COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 9th December 2013


PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Kearns, P.

	Bonner, B.
	Kenny, G.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Coburn, E.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dermody, A-M.
	Ó Broin, E.

	Devine, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Duff, M.
	Ridge, T.

	Gilligan, T.
	Tuffy, E.

	Hannon, J.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	D. McLoughlin 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, B. Coman, 

F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan, T. Walsh           

	County Architect
	E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	E. O’Gorman, M. Maguire, H. Hogan

	Assistant Head of I.T.
	M. Galvin

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, E. Leech

	A/ Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	J. Doyle


The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, presided.  

At the outset of the meeting the Mayor Councillor D. Looney stated that he wished to mark the end of National Accessibility Week, and he congratulated Ms Selina Bonnie, South Dublin County Council’s Disability Liaison / Access and Equality Officer.  He also mentioned the presentation of international caps to four of Ireland's Football for All International Teams which took place in South Dublin County Council’s offices on Friday 5th December, and congratulated the staff in Community Department on their involvement.  He invited Members to a Tree of Hope and Remembrance ceremony in the foyer immediately following the Council meeting.

H1/1213
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 11th November 2013 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy.
H2a)/1213
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 12th NOVEMBER 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Arts Grants
Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received 
	Amount

	AFD798
	Centre Stage 
Players
	Stage group in Knocklyon Towards cost 
of producing 'Kindertransport' 
	8/10/2013
	€250


It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report."

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and AGREED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Rathfarnham Area Committee – 12th November 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2b)/1213 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE – 20th NOVEMBER 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2c)/1213
REPORTS  OF  AREA  COMMITTEES - TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 25th NOVEMBER 2013 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council's Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	AGF800
	Bridging the Gap Programme
	Contribution towards an 8 week training programme for community facilitators
	30/09/2013
	€600


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor D. Looney and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grant recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) – 25th November 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H2d)/1213
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 26th NOVEMBER 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants
`
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council's Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2192
	Lucan Village Networks
	Start Up Costs for Community Groups
	07/10/13
	€200


It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report."

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and AGREED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee – 26th November 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
H3a)/1213
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st November 2013:

DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

JANUARY – FEBRUARY 2014
	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 30th Dec.
	
	
	

	Tues. 31st Dec.
	
	
	

	Wed. 01st Jan.
	
	
	

	 Thur. 02nd Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 3rd Jan.
	
	
	


	DATE 
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 06th Jan.
	
	
	

	Tues. 07th Jan.
	
	
	

	Wed. 08th Jan.
	
	
	

	 Thur. 09th Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 10th Jan.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 13 Jan.
	Corporate Policy Group
County Council Meeting
	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

3.30 pm - 6.30 pm
	20/12/13 (Friday)

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 14 Jan.
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services 
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm


	30/12/13 (Monday)

Business to SEO Roads and Water Services

*(For planning files see below)



	Wed. 15 Jan.


	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	02/01/14

Business to SEO Development, Economic & Transport Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	 Thurs. 16 Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 17 Jan.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 08th January 2014

**Planning file requests to be received by 09h January 2014

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 20 Jan.
	
	
	

	Tues. 21 Jan.
	
	
	

	Wed. 22 Jan.
	Deputations
	2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	

	 Thurs. 23 Jan.


	Traffic Management Meetings 

· Rathfarnham

· Clondalkin 

· Lucan

Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee (in committee)
	2.00 pm - 2.30 pm

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 3.30 pm

3.30 pm - 5.30 pm


	10/01/14

	Fri. 24 Jan.
	
	
	


	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION


	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 27 Jan.
	Tallaght Traffic Management Meeting 

Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Community, Housing, Environment, Parks, Planning* & Development, Roads & Water Services, Corporate Services & Libraries
	2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 5.30 pm


	14/01/14

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 28 Jan.
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	15/01/14

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 29 Jan.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 30 Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 31 Jan.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 21st Jan. 2014

**Planning file requests to be received by 22nd Jan. 2014

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 03rd Feb.
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee


	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	02/01/14

Business to Director of Environmental Services 

	Tues. 04th Feb.
	
	
	

	Wed. 5th Feb.


	Economic Development (incl. Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee 


	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	06/01/14

Business to Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning

	 Thur. 06th Feb.
	
	
	

	Fri. 07th Feb.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 10th Feb.


	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

3.30 pm - 6.30 pm
	28/01/14

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 11th Feb.
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries   Strategic Policy Committee


	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	29/01/14

Business to SEO Roads and Water Services

*(For planning files see below)

10/01/14

Business to Director of Corporate, H.R. & Libraries

	Wed. 12th Feb.
	
	
	

	 Thur. 13th Feb.
	
	
	

	Fri. 14th Feb.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 05th Feb. 2014

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 17th Feb.
	
	
	

	Tues. 18th Feb.
	
	
	

	Wed. 19th Feb.


	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services    (Venue:  Tallaght)

Sports, Recreation,  Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm


	06/02/14

Business to SEO Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

20/01/14

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	 Thur. 20th Feb.


	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm


	21/01/14

Business to Director of Roads & Water Services

	Fri. 21st Feb.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 13th Feb. 2014

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 24th Feb.
	Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Community, Housing, Environment, Parks, Planning* & Development, Roads & Water Services, Corporate Services & Libraries
Housing & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	11/02/14

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)
23/01/14

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	Tues. 25th Feb.
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm


	12/02/14

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 26th Feb.
	Deputations
	2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	

	 Thur. 27th Feb.
	
	
	

	Fri. 28 Feb.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 18th Jan. 2014

**Planning file requests to be received by 19th Jan. 2014

NOTES:    

· Early Closing dates for the January Council and Rathfarnham AC meetings;

· The February TAC (1) & TAC (2) have been listed as a Joint meeting on the assumption that the Pilot Joint TAC (1) & (2) will be continued – See (H13).”
The Calendar was APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
H3b)/1213
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - REPORT ON CONFERENCES/SEMINARS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was approved at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st November 2013:

“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ. Letter 02/10.

Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:
Home Conferences from November 2013 to January 2014 
	Conference
	Host
	Venue
	Date 
	Councillor  Attending  
	Fee

	Local Authority 
Budgets 2014 
	Institute of 
Professional 
Training 
	Silver Tassie Hotel, 
Letterkenny, 

Co. Donegal 
	15 - 17 
November 
	B. Lawlor
	€145

	Budget 2014 
for Canvassing 
	Councillor 
Conferences
	Louis Fitzgerald Hotel,  
Newlands Cross, 
Dublin 22
	22 - 24
November 
	T. Gilligan 
	 €95



	Working on Homelessness
	Focus Ireland 
	TBA
	27th November 
	
	 €35

	Local 
Government Bill
2013
	Superior Training 
	Mill Race Hotel, 
Bunclody, 
Co. Wexford 
	29 - 30
November 
	
	€120

	SIPO and 
Councillor 
Obligations
	Councillor 
Conferences
	Louis Fitzgerald Hotel,  Newlands Cross,
Dublin 22
	30 November - 

1 December 
	T. Gilligan 
	 €95

	Local Authority  Employment 
Practice and Law
	ACE Training
	The Park Hotel, 
Clonmel, Tipperary 
	6 - 8 December 
	
	€100



The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences from 15th May to 19th September:

	Conference
	Host
	Venue
	Date 
	Councillors  Attended 
	Fee 

	AMAI 101 Annual Conference
	Association of 
Municipal

Authorities of 
Ireland 
	Inchydoney Lodge, Clonakilty,

Co. Cork 
	12 - 14 
September 
	T. Ridge 
	€175

	Community 
Mental Health 
	BG Seminarz
	Clanree Hotel, 
Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal
	20 - 22
September 
	B. Lawlor 
	

	Internet Elections
	Councillor 
Conferences
	Louis Fitzgerald Hotel,

Newlands Cross,

Dublin 22
	4th October 
	T. Gilligan 
	€95

	New Tendering Requirements for
Local Authorities 
	ACE Management  & Training 
	Four Seasons Hotel, Carlingford,

Co. Louth 
	4 - 6 October 
	T. Ridge 
	

	LAMA Autumn  Conference
	Local Authorities Members Assoc. 
	Falls Hotel,
Ennistymon, Co. Clare
	11 - 12 October 
	P. Cosgrave

T. Ridge
	€150

	Future Energy
Needs 
	BG Seminarz
	Clanree Hotel, 
Letterkenny, 

Co. Donegal
	25 - 26 October 
	C. Brophy

T. Ridge 
	€120

	Local Government

Budget 2013 
	Superior Training 
	Hollyrood Hotel,

Bundoran,

Co. Donegal 
	1 - 2  November 
	C. Brophy 
	€120

	Local Authority
Budgets 2014 
	Institute of
Professional 
Training 
	Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny,

Co. Donegal 
	15 – 17
November 
	B. Lawlor
	€145


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized”.”
Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
H3c)/1213
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - REVIEW OF JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) MEETINGS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st November 2013:

"Background:

The review of Area Committee Meetings commenced in 2009 and items pertaining to this issue have been considered at numerous meetings.  

It was agreed at subsequent Organisation, Procedure and Finance meetings in May 2012 and January 2013 and then confirmed at Council Meetings in June 2012 and February 2013, that the 'two Tallaght ACMs would take place on the same day commencing at 3.00 pm'. This was agreed on a pilot basis initially and then extended further, however the current approval expires at the end of next January 2013.

The matter is now before the Members for a recommendation as to whether the existing pilot arrangement will be continued until the end of the current term of office or whether an alternative arrangement should be considered. The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor D. Looney that the existing pilot arrangement be continued until the end of the current term of office. 

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart “that the existing pilot arrangement be continued until the end of the current term of office.”
H4a)/1213
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCL. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) SPC

(i)  Report of Meeting 6th November 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Attended

	Cllr G O’Connell
	Cllr C Brophy

	Cllr P Kearns
	Cllr C Bond

	Cllr C King
	Cllr  E Coburn

	
	


Officials present:

Mr. F Nevin, Director of Services


Ms S Duff – Senior Executive Planner


Ms A Carroll, South Dublin Chamber


Ms E. Colgan – Senior Staff Officer


Ms M Heffernan – Assistant Staff Officer

Apologies:  Mr. N Durkan, Mr. S Giblin, Cllr E Tuffy, Cllr M Devine, Cllr W Lavelle, Mr. G Robinson

	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC held on 4th September 2013 were proposed by Cllr P Kearns and seconded by Cllr E Coburn and agreed.

	Headed Item 2  -   Report from Working Group

F Nevin presented the report.

	

	

	

	Headed Item 3 –  Actions from Working Group

(a) Country & Local Village marketing

(b) Strategic Sites

(c) Potential for County profiling

F Nevin presented reports a & b. Contributions followed from Cllrs Brophy & Kearns to which FN and A Carroll responded and the report was noted.  

Ms A Carroll presented report c and this report was noted. 

	Headed Item 4 -  Update on current projects including

(a) The Square

(b) Dodder Valley  

FN presented report and report was noted.  

	Headed Item 5 -  AOB 
It was agreed to circulate a proposal for a half day Working Group meeting to take 
place on Tuesday 21st January 2014 from 3.30pm to 6.30pm. 

Meeting concluded at  6.15pm.”


The report was NOTED.  

(ii)  Minutes of Meeting 4th September 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

 “Attended

	Cllr G O’Connell
	Cllr M Devine

	Cllr C Brophy
	Cllr P Cosgrave

	Cllr P Kearns
	Cllr AM Dermody

	Cllrs W Lavelle
	Cllr C Bond

	Cllr C King
	Cllr C Jones

	Cllr M Corr
	Cllr D Looney

	Cllr E Tuffy
	Cllr T Gilligan

	Cllr E Coburn
	Mr S Giblin


Officials present:

Mr. D McLoughlin, Manager

Mr. F Nevin, Director of Services


Mr. C Ryan-Senior Planner


Ms S Duff – Senior Executive Planner


Ms A Carroll, South Dublin Chamber


Ms E. Colgan – Senior Staff Officer


Ms M Heffernan – Assistant Staff Officer


Apologies:  Mr. N Durkan, Mr. D Anderson, Mr. G Robinson,

Cllr P Kearns opened the meeting, a minutes silence was observed as a mark of respect to the late Kevin Tallon.  Cllr King through the chair passed on his condolences to Kevin’s wife and extended family.

F Nevin thanked Cllr King for his kind and appropriate words and wished to be associated with the condolences conveyed to the Tallon family.
	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 29th May 2013 were proposed by Cllr C Brophy and seconded by Cllr E Tuffy and agreed.

It was agreed that the order of business would be varied so that the Presentation by
the Manager would follow Headed Item 3

	Headed Item 2  -  Economic Development Strategy update and future support for Economic Development

· Progress Report to Economic Development SPC
F Nevin presented his report.

	

	

	

	Headed Item 3 –  Update from SPC Working Group

(d) Promotion of County (including Signage/Wayfinding)

(e) Potential demonstration project

(f) Business Marketing

C Ryan and A Carroll presented their reports.

	Headed Item 3 (a)

·  Presentation to South Dublin County Council Economic Development SPC
The Manager, D McLoughlin presented his report.

 Following detailed discussion to which Cllrs Looney, Cosgrave, Devine, Brophy, Lavelle, & Tuffy contributed. F Nevin and the Manager responded to issues and queries raised.  It was agreed that Cllr Cosgrave would meet with Ms Carroll regarding training & improvement of skill base for the unemployed in the County. 

	Headed Item 4 –  Progress since SPC Working Group Meeting

This item was taken in conjunction with the above presentations.

	Headed Item 5 – Update on LEO

This item was taken in conjunction with the Manager’s presentation.

	Headed Item 6 -  AOB

It was agreed that the next Working Group Meeting would take place on 10th October 2013 at 8am
Meeting concluded at  7.05pm”


The minutes were NOTED.  

H4b)/1213
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES SPC

(i)  Report of Meeting 12th November 2013

“Members:

Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr M Devine

Cllr A M Dermody

Cllr M Duff

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr E Walsh

Apologies

Cllr C Jones

Cllr G O’Connell

Officials:

Philip Murphy, Director of Service

Kieran Swords, Senior Executive Librarian

Item 1
Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 10th September 2013

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee, which was held on 10th September 2013, were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Dermody

Item 2
Report on Library Service on potential options for1916 Commemoration 

The Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Mr. Kieran Swords, Senior Executive Librarian to the meeting.

Mr. Murphy outlined the progress made to date with this item and reminded Members that they had agreed to consider the parameters for considering issues such as budget options, suitability of locations and alternative artistic commissions. Mr. Murphy also indicated that it was agreed that the Library Service would prepare a report on the context for the celebration of the centenary and that this report would be presented to today's meeting of the Committee. He then introduced Mr Swords to the meeting and asked him to summarise the report the Report which made reference to:

· Source digital archive and the Decade of Commemoration

· Bureau of Military History Finding Aid

· Irish Life and Lore 1916 collection

· Riots, rifles and rebels schools Pack

· Pearse books digitisation

· Library exhibitions and publications

· Google Cultural Institute

· Connecting to the Past and Heritage Walks apps

Cllrs Cosgrave, Duff, Hannon, Walsh and Dermody raised a number of points relating to the report and outlined a number of suggestions for further research and development. Mr. Swords and Mr. Murphy responded.

It was AGREED that further research would be carried out in time for the next meeting of the Committee and that this would enable the Committee to set parameters for considering issues and developing a strategic policy approach.

Item 3
Report on Schools Library Service

Mr. Murphy introduced the background to this report which had arisen following the initial consideration of a motion to the Council which was referred to the Committee for consideration. It was agreed that a detailed report on the work of the Schools Library Service would be presented today. Mr. Swords then made a detailed presentation on the work undertaken through the Schools Library Service, which focussed on:

· Branch Library services to schools

· The work of the Mobile Library service

· Children’s Services Team school programmes

· Bedtime Reading Clubs

· The award winning Ready2Read Programme

· CLOVER Project

· E-book initiatives, and 

· Range of school based services

Cllrs Cosgrave and Hannon raised a number of queries regarding the presentation and Mr. Murphy and Mr. Swords responded.

Item 3
AOB

There was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 6.45pm.”

The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 10th September 2013

“Members:

Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr A M Dermody

Cllr M Duff

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr G O’Connell

Cllr E Walsh

Apologies

Cllr C Jones

In Attendance
Cllr E Coburn

Officials:

Philip Murphy, Director of Service

Georgina Byrne, County Librarian

Maria Donohoe, Children Services Co-ordinator

Orla Scannell, Arts Officer

Item 1
Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 14th May 2013

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee, which was held on 14th May 2013, were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Hannon

Item 2
Report on Options for piece of Commemorative Art for 1916 

The Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Ms. Orla Scannell, Arts Officer to the meeting.

Ms. Scannell introduced the Report which made reference to:

· Previous discussions which took place at the December 2012 and June 2013 meetings of the Council

· The existing artistic links in the County to 1916

· The current lack of funding for a commemorative piece, and

· Whether the centenary could be marked with alternative artistic commissions

Cllrs Cosgrave, Hannon, O’Connell, Walsh and Dermody raised a number of points relating to the report and Ms. Scannell and Mr. Murphy responded.

It was AGREED that a policy document would be prepared for further consideration by the Committee which would set parameters for considering issues such as budget options, suitability of locations and alternative artistic commissions.

Item 3
Report on Children’s Services Committee 

Ms. Maria Donohoe, Children’s Services co-ordinator was welcomed to the meeting by the Chair, Cllr. Cosgrave. Ms. Donohoe made a detailed presentation on the work undertaken through the Children’s Services Committee.

The presentation focussed on:

· The member organisations contributing to the Committee

· The detailed timeline of the work of the Committee

· The outputs that have been delivered to date

· The reports, evaluations and training carried out by the Committee

· The outcomes from the Parenting Working Group

· The development of best practise

· The workshop dissemination undertaken, and 

· A short summary of the innovative actions delivered through the programme. 

Cllrs Cosgrave, Dermody and O’Connell raised a number of queries regarding the presentation and Ms. Donohoe responded.

Item 4
Report on National Strategy for Libraries 2013 – 2017.

Ms. Georgina Byrne, County Librarian made a presentation on the recently published National Strategy for Libraries 2013 – 2017.

The presentation focussed on:

· An overview of the National Public Library Service

· A comparative profile of the South Dublin Library Service

· The history of previous Strategies 

· The vision for the current Strategy

· The manner of the delivery of the Strategy

· The seven strategic programmes through which the Strategy would be delivered, 
and 

· The key recommendations.

Ms. Byrne drew the special attention of the Committee to the closing date of 11th October 2013 for the receipt of submissions.

Cllrs Cosgrave and O’Connell raised a number of queries regarding the mobile library service and Ms. Byrne and Mr Murphy responded.

Item 3
AOB

· Mr Murphy confirmed next meeting date: Tuesday 12th  November 2013 @ 5.30pm.

The meeting concluded at 6.55pm.”

The minutes were NOTED.

H4c)/1213
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PARKS SPC 

(i)  Report of Meeting 13th November 2013

“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr C.  King
	B. Coman Director of Housing & Community 

	Cllr M. Duff
	W. Sheils S.E.O. Community Dept.

	Cllr.  G. Kenny
	D. Walsh Senior Community Officer

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	J. Morrissey  A/Senior Community Officer

	Cllr  D. Looney
	M. Hannon Senior Executive  Parks Superintendent

	Cllr. P. Cosgrave
	A. Silke  Sport & Recreation Officer

	Cllr. E. Higgins
	

	Cllr  T. Ridge
	

	Cllr E  O Broin
	

	S. Reid
	

	J. Coughlan
	


1) Minutes   of  previous meeting held on 18th September 2013

· Proposed:    C. King

· Seconded:    M. Duff

2) Matters Arising:      None

3)         M. Hannon Senior Executive Parks Superintendent gave updated report on the TASC pavillion Tymon Park   highlighting the key objective of the proposed TASC pavilion project which is to provide a sporting facility which will encourage more young people from the area to engage in sporting activity. Cllrs M. Duff, C. King & D. Looney commended all on work to date.
4)  
W.  Sheils gave a detailed report on SportsNation Initative. This combined Irish Public Bodies (IPB) Insurance/Department of Transport initiative was announced by Minister of State for Tourism, Mr. Michael Ring in September. W. Sheils detailed primary project and the 2 reserve projects which have been submitted by this Council. A discussion ensued to which Cllrs Higgins, Ridge, O’Broin and King contributed.

5)
A. Silke outlined details of creating a panel from which SportsTutors can be selected, as the need arises. All commended such a great initiative and a discussion ensued regarding the advertisement of the Tutors. Members were reassured that all National Governing Bodies of Sport were made aware of this opportunity in addition to this advertisements were placed in Local Papers.

6) D. Walsh gave a detailed  presentation on Halloween 2013 outlining all community  based  events  that  took place  with  financial  assistance  from this  Council.  A   discussion ensued regarding aspects of Halloween and arrangements for 2014. As a result of the discussion, a Halloween sub group has been formed to investigate the opportunities to focus on the positive side to Halloween and to build on initiatives from previous years. for all members of the Community for 2014. Sub committee consists of Cllrs C. King, G. Kenny, E O Broin, E. Higgins and D. Looney. This sub committee are to meet before the next Sports SPC.

Meeting concluded   at 7.00p.m.”
The report was NOTED.

(ii)  Minutes of Meeting 18th September 2013

“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C.  King
	B. Coman Director of Housing & Community 

	Cllr M. Duff
	W. Sheils S.E.O. Community Dept.

	Cllr.  G. Kenny
	D. Walsh Senior Community Officer

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	J. Morrissey  A/Senior Community Officer

	Cllr  D. Looney
	M. Hannon Senior Executive  Parks Superintendent

	Cllr. P. Cosgrave
	

	Cllr. E. Higgins
	

	C. Johnston
	

	S. Reid
	

	C. McCartney
	


1) Minutes of  previous meeting held on 8th May  2013

· Proposed:    C. King

· Seconded:   B. Lawlor

2)  Matters Arising:      None

3)  The Gathering 2013 presentation – S. Brooks   South Dublin County Tourism gave a  very detailed presentation on events  marking  the  Gathering 2013, a  discussion  ensued regarding  various  aspects of gathering events which  have  taken place so far  in this  year  of The  Gathering C. King, P. Cosgrave, D. Looney commended the presentation and work and involvement of  both South Dublin County Tourism and this Council.

3)  M. Hannon Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, gave report on the Skateboard Park in Clondalkin  which was  opened  in June 2013. Cllr King enquired regarding the possibility of a skateboard for Tallaght and   C. Johnston concurred.

4)  W.  Sheils    highlighted  Halloween 2013 and  the  efforts to reduce bonfires and the  effects  there of advising that the Council will promote and encourage a Safe Halloween  with the objective of reducing injuries, environmental damage and the cost associated with this time of year. Cllrs M. Duff, P Cosgrave and C. King and C. Johnston and C. McCartney all contributed to a discussion  arising  out   of  report.
4) Cllr P. Cosgrave took over as chair in the absence of Cllr King at 6.15pm

5) D. Walsh gave a detailed  Presentation and Report on  Summer Project 2013 Cllr Cosgrave and C. McCartney enquired  regarding  sponsorship  of  Summer Projects,  D. Walsh  advised  that the  VEC receive  €400 per  project.   C.  Johnston noted that grant aid for these projects is very important. The  issues  of  Child  Protection  and  Garda  vetting were  raised 

Meeting concluded at 6.50pm”
The minutes were NOTED.

H4d)/1213
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES – TRANSPORTATION SPC 

(i)  Report of Meeting 21st November 2013

“PRESENT 
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C. Brophy
	T. Walsh Director of Service

	Cllr E. Tuffy
	J. McLoughlin Senior Engineer

	Cllr E. Higgins
	Caroline Malone, Staff Officer

	Cllr T. Ridge
	

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	

	Cllr E. Coburn
	

	Cllr AM Dermody
	

	Cllr J. Lahart
	

	Cllr W. Lavelle
	

	Mr. Tom. Newton
	

	Apologies: Ms. Betty Tyrell Collard, 
Mr. K Farrell, Mr. M Moran,
Cllr C. Jones
	


Cllr. Colm Brophy chaired the meeting.

Headed Item 1 – Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes

The minutes of meeting of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 5th September 2013 were proposed by Cllr Emer Higgins and seconded by Cllr P. Cosgrave and agreed.

Headed Item 2 – DMURS PRESENTATION

Mr. P. Hogan, Senior Planner, presented a report on the recently published Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets.

The presentation addressed the importance of an integrated approach to the design of urban streets in cities, towns, suburbs, and villages with a view to achieving a better balance between all modes of transport, roads users and pedestrians.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, W. Lavelle, C. Brophy and Mr. T. Newton; the queries raised were responded to by Mr. P. Hogan and the report was NOTED.

Headed Item 3 – PARKING REVIEW

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer presented the report.

The presentation addressed the review of paid Pay and Display Parking in the South Dublin Area.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  Following contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, E. Higgins, J. Lahart, W. Lavelle and C. Brophy; Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, and Ms T. Walsh, Director of Transportation, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Headed Item 4 – A.O.B.
No Business.

The meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m. 
The report was NOTED.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting 5th September 2013

“Present:
Elected Members:

Councillor C. Brophy

Councillor P. Cosgrave

Councillor A.M. Dermody

Councillor E. Higgins

Councillor C. Jones

Councillor J. Lahart

Councillor W. Lavelle

Councillor E. Tuffy 

Council Officials: 

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer

Mr. A. O’Mullane, Senior Executive Engineer

Mr. J. Coughlan, Project Engineer

Ms C. Malone, Staff Officer

Non Elected
Mr. T Newton

Members:
Ms. Betty Tyrrell Collard

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Mr. K. Farrell and Mr. M. Moran.

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Brophy presided.

1.
Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Cosgrave, seconded by Mr. T. Newton the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 29th May 2013 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. M50 Travel Demand Study Presentation by NRA.

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Colm Brophy welcomed the NRA, represented by Ms Helen Hughes, Senior Project Manager (Strategic Planning), and Mr. Nigel O’Neill, Head of Commercial Operations, Procurement & Strategic Planning.  Also, present was Mr. Colin Acton of Aecom Consultants.  Ms Hughes gave a presentation addressing the issue of additional tolling on the M50.  Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Cllr. P. Cosgrave, Cllr. E. Tuffy, Cllr. W. Lavelle, Cllr. C. Brophy, Ms. B. Tyrrell Collard, Cllr. A.M. Dermody, Cllr. J. Lahart, Cllr. E. Higgins and Mr. T. Newton, the queries raised were responded to by Mr. N. O’Neill and the report was NOTED.

3. Cashless Parking Payment System and Smart Phone App

HI 3 was NOT REACHED

4. Traffic Management at Newlands Cross during Interchange Construction Presentation

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. C. Brophy welcomed BAM, represented by Ms Yvonne Jones, and Mr. Darren Devanne.  Ms Jones and Mr. Devane gave a presentation addressing the issue of traffic management at Newlands Cross during the interchange upgrade.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation and following contributions from Cllr. E. Higgins, Cllr. P. Cosgrave, Cllr. C. Brophy; Mr. D. Devane and Mr. J. Mcloughlin responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
5. A.O.B.

No business




The meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m.

 _______________                              _______________

Councillor C. Brophy                             Date

Cathaoirleach
The minutes were NOTED.

H4e)/1213
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT SPC
(i)  Report of Meeting 25th November 2013

“PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner  
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	H. Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	M. Maguire
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr. T. Gilligan   
	
	

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	T. Stakelum
	Assistant Staff Officer

	Cllr C  King
	
	

	Cllr E. Broin

	Cllr D. Looney

	

	Ms. Foluke Oladosu, South Dublin Community Platform


Councillor M. Corr chaired the meeting.

H-I(1)
MINUTES

The   Minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 23rd September, 2013, were proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

H-I(3) SDCC DISABILITY FORUM
Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer,  gave an informative report on the attached Department Circular regarding protocol for the Provision of Housing Supports to People with Disabilities.

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
“SDCC Disability Forum

The National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability is the Government strategy to address the housing needs of people with disabilities over the period 2011 to 2016. 

The strategy uses the term 'disability' in reference to four categories of disability, i.e. sensory disability, mental health disability, physical disability and intellectual disability. 

Vision
The strategy's vision is: To facilitate access, for people with disabilities, to the appropriate range of housing and related support services, delivered in an integrated and sustainable manner, which promotes equality of opportunity, individual choice and independent living. 

Strategic Aims
The strategy has 9 strategic aims: 

1. To promote and mainstream equality of access for people with a disability to the full range of housing options available suited to individual and household need. 

2. To develop national protocols and frameworks for effective interagency cooperation which will facilitate person-centred delivery of housing and relevant support services. 

3. To support people with a disability to live independently in their own homes and communities, where appropriate.

4. To address the specific housing needs of people with an intellectual and/or physical disability, moving from congregated settings in line with good practice, including through the development of frameworks to facilitate housing in the community.

5. To address the specific housing needs of people with a mental health disability, including through the development of frameworks to facilitate housing in the community, for people with low and medium support needs moving from mental health facilities, in line with good practice.

6. To consider good practice in the design, coordination and delivery of housing and related supports.

7. To facilitate people with a disability to access appropriate advice and information in respect of their housing needs.

8. To improve the collection and use of data/information regarding the nature and extent of the housing needs of people with a disability.

9. To provide a framework to support the delivery, monitoring and review of agreed actions.

Under the Strategy an Interagency Steering Group in South Dublin County Council is required , membership of which is as follows:

Director of Services for Housing (Chair)

HSE Representative  -  Representative from each of the four disability sectors    

operational in the local area

Representatives from a number of local approved housing   body 

Representatives should be at a senior level and should be competent in representing the needs of the various disability groups. 

The following is the membership of the group and an inaugural meeting will be held in the coming weeks 

	HSE 
	Paudie Galvin 

	HSE DISABILITY MANAGER 
	Helen Mc Daid 

	HSE PROPERTY MANAGER 
	Derek Gilmartin 

	STEWARTS CARE 
	Sean Priestly 

	CHESHIRE HOMES 
	Maggie Thomas 

	PEAMOUNT 
	Catherine Slattery 

	CIRCLE 
	Justin O Brien 

	Cluid 
	Catherine Stobie 

	St. John of God 
	Peter Famthon 

	National Deaf Association 
	No Name 

	Cheeverstown 
	Brian Gallagher CEO 


The Role of the Group will be:

· Overseeing the local implementation of the National Housing Strategy for People with Disabilities, including the housing of people with disabilities transitioning from institutional care; 

· Developing, monitoring and reviewing of local interagency protocols, as appropriate; 

· Developing plans to meet the housing needs and related supports for people with disabilities; 

· Working with all agencies in the provision of services to people with disabilities including employment, education and training; 

· Acting as a forum for the exchange of information; 

· Reporting to the Implementation Monitoring Committee

The following Housing Applicants have been identified as requiring supported living, (though it is expected that all these numbers will increase)

	Housing Applicants who have been identified requiring supported houses 25/11/2013 

	Organisation 
	Current 
	Housed 
	Total 

	Cheeverstown 
	54 
	0 
	54 

	John of God 
	33 
	0 
	33 

	John of God Menni 
	21 
	0 
	21 

	Stewarts Care 
	16 
	0 
	16 

	Cheshire Homes 
	6 
	2 
	8 

	Good Counsel Care 
	8 
	0 
	8 

	Peter Bradley Foundation 
	2 
	0 
	2 

	Exchange 
	2 
	0 
	2 

	St. Michael's House 
	0 
	1 
	1 

	Walkinstown 
	15 
	0 
	15 

	Identified as requiring support but no 
organisation on file 
	35 
	0 
	35 

	Peamount 
	18 
	0 
	18 

	HSE- Mental Health 
	2 
	0 
	2 

	TOTALS 
	212 
	3 
	215 


Following a discussion regarding Lease to Buy Model, European Investment Bank monies and Housing Applicants  to which Councillors E. O’Broin, C. King and D. Looney contributed,  Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social & Community Development and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised.  

It was agreed with the Housing Agency that South Dublin County Council will be a pilot authority in implementing this Forum.

The report was NOTED.
H-I(4)
 REPOSSESSED PRIVATE HOMES - VACANT

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
“Repossessed Private Homes - Vacant

19 vacant private properties have come to attention of SDCC.  6 of these properties are been actively pursued as derelict within the definition of Derelict Sites Act 1990. 

Housing, Environment and Environmental Health Services have assigned staff to establish a coordinated approach in addressing this issue.  From the Council's viewpoint it is important to contact owners as soon as it becomes apparent that private properties are becoming derelict.  In this regard we aim to prevent these sites from becoming a public health nuisance to the community arising from litter pollution caused by domestic refuse dumping, vandalism and Anti social behavior activity. 

However establishing ownership has proven to be an onerous task in current climate. Following extensive investigation, it has been found that a number of these properties have been repossessed by financial institutions.  We continue to pursue ownership details through all avenues.  To date we have served notices on the banks to address problems arising from derelict properties.  

It is the intention of the Council to examine the possibility of leasing vacant dwellings from the owners when they are established.  However to date this has not been possible to do so with the only owner of a property who was willing to enter into such an arrangement due to their inability to produce a tax certificate.”

Mr. B. Coman informed the meeting that once identification of the owners of the vacant units was established, that a legal notice could be served on them to carry out works to render the property in a suitable condition.  Where the property has tenants in situ, a Housing Needs Assessment may need to be carried out, as this tenant may be made homeless in this situation. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors. M. Corr, C. King, D. Looney, E. O’Broin and G. Kenny contributed, .  Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development  and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  

The Councillors thanked the Housing Department for the works carried out to date.

The report was NOTED. 

H-I (5)  TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME - UPDATE

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“Traveller Accommodation Programme - Update
Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018
The Draft Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 was published on the 3rd October 2013. It is available to the public online, at their local library or at SDCC offices. There is a 2 month period for interested parties to make submissions. The closing date for submissions is the 3rd December 2013. Following an assessment of the submissions received, the draft programme will be presented to the elected members for adoption.

The draft programme has 2 main themes - the provision of accommodation to meet demand in the Traveller Community and the development of estate management and tenant participation in new and existing Traveller sites.

 
Provision of Accommodation to Meet Projected Demand 2014 - 2018
 
Assessment of Demand for Accommodation for Travellers 2014 – 2018
	41 
	Families currently living in SDCC sites 

	64 
	Private rented/homeless accommodation 

	6 
	Others 

	111 
	Total number of families in need of accommodation per the 2013 Assessment 

	55 
	Units of accommodation required to cater for the estimated new family formations 

based on the number of children who will be 18 years of age or over during this 
programme 

	166 
	Gross Total Requirement under new programme 

	-70 
	Less those opting for social housing 

	96 
	Net provision for Traveller specific accommodation required in this programme 


* Figures for the Assessment were compiled using data from the Annual Traveller Count held in November 2012 and the Assessment of Housing Need held in April 2013.
Accommodation Programme 
As detailed in the Assessment of Need for Traveller Accommodation there is a requirement to provide or to assist in the provision of the order of 166 units of accommodation across the full range of accommodation types (standard housing, group housing and residential caravan parks) over the period of the new programme. 

Standard Social Housing provision, as well as social housing provided under Part V contractual arrangements, Voluntary or RAS provisions, and also casual vacancies in existing stock, will cater for all Traveller families who opt for standard Council housing. All such accommodation must be let in accordance with the current Allocation Scheme for Social Housing.

 
Proposed Construction Programme 2014- 2018
This Scheme proposes a construction programme to meet the needs identified above in 3 separate but related methods.  Firstly the development of green field sites, at previously agreed locations, as a rollover programme from uncompleted elements of the 2008-2013 programme. Secondly, redevelopment of existing temporary sites and thirdly, where appropriate, consideration will be given to the provision of extra/infill units:

Redevelopments
	Development 
	No. of 
units 
	Type 
	Delivery 

	Ballyowen Lane 
	10 
	Bays 
	Ongoing 

	Belgard Road 
	3 
	Group Houses 
	2014 

	St. Aidans 
	5 
	Group Houses 
	2014 

	Oldcastle Park 
	20 
	To be determined 
	2015 

	Lynch's Lane 
	3 
	Bays 
	2015 

	Belgard Park 
	10 
	Group Houses 
	Pending funding and consultation with residents 

	Total 
	51 
	  
	  


Infill developments:
	Development 
	Maximum No. of units 
	Type 
	Delivery 

	Ballyowen 
	5 
	To be determined 
	As required 

	Owendoher Haven 
	2 
	Bays 
	As required 

	Hazelhill 
	2 
	To be determined 
	As required 

	Total 
	9 
	  
	  


 
New developments at agreed locations
	Development 
	No. of Units 
	Type of Unit 
	Description 
	Delivery 

	Newcastle 
	10 
	Group Houses 
	Part V 
	2014 

	Rathcoole 
	10 
	Group Houses 
	Part VIII 
	2016 

	Adamstown x 3 
	10 x 3 
	Group houses/bays 
	Part V 
	2017 

	Bustyhill 
	8 
	Bays 
	Part VIII 
	2018 

	Blackchurch 
	10 
	Bays 
	Part VIII 
	2018 

	Brittas 
	10 
	Bays 
	Part VIII 
	2018 

	Total 
	78 
	  
	  
	  


While the locations of proposed developments in the current programme remain the same, regard will had to the up to date data now available to the Council from the recent Assessment of Needs in respect of the type and mix of accommodation to be provided at specific locations for which designs have not yet commenced. This matter will be addressed as part of the ongoing consultation process being undertaken at present in conjunction with the implementation of the current approved programme and in the interests of best estate management practice.

The delivery of the above programme is entirely dependent on all necessary consents, planning approvals and funding. 

Development of Estate Management & Tenant Participation in Traveller Communities
It is the intention and aim of the Council to mainstream the management and maintenance of all Traveller specific accommodation within the relevant sections of the Council.  

However, it is accepted that the Council should continue to develop policies and practices in relation to estate management and community development prior to the mainstreaming of all aspects of Traveller accommodation within the relevant sections of the Council.

The Council proposes to continue to work closely with the Traveller community to enhance tenant participation programmes and environmental awareness programmes. The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee (LTACC) has established a sub-committee that meets quarterly specifically to address issues arising from the maintenance and management of Traveller Specific Accommodation. The sub-committee allows residents, local Traveller development groups and the Council to identify the best route to the development of safer, cleaner communities. The Council's Estate Management Unit, Community Department & Environmental Awareness Officer will assist in the development programmes in consultation with the local development groups and the LTACC.

Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney, C. King, M. Corr and B. Bonner contributed.  Three is an issue with the number of  vacancies within bays, Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development  and Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised
Cllr. D. Looney, on behalf of the Housing SPC, thanked the Housing Department for all the work and involvement with the LTACC.  Cllr. B. Bonner thanked the Council for their support in addressing traveller issues and an improvement in the lives of travellers is very apparent.  Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing Social & Community Development, acknowledged the support from everyone involved in the Programme and will be addressing the issue of vacancies within bays.  The Housing Department will work with Traveller Support Groups to get positive outcomes and attitudes in place.  

The report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was agreed to hold an informal meeting around housing issues and questions with any members who wish to attend similar to the forum we held previously.

            at 3.p.m. on Friday, 13th December, 2013 in The Housing Conference Room. 

The meeting concluded at  6.45 p.m. 

Siniú:______________

Dáta:
_________________ ”
     An Cathaoirleach
The report was NOTED.

(ii)  Minutes of Meeting 23rd September 2013

“PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	A. Rooney
	Senior Staff Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	Representatives
	

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	D. Downey
	Deputy Director, Homeless Executive

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	L. Kelleher
	Communications Officer

	Cllr C. King
	Betty-Tyrrell-Collard 
	ICTU Representative

	Cllr D. Looney                                     Foluke Oladosu        South Dublin Community

	                                                                                               Platform

	

	Apologies

	Councillor Trevor Gilligan

	John Murphy, Agriculture / Farming

	

	The meeting was chaired by Councillor M. Corr

	


H-I(1)
MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 27th May 2013 were proposed by Councillor M. Duff seconded by Councillor C. King and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  

Ms. B. Tyrrell-Collard raised an issue of the Medical Priorities assigned to applicants in the Housing Grants Scheme.  Mr. B. Coman confirmed that the terminology used was as issued by the Department in it’s regulations and guidelines.

H-I(3)
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2014-2018

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014-2018 

The Council confirmed by way of advertisement in the national press and by correspondence sent to stakeholders, notice of its intention to publish a draft Traveller Accommodation Programme for 2014 – 2018. Following consultation with members of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, it was agreed to extend the period in which submissions could be made prior to the publication of the draft programme to Friday 20th September 2013.

The proposed timeline for the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 is as follows 

	Date
	Action

	8th August 2013
	Notice in intention to prepare a new draft Traveller Accommodation Programme
for 2014 – 2018 printed in national press. Designated stakeholders also
directly notified.

	20th September 2013
	Closing date for submissions prior to publication of draft programme

	2nd October 2013
	Publication of draft programme and commencement of 2 month public 
consultation period

	November 2013 (date 
to be confirmed)
	Consultation Meeting with Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative 
Committee

	November 2013 (date
to be confirmed)
	Presentation of draft programme to Housing and Social Development 
SPC

	2nd December 2013
	Closing date for submissions/public consultation

	9th December 2013
	Presentation of draft programme and Managers report on submissions to Council meeting for adoption.


Mr. B. Coman gave the meeting an update on the draft proposals for the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014-2018. 

The draft programme will be put on public display for two months and then should go to the Council meeting in December/January for approval. 

Following a contribution from Councillor M. Corr, Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.
H-I(4)
HOMELESS STRATEGY

 Mr. B. Coman gave an informative presentation on the Homeless Strategy. 

The draft Homeless Action Plan was also made available at the meeting.

A DVD: A Pathway to Home was shown to the meeting.

B. Coman gave the meeting an update on progress in relation to the proposed Homeless Action Plan Framework for the Dublin Region, 2014 to 2016, which is being Proposed for adoption by the Dublin Local Authorities.

The Plan was discussed and agreed by the regional Homeless Consultative Forum and the Statutory Management Group. The Plan’s objectives are in line with national policy.  There will be a detailed annual Business Plan for each year of the Action Plan, to be presented to the Housing SPC of each local authority.  The vision is to remove ‘rough sleepers’ from the streets.  As previously mentioned, there will also be a continuous reconfiguration process, in order to improve the effective delivery of services.  

Mr. B. Coman indicated that the regional funding remains the same in 2013 as it was for 2012.  He confirmed that there were 94 ‘rough sleepers’ in the Dublin area and there was a need for engagement.   The lack of one bedroomed accommodation in South Dublin was discussed.    Cllr. M. Corr requested that a streamlined standardised approach be used across the entire Dublin region, especially in relation to hospital and prison discharges.  The Council will work more closely with the H.S.E and the D.S.P. on this. Mr Coman highlighted the specific actions in the plan that relate to this.

Cllr. G.  Kenny asked how long it would take to house a homeless person in South Dublin?  Mr. B. Coman confirmed that there were 1800 presentations to South Dublin County Council in 2013 to date.  

There are a  total of 193 on the homeless list in South Dublin up to the end of August, 2013.  A total of 103 have been housed over three years, and also 162 housed in private rented accommodation. There were 278 presentations during the month of August, with 149 placed in private emergency accommodation.   

Mr. D. Downey confirmed that there was an established protocol from the H.S.E.   The housing options available are dependent on a local area’s pressures and needs.  Regarding those individuals who are running into difficulty with their private mortgages, there is a pilot scheme of ‘Mortgage to rent’ option available in Dublin City Council.  Mr Coman advised that this will be rolled out to all local authorities soon.

There is a commitment in the Plan for national standards.   A workshop on Homeless is being carried out on 2nd October in the Mansion House and all are invited to attend.  

Following a discussion to which Ms. B. Tyrell-Collard, Cllr. G. Kenny, Cllr. M. Duff and Cllr. M. Corr contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Mr. D. Downey, Deputy Director, Dublin Regional Homeless Executive and Ms. L. Kelleher, Communications Officer,  responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(5)
ENERGY INITIATIVES UPDATE

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“Energy Initiatives Update

Thermal improvement to occupied houses
Tymon North  

105 units identified in Tymon North, all have been surveyed by REIL, and 80 of these have been given to the contractor appointed to do the insulation in this area.  Work commenced on the 28th August on the first 5.  The Clerk of Works for this project has reported this morning that progress very slow to date as trying to make sure everything is completed to specification.  6 completed to-date but expect to speed up once the teething problems have been overcome.  Target of 30 completions by end of September and remainder in October.
St Aonghus
41 houses have been identified and 37 have been surveyed by REIL.   They hope to complete the balance by end of week.  The contractor commenced work today 17th September.  We will be changing approx 25 attic tanks and also putting mechanical vents in the bathrooms as they have no form of ventilation in the bathrooms.  Hope to have 2/3 completed by end of September and remainder in October.
Tymonville
93 addresses have been sent to REIL for surveying who confirmed that they will be starting to do so on the 18th September.

BETTER ENERGY WARMER HOMES PILOT 
Deansrath
58 tenants written to originally.

5 not interested

32 eligible

32 houses were originally identified and sent to SEAI.  Confirmation was received on 16th August that this project has been given to a contractor.  It was his responsibility to deliver the scheme to the required standard.  The surveys were carried out around end of August and the insulation work commenced on 9th September and was completed on 17th September. The Council installed windows in 4 houses under the Window Programme.  The job is now completed.  This work was carried out at the expense of SEAI.

BETTER ENERGY AREA BASED WARMER HOMES 2013 
Kiltalown 
75 houses were identified under this scheme of which 60 are SDCC rented dwellings.  All the houses have been surveyed by REIL. Works will be funded by SEAI and Council and works will be carried out mainly by SDCC with some being carried out by REIL including pre and post BER certification.

It is being project managed by REIL as lead applicant with SDCC monitoring their own works.  Some Energy works on Kiltalown House are included in the application.  These works must be completed by end of October. Part of the scheme was the installation of windows in 12 houses – 6 of the windows have already been installed and the remainder next week.  The energy works are being carried out by contractor who commenced on 5th September.  We also have to replace approx. 34 attic tanks.  The mechanical contract has also started with the installation of controls and some heating systems.

Summary 
Number of houses on site                      206

Estimated completed by end of September

30 houses in Tymon North         @ average €2,500 per house = €75,000

3 houses in St Aonghus             @   average €2,500 per house =     7,500

10 houses in Kiltalown               @ average €2,500 per house   =      €25,000

Total of 43                                @ €2,500 per house = €107,500

Balance of the 206 to be completed in October = 163     @  2,500 =€407,500

Estimated total expenditure in 2013                                = €515,000

 Relets

In addition to above there will also be some houses completed under relets, which could result in a further 10 houses      @ 2,500 = €25,000, bringing total expenditure of €540,000.”

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Duff and C. King contributed,  Mr.  B. Coman responded to queries raised.  Cllr. C. King expressed his thanks to the Housing staff responsible for the delivery of the programmes. 

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
HOUSING NEEDS ANALYSIS BREAKDOWN

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:
“Housing Needs Analysis Breakdown

HOUSING   NEEDS   ASSESSMENT 2013 
List of 10,361 names and addresses were sent to printer on 13/03/2013

Sent by post 15/03/2013 with return date for HNA Form 05/04/2013 

	HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT 2013

	Forms Sent
	10361
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Returned by closing date 05/04/13
	4731
	46%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Returned to 1/08/13
	6687
	65%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Not returned at 29/07/13
	3674
	35%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


Of 6687 assessed 162 (2%) determined as not eligible for social housing

Housing List 6525
· 68% Irish Citizens 

· 11% Non-EEA / EU 

· 18% employed 

· 63% Social Welfare only 

· 16% under age 25 

· 2% over age 60 

· 57% between ages 25-40 

· 24% income less than €10k 

· 51% income between €10k - €20k 

· 28% couple with dependants 

· 35% female with dependants 

· 8% male with dependants 

· 21% more than 5 years on list 

· 15% less than 1 year on list 

· 75% in Private Rented with 85% of those on RS”

Mr. B. Coman confirmed that almost one third of applicants did not reply to the correspondence and follow up communications issued for the H.N.A.  Following a contribution from Councillors M. Duff, P. Kearns and B. Bonner,  Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

            
 It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Corr, and AGREED in   accordance with Standing Order No. 23, to suspend standing orders for a further ten minutes to complete the order of business.

H-I(7)
REVIEW OF THE SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING ASPECTS OF PART V OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000.

Mr. B. Coman gave a presentation.
There is a review of the social and affordable aspects of Part V of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.

Between the years 2004- 2010, 1,300 units of social housing were acquired under Part V.  Nationally, 15,114 units were delivered under the Act. However, this is 4% of all developments carried out during this period, which is well below what could have been acquired.   South Dublin County Council have 148 unsold affordable units, which the Department sanctioned could be used for social housing needs.  It would not be advantageous to suspend Part V of the Act , as there are on-going contracts to negotiate and fulfil.  There must also be a community gain involved. 

It was noted that a draft review must be completed by Friday, 27th September, and Mr. B. Coman requested any observations for inclusion should be forwarded to him by the Committee for inclusion in the draft.  A copy of the draft submission will be communicated to those attending the meeting.  

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, M. Duff and P. Kearns contributed,  Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised and undertook to prepare a draft submission and forward to members before deadline date of 27th September 2013.

The report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm            

Siniú:____Marie Corr_____

Dáta:
_25th Nov., 2013__ 
     An Cathaoirleach”
The minutes were NOTED.

H5/1213
JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE REPORT OF MEETING 29th NOVEMBER 2013
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Joint Policing Committee met on 29th November 2013 in County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Documents presented at the meeting are available on  the CMAS  system. 

Attendance:  Committee Members

	Cllr. G. O’Connell (Chair)
	Mayor Cllr. D. Looney

	Cllr. P. Cosgrove
	Cllr. M. Devine

	Cllr. G. Kenny
	Cllr. W. Lavelle

	Cllr. Brian Lawlor
	Cllr. J. Lahart

	Cllr. E. Walsh
	D. McLoughlin

	B. Coman
	Chief Superintendent D. Coburn

	Michelle Kearns
	Chief Superintendent B. Mangan

	Michael Noonan
	


In attendance: Superintendent Dermot Mann, Superintendent Peter Duff, Superintendent Brendan Connolly, A. Byrne, W. Sheils, S. O’Gorman, A. Lane, N. Byrne, Sgt. Mark Redmond

The following is a summary of the business of the JPC:

JPC Sub-groups

Reports were presented on behalf of the 

Parks Sub-group and the Intimidation Sub-group.

Local Policing Fora

Reports were circulated on behalf of the three local policing in Tallaght, Clondalkin and North Clondalkin

Garda Reports

Reports were circulated by Chief Superintendents Mangan and Coburn.

An emergency motion was passed at the Tallaght Area Committee on 25th November 2013.  Chief Superintendent Brendan Mangan gave the following response:
“An Garda Síochána are very aware of the situation and have concentrated efforts in the area in recent nights. There have been no reports of any significant incidents in the last 3 nights. One area of concern has been the briefing of the media in general as this can enflame existing issues and damage the profile of the area. As the matter is still under investigation, I cannot be any more specific.”

Crime Prevention and Design

Sergeant Mark Redmond gave a comprehensive presentation on how good design of housing and open spaces can prevent crime.  Sergeant Redmond is available to meet with individuals, organisations and business to discuss crime prevention.

Comhairle na nÓg report circulated.

Halloween report and presentation circulated

Clondalkin Equine Project

Roisin Carney and John Quinn gave a detailed presentation on the Clondalkin Equine Project which was set up in 2012 to 

· Make it affordable to own and rear horses 

· Promote animal welfare

· Promote responsible horse ownership

· Identify and secure land 

· Work with relevant agencies

Annual Plan

An update was given on the 2013 Work Plan.  A draft plan for 2014 was circulated which members can add to.

CCTV

A report will be presented to the next meeting on Community Based CCTV.

The Joint Policing Committee will next meet on 21st March, 2014.” 

The report was NOTED.  

H6/1213
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was business under this heading.
QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q15 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Q1/1213
JOBSBRIDGE 


QUESTION:  Councillor G. Kenny

To ask the Manager to give a breakdown to date on how many internships it has utilised under the Jobsbridge Scheme?       
REPLY:
The following is the position regarding the JOBBRIDGE –National Internship Scheme in the Council giving the title of the post, the number of posts in each category and the outcome of each position:

Access Surveyor (1 post): Offer declined. 
Multi Media Developer (1 post): Offer declined.
Content Generation Web Developer (1 post): Offer declined.
CCTV Monitor (1 post): 1 placement from 06/02/2012 to 02/11/2012.
Assistant Digitalisation of Heritage material (1 post): 1 placement from 06/06/2012 to 01/03/2013. 
Online Community Assistant and Web Editor (1 post): No suitable candidate. 
Project Assistant - Arts Office (1 post): 1 placement from 3/12/2012. - 30/08/2013.
CCTV Monitor (2 posts): 1st placement from 10/12/2012 - 9/9/13.  2nd placement from 21/01/2013 – 26/7/13 
Energy Management Officer (2 posts): 1st placement commenced 8/4/13.  2nd placement commenced 13/05/2013.
Communications Assistant - Sports Partnership (1 post): Placement commenced 10/06/2013. 
Programme Manager Link 2b Active - Sports Partnership (1 post): No applications received
Community Composer– Tallaght Arts (1 post): Awaiting confirmation from FAS to commence successful candidate. 
Project Producer – Tallaght Arts (1 post):   No suitable candidate. 
Community Liaison – Tallaght Arts (1 post):  No applications received. 

Q2/1213
EASTERN RIVER BASIN DISTRICT  



QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on measures by this Council to improve river water quality in line with the Eastern River Basin District (ERBD) plan, including plans for 2014 and the funding available for such measures?
REPLY:
The Council is in the process of finalising its Eastern River Basin District Actions [ERBD] for the County for 2014. However, it is expected water quality improvement work in 2014 will be a mix of Catchment assessments and point pollution elimination. Significant understanding of domestic and industrial misconnection was achieved in 2013 primarily as a result of project work carried out during 2013, the reports of which have yet to be completed. These projects inform the environmental improvement works programme for 2014. 

Water Services Department also carry out inspections of developments to ensure that planning conditions regarding drainage systems are complied with. 

We also work with Building Control section to inspect the condition of drainage systems for taking in charge purposes of estates.

The roll out of septic tank inspections in the county in 2014 is expected to provide the Council with additional mechanisms to reduced pollution to waters and this is welcome. The Council will also be working closely with Dublin City Council, the lead authority of the Eastern River Basin District (ERBD) project, and the EPA in developing the next cycle of the ERBD River Basin Management Plan 2016 to 2021.  

The proposed measures for 2014 will be funded from the Councils 2014 revenue budget.

Q3/1213
GREEN ROUTES
QUESTION:  Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for a report on plans to extend 'green routes' in our County, including through parks?
REPLY:
The recently published NTA Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network includes a Greenway strategy that identifies a network of green routes throughout South Dublin County and linking into adjoining Counties.  These routes are intended for use by both cyclists and walkers.  The Council had input into the preparation of the document and sought to ensure that all proposed SDCC linked routes were included. Greenway routes generally align with landscape features and parks such as the Rivers Dodder, Poddle and Camac and Griffeen, the Grand Canal and major parks such as Tymon, Corkagh and Griffeen Valley, to form continuous linked routes.
The NTA funded a technical feasibility for the Dodder Valley Greenway in 2012 that was led by SDCC on behalf of three local authorities.  SDCC successfully bid for and secured National Cycle Network seed funding from the DoTT&S to prepare an economic feasibility of the Dodder Greenway from Dublin City Centre to Bohernabreena, in 2013, which is complete.  Work is ongoing on various sections of the Dodder Valley, funded by the NTA and will include construction of a new bridge at Firhouse in 2014.  The economic feasibility study identified potential for 1.5 million trips per annum on the Dodder route, and this has enabled a further bid for NCN funding, that was recently submitted with the support of the adjoining local authorities and the NTA, to the DoTT&S, in order to enable certain works to proceed.  These are works that would be less likely to be funded by the NTA in the short term, but are considered necessary to establish a viable, continuous leisure route that can be upgraded to full greenway standard as funding allows.

Q4/1213
WIFI
QUESTION:  Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide an update on the provision of free municipal Wifi in Council facilities, parks, community centres and villages, as mandated in motions put forward by myself and others during this Council term, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council continues to support the roll-out of free public Wi-Fi to our facilities, parks, community centres and villages and has been responsible for the setup of Wi-Fi facilities at the following locations:-

All SDCC Libraries:-

· County Library 

· Castletymon Library 

· Whitechurch Library 

· Ballyroan Library – under reconstruction 

· Lucan Library 

· Clondalkin Library 

· Stewarts Hospital Library & Coach House – 2 WAPs

Community Centres:-

· Brookfield Youth & Community Centre

Other:-

· South Dublin County Council HQ Building – various locations 

· Clondalkin Civic Offices 

· Civic Theatre 

· Tallaght Stadium 

· Grange Castle Golf Club 

· Corkagh Park

Public Wi-Fi facilities are available at all of the above locations, free of charge to public users.

Following on from previous activity and motions which reaffirmed the Council's support for the roll-out of free wi-fi within Council facilities, the Council has proposed that free public wi-fi be made available under the Council's Village Renewal activities.  The objective is to provide free wireless internet access to the general public on the main thoroughfares of the County's villages as a pro-business measure and as a renewal initiative. In providing such facilities we are ultimately making these areas more attractive to the public to spend their time and consequently conducting more business locally.

The model under which we are delivering the service seeks to partner with local businesses enabling them to become stakeholders and engaging them in the process. The logistical issues which the engagement of local business seeks to overcome involve; location provision by allowing access to their property for mounting of the Wi-Fi equipment, and internet provision through segmentation of their existing broadband access allowing sharing of the service in a secure manner. South Dublin County Council has made available funds to cover the cost of the necessary equipment, installation, and ongoing management of the solution. There is no additional financial cost to the businesses.

The Council are pleased to report that Lucan Village has been enabled for some time while Templeogue Village has recently been WiFi enabled under this programme. We continue to make steady progress and efforts continue to develop Wi-Fi in the other village locations including Rathfarnham, Clondalkin, Tallaght, Newcastle, Rathcoole, Palmerston and Saggart.
Q5/1213
ILLEGAL DUMPING 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin
To ask the manager to provide a report on illegal dumping containing the following information (with the information expressed as a global figure for SDCC and broken down for each LEA);
- the number of reports of illegal dumping per year from 2010 to 2013

- the number of fines issued for illegal dumping per year from 2010 to 2013

- the total cost of collecting and disposing of illegal dumping per year from 2010 to 2013

- the total cost of all preventative measures taken by the council to reduce illegal dumping per year from 2010 to 2013

REPLY:
While it is not possible to provide a breakdown of figures by electoral area, the following number of reports were received in relation to illegal dumping in the Council's  administrative area from 2010 to 2013:

2010 - 706 reports received  

2011 - 970 reports received   

2012 - 2093 reports received   

2013 January to October - 1992 reports received  from this 384 litter fines issued

No. of Fines Issued
2010 - 270 litter fines issued 

2011 - 229 litter fines issued 

2012 - 434 litter fines issued 

2013 - 384 litter fines issued

Q6/1213
HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin

To ask the Manager to provide a report on the 3,166 housing applicants who did not renew their housing application during this years Housing Needs Assessment including the following information:

- the efforts made by the Council to contact these applicants during the HNA process

- measures taken to ensure that those with restricted literacy were not disadvantaged during the process

- the number of people who have contacted the Council since the conclusion of the HNA process concerned that they have been removed from the list

- the number of people who have now been returned to the list 

- what additional measures the Council now intends to take to ensure that no person, through no fault of their own, will lose their place on the housing list following the HNA process? 
REPLY:
The Council contacted 10,361 applications in relation to the Housing Needs Assessment 2013 by letter sent 5th April 2013.  On the 14th June 2013 the Council sent 4,750 reminder letters to those who had failed to return the requested form.  In May 2013 Allocations Section also commenced a programme of contacting 'failure to reply' applicants directly by telephone.  Allocations staff attempted to contact 1,130 applicants using all telephone numbers on file.  It transpired that  916 were unreachable, the remainder 187 contacted had either forgot to reply, changed address or were no longer interested in housing with South Dublin County Council as they had applications with other Local Authorities. A further  862 applicants were checked with  the assistance of the Department of Social welfare .In total 556 of these were re-issued with a form due to change of address, approximately 110 of these were  subsequently returned.   Due to the response rates and the statutory timeframe for completion of the Housing Needs Assessment it was decided not to pursue these option further.  Information regarding the Assessment was placed on the Choice Based Letting website.  The Council's Traveller Accommodation Unit contacted, in person, housing applicant's belonging to the traveller community.  

The Customer Care Counters, Libraries etc. are always available to assist customers who may have literacy issues  with any documentation received from the Council , across all Departments. On completion of this prolonged and exhaustive process executed within very limited resources a total of 3,674 applications were cancelled on 7th July 2013 for failure to reply to the Housing Needs Assessment.  This represents a 35% of the overall total and compares favourably with previous Housing Need Assessments.

The Council will reactivate applications who failed to return the initial Housing Needs Assessment form with no loss of time on list, however, a completed form must be submitted by 31/12/2013 with relevant documentation.  Re-activation of files after this date will not be possible.  Please note this Council will process sympathetically any genuine appeals on literacy grounds or indeed other genuine reasons for non return of documents after year end.  To date the Council has reactivated approximately 300 applications. 

The only applicants who lose their place on the housing list following the HNA process are those deemed no longer eligible, who are no longer interested in housing with South Dublin County Council or who fail to return their form.  Housing applicants are reminded in all correspondence issued to notify the Council of any change of circumstance with their application e.g. Change of Address. This is a fundamental condition of the Allocations Scheme and applicants are constantly reminded of this requirement. It is their responsibility to notify the local authority in cases of change of address and circumstances.

It must be noted that under legislation issued in 2011 housing applicants can only apply to one Local Authority for housing, the Council regularly issues letters to applicants who wish to apply to an Authority outside of the Dublin area confirming cancellation of their application.  
Q7/1213
IRISH WATER
QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin

To ask the Manager for a progress report on the transfer of responsibility for water and sewage provision from SDCC to Irish Water including the following information:

- a general overview of the issues, timescales and costs involved

- the detail of the SLA negotiations between the Council, the Department and Irish Water

- the impact for SDCC staff in terms of terms and conditions arising from the transfer

- the timescale and plan for the installation of water meters 

- any other information which the Manager may deem relevant?
REPLY:
In April 2012 the Government announced reform of Public Water Services and Bord Gais were appointed to establish a new water utility company, Irish Water (Uisce Eireann).  Following this appointment the City & County Managers Association (CCMA) established the Water Services Transition Office to liaise between the Local Authorities and Irish Water.  

It is intended that Irish Water will assume statutory responsibility for all water services (excluding surface water) nationally from 1st January 2014.  Local Authorities will continue to deliver water and wastewater functions through a Service Level Agreement (SLA) the duration of which will initially be for 12 years.  ICTU has commissioned Mazars consultants at a National level to review the SLA and advise on any issues of concern to Unions.  South Dublin County Council has participated in numerous SLA related briefing sessions and there has been three SDCC specific negotiation meetings held with Irish Water on the SLA. There have also been numerous meetings held on all aspects of the Annual Service Plan (ASP) and the future Capital Programme.

SDCC will continue to provide water services under the SLA and all SDCC staff who are involved in the delivery of Water and Waste Water Services will remain as employees of the local Authority and will therefore retain their current terms and conditions. 

The Water Services Bill 2013 was presented to Cabinet on 26th November and is due to be published on 2nd December.  However, it should be noted that sight of this legislation covering the powers of Irish Water, transfer of assets and billing of both domestic and non domestic customers has not yet been made available to the Local Authorities and in the absence of sight of such legislation many of the issues relating to the SLA remain under review.
The installation of water meters is being carried out nationally by Irish Water and their appointed Contractors.  SDCC understands that the installation of water meters will commence in South Dublin County in January/February 2014. The installation will begin in the Lucan and Clondalkin areas. Irish Water have been requested to provide their Water Meter Installation Plan and Maps for the county so that this can be made available to the elected members.

The attached presentation addressing many of the issues listed above was given to the Organisation, Procedure & Finance meeting of the Council.

 Q8/1213        
 MEDICAL PRIORITY 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin

To ask the Manager for a report on the issue of housing related applications for medical priority involving the HSE Medical Officer including the following information (with the information expressed as a global figure for SDCC and with a breakdown for each LEA):

- the number of applications for medical priority per year from 2010 to 2013

- the number of applications for medical priority rejected by the medical officer per year from 2010 to 2013

- the number of rejected applications that relate to rare medical conditions & behavioural syndromes 

- the number of rejected applications eventually granted on review/appeal per year from 2010 to 2013? 

REPLY:
The Medical Unit was set up in 2011 following the restriction of capital funding from Government for the construction of new social housing, including housing for those awaiting specially adapted housing.  The purpose of the unit was to examine existing housing stock that become vacant as to it's suitability for those awaiting specific housing. The remit of the Unit was broadened to examine all applications for housing on medical grounds with a view to meeting their needs from vacant housing.

It is a requirement under the Social Housing Regulations 2011 that the medical documentation submitted in respect of a request for housing on medical grounds must clearly outline how the provision of social housing, having regard to the applicant's current housing accommodation, will improve/alleviate the applicants medical needs.  When such documentation is received it is forwarded to the Councils medial referee who determines if medial priority is awarded.  The medical referee is a HSE doctor who is nominated to us by that body.

Currently 130 applicants are awaiting specific accommodation (56 require wheelchair liveable accommodation) plus 43 applicants awaiting standard accommodation on medical grounds.  Since the establishment of the unit 115 housing applicants/transfers have been accommodated in specific accommodation.

The Council's Medical Referee reviewed 170 medical applications to date in 2013. The following show statistics for 2012 & 2013, they are not available for 2011.

	Applications forwarded to Medical Referee 
	  
	  
	  

	  
	2011 
	2012 
	2013 

	Applications for housing on medical grounds (incl. standard housing on medical grounds 
	n/a 
	144 
	170 

	Approved 
	75 
	57 
	85 

	Refused 
	n/a 
	80 
	83 

	Additional Information sought 
	n/a 
	7 
	2 

	Granted on Review 2012/2013 
	n/a 
	5 


Statistics of individual medical conditions/disabilities are not recorded, nor is the LEA as figures include housing applicants who may not currently reside in the County, however, the following is the type of accommodation awarded medical priority:

	SUMMARY OF DECISIONS on Disability/Medical Grounds  2013 
	  

	Standard 
	41

	Ground Floor 
	44 

	Total 
	85


In addition to the 85 awards for priority the Doctor has indicated that 21 of these units will require their own bedroom accommodation for the applicant and 8 will require garden space while 1 of them units will need to include a carer's room.

Q9/1213         BONFIRES

QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin

To ask the Manager for a report on illegal bonfires at Halloween including the following information (with the information expressed as a global figure for SDCC and with a break down for each LEA):

- the total number of illegal bonfires per year from 2010 to 2013

- the cost of the clean up operation arising from the bonfires from 2010 to 2013

- the number of reports of illegal bonfire wood received by SDCC in advance of Halloween in 2012 and 2013

- the number of these reports responded to and resulting in the removal of the bonfire wood

- the number of these reports not responded to and not resulting in the removal of the bonfire wood?
REPLY:
Illegal bonfires are an ongoing feature of Halloween. Bonfires waste valuable Council resources in the removal and disposal of material. Communities also suffer from the social, economic and environmental cost.

	 
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Total no. of bonfires 
	343
	351
	380
	378

	Lucan
	 
	 
	42
	28

	Clondalkin
	 
	 
	146
	138

	Tallaght
	 
	 
	181
	197

	Rathfarnham
	 
	 
	11
	15

	Cost of clean up and disposal
	€77,000
	€56,000
	€63,000
	€50,000

	Bonfire materials reported on Customer 
Care pre Halloween
	    61
	    51
	    198 
	    200


All bonfire material has now been removed.
Q10/1213
COMMUNITY SAFETY FORUM

QUESTION: Councillor E. Ó Broin

To ask the Manager for a report on efforts to secure funding for the four Community Safety Forum posts in the County and to provide an indication as to whether he believes funding will be made available for 2014 from Central or Local government sources?
REPLY:
The Council has received the second and final tranche of funding from the Department of Health in respect of the four posts for 2013.

We have been in constant contact with the Department concerning funding for the posts in 2014.

The Council has provided the Department recently with details of the work of the projects and their value to the local communities and other relevant stakeholders with the aim of securing funding for 2014.

We have not yet received notification of funding for 2014 though we understand that the Department will be notifying the respective Drugs Task Forces in the very near future of their allocations for 2014 and may include provision for the four Project posts.

Q11/1213         HERITAGE PLAN


QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for an updated Report on the implementation of the South Dublin County Heritage Plan?
REPLY:
During the course of 2013, the following projects were undertaken in fulfillment of objectives and actions listed in the South Dublin County Heritage Plan 2010-2015.

1.
Architectural Heritage Projects

· Industrial Heritage Survey – Mills*

The targeted field condition survey of the 76 historic mill sites recorded during the 2012’s Industrial Heritage Survey (Phase 1) has been completed.  The report is currently being assessed.   


(*70% funding from Heritage Council)

· Survey of Council-owned Protected Structures

To date, 8 Council-owned buildings have now been surveyed in conjunction with the Council’s Conservation Officer and Architectural Services, the most recent being the Rathcoole Courthouse for which LEADER funding was secured by Architectural Services to undertake necessary repair and maintenance works.

· Traditional Building Skills Exhibition*

Mr. Brian Hayes T.D. launched a very successful Traditional Building Skills event held in Rathfarnham Castle grounds in July.  The event was a joint project between SDCC, the Irish Georgian Society and the Office of Public Works.  Two days of information seminars and demonstration workshops using traditional building skills were held.  The event also provided an opportunity to raise the heritage and business profile of Rathfarnham village.


(*70% funding from Heritage Council)

· A new leaflet to raise awareness of the architectural interest in the Rathfarnham ACA was prepared in-house and was officially launched by Cllr. Paddy Cosgrave at the Traditional Building Skills event in Rathfarnham Castle.   

2.
Archaeological Heritage Projects

· Survey of Council-owned Protected Structures

4 archaeologically important structures have now been surveyed as part of the Heritage Plan’s programme to survey Council-owned Recorded Monuments/Protected Structures.  These include the Old Stables in Corkagh Park, Palmerston Church and Graveyard, Rathfarnham Church and Graveyard, and Kilmahuddrick Church (St. Cuthbert’s) in Deansrath.  

· A condition survey and a historical survey report is nearing completion for the Firhouse Weir and watercourse (RPS/RMP).  The information will contribute to the preparation of an overall plan for the maintenance, interpretation and presentation of the feature in a proposed ‘Heritage Park’ for this area of the Dodder, the concepts for which are currently being developed as a Heritage Plan project for 2014.   

· A joint project was undertaken with the Archaeology Department in UCD and the National Monuments Service to facilitate a geo-physical survey of a previously unclassified ring fort northeast of Newcastle village, east of Casement Aerodrome.  The feature is now known to be a trivalent ring fort, making it the only one of its kind in County Dublin and it is believed that it may represent a royal site of some importance.

3.
Planning/Cultural Heritage Projects

· Rathcoole Village Design Statement*

Following presentations made by the Heritage Officer to the local community in Rathcoole earlier in the year, progress has slowed since then. It has been suggested to apply for LEADER funding in 2014 to engage consultants to assist the community to drive the project forward next year.    

· Discussions and preliminary works have commenced to assist the local community group in Mill Lane, Palmerston, to prepare a Local Heritage Plan for the historic village area. 

4.
Natural Heritage

· A biodiversity survey of Corkagh Park was undertaken during the summertime under partnership with Tralee IT.  This involved a habitat mapping exercise with some bird, mammal, and insect recording

· Following a request for biodiversity advice and assistance from the Clondalkin Tidy Towns Group, a survey of the hedgerows, the mill ponds, and the Camac in Clondalkin Park was undertaken under the Heritage Plan

· Staff Biodiversity Training: 
Following the initial bat training course for Parks and Architectural Services staff earlier in the year, a number of evening surveys were undertaken by the group during the summer.  This has facilitated the gathering of additional bat data for parks properties.  This type of staff training will be of benefit as a cost-saving measure as these staff may be drawn upon instead of engaging consultants to survey and monitor these protected species on Council-owned properties. 

· A programme to address the control of invasive plant species along the Dodder has commenced in conjunction with Parks Section of Public Realm.  A pilot study of 5 sites has been identified for spraying in Autumn and early Spring and a phone App has been designed for use by Parks staff which will speed up the mapping of sites and the recording of management treatments.    

· Planning commenced for the preparation of the County Biodiversity Plan.  A consultation brochure has been drafted and prospective members to form the Biodiversity Forum have been approached to assist in the process to deliver the County Biodiversity Plan.  The public consultation process is planned to commence in the New Year.   

· A survey of the pond and its surroundings in Rathfarnham Castle grounds was undertaken in preparation for a proposed biodiversity enhancement programme for this water feature for 2014. 

· Evening Bat Walks were facilitated for local community events in Waterstown Park in June and October.

· A walk was attended with the Knocklyon Network of the Dodder between Spawell Roundabout and the Speaker Connolly park gates to raise awareness of the biodiversity interest of the parks along this section of the Dodder.    

Other Heritage-related Projects

· Heritage Tourism Appraisal

An appraisal of the County’s heritage assets is currently underway to determine the potential for the development of heritage tourism projects.  The potential for the County’s waterways to act as a framework for heritage tourism initiatives is being investigated, with an objective being to link into possible actions arising from the County Villages initiative.  Most of the heritage projects listed in this report will also contribute baseline information towards developing this County tourism strategy.

· LEADER Projects
Slade Heritage Trail

A LEADER-funded feasibility study is currently underway to determine the potential and viability of a heritage tourism trail leading from the Brittas Ponds through the Slade valley and linking the three villages of Brittas, Saggart and Rathcoole.  Draft report is expected by year end.  

Aviation Heritage Museum, Baldonnell

A LEADER-funded feasibility study is underway to determine the potential and viability of an aviation heritage museum of national importance, building upon the artifact resource held in the museum currently located in Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnell.  Appointed consultants are finalising their research and stakeholder consultation and a final report is expected by year end. 

· Advice on heritage and biodiversity issues continues to be made to planning applications and other Council projects e.g. Ballycullen-Oldcourt LAP, review of Adamstown SDZ, Quarries etc.
Q12/1213         BIODIVERSITY PLAN
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for an updated Report on the implementation of the County Biodiversity Plan?
REPLY:
Planning commenced in 2013 for the preparation of the County Biodiversity Plan.  A consultation brochure has been drafted and prospective members to form the Biodiversity Forum have been approached to assist in the process to deliver the County Biodiversity Plan.  The public consultation process is planned to commence in the New Year.   

Q13/1213        PLANNING PERMISSIONS

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can advise (i) on the number of Planning Permissions granted by the Council in 2012 and (ii) the number of Planning Permissions granted in 2013 up to 21st Oct. 2013?
REPLY:
	 
	Grant of permissions
	Fee income

	2012
	503
	€383,585

	2013 ( up to end of Nov)
	423
	€538,040


Fee income reflects the scale and size of planning applications. The fee income to date in 2013 has increased by  just over 40% on the total income for 2012 with one month still to be taken into account.  This increase demonstrates the increased activity in the county particularly in the commercial area.

Q14/1213        QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will advise on the number of Commencement Notices submitted to the Council to begin construction work on live Planning Permissions in 2012 and to-date in 2013?
REPLY:
The number of commencement notices received in 2012 and to end November 2013 are outlined below. 

	Year
	N.o of 
Commencement 
Notices
	Buildings affected
	Houses
	Apartments

	2012
	237
	283
	75
	6

	2013 (end November)
	207
	355
	180
	17


In the case of the buildings affected, the numbers include both extensions to existing buildings as well as new buildings.

The data on new residential units is provided also for information.

Q15/1213
  
 JOB / WORK PLACEMENT PROGRAMMES 

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 

To ask the Manager if he will make a Report on the number of persons working with the Council at this time on the various Government initiated Job/Work Placement programmes (excluding TUS workers) and if he will give summary information on the types of work being undertaken by those on placements with the Council?
REPLY: 
The following is the current position on Government initiated Job/Work Placement programmes:

Jobbridge – 2 Energy Officers 
Working on Energy Management - as part of a team approach to determine the level of Energy usage in the Council and to further map this energy usage to determine the carbon baseline for the County including:

· To co-ordinate the various elements involved in the establishment of the carbon baseline for the County 

· The evaluation of energy usage 

· Compilation of data 

· Updating and analysing data 

· Evaluation of initiatives undertaken as part of the project 

Jobbridge - 1 Communications Assistant 
Working on South Dublin County Sports Partnership programmes and their objectives, administration of South Dublin County Sports Partnership website (Wordpress) and associated websites (Ramble Aid.ie) as well as social media channels (Facebook pages etc.) including:

· Maintain social media channels for all activities and events 

· Source information online for databases 

· Website administration and social networking 

· Event management 

· Research and PR 

Redundant Apprentice Placement Scheme – RAPS 
The following are completing their apprenticeships with the Council:

2 plumbers

1 carpenter 

1 bricklayer

H7/1213
   DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H8a)/1213
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H8b)/1213
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES – PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND TO THE REAR OF 638 WHITECHURCH ROAD, RATHFARNHAM, D.14
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:

“Planning permission was granted to Mr. Niall Clarke, to build 3 dwellings to the rear of 638 Whitechurch Road, Rathfarnham on 16th May 2006 (planning ref SD05A/1061 refers). The approved access to the new development, known as Glenmore Mews, is across a strip of Council owned lands at Glenmore Green. The applicant had been advised that the grant of access would be subject to the agreement on terms and conditions with the Council. A survey carried out by Mr. Clarke's Architects indicates that a strip of land in the ownership of the Council has been included in the development site. The dwellings have been constructed on site and the developer, Mr. Niall Clarke, has sought the agreement of the Council to formalise the agreement and regularise the title to the development in respect of the Council owned strip of land.

The matter was referred to the Council's Chief Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicant.

I now recommend that the Council disposes of a plot of land measuring 0.015 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 638 Whitechurch Road, Rathfarnham as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/18/12 to Mr. Niall Clarke, the developer of the residential development known as Glenmore Mews, together with a right of way over the area shown shaded in yellow on said Drawing, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions, as recommended by the Council's Valuer:- 

1. That the Council dispose of the freehold interest in the plot outlined in red on the attached Indicative Drawing No. LA/18/12 having a nett area of 0.015 hectares.

2. That the Council grant a right-of-way over the area coloured in yellow on the attached Indicative Drawing No. LA/18/12 to access three dwellings constructed in the rear garden of 638 Whitechurch Road, as per planning permission SD05A/1061.

3. That the Applicant pay the consideration of €35,000 (thirty five thousand euro) plus VAT (if applicable) to the Council.

4. That the access route that has been constructed is to the satisfaction of the Council's Roads Department.

5. That ownership of the portion of the access road, the subject of the right-of-way, shall be retained by the Council.

6.     That the Applicant pay the Council's Valuer's fees of €800 (eight hundred euro) plus VAT.

      
7.     That the Applicant pay the Council's legal fees plus VAT and outlay.

8.    That the Council's Law Agent will draft the necessary legal documents and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in agreements of this nature.

9.    That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained.

10     That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged.

The land being disposed of forms part of the lands acquired from Reps. of Percy Carey (deceased) in 1971 for housing and open space purposes. 

D. McLoughlin

County Manager”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor P. Cosgrave, who informed the Members that the plot of land in question will allow access only to three houses.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn and RESOLVED:

“That the Council disposes of a plot of land measuring 0.015 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 638 Whitechurch Road, Rathfarnham as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/18/12 to Mr. Niall Clarke, the developer of the residential development known as Glenmore Mews, together with a right of way over the area shown shaded in yellow on said Drawing, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer in the foregoing report.”

H8c)/1213
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES – PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 37 LIMEKILN AVENUE, WALKINSTOWN, D.12
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:
“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Louise and David Murphy to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council's Small Builders Scheme. Louise and David Murphy have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property. The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of 
Lease
	Land Acquired
From
	Purchase
 Price

	37 Limekiln Avenue, Walkinstown, 
Dublin 12.
	Louise Murphy  &
David Murphy   
	24/09/1973
	Una O'Callaghan  
	€407.00 


D. McLoughlin 

_____________________

County Manager”  

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Louise and David Murphy to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council's Small Builders Scheme. Louise and David Murphy have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property. The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.
	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land 

Acquired From
	Purchase 

Price

	37 Limekiln 

Avenue, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.
	Louise Murphy

 & 

David Murphy
	24/09/1973
	Una O'Callaghan
	€407.00”


H9/1213
FILLING OF VACANCY ON ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR W. LAVELLE FROM THE SPC (CLLR. M. DUFF)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries, and was CONSIDERED:
The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st November 2013:

The following item was DEFERRED from the September 2013 OP& F meeting:

A vacancy exists on the Environment SPC following Councillor W. Lavelle's resignation from this committee and it is a matter for the Council to nominate a replacement to fill the vacancy. This is now before the Members for their consideration.   

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor W. Lavelle and RESOLVED:
'That Councillor M. Duff be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Environment Strategic Policy Committee arising from the resignation of Councillor W. Lavelle from the SPC.'

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and RESOLVED:

“That Councillor M. Duff be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Environment Strategic Policy Committee arising from the resignation of Councillor W. Lavelle from the SPC.”
H10a)/1213
FILLING OF SECTORAL VACANCIES ON VARIOUS SPC’s - FILLING OF SECTORAL VACANCY ON ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, LIBRARIES & EDUCATION SPC  (MR. RONAN LEYDON)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st November 2013:
'A vacancy exists on the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee following Ms Dympna Quinn's resignation from this committee.  South Dublin Community Forum has nominated Mr. Ronan Leydon to replace Ms Quinn, and it is now before the members to recommend approval to the nomination of Mr. Leydon to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries SPC.'

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

'That Mr. Ronan Leydon be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Libraries & Education Strategic Policy Committee arising from the resignation of Ms D. Quinn from the SPC.'    

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED:

“That Mr. Ronan Leydon be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Libraries & Education Strategic Policy Committee arising from the resignation of Ms D. Quinn from the SPC.”

H10b)/1213
FILLING OF SECTORAL VACANCIES ON VARIOUS SPC’s – FILLING OF SECTORAL VACANCY ON TRANSPORTATION SPC (MS MAIRÉAD FORSYTHE)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st November 2013:
'A vacancy exists on the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee following Mr. Kevin Farrell's resignation from this committee.   The Environmental Pillar has nominated Ms Mairead Forsythe to replace Mr. Farrell, and it is now before the members to recommend approval to the nomination of Ms Forsythe to the Transportation SPC.'

It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor G. O'Connell and RESOLVED:

'That Ms Mairead Forsythe be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee arising from the resignation of Mr. K. Farrell from the SPC. This matter is now before the Council for approval.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED:

“That Ms Mairéad Forsythe be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee arising from the resignation of Mr. K. Farrell from the SPC.”

H11/1213
OVERDRAFT ACCOMODATION FOR 2014

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, and was CONSIDERED:
“The Council approved an overdraft facility of €25m for 2013 to provide for cashflow timing differences and unforeseen circumstances.  It is considered prudent to renew this overdraft facility of €25m for the period 01/01/2014 to 31/12/2014 .   The overdraft facility has not been drawn upon to date in 2013 but is required on occasion to support timing differences between payments and significant recoupment’s.

The overdraft accommodation was considered by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 21st November 2013:

It is recommended that the Council approve, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, the securing of overdraft accommodation to a limit of €25m for the period 01/01/2014 to 31/12/2014.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor M. Devine.

Ms C. Henehan responded to the Member’s query.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy and RESOLVED:

“That the Council approve, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government, the securing of overdraft accommodation to a limit of €25m for the period 01/01/2014 to 31/12/2014.”
H12/1213
RAISING OF LOANS FOR 2014 (HOUSING)

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, and was CONSIDERED:
“The County Council is empowered to borrow from the Housing Finance Agency for the purpose of carrying out its functions under the Housing Acts.
It has been recommended by the Agency that a borrowing resolution should be a general resolution approving the borrowing of funds for housing purposes rather than specific resolutions for individual loan types.

Approval is now being sought for authority to raise loans to a limit of €9,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2014, and including:

· Shared ownership scheme.

· Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.

· House purchase loans.

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council approves the borrowing of funds for housing purposes to a limit of €9,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2014, and including:

Shared ownership scheme.

Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.

House purchase loans.

Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.

Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.

Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”
H13/1213
RAISING OF LOANS FOR 2014 (WASTE MANAGEMENT)

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, and was CONSIDERED:
“Borrowing Approval to fund South Dublin County Council’s contribution to development of Waste to Energy facility under the Dublin Regional Waste Management Plan

EU and National Waste Policy have set the context of objectives and hierarchies for the development and implementation of Dublin Regional Waste Strategies and Plans since the mid nineties. The key policy objective throughout successive Government Policies has been the diversion of waste from landfill and the ultimate replacement of landfill with the higher order treatment processes. Irish Government Policy was refreshed and re-stated in 2012. In line with these policies, this facility will be a key piece of the national waste infrastructure in achieving Ireland's obligations under the Landfill Directive.

The project was first identified as necessary in the Dublin Regional Waste Management Strategy published in January 1998. In the interim period the project has been through procurement processes leading up to the signing of a Public Private Partnership Project Agreement in 2007. All of the required statutory procedures and obligations have been undertaken and completed including processes for Planning Authorisation, Energy Regulation, EPA Waste Regulation, Foreshore Licensing and Compulsory Land Acquisition. The project has also been scrutinised by an Authorised Officer appointed by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and has been examined extensively by the EU Commission and Competition Authorities. Previous Reports presented to the Members set out in detail the history, context and funding arrangements for the project as well as the funding commitment of each of the local authorities.  The need for the facility remains clear in the overall context.

The Council has a clear financial and legal liability as a regional partner under the Dublin Regional Waste Management Plan and under the Project Agreement to cover its share of the costs associated with procurement, planning, contract and assembly of the site and an obligation to Dublin City Council to recoup the amounts incurred on this Council’s behalf as they arise. As with the costs of other waste infrastructure, such as the Arthurstown landfill and Ballymount Baling Station, the Dublin Authorities have agreed that the capital costs of waste infrastructure are to be recouped to the lead authority for each facility through an apportionment of costs in line with population.

Projected costs: 

Previous reports from the City Council detail the Local Authority obligations that remain outstanding and refer to a projected out turn net cost to the Region will be €100m. When the agreed apportionment is applied to this figure the liability for the Region breaks down as follows -

	Local Authority
	Population %
	Projected Contribution €

	Dublin City 
	42.64
	€   42.640m 

	Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown
	16.34
	€   16.340m 

	Fingal County 
	20.22
	€   20.220m 

	South Dublin 
	20.8
	€   20.800m

	 Total
	100
	€ 100m


South Dublin County Council’s liability will therefore come to a total of €20.8m at current projections. 

It is anticipated that once the facility is operational, the entire outlay by the Local Authorities will be recovered and that the facility will ultimately provide an income stream for the Region.

To date, payments in the amount of €16.9 million have been made to Dublin City Council in relation to this Council’s share of the costs associated with procurement, planning, contract and assembly of the site.

It is anticipated that further payments will be made in the coming year as the site assembly process is concluded which will bring a total of approximately €20.8 million.

Approval for borrowing is a reserved function and the approval of the Members of South Dublin County Council is required so that borrowing can be incurred and the Council can meet its contractual obligations.

This approval will be subject to further Ministerial approval.

Approval for borrowing in the sum of €20.8 million is hereby sought.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Hannon, C. King and D. Looney.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, and Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance responded to the Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council approves the borrowing of funds in the sum of €20.8 million to allow the Council to meet its contractual obligations, subject to further Ministerial approval.”

H14/1213
REFURBISHMENT OF DRESSING-ROOM FACILITY AT DRUMFINN AVENUE PARK, BALLYFERMOT, D20

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:
“Refurbishment of dressing-room facility at Drumfinn Avenue Park, Ballyfermot, Dublin 20 for Ballyfermot De La Salle GAA Club - Approval of Declaration in favour of the Minister for Transport Tourism and Sport
The Ballyfermot De La Salle GAA Club has advised the Council that it has been approved by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport for sports capital funding in the sum of €70,000 and top-up funding of €21,000 from the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, towards the cost of refurbishing a dressing room facility in 'The Gaels Field' which is located on lands owned by the Council at Drumfinn Avenue Park, Ballyfermot. The Council has agreed to allow the Club the use of the lands under licence. 

A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council, as registered owner of the property, to complete a Declaration in favour of the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to ensure the continued use of the facility as a sports facility for a period of fifteen years. In the event of it not being used for sporting purposes, all or part of the grant must be repaid.

In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council may approve the granting of any 'financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc' for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include completing a Declaration to accept a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon. 

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

'That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council completes a Declaration for the benefit of the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to ensure the continued use of the dressing room facility at Drumfinn Avenue Park, Ballyfermot, Dublin 20 (property as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. PLS 1746-01) for sports/ recreational purposes only for a period of fifteen years from the date of payment of the grant and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies in the sum of €91,000 or such further sum as may be made available to the facility from state funds from the Sports Capital or RAPID Programmes, on a reducing scale over time'. 

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T. Ridge.

Director of Services Mr. F. Nevin responded to the Member’s query.

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council completes a Declaration for the benefit of the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport to ensure the continued use of the dressing room facility at Drumfinn Avenue Park, Ballyfermot, Dublin 20 (property as shown outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. PLS 1746-01) for sports/ recreational purposes only for a period of fifteen years from the date of payment of the grant and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant monies in the sum of €91,000 or such further sum as may be made available to the facility from state funds from the Sports Capital or RAPID Programmes, on a reducing scale over time.”

CORRESPONDANCE FOR NOTING 


Ministerial

Co1/1213
Letter, dated 07/11/13, from Minister for Environment, Community & Local Government in response to SDCC's motion passed in relation to Shared Fire Services (M2/1013)
Other
Co2/1213
Letter, dated 05/11/13, from Dublin City Council regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to shared fire services (M2/1013)

Ministerial
Co3/1213
Letter, dated 22/11/13, from Minister for Environment regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to Local Property Tax (M1/1113)

Other
Co4/1213
Letter, dated 04/11/13, from Kildare Co. Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the introduction of water charges

Co5/1213
Letter, dated 08/11/13, from South Tipperary Co. Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the trafficking, exploitation and abuse of women and girls for prostitution
Co6/1213
Letter, dated 13/11/13, from Clare Co. Council regarding their motion passed in relation to extending the derogation period to allow adequate time to resolve height restriction of 4.65 metres for vehicles
Co7/1213
Letter, dated 19/11/13, from Macroom Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the draft Local Government Reform bill

Co8/1213
Letter, dated 22/11/13, from Irish Water regarding Irish Water engagement with Local Elected Representatives
Co9/1213
Letter, dated 27/11/13, from Offaly Co. Council regarding their motion passed in relation to Nurse Recruitment
The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
M1/1213 
MAYORS BUSINESS - SHOP LOCAL

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave:
“That this Council calls on local people to support local jobs by shopping with local traders in the run up to Christmas, and asks that this call be publicised on the Council website and via its social networks.”

REPORT:
“This Christmas, South Dublin County Council, as in previous years will run a campaign on the Council's Website, Twitter and Facebook pages asking local people and businesses to 'Think Local'. With effect from Monday 2nd December, the Communications Unit will ask our followers to 'Think Local' and shop in the County's villages and retail centres in the run up to Christmas and the New Year. A poster for each of the villages will be displayed with the 'Think Local' tag line. This initiative aims to create and develop community awareness of the advantages and benefits of supporting local businesses. Think Local asks you as an individual or as a business to make a conscious decision to switch some of your existing spend to local products, services and facilities in South Dublin County.  By switching some of your existing 'spend' to products and services locally in South Dublin County you can ensure that jobs are created and saved locally. Elected members are encouraged to re-post these messages on their own individual social media sites.
Think Local for Christmas 2013!”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Kearns, P. Cosgrave and C. King.
The Motion was PASSED.
M2/1213
VOTER REGISTRATION
 It was proposed Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“To enhance and promote voter registration/participation that this Council, in conjunction with Student Union body, consider a visible registration drive - on campus - at the various third level education facilities within the County”

REPORT: 
“The Draft Register of Electors 2014/15 was recently published following the comprehensive annual review process.

The fieldwork for the annual update of the Register of Electors commenced last June and door-to-door enquires were carried out. Information received at the door was used to compile the Draft Register. If there was no reply at the door an application form for registration was left at the house for completion by householder. 

The Draft Register is also available for checking online at www.checktheregister.ie. It is also circulated to local Post Offices, Libraries and Garda stations in South Dublin's administrative area. Advertisements are placed in the local papers. During the period of 1st November to 25th November members of the public were afforded the opportunity to 

a) check whether or not they are on the draft Register 

b) amend their information 

c) add their details.

The final register will be published on 1st February 2014 and will come into force on 15th February 2014. This register will then be used for any elections/referendums to be held during the period 15th February 2014 to 14th February 2015.

In the event of a referendum/election taking place during the lifetime of the register, a person who finds that they are not on the register may apply for entry to the Supplement to the Register of Electors. To be included in the supplement, you must be:

(a) 18 years of age (up to and including polling day)

(b) ordinarily resident at the address at which you wish to be registered; and

(c) not already registered as an elector (except in the case of a change of address)

In anticipation of the Referendums held on 4th October last, the fieldworkers were instructed to inform the householder, during their door-to-door enquiries, about the preparation of the Supplement and the necessity to apply for inclusion if not already registered. Each fieldworker carried a supply of supplement application forms (RFA2/3) to facilitate the elector. If there was no reply at the door a note of information regarding the supplement was left at the house together with the RFA form for next year's register. 

The objective in compiling the Register of Electors is to ensure that all eligible voters are given an opportunity to participate in the democratic process and a high quality Register of Electors is essential to the successful operation of the electoral system. 

It must be noted that the responsibility for ensuring the right to vote rests with the individual citizen but every opportunity is given during the compilation of the Register and the Supplement before a poll to ensure that potential voters have an opportunity to check that they are on the Register.

If the Members agree the motion, in addition to the above contact will be made with relevant student representative bodies in the County's Institutions to examine ways of encouraging the student body within the County to register to vote.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. King and D. Looney.

Councillor King proposed an amendment as follows, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:

“To enhance and promote voter registration/participation that this Council, in conjunction with Student Union body, consider a visible registration drive - on campus - at the various third level education facilities and to include community centres within the County”

The motion as amended was PASSED.
M3/1213
BITCOIN
It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:
“That this council supports accepting / payments using the new digital currency – Bitcoin”

REPORT:
“The bitcoin is not a regulated currency and is not therefore subject to key financial controls that are intended to protect users of a national currency from fraud or devaluation.  Virtual currencies such as the bitcoin are a new aspect of the financial market and until they are more closely regulated and policed carry a higher risk of being used for illegal purposes.  

The value of bitcoins has been subject to significant fluctuation in recent months so the financial risks associated with accepting payments in bitcoins is a concern.  On the 1st of January 2013 the value of one bitcoin was $13.38 and this had escalated to $1,048.93 by 1st of December 2013.  The national and international monetary controls which impede devaluation do not apply to this currency at present.  It is not recommended therefore that the council accepts bitcoins from third parties until the Central Bank acknowledges the currency as a secure and financially reliable means of transacting cash.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Bond and G. O’Connell.

Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, responded to the Members queries.

Councillor Gilligan stated that his intention in putting forward the motion was to put a marker down, and he was happy to have the report noted.

The report was NOTED.

M4/1213         
PLEBSCITE PALMERSTON VILLAGE

It was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
“Given that the residents of 'Palmerstown Village' are deeply concerned that their Historic and Heritage Village has been misnamed 'Palmerston Village' instead of 'Palmerstown Village' (possibly named from the townland of 'Palmerston' instead of from the Irish name of Baile Phamar), and that current M50, N4 and 148 signage is directing people to a town land (Palmerston) that no longer has relevance in an Urban environment; that search engines such as Google currently directs customers who Google 'Palmerstown' to Palmerstown Village and environs, while customers who Google 'Palmerston' are quite rightly directed to Palmerston Rathmines but not to the Village of Palmerstown in this County; therefore, before the name 'Palmerston' becomes popular outside its current narrow confines (i.e. this County), the members of this Council strongly recommends and herby resolves: (1) that a plebiscite be held to change the name of Palmerston Village to Palmerstown Village involving all of the electors and ratepayers north of the 148 incorporating the Village area of Palmerstown, i.e. lower Kennelsfort Road, the Old Lucan Road, Mill Lane, Waterstown Avenue, Robin Villas, Riversdale Estate, Riverside Estate, Riverview Estate and Hollyville Estate including all industrial premises on both Old Lucan Road and Mill Lane as well as Stewarts Hospital; (2) that management provide to this Council an accurate costing for (2.1) the estimated cost of holding of the plebiscite (2.2) the location of signage that will have to be changed should the plebiscite successfully revert the name of Palmerton Village back to Palmerstown Village (2.3) the estimated cost of this work (2.4) that provision be made in the 2014 Budget for the holding of the plebiscite and adjustment of current signage and for any consequential budget adjustment for 2014 be also included and (2.5) that the plebiscite be conducted as early as possible in 2014.” 

REPORT:
“As detailed in a series of reports commencing with the report to Lucan Area Committee meeting on May 22nd 2012 http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=36377 the statutory procedure to change the official name of a street, place or locality is set out in the Local Government Act, 1946, the Local Government (Changing of Placenames) Regulations 1956, as amended by 

blocked::http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1994/en/act/pub/0008/sec0067.html" 
Sec. 67 LG Act 1994
. Changes to the name can only be done by way of conducting a plebiscite of the qualified electors in the area and the consent of the majority of qualified electors is required for any change to be made by resolution of the Council.

The stages in the process are as follows:

1. A request is received to have a name changed by plebiscite 

2. The request goes to Council for approval for a plebiscite of qualified electors 

3. A draft list of qualified electors (Electoral Roll) is prepared by the Returning Officer. The names on the roll shall be numbered consecutively 

4. An advertisement is placed in local papers stating details of proposed name change, and stating where the draft list of qualified electors can be viewed 

5. Any objections to the list of qualified electors must be lodged within a 3 week period. 

6. The final list of qualified electors (Electoral Roll) is formally adopted by Council 

7. Once adopted the plebiscite is initiated. 

8. Ballot papers are sent by ordinary post to every person whose name is on the electoral roll along with a prepaid postage envelope addressed to the returning officer for return of ballot paper. 

9. Ballot papers must be signed in the presence of the witness who must also sign the form 

10. Counting of papers takes place and result of Ballot determined – the majority of qualified electors must be in favour of the change 

11. Decision is informed to Council. In accordance with Section 79 of the Local Government Act 1946 (as amended) the Council may change the name of the locality. This is a reserved function of the Council. 

A plebiscite of qualified electors in relation to a change of name from Palmerston to Palmerstown was carried out in May 2009 where 7037 ballot papers were issued. As the majority of the qualified electors did not vote in favour of the proposed change, despite considerable efforts being made, it was not possible to change the official name of Palmerston.

The costs involved in conducting that plebiscite included 

· Advertising in local papers, 

· Printing costs (ballot papers, return envelopes), 

· Postage cost to both issue and return documentation 

· Map production and circulation of same 

· Miscellaneous other costs

A conservative estimate of the total costs for these elements of work came to €9,000 approximately. A further nominal sum in respect of the cost of administration and for staff costs amounting to €4,000 approximately was also included, giving an approximate total cost = €13,000. This cost excluded the cost of the actual replacement of the signage, which will also be required should the plebiscite be undertaken and carried. Signage at some 14 locations on the M50 motorway and the N4 National Primary would require replacement and it had been estimated that this would cost an additional €60,000. Therefore the total estimated cost previously indicated to give effect to a successful plebiscite is €73,000.

It is noted that the motion now being proposed eliminates almost 6,500 electors from the proposed plebiscite. Based on a reduced electorate of some 560 electors, the costs involved have been calculated to be reduced to approximately €68,000. However this reduction must be tempered with the likelihood that the signage replacement works would have potentially significant additional Health and Safety costs (provision has not been made for night time working, complete road closures nor associated traffic management costs).

While the Budget 2014 figures have not been presented nor considered by the Members, no provision has been included in the Draft Budget for any of the costs associated with the plebiscite proposed in this motion. It is a matter for the Members to consider the adjustments necessary to the Draft Budget to accommodate this proposal.

Having regard to all the circumstances and the fact that a plebiscite has already been held within the lifetime of this Council and the financial demands which are being placed upon this Council, it cannot be recommended that the motion be passed.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, C. King, E. Tuffy, E. Ó Broin, E. Walsh, B. Bonner, P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart, T. Ridge and D. Looney.

Councillor J. Lahart proposed an amendment to the motion as follows, seconded by Councillor E. Ó Broin:

“Given that the residents of 'Palmerstown Village' are deeply concerned that their Historic and Heritage Village has been misnamed 'Palmerston Village' instead of 'Palmerstown Village' (possibly named from the townland of 'Palmerston' instead of from the Irish name of Baile Phamar), and that current M50, N4 and 148 signage is directing people to a town land (Palmerston) that no longer has relevance in an Urban environment; that search engines such as Google currently directs customers who Google 'Palmerstown' to Palmerstown Village and environs, while customers who Google 'Palmerston' are quite rightly directed to Palmerston Rathmines but not to the Village of Palmerstown in this County; therefore, before the name 'Palmerston' becomes popular outside its current narrow confines (i.e. this County), the members of this Council strongly recommends and herby resolves: (1) that a plebiscite be held to change the name of Palmerston Village to Palmerstown Village involving all of the electors and ratepayers north of the 148 incorporating the Village area of Palmerstown, i.e. lower Kennelsfort Road, the Old Lucan Road, Mill Lane, Waterstown Avenue, Robin Villas, Riversdale Estate, Riverside Estate, Riverview Estate and Hollyville Estate including all industrial premises on both Old Lucan Road and Mill Lane as well as Stewarts Hospital; (2) that management provide to this Council an accurate costing for (2.1) the estimated cost of holding of the plebiscite (2.2) the location of signage that will have to be changed should the plebiscite successfully revert the name of Palmerton Village back to Palmerstown Village (2.3) the estimated cost of this work (2.4) that provision be made in the 2014 Budget for the holding of the plebiscite and (2.5) that the plebiscite be conducted as early as possible in 2014.”

Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries and Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services responded to the Members queries. 

The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, then put the amended motion to a roll call vote the result of which was as follows:

FOR: 


TEN  (10)
AGAINST:

SEVEN  (7)
ABSTAINED:
SIX  (6)

FOR:  Councillors C. Bond, B. Bonner, M. Devine, J. Hannon, J. Lahart, W. Lavelle, E. Ó Broin, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy.

AGAINST:  Councillors C. Brophy, E. Coburn, P. Cosgrave, P. Kearns, C. King, D. Looney, E. Walsh.

ABSTAIN:  Councillors T. Delaney, A-M. Dermody, M. Duff, T. Gilligan, G. Kenny, B. Lawlor.

The motion as amended was PASSED.
M5/1213
The following motion in the name of Councillor M. Corr was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:
“That this Council requires the Minister for Education to abandon plans to charge apprentices a pro-rata student contribution from 2014”

M6/1213
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That noting the Report under Headed Item No.5 at the meeting of the Sports, Recreation and Parks SPC of 10th February 2010 on the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, including the statement that "the remaining elements of the Water Leisure Strategy are the completion of the Swimming Pool Facility in Lucan and the investigation of a joint venture /partnership for the Terenure /Rathfarnham area", this Council confirms its commitment to achieve the complete implementation of its Water Leisure Strategy, and requests the Manager to submit a new application to Government for funding for a Swimming Pool in Lucan, based on previously prepared project plans for a pool to be located adjacent to the Lucan Sports and Leisure Centre, and to develop a proposal, as provided for in the Water Leisure Strategy, for a facility in the Terenure /Rathfarnham area”

REPORT:
“The Council's original Water Leisure Strategy was adopted by the Council in March 2000. This Strategy was based on a Consultancy report carried out by Price Waterhouse Coopers who were engaged by the Council for the purpose. 

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed. This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December Meeting. 

The review was carried out in – house and the main approach adopted was to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-assess remaining key recommendations.

The completed review was presented to the members of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks at its Meeting held on the 24th May 2006. One of the recommendations of the Review is the proposal to provide a Public Swimming Pool facility in Lucan on the site identified in the Council's Development Plan. 

The SPC recommended that the Review, which had been circulated to all Council Members be presented to the next meeting of the Council for adoption. The review was presented to the Council on the 12th June 2006 and was adopted. 

The remaining elements of the Water Leisure Strategy  are the completion of swimming pool facilities in Lucan and investigation of a joint venture / partnership for Terenure/Rathfarnham area.

Concept plans for Lucan swimming pool were prepared some time ago but this project has  most recent estimate provided by the County Architect was €10.8m which took account of more competitive pricing due to the major downturn in the Construction Sector.

A report on the 3 Year Rolling Capital Program 2014-2016 was presented at the November 2013 OP&F Meeting and is on the agenda of today's Council Meeting HI 14 refers. As the full funding has not been identified no progress is projected in the medium term and it is not possible to give a timeframe for completion.

The 3 Year Rolling Capital Program is subject to annual review and report to the full Council.

The Government Swimming Pool Grant Scheme administered by The Department of Transport Tourism and Sports has been closed for a considerable period and the Council has no indication that the Government is re-opening same. Grant assistance has been an integral part of the financing of the completed elements of the Water Leisure Strategy. Revenue from Development Contribution receipts has significantly declined and is not expected to recover in the short to medium term. If the Government re-opened the Grant Scheme, the Council would still have a major difficulty in funding the balance. There would have to be certainty regarding the total funding of the project to support the submission of a grant application. Consideration would also have to be given to the consequential implications for the revenue budget resulting from the provision of such a facility. In this regard the financial and operational challenges faced by the Council/South Dublin County Leisure Services in managing/maintaining the exiting water leisure facilities was reported to the Corporate Policy Group at its meeting on 11th November 2013   http://intranet/cmas/documentsview.aspx?id=41494
Likewise the provision of a water leisure facility on terms of identifying a suitable site  and working towards the development of a joint venture proposal in Terenure/Rathfarnham area has not progressed having regard to the constraints as outlined in this report.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy and G. O’Connell.   Councillor Tuffy stated that he was happy to have the report noted at this time, and he requested that the Manager meet with the Lucan Area Committee to discuss the matter further.
The report was NOTED.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

The Mayor Councillor D. Looney then advised of the following two (2) Suspensory Motions:-

SM1/1213
Suspensory Motion No. 1 was submitted by Councillors D. Looney, B. Bonner, E. Tuffy, M. Duff, P. Kearns, C. Bond, P. Cosgrave, C. King, E. Ó Broin, M. Devine, G. O’Connell and W. Lavelle, was considered and PASSED by the Meeting in accordance with Standing Order No. 74:

“This Council:

- Regrets the decision by management at Marks and Spencer to; close the workers pension scheme without agreement with their employees; eliminate the workers Christmas bonus; reduce public holiday and Sunday rates of pay; make a number Section Managers redundant.

- Expresses solidarity with the Marks & Spencer workers.

- Supports the workers efforts to defend decent pay, pensions and working conditions.

- Calls on the Management of Marks & Spencer to engage with the workers trade union representatives in Mandate and Siptu to resolve these matters by agreement.”
SM2/1213
Suspensory Motion No. 2 was submitted by Councillors E. Walsh, D. Looney, C. Brophy, J. Lahart, C. King, E. Tuffy, J. Hannon, T. Gilligan, P. Kearns, B. Bonner, M. Duff, E. Ó Broin, G. Kenny, T. Ridge, G. O’Connell, C. Bond, W. Lavelle, was considered and PASSED by the Meeting in accordance with Standing Order No. 74:

“Measann comhaltaí na Comhairle seo ag féachaint ar thábhacht na Gaeilge i gcultúr na hÉireann agus ar chearta shaoránaigh chun í a úsáid ar fud na hÉireann, ó theas agus ó thuaidh, lasmuigh agus laistigh na Gaeltachta, agus go háirithe sa Chontae seo:

(a) gur cúis aiféala é go bhfuil an Coimisinéir Teanga Seán Ó Cuirreáin chun éirí as oifig de bharr na himthosca a léirigh sé ina ráiteas an tseachtain seo caite a bhaineann le cur i bhfeidhm “Straitéis 20 Bliain”, a laghad Gaeilge atá sa chóras riaracháin agus an easpa dul chun cinn atá déanta go fóill, dar leis, ar na spriocanna go léir a d’aontaigh gach páirtí in Oireachtas Éireann go gcuirfí i gcrích.

(b) gur chóir go gcinnteoidh an Rialtas neamhspleáchas an Choimisinéara agus nár chóir é a nascadh le hOifig an Ombudsman.

(c) agus sinn ag druidim i dtreo cheiliúradh céad bliain éirí amach 1916 agus ag meabhrú ar ghluaiseacht na hathbheochana teanga a spreag gluaiseacht na saoirse, go n‑impíonn comhaltaí na Comhairle ar an Taoiseach agus ar an Rialtas seo go dtiomnóidh siad go dtabharfaidh siad aitheantas agus aird ar mholtaí an Choimisinéara Teanga, feasta.

The members of this council having regard to the importance of the Irish language in the culture of Ireland and the rights citizens to use it throughout Ireland, north or south, inside and outside the Gaeltacht consider: 

a) that it is with regret that the Coimisinéir Teanga (language commissioner), Seán Ó Cuirreáin, is resigning due to the circumstances as outlined by him in his statement last week in connection with the implementation of the ‘20 year strategy’, the lack of the use of the Irish language in the administrative system of the state and the lack of progress to date, in his opinion, on the objectives that every party in the Oireachtas agreed previously would be implemented.

b) that the Government should ensure the independence of the Coimisinéir and that it not be merged with the Ombudsman’s Office.

c) that as we approach the 100th anniversary of the 1916 Rising and reflecting on the language revival movement that inspired the freedom movement, that the members of this Council asks that the Taoiseach and the Government will respect and recognise the recommendations of the Coimisinéir Teanga, henceforth.”

It was AGREED to forward the terms of Suspensory Motion No. 2 to the Taoiseach, the Tánaiste and the Minister for Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht Affairs.

M7/1213
HOUSING MATTERS

 It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and MOVED WITHOUT DEBATE:
“That this Council calls on the Manager to re-establish the former sub Committee of the Council dealing with Housing matters in the very short term to deal with recent changes to the manner in which RAS and ASH applicants and tenants are dealt with in terms of their obligation to source alternative accommodation if their current accommodation to not conform with RAS or ASH standards taking into account that this can manifest itself in the form of applicants having to source in excess of over €1,000 to change address as a result of ultimatums set upon them by the RAS and ASH sections as is interpreted in the current correspondence being sent to applicants. That this Committee also deal with the lack of information provided to Cllrs in terms of what might seem like small changes to schemes but that have significant impact on information being provided by Cllrs to their Constituents such as the recent change that RAS applicants are now eligible to apply for housing through CBL which was not relayed to Councillors. That this sub Committee of the Full Council be reconvened as a matter of urgency”

REPORT:
“It was agreed at the November 2013 Housing SPC to reconvene the sub committee for informal discussions on housing issues and this will be held on Friday 13th December 2013 at 3pm. This is open to all members if they wish to attend.

In terms of the RAS and ASH schemes, private residential letting / leasing opportunities are available to the Council under Leasing and Availability Agreements for the provision of social housing to meet the assessed accommodation  needs of applicants on the housing list. All allocations of social housing is in accordance with the Council's Allocations Scheme 2011. 

Leasing Agreements  are  for property owners who want long-term guaranteed income, but do not want to be responsible for the day-to-day requirements of managing tenants and maintaining a residential property.

Availability Agreement is a way of providing social housing where the owner becomes the landlord to the tenant allocated by the local authority and is responsible for all management and maintenance issues except rent collection.

Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) is an initiative to cater for the accommodation needs of persons in receipt of rent supplement payments from the Department of Social Protectin, normally for more than 18 months and who are assessed as having a long-term social housing need. 

Applicant Sourced Homes (ASH) is an initiative whereby housing applicants are invited to source homes of their choice, suited to their needs, in an area of their choice within South Dublin County Council area and the Council then leasees it and pays the lease rent on behalf of the tenant for up to 20 years, subject to the Council coming to an agreement with the house/ apartment owner.   

By way of explanation on how the schemes work for applicants: 

Every fortnight the Housing Dept. runs a report which extracts details of housing applicants in order of their placement on the housing list and of their assessed housing need.     This list is then matched against records available to the Council which indicates which applicants are RAS eligible (i.e. in receipt of RS for more that 18 months) and others ASH eligible.      

Applicants in private rented accommodation in a property that meets their assessed housing needs, and who would like to remain in that accommodation, are advised to ask the landlord to establish if he/she would consider engaging with the Council to make the property available under a leasing or availability agreement.  Subject to a number of conditions which include property meeting required standards, valid tax clearance etc the property can be procured by the Council with the existing tenant as an incumbent.

However when / if the private accommodation occupied by the applicants is excessive  or in some isolated cases moderate to or below the assessed housing need, the Council must request the applicant to source an alternative property.   A Housing Authority must have due regard for housing need as opposed to housing desire  and over / under provision of social accommodation cannot be facilitated, notwithstanding that there may well be implications for the applicant, and indeed in some cases the landlord. 

The Fixed R A S transfer list of approximately 300 applicants  has been in existence since  December 2011. There has been some movement in progressing applicants from R A S tenure to Council tenure in this period . However in order to facilitate a more transparent and workable method of facilitating these applicants specific desire to access a Council tenancy in areas of their choice , access to the C B L system was provided on 23rd  October 2013.  This was as the alternative to the Allocations Section  trawling through several lists e.g. North of the Naas Road / South of the Naas Road , 1 bedroom units 2 bedroom units etc. Should the applicant on the fixed transfer list not accept the Allocations Section offer they would be removed from this list . 

It was anticipated that this additional facility for applicants would be presented to the November S P C and thereby inform the members, however  progress on the adaption of the C B L system to facilitate the fixed transfer list became available earlier than anticipated and became live prior to the S P C  meeting.”
M8/1213
PUBLIC TRANSPORT ACCESSIBILITY LEVEL
 It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:
“That this Council welcomes the commitment to update the previous 2010 Transport Accessibility Study to reflect Dublin Bus Network Direct and other changes such as the increased frequency of service on the Kildare Railway Line; but further requests that this study would also factor in (and score) both public transport journey times to key destinations/hubs and the availability of direct public transport routes to areas identified as key trip destinations  for each origin area using data such as CSO POWCAR; so as to provide a more-rounded snapshot of public transport accessibility, convenience and attractiveness in our County”
REPORT:
“The 2010 Public Transport Accessibility Level (PTAL) study is a spatial accessibility assessment tool intended to provide a generalised three-tier snapshot of public transport accessibility throughout South Dublin County at a particular point in time.  It was prepared as one of a number of assessment criteria to assist Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) monitoring in relation to land use planning, which is ongoing.  Frequencies of public transport service and routes can and will change over time and accordingly, the PTAL study can be updated to reflect changes in level of service and routing.  The introduction of factors such as journey times for a variety of origins/destinations and the relative attractiveness of modes requires a more complex multi-modal transport modelling approach, however.  This type of more detailed assessment is generally undertaken for a specific purpose such as a major transport project or land use plan, based on known and projected inputs at a particular point in time.  For example, in the recent case of the proposed amendments to the Adamstown Planning Scheme, this was undertaken on behalf of the Council by the National Transport Authority, as the agency responsible for both maintaining a transport model and overseeing the planning of public transport services for the County and Region.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, C. Bond, E. Walsh, D. Looney and W. Lavelle.
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, responded to the Members queries, and confirmed that the issues relating to quality and quantity of public transport raised during the debate are the subject of ongoing discussions with the NTA and Dublin Bus. He also indicated that the Managers report in respect of the review of the Adamstown SDZ, incorporating transport issues, will be listed for consideration by the elected members at the January Council meeting.

M9/1213
WATER & SANITATION 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Council endorses the principle of the right to water and sanitation as a fundamental core value within Irish society and that this should be reflected as a central pillar in local and national water policy. This Council believes that all people to enjoy this right and we oppose any attempt to privatize the provision of water and sanitation services. This Council supports the principle and practice that water and sanitation should remain publicly owned, democratically run and that all in the sector are fully accountable”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister of the Environment, Community and Local Government, Mr. Phil Hogan T.D.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Devine, C. King, C. Brophy, P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart, P. Kearns, C. Bond, D. Looney and E. Ó Broin.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services, responded to the Members queries.

The Mayor put the motion to the floor for a show of hands vote. The result was as follows:

FOR

NINE (9) 
AGAINST
SEVEN (7)
ABSTAIN
ONE (1)

M10/1213      ASHTOWN POUND
As Councillor T. Gilligan was not in the Chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:
“That the Manager present a report outlining how many dogs were taken in for the first 2 months (broken down each month) of operations with Ashtown and how many were reclaimed, rehomed, how many went to rescue, how many PTS, how many restricted breeds were taken in; and that this report be presented to Council on a quarterly basis.”

M11/1213       
HOMELESSNESS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:

“This Council notes:

the increasing levels of rough sleeping in Dublin 

the increase demand for homeless services across the County 

the dramatic reductions in central government spending on social housing 

the urgent need for increased provision of social housing to tackle the housing and homeless crises
This Council agrees:

to press Central government for additional capital funding for social housing in 2014 

to explore the establishment of an arms length housing association for the purposes of accessing Housing Finance Agency and/or European Investment Bank funding for social housing.”

REPORT:
“The Dublin Region Homeless Executive (DRHE) has responsibility for the co-ordination and manages funding of homeless services across the Dublin region as lead authority on behalf of the four Dublin Local Authorities. South Dublin County Council is represented is represented on the Homeless Consultative Forum and and the Statutory Management Committee by the Director for Housing Social and Community Development. The matter of funding for the Dublin Region Homeless Services is discussed at regular stages with the officials of the Department of the Environment Community and Local Government as is the concern in relation to meeting the Housing supply in the Dublin Region. 

The Vision of the Homeless Action Plan for the region is to " ----- end the need for long term homelessness and the need to sleep rough --- "

Also Pathway to Home model of integrated services is Ireland's earliest example of a housing-led approach. Since its adoption in Dublin in 2009, the implementation of the model has required an emphasis on the provision of timely exits from the experience of homelessness by reducing the duration of residence in temporary emergency accommodation and prioritising move-on to independent living with support as required and within a time-limited period (of up to 6 months). 

Importantly, the Pathway to Home model places a key emphasis on: 

? Preventing homelessness in the first instance 

? Responding effectively to the experience of homelessness through a holistic assessment of need following contact with services and placement into emergency accommodation 

? Ensuring a care and case management approach accompanies a person's move on to independent living with supports as required in either mainstream rental housing or to specialized supported housing. 

If the Motion is passed it will be forwarded to the Minster for the Environment Community and Local Government.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin, C. King, J. Lahart, M. Devine, C. Brophy - who stated that as a Director of the Housing Finance Agency he could not support the motion - G. O’Connell, M. Duff and D. Looney.

Councillor Ó Broin proposed to amend the motion as follows;  the proposal was seconded by Councillor Brophy:

“This Council notes:

the increasing levels of rough sleeping in Dublin 

the increase demand for homeless services across the County 

the dramatic reductions in central government spending on social housing 

the urgent need for increased provision of social housing to tackle the housing and homeless crises
This Council agrees:

to press Central government for additional capital funding for social housing in 2014 

to explore the establishment of an arms length housing association for the purposes of accessing Housing Finance Agency and/or European Investment Bank funding for social housing and to ask the SPC to debate the matter.”
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Community responded to the Members queries and agreed to put on agenda for the Housing and Social Strategic Policy Committee to debate the matter.

The motion as amended was AGREED. 

M12/1213      GIRLS IN FOOTBALL
The following motion in the name of Councillor M. Corr was MOVED AND RE-ENTERED:
“That the Manager develops a programme in conjunction with our FAI Development officers that focuses on girls only schools within the county in order to increase the participation of girls in football and to celebrate the new home of Ireland's Senior Women's team in Tallaght Stadium.”
M13/1213     
NOISE
It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor D Looney:

“That this Council requests the Manager to present a detailed report, for discussion, on the potential of providing noise mitigation measures in residential areas subject to excessive noise pollution as a result of proximity to adjoining mains roads, as identified in the noise mapping carried out as part of the Greater Dublin Agglomeration Noise Plan”

REPORT:
“The Noise Action Plan for the Dublin Agglomeration (Dec 2013 to Nov 2018)  has been published under the auspices of the EPA by the Dublin Local Authorities. The plan implements the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 and sets out the approach to meeting the requirements of the EU Directive 2002/49/EC relating to the assessment and Management of environmental noise.

The key objective of the plan is to avoid, prevent and reduce, where necessary, on a prioritised basis the harmful effects, including annoyance, due to long term exposure to environmental noise from road traffic, rail and aircraft. This will be achieved by taking a strategic approach to managing environmental noise and undertaking a balanced approach in the context of sustainable development.

The plan is formally in place from 1st December 2013 and forms part of the national Noise Action Planning framework put in place by the EPA which is Ireland's response to obligations under European Directive.. The key statistics for South Dublin are found in section 5.7.2  which shows an overall reduction in undesirable noise levels throughout the region since 2008. In implementing the plan it will be necessary to identify the type of mitigation required/possible at particular locations and to develop a priority list for implementation over the lifetime of the Plan and to identify resources. 

There are a wide range of potential noise mitigation measures, some of which may act at a national or regional level, others which may be purely localised. Likewise there are a number of levels of authority which may be capable of making actions. A non-exhaustive list of measures includes the following:

•          Vehicle noise emissions and tyre noise regulations would be set at EU level.

•          National planning guidance or noise regulations would be set at national level.

•          Transport policy objectives may be set at regional level;

        
  > Improved public transport;

          
  > Getting people out of cars; and

        
  > Increasing bus, train, bicycle journeys.

•          At Local Authority level there are powers to act as follows:

            > Replace diesel vehicles with Compressed natural gas / electric;

            > Truck routes;

            > Night time delivery restrictions or limits;

            > Planning permissions;

            > Road closures / traffic routing;

•          Roads Authorities could undertake the following:

          
  > Traffic management – routes and HGV's;

          
  > New road construction (bypass);

            
  > Re-surface roads;

          
  > Vehicle speed management;

           
  > Noise screening measures; and

              > Façade insulation measures.

In addition the plan sets out the following overarching measures to be introduced in the coming years which seek to mitigate environmental noise.

a)        Sustainable travel infrastructure projects and traffic management schemes that promote access by all sustainable travel modes.

b)        Continued promotion and development of sustainable travel modes in conjunction with transport providers and local communities.

c)         Introduction of Local Transport Plans, where appropriate, in line with the draft Transport Strategy for Greater Dublin Area.

d)        Facilitate the introduction of Electric charge points in conjunction with the relevant government departments and through the Planning Process.

e)        Facilitate the introduction of car share clubs.

f)         Adopting best practice / guideline documents and policy in Transportation Planning, e.g. Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets 2013, Cycle Design Manual 2012 

g)        Reducing excessive driving speeds through the provision of appropriate traffic calming measures and changing of speed limits though bye-laws in line with Government guidelines. Noise levels shall be taken into account in the prioritisation / assessment of future Traffic Calming Schemes.

h)        Promote the use of low-noise road surfaces where appropriate. For new roads schemes, low noise surfaces will be considered as part of the overall design and in keeping with current design guidelines.

i)         Use Roadside Noise Barriers for new road construction projects and schemes in the context of the NRA Guidelines for the Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes. Noise barriers may not be appropriate on roads where there are high numbers of pedestrians crossing.

j)         In conjunction with the National Road Authority, review key national roads where noise issues have been identified arising from the noise mapping.” 

The report was NOTED.

The Meeting concluded at 6.30 pm.
Signed: __________________________


Mayor

Date:_____________________________
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