COMHAIRLE  CONTAE  ÁTHA  CLIATH  THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

Minutes of South Dublin County Council Annual/Inaugural Meeting held on 
6th June 2014.
PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bonner, B.
	King, C.

	Brophy, C.
	Lahart, J.

	Casserly, V.
	Lavelle, W.

	Coules, N.
	Leech, B.

	Dermody, A-M
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M.
	Mahon, K.

	Donovan, P.
	McMahon, R.

	Duff, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Duffy, F.
	Nolan, R.

	Dunne, L.
	O’Brien, D.

	Ferron, B.
	O’Brien, E.

	Foley, P.
	Ó Broin, E.

	Genockey, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Connor, C.

	Gogarty, P.
	O’Donovan, D.

	Graham, J.
	O’Toole, L.

	Higgins, E.
	Richardson, D.

	Holland, S.
	Timmons, F.

	Kearns, P.
	Warfield, F.

	Kenny, G.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT
	Chief Executive
	D. McLoughlin

	Directors / Heads of Function
	L. Maxwell, C. Henehan, T. Walsh, 

F. Nevin, T. Kavanagh, E.Taaffe

	Law Agent
	J. Healy

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy,  M. Maguire, J. Quinlivan, Y. Dervan

	Assistant Head of I.T.
	M. Galvin

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, E. Leech, 

	A/Staff Officers
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	Mayor’s Secretary
	M. Sullivan

	I.T.
	J. Doyle, R. Herron, R. Holbrook


The Mayor Councillor D. Looney presided.
An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor K. Egan.

(H1/0614)
LOCAL ELECTIONS 2014 - RETURN OF PERSONS ELECTED
Mr. Tom O’Neill, Meetings Administrator read out the names of the Members elected at the Local Elections held on 23rd May 2014.
The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, congratulated the members on their success in being elected to the Council and offered commiserations to former members who were unsuccessful.  He thanked the Returning Officer, Mr. P. Murphy and his team on a well run Local Elections. He thanked the Management team, staff and Councillors for their help over the last five years.
Councillor C. King on behalf of the Sinn Féin Group, Councillor W. Lavelle on behalf of the Fine Gael Group, Councillor Guss O’Connell (Non Party), Councillor M. Duff on behalf of the Labour Party, Councillor J. Lahart on behalf of the Fianna Fail Group, Councillor Gino Kenny on behalf of People Before Profit Alliance, Councillor Mick Murphy on behalf of the Anti Austerity Alliance and Councillor Francis Duffy (Green Party) congratulated the outgoing Mayor, Councillor D. Looney on his year as Mayor of South Dublin County Council.

The Chief Executive, Mr. D. McLoughlin thanked the mayor on behalf of the management and staff and presented him with a pictorial record of his achievements over the last year.
The Chief Executive also congratulated the Members of the Council on their election.

(H2/0614)
ELECTION OF MAYOR / AN MÉARA

Councillor Fintan Warfield was proposed by Councillor Sarah Holland and seconded by Councillor Guss O’Connell.

Councillor Anne-Marie Dermody was proposed by Councillor William Lavelle and seconded by Councillor John Lahart.

Councillor Brian Leech was proposed by Councillor Mick Murphy and seconded by Councillor Gino Kenny.

A Roll Call vote was taken and the results were as follows:

	COUNCILLOR:
	FINTAN WARFIELD
	BRIAN LEECH
	ANNE-MARIE DERMODY
	ABSTAINED

	BONNER, BREEDA
	X
	
	
	

	BROPHY, COLM
	
	
	X
	

	CASSERLY, VICKI
	
	
	X
	

	COULES, NICKY
	
	X
	
	

	DERMODY, ANNE-MARIE
	
	
	X
	

	DEVINE,  MÁIRE
	X
	
	
	

	DONOVAN, PAULA
	
	
	X
	

	DUFF, MICK
	X
	
	
	

	DUFFY, FRANCIS
	X
	
	
	

	DUNNE, LOUISE
	X
	
	
	

	EGAN, KENNETH
	
	
	
	

	FERRON, BRENDAN 
	X
	
	
	

	FOLEY,  PAUL
	
	
	X
	

	GENOCKEY, MARTINA 
	X
	
	
	

	GILLIGAN, TREVOR
	
	
	X
	

	GOGARTY, PAUL
	X
	
	
	

	GRAHAM, JONATHAN
	X
	
	
	

	HIGGINS, EMER
	
	
	X
	

	HOLLAND, SARAH
	X
	
	
	

	KEARNS, PAMELA
	X
	
	
	

	KENNY, GINO
	
	X
	
	

	KING, CATHAL
	X
	
	
	

	LAHART, JOHN
	
	
	X
	

	LAVELLE,  WILLIAM
	
	
	X
	

	LEECH, BRIAN
	
	
	
	X

	LOONEY, DERMOT
	X
	
	
	

	MAHON, KIERAN
	
	X
	
	

	MCMAHON, RONAN
	
	
	
	X

	MURPHY, MICK
	
	X
	
	

	NOLAN, RUTH
	
	X
	
	

	O’BRIEN, DANNY
	X
	
	
	

	O’BRIEN,  ED
	
	
	X
	

	Ó BROIN, EOIN
	X
	
	
	

	O’CONNELL, GUSS
	X
	
	
	

	O’ CONNOR, CHARLIE
	
	
	X
	

	O’DONOVAN,  DEIRDRE
	X
	
	
	

	O’ TOOLE, LIONA
	X
	
	
	

	RICHARDSON, DERMOT
	X
	
	
	

	TIMMONS, FRANCIS
	X
	
	
	

	WARFIELD, FINTAN 
	X
	
	
	


WARFIELD:

21 (TWENTY-ONE)
DERMODY:

11 (ELEVEN)

LEECH:

5 (FIVE)

ABSTENTION:
2 (TWO)

As the votes for Councillor F. Warfield exceeded the majority of members present he was elected Mayor of South Dublin County Council.
The Mayor, Councillor Fintan Warfield then took the Chair.

MAYOR’S SPEECH:

“Is mór an onóir é dom a bheith anseo inniu.
It is a magnificent honour to be nominated and elected as the Mayor of South Dublin.

It is with even greater personal pride that I take on this role as the youngest Mayor of a local authority and in changing times, an openly LGBT Mayor.

I would like to congratulate Dermot Looney on a fantastic year in office.

I would also like to thank my party colleagues in Sinn Féin for their belief and support in myself over the last number of days in proposing me for this important position.

I would also like to thank the other members of the Progressive Alliance for supporting my candidacy.

If, in twelve months time, I can look back on my term, if I can honestly say that I have taken the Mayor’s role into the homes, communities and work places of those whom this office represents, then I will be a proud republican activist.

ELECTION

The local and European elections brought about significant political change.

After six years of social and economic crisis and seven harsh austerity budgets people have had enough.

Sinn Féin was returned as the largest party in South Dublin County Council and the largest party in Dublin City and County.

I am proud to have been part of that Sinn Féin team in this election. 

With our new political strength there also comes a huge responsibility.

Those of us elected to this Council, from all parties, have a responsibility to work together to make life better for the people we represent.

I look forward to working with my Independent, Labour and Green Party colleagues in the Progressive Alliance.

I also want to work constructively with all councillors elected to deliver for the people of South Dublin.

PRIORITIES

I want to be a mayor for all of the people of this county. But In particular I want to be a voice for those who have been left out or left behind. I want to be a campaigning mayor – campaigning for change, for inclusion, for equality.

My priorities for the year will be:

· To highlight the ongoing housing and homeless crisis in the County

· To promote LGBT rights and in particular marriage equality and inclusive workplaces across the county

· To promote practical solutions to the youth unemployment crisis

HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS

We are in the midst of the worst housing crisis in modern history. Almost 8,000 households across the county are on our waiting list. Almost 40 families are sleeping tonight in local hotels because they cannot afford the rent in private accommodation and the Council is unable to house them.

Since 2008 Government funding for social housing has been cut by 90%.

The solution to the housing crisis is very simple –we need to build more social houses.

As Mayor I pledge to use my office to highlight this crisis. To put a human face on the suffering of thousands of families who do not have a home of their own.

I also pledge to promote meaningful solutions to this crisis.

Local government must be able to meet peoples housing need. We need to have the money to build and buy more social houses.

Our homeless services must have the funding required to support those without a home and to assist them to live independently.

South Dublin County Council has a positive record in terms of it’s delivery of Social Housing and has developed a number of innovative initiatives like the Applicant Sourced Homes scheme and Choice based Lettings scheme which have become very successful and are currently being replicated throughout this state. 

I want the incoming Council to build on this success. No family should have to sleep night after night in a hotel. No young person should have to sleep rough on a cold winters night.

LGBT RIGHTS

It is my belief that the office of Mayor should be a beacon of hope for those who feel invisible. I believe that Dublin should be a place for everyone. 

As Mayor I want to make the connection with those people who do feel invisible. 

Maybe it’s the girl with the funny name or unusual accent. Maybe it’s the boy who wants to wear make up in school. Maybe it’s the single mother struggling to make ends meet. Maybe it’s the unemployed man ashamed that he can’t put food on the table. Maybe it’s the older person who goes to the Square to keep warm or whom no one has visited in weeks.

These are the people who I as Mayor want to stand with.

Everyone should belong in Dublin; we are all better for having each other. Many within the LGBT community feel that Dublin, at times is not a place for them. Homophobia has pushed people into the corners of their lives, lives of isolation and poor self-image.

One of the most important events due to take place in the coming year is the marriage equality referendum. Today under law my relationships are not afforded the same value as those of others. I am not treated equally. This referendum will give our society the chance to say that we support equality. That it values all of our relationships. As Mayor I will work closely with those individuals and groups who want to make our society a fairer, more equal place.

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT

South Dublin has one of the highest youth unemployment rates in the country.

Almost 30% of under 25’s are out of work. Many more are not in education or training. Every day hundreds of young people emigrate.

We need to give our young people hope – we need to offer them a real chance to live and make their home here.

Important work has been done by the Council including the 2014 Jobs Strategy. However we must all do more.

During my year as Mayor I will engage with youth organizations, trade unions, business groups, employers and young people themselves to debate and promote practical solutions that that will give young people hope.

CONCLUSION

I look forward to the months ahead in my new role, not just as a Sinn Féin Mayor but one for all of the people living in the county. I will endeavour to be fair as the Chairperson of Council meetings and provide everyone with equal time and opportunity, regardless of political orientation.

I want to state that we are very lucky in South Dublin County Council to have a flexible, professional, innovative and committed management team and workforce who have taken on huge challenges over the past number of years. They have done this without complaint and improved services in a number of areas along the way.

With this in mind I genuinely look forward to working closely with the manager and their team in the coming year.

While I as one individual don’t have the solutions to tackle every problem South Dublin encounters, together as elected representatives, staff and residents we have the knowledge and ability to make great progress in the coming year. 

I am resolved to be relentlessly positive about our communities and to work hard with everyone to make our County and our city a place for everyone.

In the coming days, the proclamation of 1916 will hang proudly on the walls of the Mayor’s office. 

That document includes the commitment to “cherish all the children of the nation equally”. 

Tackling inequality and ensuring every single person has the opportunity and the means to live a full and happy life is the greatest challenge facing the leadership of our great city today.

I am up for that challenge and look forward to working with all of you to realize that vision.

Táim ag súil leis an obair atá os mo chomhair.”
Councillors Paul Gogarty, Mick Duff, John Lahart, Guss O’Connell, Kieran Mahon, Liona O’Toole, Gino Kenny and Trevor Gilligan congratulated Mayor Warfield.

(H3/0614)
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR / LEAS MHÉARA

Councillor Liona O’Toole was proposed by Councillor Paul Gogarty and seconded by Councillor Mick Duff.
Councillor Trevor Gilligan was proposed by Councillor Guss O’Connell and seconded by Councillor Anne-Marie Dermody.
Councillor Brian Leech was proposed by Councillor Mick Murphy and seconded by Councillor Kieran Mahon.

A Roll Call vote was taken and the results were as follows:

	COUNCILLOR:
	LIONA O’TOOLE
	TREVOR GILLIGAN
	BRIAN LEECH
	ABSTAINED

	BONNER, BREEDA
	X
	
	
	

	BROPHY, COLM
	
	X
	
	

	CASSERLY, VICKI
	
	X
	
	

	COULES, NICKY
	
	
	X
	

	DERMODY, ANNE-MARIE
	
	X
	
	

	DEVINE,  MÁIRE
	X
	
	
	

	DONOVAN, PAULA
	
	X
	
	

	DUFF, MICK
	X
	
	
	

	DUFFY, FRANCIS
	X
	
	
	

	DUNNE, LOUISE
	X
	
	
	

	EGAN, KENNETH
	
	
	
	

	FERRON, BRENDAN 
	X
	
	
	

	FOLEY,  PAUL
	
	X
	
	

	GENOCKEY, MARTINA 
	X
	
	
	

	GILLIGAN, TREVOR
	
	X
	
	

	GOGARTY, PAUL
	X
	
	
	

	GRAHAM, JONATHAN
	X
	
	
	

	HIGGINS, EMER
	
	X
	
	

	HOLLAND, SARAH
	X
	
	
	

	KEARNS, PAMELA
	X
	
	
	

	KENNY, GINO
	
	
	X
	

	KING, CATHAL
	X
	
	
	

	LAHART, JOHN
	
	X
	
	

	LAVELLE,  WILLIAM
	
	X
	
	

	LEECH, BRIAN
	
	
	X
	

	LOONEY, DERMOT
	X
	
	
	

	MAHON, KIERAN
	
	
	X
	

	MCMAHON, RONAN
	X
	
	
	

	MURPHY, MICK
	
	
	X
	

	NOLAN, RUTH
	
	
	X
	

	O’BRIEN, DANNY
	X
	
	
	

	O’BRIEN,  ED
	
	X
	
	

	Ó BROIN, EOIN
	X
	
	
	

	O’CONNELL, GUSS
	X
	
	
	

	O’ CONNOR, CHARLIE
	
	X
	
	

	O’DONOVAN,  DEIRDRE
	X
	
	
	

	O’ TOOLE, LIONA
	X
	
	
	

	RICHARDSON, DERMOT
	X
	
	
	

	TIMMONS, FRANCIS
	X
	
	
	

	WARFIELD, FINTAN 
	X
	
	
	


O’TOOLE:
22 (TWENTY-TWO)

GILLIGAN:
11 (ELEVEN)

LEECH:
6 (SIX)

As the votes for Councillor Liona O’Toole exceeded the majority of members present she was elected Deputy Mayor of South Dublin County Council.
(H4/0614)
ELECTION OF SPC CHAIRS - DESIGNATE
The appointment of 6 members to be Chairpersons of the 6 no. Strategic Policy Committees to be formed in accordance with the S.P.C. Scheme are made in accordance with Circular letter LG07/2014 attached.

Following the local elections, it is necessary for each county and city council to establish new SPCs in line with the revised guidelines published by the Department in June 2014 entitled: Corporate Policy Groups and Strategic Policy Committees: Guidelines for establishment and operation. (attached).

The statutory basis for SPCs is set out in section 48 of the Local Government Act 2001 (the 2001 Act). Furthermore, section 48(1A) of the 2001 Act, as inserted by section 41(a) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014, requires that at least one of the SPCs that is established shall be to consider matters which relate to the functions of the local authority in relation to economic development and enterprise support. Accordingly, each local authority shall form an SPC entitled the “SPC for Economic Development and Enterprise”. This is the home in SPC scheme for the economic development and enterprise support functions. The functions of this SPC are to include the preparation of the economic elements of the Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP), the implementation and review of the economic elements of the LECP and the oversight by the elected members of the operation of the Local Enterprise Office (LEO).

The following appointments were made without portfolios to the Strategic Policy Committees:
Councillor Cathal King was proposed by Councillor Máire Devine and seconded by Councillor Danny O’Brien.
Councillor Pamela Kearns was proposed by Councillor Mick Duff and seconded by Councillor Breeda Bonner.

Councillor Dermot Looney was proposed by Councillor Deirdre O’Donovan and seconded by Councillor Paul Gogarty.
Councillor William Lavelle was proposed by Councillor Colm Brophy and seconded by Councillor Emer Higgins.

Councillor Dermot Richardson was proposed by Councillor Dermot Looney and seconded by Councillor Guss O’Connell.
Councillor John Lahart was proposed by Councillor Trevor Gilligan and seconded by Councillor Paul Foley.
(H5/0614)
ELECTION OF AREA CHAIRPERSONS 
Lucan Area Committee

Councillor Paul Gogarty was proposed as Chair of the Lucan Area Committee by Councillor Guss O’Connell and seconded by Councillor Liona O’Toole.
As there were no other nominations for the position Councillor Paul Gogarty was unanimously elected as Chair of the Lucan Area Committee.
Clondalkin Area Committee
Councillor Eoin Ó Broin was proposed as Chair of the Clondalkin Area Committee by Councillor Jonathan Graham and seconded by Councillor Trevor Gilligan.

As there were no other nominations for the position Councillor Eoin Ó Broin was unanimously elected as Chair of the Clondalkin Area Committee.
Rathfarnham / Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee

Councillor Pamela Kearns was proposed as Chair of the Rathfarnham / Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee by Councillor Mick Duff and seconded by Councillor John Lahart.

As there were no other nominations for the position Councillor Pamela Kearns was unanimously elected as Chair of the Rathfarnham / Templeogue-Terenure Area Committee.

Tallaght Area Committee

Councillor Mick Duff was proposed as Chair of the Tallaght Area Committee  by Councillor Cathal King and seconded by Councillor Charlie O’Connor.

As there were no other nominations for the position of the Tallaght Area Committee Councillor Mick Duff was unanimously elected as Chair of the Tallaght Area Committee.
(H6/0614) 
APPOINTMENTS TO STATUTORY AND OTHER BODIES
It was AGREED to defer this item to the July Meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee.
(H7/0614)
INDUCTION TRAINING FOR ELECTED MEMBERS
The following report which had been circulated was presented by Mr. Tom O’Neill, Meetings Administrator and CONSIDERED:
“In order to facilitate training of all elected members following the implementation of the reform programme and the establishment of the new structures Members must AGREE the following motion:

“That South Dublin County Council nominates all elected members of South Dublin County Council to attend the training seminar being organised by the Association of Irish Local Government for all elected members to take place on 19th June in Red Cow Moran’s Hotel, Dublin”.
The Motion was AGREED by all the Members.
The Meeting concluded at 4.57 p.m.

Signed: ____________________


Mayor



Date:    ____________________
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