COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of Special Meeting of South Dublin County Council held to discuss a Resolution to Hold a Plebiscite on a Democratically Elected Mayor for Dublin, 
held on 31st March 2014

PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Bonner, B.
	Kenny, G.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Coburn, E.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dermody, A-M.
	Ó Broin, E.

	Devine, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Duff, M.
	Tuffy, E.

	Gilligan, T.
	Walsh, E.

	Hannon, J.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	D. McLoughlin 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	L. Maxwell, B. Coman, 

F. Nevin, T. Walsh, E. Taaffe

	Senior Executive Officers
	J. Quinlivan, E. O’Gorman

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, E. Leech

	A/Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	I.T.
	R. Herron


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor C. Jones.

The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, presided.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting a minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect for Councillor P. Cosgrave’s mother, recently deceased RIP.  Councillor Cosgrave thanked the Mayor and the Members for their sympathies.
H1/DEM/0314  
TO DISCUSS A RESOLUTION TO HOLD A PLEBISCITE ON A DIRECTLY ELECTED MAYOR FOR DUBLIN
Councillor D. Looney commenced the discussion by thanking the members of the Colloquium, and acknowledging the work of the council officials including Mr. P. Murphy and Ms E. Leech, in bringing the process to this point.  He referred to the Section 59 (1) Report, Resolution, Statement document (hereinafter referred to as the Report) which had been circulated to the Members and which he said puts forward the broad parameters of the proposal.  

Councillor Looney noted that there has never been a process such as this before, with only six months to put forward proposals, no budget, and with the bulk of the work completed before the relevant legislation was enacted.  Councillor Looney chaired the first meeting of the Colloquium in July 2013 and the final meeting in December.  During this time he had kept the Members updated on the progress of the Colloquium.  He stated that he was happy to propose a number of changes, for example issues around an assembly, the role of the Cathaoirleach, inclusion of the Irish language etc., and said that the proposals are not set in stone but will be put to the people in the first instance.  The Councillor concluded by saying that there is no “tyranny of the majority” here and that he does not believe that any Councillor anywhere in Dublin has the right to veto a plebiscite;  why not let the people decide.
Councillors P. Kearns, W. Lavelle, C. King, J. Lahart, G. O’Connell, J. Hannon, E. Tuffy, M. Devine, C. Bond, E. Ó Broin, G. Kenny, P. Cosgrave, M. Duff, E. Coburn, C. Brophy and M. Corr also contributed to the discussion.
The following is a summary of points made:  
Councillor P. Kearns:-  The point of this meeting is to decide whether or not to hold a plebiscite and that is what the discussion should be about;  Do people have a democratic right to vote.  She supports the proposal and will be voting yes;
Councillor W. Lavelle:-  Agrees with Councillor Kearns, and stands over the document which we put out there;  a lot of legislation will be required.  Benefits he sees arising from a democratically elected mayor include issues of transport and planning, a single vision would be of great benefit to the Greater Dublin area.  There is a very dangerous creep of democratic erosion, for example with the National Transport Authority, and he disagrees with an emerging culture of decision-making by local authority officials.  Another benefit would be the promotion of tourism.  The Councillor will be voting yes and campaigning for a “yes” vote;
Councillor C. King:-  Thanks to the Mayor for keeping the Members updated, he will be voting to support a plebiscite along with his Sinn Féin colleagues.  We should have an opportunity to discuss the merits of the proposal in detail.  The main issue we should call for is no “dumbing down” of local authorities;  enough powers have been taken away from them already.  Agrees with Councillor Looney that there should be six Members from each local authority, to include Independents.  The Members would have a role in removing the democratically elected mayor if necessary.  It is incumbent on us to give out as much information as possible prior to the plebiscite, the election will not be held until 2019 and there is a lot of work to be done;

Councillor J. Lahart:-  Echoes Councillor Looney’s comments, thanks to the officials involved.  The media seem to just think of the City, and we as public representatives sometimes only think of South Dublin.  It is in the interests of the four local authorities that there is a unifying force that pulls the four local authorities together.  There are often references to the London mayor and the New York mayor, but they are huge cities with huge budgets, and there is no parallel between them and us.  The only professional input into this process came from the Institute of Public Administration.  A democratically elected mayor will become very powerful;  the Mayor must have an assembly and must trust the people to elect that assembly.  The Fianna Fáil group will support the plebiscite;
Councillor G. O’Connell:-  Glad as a member of the Mayors Forum to join the Mayor and others in teasing out the detail of this matter, and hopefully it will go to the people as a plebiscite.  There are some things in the Report presented to the meeting which he does not totally agree with and some things not in the document which he would like to see included.  This is an opportunity to have the whole of Dublin promoted as one entity, and he hopes the Members vote for handing over the decision on a democratically elected mayor to the people;
Councillor J. Hannon:-  Expressed his appreciation to the Mayor and officials involved.  He mentioned the quadruple lock system.  Much smaller cities in Europe have a democratically elected mayor and they have been very successful;  there is no reason not to be successful here provided checks and balances are produced.  Does not agree with everything in the Report and hopes that the principle of subsidiarity should apply.  The people should decide if the process should go to the next stage, and it is arrogant to say that it is not the people’s prerogative.  We have an obligation to support this proposal.  He supports the proposal.
Councillor E. Tuffy:-  Thanks to the Mayor, members of the Steering Committee and of the forum.  He thinks the report is very good but would complain about the amount of time available.  As group leader of Labour on the Council, he would like to say that the group has taken a position, but he cannot.  He will be voting in favour of the resolution.  The Report contains a lot he agrees with but he would have some concerns regarding the weakening of democracy, as this proposal might be very city-centric;  it will be up to the elected Members to prevent that happening.  There are very strong economic arguments in favour of the proposal.  Questions whether the Report can be modified before any plebiscite is held, and he is in favour of the resolution.
Councillor M. Devine:-  Recognises the work which went into the Report and she will be voting in favour of the plebiscite.  One of the reasons she is voting for it is regarding powers over waste management and the environment;  
Councillor C. Bond:-  Supports the idea of a democratically elected mayor with a directly elected assembly, but the salary for a democratically elected mayor should not be more than that of an elected T.D., and it is important that Dublin should speak with one voice.   Certain functions could be transferred from the national assembly, such as taxi licencing, coastal defence, emergency services etc.  He mentioned the Council’s campaign for city status for Tallaght and paid tribute to former Councillor Eamon Maloney T.D. who had fought for city status while a member of the Council.  He supports the resolution;

Councillor E. Ó Broin:-  The Report would reduce the powers of local authorities, he is in favour of devolving powers and there needs to be a clear rationale as to why powers should devolve to local authorities.  Cautions that we need to have this debate;  Sinn Féin’s view is that while they have concerns this is no reason to vote against a plebiscite, and said that in Dublin City Council a number of councillors voted for the plebiscite although they were against a democratically elected mayor;
Councillor G. Kenny:-  It is a good idea to have this debate, there are too many elected people in this country in his opinion and do we need another body, but that is up to the people to vote.  He will vote in favour of the resolution; 
Councillor P. Cosgrave:-  Is against the resolution as he does not believe we need a democratically elected mayor, which will cost more money and add more bills for the people we represent, and will require extra officials.  South Dublin County Council already struggles to get its identity out there and it will become more difficult.  With local government reforms councils are losing power and will lose more with this proposal, so he will be voting against the proposal;  

Councillor M. Duff:-  Spoke against the proposal, and his fear is basically the devolution of powers, that it could take up to five years to happen and in the meantime it will be up to the Minister for the Environment to decide on powers.  He stated that he has received numerous emails from investment bankers urging a “yes” vote, and one from a constituent urging him to vote “no” as they felt the democratically elected mayor will add to household costs.  He will be voting against the proposal;  
Councillor E. Coburn:-  There is a lack of clarity as to what a democratically elected mayor will actually do and that we are asking people to vote on something which we do not know what they are being asked for.  Advises more time and, as Dublin is the capital city, potentially the rest of the country should be allowed to have a say.  She will not support the proposal and will vote no;

Councillor C. Brophy:-  There was a very interesting argument on both sides, but that an overarching authority for Dublin reverses the principle of subsidiarity.  If we have a democratically elected mayor they cannot be responsible for driving investment to one part of the county.  Agrees with allowing people to vote but it must be clearly defined what they are being asked to vote for.  People should be informed of the impact having a democratically elected mayor will have on local charges, rates etc. before they vote.  He is not supporting the proposal;  
Councillor M. Corr:-  She is opposed to a democratically elected mayor but fully supports people’s right to vote, that people are quite capable of making decisions and so she will be voting in favour of the proposal.
The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, responded drawing the Members attention to page nos. 10 - 11, dealing with functions and powers;  and page nos. 18 - 19, which deal with financial issues, in the Section 59 (1) Report, Resolution and Statement.
Councillor Looney then proposed and the Members AGREED to, a roll call vote the result of which was as follows:
FOR:

NINETEEN (19)
AGAINST:
THREE (3)
ABSTAIN:
ONE (1)

For:  Councillors C. Bond, B. Bonner, M. Corr, T. Delaney, A-M. Dermody, M. Devine, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, P. Kearns, G. Kenny, C. King, J. Lahart, B. Lawlor, w. Lavelle, D. Looney, E. Ó Broin, G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh
Against:  Councillors E. Coburn, P. Cosgrave, M. Duff
Abstain:  Councillor C. Brophy

The meeting ended at 4.50 pm.

Signed:____________________


Mayor

Date:______________________
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