COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 10th March 2014
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody, A-M.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M.
	Ó Broin, E.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	D. McLoughlin 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, L. Maxwell, B. Coman, 

F. Nevin, T. Walsh, E. Taaffe

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy, M. Maguire, H. Hogan, J. Quinlivan

	County Architect 
	E. Conroy

	Senior Architect
	P. De Roe 

	Head of Internal Audit
	N. Comerford 

	Senior Engineer 
	J. McLoughlin

	Senior Executive Engineer
	J. O’Connor

	A/Executive Engineer 
	G. De Luca 

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, M. Kelly, E. Leech

	A/Administrative Officers 
	B. Martin

	A/Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	R. Herron


The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, presided.
H1/0314
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 10th February 2014, which had been circulated were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor C. King.
At this point the Mayor Councillor D. Looney proposed and the Members AGREED to vary the sequence of items on the agenda in order to take Headed Item no. 13 (H13) next:

H13/0314
AUDIT COMMITTEE 2013 ANNUAL REPORT  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. T. Stone, Chairperson of the Audit Committee, and was CONSIDERED:


“Chairman’s Report

This is the fifth and final annual report of the current audit committee, to the elected members of South Dublin County Council.  The committee’s role is advisory and provides an independent review of the control framework, internal audit function and the financial reporting process within the Organisation.  Our aim over the last five years was to contribute to enhancing the corporate governance structure in place in South Dublin Council. This report reflects the work programme undertaken by the committee during 2013.

The committee met on four occasions on the following dates to execute its work programme:

· 13th March

· 12th June

· 2nd October

· 4th December


Internal Audit

The annual audit plan as presented by the Head of Internal Audit, as approved by the County Manager, was endorsed by the audit committee at its meeting on the 12th June.  

Audit reports were presented to the committee at its meetings and key issues identified in the reports were discussed with particular emphasis on actions taken by management to mitigate risks identified and to strengthen the control 
environment.  At each meeting the Head of Internal audit presented a progress report on the implementation of the plan.

An on-line tracking system for monitoring implementation of agreed actions for all audit reports is in place and progress reports on actions taken are a standing item on the committee’s agenda at its quarterly meetings.  These reports are monitored by the committee until all actions have been fully implemented.   

Local Government Auditor’s Report (Annual Financial Statement 2011)

The Local Government Auditor presented his report in respect of the 2011 AFS to the March meeting of the committee. The committee noted the auditor’s comments on the overall financial performance, capital account and summary of major revenue collections. Discussions took place in the areas of commercial rates, old capital balances and development levies.

The Local Government Auditor also presented details in relation to the 11 audit issues Identified and brought to Management’s attention. The committee arranged for a progress report from management on the issues raised to be presented as a standing item on the committee’s agenda.
Local Government Auditor’s Report (Annual Financial Statement 2012)

The Local Government Auditor presented his report on the Annual Financial Statement 2012 to the December meeting of the Committee. Following his presentation a discussion took place in relation to the following:

· Treatment of affordable housing in capital balances

· Remedial costs at Kill land fill site

· Boherboy project

· Capital balances

· Irish Water

The Local Government Auditor also presented details in relation to the audit issues identified and brought to Management’s attention.  The committee continue to monitor progress by management in relation to these issues and noted that some issues are reoccurring from year to year.
Risk Management

During 2013 the committee continued to receive regular briefings from Management in relation to risk management which had been identified by the committee as a priority area for their work programme.  

At the June meeting of the Committee, the Director of Corporate, HR and Libraries presented a report to the committee on risk management in relation to the main areas of operation within the Corporate Services Unit.

Conclusion

The Committee is of the opinion that its work programme during 2013 complied with the requirements of the functions of the Audit Committee.

The Committee did not become aware from its own work and had not been advised by Management of any materially adverse instances occurring in the financial and operational management of Council activities.

On behalf of the Committee I wish to thank the Manager and his staff for their cooperation and support during the year.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the Audit Committee for their commitment and work over the last five years.

I wish the Manager, his staff and the elected members every success with the challenges that lie ahead.

The current Audit Committee was established by resolution of the Council on the 9th November, 2009.  The Committee consists of seven members, four external and 
three elected members as follows:

External Members:

Mr. Thomas Stone, Secretary & Financial Controller, Institute of Technology Tallaght (Chair)

Mr. Gerry Lynch, FCA, MBA, (Former) Director of Finance, Adelaide & Meath Hospital incorporating the National Children’s Hospital

Mr. Gerry O’Reilly, Newmarket Partnership (Nominee of South Dublin Chamber of Commerce)

Mr. Peter Byrne, CEO South Dublin Chamber of Commerce


Councillors:


Cllr. Guss O’ Connell


Cllr. John Lahart

Cllr. Emma Coburn


Schedule of attendance at Committee meetings in 2013:
	Elected Members
	March 
	June 
	October 
	December

	Cllr. Guss O’ Connell
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Yes

	Cllr. John Lahart
	Apologies
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Cllr. Emma Coburn
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	
	
	
	
	

	External Members
	March
	June
	October
	December

	Mr. Thomas Stone
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Mr. Gerry Lynch
	Apologies
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Mr. Gerry O’Reilly
	Apologies
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Mr. Peter Byrne
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes”


End of report to Council
Following presentation of the report Councillor D. Looney expressed his thanks to Mr. Stone for his work and the work of the Committee.

Mr. D. McLoughlin, County Manager, also extended his thanks to Mr. Stone and the other members of Committee for their work over the past five years.  

Councillors G. O’Connell and J. Lahart joined with the Manager in acknowledging the work and the level of commitment of the members of the Audit Committee, and also the work of Ms N. Comerford, Head of the council’s Internal Audit and Efficiency Unit and the council staff involved.
The report was NOTED.
H2a)/0314   
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 11th FEBRUARY 2014 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b)/0314
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES – CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE – 19th FEBRUARY 2014 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Arts Grants

Applications for Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received
	Amount

	Agf808
	Ronanstown CDP
	Grant towards the cost of a drama project for Diversity 55 – an active aging group
	7/02/2014
	€1,000

	Agf809
	Clondalkin Art Group
	Grant towards the cost of art classes for an active aging group.
	10/2/2014
	€480


It was proposed by Councillor E. Ó’Broin and seconded by Councillor G. Kenny:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the forgoing report.”  

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny and RESOLVED: 
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee – 19th February 2014 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2c)/0314
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES -  JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 24th FEBRUARY 2014 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, (1 REPORT - CLEANSING), PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
(i)  Community Report:
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:

”Application for Grants
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council's Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

“Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003 has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	Agf806
	GANGS BAND – Daniel Halpin 
	Grant towards the cost of an amplifier
	16/12/2013
	€500

	Agf804
	I Mandala – Indian Drama Project
	Grant towards the cost of a drama production in the civic in June
	28/1/2014
	€1,100

	Agf803
	Denise and Nicholas Pawelczyk
	Towards the cost of her first book of poems and a cd      
	14/1/2014
	€300

	Agf805
	Panache McGuckin – Talented Kids
	Towards the cost of representing Ireland at World Championships of Performing Arts in Los Angeles
	12/12/2013
	€300

	AGF807
	Eileen Casey
	Towards an anthology of prose pieces published previously in Ireland's Own
	9/1/2014
	€350


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grant recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:  
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) – 24th February 2014 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
(ii)  Environment Report:

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Environment, Water and Climate Change, and was CONSIDERED:
“It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee opposes any privatisation or outsourcing of the Environment Services Department cleansing operations and calls on the Manager to retain these services within the Councils own resources. “
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ: 

“The Council currently has a road sweeping contract in place with Oxigen Environmental Ltd and through this contract all roads, streets, housing estates and industrial estates in the County are cleaned at a frequency and to a standard as determined by the Council. This service is due to be put out to tender again in the coming months and this will provide an opportunity to review the service which is provided under the terms of that contract and an opportunity to identify ways to improve it. 

With regard to the cleaning services provided by the Council's own staff the Environmental Services Dept is currently finalising it's work programme for 2014. This programme will provide an enhanced cleaning and litter bin collection service in the County's towns and villages, as provided for in the budget for the current year. The programme aims to identify all work tasks to be undertaken and identify the location, frequency and quality standard of the service to be delivered.

The provision of these services will be monitored closely by management and supervisory staff and it is intended that work done will be measured against a set of standards being developed that will be applied to all work done by both Council staff and the private contractor. The programme, once finalised and arrangements put in place, will be published through the Council's "Your Area's Maintenance Schedule" facility.”

Having regard to the subject matter and in accordance with Standing Order No. 13 it was AGREED with the consent of the Members to vary the sequence of business and to take Motion No. 3 (M3) in tandem with this item:
M3/0314
LITTER MANAGEMENT 



It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy:
“That this Council calls on the Manager to commence an examination of the feasibility of the use of private contractors to augment the Council's litter management, cleansing and bin emptying service, with a particular view to seek to increase the capacity, frequency and effectiveness of service provision in specific areas.”


REPORT:
“The Council currently has a road sweeping contract in place with Oxigen Environmental Ltd and through this contract all roads, streets, housing estates and industrial estates in the County are cleaned at a frequency and to a standard as determined by the Council. This service is due to be put out to tender again in the coming months and this 
will provide an opportunity to review the service which is provided under the terms of that contract and an opportunity to identify ways to improve it. 

With regard to the cleaning services provided by the Council's own staff, the Environmental Services Dept is currently finalising it's work programme for 2014 This programme will provide an enhanced cleaning and litter bin collection service in the County's towns and villages, as provided for in the budget for the current year. The programme aims to identify all work tasks to be undertaken and identify the location, frequency and quality standard of the service to be delivered.

The provision of these services will be monitored closely by management and supervisory staff and it is intended that work done will be measured against a set of standards being developed that will be applied to all work done by both Council staff and the private contractor. The programme, once finalised and arrangements put in place, will be published through the Council's "Your Area's Maintenance Schedule" facility.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Hannon, M. Duff, C. King, C. Brophy, C. Bond, M. Devine, G. Kenny, who requested Councillor Lavelle to withdraw his motion, E. Ó Broin, P. Kearns, G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy, J. Lahart, P. Cosgrave and D. Looney.
The County Manager Mr. D. McLoughlin responded to the Members comments.
Councillor Lavelle thanked the Members for the wholesome debate, stated that he stood by the motion and informed Councillor Kenny that he would not be withdrawing the motion.
The Mayor called for and the Members AGREED to, a show of hands vote on Motion No. 3 (M3), the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

6 (SIX)

AGAINST:   14 (FOURTEEN)

ABSTAIN:
2 (TWO)

The motion was LOST.

The Mayor then called for and the Members AGREED to, a show of hands vote on Headed Item No. H2c) (ii), the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

14 (FOURTEEN)

AGAINST:      4 (FOUR)

ABSTAIN:
  4 (FOUR)

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) – 24th February 2014 - Environment Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2d)/0314
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 25th FEBRUARY 2014  - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H3/0314 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4a)/0314 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) SPC
(i) Report of Meeting 5th February 2014
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Development and the Metropolitan Interest, and was CONSIDERED:

“Attended

	Cllr G O’Connell
	Cllr M Devine

	Cllr  P Kearns
	Mr. D Anderson

	Cllr E Tuffy
	Cllr M Corr

	Cllr C King
	Cllr C Brophy

	Cllr E Coburn
	



Officials present:


Mr. F Nevin, Director of Services


Mr. C Ryan, Senior Planner


Ms E Colgan – Senior Staff Officer


Ms B Clifford – T/ Staff Officer


Apologies:  Mr. N Durkan, Mr. S Giblin, Mr. G Robinson, 

	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC held on 6th November 2013 were proposed by Cllr P Kearns and seconded by Cllr G O’Connell and agreed.

	Headed Item 2  -   Report of SPC Working Group – 21st January 2014

C Ryan presented the report and the report was noted.

	

	

	

	Headed Item 3 –  Updated draft template for Work Programme

F Nevin presented the report setting out the work programme based on the economic strategy and the 2014 budgetary provisions. Following contributions from Cllrs Corr, Tuffy, Brophy, O’Connell, and Kearns the report was noted. 

	Headed Item 4 -  Work Programme 2014

Following further discussion it was agreed that the programme template would form the monthly report to CPG on economic development in the County.  

	Headed Item 5 -  Update on Signage Tender

C Ryan presented the report.  Contributions followed from Cllrs Corr, Tuffy, Brophy, O’Connell, & Kearns.  F Nevin responded to issues raised and the report was noted.

	Headed Item 6 -  Wind Energy Guidelines

C Ryan presented the report.

	Headed Item 7 -  AOB

A contribution followed from Mr D Anderson concerning issues regarding litter, road maintenance, commonage grazing and cattle grids in his community area in the Dublin Hills and sought support for these matters.  F. Nevin responded to issues raised and noted same.

Meeting concluded at  6.35pm”


The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 6th November 2013
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Development and the Metropolitan Interest, and was CONSIDERED:

“Attended

	Cllr G O’Connell
	Cllr C Brophy

	Cllr P Kearns
	Cllr C Bond

	Cllr C King
	Cllr  E Coburn



Officials present:


Mr. F Nevin, Director of Services


Ms S Duff – Senior Executive Planner


Ms A Carroll, South Dublin Chamber


Ms E. Colgan – Senior Staff Officer


Ms M Heffernan – Assistant Staff Officer


Apologies:  Mr. N Durkan, Mr. S Giblin, Cllr E Tuffy, Cllr M Devine, Cllr W Lavelle, Mr. G 
Robinson

	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC held on 4th September 2013 were proposed by Cllr P Kearns and seconded by Cllr E Coburn and agreed.

	Headed Item 2  -   Report from Working Group

F Nevin presented the report.

	

	

	

	Headed Item 3 –  Actions from Working Group

(a) Country & Local Village marketing

(b) Strategic Sites

(c) Potential for County profiling

F Nevin presented reports a & b. Contributions followed from Cllrs Brophy, & Kearns to which FN and A Carroll responded and the report was noted.  

Ms A Carroll presented report c and this report was noted. 

	Headed Item 4 -  Update on current projects including

(a) The Square

(b) Dodder Valley  

FN presented report and report was noted.  

	Headed Item 5 -  AOB 

It was agreed to circulate a proposal for a half day Working Group meeting to take place on Tuesday 21st January 2014 from 3.30pm to 6.30pm. 

Meeting concluded at  6.15pm”


The minutes were NOTED.

H4b)/0314   STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ARTS, CULTURE. GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES SPC
(i) Report of Meeting 11th February 2014
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
“Members:
Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr M Devine

Cllr M Duff

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr G O'Connell

Ronan Leydon 

Officials: 

Philip Murphy, Director of Service

Ian Stobbart, A/County Librarian

Kieran Swords, Senior Executive Librarian
Aoileann Ní Dhonnacha, Oifigeach Gaeilge. 

Item 1        Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 12th November 
2013 
At the commencement of the meeting the Chair Cllr Cosgrave welcomed Mr. Ronan Leydon to his first meeting of the Committee. 

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee, which was held on 12th November 2013, were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Duff. 
Item 2        Report on Seachtain na Gaeilge 2014  

The Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Aoileann Ni Dhonnacha, Oifigeach Gaeilge to the meeting. 

Ms. Ni Dhonnacha made a presentation on the forthcoming celebration of our National day and highlighted the progress made over the years in the County with the Festival and reminded Members of the scale of growth that had taken place and the huge increase in the number of organisations that now took part in the celebrations. The Report which made reference to: 

· The success of the festival 

· The recognition of the brand: Snagact 

· Extensive series of events scheduled – over 130 

· Increased participation by organisations 

· Number of new organisations taking part for first time 

· Highlights including Tour of Baldonnel Airport and events in County Hall and Aras 
Chronain 

· Most events free of charge 

· Official Launch by Mayor on 18th February 2014  

Mr. Murphy asked Members to particularly note that the Council will again be taking part 
in the Greening of Buildings Initiative this year to mark our National Day and that an invitation to all events was extended to all Members. 

Cllrs Cosgrave and Duff raised a number of points relating to the presentation and congratulated the team on their efforts.  

Item 3        Report on new Design Approach to Branch Libraries 
The Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Ian Stobbart, A/County Librarian to the meeting. 

Mr. Murphy introduced the background to this report which was a follow on from the adoption last year of the Library Development Programme and how the strategic 
concepts outlined in that policy document were further developed. In particular.  Mr. Murphy highlighted how the approach was being crystallised into the design of the new branch library at Rowlagh Village in North Clondalkin. Mr. Stobbart then 
introduced the report, which focussed on: 

· Current thinking in library building design 

· Approach to designing a 21st Century building 

· Focus on four main themes 

· Learning Spaces 

· Inspirational Spaces 

· Meeting spaces 

· Performing spaces 

· The importance of the arrival space and the 'welcoming' approach 

· Flexibility was the key overarching principle 

Mr. Stobbart with the aid of a presentation then explained how these principles had been adopted to fit the design of the current proposal for a branch library in Rowlagh. 

Cllrs Cosgrave, Duff, Hannon and Devine and Mr. Leydon  raised a number of queries regarding the report and presentation and Mr. Murphy and Mr. Stobbart responded. 

Item 4        Report on 'Our Heroes' research project and website 

The Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Kieran Swords, Senior Executive 
Librarian to the meeting. 

Mr. Murphy introduced the report and highlighted the work of the Library Service on the Decade of Commemoration Project highlighted that the research on this subject matter was unique and highly valuable to the extent that access to the material was being sought by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and the National Museum. Mr. Swords then summarised the report and highlighted the following: 

· Continues the work of the Local Studies Team on Decade of Commemoration 

· Extracted from 'Irish Life' periodical and 'Our Heroes' supplement 

· Some 1,600 individuals were mentioned in the publications 

· Uniquely there is a photographic record associated with personal data 

· Website being developed which will hold data 

· Information is not available anywhere else on web 

· Information of significant local interest 

· Website will have facility for further relevant information to be uploaded to 
collection 

Cllrs Cosgrave, Devine and Hannon raised a number of queries regarding the report and Mr. Murphy and Mr. Swords responded.

Item 5        Filling of vacancy on Board of Rua Red 
Mr. Murphy reported that South Dublin Community Forum have written to the Council nominating Mr. Ronan Leydon to represent them on the Board of Rua Red and that the matter is now before the Committee for formal recommendation. 

On the proposal of Cllr. Cosgrave seconded by Cllr Duff it was AGREED to recommend to the Council that Mr. Ronan Leydon be appointed to the Board of Rua Red. 

Mr Murphy informed the Committee that their recommendation would be listed on the agenda for the March meeting of the Council.

Item 6        AOB 
There was no business under this heading. 
The meeting concluded at 6.45pm.”
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 12th November 2013
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms L. Maxwell, Director of Corporate Performance and Change Management, and was CONSIDERED:
“Members:
Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr M Devine

Cllr A M Dermody

Cllr M Duff

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr E Walsh 

Apologies 

Cllr C Jones

Cllr G O'Connell 

Officials: 

Philip Murphy, Director of Service

Kieran Swords, Senior Executive Librarian 
Item 1        Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 10th September 
2013 
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee, which was held on 10th September 2013, were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Dermody

 
Item 2        Report on Library Service on potential options for1916 Commemoration  

The Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Mr. Kieran Swords, Senior executive Librarian to the meeting. 
Mr. Murphy outlined the progress made to date with this item and reminded Members that they had agreed to consider the parameters for considering issues such as budget options, suitability of locations and alternative artistic commissions. Mr. Murphy also indicated that it was agreed that the Library Service would prepare a report on the context for the celebration of the centenary and that this report would be presented to today's meeting of the Committee. He then introduced Mr Swords to the meeting and asked him to summarise the report the Report which made reference to: 

· Source digital archive and the Decade of Commemoration 

· Bureau of Military History Finding Aid 

· Irish Life and Lore 1916 collection 

· Riots, rifles and rebels schools Pack 

· Pearse books digitisation 

· Library exhibitions and publications 

· Google Cultural Institute 

· Connecting to the Past and Heritage Walks apps 
Cllrs Cosgrave, Duff, Hannon, Walsh and Dermody raised a number of points relating to the report and outlined a number of suggestions for further research and development.  Mr. Swords and Mr. Murphy responded. 

It was AGREED that further research would be carried out in time for the next meeting of the Committee and that this would enable the Committee to set parameters for considering issues and developing a strategic policy approach.
Item 3        Report on Schools Library Service 
Mr. Murphy introduced the background to this report which had arisen following the initial consideration of a motion to the Council which was referred to the Committee for consideration. It was agreed that a detailed report on the work of the Schools Library Service 
would be presented today. Mr. Swords then made a detailed presentation on the work undertaken through the Schools Library Service, which focussed on: 

· Branch Library services to schools 

· The work of the Mobile Library service 

· Children's Services Team school programmes 

· Bedtime Reading Clubs 

· The award winning Ready2Read Programme 

· CLOVER Project 

· E-book initiatives, and 

· Range of school based services 

Cllrs Cosgrave and Hannon raised a number of queries regarding the presentation and Mr. Murphy and Mr. Swords responded.

Item 3        AOB 

There was no business under this heading. 

The meeting concluded at 6.45pm.”
The minutes were NOTED.

H4c)/0314
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - SPORTS, RECREATION, 
COMMUNITY & PARKS SPC
(i) Report of Meeting 19th February 2014
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:
 

“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr C. King
	D. McLoughlin County Manager

	Cllr M. Duff
	B. Coman Director of Housing & Community 

	Cllr  D. Looney
	T. Walsh Director of Roads & Water Services

	Cllr. P. Cosgrave
	J. Quinlivan Director of Environmental Service

	Cllr. E. Higgins
	W. Sheils S.E.O. Community Dept

	Cllr.  G. Kenny
	A. Silke  Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	P. Swayne Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr E  O Broin
	J. Morrissey  A/Senior Community Officer

	Cllr. C. Brophy
	T. McDermott Sports Partnership Coordinator

	Cllr. E. Tuffy
	E. Leech Administrative Officer

	C. Johnston
	M. Pierce A/Staff Officer

	S. Reid
	J. Costello Chief Executive GAA County Board

	C. McCartney
	K. O’Shaughnessy Strategic Programme Manager  GAA

	
	G. O Connor Games Manager Dublin County Board  


1) Minutes  of  previous meeting held on 13th November 2014

· Proposed: C. King

· Seconded E.  Higgins

2) Matters Arising: None

3) C. King welcomed John Costello Chief Executive Dublin County Board, Ger O Connor, and Kevin O Shaughnessy Dublin County Board who proceeded to give a detailed presentation outlining work of County Board in South Dublin Area. A discussion ensued regarding aspects of presentation, to which GAA officials responded.   All commended presentation and work being done by the County Board.   B. Coman concurred welcoming the attendance of GAA Officials at Sports SPC.

4) A Civic Reception and presentation was then hosted by Mayor Dermot Looney for:  

· Ballyboden St. Enda’s , GAA Club  winners of the Dublin County Senior Club Hurling Championship 2013,Dublin County Minor Hurling Championship and Dublin Senior Camoige Championship  2013 

· Lucan Sarsfields , GAA Club, runners up Dublin County Senior Club Hurling Championship 2013

· Thomas Davis GAA Club winners of the Under 21 Hurling Championship Final and runners up in the All-Ireland intermediate ladies’ club football championship final. 

· Dublin Senior Ladies Football Team   Dublin Senior Football Team and Dublin Senior Hurling Team.


Meeting concluded at 7pm”

The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting 13th November 2013
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:
“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr C.  King
	B. Coman Director of Housing & Community 

	Cllr M. Duff
	W. Sheils S.E.O. Community Dept.

	Cllr.  G. Kenny
	D. Walsh Senior Community Officer

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	J. Morrissey  A/Senior Community Officer

	Cllr  D. Looney
	M. Hannon Senior Executive  Parks Superintendent

	Cllr. P. Cosgrave
	A. Silke  Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr. E. Higgins
	

	Cllr  T. Ridge
	

	Cllr E  O Broin
	

	S. Reid
	

	J. Coughlan
	


5) Minutes   of  previous meeting held on 18th September 2013

· Proposed:  C. King

· Seconded:  M. Duff

6) Matters Arising: None

7)  M. Hannon Senior Executive Parks Superintendent gave updated report on the 
TASC pavilion Tymon Park   highlighting the key objective of the proposed TASC 
pavilion 
project which is to provide a sporting facility which will encourage more 
young people 
from the area to engage in sporting activity. Cllrs M. Duff, C. King & D. Looney 
commended all on work to date.
8)   W.  Sheils gave a detailed report on SportsNation Initative. This combined 
Irish Public Bodies (IPB) Insurance/Department of Transport initiative was announced by 
Minister of State for Tourism, Mr. Michael Ring in September. W. Sheils detailed 
primary 
project and the 2 reserve projects which have been submitted by this Council. A 
discussion 
ensued to which Cllrs Higgins, Ridge, O’Broin and King contributed.

9) A. Silke outlined details of creating a panel from which SportsTutors can be 
selected, as the need arises. All commended such a great initiative and a discussion 
ensued regarding the advertisement of the Tutors. Members were reassured that all 
National Governing Bodies of Sport were made aware of this opportunity in addition to this 
advertisements were placed in Local Papers.

10) D. Walsh gave a detailed  presentation on Halloween 2013 outlining all community  
based  events  that  took place  with  financial  assistance  from this  Council.  A  
discussion ensued regarding aspects of Halloween and arrangements for 
2014. As a result 
of the discussion, a Halloween sub group has been formed to investigate the 
opportunities to focus on the positive side to Halloween and to build on initiatives 
from previous years. for all members of the Community for 2014. Sub committee 
consists of Cllrs C. King, G. Kenny, E O 
Broin, E. Higgins and D. Looney. This sub 
committee are to meet before the next Sports SPC.


Meeting concluded  at 7.00p.m.”
The minutes were NOTED.

H4d)/0314
 STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - TRANSPORTATION  SPC
(i) Report of Meeting 20th February 2014
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“Present:
Elected Members:

Councillor C. Brophy

Councillor E. Coburn

Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor A.M. Dermody

Councillor E. Higgins

Councillor C. Jones

Councillor J. Lahart

Councillor W. Lavelle

Councillor E. Tuffy 

Council Officials: 
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer

Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer

Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner

Ms C. Malone, Staff Officer

Non Elected Members:

Mr. T Newton, Ms B. Tyrrell Collard, Ms M. Forsythe

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor T. Ridge, and Mr. M. Moran.

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Brophy presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. C. Brophy, seconded by Cllr. E. Coburn, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 21st November 2013 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2.
NTA Presentation - Bus Rapid Transit
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Colm Brophy welcomed the NTA, represented by Mr. D. King, Head of Public Transport Investment, and Mr. Hugh Creegan, Director of Transport Investment and Taxi Regulation. 
Mr. King gave a presentation on the proposed development of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in the Dublin area.  The presentation addressed Bus Rapid Transit which is a transport option that occupies the capacity between conventional buses and light rail.  It is anticipated that it will provide increased capacity, frequency and enhanced service on certain key 
routes i.e.: Swords to City Centre; Blanchardstown to UCD; Clongriffin to Tallaght. 
Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, and C. Brophy and from Mr. T. Newton, Ms B. Tyrrell Collard and Ms M. Forsythe; the queries raised were responded to by Mr. D. King and the report was NOTED.
3. Pay & Display Parking Review
Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, and Mr. A. O’ Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer, presented the report.
The presentation addressed the review of Pay and Display Parking.
Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  Following contributions from Councillors C. Brophy, E. Higgins, P. Cosgrave, W. Lavelle, E. Tuffy, C. Jones and from Ms B. Tyrrell Collard the queries raised were responded to by Mr. A. O’Mullane, Mr. J. McLoughlin and Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation. 
Following consideration of the report it was proposed by Cllr C. Brophy, seconded by Cllr. P. Cosgrave that Option 1 in the report be AGREED ie: to provide a 30 minute grace period for all vehicles on arrival in a pay and display parking location operated by the Council, excluding residential areas, prior to being required to have purchased a pay and display parking ticket and that Option 1 be presented to the March meeting of the County Council for adoption. It was also AGREED that this 30 minute grace period would be reviewed after six months in operation.  

4.   A.O.B.
Ms M. Forsythe, gave a verbal presentation on:
European Cyclists Federation (ECF) AGM - AGM in Dublin from 24-27 April.  There will be a Workshop on Thursday afternoon 24 April 2014 targeted at Local Authority personnel, both councillors and staff. 

European City Cycling Challenge May 2014 - cycling competition to see which council can track the most cycling miles during the month of May 2014. 
Councillor C. Brophy thanked Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation, for her contributions to the Transportation SPC and wished her well in her new post. 
The meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m.”
A discussion followed with regard to the Pay & Display Parking Review contained within the Report, with a contribution from Councillor C. Brophy who as Chairperson of the Transportation SPC commended the report to the Council. 

Councillors J. Lahart, W. Lavelle, C. Jones, G. O’Connell, M. Duff, C. King and P. Cosgrave also contributed to the discussion.

Director of Services Mr. E. Taaffe responded to the Members queries, stating that the measure will take some weeks to get up and running, and that any ongoing changes required can be dealt with at Area Committee level.  

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and AGREED:

“That the Council provide a 30 minute grace period for all vehicles on arrival in a pay and display parking location operated by the Council, excluding residential areas, prior to being required to have purchased a pay and display parking ticket and that this 30 minute grace period would be reviewed after six months in operation.” 

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 21st November 2013
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“Present:
 Elected Members:
Councillor C. Brophy

Councillor E. Coburn

Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor A.M. Dermody

Councillor E. Higgins

Councillor J. Lahart

Councillor W. Lavelle

Councillor T. Ridge

Councillor E. Tuffy 

Council Officials: 
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer
Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner

Ms C. Malone, Staff Officer

Non Elected
Mr. T Newton

Members:


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor C. Jones, Ms B. Tyrell Collard and Mr. M. Moran.

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Brophy presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. E. Higgins, seconded by Cllr. P. Cosgrave, the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 5th September 2013 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.
2. DMURS PRESENTATION.

Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner presented the report.

The presentation addressed the importance of an integrated approach to the design of urban streets in cities, towns, suburbs, and villages with a view to achieving a better balance between all modes of transport, roads users and pedestrians.
Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions  from   Councillors J. Lahart, W. Lavelle, C. Brophy and Mr. T. Newton in relation to: proliferation  of road signage; need for secure indoor parking and parking for cyclists to be integrated into planning; need for high levels of public transport accessibility; potential for conflict of permeability schemes with needs of existing (pre-LAP) residential areas; the queries raised were responded to by Mr. P. Hogan and the report was NOTED.
3. Parking Review

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer presented the report.

The presentation addressed the review of Parking Bye-Laws.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, E. Higgins, J. Lahart, W. Lavelle and C. Brophy in relation to: importance of identical tariffs in parking areas; issues with 10 minute grace period; usefulness of the statistical information contained within the report; paid parking should be used to control parking not a means of generating revenue; importance of review of bye-laws to address many of the issues raised with Councillors; significance of the calculation of the economic value of each parking space; need to control paid parking to ensure it equalizes competition in various areas; extension of grace period (but not open-ended). 
Cllr Brophy requested that the 10 minute parking grace period be extended to 30 minutes on a trial basis for 12 months, as this would act as an enhancement to the local economy.  He requested that a review of the extended grace period be carried out after 12 months.
Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, and Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
4. A.O.B.
No business

The meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m
 _______________                              _______________
Councillor C. Brophy                             Date
Cathaoirleach”
The minutes were NOTED.

EM1/0314
EMERGENCY MOTION
In accordance with the provisions of Section 15 (5) of Standing Orders the Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, proposed and the Members AGREED to deal with an Emergency Motion in the names of Councillors M. Corr, M. Duff, P. Kearns, C. Bond, J. Lahart, P. Cosgrave, E. Ó Broin, M. Devine, G. Kenny, J. Hannon, E. Walsh, E. Tuffy, C. King, B. Bonner, G. O’Connell, T. Delaney, C. Brophy and D. Looney.  

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff:
“That the Manager gives this Council a personal commitment to retain or increase resources to the RAPID areas of South Dublin in keeping with South Dublin County Council’s duty and continued dedication to tackling disadvantage and addressing inequality within our county.”

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor Corr.
Mr. D. McLoughlin, County Manager stated that he could not deal with a staff issue as part of Council business. Councillor Corr said that while she acknowledged that the elected Members have no role in Human Resources matters, in this instance it was in relation to a matter which will have an impact on services.

The Manager stated that services will be delivered as provided for in the Budget for 2014 adopted by the Members.

The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, called for a show of hands vote the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

 SIXTEEN (16)
AGAINST:
 NONE (0)
ABSTAIN:
 TWO (2)
The Emergency Motion was PASSED.

EM2/0314
EMERGENCY MOTION

In accordance with the provisions of Section 15 (5) of Standing Orders the Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, proposed and the Members AGREED to deal with an Emergency Motion in the names of Councillors D. Looney, C. Bond, P.Cosgrave, E. Ó Broin, M. Devine, G. Kenny, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, E. Walsh, J. Lahart, G. O’Connell, B. Bonner, C. King and E. Tuffy.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. Bond and MOVED without debate:
“That this council calls on Dublin City Council to suspend its review of ambulance services in the Dublin region pending the outcome of the national capacity review announced by the HSE on February 25th.  This Council further notes the excellent ambulance service provided in the Dublin region by Dublin Fire Brigade over many years.”
H4e)/0314
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - HOUSING & SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT SPC
(i) Report of Meeting 24th February 2014
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:


“PRESENT:


Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr. T. Gilligan
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	M. Maguire
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	Representatives
	

	Cllr. E. O’Broin
	
	

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	
	

	Cllr C. King
	Betty-Tyrrell-Collard 
	ICTU Representative

	Foluke Oladosu        South Dublin Community Platform

	Ms. Michelle Norris, Chair, Housing Finance Agency 

Mr. B. O’Leary, C.E.O., Housing Finance Agency

	

	Apologies

	Councillor D. Looney

	John Murphy, Agriculture / Farming

	The meeting was chaired by Councillor M. Corr


H-I(1)
MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 25th November 2013 were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  

There were no matters arising.

H-I(3)
PRESENTATION REGARDING LOANS FOR HOUSING SUPPLY

Mr. B. Coman, introduced Ms. Michelle Norris, Chair, Housing Finance Agency and Mr. B. O’Leary, C.E.O., Housing Finance Agency, to the Committee. 

They delivered an informative presentation to the meeting.

Ms Norris outlined a background to the H.F.A. with focus on the following:

· Established in 1986 offering loans to Local Authorities and Associated Housing Bodies at the best rates.   

· Historical background to financing of social housing

· Change in funding mechanism from 2008/2009 whereby Local Authority cannot borrow for acquisition or building of units, however, is in a position whereby it can provide housing through RAS or Leasing.  

The H.F.A. can provide Approved Housing Associations with loans that they can borrow for the acquisition of land and the construction of housing units.  It receives an interest free loan from the DECLG for deposit – CALF Funding.  An annual subsidy is payable to them from the Department as units are made available for social use i.e. P.A.A .  

Mr. O’Leary outlined the lending criteria used in their three step process based on past, current and future operation of the A.H.B.  

There have been:

· Certified Body applications – 21 received, 6 approved to date, 3 in progress and 12 rejected. 

· Loan Applications - 40 loan received, 26 approved, 8 pending and 6 withdrawn.

· New products include “Fixed Rate Loans”, “New Build” and “Mortgage to Rent” facilities

· New applications from A.H.B.’s for Homeless.

The future holds some new challenges, including:

· Big rise in Mortgage to Rent cases 

·  Regulation for the AHB sector, 

· Local Authority may set up A.H.B.’s and access funding from the E.I.B.

· New entrants from the U.K into the market.

· Establishment of Special Purpose Vehicles where borrowings will be  off the national balance sheet

Following contributions from Councillors C. King, E. O’Broin and M. Corr, who raised the issue of the Homeless, Mr. B. O’Leary, Ms. M. Norris and Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised and it was AGREED to discuss further at a meeting of all interested members, to be agreed at a later date. 

Councillor Corr and Mr. Coman thanked Ms Norris and Mr O’Leary for their presentations.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
SDCC HOUSING ALLOCATIONS SCHEME

 The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:


“Housing Allocations Scheme SDCC 2011


Housing Need

You can apply for Local Authority (social) Housing if you meet certain conditions of eligibility and need, including income limits.  The income limits vary depending on the local authority area in which you wish to be housed and the number of people living with you. Income of all the members of your household is taken into account, after income tax, PRSI and USC have been deducted.  Details of how to calculate what is assessed as income can be found in the Household Means Policy. In assessing your application, the Local Authority will look at your household size, household income, your present accommodation, the condition of that accommodation, and any special circumstances including age, disability, medical circumstances etc.  If you are allocated social housing, the rent will be related to your ability to pay.

To be eligible to apply for social housing, you must have a long-term right to live in Ireland. Circular Housing 41/2012 on Access to Social Housing Support for non-Irish nationals sets out the current guidance in this area. 

Homes are allocated in accordance with each Council’s Allocation Scheme. These schemes provide a means of Prioritising applicants for Council housing. 
Allocations Scheme as is in operation is in accordance with Section 22 Housing Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2009.

Section 22 (9) states “A housing authority may from time to time review its allocation scheme and, as it considers necessary and appropriate, amend the scheme or make a new scheme.”

Social Housing Allocation Regulations 2011 also refer.

The Guidance for Housing Authorities dated March 2011 was issued outlining Assessment Eligibility and Need for Social Housing Supports implementing Sections 20 and 21 of the 2009 Housing Act.

The purpose of this Allocations Scheme is to provide a means of determining the order of priority to be afforded in the allocation of social housing support to persons whose need for accommodation has been assessed in accordance with Section 20 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 as being qualified for social housing support and to provide for the determining the order of priority for households who have applied for transfer to another dwelling and for incremental purchase.

Social housing support includes Council owned dwellings; Council leased dwellings, rental accommodation availability agreement dwellings (RAS) and dwellings owned by Approved Housing Bodies to whom assistance is given under section 6 of the Act of 1992 for the purposes of such provision.

SDCC Allocations Scheme

The SDCC Allocations Scheme adopted by Council at its meeting held on 13th June 2011. Adopted Scheme attached.
Assessment and eligibility criteria are covered in regulations and guidance issued by the Minister with responsibility for Housing.

The following considerations will apply where applications are received by the Council for inclusion in the assessment of housing needs.  Assessment and eligibility criteria are covered in Regulations and are subject to change from time to time

1.    Applicants must reside in the functional area of South Dublin County Council.  Applicants residing outside the functional area of the Council may be included to such extent that (a) they have a local connection to the functional area or (b) at the Council’s discretion

(a)   Local Area Connection
·       Member of household has resided for a continuous five year period at any time in the area or

·       Employment of any member of household is in the area or is located within 15 kilometres of the area or

·       A household member is in full-time education in any university, college, school or other education establishment in the area or

·       A household member with enduring physical, sensory, mental health or intellectual impairment is attending a related educational or medical establishment in the area

·       A relative of any household member lives in the area and has lived here for a minimum of two years

(b)  Council Discretion
·       Applicants who are accepted under Council’s discretion cannot indicate Areas of Choice outside of the Council’s functional area

2.  Applicants must express at least 1 area of choice in the Council’s functional area. They may also express Area of Choice in the other Dublin Authorities – Dublin City Council, DunLaoire/Rathdown and Fingal – overall they may only express 3 Areas of Choice.  Such applicant’s details will be forwarded to the relevant authority.  Applicants shall indicate in writing their preferred Housing Areas.  Applicants may be offered suitable accommodation within any estate within their chosen Housing Areas of Choice.  Area of Choice cannot be altered for 12 months, date of expression of Area of Choice will be listed separately to date of application 

3.   Applicants will be considered for housing accommodation only where the Council is satisfied that their financial or other circumstances are such as to render it impossible, without hardship for them to provide adequate accommodation from their own resources.

Applicants whose household income exceeds the maximum income threshold as set out in the table below will not be considered.

	Max Income threshold – single person NET
	Maximum Income threshold – 3 adult & 4 children  NET
	Calculation as follows:- €35,000 + 5% for each additional adult household member subject to a maximum allowance of 10% and 2.5% for each additional child, subject to a maximum allowance of 10%

	€35,000
	€42,000
	 


Income will be assessed on the basis of applicant’s P60 for the preceding tax year, a minimum of four out of the last six payslips or a minimum of 2 years accounts, where appropriate.  Where applicants are in receipt of a social welfare payment, a statement from the Department of Social Protection is required.

Applicants who qualify for Affordable Housing, Shared Ownership or other such scheme will not be eligible for inclusion on the Housing list.
Any other special financial circumstances of a housing applicant may also be taken into account in calculating household income.
4     Where applicants are owners or joint owners of dwellings, or tenants or joint tenants of local authority dwellings, but are not living in these dwellings owing to marital problems, such applicants may be considered for housing accommodation if a legal separation has been entered into, or in comparable circumstances at the discretion of the Manager, and the Council is satisfied with the housing provision of the agreement, and where it would not be possible for such applicants, due to financial or other circumstances, to provide adequate accommodation from their own resources.  In the case of joint owners a legal agreement contracting to provide a financial contribution from the proceeds of the sale of the house will be required.
5     Each complete application shall be recorded when received.  If deemed eligible for housing support the application will be placed on the appropriate list for accommodation most suitable to their needs.  Time on list will commence with the date the applicant qualified for inclusion on the list.
6     In assessing homeless persons, the Council will have regard for recommendations from its Homeless Assessment and Placement Service who shall, in the course of investigating the circumstances of applicants for homeless priority, consult with relevant statutory and voluntary agencies as appropriate.
7     The following minimum standards for bedroom accommodation will apply to lettings made by the Council
	Single person or Couple (Certain 1-bed units may be designated for older persons only)
	1-bed

	Lone Parent or Couple with 1 or 2 children
	2-bed

	Lone Parent or Couple with 3 or 4 children
	3-bed

	Lone Parent or Couple with 5 or more children
	4-bed


 

In addition to these minimum standards, persons over 10yrs of the same sex will be considered for allocation of one bedroom.

Applicants who are separated parents with partial custody/access arrangements will be eligible, upon production of relevant legal documentation for an additional bedroom.

8   Applicants are required to complete the Council’s Pre-Tenancy Course before being allocated any accommodation.

9   In order to examine and consider applications for housing accommodation, the Council may inspect and examine applicants’ housing circumstances and may require applicants to furnish documentary evidence to support their applications.

An application shall be excluded from consideration if the applicant refuses access to the Council’s nominated Inspectors existing accommodation, supplies false information or withholds relevant information either on the application form or in subsequent interviews or inspections.  If an allocation is made on the basis of false, incorrect or out of date information, such allocation will subsequently be rescinded and the offer withdrawn or if a tenancy has already been created in such circumstances, such tenancy will be terminated 

10   The Council may disregard the accommodation an applicant is occupying where the Council has reason to believe that the applicant has deliberately or without good and sufficient reason remained in, or taken up occupation of, unsuitable accommodation primarily to improve the prospects of obtaining local authority housing.

11  Applicants who take up illegal occupation of a local authority dwelling will not be considered for a tenancy of a dwelling unless the dwelling the applicant occupies illegally is willingly surrendered to the Council in the same condition it was in prior to the illegal occupation.

12   The Council may refuse to offer accommodation to an applicant due to refusal or failure by the applicant to disclose information either relevant to the application or required for good estate management purposes.

13   Applicants will be investigated, by way of Garda check, in accordance with the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions Act) 1997 and applicants involved in anti-social behaviour will not be considered for inclusion on the housing list for a period of one year.  Applicants engaging in Anti-Social Behaviour equivalent to Category “A” Status in the Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy will not be considered for inclusion on the housing list for a period of two years.  These periods will be subject to a rolling review process.

14   Former local authority tenants who apply for re-housing will only be placed on the housing list if the following conditions are complied with:

·       A period of one year has elapsed since the surrender of previous tenancy (may be waived in exceptional circumstances)

·       The rent account on their previous tenancy is clear, or a satisfactory arrangement acceptable to the local authority is made to clear any arrears due and is maintained for a period of at least six months

·       Compliance with the terms of tenancy was satisfactory during their previous tenancy.

·       Any costs that were incurred by the local authority in carrying out repairs to the tenant’s former dwelling which were the tenant’s responsibility must be refunded to the Council by the tenant in full, or a satisfactory arrangement is entered into to pay the cost of these repairs. Any such arrangement must be maintained for a period of at least six months.

15      Former local authority tenants who have been evicted may be recognised as having a housing need but will not be considered for inclusion on the housing list for a period of two years and only if the following conditions are complied with:

·       The rent account on their previous tenancy is clear, or a satisfactory arrangement acceptable to the local authority is made to clear any arrears due and is maintained for a period of at least six months

·       Any costs that were incurred by the local authority in carrying out repairs to the tenant’s former dwelling which were the tenant’s responsibility must be refunded to the Council by the tenant in full, or a satisfactory arrangement is entered into to pay the cost of these repairs. Any such arrangement must be maintained for a period of at least six months.

New Allocations Scheme Proposal:

As indicated at the Council meeting on the 13th June 2011 the scheme, if approved, is open to ongoing review by the Members but any such changes made would have to be submitted to the Minister. 

The making of an allocation scheme is a reserved function. Before making a new scheme a copy of the said draft scheme is required to be forwarded to the Minister. 

It should be noted that while the Minister is not required to approve the Scheme but may, at any time, issue a direction to the Housing Authority to amend the scheme. 
A National Allocations Scheme is proposed in 2015. “

 
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, gave an update on progress in relation to the 
introduction of the new Allocations Scheme.   There is an extension of the Housing 
need and a requirement for a full assessment to be carried out.  Department regulations 
were issued in 2011 and Mr. B. Coman confirmed that he envisaged that 
the Housing SPC 
would be used as a catalyst for the successful introduction of the new scheme by 2015.  

Following a discussion to which Cllr. G. Kenny, Cllr. E. O’Broin and Cllr. C. King contributed, Mr. B. Coman, responded to queries raised. It was AGREED to discuss further at a meeting of all interested Councillors. This meeting of the Housing sub-committee will be held at 3.30 p.m., on a Friday to be confirmed at a later date. 

The report was NOTED.


H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.15 pm”            

The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 25th November 2013
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:

“PRESENT:


Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner  
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	H. Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	M. Maguire
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr. T. Gilligan   
	
	

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	T. Stakelum
	Assistant Staff Officer

	Cllr C  King
	
	

	Cllr E. Broin

	Cllr D. Looney
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Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I(1)
MINUTES

The   Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 23rd September, 2013, were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

H-I(3) 
SDCC DISABILITY FORUM
Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer,  gave an informative report on the attached Department Circular regarding protocol for the Provision of Housing Supports to People with Disabilities.

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
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Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I(1)
MINUTES

The   Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 23rd September, 2013, were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
H-I(3) SDCC DISABILITY FORUM
Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer,  gave an informative report on the attached Department Circular regarding protocol for the Provision of Housing Supports to People with Disabilities.

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
“SDCC Disability Forum

The National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability is the Government strategy to address the housing needs of people with disabilities over the period 2011 to 2016. 

The strategy uses the term 'disability' in reference to four categories of disability, i.e. sensory disability, mental health disability, physical disability and intellectual disability. 

Vision
The strategy's vision is: To facilitate access, for people with disabilities, to the appropriate range of housing and related support services, delivered in an integrated and sustainable manner, which promotes equality of opportunity, individual choice and independent living. 

Strategic Aims
The strategy has 9 strategic aims: 

1. To promote and mainstream equality of access for people with a disability to the full range of housing options available suited to individual and household need. 

2. To develop national protocols and frameworks for effective interagency cooperation which will facilitate person-centred delivery of housing and relevant support services. 

3. To support people with a disability to live independently in their own homes and communities, where appropriate.

4. To address the specific housing needs of people with an intellectual and/or physical disability, moving from congregated settings in line with good practice, including through the development of frameworks to facilitate housing in the community.

5. To address the specific housing needs of people with a mental health disability, including through the development of frameworks to facilitate housing in the community, for people with low and medium support needs moving from mental health facilities, in line with good practice.

6. To consider good practice in the design, coordination and delivery of housing and related supports.

7. To facilitate people with a disability to access appropriate advice and information in respect of their housing needs.

8. To improve the collection and use of data/information regarding the nature and extent of the housing needs of people with a disability.

9. To provide a framework to support the delivery, monitoring and review of agreed actions.

Under the Strategy an Interagency Steering Group in South Dublin County Council is required, membership of which is as follows:

Director of Services for Housing (Chair)

HSE Representative - 
Representative from each of the four disability sectors    

operational in the local area

            Representatives from a number of local approved housing body 

Representatives should be at a senior level and should be competent in representing the needs of the various disability groups. 

The following is the membership of the group and an inaugural meeting will be held in the coming weeks 

	HSE 
	Paudie Galvin 

	HSE DISABILITY MANAGER 
	Helen Mc Daid 

	HSE PROPERTY MANAGER 
	Derek Gilmartin 

	STEWARTS CARE 
	Sean Priestly 

	CHESHIRE HOMES 
	Maggie Thomas 

	PEAMOUNT 
	Catherine Slattery 

	CIRCLE 
	Justin O Brien 

	Cluid 
	Catherine Stobie 

	St. John of God 
	Peter Famthon 

	National Deaf Association 
	No Name 

	Cheeverstown 
	Brian Gallagher CEO 


The Role of the Group will be:

· Overseeing the local implementation of the National Housing Strategy for People with Disabilities, including the housing of people with disabilities transitioning from institutional care; 

· Developing, monitoring and reviewing of local interagency protocols, as appropriate; 

· Developing plans to meet the housing needs and related supports for people with disabilities; 

· Working with all agencies in the provision of services to people with disabilities including employment, education and training; 

· Acting as a forum for the exchange of information; 

· Reporting to the Implementation Monitoring Committee

The following Housing Applicants have been identified as requiring supported living, (though it is expected that all these numbers will increase)

	Housing Applicants who have been identified requiring supported houses 25/11/2013 

	Organisation 
	Current 
	Housed 
	Total 

	Cheeverstown 
	54 
	0 
	54 

	John of God 
	33 
	0 
	33 

	John of God Menni 
	21 
	0 
	21 

	Stewarts Care 
	16 
	0 
	16 

	Cheshire Homes 
	6 
	2 
	8 

	Good Counsel Care 
	8 
	0 
	8 

	Peter Bradley Foundation 
	2 
	0 
	2 

	Exchange 
	2 
	0 
	2 

	St. Michael's House 
	0 
	1 
	1 

	Walkinstown 
	15 
	0 
	15 

	Identified as requiring support but no organisation on file 
	35 
	0 
	35 

	Peamount 
	18 
	0 
	18 

	HSE- Mental Health 
	2 
	0 
	2 

	TOTALS 
	212 
	3 
	215 


Following a discussion regarding Lease to Buy Model, European Investment Bank monies and Housing Applicants to which Councillors E. O’Broin, C. King and D. Looney contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community Development and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.  
It was agreed with the Housing Agency that South Dublin County Council will be a pilot authority in implementing this Forum.
The report was NOTED.


H-I(4)
 REPOSSESSED PRIVATE HOMES - VACANT

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
“Repossessed Private Homes - Vacant
19 vacant private properties have come to attention of SDCC.  6 of these properties are been actively pursued as derelict within the definition of Derelict Sites Act 1990. 

Housing, Environment and Environmental Health Services have assigned staff to establish a -coordinated approach in addressing this issue.  From the Council's viewpoint it is important to contact owners as soon as it becomes apparent that private properties are becoming derelict.  In this regard we aim to prevent these sites from becoming a public health nuisance to the community arising from litter pollution caused by domestic refuse dumping, vandalism and Anti social behavior activity. 

However establishing ownership has proven to be an onerous task in current climate. Following extensive investigation, it has been found that a number of these properties have been repossessed by financial institutions.  We continue to pursue ownership details through all avenues.  To date we have served notices on the banks to address problems arising from derelict properties.  

It is the intention of the Council to examine the possibility of leasing vacant dwellings from the owners when they are established.  However to date this has not been possible to do so with the only owner of a property who was willing to enter into such an arrangement due to their inability to produce a tax certificate.”

 
Mr. B. Coman informed the meeting that once identification of the owners of the vacant 
units was established, that a legal notice could be served on them to carry out works to 
render the property in a suitable condition.  Where the property has tenants in situ, a 
Housing Needs 
Assessment may need to be carried out, as this tenant may be made 
homeless in this situation. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors. M. Corr, C. King, D. Looney, E. O’Broin and G. Kenny contributed.  Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  

The Councillors thanked the Housing Department for the works carried out to date

The report was NOTED. 


H-I (5)  TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME - UPDATE

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
“Traveller Accommodation Programme - Update

Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018

The Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 was published on the 3rd 
October 2013. It is available to the public online, at their local library or at SDCC offices. 
There is a 2 month period for interested parties to make submissions. The closing date for 
submissions is the 3rd December 2013. Following an assessment of the submissions 
received, the draft programme will be presented to the elected members for adoption.

The draft programme has 2 main themes - the provision of accommodation to meet demand in the Traveller Community and the development of estate management and tenant participation in new and existing Traveller sites.

 
Provision of Accommodation to Meet Projected Demand 2014 - 2018
 
Assessment of Demand for Accommodation for Travellers 2014 – 2018
	41 
	Families currently living in SDCC sites 

	64 
	Private rented/homeless accommodation 

	6 
	Others 

	111 
	Total number of families in need of accommodation per the 2013 Assessment 

	55 
	Units of accommodation required to cater for the estimated new family formations 

based on the number of children who will be 18 years of age or over during this programme 

	166 
	Gross Total Requirement under new programme 

	-70 
	Less those opting for social housing 

	96 
	Net provision for Traveller specific accommodation required in this programme 


* Figures for the Assessment were compiled using data from the Annual Traveller Count held in November 2012 and the Assessment of Housing Need held in April 2013.

Accommodation Programme 
As detailed in the Assessment of Need for Traveller Accommodation there is a requirement to provide or to assist in the provision of the order of 166 units of accommodation across the full range of accommodation types (standard housing, group housing and residential caravan parks) over the period of the new programme. 

Standard Social Housing provision, as well as social housing provided under Part V contractual arrangements, Voluntary or RAS provisions, and also casual vacancies in existing stock, will cater for all Traveller families who opt for standard Council housing. All such accommodation must be let in accordance with the current Allocation Scheme for Social Housing.

 
Proposed Construction Programme 2014- 2018
This Scheme proposes a construction programme to meet the needs identified above in 3 separate but related methods.  Firstly the development of green field sites, at previously agreed locations, as a rollover programme from uncompleted elements of the 2008-2013 programme. Secondly, redevelopment of existing temporary sites and thirdly, where appropriate, consideration will be given to the provision of extra/infill units:

Redevelopments
	Development 
	No. of units 
	Type 
	Delivery 

	Ballyowen Lane 
	10 
	Bays 
	Ongoing 

	Belgard Road 
	3 
	Group Houses 
	2014 

	St. Aidans 
	5 
	Group Houses 
	2014 

	Oldcastle Park 
	20 
	To be determined 
	2015 

	Lynch's Lane 
	3 
	Bays 
	2015 

	Belgard Park 
	10 
	Group Houses 
	Pending funding and consultation with residents 

	Total 
	51 
	  
	  


 
Infill developments:
	Development 
	Maximum No. of units 
	Type 
	Delivery 

	Ballyowen 
	5 
	To be determined 
	As required 

	Owendoher Haven 
	2 
	Bays 
	As required 

	Hazelhill 
	2 
	To be determined 
	As required 

	Total 
	9 
	  
	  


 
 
New developments at agreed locations
	Development 
	No. of Units 
	Type of Unit 
	Description 
	Delivery 

	Newcastle 
	10 
	Group Houses 
	Part V 
	2014 

	Rathcoole 
	10 
	Group Houses 
	Part VIII 
	2016 

	Adamstown x 3 
	10 x 3 
	Group houses/bays 
	Part V 
	2017 

	Bustyhill 
	8 
	Bays 
	Part VIII 
	2018 

	Blackchurch 
	10 
	Bays 
	Part VIII 
	2018 

	Brittas 
	10 
	Bays 
	Part VIII 
	2018 

	Total 
	78 
	  
	  
	  


While the locations of proposed developments in the current programme remain the same, regard will had to the up to date data now available to the Council from the recent Assessment of Needs in respect of the type and mix of accommodation to be provided at specific locations for which designs have not yet commenced. This matter will be addressed as part of the ongoing consultation process being undertaken at present in conjunction with the implementation of the current approved programme and in the interests of best estate management practice.

The delivery of the above programme is entirely dependent on all necessary consents, planning approvals and funding. 

Development of Estate Management & Tenant Participation in Traveller Communities
It is the intention and aim of the Council to mainstream the management and maintenance of all Traveller specific accommodation within the relevant sections of the Council.  

However, it is accepted that the Council should continue to develop policies and practices in relation to estate management and community development prior to the mainstreaming of all aspects of Traveller accommodation within the relevant sections of the Council.

The Council proposes to continue to work closely with the Traveller community to enhance tenant participation programmes and environmental awareness programmes. The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee (LTACC) has established a sub-committee that meets quarterly specifically to address issues arising from the maintenance and management of Traveller Specific Accommodation. The sub-committee allows residents, local Traveller development groups and the Council to identify the best route to the development of safer, cleaner communities. The Council's Estate Management Unit, Community Department & Environmental Awareness Officer will assist in the development programmes in consultation with the local development groups and the LTACC.

Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney, C. King, M. Corr and B. Bonner contributed.  Three is an issue with the number of vacancies within bays, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development  and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior 
Executive Officer responded to queries raised
Cllr. D. Looney, on behalf of the Housing SPC, thanked the Housing Department for all the work and involvement with the LTACC.  Cllr. B. Bonner thanked the Council for their support in addressing traveller issues and an improvement in the lives of travellers is very apparent.  Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development, acknowledged the support from everyone involved in the Programme and will be addressing the issue of vacancies within bays.  The Housing Department will work with Traveller Support Groups to get positive outcomes and attitudes in place.  

The report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.15 pm”            

The minutes were NOTED.

H5/0314
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTING 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. Bond and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q11 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
Q1/0314
COUNTY STATISTICS


QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart 
To ask the Manager to direct me to a source or provide me with the following statistics:
Population of the County and the Wards - and the electorate of the County.
REPLY:
The 2011 Census established the population of the South Dublin County as 265,205. A full breakdown of each electoral area can be determined by reference to CSO website at www cso.ie.  The electorate of the County is 184,080. The Electorate per electoral area:
Lucan: 33,132

Clondalkin: 35,399

Rathfarnham: 30,181

Tallaght South: 25,464

Tallaght Central: 26,158

Templeogue –Terenure: 33,746.

Q2/0314
NRA



QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 

To ask the Manager to seek to put in place a system with the National Roads Authority for the timely response to representations from elected members of this Council in relation to the maintenance of national primary roads in this County, including on matters of grass-cutting, litter cleansing and graffiti removal?

REPLY:

A system already exists whereby all representations from SDCC are sent to the NRA and 
these representations are subsequently sent to the NRA contractor GSJ or M50 
Concession. 


If the question is approved the matter will be referred to the NRA and when a response is 
received the Councillor will be notified accordingly.

Q3/0314 
NTA DRAFT CYCLE NETWORK PLAN


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 

To ask the Manager for a report on the plans contained within the NTA Draft Cycle Network Plan for the Greater Dublin Area relevant to South Dublin County, including (i) existing routes, (ii) designed routes and (iii) future routes?

REPLY:
The Cycle network plan for the greater Dublin Area was approved by the board of the NTA in December and has not been formally published. A briefing will be arranged for members as soon as this can be arranged.

Q4/0314
S142 REGISTER

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 
To ask the Manager to publish the Section 142 Register for 2013 as soon as possible on the Council website, and to again consider a more user-friendly presentation of all Councillor expenses and remuneration on the website.
REPLY:

Following an end of year reconciliation of all Members expenses and the completion of the 
final quarter accruals it is expected that the Section 142 Register will be published on the 
Council website within the coming days. 


Corporate Services and the IT Section have reviewed the current placement of the 
information on the Council's website and consider that the current format/placement is 
satisfactory and fit for purpose under the current provisions. However, if 
the Councillor 
wishes to make comments or suggestions I would be obliged if he would contact the 
Administrative Officer, Corporate Services directly to discuss.

Q5/0314
ILLEGAL DUMPING 


QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 
To ask the Manager for a breakdown of litter fines, prosecutions, notices and associated statistics for 2013 and so far in 2014; to ask the Manager to commit to strict enforcement of laws and bye-laws against illegal dumping and littering, and to make a statement on the matter.
REPLY:

In 2013, the Council's Litter Warden Service investigated 2,672 complaints. 753 litter 
fines and 150 notices were issued under the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended. No 
enforcement action could be taken for the balance of complaints due to lack of 
evidence, 
unwillingness of complainant to provide witness statement or difficulty in identifying the 
legal entity responsible. Increasingly, it is found that no personal information relating to 
the polluter is contained within the dumped material with personal information having 
been removed or shredded. 

The total number of litter fines issued is as follows:

· 491 fines issued in relation to illegal dumping and littering offences 

· 259 fines issued in relation to illegal signage  

· 3 fines issued in relation to dog fouling


296 fines were paid in full with payment agreements made in an additional 57 cases. 205 
cases were referred to the Law Department for prosecution for non-payment in 2013, of 
which 116 were listed for hearing. It was not possible to proceed with legal proceedings 
in 
a number of cases for reasons such as fines sent by registered post were returned 
as undelivered, evidence found was not strong enough to support prosecution for non-
payment or failure to serve summons. On occasion, fines are paid by alleged polluter on 
receipt of summons or immediately prior to hearing, resulting in legal proceedings 
being struck out. In late 2013, the Litter Warden Service began hand delivering fines 
where registered post has been returned as undelivered. Appeals were upheld in a further 
97 cases with these fines being cancelled. 


To date, 25 successful prosecutions have been secured in relation to legal proceedings 
initiated in 2013 with a number of other cases to be heard in 2014. 


In January 2014, the Council's Litter Warden Service investigated 285 complaints 
with 60 litter fines and 11 notices issued under the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended. 
The break down of this total number of litter fines issued is as follows:

· 45 fines issued in relation to illegal dumping and littering offences 

· 15 fines issued in relation to illegal signage


To date in 2014, 16 cases have been referred to the Law Department for prosecution.


All reports of illegal dumping are investigated by the Council's Litter Warden Service and 
dumped material is interrogated for evidence.  Where evidence is found, fines are issued 
to 
the alleged offenders in accordance with the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended.  Where 
there is an on going problem of illegal dumping and littering in any area, local residents 
are encouraged to support the Council in taking the appropriate 
enforcement action by 
making reports to the Litter Warden for investigation and by providing evidence where 
possible and testifying in court.  


The Council's Enforcement and Licensing Section continues to monitor acute illegal 
dumping black spots throughout the County and where it appears there is a recurring 
practice of illegal dumping of household waste, letters are issued to residents of 
nearby 
estates/roads alerting them to their obligations for disposal of household 
waste in a 
responsible manner and requesting that residents submit details of their 
chosen form of 
disposal of household waste. 

Q6/0314
DERELICT SITES

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 
To ask the Manager to report on the status of all sites included on the Derelict Sites Register within South Dublin County over the past 12 months, including details as to the ownership, the date entered, the role of the Council in each case, details of any levies paid, details of any impending or previously-taken court cases (legal issues on information provision notwithstanding), details of any work carried out or proposed to be carried out on each site, and the Council's understanding as to future proposals for each site; and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
From mid 2013 onwards, the Environment Department pursued a full review of all sites previously reported/investigated under the Derelict Sites function. Forty-six (46) sites were re-visited and assessed along with an additional twenty-four (24) sites and updates have been reported to the Area Committees during February. Of these sites - 

Nine (9) were served with Notices requiring works to be undertaken to remediate sites

Seventeen (17) were served with Notices of intention to enter on the Derelict Sites Register

· Three (3) Sites have subsequently been entered on the Derelict Sites Register 

· Four (4) sites have undergone remedial works to remove the dereliction arising from the issuing of the notices. These sites will not now be entered on the Register. 

· Six (6) further sites are under the management of Receivers/Liquidators/ Examiners with whom we are engaging in order to have the dereliction abated. 

· One (1) Site is being transferred to new owners at present. The new owners have been made aware of the condition of the site and will be pursued on closing. 

· Three (3) sites, where notices that were re-issued following changes to status of sites (ownership/receivership) and no representations have been received, are to be entered on the Register in the absence of such response.

The Derelict Sites Register currently consists of three (3) sites. The details of these particular sites are as follows:

	Ref No.
	Address
	Date of Entry
	Owner

	DS 1506
	Former Burmah Garage, Wellington Road, Templeogue
	15th January 2014
	Curved Space Limited

	DS 1591
	Former Keogh's Shop & Adjoining House, Main Street, Rathcoole
	28th January 2014
	Ardleigh Developments Ltd. in Liquidation

	DS 1707
	1 Cherryfield Avenue, Walkinstown
	28th January 2014
	Declan Piggott



These sites will now be valued in order that the Derelict Sites Levy (3% of the market 
value) can be applied. Such Levies will fall due from 1st January 2015.


Further statutory notices are about to issue in relation to the Registered Sites specifying t
he measures required to abate the dereliction so that they can be removed from the 
Register. In the event that the required works are not undertaken, the Council will 
then consider whether to pursue enforcement action through the courts or to intervene 
directly through works at the sites. Funding has been provided under the 2014 Budget for 
such interventions and costs associated will be pursued from the owners.


In relation to one site, following the failure of the registered owners of the former 
Saggart Arms Hotel and adjoining lands to respond to a Dangerous Places Notice 
issued in October 2013, the Council entered on to the site in December 2013 and 
carried out works to eliminate the imminent danger that the site posed to the public. 
Notices have been served advising of the Council's intention to enter the site on the 
Derelict Site Register. Any representations received within the period allowed in 
relation to 
any of the sites where Section 8 (2) notices have been served will be considered and 
further appropriate enforcement action will be taken where deemed necessary.


 As yet, while there has been correspondence from legal representatives of a number of 
owners, no legal challenges to the Council's actions have been initiated.

Q7/0304
HOUSING ALLOCATIONS

QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin 
To ask the County Manager to provide in tabular form: I. The number of housing allocations excluding transfers in 2013 II. The number of allocations there were in 2013 there were to people/households on the homeless priority list. III. The number of allocations to each household size from the housing list and the number of allocations to each household size from the homeless priority list in 2013. IV. The number of allocations to household who had been on the homeless list for less than 6months, 6months to 1year, 1-3years, 3-6years, 7years-10years and 11years+, and the same information for allocations excluding transfers from the housing list in 2013 V. The number of allocations to households from the homeless where the head of household was in the 18-25years age rage, 26-35 age range, 36-45 age range, 46-55 age range, 56-64 age range and 65+ age range, and the same information for allocations excluding transfers from the housing list in 2013. VI. Of the allocation from the homeless list how many were to local authority stock, how many to approved housing bodies and how many to RAS. 

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council Allocated 226 units of accommodation to Applicants from the Housing List in 2013.  46 of these allocations were to Approved Housing 
Bodies.  Requested information is set out below:-

HOUSING LIST
Household Size i.e. dwelling size needed

	1 bed
	2 bed
	3 bed
	4 bed
	5 bed

	40
	91
	90
	3
	2


Length of Time on Housing List
	0 – 12 months
	1 – 3 years
	3- 6 years
	7-10 years
	10 years +

	12
	30
	113
	70
	1


 


Age Profile
	18 -25yrs
	26-35yrs
	36-45yrs
	46-55yrs
	56-64yrs
	65+yrs

	24
	90
	50
	34
	15
	13


HOMELESS 
South Dublin County Council allocated 32 units of accommodation to applicants awarded homeless priority

Household Size i.e. dwelling size needed

	1 bed
	2 bed
	3 bed

	15
	9
	8



 Length of Time on Housing List
	<6 mths
	6 – 12 months
	1 – 3 years
	3- 6 years
	7-10 years
	10 years +

	7
	8
	15
	1*
	1*
	0


*Applicants moved from long-term supported housing to independent living with 
visiting support.

Age Profile
	18 - 25 yrs
	26-35yrs
	36-45yrs
	46-55yrs
	56-64yrs
	65+yrs

	6
	15
	7
	1
	1
	2


Accommodation Type 

	Social Housing
	Long-term Support Housing with AHB
	AHB
	RAS

	24
	4
	3
	1


Q8/0314
NAMA & SOCIAL HOUSING 
QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin
To ask the Manager to provide a report on the list of potential social housing presented to the Council by NAMA detailing; the total number of units proposed by NAMA; the locations of these units; the criteria used by the Council in determining the suitability of the units for social housing; the number of units deemed suitable for social housing; the location of these units; the progress to date in bringing these units into social use; the funding model being used with respect to these units; the housing associations involved with these units; the number of these units currently tenanted; 
REPLY:
NAMA (National Asset Management Agency) has identified residential properties 
controlled by its debtors and receivers as being  potentially available and suitable for social 
housing provision.

The properties under consideration are part of the security for loans that NAMA has acquired, and in the majority of cases these properties remain in the ownership of the original borrowers. The remaining properties are controlled by receivers 
appointed by NAMA. 

National Asset Residential Property Services Limited (NARPS) is a special purpose vehicle (SPV) established by NAMA to speed up the process of making properties available for social housing provision.

The SPV will operate by:

· purchasing properties directly from debtors or receivers and 

· making them available to housing authorities and AHBs by way of a long term lease.


How it Works:

· The Housing Agency liaises with local authorities to determine if there is a social housing demand for the properties identified by NAMA.  

· Where a demand is identified, this information is provided to NAMA and arrangements are made to secure as many properties as possible for social housing. 

· NAMA facilitates contact and negotiation between its debtor/receiver and the authority/Approved Housing Bodies concerned.  NARPS may also consider acquiring the properties. 

· The local authority has the option of leasing the properties directly from the owner or NARPS. Alternatively, Approved Housing Bodies can secure the properties through lease or, in some cases, purchase arrangements and make them available for social housing support through a P&A (Payment & Availability) agreement. 

This Council met with NAMA representatives in 2013 to discuss some possibilities in the South Dublin County area.  However the properties identified to the Council were deemed unsuitable by virtue of the fact that the Council was in the process of, and subsequently successfully concluded, negotiations on a Part V agreement with the receivers in question. 

To date 40 individual units have been purchased by CLUID Housing Association (at two locations).  These acquisitions were funded by way of a combination of a Capital 
Advance Leasing Facility (CALF) loan and leasing monies.  The CALF is a facility which is exclusively available to Approved Housing Bodies to assist them in accessing private or Housing Finance Agency (HFA) finance for the purchase, or, in some cases construction, of units, that are then  made available for social housing purposes under the leasing initiative via Payment and Availability Agreement referred to above.    

Q9/0314
SPORTS CLUBS

QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin

To ask the manager to provide a report detailing the number of lease agreements/long term lease agreements the Council has with sports clubs in the County and including the names of the clubs, the locations and acreage of the land in question; the cost to the clubs of these agreement; the facilities currently available at each location and the role played by the Council in acquiring the funding for these facilities?

REPLY:
The Council has issued leases for periods varying from 25 years to 99 years to the Sports Clubs/Organisations as detailed in the table 1 hereunder. The lease rents are in all cases abated on the condition that the use is restricted to not- for- profit sporting/recreational/ community purposes but also takes into account additional facilities e.g. bar facilities in some Clubhouses etc. The abated rents range from €1.27 in respect of some older leases to €200.00 p.a. approx in respect of the vast majority of leases which were granted for provision of dressing- room facilities, pitches etc. In the 
case of Club houses/Leisure Centres with bar facilities the abated rents range from €660.00 to €1,270.00p.a. All leases would have provision for periodic rent reviews.

The Council has also accommodated a number of Sporting Clubs /Organisations but has yet to formalise leases/licences with these parties, as detailed in Table 2 hereunder. 

The Council has assisted the Clubs/ Organisations in submitting applications to the Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport for sports capital funding and has entered into Deeds and Charges of covenants where necessary to allow charges to be registered against the Council's title, in order to facilitate the draw down of funds.

The Council would in some instances enter into Licence agreements with Clubs Organisations for the use of land/property for a particular purpose including sporting purposes, but in these cases the title remains with the Council. 

Table 1

	Name of Lessee/Licensee/Tenant
	Address of Premises
	Acreage
	Facilities on Site

	Ballyfermot Sports Complex
	Gurteen Rd., Ballyfermot, Dublin 10
	0.995 acres
	Sport/Leisure Centre

	Sacred Heart Football Club
	Killinarden Hill, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	7.69 acres
	Pitches & Club house 

	Lucan Sports Association
	Lands at Esker South, Griffeen Valley Pk., Lucan, Co Dublin
	0.11 acres
	Changing room facilities 

	Mark's Celtic FC
	Lands at Cookstown Rd., Springfield, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	0.517
	Clubhouse 

	Knocklyon United Football Club
	Delaford Pk., Delaford Ave., Knocklyon, Dublin 16
	433sq metres
	Changing Room Facilities

	BRC Shooting Club
	BRC Range, Friarstown Lr., Bohernabreena
	2.6 acres
	 Club house /Firing Range

	Fág a' Bealach Hurling Club (Faughs)
	Wellington Lane, Templeogue, Dublin 6W
	0.834 acres
	Clubhouse/ all weather facility/ball wall  

	Firhouse Community & Leisure Centre Ltd
	Firhouse Community & Leisure Club
	2.5
	Community and Leisure Centre 

	St Jude's GAA Club
	Wellington Lane, Templeogue, Dublin 6W
	1.26
	Clubhouse 

	St Mark's GAA Club
	Cookstown Rd., Tallaght, Dublin 24
	0.743
	Clubhouse 

	Irish Basketball Arena Ltd
	Tymon Lane, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	4.18
	Basketball arena

	Templeogue United Football Club
	Wellington Lane, Templeogue, Dublin 6W    
	2343 sq.m.
	Clubhouse  

	South Dublin Football League Ltd
	Ballyowen Pk., Clondalkin, Dublin 22
	2032sqm
	Clubhouse

	Ballyboden St Enda's GAA Club
	St. Colmcille's Way, Ballycullen, Dublin 16
	0.56 acres
	Changing room facilities

	Kilnamanagh AFC
	Treepark Rd., Tallaght, Dublin 24
	4.5 acres
	Grassed pitch/all weather facilities

	St. Patrick's GAA Club
	Glenaulin Pk., Palmerstown, Dublin 20
	1784sqm
	Clubhouse/all weather pitch

	Lucan United FC 
	Airlie Heights, Lucan, Co. Dublin
	0.239acres
	Changing room facilities

	Esker Celtic FC
	Hermitage Pk., Lucan, Co. Dublin
	0.196 acres
	Changing room facilities

	Weston Hockey Club
	Griffin Park , Lucan.  Co Dublin 
	0.694acres
	Synthetic pitch



Table 2 

	Name of Lessee/Licensee/Tenant
	Address of Premises
	Acreage
	Facilities on Site

	Croi ro Naofa GAA Club
	Killinarden, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	1110sqm
	Changing room facilities

	South Dublin Football League Ltd.  
	Ballyowen Park Lucan
	2032sqm
	All-weather pitch

	Palmerstown Rangers FC
	Mill Lane Palmerstown
	1685sqm
	Pavilion/Changing room facilities P

	Palmerstown United FC
	Glenaulin Pk., Palmerstown, Dublin 20
	229sqm
	Changing room facilities

	Tallaght Athletic Club
	Greenhills Rd., Tallaght, Dublin 24
	 
	Pavilion/Changing room facilities

	St Maelruan's FC
	Bancroft Pk., Greenhills Rd., Tallaght, Dublin 24
	 
	Changing room facilities

	Knocklyon Utd FC  
	St. Colmcille's Way, Ballycullen
	1260sqm
	Changing room facilities

	Cycle Ireland
	Lands in Corkagh Park
	 
	Cycle Track

	Greenhills Bowling Club
	Greenhills Park
	 
	Bowling Green

	MANN Group
	Lands in Corkagh Park
	 
	Pavillion/Changing room facilities

	Neilstown Boxing Club
	Neilstown Community Centre
	 
	Boxing Club Facility


Q10/0314
REFURBISHMENT AND REPAIR OF FOOTPATHS

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 

To ask the Manager if he can advise Members on the expenditure by the Council on the refurbishment and repair of footpaths in South Dublin County in the three years 2011, 2012 and 2013? 
REPLY:
A total of €1,516,500 was spent in the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 as part of the 
Council's footpath refurbishment programme. A further €1,695,300 was spent as part our ordinary day to day maintenance expenditure in repairs to single bays and smaller areas of footpaths in the same period.

Q11/0314
HOUSING GRANTS SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 

To ask the Manager if he can advise Members on the finance allocated by the Council in 2014 to each of the Household Grants - Grants for Older Persons, Grants for Persons with a Disability and Mobility Grants, if application for these grants are assessed in the order in which completed documentation is received from applicants, and if Members will be advised if and when, the finance available under a particular scheme for the year is exhausted?

REPLY:
The Department of Environment, Community and Local Authority notified the Council, by Circular dated 16th January 2014 that the combined capital allocation to 
this Council for the three housing grant schemes in the current year will 
be €1,667,043. This figure includes an amount of €333,409 (20%) which will have to be provided from the Council's own revenue resources.

In relation to apportionment of grant funding approved, it is a matter for the Council having regard to local circumstances, to decide how the allocation of approved funding is apportioned over the suite of grants available.  Historically the allocation is not specifically assigned to individual grant schemes. 

All valid applications under the three Schemes are processed as received.  Invalid applications are returned (in full) stating required details.  Valid applications are then forwarded to relevant inspectors for initial inspection and recommendation on type of works required to meet needs.  Where appropriate, grant approvals are issued.   Subsequently, on foot of notification from applicants that works are completed, final inspections are arranged.  On receipt of satisfactorily inspector's report and completion of relevant checks, payment is made to the applicant.

The Members of the Council can be informed of the financial position throughout the year.

H6/0314
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS




It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H7a)/0314
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED 
DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

 H7b)/0314 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE:  13 CASTLE PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following has applied, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rent) (No 2) Act, to acquire the fee simple in her property
	ADDRESS  
	LESSEE(S)  
	PURCHASE PRICE 

	13 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	Ruth McDermott
	€70.65


It is proposed, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above.
Daniel McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, dispose of the fee simple in the site listed in the foregoing report.”
H7c) /0314
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE:  31 CASTLE LAWNS, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:

“The following has applied, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rent) (No 2) Act, to acquire the fee simple in his property.

	ADDRESS  
	LESSEE(S)  
	PURCHASE PRICE  

	31 Castle Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	Eamon Mills
	€70.65


It is proposed, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above.
Daniel McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, dispose of the fee simple in the site listed in the foregoing report.”
H7d)/0314  
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - VARIATION OF LEASE COOKSTOWN ROAD
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Development and the Metropolitan Interest, and was CONSIDERED:
“Consent of Council to Assignment and Variation of Lease of a site and to the Novation of a Building Licence at Cookstown Road, Fortunestown from Avorado Holdings Ltd. (In receivership) to Teal Properties Ltd

The Council at its meetings held on 9th June 2003 and on 12th December 2005 approved the disposal of a site at Cookstown Road, Fortunestown, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to Avorado Holdings Ltd by way of a 999 year lease, subject  to terms and conditions. Minutes Nos C/0571/03, C/0806/05 and Manager's Orders Nos. LA/76/2003 and LA/300/2005 refer. 

The Council subsequently entered into a lease with Avorado Holdings Ltd dated 27th November 2006 which lease is registered on Folio DN142741L. The Company was subsequently placed in receivership on 16th December 2009 leaving the development on the leased lands in a partially completed state. The Receiver appointed to the Company, Tom Caulfield of O'Donovan, Caulfield, Lavin, Chartered Accountants, has endeavoured to sell on the development in the meantime and has now entered into a contract with a Purchaser to sell the property subject to the consent of the Council to the assignment and variation of the 
existing lease.

The Receiver and the proposed Purchaser, Teal Properties Ltd, have requested variations to the lease to update the terms to reflect the current position of the development, i.e. revised completion timescale, increase in number of apartments for which planning permission has since been obtained, amended requirements for bond etc. 

The Receiver has also advised that it has come to his attention that the development has been partly constructed outside of the area comprised in Folio DN142741L and has requested the agreement of the Council to vary the lease map to conform with the boundaries of the development site on the ground.

One of the terms of grant of the lease required the Lessee to construct a new section of roadway along the northern boundary of the development site to 'taking in charge standard' under Licence from the Council. The road is partially completed and the Receiver and the proposed Purchaser also require the Council to enter into a Deed of Novation of the Building Licence in favour of the Purchaser to enable the road to be completed.
I recommend that the Council grant its consent to the assignment of lease dated 27th November 2006 entered into between South Dublin County Council and Avorado 
Holdings Ltd  in respect of a site at Cookstown Road, Fortunestown, Tallaght to Teal Properties Ltd subject to the conditions contained therein and the variations to terms as set out hereunder:

Clause 4(c) be amended by the deletion of the last sentence: 'The Building works to be completed within a period of twenty four months' The amount of bond required to be reduced from €3.5 million to €448,643.00.

Clause 4(d) be amended by the deletion of the words 'twenty four months from the 1st day of July 2006' and replaced with 'prior to the 5th of October 2015'

Clause 4(e) be amended by deleting '40 units' from the third sentence and replacing them with '49 ' the number of units permitted by said planning permission and subsequent planning permissions obtained in respect of the said lands'

Clause 4(f) be amended by deleting the entire clause and replacing it with ' The 
Lessees shall pay the Lessor €130,275.00 in full and final discharge of its obligations pursuant to Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended'.

Clause 4(o) be amended by deleting the words 'Clause 3(iii)' and replacing them with 'Clause 4(d)'.

The site disposed of under Lease dated 27th November 2006 comprised an area of 0.4427 Hectares (1.09 acres). The area now incorporated into the development site comprises an area of 0.521 Hectares (1.28 acres). I recommend that the Council vary the lease map to rectify the boundary to conform with the on-site boundary, as shown outlined in red on revised Drawing No. LR/38/13. This to be done by way of Deed of Rectification.

The Council's Chief Valuer was requested to review the initial transaction arising from the additional number of apartments for which planning permission has now been obtained (see Clause 4(e) above) and also taking into account the additional strip of land incorporated into the site. The Chief Valuer recommended the payment of a further consideration in the sum of €62,500.00 to the Council. 

The Receiver was advised accordingly and responded by stating that he was fearful that the additional consideration would totally undermine the sale of the development. He asked that the Council take into account the difficulties he had encountered over years of repeated attempts to dispose of the site and the extraordinary security costs incurred by him in protecting the development over the years since the developers went into receivership and requested that the Council waive the additional charge. 

The Council's Housing Department has received full approval from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to lease the units in this development for social use if and when completed. The development adjoins and 
overlooks the Council's parklands at Butler Park. The unfinished development is 
deteriorating and is in danger of becoming a dangerous and derelict site. To prevent this and in the interest of having the sale of the development finalised and the works on the apartment complex and new road completed without any further delay, it is considered essential that this assignment be completed. Accordingly, it is recommended that the Council take payment of the additional consideration in the sum of €62,500.00 proposed by the Chief Valuer but refund same to the assignee on the strict condition that the development be fully completed by the end date specified in Clause 4(d) above i.e. the 5th of October 2015 with all 49 apartments ready for occupation and the road completed to full taking in charge standard.

I also recommend that the Council enter into a Deed of Novation of the Licence Agreement entered into with Avorado Holdings Ltd in respect of the construction of a section of roadway as required as a condition of the above lease and the planning permission.  The benefit of the Licence Agreement is to be assigned to the Purchaser, Teal Properties Ltd subject to the completion date for the development being amended as set out in Clause 2 of the Licence i.e. delete the words 'for a period of 24 months from the date hereof' and inserting in their place 'until the 5th day of October 2015'.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 

D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the Council grant its consent to the assignment of lease dated 27th November 2006 entered into between South Dublin County Council and Avorado Holdings Ltd. in respect of a site at Cookstown Road, Fortunestown, Tallaght to Teal Properties Ltd subject to the conditions contained therein and the variations to terms as set out in the foregoing report”.
ERRATUM:  The reference to the figure 49 units/apartments in above report at Clause 4(e) and in the third last paragraph is a typographical error and should read 45. The minute to be amended accordingly.
H7e)/0314 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND TO THE REAR OF 69 CASTLE PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO MR. JONATHAN SMITH
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Development and the Metropolitan Interest, and was CONSIDERED:
“The owner of the property at 69 Castle Park, Tallaght, Mr. Jonathan Smith applied to the Council to acquire a portion of a Council owned laneway to the rear of his property for incorporation into his existing garden.  The Council at its meeting held on 10th February 2014 approved the extinguishment of the public right of way over the portion of the laneway to the rear of 69 and 70 Castle Park.

The matter was referred to the Council's Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicant.

Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.0002 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 69 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/36/12 to the respective houseowner, Mr. Jonathan Smith, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as 
recommended by the Council's Valuer:-

1. That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €50 (fifty euro) plus VAT (if applicable).

2. That the subject plot is shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/36/12 having a net area of 0.0002 hectares.

3. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

4. That the subject land is not encumbered by any services.

5. That, if necessary, any right of way over the subject plot will be extinguished by the Council. 

6. That the Applicant holds the freehold or equivalent interest in No. 69 Castle Park, Tallaght,  Dublin 24. 

7. That the Applicant shall incorporate the area and any boundary feature constructed shall be in accordance with the Planning and Development and the Building Control legislation. 

8. That the Applicant shall pay Valuer's fees of €125 plus VAT. 

9. That the Applicant shall pay the Council's legal fees plus VAT and outlay. 

10. That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council's approval of the disposal. 

11. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal documents and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature. 

12. That no contract enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Siobhan O' Dea in 1964 for housing and open space purposes. 
D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.0002 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 69 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/36/12 to the respective houseowner, Mr. Jonathan Smith, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer in the foregoing report.”
 H7f)/0314 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND TO THE REAR OF 70 CASTLE PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO MR. DECLAN BRODERICK AND MRS. NATASHA BRODERICK
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Development and the Metropolitan Interest, and was CONSIDERED:
“The owners of the property at 70 Castle Park, Tallaght, Mr. Declan Broderick and Mrs. Natasha Broderick applied to the Council to acquire a portion of a Council owned 
laneway to the rear of their property for incorporation into their existing garden.  The Council at its meeting held on 10th February 2014 approved the extinguishment of the 
public right of way over the portion of the laneway to the rear of 69 and 70 Castle Park.

The matter was referred to the Council's Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicants.

Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.0008 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 70 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/37/12 to the respective houseowners, Mr. Declan Broderick and Mrs. Natasha Broderick, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer:-

1. That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €100 (one hundred euro) plus VAT (if applicable).

2. That the subject plot is shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/37/12 having a net area of 0.0008 hectares.

3. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

4. That the subject land is not encumbered by any services.

5. That, if necessary, any right of way over the subject plot will be extinguished by the Council. 

6. That the Applicants hold the freehold or equivalent interest in No. 70 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 

7. That the Applicants shall incorporate the area and any boundary feature constructed shall be in accordance with the Planning and Development and the Building Control legislation. 

8. That the Applicants shall pay Valuer's fees of €125 plus VAT. 

9. That the Applicants shall pay the Council's legal fees plus VAT and outlay. 

10. That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council's approval of the disposal. 

11. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal documents and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature. 

12. That no contract enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Siobhan O' Dea in 1964 for housing and open space purposes. 

D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:

“That the Council dispose of the plot of land measuring 0.0008 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 70 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/37/12 to the respective houseowners, Mr. Declan Broderick and Mrs. Natasha Broderick, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer in the foregoing report.”
 H7g)/0314 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES -  PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND ADJACENT TO 108 ST. MAELRUAN'S PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO MS. LOUISE LAWLOR
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Development and the Metropolitan Interest, and was CONSIDERED:
“The owner of the property at 108 St. Maelruan's Park, Tallaght, Ms. Louise Lawlor applied to the Council to acquire a plot of Council owned land adjacent to her property, for incorporation into the garden of her property.

The matter was referred to the Council's Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicant.

1. Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council disposes of the plot of land measuring 0.0006 hectares or thereabouts adjacent to 108 St. Maelruan's Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/47/13 to the houseowner, Ms. Louise Lawlor, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer:-

2. That the Council dispose of the subject plot for the consideration of €150 (one hundred and fifty euro) plus VAT (if applicable). 

3. That the subject plot is shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/47/13 having a net area of 0.0006 ha. 

4. That the plot is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession, subject to Clause 4 hereunder. 

5. That the Council retains a wayleave to services (if any) contained within the subject plot. 

6. That the Applicant shall incorporate the area into her existing property and any boundary feature constructed shall be in accordance with the Planning and Development and the Building Control legislation. 

7. That the Applicant holds the freehold or equivalent interest in No. 108 St. Maelruan's Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24. 

8. That the Applicant shall pay the Council's legal fees plus VAT and outlay. 

9. That the Applicant shall pay the Council's Valuer's fees of €250 (two hundred and fifty euro) plus VAT. 

10. That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council's approval of the disposal. 

11. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal documents and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature. 

12. That no contract enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged. 

13. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from R.E. Boothman in 1951 for housing purposes. 

D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That the Council disposes of the plot of land measuring 0.0006 hectares or thereabouts adjacent to 108 St. Maelruan's Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on the attached Drawing No. LA/47/13 to the houseowner, Ms. Louise Lawlor, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer in the foregoing report.”
 H7h)/0314 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF ESB SUB STATION SITE AT NEILSTOWN CENTRE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Development and the Metropolitan Interest, and was CONSIDERED:
“An application was received from the Electricity Supply Board, Clanwilliam House, Clanwilliam Place, Dublin 2 to regularise title to an existing sub-station site adjacent Neilstown Boxing Club premises at Neilstown, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 together with a right of way over adjacent Council owned lands to access same.  The County Architect has reported that the sub-station site has been operational since 2010 when 
the Neilstown Boxing Club was extended but the formal transfer of title to the site to the E.S.B. was not completed at that stage.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of its interest in the sub-station site as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. 3261-19, together with a grant 
right of way over the area shaded yellow on the Drawing to the Electricity Supply Board in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions:-

1.                 That the Council dispose of its interest in the subject plot as shown 
outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. 3261-19 for the consideration of €10 (ten euro).

2.                 That the Council grant the ESB a right of way over the area shown shaded in yellow on Indicative Drawing No. 3261-19  to access the sub-station site.

3.                 That the sub station site is disposed of with full freehold title.

4.                 That the ESB shall pay a contribution in respect of the Council's legal fees.

5.                 That the Law Agent shall draft the necessary documents and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in agreement of this nature.

6.                 That no contract enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged.

7.                 That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands and Houses pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 

D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED: 
“That the Council dispose of its interest in the sub-station site as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. 3261-19, together with a grant right of way over the area shaded yellow on the Drawing to the Electricity Supply Board in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as outlined in the foregoing report.”

H7i)/0314
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - TRANSFER OF LANDS TO MR. RICHARD HARRISON, 657 WHITECHURCH COTTAGES, RATHFARNHAM, DUBLIN 16
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Development and the Metropolitan Interest, and was CONSIDERED:
“The South Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase (Green Route Realignment – Ballyboden Road to Grange Road) Order 2004 was confirmed on the 20th October, 2004.

Notice to Treat was served on Mr. Richard Harrison in respect of his legal interest in Plot 32 on 18th November, 2004. Notice of Intention to Enter was served on 6th April, 2006 and the Council took possession of Plot 32 on the 8th August, 2006.

The Councils Valuer negotiated terms for the payment of compensation to Mr. Richard Harrison for the acquisition of Plot 32.  Agreement was reached to settle the claim at €8,000 (eight thousand euro) plus interest at the local loans fund rate from the date the Council took possession of the plot to the date compensation was paid, subject to conditions which included the transfer to Mr. Harrison of a small 
area which the Council had acquired from his neighbour when that acquisition was complete.  

Registration of the Council's title to that plot is now complete and accordingly, I recommend, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, that the Council transfer the lands identified and outlined in red on drawing number LA/03/14 having an area of 0.0016 Ha or thereabouts,  to Mr. Richard Harrison in accordance with the forgoing report in order to complete the agreement between South Dublin County Council 
and Mr. Harrison in relation to the acquisition of his land to facilitate the construction and realignment of the Green Route.  

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired by South Dublin County Council from Freshcape Developments Ltd. in respect of the Green Route Realignment – Ballyboden Road to Grange Road Compulsory Purchase Order for road improvement works. 

D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council transfer the lands identified and outlined in red on drawing number LA/03/14 having an area of 0.0016 Ha or thereabouts, to Mr. Richard Harrison in accordance with the forgoing report in order to complete the agreement between South Dublin County Council and Mr. Harrison in relation to the acquisition of his land to facilitate the construction and realignment of the Green Route.”  
H8/0314
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION UNDER PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001 - 2012 FOR PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF AN INFILL SOCIAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT MACUILLIAM ESTATE, FORTUNESTOWN LANE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 - 28 UNITS

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:
REPORT:
Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 outlines the requirements with respect to certain classes of developments for, on behalf of, or in partnership with Local Authorities. 

These regulations apply to the proposed construction of houses.

The proposal consists of the construction of infill housing for the provision of a new terraced street with 15 no. two-storey 4 person three bedroom units, 8 no. two-
storey 5 person three bedroom units, 5 no. two-storey three bedroom adaptable 
units.  The works to include ancillary works to the adjacent open space, landscaping and all necessary associated ancillary works on the site and adjacent areas at the South Eastern corner of MacUilliam Estate. 

15 no. 3 bedroom/4 person units
8 no. 3 bedroom/5 person units
5 no. 3 bedroom/5 person units
The proposal is being considered as part of the Council's submission to the Government's 2013 call for proposals for inclusion on a local authority housing construction led job stimulus programme.

The proposal is illustrated in the accompanying drawings

MacUilliam Infill P-01 Site Location Map
MacUilliam Infill P-02 Site Constraints
MacUilliam Infill P-03 Site Layout Plan
MacUilliam Infill P-04 Contiguous Street Elevations
MacUilliam Infill P-05 Contiguous Rear Elevations
A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2012 was published on the 19th December 2013 in the Tallaght Echo. 

Plans and particulars of the development were made available for inspection by the public for a period of six weeks from Friday 20th December 2013 until Friday 7th February 2014 and a further period of two weeks until Friday 21st February 2014 for the making of written submissions and observations to the Council in relation to the matter. 

One submission was received from MacUilliam Residents as follows:

Submission hyperlink: 

The following were the issues raised: 

Issue:  Entrances / Exits to estate 

Response: The scheme is designed to slow traffic speeds, increasing pedestrian and cycle safety. Options for improvement of access / exit to the estate will be considered and included in an overall budget package for submission to the DoECLG.

Issue: Concerns over increased construction traffic, construction material and trucks moving through the estate as part of the construction traffic

Response: The Council will address construction Health and Safety issues as part of the project tendering process.  Examination of option for gaining alternative access have proved unsuccessful.  

Issue: Community Space 

Response:  It is understood that the matter of access / use of the existing community space on site has been resolved. MacUilliam also contains extensive provision in the form of a large children's playground, Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA), and a well-planted open space.  
There are also large scale Council owned community facilities in neighbouring areas which are capable of servicing this community. 
Issue: Car Parking 

Response: Options for alleviation of parking issues will be considered and included in an overall budget package for submission to the DoECLG.

Issue: Requirement for additional ramp and signage at MacUilliam Avenue 

Response: Funding for this will be included in an overall budget package for submission to the DoECLG.

Issue: Upgrade to park area in front of proposed development 

Response: Options for improved landscaping will be considered and included in an overall budget package for submission to the DoECLG.

One other submission was received outside of the statutory timeframe the contents of which however have been noted and discussion has taken place.

Architect's Report
As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is recommended that the development proceed as published.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr and C. King, to which Mr. Coman responded and agreed to if possible include the erection of wall guards as part of the submission for funding to the Department of the Environment Community and Local Government.
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED:

“That, as the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, the development proceed as published.”

H9/0314
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION UNDER PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001 - 2012 FOR PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF AN INFILL SOCIAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT MAYFIELD PARK, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 - 18 UNITS 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:
“Part 8 of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001-2012 outlines the requirements with respect to certain classes of developments for, on behalf of, or in partnership with Local Authorities. 

These regulations apply to the proposed construction of houses.

The proposal consists of the construction of Infill Housing with 10 no. two-storey 4 person three bedroom units, 4 no. two-storey 5 person three bedroom units, 4 no. two-storey three bedroom adaptable units. The works to include utility works, landscaping and all necessary associated ancillary works on the site and adjacent areas. 

The proposal is being considered as part of the Council's submission to the Government's 2013 call for proposals for inclusion on a local authority housing construction led job stimulus programme.

The proposal is illustrated in the accompanying drawings

Mayfield Phase 2 - 01-Site Location Map
Mayfield Phase 2 - 02-Constraints Drawing
Mayfield Phase 2 - 03-Site Layout
Mayfield Phase 2 - 04-Street Elevations Sheet 1
Mayfield Phase 2 - 05-Street Elevations Sheet 2
Mayfield Phase 2 - 06-K4 Ground & First Floor Plans
Mayfield Phase 2 - 07-K5 Ground & First Floor Plans
Mayfield Phase 2 - 08-K4 & K5 Elevations
Mayfield Phase 2 - p09-K4 & K5 Typical Section
Mayfield Phase 2 - 10-L4 Ground Floor Plan
Mayfield Phase 2 - 11-L4 First Floor Plan
Mayfield Phase 2 - 12-L4 Elevations
Mayfield Phase 2 - 13-L4 Typical Section
Mayfield Phase 2 - 14-K6 Ground Floor Plan
Mayfield Phase 2 - 16-K6 Elevations
Mayfield Phase 2 - 17-K6 Typical Sections
Mayfield Phase 2 - 15-K6 First & Second Floor Plans
Mayfield Phase 2 - 15-K6 First & Second Floor Plans
A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2012 was published on the 19th December 2013 in the Tallaght Echo. 

Plans and particulars of the development were made available for inspection by the public for a period of six weeks from Friday 20th December 2013 until Friday 7th February 2014 and a further period of two weeks until Friday 21st February 2014 for the making of written submissions and observations to the Council in relation to the matter.

No written submissions or observations were received.  

Architect's Report
As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is recommended that the development proceed as published.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors B. Bonner, G. Kenny and C. King, to which Mr. Coman responded.  

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor B. Bonner, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny and AGREED:

“That, as the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, the development proceed as published.”

H10/0314
PART 8 REPORT - PROPOSED TALLAGHT TO TEMPLEOGUE CYCLE TRACK SCHEME PHASE 1 - REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 24th February 2014.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee to proceed with the scheme to detailed design stage as per the report.
MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, February 24, 2014

HEADED ITEM NO. 8

Proposed Tallaght to Templeogue Cycle Track Scheme Phase 1 Report on Public Consultation

Link to maps on SDCC.ie 
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1. Introduction

As part of a 5 year programme of schemes funded by the National Transport Authority (NTA), SDCC has designed a cycle track along Old Blessington Road, Main Street Tallaght, Old Tallaght Road and Templeogue Road (R137). Details and merits of the Scheme are outlined in Section 3 of this report.

2. Public consultation 

Pursuant to the requirements of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2011(as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 - 2012, Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of plans and particulars of the proposed scheme were published in the public press on Wednesday the 4th of December 2013.

The Scheme was on public display from Thursday 5th December 2013 to Monday 27th January 2014 at the following four locations:

· County Hall, Tallaght

· County Library, Tallaght

· Ballyroan Library, Rathfarnham

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development of the area in which the development would be situated were invited to be made in writing to the County Council up to Monday 10th February 2014.  A total of four submissions in relation to the proposed scheme were received. 
Accordingly, the following report has been prepared:

3. Description of the Nature and Extent of the Proposed Development and the Principal Features thereof

South Dublin County Council seeks to provide a new cycle route from Old Blessington Road at IT Tallaght to the Templeogue Road/Old Bridge junction via Main Street Tallaght, Old Tallaght Road, Templeogue Road (R137). The proposed scheme extends over a distance of approximately 4 kilometres.
It is expected that the scheme will deliver substantial modal shift especially among younger people travelling from the local residential areas to the trip attractors along the route. It is also expected that the scheme will provide an attractive commuter route that will link to other strategic routes.

3.1  Merits of the Scheme

The benefits to be achieved from the scheme are:

· Provision of a safe, coherent and attractive pedestrian and cycle route with a high Quality of Service and good linkage between residential areas and the key trip attractors;
· Improved cyclist and pedestrian safety particularly at busy junctions;

· Encourage a modal shift among the local population to walking and cycling as safe and convenient means of making local trips;

· Provision of sustainable transport in line with government policies and funding criteria, as part of a network of cycling facilities being currently developed.

3.2  Proposed Scheme

The proposed works comprise the following:

· Provision of 4km of new cycle route from Old Blessington Road at IT Tallaght to the Templeogue Road/Old Bridge junction via Main Street Tallaght, Old Tallaght Road, Templeogue Road (R137);

· Cycle facilities to include: shared street (motorised vehicles and cyclists) on Old Blessington Road and Main Street Tallaght; new one-way raised cycle tracks on both sides of Old Tallaght Road; shared street at Brookmount Lawns; upgrade to existing pedestrian/cyclist route over M50; upgrade of existing two-way cycle track on north side of R137; combined bus and cycle lane on south side of Templeogue Road (R137) between M50 interchange and Spawell Roundabout; upgrade of existing cycle tracks on Templeogue Road (R137) between Spawell Roundabout and Old Bridge junction;

· Pedestrian and cyclist safety improvement works at a number of junctions on the route;

· Introduction of 30km/h speed limit on Old Blessington Road and Main Street Tallaght between Belgard Road junction and Greenhills Road junction;

· Replacement of affected trees and other landscaping works throughout the scheme;

· Footpath improvement works where required;

· Improvements to existing bus stops along the route;

· Removal of a 200m section of bus lane on Old Tallaght Road;

· Provision of new road drainage and associated works where required;
· Provision of new public lighting, road markings and cycle route signage.
3.3  Evaluation of the likely implications, if any, of the proposed development with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be sustained

The proposed scheme will involve the delivery of a cycle route that provides high quality linkage between residential areas and the key trip attractors (Schools/College, Sports Clubs, local shops etc.). This will improve the cycling offer and encourage modal shift among the local population to cycle as a safe and convenient means of making local trips (work, school/college, recreational trips).

The implementation of the proposed scheme is identified in the South Dublin County Development Plan (2010 – 2016) where it is an objective of the Council to establish a cycle route network in the County within the time period of the Plan.

4. List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development

1. Mairead Forsythe, Dublin Cycling Campaign

2. Cormac Deane

3. Paul Foley, Fianna Fail Local Area Rep. Templeogue/Terenure

4. National Roads Authority

5. Summary of the issues with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area raised by persons or bodies who made submissions or observations and the response of the South Dublin County Council thereto:

5.1  
Belgard Road junction

Issue 1 [Refer to Submission no. 1]

The scheme should include the full Belgard Road junction. The junction needs to be made more cyclist and pedestrian friendly. Please clarify how cyclists will exit this junction going north, south and west. 

Council's response:

The Belgard Road junction is outside the extents of the proposed scheme. The junction forms part of Route S05 on the NTA Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network. This route is currently being developed by South Dublin County Council and will include an upgrade of the junction.

5.2 
Old Bawn Road – Main Road junction 

Issue 2 [Refer to Submission no. 1]

The proposed 30km/h zone should be extended to include the section of the Old Bawn Road from the Main Road junction to the N81. 

Council's response:

The Old Bawn Road is outside the extents of the proposed scheme. This section of road forms part of Route S05 on the NTA Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network. The provision of traffic calming measures including 30km/h zones on this link will be considered as part of the design of the route.

Issue 3 [Refer to Submission no. 1]

Large bicycle logos should be included throughout the 30km/h zone on shared roads. 

Council's response:

It is proposed to mark shared streets with large bicycle logos in accordance with the National Cycle Manual guidelines.

Issue 4 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The carriageway should be reduced to 6m to help reduce traffic speeds. 

Council's response:

It is intended that, where possible, carriageway widths on shared streets will be reduced to 6m as part of the proposed traffic calming measures in accordance with the National Cycle Manual and the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS).

Issue 5 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The scheme should include the addition of secure, preferably covered, bicycle parking in Tallaght Village, to encourage increased cycle access. 

Council's response:

Secure bicycle parking will be provided as part of the scheme, subject to the identification of suitable locations in the Village at detailed design stage.

5.3 
Greenhills Road junction 

Issue 6 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Advanced Stacking Locations (ASLs) should be provided on all four arms of the junction. The cycle lane should continue across the junction in the east-west direction. 

Council's response:

ASLs have been provided on the east-west arms only because a cycle lane has been provided to allow cyclists to access such a facility. There are currently no cycle lanes on the north-south arms (Greenhills Road) that would allow cyclists to feed into an ASL.

The cycle lane in the east-west direction is terminated at the stop line on the eastern arm of the junction. A cycle lane is not brought through the junction in order to allow cyclists to establish the correct lane position before entering the shared street on the west side of the junction.

Issue 7 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
No proper facilities are provided for cyclists coming from the Greenhills Road (north) direction. 

Council's response:

The Greenhills Road is outside the extents of the proposed scheme The Greenhills Road forms part of Route 8B on the NTA Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network. The provision of cycle tracks/lanes on this road will be developed as part of the design of this route.

5.4 
Old Tallaght Road (Main Road)

Issue 8 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The treatment used on the northern side of the road should be mirrored on the southern side, i.e. island bus stop with the cycle track continuing behind the bus shelter. 

Council's response:

Fully segregated bus stop options will be considered at detailed design stage. Where possible, bus stops will be designed to provide segregation between buses and cyclists. At this particular location, the impact on existing trees and residential accesses will inform the decision on the bus stop design.

Issue 9 [Refer to Submission no. 1]  
Access to Castle Park for cyclists should be provided. 

Council's response:

The existing accesses to Castle Park will be examined at detailed design stage to ensure that they are suitable for cyclists.

5.4 
Old Tallaght Road (Main Road)

Issue 10 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Many experienced cyclists will not use the jug turn. Facilities for cyclists to make on-road right turns should also be included. 

Council's response:

The jug turn has been provided here as it is the most appropriate method for right turn manoeuvres at the junction, given the speed limit and traffic volumes. 

Additional facilities for cyclists wishing to make the on-road turn will be considered at detailed design stage.

Issue 11 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
No provision has been made for cyclists travelling to Avonmore Road via Glenview Park.

Council's response:

The route from Old Tallaght Road to Avonmore Road is identified on the NTA Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network The route also provides a link to the Dodder Green Route. This route is outside the scope of the Tallaght to Templeogue Route and will be developed as part of the Cycle Network.

A Toucan crossing is provided as part of the proposed scheme at the junction of Old Tallaght Road and Glenview Park to provide access for cyclists to Glenview Park.

5.4 
Glenview Roundabout

Issue 12 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The areas around the roundabout should be shared cyclist/pedestrian areas rather than footpaths. 

Council's response:

It is proposed that the areas around the roundabout will be shared surfaces.

5.5
Pedestrian/cyclist ramp at Tymon Lane

Issue 13 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
There is currently a danger for cyclists due to an exposed set of steps. Has this danger been addressed? 

Council's response:

The area at the existing ramp and steps will be fully upgraded to include a new widened ramp, new steps with bicycle wheeling channel, public lighting and signage. New guard rails will be provided on the approach to the top of the steps to guide cyclists and wheelchair users away from the steps and towards the ramp.

5.6
Spawell Roundabout 

Issue 14 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The junction is very slow for cyclists travelling east to west and the layout would not encourage cyclists to use the Toucan crossings at this junction due to the staggered two leg crossings. 

Council's response:

The Toucan crossings on the south, east and west arms of the roundabout are two-stage crossings in order to provide reasonably short distances across the dual carriageways for both pedestrians and cyclists. The toucan crossing at Wellington Lane is a one-stage crossing. 

The proposed scheme will include directional signage for cyclists directing them to the cyclists travelling east to west to cross to the northern side of the road to use the Wellington Lane crossing and the two-way cycle track towards the M50.

It is proposed to review the Toucan crossing signal timings to ensure that waiting times for pedestrians and cyclists are minimised as much as possible.

Issue 15 [Refer to Submission no. 3]
The Spawell Roundabout Upgrade scheme should be reviewed. There are long delays for traffic approaching the roundabout from Wellington Lane. The lane widths appear to be insufficient. 

Council's response:

The operation of the roundabout has been monitored since the completion of the upgrade by on-site observations and the installation of cameras to measure journey times and vehicle delay and queue lengths. 

Following an analysis of this data, a decision will be made on whether additional measures are required. However, the Wellington Lane Cycle Scheme, which is currently at an advanced stage of design, may provide a solution on the approach to the roundabout from Wellington Lane, provided approval can be obtained from the National Transport Authority.

5.6
Templeogue Road 

Issue 16 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The cycle track on the north side of the road between Cheeverstown and the Spawell Roundabout should be maintained as a two-way track. 

Council's response:

A new cycle track has been provided on the southern side of Templeogue Road to enable cyclists to stay on this side of the road for the entire length of the road (i.e. between Old Bridge Road junction and the M50 pedestrian/cyclist bridge. Cyclists will no longer be forced to cross at Cheeverstown to continue their east west journey. 

The option of a two-way cycle track on the north side of the road between Cheeverstown and the Spawell Roundabout will be considered at detailed design stage. The design of this option will be dependent on overcoming heritage issues relating to the protected Stone Arch adjacent to the entrance to Templeogue House.

Issue 17 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Raised table junctions should be provided at the entrances to Cheeverstown House and Templeogue House to slow traffic exiting across the pedestrian and cyclist paths. 

Council's response:

The provision of entry treatments at both entrances will be considered as part of the detailed design of the scheme.

Issue 18 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Signage and bicycle logos on the road should be provided to show cyclists travelling east along the Templeogue Road how they should position themselves for travelling left, right or straight ahead.

Council's response:

It is proposed to provide cyclist signage along the route as part of the detailed design of the scheme. 

5.7
Old Bridge Road – Templeogue Road junction 

Issue 19 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The existing southbound cycle lane on Old Bridge Road is inadequate. 

Council's response:

It is proposed to replace the existing two traffic lanes and narrow advisory cycle lane on the southbound side of the Old Bridge Road with one traffic lane and a widened mandatory cycle lane.

Issue 20 [Refer to Submission no. 3]
It appears that lane widths are to be narrowed on Old Bridge Road to put in cycle lanes. This may have the effect of introducing delays to traffic and should be reviewed.

Council's response:

It is proposed to replace the existing 4no. traffic lanes and 2no. narrow advisory cycle lanes with 3 no. traffic lanes (2 no. northbound and 1 no. southbound) and 2 no. mandatory cycle lanes. The traffic lane widths will be a minimum of 3.0m, which will not have a detrimental impact on traffic.

Issue 21 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The proposed bicycle parking near the junction is not needed and would be more useful in Tallaght and Templeogue Villages.

Council's response:

The proposed bicycle parking is provided adjacent to the bus stop to provide for and encourage bicycle trips between residential areas and public transport stops. Bicycle parking will be installed at various locations along the route.  The exact locations will be determined during the detailed design of the scheme. 

5.8
General Observations 

Issue 22 [Refer to Submission no. 4]
The National Roads Authority (NRA) supports the need to create a strong cycling culture in Ireland and to make all cities, towns, villages and rural areas bicycle friendly. Transportation infrastructural designs need to be cycling friendly such that routes taken by cyclists are safe, direct, coherent, attractive and comfortable. The Council is reminded of the requirements of NRA BD 2 – Technical Approval of Road Structures on Motorways and Other National Roads for structures. The Technical Acceptance requirements, if any, for the assessment, alteration, modification, strengthening and repair of all road structures affected by national road schemes shall be agreed with the Bridge Management Section of the NRA.

Council's response:

The Council notes the comments submitted by the NRA.

Issue 23 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Dublin Cycling Campaign welcomes the overall scheme, which provides for a significant improvement in the provision for cyclists and pedestrians and also provides for a significant improvement in the provision for cyclists and pedestrians and also provides for improved design at some bus stops.

Council's response:

Noted.

Issue 24 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The proposed design should be complemented by the installation of directional signage. 

Council's response:

It is proposed to provide dedicated cyclist directional signage at appropriate locations along the route. The exact locations and type of signage will be determined at detailed design of the scheme.

Issue 25 [Refer to Submission no. 2]
The proposals should provide as much segregation as possible between pedestrians and cyclists at bus stops and between cars and cyclists in general.

Council's response:

The route has been designed to provide as much segregation as possible between the different modes.

Issue 26 [Refer to Submission no. 2]
Reduction of speed limits is essential in making cycle routes usable, particularly for school children, whose parents will not allow them into fast traffic.

Council's response:

The scheme proposes a 30km/h speed limit in Tallaght Village in order to reduce speeds where cyclists and vehicular traffic will share the street. Throughout the remainder of the route the cyclist facilities have been designed to provide as much segregation as possible between cyclists and traffic. Traffic calming measures are also proposed in key areas, such as at the roundabout at Glenview Lawns.

Issue 27 [Refer to Submission no. 3]
The kerb between the raised cycle track and the road is not sufficiently high.

Council's response:

It is proposed to provide a full height kerb (100mm – 125mm) where possible to provide the best possible segregation between bicycles and vehicles. The kerb height will be lowered at driveways etc. to allow vehicle access.

Issue 28 [Refer to Submission no. 3]
Every effort should be made to reduce the number of trees which will need to be removed as part of the scheme.

Council's response:

The number of trees to be removed has been kept to a minimum. Any tree removed as part of the scheme will be replaced with a new tree to be positioned as close as possible to its original location.

Issue 29 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The scheme should extend to Templeogue Village as the cycling facilities are sub-standard.

Council's response:

The current scheme is Phase 1 of the Tallaght to Templeogue Cycle Route. Phase 2 of the scheme will comprise the section of the route between Old Bridge junction and Fortfield Road junction, which includes Templeogue Village. 

6. Recommendations based on the submissions received 

Following consideration of the submissions received, it is proposed to proceed with the scheme to detailed design stage. The following items will be addressed at detailed design stage:

· Provision of directional signage for cyclists;

· Provision of bicycle parking in Tallaght Village and at appropriate bus stops, subject to the identification of suitable locations;

· Review of bus stop designs and revised design where necessary to provide greater segregation between cyclists and traffic;

· Review of the operation of Toucan crossings on Spawell Roundabout;

· Consider the provision of 6m wide shared street in Tallaght Village in accordance with DMURS guidelines;

· Consider the provision of two-way cycle track on north side of road between Cheeverstown and Spawell Roundabout.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and AGREED:


“That the Council proceed with the scheme to detailed design stage as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H11/0314
PART 8 REPORT - PROPOSED N81 (FORTUNESTOWN TO N82) CYCLE TRACK SCHEME - REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001 – 2012

Proposed N81 (Fortunestown to N82) Cycle Track Scheme Report on Public Consultation.

The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 24th February 2014.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee to proceed with the scheme to detailed design stage as per the report.

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, February 24, 2014

HEADED ITEM NO. 8

Top of Form

Proposed N81 (Fortunestown to N82) Cycle Track Scheme Report on Public Consultation.
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Recommendations based on the submissions received




1. Introduction

As part of a 5 year programme of schemes funded by the National Transport Authority (NTA), SDCC has prepared a design for the development and improvement of facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and bus users along the N81 from Blessington Road near Knockmore Gardens to the junction with the Citywest Road (formerly N82). 

2. Public consultation 

Pursuant to the requirements of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001, Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of plans and particulars of the proposed scheme were published in the public press on Wednesday the 25th of July 2012.

The Scheme was on public display between Thursday 5th December and Friday 27th January 2014 at the following locations:

· County Hall, Tallaght

· County Library, Tallaght

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development of the area in which the development would be situated were invited to be made in writing to the County Council up to Monday 10th February 2014.  A total of 5 submissions in relation to the proposed scheme were received. Accordingly, the following report has been prepared.

3. Description of the Nature and Extent of the Proposed Development and the Principal Features thereof

South Dublin County Council seeks to provide enhancements to the road corridor for cyclists, pedestrians and bus users of the N81 over the extents described above while maintaining current vehicular capacity throughout. The proposed scheme will provide an unbroken route for cyclists and pedestrians over the extent of the scheme (some 2km) in a safer fashion, as well as providing safer links to recognised destinations along the route.

The primary aim of the project is to provide a safe and attractive environment to encourage greater use of sustainable travel modes for trips to work, education, and for recreation. With this in mind, the key objective was to prepare a scheme that improves the quality of service offered to pedestrians and cyclists along the N81 road corridor. This is broadly in line with modern design standards which aim to design for pedestrians and cyclists first, rather than motor vehicles, and offering improved pedestrian and cyclist links within the existing road network.

It is anticipated that the scheme will deliver a modal shift among younger people travelling from the local residential areas along the route to schools, recreational facilities and local parks. It is also expected that the scheme will provide a safer connection to outlying areas beyond the urban conurbations for leisure cyclists looking to venture into the Wicklow Mountains.

It is proposed to take part of the route through the existing Kiltalown Park with a view to avoiding the unsafe interaction of pedestrians and cyclists with motorised traffic through this precarious stretch of the N81 road alongside the park. The width of the N81 at this location is spatially constrained by the existing heritage wall to the north and a stream to the south. The additional benefits of taking the route through the park will also provide improved connectivity for local residential areas to the north of the park.

In addition to the provision of a clear route running east west, a major component of the scheme is the provision of improvements to the existing pedestrian/cyclist crossing facilities running north to south at several key locations along the route. The aim here is to link safely those residential areas on both sides of the N81 with public amenities on the opposite side. 

Bus users will also be better served by improved facilities including Real Time Passenger Information on inbound routes, better landing points and footpath connections. Enhancements to controlled crossings and the addition of safer uncontrolled crossing points will also provide safer destination connectivity.

3.1 Merits of the Scheme

The general benefits to be achieved from the scheme are:

· A high-quality ‘unbroken’ route that provides linkage to key local trip attractors and strategic cycle routes with a minimum Quality of Service of Level B in accordance with  the Nation Cycle Manual;

· Modal shift for school pupils, members of sports clubs, etc. ;

· Improved cyclist and pedestrian safety at busy junctions including the N81 Jobstown Road Kiltalown Heights;

· Safe transition of pedestrians and cyclists from existing facilities;

· Provision of sustainable transport in line with government policies and funding criteria, as part of a network of cycling facilities being currently developed;

· Clearance of overgrown vegetation to provide improved visibility 

· Enhanced public lighting along the route in particular through the park;

· Enhancements to landscaping along the route with minimal  tree removal (5 maximum with direct replacement within 20 metres);

· Adjustment of the Blessington Road Hazel Hill junction to improve visibility and alignment;

· Enhanced and clear pedestrian cycle signage and markings throughout the scheme with improved/new white lining;

· Speed reduction of vehicular traffic through the study area

3.2 Proposed Scheme

The proposed works will comprise of the following key elements:

The construction of:

· 400 metres  of new independent footpath;

· 1110 metres  of new dedicated 2 way cycleway;

· 500 metres of shared pedestrian cycle path through a park;

· 600 metres of improved shared pedestrian cycle path alongside the existing N81;

· 2 raised tables at existing priority junctions to improve pedestrian’s crossing and speed reduction on approach

The enhancement of

· 8 existing bus stops with new or improved footpath waiting areas and provision for real-time information for inbound buses;

· 3 existing junctions at Citywest Road, Jobstown Road and Hazel Hill Road with all round provision for cyclists and pedestrians as well as maintaining current levels of capacity.

· Public lighting along the route 

· Landscaping along the route

· New controlled and uncontrolled crossing facilities to enhance access north to south as well as improved linkage with existing bus stops;

· All round controlled pedestrian facilities at 3 existing signalised junctions;

The addition of 

· A clear signage strategy

· Road drainage and associated works where required;

· A new toucan crossing at Knockmore Gardens.

3.3 Evaluation of the likely implications, if any, of the proposed development with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be sustained

The proposed scheme will involve the delivery of a clear unbroken pedestrian cycle route extending existing routes and offering improved connectivity with residential areas and key trip attractors and public amenities. (Schools/College, Sports Clubs, local shops etc.). This will offer a more attractive environment for vulnerable road users encouraging a modal shift among the local population to walking, cycling or public transport usage as a safe and convenient means of making local trips.

The implementation of the proposed scheme is identified in the South Dublin County Development Plan (2010 – 2016) where it is an objective of the Council to establish a cycle route network in the County within the time period of the Plan.

4. List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development

The following submissions were received with regard to the displayed scheme:

5. Tara Spain, Nation Roads Authority, St Martin’s House, Waterloo Road, Dublin 4 (31st January 2014)

6. Mairead Forsythe, Dublin Cycling Campaign, PO Box 10295, Dublin 3 (7th February 2014)

7. Cormac Deane, email (7th February 2014)

8. Aine Hickey (9th February 2014)

9. Gordon White, c/o Fahy Fitzpatrick Consulting Engineers,2057 Castle Drive, Citywest Campus, Naas Road, Dublin 24

5. Summary of the issues with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area raised by persons or bodies who made submissions or observations and the response of the South Dublin County Council thereto:

5.1 Submission 1

Observation
It is generally noted that the National Roads Authority broadly welcomes the implementation of this scheme and merely provides a reminder to the Local Authority that all proposed structures alongside the route must be approved by the Bridge Management Section of the NRA in accordance with the requirements of BD 2 Technical Approval of Road Structures on Motorways and Other National Roads.

Council's response:

 
The Council notes the comments submitted by the NRA.

5.2 Submission 2

It is generally noted that the Dublin Cycling Campaign broadly welcomes the implementation of this scheme and make the following general observations:

Observation 1

We recommend that the design is complemented by the installation of directional signage to encourage the use of the cycle paths as many cyclists and potential cyclists are unaware of cycle routes in their area.

Council's response:

A signage strategy will be prepared in full accordance with current policy and guidelines as part of the detailed design process and will reflect the interconnectivity of the surrounding cycle network.

Observation 2

We expect that many experienced leisure cyclists travelling from Tallaght towards Blessington will continue to use the main road. Has any consideration been given to signage so that motorists continue to expect cyclists on the main road?

Council's response:

Every effort has been made, and will continue to be made through the detail design process, to ensure the route is signed, geometrically direct and as accessible as possible to meet the needs of the majority of cyclists, both leisure and those more proficient. 

It is appreciated that the more accomplished cyclist may well prefer to use the road to avoid conflict with pedestrians and the slow moving leisure cyclist. However, this stretch of road is precarious in places and particularly alongside Kiltalown Park. There are also many junction and access interfaces throughout the study area. Consequently the Local Authority will endeavour to direct the majority of cyclists onto the newly developed route by improving the physical geometry of the route, installation of toucan controlled crossings at key interface locations and make use of high visibility signage to ensure priority is clear. It is also worthy of note that the proposed route, while redirected, is no longer in length.

Notwithstanding the above, those cyclists that still favour remaining on road will be accounted for. The detailed design process will include provision for additional warning signage and markings in road along the extents of the road clearly indicating the presence of cyclists and pedestrians along the route. It is further noted that the Local Authority, in consultation with the National Roads Authority, will make every effort to seek the reduction of speed limits through the study area to provide further protection.
Observation 3

The proposed scheme will deliver cyclists to the CITYWEST ROAD junction at Citywest where they rejoin roads with speed limits of 60kph (both the CITYWEST ROAD and the N81 westbound).  There are (almost) no segregated facilities for cyclists, and many roundabouts to negotiate in the Citywest Business Campus.  We would like to see speed limits reduced to 50kph throughout the Campus as the current speed of traffic is unsafe and threatening to cyclists. While this may be outside the scope of the scheme, the uptake on the proposed cycling facilities will be considerably reduced if cyclists travelling to Citywest do not have safe facilities when they arrive at the Campus.  This has unfortunately been exemplified by the recent cyclist fatality at the Brownsbarn roundabout near Citywest.

Members of the Dublin Cycling Campaign would be happy to cycle the route with the design team (consultants and Local Authority engineers) at a mutually agreeable time, so as to discuss the points raised in this submission

Council's response:

We fully acknowledge the vulnerability of cyclists both within the study area and on its periphery. It is also correctly observed that the scope of this particular scheme does not extend to include the areas highlighted. However, the Local Authority, in consultation with the National Roads Authority, will make every effort to seek the reduction of speed limits through the study area and will give the necessary consideration to the issues raised as further extensions to this study, also ensuring that interfaces with the study area are fully considered and connected safely and motorists made fully aware of the likelihood of cyclists and pedestrians in the area.

It is worthy of note that both this scheme and the Citywest Road form part of the adopted Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network. Hence detailed linkages to the CITYWEST ROAD and beyond will form key components of this scheme to ensure continuity. The Citywest Road is likely to form part of the development plans in the short term future to realise the objectives of the cycle network. 

The Local Authority also welcomes the opportunity to cycle the route with members of the Dublin Cycling Campaign to discuss the issues raised to ensure the detail design meets the majority of the scheme objectives.

Observation 4

Bus Stops at 200, 600 and 850 (inbound)

There is potential for conflicts between cyclists and people waiting for the bus at these bus stops. Island bus stops would be preferable if there is sufficient room (see Cycle Manual (http://www.cyclemanual.ie/manual/detailsright/busstops/).

Council's response:

Space is at a premium between boundaries in the cross section throughout the study area. However, the cyclist pedestrian interaction at the bus stops highlighted has been considered as part of the preliminary design and reflects the requirements of the National Cycle Manual. Nonetheless, if further opportunities arise through the detail geometrical design, due consideration of this observation will be made and further enhancements made.

Observation 5

Newhall Court Junction

We recommend clarity on priority for cyclists travelling along the Main Road from west to east be provided by inclusion of a Yield line for exiting cars. It is not clear from the existing drawings.

Council's response:

The large scale of the drawing and level of detail may not have made the eastbound cyclists priority clear. The detail design drawings will clearly illustrate the yield line and cyclist priority at the Newhall Road junction and De Selby Road junction.

Observation 6

Kiltalown Park 

We note the shared use proposals in Kiltalown Park and, while we recognise that this is a major step forward in improved cycle provision, we suggest that usage levels and possible conflicts be monitored post-construction.

Council's response:

The detail design, in consultation with the NTA, will call for covert cycle counters to monitor usage levels through the park. Post Construction Stage Road Safety Audits are also proposed as part of the design process to monitor ongoing interactions. 

5.3 Submission 3

It is generally noted that the Cormac Deane welcomes the implementation of this scheme and makes the following general observations. 
Observation 1

I would like to make a plea for as much segregation as possible between pedestrians and cycles at bus stops, and especially between cars and cycles in general.

Council's response:

The cyclist bus pedestrian interaction at the bus stops have been considered as part of the preliminary design and reflects the requirements of the National Cycle Manual.

The proposed cycle route is generally segregated from motorised vehicular traffic through the entire study area and has achieved a Quality of Service Level B in accordance with the National Cycle Manual.

Observation 2

Reduction of speed limits is essential in making cycle routes usable, particularly for school children, whose parent will not allow them into fast traffic. Signage such as happy face indicators for correct speed can be very helpful in this regard.

Council's response:

The proposed cycle route is generally segregated from motorised vehicular traffic through the entire study area and has achieved a Quality of Service level B in accordance with the National Cycle Manual. Toucan controlled crossing facilities are also proposed for larger junctions and key interfaces.

Nevertheless, the Local Authority, in consultation with the National Roads Authority, will make every effort to seek the reduction of speed limits through the study area and will give due consideration to the issues raised as further extensions to this study.

Furthermore, a signage strategy will be prepared in full accordance with current policy and guidelines as part of the detailed design process reflecting the interconnectivity of the surrounding cycle network and taking into account the suggestions made.

5.4 Submission 4

It is generally noted that the Aine Hickey welcomes the implementation of this scheme and comments that ‘it will be a great improvement’ and making the following general observations. 

Observation 1

The bus stops. From the plans it looks like there will be a conflict between cyclist/buses/passengers. These need to be clearly designed to minimise this.

Council's response:

The cyclist bus pedestrian interaction at the bus stops have been considered as part of the preliminary design and reflect the requirements of the National Cycle Manual..

Observation 2

Cycle access. There are a number of points where pedestrians can access the road, but cars cannot ( Eg Belfy Grove). Does this plan take into account if these access pints are also to be bike friendly? In many locations there are kerbs. Replacing these with ramps can make a big difference to cyclists and anyone with a pram. There is no use building great cycling facilities if it is hard to access them. 

Council's response:

All pedestrian cycle access points along the route will be considered individually and where possible, within the scope of the proposed scheme, will be improved to allow ease of access onto the new route for cyclists, mobility restricted and those with prams. 

It should be noted however, that many of these access points are not in charge with the Local Authority and would require agreement with local land owners to implement. Nevertheless, the Local Authority will make every effort to ensure that all accesses are considered.   
5.5 Submission 5

It is generally noted that the Fahy Fitzpatrick, on behalf of their clients Place Properties and Citywest Limited, generally welcome the proposed improvements scheme but would have some reservations and make the following general observations. 

Observation 1

Place Properties Ltd are the registered owners of folio no. DN92893F, within which part of the works (at the western end, around the junction of the Citywest Road) are to take place.

Citywest Limited are the developers of Citywest Campus and of Citywest Road. Whilst the carriageway of Citywest Road is in the charge of South Dublin County Council the verges are not and are maintained by Citywest Ltd. In particular the open area between Corbally Way, Citywest Road the Blessington Road as shown hatched in green on the attached extract from your drawing forms part of the Place Properties folio and is maintained by Citywest Limited. The County Council will need the assent of these parties to carry out the proposed works 

Council's response:

The Local Authority acknowledges the extents of ownership of Place Properties and Citywest Ltd. Every effort has been made to avoid impact on lands not in charge with South Dublin County Council, however, some additional space in this area may be required to maximise the benefits of the scheme and ensure that traffic capacity is not reduced. 

Notwithstanding the above, the Local Authority will continue to consult, through Fahy Fitzpatrick, with Place Properties and Citywest Ltd, to ensure that where additional land is required to achieve the objectives for the scheme, full written consent will be obtained before procurement of any works commences.

6. Recommendations based on the submissions received 

Following consideration of all the submissions received it appears that the scheme is broadly welcomed by all. Consequently, it is not proposed to change the core design philosophy for the scheme as the generally positive observations made will form part of the detailed design process. 

The following key elements will be given specific consideration through the detailed design process together with follow up consultation with those groups submitting observations to ensure that all concerns are addressed and taken into consideration.

· All structures proposed as part of the scheme will be submitted and discussed with the NRA Bridge Management section in accordance with BD2

· A detailed signage and marking strategy will be applied to the scheme in line with current policy and guidelines

· Consideration, where space allows, to provide island based bus stops.

· Consideration of speed reductions in Citywest Campus and N81, subject to extension of the scope of this study and consultation with the National Roads Authority.

· The inclusion of cycle counters at discrete locations in consultation with the NTA

· The consideration of all pedestrian access points along the scheme to ensure bike/mobility/pram friendly, subject to consultation and agreement with private land owners as necessary
· Continued consultation with Fahy Fitzpatrick, on behalf of Place Properties and Citywest Ltd, with regard to spatial requirements and consents to maximise the benefits of the scheme.
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The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED:


“That the Council proceed with the scheme to detailed design stage as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H12/0314
PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER LANEWAY BETWEEN 56/58 HEATHERVIEW DRIVE AND 51/53 HEATHERVIEW CLOSE, AYLESBURY, DUBLIN 24. MAP REF: RE 9812
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. E. Taaffe, Director of Land Use, Planning and Transportation, and was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on 24th February 2014.  


It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and AGREED

“that this Committee recommends to the Council that the Public Right of Way over laneway between 56/58 Heatherview Drive and 51/53 Heatherview Close, Aylesbury, Dublin 24, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 9812 be extinguished.”

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right of way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under section 73 of the Roads Act 1993 hereby orders that the public right of way over laneway between 56/58 Heatherview Drive and 51/53 Heatherview Close, Aylesbury, Dublin 24, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 9812 be extinguished.”

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

MONDAY 24th FEBRUARY, 2014

HEADED ITEM NO. 7


PROPOSED EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER LANEWAY 
BETWEEN 56/58 HEATHERVIEW DRIVE AND 51/53 HEATHERVIEW CLOSE, 
AYLESBURY, DUBLIN 24. MAP REF: RE 9812
The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday, 23th September, 2013.

“An application has been received from the residents of 56 and 58 Heatherview Drive and 51 and 53 Heatherview Close, Aylesbury to extinguish the public right of way over the laneway which runs between these four properties.  It is understood that this laneway was closed 
some years ago due to anti-social behavior, however, the public right of way was not extinguished. The residents are anxious to incorporate the laneway into the gardens of 58 Heatherview Drive and 53 Heatherview Close to prevent the re-occurrence of the anti-social activities/dumping.”

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 24TH October, 2013 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing 
was Monday 9TH December, 2013.

No submissions were received.

Public Lighting - have no issue.

Water & Drainage Section report - Wayleave maps, produce and lodge with land registry.   No permanent structure to be erected.  No arboreal planting within wayleave. 

Bord Gais have reported - no gas mains inside of boundary so no objection to the proposal.
Eircom - have no services in the laneway.

UPC – no objection.

ESB - no objections but insist they are contacted before the commencement of any works.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council. 

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under section 73 of the Roads Act 1993 hereby orders that the public right of way over laneway between 56/58 Heatherview Drive and 51/53 Heatherview Close, Aylesbury, Dublin 24, as shown coloured red on Drawing No. RE 9812 be extinguished.”

H14/0314
FILLING OF VACANCY ON BOARD OF RUA RED
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Following the resignation of Ms. D Quinn, South Dublin Community Forum wrote to the Council nominating Mr. Ronan Leydon to replace Ms. Quinn and to represent them on the Board of Rua Red. Their nomination was referred to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee for formal recommendation.

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Cosgrave seconded by Cllr. M Duff it was AGREED to recommend to the Council that Mr. Ronan Leydon be appointed to the Board of Rua Red.

The recommendation is now before the Council for approval.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That Mr. Ronan Leydon be appointed to the Board of Rua Red.”
H15/0314
APPLICATION FOR A COMMUNITY ACTIVITY / EVENT
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:
REPLY:
“Application for a grant under the Council's Community Grants Scheme has been 
received from the organisation listed below. Payment of grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group        
	Type of Application  
	Date of Application
	Amount  

	GF2200
	Dublin Community Games, Carmichael House, North Brunswick Street, Dublin 7.
	3.2 Countywide Community Activity /Event
	06/01/2014
	€3,000”    


End of report to Council
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and AGREED:

“That, in accordance with the conditions of the Council's Community Grants Scheme, payment of a grant in the amount of €3,000 be made to Dublin Community Games, Carmichael House, North Brunswick Street, Dublin 7 as outlined in the foregoing report.”

H16/0314
REPORT ON LOCAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (LCDC)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Provision, and was CONSIDERED:
REPORT:
“The Local Government Reform Act 2014 provides in Section 36 for the establishment of Local Community Development Committees by each Local Authority. South Dublin County Council was selected as one of ten 'front runner' authorities by the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government for establishing a Local Community Development Committee. The Act provides a legislative 
underpinning for the establishment of Local Community Development Committees in 31 local authority areas and for the preparation and implementation of Local Economic and Community Plans.

The LCDC is established in accordance with the terms of reference, structure and membership set out below.
Section 35 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 provides for the dissolution of County Development Boards by order of the Minister.  
Terms of Reference 

-          The LCDC will be responsible for the development, coordination and 
implementation of a coherent and integrated approach to local and community 
development within South Dublin County


-          The LCDC will develop the community element of the 6 year Local Economic and 
Community Plan.


-          Operate in a collaborative approach, in partnership with other publicly funded 
agencies and bodies.


-          Drive meaningful citizen and community engagement in the scoping, planning, 
delivery and evaluation of local and community development programmes 

Structure and Membership

 The LCDC membership for this Council which will not exceed a total of 15 will comprise 
representatives from the following in accordance with the Act subject to 
and in accordance 
with any regulations made, or general Policy guidelines issued, by the Minister. 


(a) Members of the local authority,


(b) the County Manager of the local authority or such other person employed by, or 
seconded to, the local authority (either by name or by reference to the person for the 
time being holding or exercising the functions of a particular post in that authority) 
standing nominated for the time being by the County Manager,


(c) Representatives of public authorities having responsibility for the provision of 
services `
to or within, the area of the Committee, 


(d) Representatives of local community interests,


(e) Individuals acting in a private capacity who are or have been members or otherwise 
associated with any body (however described) of a type referred to in the definition of 
local community representatives' 


(f) Representatives of publicly funded or supported local development


Bodies concerned with promoting the interests of local communities, and 


(g) Such other persons or bodies (if any) as may be provided for by such regulations 
made, or general policy guidelines issued, by the Minister


The South Dublin County Council Local Community Development Committee will 
comprise 
the following representation.

South Dublin County Council                                     Cllr. Marie Corr







         Cllr. Pamela Kearns


 County Managers Nominee                                       Billy Coman


 Health Services Executive                                         Padraig Rehill    


 Dublin, Dun Laoghaire Education and Training Board  Paddy Lavelle   


 Department of Social Protection                                Fiona Ward 


 Head Local Enterprise Office                                     Loman O'Byrne 


 South Dublin County Partnership:   

        Anna Lee 







       Patricia   Nolan                                             
            South Dublin Chamber                                              Peter Byrne CEO 


Community Forum                                                    Justin Byrne


Community Platform                                                 Maria O'Donoghue
Specific Interests Groups –     Youth                       
Greg Tierney Crosscare 

            Community                



         Mary Corcoran

   
Social Enterprise       



        To be nominated

The LCDC may establish other sub-committees or task groups to carry out its functions, the 
formation of any such group to be decided formally by the LCDC.


Administrative Support/Meetings - Administrative and secretarial support will be provided 
by the County Council, who will make arrangements for the meetings, maintenance of 
records 
and preparation of minutes.


Functions and Work of the LCDC

The main function of the LCDC will be the development, coordination and implementation 
of a coherent and integrated approach to local and community development within South 
Dublin County.


In order to achieve this objective, a work plan comprising the following actions is required:


- Mapping of existing local development services provided by all the partner agencies and 
bodies


- Identify needs, project future needs and resources available. This should include


identifying overlap and duplication areas, and measures for removal of such overlaps,


increasing efficiency.


- Develop the community element of a draft six year County Local Economic and 
Community Plan


- Engage with all citizens and stakeholders, disseminating information and communicating 
clearly and effectively.


- Adoption and ongoing review of the 6 year plan – Section 44 of the Act. The Plan will 
comprise two elements, an economic element to be prepared by the local authority and a 
community element to be prepared by the LCDC.  


The above proposed structure and arrangements are in line with the DOECLG operating 
guidelines for front runner LCDCs.


The nominees shall be appointed to the Committee, without omission or addition, by 
resolution of the local authority.


It is recommended therefore that the Council approve the following resolution:


'It is hereby resolved to establish a Local Community Development Committee for South 
Dublin County Council in accordance with Section 36 of the Local Government Reform Act 
2014 comprising the nominees as set out in accordance with the foregoing report.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor D. Looney, who stated that he would be abstaining from any vote on this matter as he wished to make a point regarding this very important new Committee.  He stated that it is outrageous that there are only two public representatives to represent local people and that there should be a much larger role for the elected representatives.
Councillors M. Corr and M. Duff also contributed to the discussion.

Councillor Looney then proposed and the Members AGREED to a show of hands vote, the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

EIGHT (8)
AGAINST: 
NONE (0)
ABSTAIN:
FIVE (5)
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and AGREED:

“That it is hereby resolved to establish a Local Community Development Committee for South Dublin County Council in accordance with Section 36 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 comprising the nominees as set out in accordance with the foregoing report.”

H17/0314
TO AGREE SHOP FRONT GRANT SCHEME 2014
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Economic Development and the Metropolitan Interest, and was CONSIDERED:

“A provision of €100,000.00 was agreed by the members for Budget 2014 in respect of a 
shop front grant scheme. Attached is the DRAFT scheme which is based on a design 
scheme currently in final preparation. Images from the attached DRAFT design scheme 
are also attached.


The members also agreed to establish retail support forums throughout the county and 
€20,000 has been provided in this regard. The establishment of local forums supported by 
this council will create opportunities for information sharing across a range of issues. It is 
proposed to launch the local forums and the Grant Scheme at event(s) involving the retail 
community in South Dublin County in conjunction with South Dublin Chamber.


DRAFT South Dublin County Council-Shop front Grant Scheme. 2014

· A provision of €100,000.00 was agreed by the members for Budget 2014 in respect of a shop front grant scheme. Applications will be accepted up to 31st May 2014 and preference given to proposals that most improve the visual appearance of the village setting. Funding will be allocated in line with the attached schedule up the maximum of the budget provision.
· Works and specification to be agreed with Council Architects Department and Conservation Officer before commencement of work and grants will only be payable after final inspection and confirmation of completed works as being in accordance with agreed design and specification. Verification of cost will also be required, (receipt/invoice).

· Grants will apply to individual and groups / parades of shops. 

· Designs will be in accordance with the South Dublin County Council Shop front Design Guide.

· Shop fronts incorporating use of the Irish Language may attract further support of up to €3,000 in conjunction with Foras na Gaeilge.

· All works must be completed before end of year 2014.


SCHEDULE OF GRANTS :

1. 
INDIVIDUAL SHOP

	· Replace existing aluminum or plaster shop front with traditional painted wooden shop front
	€4,000.00

	· Paint traditional shop front to colour from approved list
	€2,000.00

	· Replace plastic / box signs with painted wooden fascia and individual or painted letters
	€1,500.00

	· Replace inappropriate plastic / box wall signs with painted traditional hanging signs
	€750.00

	· Careful illumination of worthwhile architectural features of significant buildings
	€1,000.00


2. GROUP OF SHOPS  (Applicable to minimum 3 adjoining premises)

	· Painting of parade of shops
	€800.00

Per shop


The grant in any case shall not exceed 50% of the overall cost in respect of an individual premises.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, M. Devine, J. Lahart, C. Brophy and D. Looney.

Mr. E. Conroy, County Architect and Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED and AGREED.
Draft Design Guide 
CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING 

Co1/0314
Letter, dated 23/01/14, from Edenderry Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to a Student Service Charge in Apprentices Training in Institutes of Technology.
Co2/0314
Letter, dated 07/02/14, from Limerick City & County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to Top-ups and Bonuses.
Co3/0314
Letter, dated 03/03/14, from Clones Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to Motor Tax Payments
MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/0314
MAYOR’S BUSINESS - CIRCUS
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“That this Council, in the interests of animal welfare, will not grant licences or other permissions to circuses featuring wild animals or wild animal species”.
At the outset of the discussion Councillor D. Looney proposed and Councillor J. Lahart seconded an amendment to his motion as follows:
“That this Council, in the interests of animal welfare, will not grant licences or other permissions to circuses featuring wild animals or wild animal species.  This Council states its opposition to the use of wild animals in circuses in general and calls on the Government to consider a ban as proposed in <<England>> and elsewhere.”


REPORT:
“Circus sites have been provided on council lands for several years, principally in the three Regional Parks – Tymon Park in Tallaght, Corkagh Park, Clondalkin and Griffeen Valley Park in Lucan. The sites are made available annually on the basis of an invitation to the industry for expressions of interest. In addition, Firhouse Community Centre have in recent years, and with the consent of the Council, provided a site for a circus. The Community 
Centre controls the operation of this site under the direction of the Council's Community Department.

Arising from concerns expressed to the Parks & Landscape Services Department in 2005 regarding the use of wild animals such as lions, tigers and elephants in circuses, a review of the matter was undertaken. It was concluded that it was not appropriate for the council to host circuses, which made use of wild animals in their shows, on council lands. The prospectus for the sites was altered and in 2006 preference was given to circuses that did not make use of wild animals. 

It is clear to the Council that the industry has responded to the requirements imposed in the expression of interest in relation the use of wild animals. Since 2006, the sites have only been awarded to circuses which do not make use of wild animals. 

The companies now submitting expressions of interest for the sites on South Dublin County Council lands no longer contain acts using wild animals.” 

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor D. Looney, who welcomed the students from Firhouse Community School to the public gallery, stating that they had done a lot of work on this subject.  Councillors J. Lahart, M. Devine, E. Walsh, C. Brophy and M. Duff also contributed to the discussion.
Ms T. Walsh, Director of Environment, Water and Climate Change responded to the Members queries, stating that if the motion is passed the terms of the motion will be passed to the Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine.
The Mayor Councillor D. Looney called for a show of hands vote the result of which was as follows:

FOR:

SEVENTEEN (17)

AGAINST:
ONE (1)

ABSTAIN:
TWO (2)

The motion as amended was PASSED.

At this point Councillor D. Looney proposed and the Members AGREED to take Motion No. 4 (M4) in Councillor E. Tuffy’s name next, as the Deputy Mayor then had to leave the meeting:

M4/0314
TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITIES


It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell: 

“That this Council welcomes the publication of the Heads of Bill which will allow for the future establishment of Technological Universities and the mergers of Institutes of Technology, and notes that the DIT, ITT Tallaght and IT Blanchardstown have expressed interest in becoming a technological university. This Council notes Head 53 of the Heads of Bill dealing with membership of the Governing Bodies of the proposed Technological Universities, and is concerned that the Sections under this Head makes little or no explicit provision for representation on Governing Bodies, of persons representative of local authorities, eg SDCC, or the communities in which the Institute of Technology Tallaght is situated, in the case of the potential Dublin Technological University, and requests the Manager to write to the Minister for Education conveying this concern of the Council to him.
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Education and Skills, Mr. Ruairí Quinn T.D.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, G. O’Connell, C. Brophy, P. Cosgrave and M. Devine.

The motion was AGREED. 
M2/0314
MAYORS BUSINESS - WASTE COLLECTION
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:
“That this Council will seek to enact a system whereby residential waste collections will be permitted only on one set day per week on an area-by-area basis, regardless of the operator”.  

REPORT:
“Currently, waste collection permits are issued by the National Waste Collection Permit Office; 
the terms and conditions of which are dictated by the Household Waste Bye-Laws operating in each County.  South Dublin County Council's Household Waste Bye-Laws 20l2 does not restrict Waste Collection companies to the collection of household waste on any particular day of the week.
http://www.sdcc.ie/sites/default/files/legislation/household-weaste-byelaws-2012_1.pdf 

The Council will examine the possibility of amending the Household Waste Bye-laws to allow the Council to determine that Waste Operators will only be permitted to collect waste in defined areas on a designated day.

At a national level the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government published A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Policy in Ireland in July 2012. Recently the Department initiated a public consultation process and invited submissions on its Consultation Document on The Regulation of Household Waste Collection.  The closing date for receipt of submissions was the 3lst January 20l4 and the  Department is currently analysing submissions with a view to presenting draft Regulations to the Minister by June 20l4. http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Environmnt/Waste/WasteManagement/FileDownLoad,34650,en.doc 

The target implementation date for the new Household Waste Collection Regulations is January 20l5, following which all local authorities will be required to undertake a review of their Household Waste Bye-Laws.”  

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Looney, C. Brophy, P. Cosgrave and J. Lahart.  Some Members suggested bringing this proposal back to an Environmental Strategic Policy Committee meeting.

Councillor Looney then suspended standing orders for five minutes to allow further consideration of this item.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Environment, Water and Climate Change responded to the Members queries, stating that the current bye-laws do not permit the Council to enforce the proposed system as per the motion.  Ms Walsh suggested that she meet with the nine waste disposal companies currently operating in the County, and that she consult with Dublin City Council who have amended their bye-laws to designate collection days for specific areas of the city.

Councillor Looney stated that he was not willing to refer the item to a Strategic Policy Committee meeting and that he was putting this motion forward as policy.  Therefore he proposed and the Members AGREED to a show of hands vote.

The result of the show of hands vote was as follows:

FOR:

FIVE (5)

AGAINST:
NINE (9)
ABSTAIN:
THREE (3)
The motion FELL.

MOTIONS NOT REACHED:
(M5)

FACEBOOK


Councillor T. Gilligan

That the Manager outlines how the council are to increase the number of likes on the Facebook page.

(M6)

VACANT HOUSES



Councillor Cathal King 

That this Council calls on the Manager to provide an updated report on the situation with vacant bank owned houses within the County and for the report to include outcomes of meetings that were due to take place with the various stakeholders in this regard.
(M7)

NATURAL PLAY AREAS 



Councillor E. Higgins 
That this Council welcomes the move towards the creation of natural play areas and the budget allocated for play grounds and play areas across the County and asks the Manager for a report on projected timelines, budgets and proposals.
(M8)

ANTI - RACISM



Councillor M. Devine 

That this Council liaise with relevant anti-racism networks to develop best practice and policies which sends out a strong unequivocal message there is no acceptable level of racism.
(M9)

GATEWAY INITATIVE



Councillor E. O Broin 

This Council opposes the introduction of the Gateway Initiative. This scheme is nothing more than an excuse for local authorities to fill the gap created by the recruitment embargo with cheap labour. There is no clear training or education element to the initiative; the payment of an extra €1 euro hour on top of social welfare entitlements is less than the minimum wage and will not cover basic travel and other work related expenses; the scheme does not offer any meaningful prospect of securing employment; and when taxes, travel and lunch costs are taken into consideration the schemes participants will be worse off. This Council calls on the government to lift the recruitment embargo to enable Councils where appropriate to employ staff where required. 


(M10)
7.5 TONNE RESTRICTION ON KENNELSFORT ROAD

Councillor G. O’Connell
The Lucan Area Committee passed a motion at its Monthly meeting in December 2013 requesting that the 7.5 tonne restriction on Kennelsfort Road be adjusted to 3.5 tonne to bring it into line with Ballyfermot Road, which is in the City Council area, and in accordance with procedures this recommendation is now before this Council for approval. 
(M11)

WASTE MANAGEMENT POLICY



Councillor E. Tuffy 

That this Council deplores the delay on the part of the Government to implement, as promised in the Programme for Government 2011, and repeated in A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Policy in Ireland (July 2012), a scheme to provide low income households with financial assistance in paying for household waste collection, and requests the Manager to convey this sentiment to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, and ask the Minister to advise on a date on which the Government will put a support scheme in place
(M12)

TRANSFER DATABASE


Councillor T. Gilligan


That the manager agrees to set up a mutual transfer database within the county where tenants can state where they would like to me moved which could then be matched with a tenant who is also willing to move
(M13)

CASH FOR CARS


Councillor W. Lavelle

That this Council requests the Manager to present a report, for discussion, on the measures being taken to address the serious problem of 'We buy cars for cash' signs and stickers on road signs throughout our County, and to include in this report an update on: - details of engagement with an Gardaí Siochana on this matter; - the number of signs/stickers removed by the Council; - the number of litter fines issues by this Council; - the number of any other prosecution taken; and - what action the Council can or may take where tenants of this Council are found to responsible for erecting these signs and stickers. 
(M14)

OXIMETERS



Councillor C. King 

That this Council calls on the Minister to introduce as a matter of priority Mandatory Oxygen Saturation screening with the use of Pulse Oximeters in every Maternity Hospital in the State as part of the general postnatal assessment of babies. These Pulse Oximeters already exist in all Maternity Hospitals for use in difficult Births. Only seven of the twenty Maternity Hospitals in this State use this system, consequently over half of babies born with a heart defect are discharged without a diagnosis and relevant care. This has resulted in death and lifelong health problems which could have been improved with early diagnosis with the use of this simple and quick test.
Meeting ended at 6.35 pm.
Signed:____________________


Mayor

Date:______________________
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