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Introduction

Purpose of Report

· To review the written submissions received from the Environmental Authorities and non-statutory submissions following the public display period of the material alterations to the Draft Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan and accompanying Environmental Report and Appropriate Assessment screening.

· To set out the County Manager’s response to the issues raised in the submissions from the Environmental Authorities and the environmental issues raised in the non-statutory submissions and

· To make recommendations on the material alterations to the Draft Local Area Plan as appropriate.

It should be noted that changes are not made to the original Environmental Report; this Addendum forms part of the documentation of the ongoing SEA/Plan-making process.  The Addendum supplements and should be read in conjunction with the Environmental Report and Addendum 1 and 2.

Process for making a new Local Area Plan

The proposed material changes to the draft Local Area Plan constitute a further stage in the process of making a Local Area Plan for Ballycullen-Oldcourt.
Previously, from 18th October 2013 to the 28th November 2013, the proposed Local Area Plan, the accompanying Environmental Report and the Appropriate Assessment Screening were put on public display. The Manager prepared a report on the submissions/observations received during the display period and submitted it, with recommendations, to the Elected Members for their consideration. The Elected Members subsequently formulated a series of motions for consideration at a Special Council meeting held on the 28th January 2014. An Environmental Assessment Report of A: Motions proposed by the Elected Members and B: Recommendations within the Manager’s Report on the Proposed Ballycullen Oldcourt Local Area Plan formed part of the documentation prepared for this meeting.
Having considered the above documentation, the Members of South Dublin County Council resolved on the 28th January 2014 to amend the Draft Local Area plan in accordance with the provisions set out in Section 20 (3)(d) of the Planning and Development Act 2000-2010. 
Two of the proposed amendments were considered to be material alterations to the Local Area Plan and consequently were required to be placed on public display for a period of not less than four weeks in accordance with Section 20(3)(e)the Planning and Development Act 2000-2010. Written submissions or observations with respect to the proposed material alterations and the environmental assessment of these material alterations were received and have to be taken into consideration by the Members of the Council before the making of the Ballycullen-Oldcourt Local Area Plan, in accordance with Section 20(3)(m-q) of the Planning and Development Act 2000-2010.
South Dublin County Council has prepared this report in the above legislative context.

Methodology

The report below assesses the submissions made by Environmental Authorities and the Manager’s amendments to the Material Alterations.  A colour code to indicate degree of impact is used, as set out below.
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Table 2: The explanation of the codes for the Strategic Environmental Objectives is as follows:
	SEO Code
	Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEO)


	B1
	To avoid loss of relevant habitats, geological features, species or their sustaining resources in designated ecological sites 

	B2
	To avoid significant adverse impacts, including direct, cumulative and indirect impacts, to relevant habitats, geological features, species or their sustaining resources in designated ecological sites by development within or adjacent to these sites

	B3
	To sustain, enhance or - where relevant - prevent the loss of ecological networks or parts thereof which provide significant connectivity between areas of local biodiversity

	HH1
	To protect human health from hazards or nuisances arising from traffic and incompatible landuses

	S1
	To maximise the sustainable re-use of brownfield lands and the existing built environment, rather than developing greenfield lands

	S3
	To minimise waste production and reduce the volume of waste to landfill and to operate sustainable waste management practices.

	W1
	To maintain and improve, where possible, the quality of rivers, lakes and surface water

	W2
	To prevent pollution and contamination of ground water

	W3
	To prevent development on lands which pose - or are likely to pose in the future – a significant flood risk

	C1
	To minimise increases in travel related greenhouse emissions to air 

	C2
	To reduce car dependency within the County by way of, inter alia, encouraging modal change from car to more sustainable forms of public transport and encouraging development which will not be dependent on private transport 

	M1
	To serve new development under the CDP with appropriate waste water treatment

	M2
	To maintain and improve the quality of drinking water supplies

	CH1
	To protect the archaeological heritage of South Dublin with regard to entries to the Record of Monuments and Places - including Zones of Archaeological Potential - and the context of the above within the surrounding landscape where relevant

	CH2
	To preserve and protect the special interest and character of South Dublin’s architectural heritage with regard to entries to the Record of Protected Structures, Architectural Conservation Areas, and their context within the surrounding landscape where relevant

	L1
	To protect and avoid significant adverse impacts on the landscape, landscape features and designated scenic routes; especially with regard to areas of high amenity of  the Dublin Mountain Area




Submissions from Environmental Authorities submitted in February/March 2014

The Table below sets out the submissions received from the EPA and the OPW.

Table 3
	EPA Submission


	

	Submission from the EPA notes the proposal to provide an additional school and advises that consideration should be given in relation to: - the provision of adequate and appropriate critical service infrastructure for waste, wastewater and drinking water - ensuring that traffic management plans are robust enough to facilitate additional increase in vehicular traffic - minimising traffic related emissions and maintaining local air quality supporting public transport services and walking/cycling.


	Acknowledged

	Attention brought to recent DoECLG Circular on SEA assessment and recommendations made in relation to the content and procedure for SEA statements.
	Acknowledged

	
	


Table 4
	OPW Submission


	

	The Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (GDSDS) identified the Ballycullen Stream as having a number of hydraulic deficiencies at Glenvara Park. The GDSDS recommended that the existing 1050mm trunk sewer from the Ballycullen View Link Road to Ballycullen Road via Castlefield Manor will require duplicating and the sewer along the Ballycullen View Link Road to the trunk sewer required upgrading. This should be further investigated as part of the Stage 2 FRA along with any further proposed culverting.
	Stage 2 Flood Risk Assessment was carried out and is detailed in the Report Draft Ballycullen Oldcourt Local Area Plan – Initial Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 26th September 2013.

	The proposed Material Alterations to the Draft Ballycullen Oldcourt Local Area Plan requires a Stage 2 FRA, while Mapping is included highlighting indicative flood risk area they are not to the expected detail of a Stage 2 FRA. It is recommended that a Stage 2 FRA be carried out for historically zoned areas as well as those under consideration for future development.
	Refer to the above response

	
	


Assessment of Manager’s Recommendations in Relation to Proposed Material Alterations 
Recommended changes to the proposed Material Alterations arising from the Manager’s Report on submissions are set out in Table 5 below. The recommendations are collated under the relevant reference number and heading as introduced in Table 2 of the Manager’s Report.

Proposed amendments to Material Alterations are identified as follows:

· Proposed alterations involving additional text are shown in green.

· Proposed alterations involving deletion of text are shown in red strikethrough.

TABLE 5: RECOMMENDATIONS IN RELATION TO PROPOSED MATERIAL ALTERATIONS

	Proposed Material Alteration/Issue
	Recommendation
	

	Proposed Additional School Site (MA Refs. PA01, PA03, PA04 & PA05) 
	Adopt Draft Local Area Plan without proposed amendment of Section 5.4.8, Objective LUD12 and Objective SSP15 (Material Alterations Doc. Refs. PA01, PA03, PA04 & PA05) to increase the Oldcourt/Gunny Hill school site (south of OLDCOURT ROAD and west of HUNTER’S WOOD) by approximately 1.2 acres to allow for two primary schools on the site i.e. the provision of a third school on the Plan Lands. 
	The site would remain as initially proposed at Draft Plan Stage and would accommodate one school to meet the future needs of the future population of the Plan Lands and not to service the Firhouse area.  This would encourage walking and cycling to the school thereby discouraging additional car journeys, decreasing green house gases and decreasing the likelihood of injuring human health from hazards or nuisances arising from traffic. C1,C2,HH1
The removal of a significant portion of hedgerow and part of an existing natural drainage network that carries surface water from the Dublin Mountains, to incorporate site B, and the need to encroach on an elevated site, above the 120m contour, will no longer be necessary, B3, L1, W1.

	Stocking Wood Permeability (MA Ref. PA02, PA03 & PA06) 
	Amend proposed Material Alteration to Objective SSP35 (Stocking Wood Permeability – Material Alteration Doc. Ref. Nos. PA02 & PA06)  in relation to vehicular and pedestrian/cyclist access between Stocking Wood Drive and the lands zoned for new residential communities to the south in a manner that removes proposed vehicular access and retains proposed pedestrian and cyclist access as follows:

Stocking Wood Permeability

· It is an objective of this Local Area Plan to require a through street pedestrian and cycle links to be created between Stocking Wood Drive and lands zoned for residential development to the south (in accordance with extant permissions) as part of the development of said lands. This local access street Pedestrian and cyclist links should be carefully designed with emphasis on pedestrian movement, passive surveillance, activity and good place making. (Objective SSP35)
	If the Manager’s recommendation is accepted:

The Manager’s recommendation to reinstate the link for the use of both pedestrians and cyclists between Stocking Wood Drive and the lands zoned for new residential communities to the south (Objective A1) would increase pedestrian and cyclist permeability in a manner that would significantly decrease walking and cycling distances to proposed recreational and educational amenities including the Knocklyon Park. The reinstatement of the link for pedestrian and cyclist use will therefore decrease the need for additional car journeys and decrease green house gases. C1, C2.  However, as the removal of the through street for vehicular traffic will encourage additional car journeys in the adjoining streets, there will be an increase in green house gases. C1, C2. 

In terms of improving human health, the continued removal of vehicular traffic through Stocking Wood Drive will lessen the likelihood of injuring human health from hazards or nuisances arising from traffic in the immediate vicinity, HH1 but will increase the likelihood of injuring human health from hazards or nuisances arising from traffic in those areas which will have to accommodate displaced vehicular journals, HH1.

If the Material Alteration is accepted:

The removal of the through street between Stocking Wood Drive and the lands zoned for new residential communities to the south (Objective A1) would limit pedestrian and cyclist permeability in a manner that significantly increases walking and cycling distances to proposed recreational and education amenities including the Knocklyon Park.  The removal of the through street will therefore encourage additional car journeys and increase green house gases, C1, C2.

In terms of improving human health, there is a likelihood of both positive and negative impacts; the removal of vehicular traffic through Stocking Wood Drive will lessen the likelihood of injuring human health from hazards or nuisances arising from traffic in the immediate vicinity while the removal of pedestrian and cyclist permeability will increase the likelihood of persons using private cars to make the longer journeys and consequently will raise the likelihood of injuring human health from hazards or nuisances arising from traffic in the wider area.  HH1



Next Stage in the SEA Process
The submissions based on the material alterations from the Environmental Authorities and non-statutory submissions received as part of the public consultation exercise will inform minor amendments to the policies and objectives within the Draft LAP as recommended in the Manager’s Report April 2014.
Further modifications to the material alterations may be made where it is minor in nature and not likely to have significant environmental effects or adversely affect the integrity of a European site.  Following consideration of the Manager’s Report, the local area plan shall be made or amended (as appropriate) by the planning authority by resolution no later than 6 weeks after the report has been furnished to all the members, with all, some or none of the material alterations.

�








� Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) are methodological measures which are developed from international, national and regional policies which generally govern environmental protection objectives and against which the environmental effects of the Draft Plan can be tested. The SEOs are used as standards against which the development strategies, policies and objectives of the Draft Plan can be evaluated in order to help identify areas in which significant adverse impacts are likely to occur, if unmitigated against.
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