COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 13th January 2014

PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Jones, C.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Lawlor, B.

	Dermody A-M.
	Looney, D.

	Devine, M
	Ó Broin, E.

	Duff, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Gilligan, T.
	Ridge, T.

	Hannon, J.
	Tuffy, E.

	Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	D. McLoughlin 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	P. Murphy, C. Henehan, T. Walsh, B. Coman,  F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Executive Officers
	H. Hogan, M. Maguire, E. O’Gorman 

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Planners
	C. Ryan, P. Hogan 

	Senior Executive Planners 
	S. Whelan, D. Larkin, A. Hyland

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, T. Shanahan, G. Sinclair, E. Leech

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne


The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney presided.
A minute’s silence was observed as a mark of respect for those members of our community who died tragically over the last few weeks.
H1a)/0114 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 9th December 2013 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
H1b)/0114 
Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting, 12th December 2013 which had been circulated,  were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King.
H2a)/0114 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 10th DECEMBER 2013  - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b)/0114
REPORTS  OF  AREA  COMMITTEES - JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 16th DECEMBER 2013  - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading 
H2c)/0114 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE – 17th DECEMBER 2013  - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2d)/0114 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE – 18th DECEMBER 2013  - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3/0114
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/0114
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES – ENVIRONMENT SPC
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
(i)   Report of Meeting 2nd December 2013
“Attendance
Members 



Officials
Councillor John Lahart (Cathaoirleach)
John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services           

Councillor Breda Bonner


Gerry O'Connell, Projects Manager Dublin City Council

Councillor Chris Bond


Tom Moyne, Senior Engineer

Councillor Máire Devine


Gabrielle Magee, Senior Executive Engineer

Councillor John Hannon


John Hand, Senior Executive Engineer 

Councillor Gus O'Connell


Sarah Duffy, Environmental Health Officer 

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy


Brian Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent

Councillor Eamonn Walsh

Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager

            
Sectoral Interests
Una Ruddock 

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Pat Lee
Apologies
Councillor Emma Coburn       

Sherri Brennan 

Mary Keegan

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Lahart presided.
Item 1 - Minutes of Previous Meeting
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 2nd September 2013 were agreed

Item 2 - Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising

Item 3 - Update on CFRAM programme
Gerry O' Connell, Projects Manager, Dublin City Council gave a presentation updating the members on the CFRAMS programme and the River Dodder Catchment Draft Flood Risk Assessment and Management Plan outlining

· Dodder Catchment area 

· Mapping and defining floodplains 

· Development of flood risk scenarios and options 

· Public consultation period March-June 2012 

· 45 submissions received– 3 from SDCC area and 9 general to all Local Authorities 

· Current project status

Following contributions from Cllr Walsh, Cllr Devine, Cllr Lahart, Cllr O'Connell, and Ms Kiernan, Mr. O'Connell responded to questions from the members. 

The project was recommended for adoption to the Council and for incorporation into the development plan. Proposed by Cllr Walsh and seconded by Cllr Devine

Item 4 - Draft Dublin Environmental Noise Action Plan 2013-2018
Sarah Duffy, Environmental Health Officer reported on the Draft Dublin Environmental Noise Action Plan 2013-2018 outlining the background to the plan, review of the current plan, public consultation process and wish list for the next plan. The amended plan has been forwarded to the EPA who submits all noise action plans to the EU on behalf of Ireland before 18th January 2014.

Following contributions from Cllr. Walsh, Cllr .O'Connell, Ms Ruddock, Cllr. Hannon, Cllr Devine, Cllr Lahart, Ms Kiernan, and Cllr Walsh, Ms Duffy and Director of Services, J Quinlivan responded to queries raised. 

Members will forward suggestion of locations for noise monitoring stations in the County to Ms. Duffy

The report was NOTED

Item 5 - Draft Control of Horses byelaws report
A report on the Draft Control of Horses byelaws was presented by John Quinlivan, Director of Services. The draft byelaws were advertised for public consultation from the 7th October to 15th November – no submissions were received. A copy of the draft byelaws were prepared and attached. Following a discussion, it was agreed to come back to the Environment SPC for further discussion.

Item 6 - Update on preparation of Eastern & Midlands Regional Waste Management Plan 2015-2021
Director of Services, J Quinlivan gave a report on process and current position regarding the preparation of Eastern & Midlands Regional Waste Management Plan 2015-2021 which will commence in early 2014. South Dublin County is now part of the Eastern & Midland Region with Dublin City Council taking the lead. A notice of intent to make a plan has been published with the closing date for submissions from the public on Thursday 19th December 2013.  The SPC will be informed as the process continues.

Item 7 - Options to restrict the growth of trees in front gardens
Brian Sheehan, Senior Parks Superintendent gave a report on restricting growth of trees in gardens. Following contributions from Cllr. Bond, Cllr O'Connell, Ms Kiernan, Ms Ruddock, Cllr. Hannon, Cllr. Tuffy, Director of Services, J Quinlivan responded to queries raised. It was agreed that links to legislation referred to in the report and discussions would be circulated to members

A.O.B. 
Ms Ruddock informed the group that the Environmental Pillar had arranged a free public workshop on the Aarhus Convention on the 7th December in Dublin - full details available here
The meeting concluded at 7.10p.m.”
(ii) Minutes of Meeting 2nd September 2013
“Attendance
Members                                             Officials
Councillor John Lahart (Cathaoirleach)
John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services 

Councillor Breda Bonner


Teresa Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services

Councillor Emma Coburn

Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer

Councillor Máire Devine


Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager

Councillor John Hannon                        Sorcha O'Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer

Councillor Gus O'Connell                           

Councillor Eamonn Tuffy                                       

Councillor Eamonn Walsh                                                                         

Sectoral Interests
Una Ruddock 

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Apologies
Councillor Chris Bond      

Councillor William Lavelle           

Sherri Brennan 

Mary Keegan
Pat Lee

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Lahart presided.
Item 1 - Minutes of Previous Meeting
Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 7th May 2013. 

Proposed by, Cllr Devine seconded by Cllr O'Connell and Agreed

Item 2 - Matters Arising 
Running order of SPC items was amended as reflected in order below

Item 3 - Irish Water Update
Teresa Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services gave a presentation updating the members on the process of Water Services transition to Irish Water. Following contributions from Cllr Lahart, Cllr Devine, Ms Ruddock, Cllr Hannon, Cllr O'Connell, Ms Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services responded to questions from the members. Ms Walsh also stated that a further update report will be brought to the O&P meeting on 19th September 2013. 
It was agreed to liaise with Irish Water to provide a schedule or map of water meter installation prior to that work commencing within the County and this will be brought to the Area Committee Meetings.

Item 4 - Litter Fine & Payment Update
Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer gave an update presentation on Litter Fines and Payments. Following contributions from Cllr Lahart, Cllr Walsh, Cllr Hannon, Cllr Devine, Ms Kiernan, Cllr O'Connell and Cllr Walsh, Director of Services, J Quinlivan responded to queries raised. 

Item 5 - Draft Litter byelaws 
Following a report on the Litter bye-laws by Maire Ni Dhomhnaill and contributions form Cllr O'Connell, Cllr Lahart it was agreed that the draft Litter Byelaws would be placed as a headed Item at the next Council meeting.

Item 6 - Noise pollution presentation 
Director of Services, J Quinlivan gave a report on the Draft Dublin Environmental Noise Action Plan stating that the next step as per May's SPC was to recommend the report to the Council for adoption. The committee recommended a delay in recommending the report to allow for Mr O'Brien to be present at Novembers SPC to answer any possible queries on the report.  

Item 7 - Draft Control of Horses Bye Laws
Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer gave a report on the Draft Horse Bye Laws. Following contributions from Ms Kiernan, Cllr O'Connell Cllr Devine and Cllr Lahart, Director of Services, J Quinlivan responded to queries raised. It was agreed that the Draft Horse Byelaws go out to consultation and an update report be brought back to the next SPC  

A.O.B. 
The meeting concluded at 7p.m.”
The reports were NOTED.
H5/0114
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q5 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Q1/0114
HOUSE PURCHASE LOANS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine 

To ask the Manager for a report on applications for a house purchase loan for the year to date?
REPLY:
Subject to certain criteria, South Dublin County Council continues to offer House Purchase Loans - a mortgage for the construction or purchase of new and second hand homes, including those bought on the open market. 

The House Purchase Loan is for a maximum loan-to-value ratio (LTV) of 97%, subject to a maximum loan of €220,000.  

Applicants must be first time buyers as defined in the Housing (Local Authority Loans) Regulations 2009 (S.I. 145 of 2009) and aged between 18 and 70 years of age.

Proof of inadequate loan offer is a key requirement and confirmation of inadequate loan offers by two (2) financial institutions (bank or building society lenders only) must be submitted with all house purchase loan applications.

The following is an outline on South Dublin County Council's House Purchase Loans activity during 2013:

	No of applications received
	44
	 

	No of applications returned after initial check i.e. not sent to the Housing Agency
	32
	Prelim. assessment undertaken indicate failure to meet key criteria eg good financial standing / track record of regular savings

	No of applications sent to the Housing Agency
	12
	An Irish Credit Bureau search on each applicant must be undertaken

	No Declined by Housing Agency/No of applications refused
	4
	Failure to meet key criteria eg good financial standing / track record of regular savings / poor borrowing and repayment record)

	No of applications in progress/with the Housing Agency
	1
	 

	No of provisional approvals
	8
	One of these approvals relates to an application sent to the Housing Agency in late 2012

	No of final approvals issued and loans advanced
	4
	 

	No of HPLs used to fund Tenant Purchase 
	4
	 Tenant Purchase Schemes are currently closed


Q2/0114
COMMUNITY RADIO

QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Manager what supports are given to community radio operating in the South Dublin County area, to report on engagement between the Council and community radio stations, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
Community Radio is recognised as a rapidly growing broadcasting sector and a force for community development, identity, and expression. When operated well it can be a platform and opportunity to facilitate individuals, groups, and communities to tell their own diverse stories, to share experiences, and in a media rich world to become active creators and contributors of media, rather than passive consumers. 

The Council has supported Liffey Sound FM based at Ballyowen Castle Community Centre with a number of grants under the Councils Community Grant Scheme over the years. Liffey Sound FM is a not-for-profit Community Radio service run by volunteers which was granted a five year license in 2006 to serve the Community of Lucan and its environs and has a current 3 year extension to that license.

The Council has also supported Curious Broadcast Tallaght based in RUA RED Civic Arts Centre. Curious Broadcast is a radio studio that creates a space for innovation and cultural experimentation across sectors. It enables communities, artists, the third sector and individuals to tell stories that challenge, inspire, inform, interfere and generate curiosity about each other and the world we live in. It is a radio / broadcast service dedicated to creating high quality audio programmes and audio broadcasts while working collaboratively with the arts, community & NGO sectors through the medium of FM Radio, Web Radio and Podcasts. It was set up by individuals working within broadcasting and arts and arts communities in Ireland.

West Dublin Access Radio covers parts of Clondalkin and Palmerstown and are based at the Ballyfermot Civic Centre, Ballyfermot Road, Dublin 10.

Initially 100 day broadcasting licenses are secured from the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) and as a track record is built with regards to programming, operations, and community involvement, a multi-year license becomes available normally 5/7 years.

To operate full licenses, groups constitute themselves as cooperatives or limited companies with no share capital, and a board is elected from the community to manage the station transparently and with accountability in the interests of all. It is of course important to establish a sound realistic business case from the start with a strong sustainable financial case to support it.
Q3/0114
IRISH WATER

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 
To ask the Manager for an update on the financial and staffing implications around the establishment of Irish Water, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
As the Council will continue to provide both water and drainage services under a Service Level Agreement, there are no impacts arising to staffing levels from the establishment of Irish Water. There are some changes to operational arrangements for which a suite of Protocols have been developed and put in place. Training Programmes are been provided to staff to engage with the transition to Irish Water and to manage all aspects of the work attached to that transition. 

The adopted Budget provides for expenditure of €11,458,900 during 2014 on operational services and supports for Irish Water.  The costs associated with the services provided to Irish Water will be recouped via a monthly invoice.   As discussed during the 2014 budget process some significant payments such as the cost of bulk water, the drainage agreement and commercial rates will be directly incurred by Irish Water and are no longer included in the South Dublin budget.  This change of accounting will not affect the level or quality of water services in 2014 but accounts for the significant reduction in the Water Services expenditure when compared to 2013.  The level of supports and delivery of same to Irish Water has been agreed in the 2014 Service Level Agreement.  

Q4/0114
SOCIAL HOUSING

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 
To ask the Manager to provide an update on the Council's plans to provide new social housing during 2014, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
During 2013 the Council identified a number of sites throughout the county with potential for proposed infill development.   Details of these sites and proposals were submitted to the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government as part of the Council's response to the Government's Summer 2013 call for proposals for inclusion on a local authority housing construction led job stimulus programme.  The locations included:

1. St Marks' Clondalkin  (11 units) 

2. St Finian's, Lucan  (2 units) 

3. Suncroft, Tallaght (10 units) 

4. MacUilliam, Tallaght (28 units) 

5. Mayfield, Clondalkin (18 units)

Sites 1 - 3 listed above were among three Part 8 Public Consultation Planning Processes successfully concluded with the Manager's reports presented to and approved by the Council on 9th of September 2013.   In line with the prescribed procedure associated with all capital works, a formal submission has now been forwarded to the DoECLG for approval to proceed to tender stage on these three (3) schemes and we await the outcome of this submission.

Sites 4 - 5 listed above are currently going through a formal Part 8 Public Consultation Planning Process. Details of these proposed schemes are available here. This process is expected to conclude with presentation of the Manager's Report to the Council at the March 2014 meeting.

The Council is also currently carrying out an assessment of short to medium land bank requirements to facilitate additional future building programmes.

We are conscious that the national Budget 2014 contained stimulus measures in the housing area and it is anticipated that an announcement regarding funding will be made early in the New Year on projects already submitted for approval.   (€100m was announced for a national construction programme over 2014/2015 with approximately €35m of this funding being targeted at people with a special housing need – people with a disability/ elderly / homeless, and €65m for mainstream local authority housing).Based on the budget announcement is is also likely that funding may be made available to Approved Housing Bodies for provision of units through the Capital Assistance Scheme, and the Council may be requested to submit a programme of proposed acquisitions (in consultation with AHBs) under this scheme.  

During 2014 the Council will also continue to be proactive in the procurement of units for the provision of social housing support under the Social Housing Leasing and RAS schemes (whereby we enter into lease arrangements with private property owners and Voluntary Housing Bodies to procure homes to provide for the housing needs of persons on social housing waiting lists).  In 2013 circa 350  units were procured with a significant number contracted in late December through multi-unit leases,  and we expect to exceed this figure during 2014 with a number of proposals for multi-unit leasing at various locations throughout the county currently being considered.  

In addition the Council successfully negotiated over the past couple of years a number of financial compensations as a result of agreements in accordance with Part V, and in accordance with the Part V conditions this fund can be used to finance the purchase of completed units.   During 2014, it is intended to purchase a number of suitable units throughout the county in areas of housing demand with some proceeds from this fund.

In total during 2013 there were approximately 350 allocations, most of which were through the Council's Choice Based Letting System, and a similar if not higher figure is expected for 2014 based on expected additional procurements.   Outside of new procurements, there will also be allocations to casual vacancies due to surrenders in the Council's existing housing stock.

Q5/0114
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 
To ask the Manager to outline the timeline and process involved in the making of the new County Development Plan, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
The process for making a new County Development Plan is set out in the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended.  The entire process takes up to 99 weeks and is divided into two principal stages as follows: The initial pre-draft plan publication stage of up to 48 weeks and the subsequent draft plan stage of up to 51 weeks.

A new County Development Plan must be made every 6 years.  The first stage of the process is that notice of the review is given to the Minister, the Board (An Bord Pleanala), Prescribed Authorities, adjoining Authorities, Regional Authority and the general public.  Notice of the review must be not later than 4 years after the current Plan was adopted. The current South Dublin County Development Plan was adopted in September 2010 which means that a review must commence no later than September 2014.

There are then a minimum of 8 weeks for submissions, which at this stage of the process, must be strategic in nature and may not relate to land zoning.  The Planning and Development Act 2000 states:-  "As soon as may be after giving notice…a planning authority shall take whatever additional measures it considers necessary to consult with the general public and other interested bodies.'" Without prejudice to the generality of the above, the Act also states:-  "a Planning Authority shall hold public meetings, invite written submissions and may invite oral submissions to be made…".

There are a maximum of 16 weeks from publication of notice to report to Members, which will be by late 2014.  Members then have a further maximum period of 10 weeks to issue directions to the Manager, which must be strategic in nature, consistent with the draft core strategy of the Plan, taking account of the statutory obligations of the Local Authority and any relevant policies of the Government or Minister.  This would be by February 2015.

A Draft Development Plan must then be prepared within a further period of a maximum of 12 weeks and submitted to the Members.  This would be by May 2015.  Members then have a maximum of 8 weeks to consider and if necessary, amend the Draft Development Plan prior to display.  This would be by mid 2015

There are a further 2 weeks to finalise the Draft Plan for display.  Notice and copies of the Draft Plan are then given to the Minister, the Board, Prescribed Authorities, adjoining Authorities and the general public, followed by a period of not less than 10 weeks public display, during which submissions may be made.  This would be during Autumn 2015

A Manager's report on submissions received must be given to the Members not more than 22 weeks after notice of Draft Plan.  This would be by late 2015.  Members then have a maximum of 12 further weeks to consider and make/amend the Draft Plan.  This would be by Spring 2016 and the draft Plan could be made at that stage if there are no material amendments.  Where proposed amendments to the Draft Plan are 'material', there are a maximum of 3 further weeks to give notice of proposed amendments.

Proposed amendments must then go on public display for a minimum of 4 weeks during which submissions may be made.  The Manager must report to the Members not more than 8 weeks after notice of proposed amendments given.  Members then have maximum of 6 weeks to consider the amendments.  This would take the process into mid 2016.

The County Development Plan must be made within 2 years or else the Plan is deemed to be made and the Plan has effect 4 weeks after the date it is made.  The Planning and Development Act 2000 envisages that the whole process from notice of review to adoption of Plan should take 2 years, although it does state that failure to meet the timescales set out does not invalidate the Plan.  

Whilst the timescales above are set out in the Planning Acts the commencement of the process and the resulting meeting and consultation dates will be the subject of a report to, and discussion at, the O & P & F Committee.

H6/0114 
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H7a)/0114
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE:  12 CASTLE PARK, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented   by Mr. B. Coleman Director of Housing, Social and Community Development and was CONSIDERED: 
“The following have applied, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rent) (No 2) Act, to acquire the fee simple in the property.
	ADDRESS  
	LESSEE(S)  
	PURCHASE PRICE  

	12 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	Nicola Simpson
	€41.33


It is proposed, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above.

Daniel McLoughlin 
County Manager”                 
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Ms Nicola Simpson.  Nicola Simpson has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property. The Ground Rent payable is €41.33 per annum.
	ADDRESS  
	LESSEE(S)  
	PURCHASE PRICE 

	12 Castle Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	Nicola Simpson
	€41.33”


H7b)/0104  
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST - 46 AVONBEG ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO TERESA McEVOY
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman Director of Housing, Social and Community Development and was CONSIDERED: 

“The following have applied, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rent) (No 2) Act, to acquire the fee simple in the property.

	ADDRESS 

	LESSEE(S) 
	PURCHASE PRICE 

	46 Avonbeg Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	Teresa McEvoy
	€41.33


It is proposed, in accordance with the provisions of the landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above.

Daniel McLoughlin 
County Manager”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:
“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council dispose of the fee simple in the site listed hereunder to Ms Teresa McEvoy.  Teresa McEvoy has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property. The Ground Rent payable is €41.33 per annum.
	ADDRESS 
	LESSEE(S) 
	PURCHASE PRICE 

	46 Avonbeg Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	Teresa McEvoy
	€41.33”


H7c)/0114 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES & SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SITE AT KILLINARDEN, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION & SKILLS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED: 
“The Department of Education and Skills approached the Council to identify a site that would be suitable for the provision of a replacement primary school for Scoil Chaitlín Maude in Killinarden, Tallaght.  A site opposite Hazelgrove Estate in Killinarden, between the N81 and Killinarden Heights was identified as being suitable and following further discussions with the Department of Education and Skills the Chief Valuer was requested to recommend terms and conditions for the disposal of the site. The Department has indicated its acceptance of the terms offered. 

I therefore recommend subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, that the Council dispose of a site at Hazelgrove, Killinarden, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the Minister for Education & Skills, subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Chief Valuer:

1.     That the site is as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No LA/50/13 attached, having an area of 1.6 hectares or thereabouts.

2.     That the disposal price shall be in the sum of €445,000 (four hundred and forty five thousand euro) plus VAT (if applicable) payable as follows:

(a)  10% on signing of a contract which shall be no later than 4 weeks from the date of approval of the transaction by the Council.

(b)   90% on the date of closing.

3.     That the disposal price is exclusive of all outgoings. That the purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of all planning levies, costs and connection charges arising in the planning process.

4.     That the Council shall transfer the unencumbered (aside from services) freehold title with vacant possession in the bulk of the site comprising 1.55 ha or thereabouts, and the freehold interest in part of the site comprising  grass verge situated on the northern boundary of the site with an area of c. 0.05 hectares or thereabouts.  That any public or private rights of way over the grass verge will not be affected by the disposal.

5.     That the Purchaser shall construct a boundary feature on the site which shall be in accordance with the Planning & Development and the Building Control legislation.

6.     That the Purchaser shall only be permitted to landscape, construct a footpath and surface set down /car parking area and extend the road on the portion of the site that comprises grass verge on the northern boundary.  If works are carried out on the grass verge which comprises part of the public road, then the Purchaser will indemnify the Council against any claims.

The Council will retain the right to take in charge the grass verge including any works constructed on this area and any works on this area will be agreed with the Council.

7.     That the Purchaser shall duct and underground the electricity pylons and cables situated on the area outlined in purple on the attached Indicative Drawing No. 2.  These works are to be carried out to the Council's satisfaction and the Purchaser will indemnify the Council against any claims as a result of such works.

8.     That the Council shall retain a wayleave over any existing services and this will include the right to unimpeded access at all times to any existing services to maintain, repair or renew same. That any landscape works over the wayleave are to be agreed with the Council prior to commencement of such works. That no structure shall be constructed over the wayleave area. 

9.     That all outstanding charges, rates and taxes (if any) on the site shall be cleared prior to completion of the transaction.

10. That the Purchaser shall be responsible for payment of all the Council's reasonable valuer's and legal costs associated with the conveyance of the site including VAT and outlay.

11. That the Council shall prepare accurate transfer maps following final survey for inclusion with the contract documentation.

12. That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal agreements and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature.

13. That no contract enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged.

 14. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 

D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. King and D. Looney.
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and AGREED:

“That, subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, that the Council dispose of a site at Hazelgrove, Killinarden, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the Minister for Education & Skills, subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer and as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H8/0114
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community Development, and was CONSIDERED: 
“Introduction
Under the provisions of the Traveller Accommodation Act 1998, South Dublin County Council is required to prepare, adopt and implement a new Traveller Accommodation Programme to meet the accommodation needs of the county's indigenous Traveller Community, i.e. those families who have been resident in the county for at least three years prior to the adoption of South Dublin County Council's Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018.

The existing programme, which took affect on the 1st January 2009, expired on 31st December 2013. The new Traveller Accommodation Programme will cover the period from the 1st January 2014 to the 31st December 2018.

The Minister for Housing and Planning has issued a number of directions under the Act in relation to the preparation of the new Traveller Accommodation Programme and these are contained in Circular Letter Housing 26/2013, together with a 'Memorandum on the Preparation, Adoption and Implementation of Local Traveller Accommodation Programmes 2014 – 2018'. The Minister has specified that the latest date for the adoption of accommodation programmes is the 30th April, 2014.

Consultative Process
The Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 requires that an extensive and thorough consultation process underpin the preparation and implementation of the Accommodation Programme with all interests concerned. Accommodation programmes are required to be prepared and implemented in consultation with other local public authorities, community groups and other bodies, Travellers both directly and via the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, Traveller Support Groups and the public in general. The purpose of these consultation provisions is to ensure that the views of all concerned with or affected by proposals for Traveller Accommodation are considered.

Notice of the intention to carry out the Assessment of Need and to prepare the Draft Accommodation Programme was given to members of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, voluntary housing associations active within the county, the Health Services Executive, and all 5 adjoining Housing Authorities.  It was also advertised in the press and circulated to the Irish Traveller Movement. Local Traveller Development Groups, Gardai, Pavee Point, Exchange House and all agencies in the Interagency Group process. The closing date for receipt of submissions prior to the publication of the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 was the 20th September 2013. Five (5) submissions were received and are included in draft programme in Appendix 2. These submissions were from the Health Service Executive, Respond Housing Association, The Irish Traveller Movement, Tallaght Travellers Community Development Group and Clondalkin Travellers Development Group. These submissions were used to inform the content of the draft programme

The Draft programme was published on the 3rd October 2013 and notice of its publication was advertised in the national press and on the Council's website. Notification was also provided to members of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, the voluntary housing associations active within the county, the Health Services Executive, and the 5 adjoining Housing Authorities. Following publication, a two month period in which interested parties could make a submission on the draft programme commenced. The closing date for submissions was Tuesday, 3rd December 2013. 5 submissions were received and are addressed below.

A meeting of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee took place on the 21st November, 2013 to discuss the draft programme. Following discussions, it was agreed to make the following amendments to the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme:

Provide further information on the membership and workings of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee 

· Reinforce the intention to seek the involvement of the voluntary housing sector in the provision and management of Traveller Accommodation. 

· Include in programme a commitment to develop and strengthen the link between the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee and the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee 

· Recognition of the viewpoint provided by the Traveller representatives of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee that smaller developments have worked better in terms of estate management 

· Statement that it is important to note that although the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme is a multi-annual programme, funding allocations from the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government are granted at this time on an annual basis. 

· Recognition of the difficulty that Travellers face in securing private rented accommodation in an already difficult rental market. 

· That under the new programme, a targeted approach is made to identify and meet the needs of those Travellers who have been granted medical priority by the Council's Medical Officer. 

· Acknowledgement that Travellers can face serious difficulties in accessing finance and loans to procure caravans/mobile homes. 

· Include in the programme the view of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee that the membership of the Meeting of Co-ordinating Services for Travellers Steering Group should be re-examined to include Travellers/Traveller representatives

The draft programme presented to the elected members has been amended to address these points.

Five (5) submissions in relation to the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme were received before the closing date. The submissions and the Council's response to the issues raised follows: 

1.        Submission received on the 12th November 2013 from Mark Bradley, Coordinator, Tallaght Traveller Community Development Programme.
The issues raised in the submission from Mark Bradley and the Council's response are as follows:

Issue: That voluntary housing agencies are invited onto the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee & subcommittees along with County Manager. Concern that specific voluntary housing agencies are not identified in the programme.
Response:  The Council is committed to actively working with any approved housing body who wish to get involved in the management and provision of Traveller accommodation and to this end will actively engage with them over the period of the programme.  Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) will be invited to join the LTACC when it is next constituted following the Local Elections later this year
It should be noted that the County Manager is represented on the current Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee by senior management in the Housing Department and that the issue of Traveller accommodation is a key priority for South Dublin County Council.

Issue: That new developments are kept to a maximum of 4 units to allow better cohesion among families resident on the sites and to create a better sense of ownership and that all new builds are located within or close to settled housing estates with access to necessary amenities.
Response: One of the core goals of the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme is to meet the projected future demand for social and Traveller specific housing. While there is recognition that smaller developments sometime operate better, regard must still be had to meeting the demand for accommodation. Over the lifetime of the plan, the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee will continue to review the demand for Traveller specific accommodation and at the planning and design phase, will look to reduce the size of developments if demand is being met through the allocation of casual vacancies. All new developments will be designed so that they are not marginalised from the wider community and have access to all necessary amenities.
Issue: That the issue of the provision of a transient site for Travellers be a priority under the new Traveller Accommodation Programme.
Response: As outlined in the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme, it is an objective of the Council to consider the provision of transient accommodation in the county during the term of the current Traveller Accommodation Programme

In consultation with the other Dublin Local Authorities it has agreed that in the Greater Dublin Area, transient accommodation would be provided as part of a network of transient sites throughout all of the neighbouring metropolitan Authorities, in a coordinated and comprehensive manner and discussions in this regard is ongoing between all four local authorities.

However, in light of the existing financial constraints, the main focus of the Council will be to meet the projected need for permanent accommodation for Travellers and that the provision of a transient site should be addressed when that demand for permanent accommodation is realized and in conjunction with the other Dublin local authorities. 

The provision of such a facility will also discussed with the AHBs who are interested in working with the Council in the provision of Traveller Accommodation.

Issue: That the membership of the Meeting of Co-ordinating Services for Travellers Steering Group which forms part of the Interagency Traveller Strategy be re-examined to address the absence of Travellers and Traveller representatives.
Response: While it is not a function of the Traveller Accommodation Programme to determine the membership of the Interagency Co-ordinating Services for Travellers Steering Group, the concerns of both Traveller Development Groups as well as the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee will be brought to the attention of the steering group.
Issue: Concern that Traveller families in crisis and presenting as homeless could be excluded from services if their behavior is interpreted by staff as abusive, confrontational or violent. Submission requests that staff are trained to operate when dealing with families in crisis.
Response: It is important to note that not only has the Council a duty of care to provide accommodation to those in need, it also has a duty of care to ensure the health and safety of its staff. Frontline staff, who deliver services to those families in crisis, have already received extensive training, including cultural awareness training, but will continue to examine their training needs and requirements under the Performance Management Development System. 
Work is underway in developing an acceptable behavior policy for customers which will look at best practice here and in the UK. Within the Housing Department, a pilot restorative practice training programme is being rolled out currently which will look to provide a pathway for clients who have been involved in critical incidents with staff to evaluate the impact of their actions and re-engage with services in a timely manner.

Issue: Need for initiative to enable and educate those Travellers with literacy or computer skills issues on accessing housing services.
Response: Included in the draft programme (on page 7) is reference to a pilot programme to commence in 2014 where the Council will work closely with the Traveller Development Groups to educate and advise families on the accommodation waiting lists on their options. It is envisaged that this issue will addressed as part of this programme.
Issue: Concern that the accommodation needs of single Travellers are not met under the proposed programme.
Response: It is clearly stated in the draft programme that applications for accommodation for either Traveller specific accommodation or standard housing will be considered on the basis of the Council's current Allocation Scheme for Social Housing.

There is no barrier to single people applying under this scheme providing they meet all the necessary requirements (in need of housing, income does not exceed stated limits etc). To date, group housing provided under previous Traveller Accommodation Programmes has been 4 bedroom units to meet the need of large Traveller families who required accommodation.

The Council will examine the information gathered during the annual Traveller census count conducted on the 29th November 2013 to identify the number of single adult travellers and examine how their accommodation needs can be met during the course of the programme.

Issue: That those Travellers who have been granted medical priority by the Council's Medical Officer be identified and steps taken to address their needs.
Response: The Council will identify those Travellers who have received medical priority and put together a specific programme to identify what specific works are required.  If the funding streams to finance the works are available the programme will be implemented as part of the Traveller Accommodation Programme.  

Issue: That all budgets provided to South Dublin County Council by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government be presented to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee meetings.
Response: Information in respect of capital funding for new builds are already presented to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.  In recent times the funding from the Department in relation to maintenance and management costs have been provided to the committee with a view to improving the value for money achieved within them.  This will continue during this programme.  It is important to note that these monies are recouped after the expenditure is incurred initially by the local authority. 

Issue: Need for a new initiative to replace the Caravan Loan Scheme. Suggested changes to national rent allowance policy to enable Travellers to secure caravans, mobile homes or trailers. The Household Budget Scheme, run by An Post on behalf of the Minister for Social Protection, to be used to ensure repayment of loans to provide mobile accommodation. 
Response: The suggestions regarding rent allowance and the Household Budget Scheme are national issues.  They are however being examined in conjunction with the Governments policy to move from Rent Allowance to Housing Assistance Payment.  

Issue: That a DVD be made in tandem with the Tenant's Handbook which is currently being reviewed which would be oral and visual in nature and aid those with literacy issues.
Response: The Council feels there is a great deal of merit in this suggestion. While it is not mentioned specifically within the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme, the subcommittee of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee dealing with maintenance and management issues would be seen as the ideal vehicle to drive this initiative.

Issue: That consideration be given to integrating the Traveller Accommodation Unit to reduce overheads and standardise the housing lists.
Response: It is the intention and aim of the Council to mainstream the management and maintenance of all Traveller specific accommodation within the relevant sections of the Council and to date some of this has been achieved. Viz. Rent collection, Allocations and Estate Management in Group housing 

However, it is accepted that the Council should continue to develop policies and practices in relation to estate management and community development prior to the mainstreaming of all aspects of Traveller accommodation within the relevant sections of the Council in order to address the historical legacy of issues and difficulties that Travellers faced in respect of securing accommodation as well as sustaining tenancies after they had been allocated. 

The mainstreaming of the services provided by the Traveller Accommodation Unit would not mean any increase in funding available for Traveller accommodation requirements.

2.        Submission received from Cena  - Culturally Appropriate Homes Limited ( a Traveller led voluntary accommodation association) dated the 14th November 2013, received via email on the 20th November 2013
Issue: Background to the establishment of Cena, statement of the aims and functions of Cena and information in respect of Cena's proposed pilot schemes; a rural based halting site pilot project and an urban based group housing pilot project and an invitation for local authorities to express an interest in participating in the pilot projects.
Response: South Dublin County Council welcomes the establishment of Cena as a Traveller led association within the approved voluntary housing sector seeking to develop a Traveller led model for the delivery and management of culturally appropriate Traveller accommodation. As stated previously, as part of the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme, the Council is seeking to actively engage with voluntary housing associations to encourage them to expand their role in the provision and management of Traveller specific accommodation. The Council will make contact with Cena and enter into discussions to determine what role the Council can play in enabling Cena to meet its aims. 

3.        Submission received from Irish Traveller Movement dated 27th November 2013, received 2nd December 2013.
The issues raised by the Irish Traveller Movement (ITM) and the Council's response to those issues are as follows:

Issue: No specific information within the draft programme on how Travellers apply for Traveller specific accommodation.
Response:  The draft programmes brief is to set out background, policy, aims and targets in relation to Traveller accommodation for the period 2014 – 2018. It is not intended to be a manual for Travellers wishing to access services. The Council's Traveller Accommodation Unit is tasked with providing an advisory as well as an administrative service to Travellers in respect of accommodation issues and staff are always willing to help any client to apply for accommodation, whether Traveller specific or standard.

Included in the draft programme (on page 7) is reference to a pilot programme to commence in 2014 where the Council will work closely with the Traveller Development Groups to educate and advise families on the accommodation waiting lists on their options. It is envisaged that this issue will addressed as part of this programme.

Issue: Links with the Tallaght Traveller Community Development Group and the Clondalkin Traveller Development Group in identifying an assessment of housing need for Travellers.
Response: Prior and during the Assessment of Housing Need carried out nationally in 2013, both development groups were briefed at meetings of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee and at meetings of the sub-committee of the LTACC dealing with Traveller accommodation issues on the assessment of housing need and the response being received from Travellers. The Council is satisfied that every effort was made to make contact with those Travellers who did not respond during the assessment process.

Issue: That Travellers be recognised by South Dublin County Council as an ethnic minority and recognition of Traveller's distinct cultural needs.
Response: South Dublin County Council has been advised that the matter of recognition of Travellers as an ethnic group is being examined by the Department of Justice & Equality and other Government Departments. Therefore it would not be appropriate for the Council to make a determination on the ethnic status of Travellers in advance of this. 

The Council is committed through the school project and the Yellow Flag programme to raising awareness on the culture and history of Travellers. The two specific areas of economic activity referred to in the submission, namely horses and scrap trading, are subject to bye-laws, land zoning, licensing etc and as these issues are much wider than the remit of the Traveller Accommodation programme, they are not referred to in the programme.

Issue: That the issue of the management of accommodation be prioritised.
Response: The management and maintenance of existing as well as new Traveller specific developments is a core part of the proposed Traveller Accommodation Programme.

Issue: That South Dublin County Council would hold training for staff who work with Travellers on cultural awareness.
Response: Frontline staff who deliver services to Travellers have already received extensive training, including cultural awareness training, but will continue to examine their training needs and requirements under the Performance Management Development System. 

Issue: Clarify the meaning of the 'indigenous clause'
Response: The introduction to the Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 - 2018 clearly states that the programme is been drawn up to 'meet the accommodation needs of the county's indigenous Traveller Community, i.e. those families who have been resident in the county for at least three years prior to the adoption of South Dublin County Council's Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018.' 

The use of an 'indigenous clause' allows the local authority to plan what numbers of houses/bays will be required throughout the programme. The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, have stated in circular letter TAU 4/2009, that the High Court has held that the inclusion of an indigenous clause within a Traveller Accommodation Programme comes within the statutory power of a housing authority, as long as the indigenous policy is not applied so rigidly as to become an effective bar to a member of the Traveller community being considered for accommodation by a housing authority. 

Issue: Following the establishment of the new Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee after the forthcoming local elections, that ITM could facilitate a session with the new committee on the goals and terms of reference of the committee.
Response: This will be arranged following the establishment of the new Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.

Issue: That a monitoring system be put in place to record details of families who are transient within South Dublin to give a clear picture of the need for a transient site.
Response: The Council will continue to monitor and record details of transient Traveller families in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council.

Issue: That a homelessness policy for Travellers be drawn up at the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee that would also link into a metropolitan network of authorities.
Response: The Dublin Regional Homeless Executive which represents the 4 Dublin LA and in which Dublin City is the lead agency is the body charged with the homeless response in the Greater Dublin Area.  Any specific issues that the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee wish to make in relation to Travellers can be addressed to this body.

Issue:  No mention in the Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme of an emergency or temporary site being provided or how the Council will deal with emergency situations.
Response: as stated within the Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme, 'South Dublin County Council does not agree that the provision of spaces to be used on an emergency basis where families leave accommodation because of violence and intimidation is necessary. The Council is committed to developing best practice in tenant participation and estate management so that issues that arise can be dealt with without families needing to abandon their accommodation and also to build vibrant, inclusive, safe communities for Travellers.'

Issue: ITM recommends the reinstatement of the Caravan Loan Scheme.
 Response: The Council cannot justify the reinstatement of the Caravan Loan Scheme at this time while it is dealing with the legacy of unsustainable high level of arrears owed on loans granted previously.

Issue: That all years of the proposed programme are costed.
Response: It is not possible to accurately account for construction costs and land acquisition costs over the five year duration of the programme. Also it is important to note that although the Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 is a multi-annual programme, capital funding for Traveller accommodation projects is currently allocated on an annual basis.

4.        Submission received via email on the 2nd December 2013 from Councillor Gus O'Connell, Chairperson of the South Dublin Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.
Issue: That the full texts of the submissions received prior to the publication of the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme be included as an appendix
Response: the full texts of the submissions received from Health Service Executive, Respond Housing Association, Irish Traveller Movement, Tallaght Travellers Community Development Group and Clondalkin Travellers Development Group are included in Appendix 2 of the proposed programme.

Issue: Include in programme a reference to formalising links between the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee and the Housing and Social Development Strategic Housing Development Committee of the Council.
Response: This has been included in the proposed programme.

Issue: That an annual review of the programme with a report to the elected members be included.
Response: It is agreed that an annual review of the Traveller Accommodation Programme would keep all stakeholders apprised of how the programme is performing. An annual review of the programme will be presented to the Housing and Social Development SPC and will address any issues that may arise that could affect delivery of the programme.

Issue: That the programme include a request that funding be sought on a rolling basis instead of an annual allocation.
Response: While funding for the programme is critical to its delivery it is not a factor that can be addressed in the actual programme.  The Council will raise the matter directly with the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government rather than include it in the programme.

Issue: Include in the proposed Traveller Accommodation Programme an intention to broaden the membership of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee to include representation from agencies such as the HSE, Homeless Agency etc.
Response: It is agreed that the membership of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee will be re-examined following the local elections in 2014. Consideration will be given at this time to expanding the membership of the committee to those agencies as well as voluntary housing bodies.

Issue: Include a clearer definition of how Travellers can access all housing options.
Response: As outlined in the proposed programme, the Council in partnership with both the Tallaght Traveller Community Development Group and the Clondalkin Traveller Development Group will commence a pilot programme to allow the Development Groups to advise and educate Traveller families on their options in relation to their accommodation needs. This pilot programme was suggested and agreed through the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee. The Council's Traveller Accommodation Unit will continue to be available to Travellers to advise them on their accommodation options.

Issue: Make reference to the specific context through which Travellers with special needs are prioritised (not just medical model but also the social model).
Response: As outlined in the proposed programme, applications on the basis of medical need supported by a medical consultant's letter and subject to the opinion of the Council's Medical Officer in accordance with the Council's Allocation Scheme will be prioritised. While the Council is committed to pursuing the social model of disability, where it is practicable, regard must also be had to medical advice. The Council will discuss with any Traveller family who has received medical priority what options are available. As stated previously in this report, The Council will identify those Travellers who have received medical priority and put together a specific programme to identify what specific works are required and to identify funding streams to finance the works.

5. Submission received on the 3rd December 2013 from Aisling Flynn, Accommodation Development Worker, Clondalkin Travellers Development Group.
The issues raised in the submission from the Clondalkin Travellers Development Group (CTDG) and the Council's response is as follows:

Issue: That the membership of the Meeting of Co-ordinating Services for Travellers Steering Group which forms part of the Interagency Traveller Strategy be re-examined to address the absence of Travellers and Traveller representatives.
Response: : While it is not a function of the Traveller Accommodation Programme to determine the membership of the Interagency Steering Group on Services for Travellers, the concerns of both Traveller Development Groups as well as the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee will be brought to the attention of the steering group.

Issue: That all new proposed developments happen in consultation with the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, Traveller Groups and the families concerned and that the overall number of proposed units not be reduced but that the size of developments be reduced to enhance cohesion amongst residents. All proposed construction should take place within the context of larger developments rather than large isolated developments.
Response: The Council is committed to engaging with all interested parties when developing new sites and the issues around the development of these sites will be discussed and explored by the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee and with residents 

One of the core goals of the draft Traveller Accommodation Programme is to meet the projected future demand for social and Traveller specific housing. While there is recognition that smaller developments sometime operate better, regard must still be had to meeting the demand for accommodation. Over the lifetime of the plan, the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee will continue to review the demand for Traveller specific accommodation and at the planning and design phase, will look to reduce the size of developments if demand is being met through the allocation of casual vacancies. All new developments will be designed so that they are not marginalised from the wider community and have access to all necessary amenities.

Issue: That the programme states a commitment to encouraging the involvement of approved housing bodies and developing strategies in partnership with the voluntary housing sector to progress accommodation provision for Travellers.
Response: This commitment is outlined in the section of the programme dealing with policy.

The Council is committed to actively working with any approved housing body who wish to get involved in the management and provision of Traveller accommodation and to this end will actively engage with them over the period of the programme.  AHBs will be invited to join the LTACC when it is next constituted following the Local Elections later this year.  

Issue: That formal links are created between the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee and the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee.
Response: The strengthening of the link between the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee and the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee is contained in the section dealing with the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.

Issue: That it is acknowledged that Travellers face significant difficulties in accessing finance to procure mobile homes, particularly as the caravan loan scheme administered by the Council is suspended.
Response: While it is acknowledged that some travellers have difficulties seeking loans/finance to procure mobile accommodation the Council can not justify the reinstatement of the Caravan Loan Scheme at this time while it is dealing with the legacy of unsustainable high level of arrears owed on loans granted previously. 

Issue: That Travellers are finding it increasingly difficult to access private rented accommodation. This is due to an increasing shortage of suitably priced private rented accommodation and also to reports that landlords are refusing to accept Travellers as tenants. CTDG wish to put on record that there is a national housing crisis looming and that Travellers will be impacted most of all. CTDG also recommends that the programme contain a commitment to developing strategies to address particular issues that Travellers face when accessing homelessness services.
Response:  Both Travellers and the settled community are experiencing difficulties in accessing private rented accommodation due to increasing demand and increasing rents.  This is a national issue and is already a feature of discussions between Government Departments.

The Dublin Regional Homeless Executive which represents the 4 Dublin LA and in which Dublin City is the lead agency is the body charged with the homeless response in the Greater Dublin Area.   Any specific issues that the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee wish to make in relation to Travellers can be addressed to this body.

Issue: That an annual review of the Traveller Accommodation Programme be carried out to review progress, challenges and achievements. This review would also address the barriers to delivery, in the event of any part of the proposed programme not being delivered.
Response: It is agreed that an annual review of the Traveller Accommodation Programme would keep all stakeholders appraised of how the programme is performing. An annual review of the programme will be presented to the Housing and Social Development SPC and will address any issues that may arise that could affect delivery of the programme.

Issue: CTDG have requested that the section dealing with the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee be expanded to discuss the make-up of the committee and sub-committees and in particular, the inclusive nature of the sub-committees. Also that a commitment is contained within the programme to continue with the sub-committees dealing with Traveller accommodation provision and the management and maintenance of Traveller sites.
Response: The section within the proposed Traveller Accommodation Programme has been amended to reflect these comments.

 Issue: CTDG raise a number of queries in relation to policy issues. 
 ·        Need for a more detailed policy statement in relation to those Travellers who receive medical priority for accommodation and that South Dublin County Council continue to pursue the social model of disability in supporting Travellers who reside on halting sites and wish to continue to do so.
·        Response: The Council remains committed to pursuing the social model of disability, where it is practicable. However, regard must also be had to medical advice. The Council will discuss with any Traveller family who has received medical priority what options are available. As stated previously in this report, The Council will identify those Travellers who have received medical priority and put together a specific programme to identify what specific works are required and to identify funding streams to finance the works.

·        That acknowledgment is made within the programme of the openness of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee in addressing some of the more difficult and challenging issues around Travellers and their accommodation needs.
·        Response: The section of the proposed programme dealing with the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee has been amended to reflect the comments submitted.

·        The appropriateness of the statement within the proposed programme that it is the policy of the Council to provide accommodation to Travellers who are indigenous to South Dublin.
·        Response:  A core aim of the proposed Traveller Accommodation Programme is to provide for the future accommodation needs of Travellers within South Dublin. The use of an 'indigenous clause', i.e. those families who have been resident in the county for at least three years prior to the adoption of South Dublin County Council's Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018, allows the local authority to plan what numbers of houses/bays will be required throughout the programme. The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government, have stated in circular letter TAU 4/2009, that the High Court has held that the inclusion of an indigenous clause within a Traveller Accommodation Programme comes within the statutory power of a housing authority, as long as the indigenous policy is not applied so rigidly as to become an effective bar to a member of the Traveller community being considered for accommodation by a housing authority.

·        Expansion on what, other than the provision of residential caravan bays, the Council can provide to Travellers to accommodate them in a culturally appropriate way catering for their social needs in respect of issues such as nomadism, economic activities, horse ownership etc.
-       Response: The Council's method of providing culturally appropriate accommodation to Travellers catering for their social needs to date has been the provision of Traveller specific accommodation schemes, many of which combine group housing with caravan bays. Many of the sites have an identified community centre, which are used to provide services such as breakfast and homework clubs for children, internet access, meeting rooms etc. The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee is the appropriate forum to discuss what other measures can be taken by South Dublin County Council to provide culturally appropriate accommodation catering for the social needs of Travellers. 

The issue of horse ownership is covered by Legislation including the Control of Horses Act 1996 and the Council's Control of Horses Bye-Laws 1997 

 Summary
The proposed programme seeks to build on the progress and success of previous Traveller Accommodation Programmes adopted by this Council and continue to provide safe, vibrant, inclusive communities. The proposed programme focuses not just on the provision of new units to meet projected future demand, but also the building of communities within existing Traveller specific developments in order to maintain and improve those sites for the residents.

The proposed Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 is recommended for adoption by the elected members.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy, C. King, T. Gilligan and M. Corr.
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development responded to the Members’ queries.
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:
“That, in accordance with the requirements of Sections 11 to 13 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation), Act 1998 South Dublin County Council hereby adopts the Traveller Accommodation Programme for the five year period 2014 - 2018 subject to the amendments to the  draft programme as set out in the foregoing report of the Manager.”
Draft Traveller Programme 2014 - 2018
Appendix 1 to Draft Traveller Programme 2014 - 2018
Appendix 2 to Draft Traveller Programme 2014 - 2018 

Appendix 3 to Draft Traveller Programme 2014 - 2018
H9/0114
REVIEW OF ADAMSTOWN SDZ
Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and AGREED to DEFER this item to the February Council Meeting.
H10/0114
DRAFT BALLYCULLEN LOCAL AREA PLAN 
Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor A-M. Dermody, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and AGREED to DEFER this item to the February Council meeting.
H11/0114
TO NOTE AND AGREE DETAIL OF SMALL BUSINESS RATES SUPPORT SCHEME
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated in the form of a PowerPoint presentation, was presented by Ms. C. Henehan, Head of Finance, and was CONSIDERED:
Small Business Support Scheme
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Brophy, C. King, J. Lahart, P. Kearns, T. Gilligan and E. Higgins.
Ms. C. Henehan, Finance Officer responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED and AGREED.

CORRESPONDENCE 

Ministerial 

Co1/0114
Letter, dated 06/12/13, from Minister for Environment regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to spray paints (M4/0713)
Departmental
Co2a)/0114
Circular PL 19/13, dated 11/12/13, from Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, regarding review of 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines

Co2b)/0114
Proposed Revisions to Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006


Other

Co3/0114
Letter, dated 21/11/13, from Waterford City Council regarding their motion passed regarding a total review of legislation in the area of Anti-Social Behavior.

Co4/0114
2 x Letters, dated 02/12/13, from Donegal Co. Council regarding their motions passed in relation to (i) Credit Unions;  (ii) Motor Tax
Co5)/0114
Letter, dated 18/12/13, from Leitrim Co. Council to Minister for Environment regarding proposal to introduce a Levy on all Vacant Commercial Premises


Letters Co2 – Co5 only were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/0114
 MAYORS BUSINESS – PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:

“That this Council will seek to introduce an element of participatory budgeting in formulating its 2015 Budget, in order to greater enhance democracy in decision-making over the Council's finances.”
REPORT:
“The proposed Annual Budget Meeting timetable is considered annually by the members at the September meeting of the Organisation Procedure & Finance Committee and noted by the Council at the following monthly meeting.  The Annual Budget Meeting must commence within the period of time prescribed by the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.  The prescribed period is usually the last week in November to mid January.  

The following timetable of meetings and consultations were arranged in 2013 to consider budgetary proposals and financial updates prior to the 2014 Annual Budget meeting:

	Preliminary Budget discussions included in CPG Agenda
	14-Oct-13

	
	

	Preliminary Budget discussions included in CPG Agenda 
	11-Nov-13

	
	

	CPG Budget Meeting  
	15-Nov-13

	
	

	CPG Budget Meeting  
	02-Dec-13

	
	

	Special O, P & F Meeting 
	05-Dec-13

	
	

	Statutory Budget Meeting  
	12-Dec-13


Section 102 of the local Government Act 2001 provides that 'the draft local authority budget shall be prepared under the direction of the Manager in the format prescribed by regulations made by the Minister showing the amounts necessary for the functional programmes of the authority' and additionally 'that the Manager shall…consult the corporate policy group in the preparation of a draft local authority budget'.  The legislation does not prescribe the consultation process but the County Manager facilitates an extensive and collaborative consultation process with the Corporate Policy Group when preparing the draft annual budget.  This approach has worked well in recent years and was again part of the process of preparing the 2014 Budget.  If this motion is passed the Manager will continue to collaborate and consult with the Corporate Policy Group in the preparation of the annual budget for 2015.”  

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Looney, C. Brophy, E. Ó Broin, M. Devine, P. Cosgrave, G. Kenny, J. Lahart, G. O’Connell, M. Corr and C. King. 

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED to AMEND the wording to read as follows:

“That this Council will seek to examine the introduction of an element of participatory budgeting in formulating its 2015 Budget, in order to greater enhance democracy in decision-making over the Council's finances.”

A vote was taken by a show of hands and the motion as amended was PASSED.  
The results were as follows:

FOR: 

8 (EIGHT)
AGAINST:
5 (FIVE)
ABSTAIN: 
1 (ONE)

It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and AGREED that a report would be brought to a future meeting of Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee for consideration.
 M2/0114
PRO –RATA STUDENT CONTRIBUTION
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns:

“That this Council requires the Minister for Education to abandon plans to charge apprentices a pro-rata student contribution from 2014.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Education and Skills, Mr. Ruairí Quinn T.D.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, E. Tuffy, E. Ó Broin, P. Cosgrave, M. Duff, G. O’Connell, G. Kenny and P. Kearns.

The Motion was PASSED.

M3/0114
FREE PARKING
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:  

“That this Council supports the introduction of a half hour free parking period in all parking areas controlled by SDCC.  This initiative will be introduced as part of the Council's ongoing campaign to support local business and shops particularly those in the villages of our county. Residential parking schemes operated by SDCC where the primary purpose is to control parking for the benefit of local residents will not be affected by this scheme This pro-business initiative should have a one year evaluation period followed by a full review of its effectiveness. The review should cover the following key areas Value for money to the public and SDCC Effective parking control Commercial value to local business.”
REPORT:
“Following the October 2013 County Council meeting it was agreed to carry out a review of paid parking within the county and to present and consider the matter at the November meeting of the Transportation SPC. For the attention of the members the report was also presented to each Area Committee for their consideration. 

After consultation with members of the SPC and the Area Committees a number of proposals and changes including an extension of the grace period have been suggested /submitted. 

Arising from this process, it is recommended that an updated report incorporating the proposals and changes be brought to the February Transportation SPC with a view to an agreed approach being presented for consideration at the March Council Meeting.”
The report was NOTED and it was agreed to refer the matter to the February Meeting of the Transportation SPC.
M4/0114
ZERO HOURS CONTRACTS
It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
“This Council calls upon the Minister for Enterprise, Jobs and Innovation to take action on these issues 
That this Council believes that all those who work for a living should receive a decent wage to help provide for their material needs.  This Council believes that Zero hours contracts place much uncertainty on individual and household budgets. Council also notes that wage levels in many areas of employment fall short of providing an adequate standard of living.

This Council therefore believes in the abolition of Zero Hours Contracts.

The promotion of a tax rebate for small businesses in exchange for paying a living wage of at least €10 per hour - with a view to ultimately making the living wage binding on all firms.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the Members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister for Jobs Enterprise and Innovation, Mr. Richard Bruton, T.D.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Devine and P. Cosgrave.

The Motion was PASSED.

M5/0114
GRANGE CASTLE GOLF COURSE
The following motion in name of Councillor T. Gilligan was WITHDRAWN:

“That this Council increase maintenance levels at Grange Castle Golf Course.”
M6/0114
GREEN DOG WALKERS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Council, as part of the Green Dog Walkers initiative and to compliment the roll out of the 2014 regional strategy, erect anti -dog fouling signs in requested areas.”
REPORT:
“The Green Dog Walkers programme was launched on the 30th April in Sean Walsh Park Tallaght. Green Dog Walkers (GDW) is a regional programme involving South Dublin County Council, Dun Laoghaire- Rathdown County Council, Fingal County Council, Meath County Council and Wicklow County Council.  The Green Dog Walkers programme is a non-confrontational, friendly way to change people's attitudes about dog fouling.  It is a community based scheme where volunteers in the community can adopt and promote in their own area.  Members of the public can apply through Social Credits at www.socialcredits.ie
Volunteers who become Green Dog Walkers are provided with an armband and bone shaped dog dispenser and commit to the following: 

· clean up after their dog 

· wear the armband or put the Green Dog Walkers collar on their dog when walking 

· carry extra dog waste bags 

· be happy to be approached to 'lend' a dog waste bag to those without 

· be a friendly reminder to other dog walkers to clean up after their dogs 

In 2013 over 300 people signed up to become Green Dog walkers in South Dublin County.

In 2014 this programme will be further promoted through the South Dublin Tidy Towns Together and by arranging an information stand in shopping centres throughout the County. Members of the public will also be encouraged to hold Green Dog Walkers events in their local area. 

In December 2013, the Dublin Regional Authority and the 4 Dublin Local Authorities launched a regional campaign to combat dog fouling which received considerable media attention. This campaign will continue in 2014 with additional promotional activity with a standardisation of approach to the most effective signage programme being considered.

In recent times, the cost and effectiveness of erection and widespread distribution of these kinds of signs has lead to our ceasing to erect same however posters are issued to residents associations where requested. The outcome of considerations of the signage issue under the regional campaign will be implemented.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Devine and C. King.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

M7/0104
COUNTRYSIDE WALKING ROUTES
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor B. Lawlor:

“That this Council supports the development of more countryside walking routes through our County, similar to the Dublin Mountains Way; and particularly supports the development of such routes through the Liffey Valley; and requests the Manager to examine fully the potential to achieve such routes in conjunction with neighbouring local authorities and Government; including through provision of 'permissive routes' in agreement with landowners. “
REPORT:
“All land in Ireland is in private or state ownership.   Participants in recreational activities should be aware that there is no legal right of access to the Irish countryside.   Those who enter onto land owned by others, for the purpose of recreation, do so due to the goodwill and tolerance of landowners.   Ireland's national way-marked trails are 'permissive path' routes that have been developed with the landowners' agreement; they are not public rights of way.  Some national, local government and semi-state organisations encourage or facilitate access to their lands for public enjoyment (e.g. Coillte forests or Dublin City Council lands at the Bohernabreena reservoir), but even in these areas, access is permissive and the public does not have a right of access.

Where an opportunity arises, recreational users are usually encouraged to engage with landowners, and to ask if access is permitted on their intended route.   In many cases access will be allowed. This type of engagement makes a positive contribution to the relationship between recreational users and the landowning community.   The Occupiers' Liability Act, 1995 provides a legal framework here.

In situations where more formal access is required, e.g. for regular access for recreational activities, use by commercially guided groups, promoted routes or other activities that can involve large numbers of individuals, some form of formal permission should be obtained.  In these circumstances however, the formal permissive path agreement may also have to address the issue of responsibility for the development of the route to a satisfactory standard, its on-going maintenance and the public liability insurance cover.   Significant cost can be incurred here.   As these routes are not a right of way, landowners may alter or terminate an agreement to withdraw permission after giving reasonable notice, thus putting costs incurred at risk.   For these reasons a feasibility study would be desirable or even an advisable pre-requisite.   An example is the current feasibility study into the proposed Slade Valley Heritage Trail to link Brittas and Saggart that is being funded by the Heritage Council. This study will examine the proposed route itself and the potential for links to the Dublin Mountains Way and Grand Canal Way.   The outcome of this study could provide a model for the further development of countryside walking in the county.

The Dublin Mountains Way was a long standing objective of the Council before the opportunity arose through the Dublin Mountains Partnership and the direct involvement of the principal landowner to deliver this project.  Improved access to and along the Liffey is a long standing objective of the Council.  All opportunities to further improve access to and along the Liffey in cooperation with landowners will be explored as they arise.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, E. Higgins and E. Tuffy.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Land Use, Economic and Transport Planning responded to the Members’ queries.

The report was NOTED.

M8/0114
FAI DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS GIRLS SCHOOLS PROGRAMME 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:

“That the Manager develops a programme in conjunction with our FAI Development officers that focuses on girls only schools within the county in order to increase the participation of girls in football and to celebrate the new home of Ireland's Senior Women's team in Tallaght Stadium.”
REPORT:
“The "Football in the Community Development Officers" deliver a wide range of programmes which are fully inclusive and always encourage young girls to participate and become actively engaged in the sports programmes. They are also involved in the delivery of the Soccer Sisters programme throughout the county – this specifically targets girls at primary school level. The programme will recommence in January 2014 building up to an Easter Soccer Sisters camp, this has in the past proven to be very successful. The Council will pursue with the FAI the possibility of a schools programme for girls as suggested.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, P. Cosgrave, M. Devine, W. Lavelle, E. Higgins and D. Looney.

The Motion was AGREED.

M9/1014
PROPERTY TAX
The following motion in the name of Councillor T. Gilligan was WITHDRAWN:
“That the Council states how much in terms of finance and resources it costs to accept payment for property tax and that function should rest with the Department of the Environment.”
M10/0114
EMPLOYMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE TRAVELLING COMMUNITY 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:

“That this Council endeavors to employ aptly skilled members of the Travelling Community in the construction / refurbishment of their Traveller Accommodation.”
REPORT:
“Public procurement guidelines and rules apply to all public sector bodies, including Local / Housing Authorities, and the basic principle of public procurement is that there should be a competitive process.

The type of process to be undertaken will depend on the value and nature of the requirement.  Suitable suppliers or service providers may be invited to compete for contracts below €25,000 in the case of services, and below €50,000 in the case of works.  A number sufficient to ensure adequate competition, selected on an objective and non-discriminatory basis should be invited to tender.   All opportunities for goods and services above these limits must be formally advertised. 

Since 2006 the Council has supported a number of Traveller Employment Initiatives engaging over 56 participants  of which 15 remain in full-time permanent employment with the Council.  Following the completion of the most recent Local Training Initiative in the summer of 2013 a further 3 participants are currently in employment. 

Arrangements will be made to advertise for caretaking services and for contractors for various works in 2014 and the Traveller Development Groups will be advised of these opportunities to enable them to promote awareness of these opportunities to suitably qualified members of their Groups.” 

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor M. Devine.

Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development responded to the Member’s query.

The report was NOTED.
Meeting concluded at 6.05 pm.
Signed: ________________________




Mayor

Date :__________________________
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