with key players in each area including the Elected Members, Community Groups and Residents Associations.  These scoping exercises invariably lead to more than one meeting before the full consultation meeting. In virtually every case residents requested a design to be provided so that they could understand what exactly was being proposed. The requirement to have a design worked out is especially important where residents are opposed to the provision of traditional playgrounds due to a history of vandalism and anti social behaviour. It has to be clearly demonstrated how our proposals will address the specific site conditions in each given location.

In many cases the proposals have been accepted as they were natural play spaces rather than “playgrounds”.

After the issues of contention have been identified it is then possible to proceed to a full public consultation meeting and to which the Elected Members are also invited.  If the proposals are rejected at this stage there is no point in proceeding any further with the proposal. If the proposal is passed at the public meeting it still cannot be taken for granted that the proposal will proceed. It has been our experience that residents who have not attended the public meetings often raise objections afterwards. This has lead to numerous follow-on meetings and design amendments.

The issue of anti social behaviour is a very real concern in virtually all parts of the County.  Residents in areas where anti social behaviour is not a major issue are concerned that a play space would attract it.  in other areas residents feel that it would increase the anti social behaviour levels. 

Following agreements with stakeholders each approved site has gone to tender. In each case the tender analysis has been done with the participation of local stakeholders. This gives people an appreciation of the issues involved and keeps local people involved in the decision making process. This has been a very successful procedure and it is proposed to continue it in subsequent years.

In order to expedite the 2015 programme it is proposed to commence consultation on this programme in November 2014 and after the Elected Members have been briefed on the current programme through the Area Committee meetings.

A total of 10 sites throughout the county were included in the 2014 Play Space Programme.  Two other sites at Hermitage Park in Lucan and Ballycragh Park in Firhouse were separately funded by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. One site at Tymon Park (Tymon North side) is separately funded through the Council’s Capital Programme.

Of the 13 sites listed contracts have been issued for 8 sites, 1 site is out for tender, 1 is ready to go to tender and it was not possible to reach agreement on the remaining 3 sites.

The listing of the programme by Electoral Area has now been revised to match with the new Local Electoral boundaries and the proposed play spaces for Rathfarnham and Templeogue – Terenure Electoral Areas are shown in the tables below. A review of progress in the 2014 programme is summarised below

 

	 RATHFARNHAM Electoral Area
  

	Location
	Type
	Proposed timescale

	Woodstown, Knocklyon (substituted for Marian Road). Opposed by residents
	Local
	2014

	Whitechurch open space. Opposed by residents
	Local
	2014

	Marian Road (not to be progressed and substituted by Woodstown)
	Local
	2015

	Dargle Wood
	Local
	2015

	Longwood/Stonepark Abbey Rathfarnham
	Local
	2015

	Westbourne Lodge
	Local
	2016

	Elkwood
	Local
	2016

	Kiltipper Park
	Regional
	2017

	Boden Park
	Local
	2017

	Prospect Manor, Stocking Lane
	Local
	2018

	Dodder Park Road
	Local
	2018


  
	 TEMPLEOGUE - TERENURE Electoral Area
  

	Location
	Type
	Proposed timescale

	Beechfield Park, Walkinstown
	Local
	2014 to commence November 2014

	Tymon Park Limekiln
	Neighbourhood
	2016

	Glendown Park
	Local
	2016

	Firhouse Park
	Local
	2016

	Delaford
	Local
	2016

	Westbourne Lodge
	Local
	2017

	Idrone, Knocklyon
	Local
	2017

	Greenhills Park
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Mount Carmel
	Neighbourhood
	2017

	Tymon Park Willington
	Regional
	2018

	Orwell Park
	Local
	2018

	Perrystown
	Local
	2018

	Carrigwood
	Local
	2018

	Hunterswood
	Local
	2018

	Cherryfield Park
	Neighbourhood
	2018


Woodstown Estate- Not possible to reach agreement on site

Whitechurch- Not possible to reach agreement on any site.

As no agreement was possible in the Rathfarnham Electoral Area part of the funding allocation was transferred to the play space at Ballycragh Park. This will allow for the budget for this location to be in line with the budgets for the other agreed locations throughout the county.

Beechfield Park-Contract issued and works scheduled to commence at the end of November.”

PRESENTATION
Following contributions from Councillors D. O’Donovan, D. Looney, J. Lahart and P. Kearns, Mr. Hannon responded to queries raised.  It was AGREED that the Members would meet to discuss this issue and would then have a meeting with the Chief Executive after the next Area Committee Meeting.

RTT/160/14 UPDATE ON DERELICT SITES

HEADED ITEM (21): Public Realm  



Item ID: 41063 
Ms M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer, presented the following report:-

“UPDATE ON DERELICT SITES
Legal Basis:
In accordance with Section 3 of the Derelict Sites Act, l990 a derelict site is defined as:

Any land which detracts, or is likely to detract, to a material degree from the amenity, character or appearance of land in the neighbourhood of the land in question because of –
(a) the existence on the land in question of structures which are in a ruinous, derelict or dangerous condition, or
(b) the neglected, unsightly or objectionable condition of the land or any structures on the land in question or,
(c) the presence, deposit or collection on the land in question of any litter, rubbish, debris or waste, except where the presence, deposit or collection of such litter, rubbish, debris or waste results from the exercise of a right conferred by statute or by common law.
In order to eliminate/abate dereliction the Council has and continues to rely on the following provisions of the Derelict Sites Act:-

· Section 11 

· Section 8 (2) 

· Section 8 (7)  

A Section 11 Notice is served where in the opinion of a local authority it is necessary to do so, in  order to prevent land situate in their functional area from becoming or continuing to be a derelict site,

A notice under this section becomes effective after the expiration of fourteen days from the date of service of the notice, and 

· specifies the measures which the local authority (or the Minister, as the  case may be) consider to be necessary in order to prevent the land from becoming or continuing to be a derelict site, 

· direct the person on whom the notice is being served to take such measures as may be specified in the notice, and 

· specify a period (being not less than one month from the effective date of the notice) within which such measures are to be taken 

A Section 8(2) Notice is served by the Local Authority on the owner and occupier (where they can be ascertained by reasonable enquiry) before making any entry on the register in relation to any land advising of their intention to make such entry.  The Local Authority provises opportunity, and shall consider any representations any owner or occupier may make in writing within such period as may be specified in the notice, and may either make the entry or not as they think proper having regard to such representations.

A Section 8 (7) Notice is served by the Local Authority on the owner and occupier of a site where there is failure by the owner / occupier to respond to a Section 8 (2) Notice and where the owner / occupier has failed to take steps to render the site non derelict, advising that an entry has been made in the register.

Process:
The process for initiating procedure under the Derelict Sites Act is lengthy.

The Council's Enforcement and Licensing Section undertakes a number of standard checks when investigating derelict sites which come to our attention through representations from elected members, the general public and general observation. 

These checks include:

· Site inspection , taking photos and documenting condition of site 

· Folio check to establish ownership and 

· Planning check to establish the planning history on the property/site in question    

An in-house "App" has been developed to aid with site inspection reporting and all sites that are being investigated are currently being mapped.

Planning Permission: Where a site, subject to investigation under the Act, has the benefit of planning permission, contact is made with the owner to establish his/her intentions in relation to the development of the site with a view to generating a positive response where action will be taken by the owner to commence development of the site so as to abate the dereliction.  

Planning Application: Where a site under investigation is the subject of a current planning application, the site will be monitored pending the decision of the Planning Authority and if / where a grant of planning permission issues, the owner of the site will be asked to confirm his intentions for the development of the site and to provide a timeframe for commencement of development. 

For Sale: Where a site under investigation is placed on the market for sale, close contact is maintained by the Council's Enforcement and Licensing staff with the Auctioneer/Agent so as to ensure accuracy/currency of information and to ensure that appropriate enforcement action is taken under the Act. In some cases, it is considered appropriate to refrain from enforcement action in the short term in order not to frustrate any potential sale.

Problems:
Timeframes: Enforcement and Licensing is conscious that it can appear that undue time is allowed to elapse without enforcement action being taken. However, it should be noted that as a consequence of the timeframes prescribed in the Act, the process is generally protracted with provisions in the Act relating to the time that must be allowed to elapse before a Notice takes effect.  Time must be allowed for compliance with Notices,  time must be allowed for the making of representations, and time must be allowed by the local authority to give due consideration to any representations and be reasonable in all of its actions.

The Council also uses the provisions of Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act l964 and the office of the Environmental Health Officers under the Public Health (Ireland) Act l878.    Provisions of the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act l964 is used where it is considered that a risk to the public is found to exist in certain sites/properties. The Public Health (Ireland) Act 1878 is used when a Public Nuisance is found to exist on site.  Both of these acts also prescribe timeframes which must be adhered to and which in some cases prolong the investigation and enforcement process.

Economy Downturn: Experience has shown that due to the downturn in the economy a number of commercial / development sites currently under investigation have gone into liquidation, or have been placed in receivership, and this often delays the initiation of appropriate enforcement action.

Problems have also presented in establishing the current owner of residential property particularly where the property has been abandoned, and difficulties have been encountered in establishing the current whereabouts of the owner(s).

Unique: In a number of cases, the Council has discovered some very unique and difficult circumstances pertaining to the owners of sites/properties, which require a patient and sensitive approach.

Summary:
The attached Countywide Summary Report (Spreadsheet) outlines an overview position in relation to Derelict Sites within the County with activity to date reflecting the Council's commitment to actively pursuing all powers available to the local authority to rid dereliction. 

Of the 106 countywide files investigated between 1st September 2013 and 31st July 2014, 26 have been "closed" for reasons such as the site/property was found to be neither derelict or at risk of becoming derelict, or remedial works were undertaken to abate the dereliction.

Very positive outcomes have been achieved in a number of cases such as the site beside 11 Corrig Close, the site of the former Harlem Court, and the apartments at Stocking Well.

The attached Pictorial Report provides a snapshot of activity on some of the 22 sites specific to the Rathfarnham and Templeogue - Terenure Electoral Areas.

County Summary
RTT Pictorial
It was AGREED to take Motion 12 in the name of Councillor D. Looney in conjunction with the above.

RTT/161/14  FORMER MCHUGH SITE GREENHILLS
MOTION (12): Councillor D. Looney 



Item ID: 40919 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-

"That this Committee abhors the lack of progress on resolving outstanding issues of dereliction at and around the former McHugh's Site, Greenhills, and calls for full remedial works to be carried out immediately in the interests of those living adjacent and the wider community."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“A full report on Derelict Sites will be presented to the October Area Committee as a headed item.”

Following contributions from Councillors D. Looney, J. Lahart and P. Kearns, Ms M. Maguire and Ms H. Griffin, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED.

RTT/162/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (22): Public Realm  



Item ID: 40884 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/163/14 CORRESPONDENCE

CORRESPONDENCE (10): Public Realm 


 Item ID: 40885 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/164/14 MAINTENANCE OF ST. CATHERINE’S GATE
MOTION (9): Councillor A-M. Dermody 


 Item ID: 40434 
In the absence of Councillor A.M. Dermody the following motion was NOT MOVED.

MOTION: 
"That the Chief Executive bring forward to this meeting a designed plan and schedule of works for the upgrade and maintenance of St. Catherine’s Gate, commonly known as the Augustinian. For some months now it has been agreed that this area would be cleaned up, planted and maintained. In providing a design for St. Catherine’s Gate I would also ask the Chief Executive to review the overall look of the roundabout and the other two areas at the exits points on the roundabout. This roundabout is at risk of becoming the poor relation of the three roundabouts immediately next to it. I believe credit needs to be given for the exceptional look of the other two roundabouts but in particular the roundabout at Orlagh, which is outstanding and where suitable, this design ought to be used as the prototype for all roundabouts within the County."
RTT/165/14 DEVELOPMENT OF DODDER VALLEY PARK AND KENNEDY FIELD BETWEEN SPAWELL ROUNDABOUT & M50 FOR PLAYING PITCHES AND RUNNING TRACK
MOTION (10): 







Item ID: 40887 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Foley, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:- 
"That this Area Committee recommends to the relevant SPC that the grounds in Dodder Valley Park (behind Scoil Carmel and down to Mount Carmel Park) - which was previous earmarked for a grass running track - be developed for pitches for the use of Knocklyon Utd.

The grass running track should in turn be put on the grounds known as Kennedy field between Spawell Roundabout and the M50 - which was earmarked to be developed as an extra pitch for Knocklyon Utd.

Only if the extra pitches are developed in Dodder Valley Park will Knocklyon Utd. be in a position to accommodate the Running track.

Knocklyon Utd, Bros. Pearse and Templeogue Athletics Club are all in favour of these plans."
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ:
“No proposal in relation to the provision of facilities in Dodder Valley Park adjacent to Mt Carmel has yet been presented to the Elected Members. Neither has any formal proposal been agreed to date for the provision of a grass running track in Dodder Valley Park although there have been some discussions with Bros Pearse AC on such a possibility. The construction of an athletic track requires adequate space and there are only a few locations where such a proposal would be possible. Nor have any discussions been initiated by Knocklyon Utd FC with the Council in relation to the lands at Dodder Valley adjacent to Mt Carmel.

In relation to the issue of the allocation of pitches for a particular club: no club can dictate if any other sporting code organisation will be allowed to have a facility in any particular open space or park. This is done in discussion with all of the organisations concerned. However, the Council as the managing organisation of the resources has to decide from time to time what locations should have particular facilities in the best interest of the provision of facilities for the most appropriate uses and these decisions do not always find full agreement with all of the organisations.

The Elected Members will be briefed on any outline proposals in relation to this park and this was done previously with the Elected Members for the Rathfarnham Electoral Area in relation to this issue. When feasible proposals have been developed they will be discussed with the Elected Members.”

Following contributions from Councillors P. Foley, D. O’Donovan, J. Lahart, P. Donovan and P. Kearns, Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.  Mr. Hannon undertook to engage in discussions with representatives of the three clubs and would present a further report to the November meeting of the Committee.  
Councillor P. Foley amended his motion as follows;

By deleting the words “to the relevant SPC” on the first line and inserting the following words and the end of the motion “subject to the Committees being in favour”.

Councillor P. Foley then requested a show of hands on his amended motion.  The result was as follows;

In favour – 3

Against – 6

The motion was Not Carried.

It was AGREED that a further report on the matter would be presented to the November meeting of the Committee.
RTT/166/14 REMOVAL OF LITTER, GRAFFITI ETC., AT TARA HILL AND ST. PATRICK’S COTTAGES
MOTION (11): 







Item ID: 40907 
It was proposed by Councillor S. Holland, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-

"That the Chief Executive report on the below from Residents of Tara Hill and St Patricks Cottages:

There are overflowing rubbish bins, graffiti, household rubbish dumping, and overgrown sidewalks.

These numerous examples have been reported to South Dublin County Council using their on-line facility and telephone calls but to date (with the exception of an emptied bin on Whitechurch Road) the jobs are still outstanding.

The graffiti/rubbish bins/dumping re-enforces a (seeming) lack of care on the part of residents. But this is simply not true of the majority.

We have a lively, mixed community of young families and older retired people, new families, council and privately owned houses. Many of the children in our neighbourhood use the streets for access and play. They are often unaccompanied which is perfectly acceptable in our caring and quiet community.

The examples of neglect of community infrastructure is unacceptable, and quite frankly not seen in other estates in Rathfarnham. I move that we have these issues rectified.”
The following report by the Chief Executive was READ and NOTED:
“The areas of Tara Hill and St Patrick's Cottages have been recently inspected and found to be in good condition generally.  A number of issues were identified during the inspection which require attention, namely one dumped refuse sack and a small trailer containing waste items.  The dumped bag has been listed for removal by the Public Realm section, while the matter of the trailer has been referred to the litter warden for the area for investigation. 

With regard to the matter of complaints made to the Council and not being attended to, an examination of the Council's customer contact system shows that a total of 6 complaints relating to the Tara Hill and St Patrick's Cottages area have been received by the Public Realm section since the start of 2014.  All but one of these items have been reported as resolved, the one outstanding issue is the need for a replacement liner to be installed in a street litter bin and this is due to be resolved during the current week. One item of graffiti has been reported, at St Patricks Cottages, and this graffiti was removed on September 24th. A complaint regarding the dumping of spoil from foundations was received in June, however on inspection the materials reported could not be found by the litter warden.

The Tara Hill and St Patrick's Cottages areas are on the Council's regular grass cutting and road sweeping schedules.  Grass cutting and cleaning in the estate are due to take place during the current week.  The area was last swept by the Council's road sweeping contractor, Oxigen Environmental Ltd, on October 3rd.”

The meeting conclude at 6.10pm.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

An Cathaoirleach  
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