COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, February 10, 2014

QUESTION NO.18
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will provide the following information for the years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013: (i) The amount of development levy income due to the Council and (ii) the amount of development levy payments made to the Council, and if he can advise on the measures being implemented by the Council to recoup unpaid development levies? 

REPLY:
The table below outlines the development contributions owing in respect of Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

	Year
	Debtor (€m)
	Rise/Fall

	2008
	29.6
	 

	2009
	34.3
	16%

	2010
	32.1
	-6%

	2011
	30.7
	-4%

	2012
	28.7
	-7%

	2013*
	20.4
	-29%


· 2013 reconciliation in process of 

being completed at time of report

The payments and transfers received in respect of the same period are outlined below;

	Year
	Receipts & Transfers(€m)
	Rise/Fall

	2008
	21.9
	 

	2009
	8.6
	-61%

	2010
	4.5
	-48%

	2011
	2.7
	-40%

	2012
	4.6
	70%

	2013*
	11.2
	143%


In respect of the measures/processes involved in collection activities pertaining to the overall debt ,please see link to previous report to the Economic Development SPC that outlines how debt collection activities are prioritised and carried out. 
The debt of €20.4m at end 2013 is c30% less than the debt at end 2012 (€28.7m).

· Approximately 25% or €5m of the debt relates to cases where the developments were only part commenced or where units are vacant. These are actively monitored for recommencement or occupation which will result in normal collection procedures being applied. The Councils focus in these vacant developments is to secure the debt by acknowledgment of same or other agreements. These developments, as they are part complete or vacant do not have an impact on SDCC infrastructure.
· 50% of the debt relates to cases where the Council is operating agreed instalment or phased payment plans, which if breached are referred for legal action. The Council is negotiating instalment plans for a further 7% of the debt.

· There is some 14% of the debt which are active cases with either the Councils Law Agent or Enforcement Section or under preparation for legal proceedings. These actions relate to occupied development which is of greatest priority because such developments generate an impact or demand upon infrastructure.  
· The remaining 4% are only recently commenced developments in the early stages of the collection process.

In addition to the use of contract debt or enforcement actions, there are various other measures such as powers of set-off, approval of water connections and withholding of compliance letters for sale of properties that together act as levers to obtain payment.
The status of cases are monitored using desk top data and on the ground inspection and the significant decrease in debt is attributable not only to an improved level of income as the economy has recovered but also to the level of monitoring and interaction with debtors.
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