n Roinn Slainte
DEFARTMENT OF HEALTH

LM October 2014

Mr Tom O'Neill

Meetings Administrator
Corporate Services Department
South Dublin County Council
County Hall

Tallaght

Dublin 24

Dear Mr O'Neill,

Oifig an Aire
Office of the Minister

The Minister tor Health, Leo Varadkar, T.D., has asked me to thank you for your letter

concerning the availability of EpiPens,

Adrenaline pens, as injectable medicines, may only be supplied on foot of a wvalid
prescription. However, there is provision in the Medicinal Products (Prescription and Control
of Supply) Regulations 2003 (as amended) which permits pharmacists, advanced paramedics,
paramedics and emergency medical technicians, in emergency circumstances, to supply
certain prescription only medicines including adrenaline injections without a prescription.

My Department is currently reviewing the regulatory framework in the context of the supply
and administration arrangements for a number of prescription only medicinal products, such
as adrenaline, which are used in emergency situations. As part of this review, it is proposed to
carry out a consultation process with stakeholders on supply and administration provisions

relating to these products.
I trust that this clarifies the matter for you.

Yours signcerely
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David O'Connor
Private Secretary
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Mr Tom O'Neill
Meetings Administrator

Corporate Services Department

South Dublin County Council
County Hall

Tallaght

Dublin 24

Dear Mr O'Neill.

The Minister for Health, Leo Varadkar, T.D., has asked me to thank you for your letter
concerning the availability of EpiPens and to Jet you know that if is receiving attention.

Yours sincerely
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David O'Cofinor

Private Secretary
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