COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
HELD ON MONDAY 25th NOVEMBER 2013
PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner  
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	H. Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	M. Maguire
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr. T. Gilligan   
	
	

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	T. Stakelum
	Assistant Staff Officer

	Cllr C  King
	
	

	Cllr E. Broin

	Cllr D. Looney

	

	Ms. Foluke Oladosu, South Dublin Community Platform


Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I(1)
MINUTES

The   Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 23rd September, 2013, were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

H-I(3) SDCC DISABILITY FORUM
Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer,  gave an informative report on the attached Department Circular regarding protocol for the Provision of Housing Supports to People with Disabilities.

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
“SDCC Disability Forum

The National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability is the Government strategy to address the housing needs of people with disabilities over the period 2011 to 2016. 

The strategy uses the term 'disability' in reference to four categories of disability, i.e. sensory disability, mental health disability, physical disability and intellectual disability. 

Vision
The strategy's vision is: To facilitate access, for people with disabilities, to the appropriate range of housing and related support services, delivered in an integrated and sustainable manner, which promotes equality of opportunity, individual choice and independent living. 

Strategic Aims
The strategy has 9 strategic aims: 

1. To promote and mainstream equality of access for people with a disability to the full range of housing options available suited to individual and household need. 

2. To develop national protocols and frameworks for effective interagency cooperation which will facilitate person-centred delivery of housing and relevant support services. 

3. To support people with a disability to live independently in their own homes and communities, where appropriate.

4. To address the specific housing needs of people with an intellectual and/or physical disability, moving from congregated settings in line with good practice, including through the development of frameworks to facilitate housing in the community.

5. To address the specific housing needs of people with a mental health disability,including through the development of frameworks to facilitate housing in the community, for people with low and medium support needs moving from mental health facilities, in line with good practice.

6. To consider good practice in the design, coordination and delivery of housing and related supports.

7. To facilitate people with a disability to access appropriate advice and information in respect of their housing needs.

8. To improve the collection and use of data/information regarding the nature and extent of the housing needs of people with a disability.

9. To provide a framework to support the delivery, monitoring and review of agreed actions.

Under the Strategy an Interagency Steering Group in South Dublin County Council is required , membership of which is as follows:

             Director of Services for Housing (Chair)

             HSE Representative  - 

             Representative from each of the four disability sectors    

             operational in the local area

            Representatives from a number of local approved housing 
            body 

Representatives should be at a senior level and should be competent in representing the needs of the various disability groups. 

The following is the membership of the group and an inaugural meeting will be held in the coming weeks 

	HSE 
	Paudie Galvin 

	HSE DISABILITY MANAGER 
	Helen Mc Daid 

	HSE PROPERTY MANAGER 
	Derek Gilmartin 

	STEWARTS CARE 
	Sean Priestly 

	CHESHIRE HOMES 
	Maggie Thomas 

	PEAMOUNT 
	Catherine Slattery 

	CIRCLE 
	Justin O Brien 

	Cluid 
	Catherine Stobie 

	St. John of God 
	Peter Famthon 

	National Deaf Association 
	No Name 

	Cheeverstown 
	Brian Gallagher CEO 


The Role of the Group will be:

· Overseeing the local implementation of the National Housing Strategy for People with Disabilities, including the housing of people with disabilities transitioning from institutional care; 

· Developing, monitoring and reviewing of local interagency protocols, as appropriate; 

· Developing plans to meet the housing needs and related supports for people with disabilities; 

· Working with all agencies in the provision of services to people with disabilities including employment, education and training; 

· Acting as a forum for the exchange of information; 

· Reporting to the Implementation Monitoring Committee

The following Housing Applicants have been identified as requiring supported living, (though it is expected that all these numbers will increase)
	Housing Applicants who have been identified requiring supported houses 25/11/2013 

	Organisation 
	Current 
	Housed 
	Total 

	Cheeverstown 
	54 
	0 
	54 

	John of God 
	33 
	0 
	33 

	John of God Menni 
	21 
	0 
	21 

	Stewarts Care 
	16 
	0 
	16 

	Cheshire Homes 
	6 
	2 
	8 

	Good Counsel Care 
	8 
	0 
	8 

	Peter Bradley Foundation 
	2 
	0 
	2 

	Exchange 
	2 
	0 
	2 

	St. Michael's House 
	0 
	1 
	1 

	Walkinstown 
	15 
	0 
	15 

	Identified as requiring support but no organisation on file 
	35 
	0 
	35 

	Peamount 
	18 
	0 
	18 

	HSE- Mental Health 
	2 
	0 
	2 

	TOTALS 
	212 
	3 
	215 


 

Following a discussion regarding Lease to Buy Model, European Investment Bank monies and Housing Applicants  to which Councillors E. O’Broin, C. King and D. Looney contributed,  Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community Development and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.  
It was agreed with the Housing Agency that South Dublin County Council will be a pilot authority in implementing this Forum.
The report was NOTED.
H-I(4)
 REPOSSESSED PRIVATE HOMES - VACANT
The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
“Repossessed Private Homes - Vacant

19 vacant private properties have come to attention of SDCC.  6 of these properties are been actively pursued as derelict within the definition of Derelict Sites Act 1990. 

Housing, Environment and Environmental Health Services have assigned staff to establish a co-ordinated approach in addressing this issue.  From the Council's viewpoint it is important to contact owners as soon as it becomes apparent that private properties are becoming derelict.  In this regard we aim to prevent these sites from becoming a public health nuisance to the community arising from litter pollution caused by domestic refuse dumping, vandalism and Anti social behaviour activity. 

However establishing ownership has proven to be an onerous task in current climate. Following extensive investigation, it has been found that a number of these properties have been repossessed by financial institutions.  We continue to pursue ownership details through all avenues.  To date we have served notices on the banks to address problems arising from derelict properties.  

It is the intention of the Council to examine the possibility of leasing vacant dwellings from the owners when they are established.  However to date this has not been possible to do so with the only owner of a property who was willing to enter into such an arrangement due to their inability to produce a tax certificate.”
 
Mr. B. Coman informed the meeting that once identification of the owners of the vacant units was established, that a legal notice could be served on them to carry out works to render the property in a suitable condition.  Where the property has tenants in situ, a Housing Needs Assessment may need to be carried out, as this tenant may be made homeless in this situation. 
Following a discussion to which Councillors. M. Corr, C. King, D. Looney, E. O’Broin and G. Kenny contributed, .  Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development  and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  
The Councillors thanked the Housing Department for the works carried out to date.

 
The report was NOTED. 

H-I (5)  TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME - UPDATE
The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
“Traveller Accommodation Programme - Update

Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018
 
The Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 was published on the 3rd October 2013. It is available to the public online, at their local library or at SDCC offices. There is a 2 month period for interested parties to make submissions. The closing date for submissions is the 3rd December 2013. Following an assessment of the submissions received, the draft programme will be presented to the elected members for adoption.

The draft programme has 2 main themes - the provision of accommodation to meet demand in the Traveller Community and the development of estate management and tenant participation in new and existing Traveller sites.

 
Provision of Accommodation to Meet Projected Demand 2014 - 2018
 
Assessment of Demand for Accommodation for Travellers 2014 – 2018
	41 
	Families currently living in SDCC sites 

	64 
	Private rented/homeless accommodation 

	6 
	Others 

	111 
	Total number of families in need of accommodation per the 2013 Assessment 

	55 
	Units of accommodation required to cater for the estimated new family formations 

based on the number of children who will be 18 years of age or over during this programme 

	166 
	Gross Total Requirement under new programme 

	-70 
	Less those opting for social housing 

	96 
	Net provision for Traveller specific accommodation required in this programme 


* Figures for the Assessment were compiled using data from the Annual Traveller Count held in November 2012 and the Assessment of Housing Need held in April 2013.
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Accommodation Programme 
As detailed in the Assessment of Need for Traveller Accommodation there is a requirement to provide or to assist in the provision of the order of 166 units of accommodation across the full range of accommodation types (standard housing, group housing and residential caravan parks) over the period of the new programme. 

Standard Social Housing provision, as well as social housing provided under Part V contractual arrangemenst, Voluntary or RAS provisions, and also casual vacancies in existing stock, will cater for all Traveller families who opt for standard Council housing. All such accommodation must be let in accordance with the current Allocation Scheme for Social Housing.

 
Proposed Construction Programme 2014- 2018
This Scheme proposes a construction programme to meet the needs identified above in 3 separate but related methods.  Firstly the development of green field sites, at previously agreed locations, as a rollover programme from uncompleted elements of the 2008-2013 programme. Secondly, redevelopment of existing temporary sites and thirdly, where appropriate, consideration will be given to the provision of extra/infill units:

Redevelopments
 
	Development 
	No. of units 
	Type 
	Delivery 

	Ballyowen Lane 
	10 
	Bays 
	Ongoing 

	Belgard Road 
	3 
	Group Houses 
	2014 

	St. Aidans 
	5 
	Group Houses 
	2014 

	Oldcastle Park 
	20 
	To be determined 
	2015 

	Lynch's Lane 
	3 
	Bays 
	2015 

	Belgard Park 
	10 
	Group Houses 
	Pending funding and consultation with residents 

	Total 
	51 
	  
	  


 
Infill developments:
	Development 
	Maximum No. of units 
	Type 
	Delivery 

	Ballyowen 
	5 
	To be determined 
	As required 

	Owendoher Haven 
	2 
	Bays 
	As required 

	Hazelhill 
	2 
	To be determined 
	As required 

	Total 
	9 
	  
	  


 

 

New developments at agreed locations
	Development 
	No. of Units 
	Type of Unit 
	Description 
	Delivery 

	Newcastle 
	10 
	Group Houses 
	Part V 
	2014 

	Rathcoole 
	10 
	Group Houses 
	Part VIII 
	2016 

	Adamstown x 3 
	10 x 3 
	Group houses/bays 
	Part V 
	2017 

	Bustyhill 
	8 
	Bays 
	Part VIII 
	2018 

	Blackchurch 
	10 
	Bays 
	Part VIII 
	2018 

	Brittas 
	10 
	Bays 
	Part VIII 
	2018 

	Total 
	78 
	  
	  
	  


While the locations of proposed developments in the current programme remain the same, regard will had to the up to date data now available to the Council from the recent Assessment of Needs in respect of the type and mix of accommodation to be provided at specific locations for which designs have not yet commenced. This matter will be addressed as part of the ongoing consultation process being undertaken at present in conjunction with the implementation of the current approved programme and in the interests of best estate management practice.

 

The delivery of the above programme is entirely dependent on all necessary consents, planning approvals and funding. 

 

Development of Estate Management & Tenant Perticipation in Traveller Communities
It is the intention and aim of the Council to mainstream the management and maintenance of all Traveller specific accommodation within the relevant sections of the Council.  

However, it is accepted that the Council should continue to develop policies and practices in relation to estate management and community development prior to the mainstreaming of all aspects of Traveller accommodation within the relevant sections of the Council.

The Council proposes to continue to work closely with the Traveller community to enhance tenant participation programmes and environmental awareness programmes. The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee (LTACC) has established a sub-committee that meets quarterly specifically to address issues arising from the maintenance and management of Traveller Specific Accommodation. The sub-committee allows residents, local Traveller development groups and the Council to identify the best route to the development of safer, cleaner communities. The Council's Estate Management Unit, Community Department & Environmental Awareness Officer will assist in the development programmes in consultation with the local development groups and the LTACC.

 

Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney, C. King, M. Corr and B. Bonner contributed.  Three is an issue with the number of  vacancies within bays, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development  and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised
Cllr. D. Looney, on behalf of the Housing SPC, thanked the Housing Department for all the work and involvement with the LTACC.  Cllr. B. Bonner thanked the Council for their support in addressing traveller issues and an improvement in the lives of travellers is very apparent.  Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development, acknowledged the support from everyone involved in the Programme and will be addressing the issue of vacancies within bays.  The Housing Department will work with Traveller Support Groups to get positive outcomes and attitudes in place.  
The report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was agreed to hold an informal meeting around housing issues and questions with any members who wish to attend similar to the forum we held previously.
            at 3.p.m. on Friday, 13th December, 2013 in The Housing Conference Room. 

The meeting concluded at  6.45 p.m. 

Siniú:______________

Dáta:
_________________ 
     An Cathaoirleach
