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SECTION 1

1.1 INTRODUCTION

This document represents South Dublin County Council’s Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening Report of the recommended changes to the proposed Material Alterations arising from the Manager’s Report on submissions to the draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan in South Dublin County.   

The recommended changes to the Proposed Material Alterations constitute the current stage in the making of the draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan.  
The draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan and accompanying Environmental Report and Appropriate Assessment Screening Report were first published by the Council in October 2013.  Following a six week period of public consultation from 18th October 2013 to 28th November 2013, a Report by the County Manager (Manager’s Report) on the submission/observations on the Proposed Local Area Plan and Environmental Report was submitted to the Elected Members of the Council for their consideration.

The Elected Members subsequently formulated a series of motions for consideration at a Special Council meeting held on the 28th January 2014.  An Environmental Assessment Report of A: Motions proposed by the Elected Members and B: Recommendations within the Manager’s Report on the Proposed Ballycullen Oldcourt Local Area Plan was part of the documentation prepared for this meeting.  Having considered the above documentation, the Members of South Dublin County Council resolved on the 28th January 2014 to amend the Draft Local Area plan in accordance with the provisions set out in Section 20 (3)(d) of the Planning and Development Act 2000-2010.   

A number of the proposed amendments were considered to be material alterations to the draft Local Area Plan and consequently were required to be placed on public display for a period of four weeks in accordance with Section 20(3)(e)the Planning and Development Act 2000-2010 – this took place between 13th February 2014 and 13th March 2014.  Written submissions or observations with respect to the proposed material alterations and the environmental assessment of these material alterations have informed the Manger’s Report which will be taken into consideration by the Members of the Council before the making of the Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan.

An AA screening report had been prepared in accordance with the requirements of Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC).  Following guidance issued by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2010 (Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland – Guidance for Planning Authorities), plans and projects requiring to be considered for AA screening include: 
· Regional Planning Guidelines (RPGs);

· City and County Development Plans (CDPs) and any material amendments/variations;

· Development Plans by Town Councils (TCDPs) and any amendments/variations; 

· Planning Schemes in respect of Strategic Development Zones (SDZs).

and ..

· Local Area Plans (LAPs) and any amendments 

1.2 PURPOSE OF CURRENT REPORT

This AA screening report presents an assessment of the recommended changes to the proposed Material Alterations arising from the Manager’s Report on submissions to the draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan Report (March 2014) and is to be read in conjunction with the document Manager’s Report on Submissions Received on Proposed Material Alterations to Draft Local Area Plan (March 2014) which highlights the changes planned to the Material Alterations proposed to the LAP, and the Environmental Report – Addendum 3 : Report on the Proposed Material Alterations to the Ballycullen-Oldcourt draft Local Area Plan following the Public Consultation 13th February 2014 – 13th March 2014  (March 2014)

This AA screening report is also to be read in conjunction with the initial AA screening report for the draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan which was prepared for the first phase of public consultation (South Dublin County Habitats Directive Assessment: Screening of the Draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan for Appropriate Assessment in accordance with the requirements of Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive, October 2013) and read in conjunction with the AA screening report for the LAP on the Proposed Material Alterations to the Ballycullen-Oldcourt Draft Local Area Plan (February 2014).  The initial screening report provides a full screening matrix including details of the Natura 2000 sites assessed and the potential for negative impact arising from the proposed LAP.  These details are therefore not re-presented in the current report.  

The original screening report concluded that significant impacts on Natura 2000 sites will not occur as a result of the proposed LAP and hence the screening process terminated at Stage 1.  The second Screening report concluded that the Proposed Material Alterations to the draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan had been formulated to ensure that developments and effects arising from them shall not give rise to significant effects on the integrity of any Natura 2000 site and that a detailed Appropriate Assessment was not required.  
The current report therefore presents, as required, an assessment of the proposed changes to the Material Alterations following a third round of public consultation on the Material Alterations to the original drafted LAP to determine whether or not these additional proposed changes, either individually or in combination, are likely to result in any significant negative impacts on Natura 2000 sites. 

1.3
METHODOLOGY

This Screening Statement for Appropriate Assessment has been prepared with regard to the following guidance documents where relevant:

· Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on the Provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (European Commission Environment Directorate General, 2001)

· Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (EC Environment Directorate General, 2000)

· Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: Guidance for Planning Authorities Circular NPW 1/10 & PSSP 2/10

· Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland – Guidance for Planning Authorities. (Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2010 revision)

· Guidelines for Good Practice, Appropriate Assessment of Plans under Article 6(3) Habitats Directive (International Workshop on Assessment of Plans under the Habitats Directive, 2011)

· Guidance Document on Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC.  Clarification of the Concepts of Alternative Solutions, Imperative Reasons of Over-riding Public Interest, Compensatory Measures, Overall Coherence.  Opinion of the European Commission (European Commission, January 2007)

SECTION 2
SCREENING MATRIX

2.1
Screening of Proposed Material Alterations

Each of the recommended changes to the proposed Material Alterations arising from the Manager’s Report on submissions to the draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan have been examined and assessed for potential significant negative impact on the Natura 2000 network.  

Recommended changes to the proposed Material Alterations arising from the Manager’s Report on Submissions Received on Proposed Material Alterations to Draft Local Area Plan (March 2014) are set out in the table below. The recommendations are collated under the relevant reference number and heading as introduced in Table 2 of the Manager’s Report, April 2014.

The following Screening Matrix presents an assessment of each of the recommended proposed material alterations to the draft Plan. 

Proposed amendments to Material Alterations are identified as follows:

· Proposed alterations involving additional text are shown in green.
· Proposed alterations involving deletion of text are shown in red strikethrough
	
	
	Potential for Negative Impact on Natura 2000 sites

	Proposed Additional School Site (MA Refs. PA01, PA03, PA04 & PA05) 
	Adopt Draft Local Area Plan without proposed amendment of Section 5.4.8, Objective LUD12 and Objective SSP15 (Material Alterations Doc. Refs. PA01, PA03, PA04 & PA05) to increase the Oldcourt/Gunny Hill school site (south of OLDCOURT ROAD and west of HUNTER’S WOOD) by approximately 1.2 acres to allow for two primary schools on the site i.e. the provision of a third school on the Plan Lands. 
	No significant negative impact on Natura 2000 network.  



	Stocking Wood Permeability (MA Ref. PA02, PA03 & PA06) 
	Amend proposed Material Alteration to Objective SSP35 (Stocking Wood Permeability – Material Alteration Doc. Ref. Nos. PA02 & PA06)  in relation to vehicular and pedestrian/cyclist access between Stocking Wood Drive and the lands zoned for new residential communities to the south in a manner that removes proposed vehicular access and retains proposed pedestrian and cyclist access as follows:

Stocking Wood Permeability

· It is an objective of this Local Area Plan to require a through street pedestrian and cycle links to be created between Stocking Wood Drive and lands zoned for residential development to the south (in accordance with extant permissions) as part of the development of said lands. This local access street Pedestrian and cyclist links should be carefully designed with emphasis on pedestrian movement, passive surveillance, activity and good place making. (Objective SSP35)
	No significant negative impact on Natura 2000 network.  




SECTION 3
ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS

3.1
SCREENING ASSESSMENT

An assessment of the recommended changes to the proposed Material Alterations arising from the Manager’s Report on submissions to the draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan was undertaken (See Section 2.1 above) and no impacts were identified.  The proposed Material Alterations were assessed following the factors as listed: - size and scale; land-take; distance from the Natura 2000 site or key features of the site; resource requirements (water abstraction etc.); emissions (disposal to land, water, or air); excavation requirements); transportation requirements; duration of construction, operation, decommissioning, etc.; habitat area; disturbance to key species; habitat or species fragmentation; species density; changes in key indicators of conservation value (water quality etc.); climate change; key relationships that define the structure of the site; key relationships that determine the function of the site.

The policies and objectives as described in the draft LAP, in conjunction with the over-arching policies of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2010-1016 within which framework the proposed LAP is placed, in addition to the range of other instruments considered in the formulation of the LAP (see Section 2.4 of the draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan, October 2013), all serve to ensure that no significant negative impact arises from the proposed Plan.       
SECTION 4
CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

The National Spatial Strategy 2002-2020 and the National Development Plan 2007-2013 set the national planning framework within which the proposed Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan has been prepared.  Within South Dublin County itself, the County Development Plan 2010-2016 provides the local framework within the regional approach of the Regional Planning Guidelines 2010-2020.  These documents have been subject to screening for Appropriate Assessment to ensure no significant impacts are likely.  The draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt LAP and the proposed amendments to the Material Alterations have been prepared taking the objectives and policies of these plans into account.

The assessment for the current draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt LAP and the proposed amendments to the Material Alterations indicate there will be no significant impacts arising from this plan.  In relation to potential cumulative impacts from the draft LAP and proposed changes to the Material Alterations in conjunction with other plans and projects, it is a requirement that each of these, in addition to each individual application within the proposed LAP itself, will all be subject to screening for appropriate assessment to ensure there will be no significant negative impact on Natura 2000 sites.  Taken together, adherence to this required approach will ensure no cumulative impacts will arise from these plans. 

SECTION 5
CONCLUSIONS     

This screening report has evaluated the recommended changes to the proposed Material Alterations arising from the Manager’s Report on submissions to the draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan to determine whether or not significant negative impacts on Natura 2000 sites are likely to arise by virtue of the inclusion of the recommended changes.   The report finds that the changes have been formulated to ensure that developments and effects arising from them, either individually or in combination with other plans and projects, shall not give rise to effects on the integrity of any Natura 2000 site.

The Appropriate Assessment procedure is therefore concluded at this Screening Stage and a detailed (Stage 2) Appropriate Assessment is not required.
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