COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

RATHFARNHAM/TEMPLEOGUE-TERENURE AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Public Realm, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Transportation, Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management held on 9th September 2014.

	PRESENT

	COUNCILLORS

	C. Brophy

	A. M. Dermody

	P. Donovan

	F. Duffy

	P. Foley

	S. Holland

	P. Kearns

	J. Lahart

	D. Looney

	R. McMahon

	D. O’Donovan

	F. Warfield


An Cathaoirleach Councillor P. Kearns presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officer
	M. Maguire, H. Hogan, P. Murphy.

	Senior Engineer
	L. Magee, T. Moyne, J. McLoughlin. 

	Senior Architect
	P. De Roe.

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan, N. O’Byrne, C. Ryan.

	Senior Executive Engineer
	M. Glynn.

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Hannon, B. Kearney, M. Keenan.

	Senior Executive Librarian
	D. Fagan.

	Public realm Designer
	S. Furlong.

	Administrative Officer
	T. Curtin, M. Hunt.

	Clerical Officer
	A. Shaw, A. Mooney.


RTT/1/14 CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

HEADED ITEM (1): 





  Item ID: 40285
Minutes of Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting, dealing with Community,  Housing, parks, Environment, Water & Drainage, Roads, Development, Planning, Corporate Services and Libraries, held on 8th April 2014, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor A.M Dermody, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the 8th April 2014 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Public Realm

RTT/2/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 1 - 13 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/3/14 DETAILS ON THE GRASS CUTTING SCHEDULE
QUESTION (1): Councillor C. Brophy  



Item ID: 40402 

"To ask the Chief Executive to provide details on the grass cutting schedule for the ward in 2014 and if the schedule was met and if the schedule was not met to outline why?"
REPLY:
The grass cutting schedule for the Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure area is set out on the attached document. The schedule is based on a recurring rota of grass maintenance in the parks and open spaces in the Ward, with parks and open spaces generally cut on a fortnightly basis and playing pitches cut on a weekly basis. During the Spring of 2014, the commencement of grass cutting operations was delayed due largely to an overhang of works on the completion of the Tree Programme, which meant that some grassed areas got out of control. The long grass slowed down the grass cutting operation and gave rise to significant amounts of grass clippings in some areas, which led to complaints from the public. However, over the summer months the standard of maintenance of the grassed areas generally improved and the frequency of cutting was again re-aligned as far as possible with the schedule. To avoid similar problems arising in the future the Council will make every effort, subject to suitable ground and weather conditions, to commence grass cutting operations earlier in the Spring and in addition will ensure that, as far as possible, the Winter Tree Works Programme is completed in March.
Grass cutting schedule
RTT/4/14 RAT POISON IN RATHFARNHAM CASTLE PLAYGROUND 
QUESTION (2): Councillor S. Holland  


Item ID: 40427 

"To ask the Chief Executive to report on the rats in Rathfarnham Castle playground and childrens park.  Has poison been laid recently, or please advise what measures have been taken to limit their spread?"
REPLY:

The area to the rear of the Children's playground and in the vicinity of the ornamental ponds at Rathfarnham Castle Park were both baited to control the rodent problem in these areas on the 27/8/14 last. The situation will be kept under review in the future and the appropriate action taken to deal with any increase in the rat population, as necessary. 

RTT/5/14 TREE STUMPS ON GLENDOWN LAWNS  

QUESTION (3): Councillor P. Kearns 


 
 Item ID: 40415 

"To ask the Chief Executive to arrange for the removal of two tree stumps on Glendown Lawns as soon as possible?"
REPLY: 

The tree stumps at Glendown Lawns have been listed for removal during the upcoming winter programme of tree maintenance. When a tree is felled by the Council, it is not always possible to remove the stump at the same time. Under these circumstances a short tree stump is left as a temporary measure, usually at around 1m high so that it does not constitute a trip hazard. Its removal is then completed as part of a collective programme of stump removal which is normally undertaken during the winter months between November and February.

RTT/6/14 PRUNING OF TREES AT THE JUNCTION OF GLENDOWN AVENUE AND CYPRESS DRIVE  

QUESTION (4): Councillor P. Kearns  



Item ID: 40418 

"To ask the Chief Executive to arrange for the trees that are blocking the traffic light at the junction of Glendown Avenue and Cypress Drive to be pruned as it is a serious health and safety issue?"
REPLY:

The trees at this location have been inspected and the tree in closest proximity to the traffic light is recommended for removal which will be completed as part of the upcoming winter programme of tree maintenance commencing in November.

RTT/7/14 REFURBISHMENT OF THE BRIDGE AT OSPREY
QUESTION (5): Councillor P. Kearns  



Item ID: 40421 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the progress being made on the refurbishment of the bridge at Osprey?"
REPLY:
The Council is in the process of appointing a contractor to carry out the necessary re-furbishment works on the bridge at Osprey, Tymon Park. It is hoped to commence the works on site within the next 2/3 weeks. 
RTT/8/14 UPDATE ON DERELICT SITES
QUESTION (6): Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 40283 

"To ask the Chief Executive for a complete update on the following derelict sites:

1. Ballyroan House Lodge

2.  Newbrook House, Taylors Lane

3. The rear of 644 Whitechurch Road?"
REPLY:

1. Ballyroan House Lodge
A statutory Notice, pursuant to Section 8 (2) of the Derelict Sites Act 1990, giving notice of the Council's intention to enter the site onto the Derelict Sites Register and allowing a period of time for the making of representations, was served on the registered owner in November 2013. However, as the owner had changed address, another Section 8 (2) Notice was required and was served on the owner on 2nd January 2014.

The Council was contacted by a solicitor acting for the registered owner outlining the circumstances of the case and advising that sale of the site was imminent. In response, the Council outlined the minimum works required to abate the dereliction. These works were completed in March 2014.

However, a re-inspection by the Council indicated that the site had again fallen into dereliction. Further correspondence was issued to the owner’s solicitor outlining the works required to abate the dereliction. The owner contacted the Council in May 2014 advising that sale of the site was imminent and requesting that the Council refrain from entering the particulars of the site on the Derelict Sites Register to allow the closing of the sale. The Council agreed to refrain from taking enforcement action to allow time for the completion of the sale.

A further inspection carried out on 25th July 2014 found the site in an overgrown condition. By letter dated 5th August 2014, the owner was advised that he was required to have the overgrowth cut back by 22nd August 2014. The solicitor acting for the owner was contacted by telephone on 22nd August 2014 advising that the condition of the site could no longer be tolerated and outlining the minimum works required to abate the dereliction. The solicitor explained the difficulties with the case but agreed to contact the solicitor acting for the purchaser with a view to completing the sale. Upon completion of the sale, it is the Council’s intention to write to the purchaser outlining its requirements in relation to the condition of the site and requesting that the purchaser outline his plans for the site.

While it is considered reasonable to allow a short period of time to facilitate the closure of the sale, the Council will move to enter the particulars of the site on the Derelict Sites Register should no progress be made within the first two weeks of September.

2. Newbrook House
Following consultation with the Conservation Officer and the County Architect, it has been decided that the outbuildings on the site adjacent to Newbrook House do not form part of the protected structure. Accordingly, a statutory Notice pursuant to Section 11 of the Derelict Sites Act 1990 has been served on the owner of the site requiring the demolition of the outbuildings, removal of debris and weeds, and the submission of a maintenance schedule for the site to South Dublin County Council.

3. Site at Rear of 644 Whitechurch Road 
The site at the rear of 644 Whitechurch Road will be inspected under the Derelict Sites Act 1990. Following receipt of the report, any enforcement action necessary to prevent or halt dereliction of the site will be taken under the provisions of this Act.

A comprehensive report on derelict sites will be presented at the October meeting.

RTT/9/14 COMMUNITY GARDEN AT WILLBROOK PARK 
QUESTION (7): Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 40440 

"To ask the Chief Executive if the Parks Department has agreed to clear away and provide topsoil to get the community garden at Willbrook Park up and running?"
REPLY:

Letters have been issued by the Council's Development Dept to the householders of numbers 2-14 Willbrook Park and 29 Ballyboden Road in April 2014 offering them the option of incorporating the portion of the laneway to the rear/side of their properties into their gardens subject to terms and conditions and restricting the land for gardening use only. Whilst some enquiries have been received to clarify the terms, the residents have not yet confirmed their acceptance of the proposal. 

RTT/10/14 INCLUDE THE PURE MILE AREA IN THE SCHEDULE OF ROADS SWEEPING 

QUESTION (8): Councillor J. Lahart  



Item ID: 40444 

"To ask the Chief Executive to agree to including the Pure Mile area in the schedule of roads sweeping in future programmes?"
REPLY:
This matter will be raised with the Council's road sweeping contractor, Oxigen Environmental Ltd, with a view to having the location in question added to the road sweeping schedule.

RTT/11/14 UPDATE ON THE DOG RUN AND THE TASC PAVILION IN TYMON PARK 

QUESTION (9): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40396 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the operation of (a) the dog run and (b) the TASC Pavilion in Tymon Park to date, and to make a statement on each matter?"
REPLY:

(a) The dog run in Tymon Park which has been opened to the public for a number of months during this summer, is operating quite successfully and is well used by dog walkers in the Park. Some signage now needs to be erected at the entrance to the dog run and additional work needs to be carried out on the repair of the perimeter fencing, surfacing to the holding area, together with the installation of a number of seats and litter bins. It is hoped to have this work carried out in the coming weeks, subject to funds being available.

(b) The TASC Pavilion in Tymon Park was officially opened on 9th May 2014. Limekiln Rounders and Terenure RC were the first of the three anchor groups to occupy the facility with the Working Trials Club of Ireland due to move into the pavilion shortly. 

A letter issued on 26th August to all other known sports clubs in the area inviting expressions of interest in using the changing room facilities which may in the future be booked on a first come first served pay by use basis. Once all expressions of interest have been received, access for the interested groups will be arranged through a booking system.

RTT/12/14 FORMER MCHUGH'S SITE 
QUESTION (10): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40403 

"To ask the Chief Executive for immediate remedial action to be taken at the derelict former McHugh's site, given the poor visage resulting from the partial works undertaken over the summer. To ask the Manager to further liaise with the owner of the adjoining premises to remove graffiti impacting on the site, and to ensure the site is fully cleaned up and landscaped appropriately, and fully secured, as was stated in the Council's requirements regarding the Derelict Sites Register?"
REPLY:

The site of the former Greenhills Shopping Arcade at St. James's Road, Walkinstown was inspected on 13th January 2014 and found to be in a derelict condition. A statutory Notice, pursuant to Section 8(2) of the Derelict Sites Act 1990, giving notice of the Council’s intention to enter the particulars of the site on the Derelict Sites Register and allowing a period of time for the making of representations, was served on the owner of the site on 15th January 2014. A representative of the owner who contacted the Council on 27th January 2014 advising that it was intended to commence development of the site in accordance with the planning permission in the short-term was instructed to submit in writing to South Dublin County Council the plan and timeline for the site.

When the Council became aware that a Receiver had been appointed, a copy of the Section 8 (2) Notice was issued with a request that the Receiver outline plans for the site. The Receiver advised that it was intended to dispose of the site in the coming six months and requested that the Council refrain from entering the particulars of the site on the Derelict Sites Register. On 26th March 2014, the Council wrote again to the Receiver outlining the works which were required to remediate the site pending the sale of the site. The Receiver advised that quotations had been sought with the works expected to commence within four weeks. Unfortunately, due to a change in personnel in the office of the Receiver, the works were delayed.

Following sustained pressure by the Council, the hoarding was replaced with weld mesh fencing and a commitment to have the site cleared of all waste was secured. On 25th July 2014, the Council again contacted the Receiver advising that the site needed immediate attention with waste, weeds and graffiti to be removed. The Receiver gave a commitment to carry out these works urgently and to maintain the site in an acceptable standard. The site was recently placed on the market and it has been decided that the Council should refrain from entering the particulars of the site on the Derelict Sites Register for a period of time so as not to frustrate any potential sale, provided it is maintained in an acceptable condition. The Council will continue to monitor the site.

A full report on Derelict Sites will be presented at the October meeting.

RTT/13/14 GRAFITTI IN THE TEMPLEOGUE AND SURROUNDING AREAS 
QUESTION (11): Councillor R. McMahon  


Item ID: 40462 

"To ask the Chief Executive if graffiti in the Templeogue and surrounding areas is cleaned up on an ad hoc basis or if there is a systematic clean up of graffiti on a regular basis and if so at what intervals. Related to this matter, if the Council has any plans to install cameras to catch images of these "artists" in order to try and prevent such vandalism?"
REPLY:

The Council does not have a dedicated crew assigned to graffiti removal in the Templeogue and surrounding areas. Due to the intermittent nature of this problem crews are assigned to remove graffiti as required from time to time and priority is given to dealing with graffiti which is particularly offensive and requires urgent action.

Dealing with Graffiti involves removing the graffiti in a number of different ways. Where graffiti is present on perimeter walls with a plaster or block work finish, the Council's construction crew applies a cement wash finish to remove the offending graffiti. Where walls are in private ownership the residents involved are contacted by the litter warden and requested to deal with the matter, and where remedial action is not taken by the resident it is open to the litter warden to take enforcement action under the Litter Pollution Act 1997. Graffiti can also be dealt with using graffiti wipes or by chemical treatment followed by power washing or alternatively by overpainting. The method used is in general determined by the type of wall or other surface. Where graffiti is on an unpainted surface such as a brick wall, concrete footpath etc, the complaint may be forwarded to the Probation Services who would arrange for the removal of the graffiti (through Community Service sanction) on behalf of the Council, using specialist chemicals purchased by Environmental Services.

Community Service is a sanction applied by a Judge on an offender found guilty of an offence. It is used as an alternative to a custodial sentence and can range from between 40 - 240 hours in any one year. Community Service is considered an opportunity for the offender to pay back and repair the harm done to the community. The daily format of the Graffiti Removal Bus is administered through the Community Service Supervisor who drives the Graffiti Bus and manages the team of offenders. He is contacted by the relevant contact person in each Council and given a list of locations for Graffiti Removal. He then schedules dates according to priority and volume and reports back to the Council when done. The chemicals used in the Graffiti removal process are purchased by each individual Council and the labour and equipment are provided through the Probation Service Community Service Unit. Two new Graffiti Buses were purchased, fitted out and launched by the Probation Service in July 2013.

A Memorandum of Understanding was recently agreed between South Dublin County Council and the ESB in respect of the removal of graffiti on ESB utility boxes and substations within this Council's administrative area. The MoU involves complaints in relation to graffiti being centrally received by SDCC Environmental Services Department and then referred to the ESB as appropriate. The ESB will then ensure that the graffiti is removed within a specific time period as set down in the MoU. It is hoped that similar agreements can be reached with other utility companies in the near future.

RTT/14/14 TREE PRUNING PROGRAMME  

QUESTION (12): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 40448 

"To ask the Chief Executive to outline the current situation with the tree pruning programme, outlining list of estates to be dealt with over the next 12 months?"
REPLY:

The 2014/2015 Tree Maintenance Programme is currently being compiled and will be presented to the November meeting of the Rathfarnham/Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee.

RTT/15/14 PLAYING PITCHES AT ELKWOOD 
QUESTION (13): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 40452 

"To ask the Chief Executive what is the current situation with the playing pitches at Elkwood?  Can he please confirm what provision has been made for local sports club, Knocklyon United, and can he also please outline the future plans for the Elkwood Pitches?"
REPLY:

The football pitch at Elkwood has recently been let to juvenile soccer club under the Council's Pitch Letting Process. This pitch will continue to be one of the 165 pitches offered for letting by the Council under the pitch letting process for the 2014 /2015 season.

KUFC were allocated 4 pitches for 2014/2015 and alternative pitches to some of these locations are also being examined.

Separate to all of the above, SDCC is committed to supporting KUFC’s continued growth and building on the club’s achievements. To this end, the Council will work with the club to advance a 5 year development plan for KUFC to ensure the club’s continued success and development.

RTT/16/14 THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW PARK AT STOCKING WELL

HEADED ITEM (2): 






Item ID: 40286 

M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, presented the following report:
“A new park is currently under construction on a section of the conditioned open space at Stocking Well. A short presentation on the plan for the park will be provided at the meeting for the information of the Elected Members”.

Park Location
Plan Layout
Following contributions from Councillors A.M. Dermody, S. Holland and F. Duffy, Mr. Hannon responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

RTT/17/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (1): Public Realm  


Item ID: 40287 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/18/14 CATHAOIRLEACH'S BUSINESS - CLIMBING FRAME IN TYMON PARK

MOTION (1):  







Item ID: 40424 

It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:-

"That this Committee calls on the Chief Executive to arrange to have the sides of the bridge on the climbing frame in Tymon Park covered in as it presents a danger to young children."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“An Annual safety inspection of all the playgrounds in South Dublin was recently completed by external independent playground inspectors. The playground Tymon Park including the Multiplay unit which has a rigid bridge feature was inspected on the 22/7/14 last. Whilst a number of minor safety issues were identified with the unit, no issue was raised with the general safety of the bridge feature and the absence of protective sides. This unit is considered safe for use by children in the 4-12 years age range with parental supervision.

The Council would be reluctant to make any on site modifications to this multiplay unit which might compromise its existing manufacturer's safety certification. However, the issue regarding the unprotected sides will be taken up with the supplier of the unit, to see if it is possible for any safety modifications to be made by the manufacturer to improve the safety of the unit.”

Following a contribution from Councillor P. Kearns, Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/19/14 JUNIOR PITCH FOR WHITECHURCH FC
MOTION (2):  







Item ID: 40384 

It was proposed by Councillor S. Holland, seconded by Councillor F. Warfield:-

"That the Chief Executive report on the fact that Whitechurch FC were allocated a junior pitch adjacent to the existing senior pitch beside the community centre by SDCC.  This has never materialised.  I submit that we vote on having the resources allocated to have the pitch set up. The club are currently using the school pitches which they have to maintain themselves and this is not a permanent arrangement, rather a goodwill one which can be removed at any time."  
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“As part of the construction of infill housing adjacent to the existing pitch at Whitchurch, the following was agreed; 

· The funds in respect of Whitechurch Phase 3, for community facilities, were to be transferred to provide a purpose built community centre. 

· Retention of the present Resource Centre at 29 Whitechurch Way which was confirmed. 

· Provision of car parking at Resource Centre – which is now in place. 

· Redevelopment of junior pitch. 

· Retention of an open space in front of the church. 

· Upgrading of existing senior football pitch. 

· Implementation of traffic calming measures which includes ramps – which are now in place. 

· A decrease in the number of dwellings originally proposed from 40 to 29, which includes a number of one and two storey dwellings to meet specific concerns raised during consultation. 

Considerable works are required to bring the area of open space in question up to a suitable standard to construct a junior pitch. The provision of funding and resources to construct the pitch will be explored with the Housing Department through the Council's 3 Year Capital Programme which will form part of the Council's Annual Budget process.”

Following a contribution from Councillor S. Holland, Ms. M. Hunt, Administrative Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

RTT/20/14 UPDATE ON THE PLAYSPACE INITIATIVE 
MOTION (3):  







Item ID: 40389 

It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:-
"That the Chief Executive update this meeting as to the progress to date with regard to the playspace initiative for the Ward. It is fair to say that the initiative across the County and most notably within the Rathfarnham Ward has not been well received by residents. Two suggested locations that from my instructions would welcome a playspace might be around Stocking Avenue and indeed this suggestion has been made by me and accepted by the Manager at earlier RAC meetings, a second suggestion would be in Glendoher Park, there is unlikely to be the same level of opposition from residents as Glendoher Park is sufficiently away from individual houses as not to draw concerns that the space might be a magnet for anti-social gatherings."

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Five Year Play Space Programme 2014 – 2018 for the Rathfarnham Area Committee (as it was prior to the 2014 Local Government Elections) included for two play spaces in the Ward - Marian Park and Whitechurch. Following a presentation on the programme to the Elected Members it was agreed that a more suitable location for a Play Space instead of the one proposed for Marian Road would be in the Woodstown area. The principle reason for this was the size of the child population in the Woodstown area as against that in the Marian Road area.

The roll out of the programme included for consultation with community leaders in relation to the most suitable site, to be followed up with a public meeting with local residents, to which the Elected Members for the area were also invited. The primary object of the exercise was to secure public agreement for the proposed sites. The first consultation to be undertaken was in Whitechurch and there was total opposition to the proposal that had been tentatively agreed in the preliminary consultation exercise. Following further local discussion, and having regard to the timelines for delivering the programme, it was decided to park the Whitechurch site and move to the next most suitable site in the area.

For the Woodstown area a similar, but more intensive exercise, was conducted and a site also agreed with community leaders. However, sustained opposition from local residents to the proposal emerged and was reiterated at the subsequent public meeting and for similar reasons, it was again decided to park the proposal and move on. An alternative site at Idrone and a suggested site at Beverely also met with opposition. Since the programme included for 10 projects across all the Electoral Areas to be agreed, tendered and commenced in 2014 it was considered to be not practicable to continue the exercise in 2014 in the Rathfarnham Electoral Area.

Similar exercises were conducted in the other Electoral Areas and while a lot of similar issues also arose, it was possible to move the proposals forward through discussion, consultation and the support of the Elected Members. As a result, locations for seven play spaces went to tender over the summer period and three contracts have been awarded so far. It is expected that development of the first two play spaces will commence at Rathcoole and Knockmitten by the end of September.

With regard to the suggestion of Stocking Lane: most of the estates in this area are still under the control of private developers. However, the Receiver for one section of the housing areas at Stocking Well has agreed for a play space to be included in the Landscape Plan for the designated open space and it is expected that this plan will be implemented in 2015.

In the case of Glendoher Park, it is intended to commence discussions on the 2015 Play Programme in November 2014 and Glendoher will be included in this programme.

It is proposed to present an update on the Programme, including the consultation plans for 2015, to the October Rathfarnham / Templeogue -Terenure Area Committee Meeting.”

Following contributions from Councillors D. Looney, A.M. Dermody and J. Lahart, Mr. M. Hannon, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, responded to queries raised.  It was NOTED that an update on the Playspace Programme would be presented to the October meeting of the Committee.

RTT/21/14 GRAFFITI REMOVAL 
MOTION (4):  







Item ID: 40401 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-

"That this Committee mandates a concerted and concentrated programme of work to remove the high levels of graffiti, including particular tags, in the area under its remit through direct Council labour and through liaison with other agencies and companies. This Committee requests a detailed report at its meetings in October, November and December detailing the work carried out on this specific issue."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“To date in 2014 a total of 14 sites affected by graffiti in the Rathfarnham area have now been cleaned and a further 18 sites which have been reported to the Council's public realm section still require attention. As requested a programme of works will now be put in place to clean these remaining sites using the Council's own staff resources as well as the resources of the Probation Service's community service programme which are also available to the Council for this type of work. The owners of private property which has been affected by graffiti will also be contacted to take remedial action to remove the graffiti, as required by the Litter Pollution Act 1997. The Council also has in place a Memorandum of Understanding with the ESB regarding graffiti on ESB utilities, under the terms of the MoU the ESB will remove graffiti from their utilities within a specified time frame when requested by the Council to do so. As requested, reports will be submitted to the Rathfarnham Area Committee for the October, November and December meetings to update members with regard to progress.”
Following contributions from Councillors D. Looney and P. Kearns, Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/22/14 PILOT SCHEME DESIGNED TO IMPLEMENT THE LITTER BYE-LAWS 
MOTION (5):  







Item ID: 40439 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Foley:-

"That this Committee requests that a pilot scheme designed to implement the litter by laws of this council be set up to include two villages in the area and two residential shopping areas."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The litter byelaws are in place since October 2013.

The Council welcomes suggested approach to implementing the litter byelaws and will arrange a campaign throughout the County to create awareness and subsequent enforcement. 

If the motion is passed a draft scheme including two villages and two residential shopping areas will be considered for inclusion in a County wide campaign.”
Following a contribution from Councillor J. Lahart the motion was APPROVED.
RTT/23/14 EMPLOYMENT OF OUTSIDE CONTRACTORS TO HELP WITH TREE PRUNING PROGRAMME
MOTION (6):  







Item ID: 40459 

It was proposed by Councillor D. O'Donovan, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:-

"That South Dublin County Council employ outside contractors to help deal with the considerable backlog in their tree pruning programme to help ensure that the programme is complete within 12 months."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Pruning, removal and planting of street trees is undertaken under the Council’s annual Tree Maintenance Programme which currently operates on a seasonal basis over a 4-month period between November and February. An annual Tree Maintenance Programme is compiled in response to requests for arboricultural works received from members of the public and public representatives via the Council’s Customer Care Contact System along with works identified by Council staff. In recent years, the programme has increasingly focussed on tree pruning and removal works on entire roads or whole estates as opposed to acting on isolated requests for arboricultural works. The objective of this approach is to increase the efficiency and productivity of the tree maintenance crews and to advance a proactive programme of cyclical pruning that is targeted at priority locations where intervention is most needed.

The Tree Maintenance Programme for 2014 was presented to the various Area Committee meetings during last autumn with progress updates provided at the March/April meetings of the Area Committees this year. The first phase of the 2014 Tree Maintenance programme was completed from January to February when Public Realm operations staff were then reassigned to primarily grass maintenance works during the growing season. The programme resumes again in November through to December. Any works not completed during the first phase of the programme are scheduled for completion during the second phase at the latter end of the year.

Since May 2014, a supplementary tree maintenance crew has been assembled from staff within the Public Realm section to undertake street tree pruning and removal works on a year round basis. This crew is particularly focussed on advancing the programme of cyclical pruning in whole estates whereby tree maintenance will be completed on every tree as required within a particular estate or road. Other measures to further enhance the delivery of the Council’s street tree maintenance service are currently being developed and include the preparation of a draft tree management policy to guide the Council’s approach to tree management throughout the county. In addition, in order to improve efficiency in handling requests for tree works from members of the public and public representatives as well as inform the development the annual tree maintenance programme, the Council is seeking to install a street tree management system to assist in managing the enquiry, inspection and work history of every street tree within the county.

As the Council is taking active measures to enhance the productivity of our tree maintenance service, it is not proposed to employ outside tree maintenance contractors at this time.”

Ms M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent presented the report.  Councillors D. O’Donovan, D. Looney, C. Brophy, A.M. Dermody, P. Donovan and P. Kearns, contributed to a debate on the motion and it was AGREED that the issue could be considered in the context of the report on the Tree Maintenance Programme which will be presented to the Committee in November.

Water & Drainage

RTT/24/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 14 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/25/14 CAUSE OF FLOODING ON WAINSFORT DRIVE
QUESTION (14): Councillor R. McMahon  


Item ID: 40463 

"To ask the Chief Executive if the cause of flooding on Wainsfort Drive and also at the end of Fortfield Road (KCR end) was ever discovered and what, if any, steps have been taken by the Council to prevent this from recurring?"
REPLY:

The last flooding incident we had in this area was back in October 2011 and was caused by an extreme rainfall event, over 90mm of rain per hour which caused the Poddle Stream to burst its banks. Since then we have dredged and cleared the Poddle from Tymon Park to the culvert at Kimmage Road West. We have upgraded the protective screens on the culverts to be more hydraulically efficient in preventing blockages and installed CCTV and flood alarms in Wainsfort Manor and Kimmage Manor.

RTT/26/14 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (3): Water & Drainage  


Item ID: 40288 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/27/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (2): Water & Drainage  

Item ID: 40289 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/28/14 BALLYCULLEN FLOOD ALLEVIATION SCHEME 
MOTION (7):  







Item ID: 40090 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Foley:-

"That this Council prioritises the Ballycullen (Castlefield Glenvara Glenlyon) Flood alleviation scheme for funding."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Drainage Section of the Council has examined the flooding problem in the Castlefield area and after reviewing various options it has concluded that a duplication of the existing culvert is the preferred solution to alleviate flooding in the area.

The proposed solution is estimated to cost in the region of €1.6million. As resources from within the Council are very limited and to this end the Council has sought partial funding from the OPW and the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government.

A meeting with Ministers Hogan and Hayes amongst others was held in Leinster House on the 26th February 2014 and the Council stated it would put up one third of the funding if this was matched with one third from the OPW and one third from the Department.

The OPW indicated that they would fund one third of the scheme but there has been no response from the Department which can only be interpreted as a negative response. This means the Council will have to find over €1 million out of very scarce resources to fund this scheme.

It is proposed to include a financial provision in the 2015 capital budget to procure an engineering consultant to prepare a detailed design and contract documents for the scheme. It is also proposed to make a provision in the 2016 budget for the construction of the scheme.

With regard to the screen at Hunter’s Road I can confirm that this has recently been replaced.”

Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart and A.M. Dermody, Mr. T. Moynes, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Housing

RTT/29/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 15 & 16 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/30/14 WINDOW REPLACEMENT SCHEME 
QUESTION (15): Councillor A-M. Dermody  

Item ID: 40435 

"To ask the Chief Executive to include property at **Address Supplied in the window replacement scheme. Please also provide an estimated time when this tenant is likely to receive replacement windows?"
REPLY:

The windows and doors in this property were examined and graded 5 in 2012, which means they qualify for replacement. They were placed on the replacement list at that time. All replacements are carried out in date order of application and the current replacements were received in 2010/early 2011. The windows and doors in this property should be replaced in 2015 if funding is allocated to this programme.

RTT/31/14 WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT IN WHITECHURCH ESTATE AND PEARSE BROS PARK  

QUESTION (16): Councillor S. Holland 


 Item ID: 40428 

"To ask the Chief Executive to report on the windows and doors that need to be replaced in Whitechurch Estate and Pearse Bros Park.  Please advise what the schedule of works is, or whether these will be completed on a case-by case basis. Some residents have never had windows or doors replaced and some are in a very poor state of repair?"
REPLY:

There are currently 913 applications on the window programme, 49 of these are in the Rathfarnham Area and 43, of which are from the Whitechuch Area. 42 of these are graded 5, which means they qualify for replacement. In addition 7 have already been replaced this year and 6 are in progress and two more will be completed by end of year. There are none on the list from Pearse Bros Park. This programme is operated on a case by case basis and by date order of application, the rent account being either clear or tenant adhering to an official arrangement for a minimum period of 6 months and having no anti social issues. It should be noted that the list is live and added to each year through tenant contact. Priority is also given to applicants with serious medical conditions.

RTT/32/14 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (4): Housing  




Item ID: 40290 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/33/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (3): Housing  



  Item ID: 40291 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/34/14 HOUSING PROCUREMENT & ALLOCATIONS REPORT

HEADED ITEM (5): Housing 




 Item ID: 40292 

Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer presented the following report:
Housing Procurement & Allocations Report
Following contributions from Councillors R. McMahon and D. Looney, Mr. Hogan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Community

RTT/35/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/36/14 APPLICATION FOR COMMUNITY GRANTS
HEADED ITEM (6): Community  




Item ID: 40293 

Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, presented the following report:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	GF2239
	Ballyroan Youth & Community Centre
	Major Equipment Grant
	15/07/14
	€5,000

	GF2240
	Boden Park Residents Association
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	17/07/14
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor D. O’Donovan and RESOLVED:
“that this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”

RTT/37/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (7): Community  




Item ID: 40294 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/38/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (4): Community  



Item ID: 40295 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Planning

RTT/39/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 17 - 21 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/40/14 CONCERTS IN MARLAY PARK 
QUESTION (17): Councillor F.N. Duffy  


Item ID: 40430 

"To ask the Chief Executive to take into consideration that some residents residing in South Dublin County Council are living and working near and/ close to Marlay Park,what degree, type and regulatory of consultation and cooperation, if any, takes place between Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and South Dublin County Council in relation to the decision to permit the staging of concerts in Marlay Park?"
REPLY:

The Draft Licence for the concerts in 2014 was referred to South Dublin County Council by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council for observation.

On the basis of the experience of the concerts in 2014 South Dublin County Council will make it clear to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council the concerns of the Council and request that these concerns be addressed in any future licence.

RTT/41/14 FLASHING ON RATHFARNHAM CASTLE GATE LODGE  

QUESTION (18): Councillor S. Holland  


Item ID: 40426 

"To ask the Chief Executive to repair the flashing that was recently repaired on Rathfarnham Castle gate lodge as it does not seem to have been finished to a very high standard?"
REPLY:

Rathfarnham Castle Lodge is a Protected Structure, RPS Ref. 212 (Schedule 2, South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2010-2016). The property is in private ownership and the work currently being undertaken was granted planning permission Reg. Ref. SD12B/0264 and by An Bord Pleanala under ref. No. PL 06S.241828.

The Council's Architectural Conservation Officer has carried out a number of site inspections since the commencement of the works on site. She has been satisfied at all times that the works are being carried out as per the planning permission granted and in accordance with the details provided in the conservation report adhering to good conservation practice. The Council's Architectural Conservation Officer will carry out another site inspection to inspect the flashing on the recently reinstated roof to the gate lodge and will discuss any issues with the conservation architect on site.

RTT/42/14 FOOTBRIDGE OVER THE RIVER DODDER AT FIRHOUSE 
QUESTION (19): Councillor R. McMahon  


Item ID: 40464 

"To ask the Chief Executive if the new footbridge over the River Dodder at Firhouse will be adequately lit and have CCTV cameras installed and connected to the Garda station?"
REPLY:

Phase One of the Tallaght to Ballyboden Cycle Route - the pedestrian and cycle route and bridges at Dodder Valley Park commenced on site on the 19th March 2014. This is the first phase of a significant new project by South Dublin County Council, funded by the National Transport Authority, which will form part of a wider network of new high quality cycle ways proposed throughout the Dublin region. 

The Tallaght to Ballyboden Cycle Route achieved 'Part 8' Council approval at the end of 2012. The portion of the route currently on site links Firhouse Road with Old Bawn Road and Seskin View Road via the Dodder Valley. The Project will provide two new pedestrian and cycle bridges, one over the Dodder and the second over the Ballycullen stream and will increase links between the existing communities of Tallaght and Firhouse, by providing more direct routes for cyclists and pedestrians. The bridges will join Firhouse and Tallaght mid-way between Old Bawn and the M50 and will form part of both the Tallaght to Ballyboden and Dodder Valley Greenway proposed cycle routes. 

The project includes for both public lighting and CCTV. The CCTV footage will be linked to both the monitoring station at County Hall and Tallaght Garda Station.

RTT/43/14 CYCLEWAY FROM BUSHY PARK UP THROUGH CHURCH LANE
QUESTION (20): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 40454 

"To ask the Chief Executive how much is the proposed cycleway from Bushy Park up through Church Lane in Rathfarnham village going to cost SDCC and would the cost be reduced considerably by shelving plans to build a further bridge as proposed by local residents, by redirecting the pathway through the Fairways Estate?"
REPLY:

A feasibility study, funded by the National Transport Authority (NTA), for a Greenway cycle route along the River Dodder from Dublin City Centre to Bohernabreena was completed in 2012. The Dodder Greenway has significant potential to accommodate commuters, recreational users and tourists and to support business in as well as to enliven Villages along its route. As part of the preliminary design of the Greenway, it is necessary to consider how access to the route can be improved for potential users and to ensure good connections to nearby attractions and services.

The existing bridge is not suitable for cyclists nor is it universally accessible, therefore while it is a well used and popular bridge for pedestrians, it would not provide adequate Quality of Service for a proposed Greenway Route. With regard to any proposed new bridge, this is currently at a very early preliminary stage design and there are a number of factors to be considered. 

These include the location of any new bridge in the context of objectives that include improving links to Rathfarnham Village and Bushy Park. There are also technical factors such as compatibility with the River Dodder Flood Risk Management Plan. Off-line route detail has also yet to be considered. When the design process for a bridge and access routes has progressed sufficiently, a proposal can then be made that can be subject to costing and the necessary public consultation.

It is noted that the Council is likely to be dependent on the National Transport Authority and/or the Department of Transport and Tourism to secure funding to progress the Dodder Greenway. 

RTT/44/14 ACQUISITION OF SUITABLE SITE FOR GAELSCOIL NÁ GIÚISE IN FIRHOUSE AND FIRHOUSE EDUCATE TOGETHER NS 
QUESTION (21): Councillor F. Warfield  


Item ID: 40095 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the discussions held between South Dublin County Council and the Department of Education and Skills in relation to the acquisition of a suitable site for a new, permanent school build for Gaelscoil Ná Giúise in Firhouse and Firhouse Educate Together NS?"
REPLY:

Two new primary schools for Firhouse opened in September 2013 and are being facilitated in temporary accommodation in the Firhouse Community Centre and the Tymon Bawn Community Centre. This temporary arrangement is not tenable for the future long-term viability of the schools. It remains a requirement of the Department of Education and Skills (DoES) that a site or sites be acquired for these 2 new primary schools to serve existing demand in the Firhouse area.

A preferred site had been identified for two temporary schools that could be further developed to accommodate two future permanent schools, on public land adjoining Firhouse community centre. The temporary schools proposal included the provision of a public car park to serve the adjoining Community Centre and nearby playing fields as well as the two temporary schools and a new public playground. This was advertised through the part 8 process last summer (ie 2013), but attracted considerable local opposition, primarily due to concerns about traffic and loss of public space. The Part 8 report has not been brought to the Council for determination. The longer term proposal was that the permanent schools would be built on the public space adjoining the temporary schools. The one existing grass pitch to be displaced by the permanent schools would be relocated onto an adjoining area of public space. The possibility of a portion of the return to the Council from the sale of the site to the Department being made available as matched funding for the development of an all-weather sports facility on an adjoining public site, in accordance with local objectives and to which the schools would have preferential school-time access, was also considered. It had been intended that the permanent schools would go through the normal planning process, which would enable any concerned party the option of appeal to An Bord Pleanala.

SDCC and the DoE&S are currently assessing all possible options in the area, both publicly and privately owned sites, to establish:

· that sites are located within the required educational catchment, 

· the suitability of sites to meet both DoE&S and SDCC technical requirements, 

· that sites are located in an area which will underpin the principles of sustainable development by enabling students to cycle and walk to school, therefore minimising the need for students to be driven to school, and 

· that sites have the potential to be acquired in a timely fashion. 

It is anticipated that a report will be brought to the Council before the end of the year.

RTT/45/14 PLANNING FILES

HEADED ITEM (8): Planning  




Item ID: 40296 

Mr. N. O’Byrne, Senior Planner, presented the following report:
A Large Applications Under Consideration 
B Files Requested by Members
RTT/46/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (9): Planning  




Item ID: 40297 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/47/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (5): Planning  



Item ID: 40298 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/48/14 CONCERTS IN MARLEY PARK 
MOTION (8):  







Item ID: 40390 

It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:-

"That this Council write to the Chief Executive of Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown County Council asking that it be agreed that a restriction be placed on the number of concerts in Marley Park each year, there being eight concerts held in Marley Park this summer.

To ask Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown Council to confirm the profit received from hosting such events and that a certain percentage of that profit ought to be given to South Dublin Council for spending within the Rathfarnham Area to compensate locals for the inconvenience they suffer as a result of such concerts.

In addition that Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown County Council would notify this Council once an application to host is received and once permission to host is granted that a minimum notice as to such events be agreed between the parties."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Draft Licence for the concerts in 2014 was referred to South Dublin County Council by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council for observation.

On the basis of the experience of the concerts in 2014 South Dublin County Council will make it clear to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council the concerns of the Council and request that these concerns be addressed in any future licence.”

It was AGREED to take Motion 14 in the name of Councillor F. Duffy in conjunction with the above.

MOTION (14): Councillor F.N. Duffy  



Item ID: 40429 
It was proposed by Councillor F. Duffy, seconded by Councillor A.M. Dermody;

"That South Dublin County Council invites an appropriate representative/delegation from Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council to make a short presentation to members explaining the current arrangement concerning the staging of concerts in Marlay Park including the type of consultative process in place, listing the stakeholders involved and engaging in the said consultative process including input from residents and resident associations in the South Dublin County Council side/part of Marlay Park."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“If the motion is approved a letter on the matter will issue to Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council and when a response is received the Members will be notified accordingly.”

Following contributions from Councillors A.M. Dermody, C. Brophy, P. Foley and F. Warfield Mr. N. O’Byrne, Senior Planner, responded to queries raised.  The reports were NOTED and it was AGREED to invite representatives from Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council to make a presentation on this issue to the Committee.

RTT/49/14 PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN THE FIRHOUSE/BALLYCULLEN AREA 
MOTION (9):  







Item ID: 40398 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor R. McMahon:-

"That this Committee receive and discuss a report detailing the planning issues related to primary schools in the Firhouse/Ballycullen area, and in particular any progress or changes related to the issue in recent months."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Two new primary schools for Firhouse opened in September 2013 and are being facilitated in temporary accommodation in the Firhouse Community Centre and the Tymon Bawn Community Centre. This temporary arrangement is not tenable for the future long-term viability of the schools. It remains a requirement of the Department of Education and Skills (DoES) that a site or sites be acquired for these 2 new primary schools to serve existing demand in the Firhouse area.

A preferred site had been identified for two temporary schools that could be further developed to accommodate two future permanent schools, on public land adjoining Firhouse community centre. The temporary schools proposal included the provision of a public car park to serve the adjoining Community Centre and nearby playing fields as well as the two temporary schools and a new public playground. This was advertised through the part 8 process last summer (ie 2013), but attracted considerable local opposition, primarily due to concerns about traffic and loss of public space. The Part 8 report has not been brought to the Council for determination. The longer term proposal was that the permanent schools would be built on the public space adjoining the temporary schools. The one existing grass pitch to be displaced by the permanent schools would be relocated onto an adjoining area of public space. The possibility of a portion of the return to the Council from the sale of the site to the Department being made available as matched funding for the development of an all-weather sports facility on an adjoining public site, in accordance with local objectives and to which the schools would have preferential school-time access, was also considered. It had been intended that the permanent schools would go through the normal planning process, which would enable any concerned party the option of appeal to An Bord Pleanala.

SDCC and the DoE&S are currently assessing all possible options in the area, both publicly and privately owned sites, to establish:

· that sites are located within the required educational catchment, 

· the suitability of sites to meet both DoE&S and SDCC technical requirements, 

· that sites are located in an area which will underpin the principles of sustainable development by enabling students to cycle and walk to school, therefore minimising the need for students to be driven to school, and 

· that sites have the potential to be acquired in a timely fashion. 

It is anticipated that a report will be brought to the full Council before the end of 2014.” 

Following a contribution from Councillor D. Looney, Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/50/14 MASTS ON WHITEHALL ROAD BADMINTON CENTRE
MOTION (10):  







Item ID: 40400 

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor A.M Dermody:-

"That the Chief Executive carry out an inspection of the number of masts on Whitehall Road Badminton Centre and to report on this inspection outlining all the masts on this site and if they are all authorised."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Planning Authority received a specific complaint regarding telecommunication structures at this location in April 2008.

An investigation was carried out and notices were served which were complied with to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. The enforcement file was closed in August 2009. Enforcement file No. is S4219 refers.

There is a long and complex planning history associated with the Whitehall Road Badminton Centre and in the absence of a specific issue or complaint about the number of masts referred to in the motion an extensive investigation of the premises by the Planning Authority may be required. 

In planning terms, 2 planning permissions are of note. SD11A/0051, relates to permission granted for 3 no. antenna, 1 no. radio link dish at roof level, associated equipment and outdoor equipment cabinet at ground level which forms part of the applicant's 3G communications network as previously granted under An Bord Pleanála reference PL06S.216795 (previously L.A. Ref. SD05A/1066) on 31/5/2011.

SD11A/0063, relates to permission granted for retention of an existing telecommunications base station installation comprising three no. antennas and 1 no. link dish mounted on 2 no. offset poles together with ground-based equipment container and security fence on for 5 years from 22/6/2011.

These 2 permissions which provide for 6 antennae and 2 dishes will expire in 2016.

Any investigation of other general matters regarding this property or the specific identification and confirmation of approved antennae may require the allocation of appropriate resources which are currently unavailable without altering the current work programme.

If the motion is passed in respect of a specific complaint regarding masts an investigation will be initiated as part of the work programme.”

Following a contribution from Councillor C. Brophy, Mr. N. O’Byrne, Senior Planner, responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to carry out an inspection to clarify the position on site and to inform Councillor Brophy of the outcome.

RTT/51/14 NEW BRIDGE JOINING FIRHOUSE AND TALLAGHT 
MOTION (11):  







Item ID: 40460 
It was proposed by Councillor D. O'Donovan, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:-
"That the Chief Executive report that the new bridge joining Firhouse and Tallaght to form part of the new Tallaght to Ballyboden and Dodder Valley Greenway cycle route will be securely lit and will have 24hour cctv linked to the local Garda Station."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Phase One of the Tallaght to Ballyboden Cycle Route; the Pedestrian and cycle route and bridges at Dodder Valley Park commenced on site on the 19th March 2014. This is the first phase of a significant new project by South Dublin County Council, funded by the National Transport Authority, which will form part of a wider network of new high quality cycle ways proposed throughout the Dublin region. 

The Tallaght to Ballyboden Cycle Route achieved Part 8 planning permission at the end of 2012. The portion of the route currently on site links Firhouse Road with Old Bawn Road and Seskin View Road via the Dodder Valley. The project will provide two new pedestrian and cycle bridges, one over the Dodder and the second over the Ballycullen stream and will increase links between the existing communities of Tallaght and Firhouse, by providing more direct routes for cyclists and pedestrians. The bridges will join Firhouse and Tallaght mid-way between Old Bawn and the M50 and will form part of both the Tallaght to Ballyboden and Dodder Valley Greenway proposed cycle routes. 

The project includes for both public lighting and CCTV. The CCTV footage will be linked to both the monitoring station at County Hall and Tallaght Garda Station.”

Following a contribution from Councillor D. O’Donovan the report was NOTED.

Transportation

RTT/52/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Questions 22 - 34 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/53/14 TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES ALONG KILTIPPER ROAD AND ELLENSBOROUGH
QUESTION (22): Councillor A-M. Dermody  

Item ID: 40436 

"To ask the Chief Executive that an assessment of the traffic calming measures currently used along Kiltipper Road be reviewed, and that the Chief Executive consider the inclusion of speed restrictions within Ellensborough estate also. I understand that on the Kiltipper Road (at the entrance at Deerpark down towards the GAA Club) is used as a race track with cars constantly speeding down and with reports of a stolen cars recently crashing at this location in the afternoon.  The issue of ramps within Ellensborough needs to be addressed?"
REPLY:

The existing traffic calming ramps on Kiltipper Road are working in a satisfactory manner. Complaints of speeding on this road were referred to the Gardai in 2012 who have reported that they have carried out speed checks on this road on several occasions, however no speeding offences were detected. The Gardaí are of the view that the speed ramps along this road are a sufficient deterrent to anyone attempting to break the speed limit.

Due to the many demands on the Council’s resources, the Council has only limited funding for the installation of traffic calming measures in 2014. The focus will be concentrating on spinal roads in residential areas. Discussions will be taking place with the relevant Area Committees with a view to selecting four/five roads in each of the Council’s six electoral areas. As with previous traffic calming schemes, the selection of individual roads will be a matter for the relevant Area Committee. Ellensborough Estate is on the traffic calming request list for the new Rathfarnham Electoral Area.

RTT/54/14 BUSHES AT THE JUNCTION OF WHITECHURCH ROAD AND BALLYBODEN ROAD 
QUESTION (23): Councillor S. Holland  

Item ID: 40385 

"To ask the Chief Executive to have the bushes cut at the junction of Whitechurch Road and Ballyboden Road, just a few yards up from the Tuning Fork on Whitechurch side. Footpath is currently impassable?"
REPLY:

The overgrown hedges were trimmed in early August. A Road Maintenance crew will be requested to again visit the location in early September to cut back any protruding shrubbery.

RTT/55/14 REPAIR RAMP ON WELLINGTON ROAD

QUESTION (24): Councillor P. Kearns  


Item ID: 40423 

"To ask the Chief Executive to arrange to have the ramp on Wellington Road (the second on down from the roundabout) repaired as soon as possible as it is causing damage to cars?"
REPLY:

The 2014 Roadworks Programme is nearing completion. Repairs to the ramp will be considered for 2014 subject to remaining funding being available. If not it will be included in the 2015 Roadworks programme.

RTT/56/14 UPDATE ON FREE PARKING INITIATIVE IN OUR VILLAGES

QUESTION (25): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 40442 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the progress to date of the free parking initiative in our villages?"
REPLY:

The 30 minutes free parking has being operating since April. Following a bedding in period relevant information is being gathered from traders, motorists, parking wardens as well as data on the number of fines issued and pay and display parking machines. A report will be issued to the Transportation SPC.

RTT/57/14 REPORT ON WALKINSTOWN ROUNDABOUT STUDY SCHEME 
QUESTION (26): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40312 

"To ask the Chief Executive for a full report on the Walkinstown Roundabout Study Scheme, and to make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:

An option report was developed by the consulting engineers and presented to both South Dublin County Council and the NTA. Plans are now advanced to carry out a trial run on the selected option in late October. In advance of this, data will be gathered on site using CCTV cameras at all junctions and arms leading into the roundabout. A full stakeholder list is being prepared together with drawings and a full briefing will be given to Members in advance of the trial.

RTT/58/14 FOOTPATH REPAIRS IN LIMEKILN AVENUE   

QUESTION (27): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40397 

"To ask the Chief Executive to ensure that footpath repairs are carried out on Limekiln Avenue as soon as possible, given the serious trip hazards which have been reported at length in recent years?"
REPLY:

Limekiln Avenue was not included in the 2014 Footpath Programme. It will be included in the 2015 Programme subject to availability of finance.

RTT/59/14 UPDATED REPORT ON TRAFFIC FLOWS AND SAFETY AT THE SPAWELL ROUNDABOUT   

QUESTION (28): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40437 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an updated report on traffic flows and safety at the Spawell Roundabout, including remedial works undertaken and costs accrued, and to make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:

A report is currently being prepared on the traffic flows and will be presented to the Members with the next 6 weeks. The cost of the remedial works to date are approx €100,000 and work is complete.

RTT/60/14 UPDATE ON STATUS OF THE WHITEHALL-WELLINGTON CYCLE SCHEME 

QUESTION (29): Councillor D. Looney  


Item ID: 40438 

"To ask the Chief Executive for an updated report on the status of the Whitehall-Wellington Cycle Scheme, and to make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:

The Whitehall-Wellington Cycle Scheme did not receive any funding from the NTA for the current year. A section of the scheme at Spawell was constructed as part of the Spawell Tallaght-Templeogue Cycle Scheme funded by South Dublin County Council, to improve traffic flows on the Wellington Lane. South Dublin County Council have recently re-submitted the scheme to the NTA for consideration as part of the overall GDA Cycle Network.

RTT/61/14  U-TURNING TRAFFIC AT SPRINGFIELD ROAD  

QUESTION (30): Councillor R. McMahon 


 Item ID: 40461 

"To ask the Chief Executive if there are any plans to stop or prevent persistent drivers doing an illegal U turn at the junction of Springfield Road off Templeogue Road, and also can any traffic calming measures be put in place where cars continue down Springfield Road to do their turn at excessive speed for a residential road?"
REPLY:

No-U-turn signs are provided at the entrance to Springfield Road. It is not possible to prohibit traffic turning on a two-way residential street as the normal use of this cul-de-sac requires all traffic, residents and their visitors included, to turn around to exit the road. The issue of speeding will be referred to An Garda Síochána. Traffic calming is not considered appropriate as this road is a short cul-de-sac.

RTT/62/14 PARKING IN ROSEMOUNT SHOPPING CENTRE   

QUESTION (31): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 40447 

"To ask the Chief Executive to confirm that he will implement a 3 hour maximum stay parking period for 94 of the 112 spaces in the main car park at Rosemount Shopping Centre. This will allow 18 all-day parking spaces available to those who currently use them during the day, while having regard for local residents and the potential over-spill of all-day parking into the neighbouring roads, once a maximum stay period is imposed?"
REPLY:

The matter will be examined and a report presented to the members. The Council is entitled to make Bye Laws under Section 101 of the Road Traffic Act 1961 to manage the use of car parks under its control. In order to carry out the request it is necessary to prepare a Bye Law to this effect which would require the approval of the full Council following a full consultation period.

RTT/63/14 NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH AND NO DOG FOULING SIGNS  

QUESTION (32): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 40450 

"To ask the Chief Executive how many estates in the Rathfarnham area have applied for and are still awaiting Neighbourhood Watch and No Dog Fouling signs from SDCC?"
REPLY:

Applications for 5 Neighbourhood watch signs in the Knocklyon area have been received. The requested sites are being inspected. The applicants will be advised of the cost of the signs and their installation in the coming weeks. Once payment is received the signs will be ordered and installed as soon as practical.

A Dublin Regional Committee was formed in 2013 to tackle the dog fouling issue, part of the agreed campaign involves anti dog fouling signage. The agreed signage has been received and arrangements are currently being made for the installation of these signs. To date there have been 14 requests from estates in the Rathfarnham area.

RTT/64/14 PARKING PLAN FOR ST. COLMCILLES NATIONAL SCHOOL IN KNOCKLYON  

QUESTION (33): Councillor D. O'Donovan  


Item ID: 40449 

"To ask the Chief Executive to outline what parking plan he has put in place for St. Colmcilles National School in Knocklyon.  There will be over 1,600 students on campus from September with only one entrance/exit, what traffic relief options is he considering?"
REPLY:

The congestion at the school junction will be monitored in September. The relevant monitoring equipment is being installed. The junction at Knocklyon Road, Idrone Avenue and Scholarstown Road is a staggered cross road, a signal controller which reacts to traffic conditions is installed. It is configured to insure that the entire junction is prevented from gridlock and the maximum amount of traffic is accommodated given the layout of the roads in and approaching the junction. The junction is operating to maximise traffic throughput consistent with the safety of vulnerable road users.

In addition, in 2014 the National Transport Authority granted funding to South Dublin County Council for a ‘Green Schools Cluster’ project. This project involves liaison between a number of schools at Ballyroan in the Rathfarnham area, An Taisce Green Schools, the NTA Green Schools Coordinator and South Dublin County Council. The aim of the project is to engage with the schools, assess current levels of walking and cycling to the schools and identify measures that could encourage walking and cycling to the school. The NTA have provided funding to implement the programme and also to carry out improvements to pedestrian and cycle facilities and improve permeability in the vicinity of the schools. Please note the project description is specifically tailored to facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. The schools that are part of the programme were the schools based within the Ballyroan / Ballyboden cluster as follows:

· St. Colmcilles Senior National School 

· Sancta Maria College 

· Coláiste Éanna CBS 

· Scoil Naomh Padraig 

Ballyroan Boys National School were also surveyed as they were in close proximity to the schools in question. As St. Colmcilles are returning this year to Idrone Avenue, the survey was changed to allow them to feed back information about their new location. The surveys are currently being collated and examined and a report will follow. However preliminary examination shows a number of issues reported in relation to walking and cycling to St. Colmcilles new location at Idrone Avenue, in particular from Orlagh Roundabout to the new school location.

South Dublin County Council are undertaking detailed design for a section of the Tallaght to Ballyboden Cycle Route which passes close to the school on Knocklyon Road. The National Transport Authority have agreed to extend funding, so South Dublin County Council have requested the consulting engineers to extend their brief to examine and upgrade as required, the provision of walking and cycling facilities north and south from Knocklyon Road from Orlagh Roundabout to the school. Topographical survey is currently underway. It is envisaged that the detailed design of these walking and cycling facilities will be complete by year end. Once completed a further application for funding can be made for tender and construction phases.

RTT/65/14 MINI BUS SERVICE FOR GREENHILLS RESIDENTS  

QUESTION (34): Councillor F. Warfield  


Item ID: 40079 

"To ask the Chief Executive have South Dublin County Council given consideration to the local proposal of a mini bus service for Greenhills residents, in the absence of an extended 123 Dublin Bus, to cater for individuals travelling to St. James' Hospital and Walkinstown?"
REPLY:

Dublin Bus have confirmed in recent correspondence that they "do not have any plans to extend the route 123 from its current terminus. Such an extension would require additional resources (i.e.buses and staff) to maintain its current frequency which in this difficult climate we do not have."

The Council does not have the resources and has no function in the provision of bus services.

RTT/66/14 PROPOSED DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS:

HEADED ITEM (10): Transportation  



Item ID: 40299 

Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer presented the following report:
Ballymount Cross Industrial Estate
Templeroan Mews
Limekiln Lane (part of)
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:

“that this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Ballymount Cross Industrial Estate as set out in the above report to be public roads.”

It was proposed by Councillor A.M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:

“that this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Templeroan Mews as set out in the above report to be public roads.”

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:

“that this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council declare the roads in Limekiln Lane (part of) as set out in the above report to be public roads.”

RTT/67/14 NEW WORKS  
HEADED ITEM (11): Transportation  



Item ID: 40300 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/68/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (6): Transportation  


Item ID: 40301 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/69/14 WORKING WITH IRISH WATER REPAIRING FOOTPATHS
MOTION (12):  







Item ID: 40433 

It was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:-
"That the Chief Executive present to this meeting the viability or otherwise of working with Irish Water specifically when repairing footpaths following meter installations and where those same paths are already in poor condition. A collaborative approach ought to be taken between the Council and Irish Water where footpaths are agreed to be in a poor state of repair, and that Irish Water would make a payment gesture to the Council for it to repair the entire of the footpath and not just the patch worked on by Irish Water. There are obvious savings to be made in organising repair work in this way."
The following report by the Manager was READ:
“Irish Water currently have a nationwide meter installation project underway. Contractors have been appointed to carry out the works on their behalf. The reinstatements being carried out by the contractors are in accordance with their contracts with Irish Water and do not provide for the carrying out of additional repair works. Any such additional works would effect the overall programme of the metering project and have cost implications for the Council.”

Following a contribution from Councillor A.M. Dermody the report was NOTED.

RTT/70/14  TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT IN VICINITY OF ST COLMCILLE'S SCHOOLS ON IDROVE AVE
MOTION (13):  







Item ID: 40441 

The following Motion was “NOT MOVED”:

"That this Committee agrees that the Council responds as comprehensively as possible to the requests from St Colmcille's Schools regarding vehicular, cyclist and pedestrian movements within the vicinity of the school and Idrone Avenue and Knocklyon and Scholarstown Junctions."
Economic Development

RTT/71/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/72/14 Presentation on Development Land in Council Ownership within the Rathfarnham/ Templeogue – Terenure Area

HEADED ITEM (12): Economic Development  

Item ID: 40465 

Mr. C. Ryan, Senior Planner presented the following report:

“As agreed at both Council and the Organisation Procedure & Finance Committee meetings, for the information of members, a presentation setting out the development lands in the Councils ownership within the Rathfarnham/ Templeogue – Terenure Area will be given at the meeting.”
Following contributions from Councillors S. Holland, A.M. Dermody, P. Kearns, F. Duffy, D. O’Donovan, D. Looney and P. Donovan, Mr. Ryan responded to queries raised and it was AGREED to hold a briefing on this matter prior to the next Area Committee Meeting.
Councillor P. Kearns had to leave the meeting at this point and it was AGREED that Councillor F. Warfield would chair the rest of the meeting.

RTT/73/14 REPORT ON VILLAGE IMPROVEMENTS PLAN PROJECTS

HEADED ITEM (13): Economic Development  

Item ID: 40556 

Mr. P. De Roe, Senior Architect presented the following report:
“The Village Initiatives were commenced in 2013, initially based on grant aided funding to local groups. The Village Initiative has evolved in 2014 into a more focused program with capital works budgeted at circa €5,000,000. The program seeks to develop a focused project within each identified village to maximise the impact and engage with the following guiding themes- 

Economically 

Socially 

Environmentally 

The program evolved through SWOT [strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats] analysis, and local consultation, to the current stage where work has been completed or is underway on majority of the 11 actions identified. The capital projects proposed are now defined with clear parameters, and sufficiently developed to be presented for approval in principle. A presentation, outlining the scope of the projects developed for the electoral area, will be given at the ACM.”
REPORT
Following contributions from Councillors D. Looney, F. Warfield, D. O’Donovan, R. McMahon and F. Duffy, Mr. De Roe responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/74/14 NEW WORKS 
HEADED ITEM (14): Economic Development  

Item ID: 40302 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/75/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (7): Economic Development  
Item ID: 40303 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Libraries & Arts

RTT/76/14 QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No.13, Question 35 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

RTT/77/14 STATISTICS REGARDING BALLYROAN LIBRARY

QUESTION (35): Councillor J. Lahart  


Item ID: 40443 

"To ask the Chief Executive for the latest statistics regarding Ballyroan Library - including book borrowing, visitors, classes held and attended and so on?"
REPLY:

Below are the latest statistics from 1st January to 31st July 2014 for Ballyroan Library.

The 2013 statistics are included for comparison.

Ballyroan Library Statistics 2013/2014
2013 1st Jan to 31st July 2014
Issues 346,077 



214,643

Visitors 235,596 



157,234

Internet Sessions 19,575 

  18,067

WiFi Sessions 9,226 


  10,785

Events 268 




       195 

RTT/78/14 LIBRARY NEWS & EVENTS

HEADED ITEM (15): Libraries & Arts  



Item ID: 40304 

Ms. D. Fagan, Senior Executive Librarian presented the following report:
LIBRARY NEWS and EVENTS
Following contributions from Councillors D. Looney and D. O’Donovan, Ms Fagan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTT/79/14 APPLICATION FOR ARTS GRANTS

HEADED ITEM (16): Libraries & Arts  



Item ID: 40479 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 

RTT/80/14 NEW WORKS

HEADED ITEM (17): Libraries & Arts  



Item ID: 40305 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/81/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (8): Libraries & Arts  


Item ID: 40306 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Corporate Support

RTT/82/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/83/14 NEW WORKS 

HEADED ITEM (18): Corporate Support  


Item ID: 40307 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/84/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (9): Corporate Support 

 Item ID: 40308 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
Performance & Change Management

RTT/85/14 QUESTIONS 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/86/14 NEW WORKS
HEADED ITEM (19): Performance & Change Management  Item ID: 40309 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
RTT/87/14 CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE (10): Performance & Change Management  Item ID: 40310 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
The meeting concluded at 5.40pm.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________

An Cathaoirleach  
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