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PART 8 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001 – 2012
Proposed Tallaght to Templeogue Cycle Track Scheme Phase 1 Report on Public Consultation

The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 24th February 2014.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee to proceed with the scheme to detailed design stage as per the report.
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1. Introduction
As part of a 5 year programme of schemes funded by the National Transport Authority (NTA), SDCC has designed a cycle track along Old Blessington Road, Main Street Tallaght, Old Tallaght Road and Templeogue Road (R137). Details and merits of the Scheme are outlined in Section 3 of this report.

2. Public consultation 
Pursuant to the requirements of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 – 2011(as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 - 2012, Public Notice of the availability for public inspection of plans and particulars of the proposed scheme were published in the public press on Wednesday the 4th of December 2013.
The Scheme was on public display from Thursday 5th December 2013 to Monday 27th January 2014 at the following four locations:
· County Hall, Tallaght

· County Library, Tallaght

· Ballyroan Library, Rathfarnham

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development of the area in which the development would be situated were invited to be made in writing to the County Council up to Monday 10th February 2014.  A total of four submissions in relation to the proposed scheme were received. 
Accordingly, the following report has been prepared:

3. Description of the Nature and Extent of the Proposed Development and the Principal Features thereof

South Dublin County Council seeks to provide a new cycle route from Old Blessington Road at IT Tallaght to the Templeogue Road/Old Bridge junction via Main Street Tallaght, Old Tallaght Road, Templeogue Road (R137). The proposed scheme extends over a distance of approximately 4 kilometres.
It is expected that the scheme will deliver substantial modal shift especially among younger people travelling from the local residential areas to the trip attractors along the route. It is also expected that the scheme will provide an attractive commuter route that will link to other strategic routes.
3.1  Merits of the Scheme

The benefits to be achieved from the scheme are:

· Provision of a safe, coherent and attractive pedestrian and cycle route with a high Quality of Service and good linkage between residential areas and the key trip attractors;
· Improved cyclist and pedestrian safety particularly at busy junctions;

· Encourage a modal shift among the local population to walking and cycling as safe and convenient means of making local trips;

· Provision of sustainable transport in line with government policies and funding criteria, as part of a network of cycling facilities being currently developed.

3.2  Proposed Scheme

The proposed works comprise the following:

· Provision of 4km of new cycle route from Old Blessington Road at IT Tallaght to the Templeogue Road/Old Bridge junction via Main Street Tallaght, Old Tallaght Road, Templeogue Road (R137);

· Cycle facilities to include: shared street (motorised vehicles and cyclists) on Old Blessington Road and Main Street Tallaght; new one-way raised cycle tracks on both sides of Old Tallaght Road; shared street at Brookmount Lawns; upgrade to existing pedestrian/cyclist route over M50; upgrade of existing two-way cycle track on north side of R137; combined bus and cycle lane on south side of Templeogue Road (R137) between M50 interchange and Spawell Roundabout; upgrade of existing cycle tracks on Templeogue Road (R137) between Spawell Roundabout and Old Bridge junction;

· Pedestrian and cyclist safety improvement works at a number of junctions on the route;

· Introduction of 30km/h speed limit on Old Blessington Road and Main Street Tallaght between Belgard Road junction and Greenhills Road junction;

· Replacement of affected trees and other landscaping works throughout the scheme;

· Footpath improvement works where required;

· Improvements to existing bus stops along the route;

· Removal of a 200m section of bus lane on Old Tallaght Road;

· Provision of new road drainage and associated works where required;
· Provision of new public lighting, road markings and cycle route signage.
3.3  Evaluation of the likely implications, if any, of the proposed development with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be sustained
The proposed scheme will involve the delivery of a cycle route that provides high quality linkage between residential areas and the key trip attractors (Schools/College, Sports Clubs, local shops etc.). This will improve the cycling offer and encourage modal shift among the local population to cycle as a safe and convenient means of making local trips (work, school/college, recreational trips).

The implementation of the proposed scheme is identified in the South Dublin County Development Plan (2010 – 2016) where it is an objective of the Council to establish a cycle route network in the County within the time period of the Plan.
4. List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development

1. Mairead Forsythe, Dublin Cycling Campaign

2. Cormac Deane
3. Paul Foley, Fianna Fail Local Area Rep. Templeogue/Terenure

4. National Roads Authority
5. Summary of the issues with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area raised by persons or bodies who made submissions or observations and the response of the South Dublin County Council thereto:

5.1  
Belgard Road junction

Issue 1 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The scheme should include the full Belgard Road junction. The junction needs to be made more cyclist and pedestrian friendly. Please clarify how cyclists will exit this junction going north, south and west. 
Council's response:

The Belgard Road junction is outside the extents of the proposed scheme. The junction forms part of Route S05 on the NTA Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network. This route is currently being developed by South Dublin County Council and will include an upgrade of the junction.
5.2 
Old Bawn Road – Main Road junction 

Issue 2 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The proposed 30km/h zone should be extended to include the section of the Old Bawn Road from the Main Road junction to the N81. 
Council's response:

The Old Bawn Road is outside the extents of the proposed scheme. This section of road forms part of Route S05 on the NTA Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network. The provision of traffic calming measures including 30km/h zones on this link will be considered as part of the design of the route.

Issue 3 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Large bicycle logos should be included throughout the 30km/h zone on shared roads. 
Council's response:

It is proposed to mark shared streets with large bicycle logos in accordance with the National Cycle Manual guidelines.
Issue 4 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The carriageway should be reduced to 6m to help reduce traffic speeds. 
Council's response:

It is intended that, where possible, carriageway widths on shared streets will be reduced to 6m as part of the proposed traffic calming measures in accordance with the National Cycle Manual and the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS).

Issue 5 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The scheme should include the addition of secure, preferably covered, bicycle parking in Tallaght Village, to encourage increased cycle access. 
Council's response:

Secure bicycle parking will be provided as part of the scheme, subject to the identification of suitable locations in the Village at detailed design stage.

5.3 
Greenhills Road junction 
Issue 6 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Advanced Stacking Locations (ASLs) should be provided on all four arms of the junction. The cycle lane should continue across the junction in the east-west direction. 
Council's response:

ASLs have been provided on the east-west arms only because a cycle lane has been provided to allow cyclists to access such a facility. There are currently no cycle lanes on the north-south arms (Greenhills Road) that would allow cyclists to feed into an ASL.

The cycle lane in the east-west direction is terminated at the stop line on the eastern arm of the junction. A cycle lane is not brought through the junction in order to allow cyclists to establish the correct lane position before entering the shared street on the west side of the junction.

Issue 7 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
No proper facilities are provided for cyclists coming from the Greenhills Road (north) direction. 
Council's response:

The Greenhills Road is outside the extents of the proposed scheme The Greenhills Road forms part of Route 8B on the NTA Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network. The provision of cycle tracks/lanes on this road will be developed as part of the design of this route.

5.4 
Old Tallaght Road (Main Road)
Issue 8 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The treatment used on the northern side of the road should be mirrored on the southern side, i.e. island bus stop with the cycle track continuing behind the bus shelter. 
Council's response:

Fully segregated bus stop options will be considered at detailed design stage. Where possible, bus stops will be designed to provide segregation between buses and cyclists. At this particular location, the impact on existing trees and residential accesses will inform the decision on the bus stop design.

Issue 9 [Refer to Submission no. 1]  
Access to Castle Park for cyclists should be provided. 
Council's response:

The existing accesses to Castle Park will be examined at detailed design stage to ensure that they are suitable for cyclists.

5.4 
Old Tallaght Road (Main Road)
Issue 10 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Many experienced cyclists will not use the jug turn. Facilities for cyclists to make on-road right turns should also be included. 
Council's response:

The jug turn has been provided here as it is the most appropriate method for right turn manoeuvres at the junction, given the speed limit and traffic volumes. 

Additional facilities for cyclists wishing to make the on-road turn will be considered at detailed design stage.

 Issue 11 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
No provision has been made for cyclists travelling to Avonmore Road via Glenview Park.
Council's response:
The route from Old Tallaght Road to Avonmore Road is identified on the NTA Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network The route also provides a link to the Dodder Green Route. This route is outside the scope of the Tallaght to Templeogue Route and will be developed as part of the Cycle Network.

A Toucan crossing is provided as part of the proposed scheme at the junction of Old Tallaght Road and Glenview Park to provide access for cyclists to Glenview Park.

5.4 
Glenview Roundabout
Issue 12 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The areas around the roundabout should be shared cyclist/pedestrian areas rather than footpaths. 
Council's response:

It is proposed that the areas around the roundabout will be shared surfaces.

5.5
Pedestrian/cyclist ramp at Tymon Lane
Issue 13 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
There is currently a danger for cyclists due to an exposed set of steps. Has this danger been addressed? 
Council's response:

The area at the existing ramp and steps will be fully upgraded to include a new widened ramp, new steps with bicycle wheeling channel, public lighting and signage. New guard rails will be provided on the approach to the top of the steps to guide cyclists and wheelchair users away from the steps and towards the ramp.

5.6
Spawell Roundabout 
Issue 14 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The junction is very slow for cyclists travelling east to west and the layout would not encourage cyclists to use the Toucan crossings at this junction due to the staggered two leg crossings. 
Council's response:

The Toucan crossings on the south, east and west arms of the roundabout are two-stage crossings in order to provide reasonably short distances across the dual carriageways for both pedestrians and cyclists. The toucan crossing at Wellington Lane is a one-stage crossing. 

The proposed scheme will include directional signage for cyclists directing them to the cyclists travelling east to west to cross to the northern side of the road to use the Wellington Lane crossing and the two-way cycle track towards the M50.

It is proposed to review the Toucan crossing signal timings to ensure that waiting times for pedestrians and cyclists are minimised as much as possible.

Issue 15 [Refer to Submission no. 3]
The Spawell Roundabout Upgrade scheme should be reviewed. There are long delays for traffic approaching the roundabout from Wellington Lane. The lane widths appear to be insufficient. 
Council's response:

The operation of the roundabout has been monitored since the completion of the upgrade by on-site observations and the installation of cameras to measure journey times and vehicle delay and queue lengths. 

Following an analysis of this data, a decision will be made on whether additional measures are required. However, the Wellington Lane Cycle Scheme, which is currently at an advanced stage of design, may provide a solution on the approach to the roundabout from Wellington Lane, provided approval can be obtained from the National Transport Authority.

5.6
Templeogue Road 
Issue 16 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The cycle track on the north side of the road between Cheeverstown and the Spawell Roundabout should be maintained as a two-way track. 
Council's response:

A new cycle track has been provided on the southern side of Templeogue Road to enable cyclists to stay on this side of the road for the entire length of the road (i.e. between Old Bridge Road junction and the M50 pedestrian/cyclist bridge. Cyclists will no longer be forced to cross at Cheeverstown to continue their east west journey. 

The option of a two-way cycle track on the north side of the road between Cheeverstown and the Spawell Roundabout will be considered at detailed design stage. The design of this option will be dependent on overcoming heritage issues relating to the protected Stone Arch adjacent to the entrance to Templeogue House.
Issue 17 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Raised table junctions should be provided at the entrances to Cheeverstown House and Templeogue House to slow traffic exiting across the pedestrian and cyclist paths. 
Council's response:

The provision of entry treatments at both entrances will be considered as part of the detailed design of the scheme.

Issue 18 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Signage and bicycle logos on the road should be provided to show cyclists travelling east along the Templeogue Road how they should position themselves for travelling left, right or straight ahead.

Council's response:

It is proposed to provide cyclist signage along the route as part of the detailed design of the scheme. 

5.7
Old Bridge Road – Templeogue Road junction 
Issue 19 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The existing southbound cycle lane on Old Bridge Road is inadequate. 

Council's response:
It is proposed to replace the existing two traffic lanes and narrow advisory cycle lane on the southbound side of the Old Bridge Road with one traffic lane and a widened mandatory cycle lane.

Issue 20 [Refer to Submission no. 3]
It appears that lane widths are to be narrowed on Old Bridge Road to put in cycle lanes. This may have the effect of introducing delays to traffic and should be reviewed.
Council's response:
It is proposed to replace the existing 4no. traffic lanes and 2no. narrow advisory cycle lanes with 3 no. traffic lanes (2 no. northbound and 1 no. southbound) and 2 no. mandatory cycle lanes. The traffic lane widths will be a minimum of 3.0m, which will not have a detrimental impact on traffic.
Issue 21 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The proposed bicycle parking near the junction is not needed and would be more useful in Tallaght and Templeogue Villages.
Council's response:
The proposed bicycle parking is provided adjacent to the bus stop to provide for and encourage bicycle trips between residential areas and public transport stops. Bicycle parking will be installed at various locations along the route.  The exact locations will be determined during the detailed design of the scheme. 
5.8
General Observations 
Issue 22 [Refer to Submission no. 4]
The National Roads Authority (NRA) supports the need to create a strong cycling culture in Ireland and to make all cities, towns, villages and rural areas bicycle friendly. Transportation infrastructural designs need to be cycling friendly such that routes taken by cyclists are safe, direct, coherent, attractive and comfortable. The Council is reminded of the requirements of NRA BD 2 – Technical Approval of Road Structures on Motorways and Other National Roads for structures. The Technical Acceptance requirements, if any, for the assessment, alteration, modification, strengthening and repair of all road structures affected by national road schemes shall be agreed with the Bridge Management Section of the NRA.
Council's response:
The Council notes the comments submitted by the NRA.

Issue 23 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
Dublin Cycling Campaign welcomes the overall scheme, which provides for a significant improvement in the provision for cyclists and pedestrians and also provides for a significant improvement in the provision for cyclists and pedestrians and also provides for improved design at some bus stops.
Council's response:
Noted.

Issue 24 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The proposed design should be complemented by the installation of directional signage. 
Council's response:
It is proposed to provide dedicated cyclist directional signage at appropriate locations along the route. The exact locations and type of signage will be determined at detailed design of the scheme.

Issue 25 [Refer to Submission no. 2]
The proposals should provide as much segregation as possible between pedestrians and cyclists at bus stops and between cars and cyclists in general.

Council's response:
The route has been designed to provide as much segregation as possible between the different modes.

Issue 26 [Refer to Submission no. 2]
Reduction of speed limits is essential in making cycle routes usable, particularly for school children, whose parents will not allow them into fast traffic.

Council's response:
The scheme proposes a 30km/h speed limit in Tallaght Village in order to reduce speeds where cyclists and vehicular traffic will share the street. Throughout the remainder of the route the cyclist facilities have been designed to provide as much segregation as possible between cyclists and traffic. Traffic calming measures are also proposed in key areas, such as at the roundabout at Glenview Lawns.

Issue 27 [Refer to Submission no. 3]
The kerb between the raised cycle track and the road is not sufficiently high.

Council's response:
It is proposed to provide a full height kerb (100mm – 125mm) where possible to provide the best possible segregation between bicycles and vehicles. The kerb height will be lowered at driveways etc. to allow vehicle access.

Issue 28 [Refer to Submission no. 3]
Every effort should be made to reduce the number of trees which will need to be removed as part of the scheme.

Council's response:
The number of trees to be removed has been kept to a minimum. Any tree removed as part of the scheme will be replaced with a new tree to be positioned as close as possible to its original location.

Issue 29 [Refer to Submission no. 1]
The scheme should extend to Templeogue Village as the cycling facilities are sub-standard.
Council's response:
The current scheme is Phase 1 of the Tallaght to Templeogue Cycle Route. Phase 2 of the scheme will comprise the section of the route between Old Bridge junction and Fortfield Road junction, which includes Templeogue Village. 

6. Recommendations based on the submissions received 

Following consideration of the submissions received, it is proposed to proceed with the scheme to detailed design stage. The following items will be addressed at detailed design stage:

· Provision of directional signage for cyclists;

· Provision of bicycle parking in Tallaght Village and at appropriate bus stops, subject to the identification of suitable locations;

· Review of bus stop designs and revised design where necessary to provide greater segregation between cyclists and traffic;

· Review of the operation of Toucan crossings on Spawell Roundabout;
· Consider the provision of 6m wide shared street in Tallaght Village in accordance with DMURS guidelines;
· Consider the provision of two-way cycle track on north side of road between Cheeverstown and Spawell Roundabout.
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