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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, December 09, 2013

MOTION NO. 13

MOTION: Councillor W. Lavelle
That this Council requests the Manager to present a detailed report, for discussion, on the potential of providing noise mitigation measures in residential areas subject to excessive noise pollution as a result of proximity to adjoining mains roads, as identified in the noise mapping carried out as part of the Greater Dublin Agglomeration Noise Plan  

REPORT:
The Noise Action Plan for the Dublin Agglomeration (Dec 2013 to Nov 2018)  has been published under the auspices of the EPA by the Dublin Local Authorities. The plan implements the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 and sets out the approach to meeting the requirements of the EU Directive 2002/49/EC relating to the assessment and Management of environmental noise.

The key objective of the plan is to avoid, prevent and reduce, where necessary, on a prioritised basis the harmful effects, including annoyance, due to long term exposure to environmental noise from road traffic, rail and aircraft. This will be achieved by taking a strategic approach to managing environmental noise and undertaking a balanced approach in the context of sustainable development.

The plan is formally in place from 1st December 2013 and forms part of the national Noise Action Planning framework put in place by the EPA which is Ireland's response to obligations under European Directive.. The key statistics for South Dublin are found in section 5.7.2  which shows an overall reduction in undesirable noise levels throughout the region since 2008. In implementing the plan it will be necessary to identify the type of mitigation required/possible at particular locations and to develop a priority list for implementation over the lifetime of the Plan and to identify resources. 

There are a wide range of potential noise mitigation measures, some of which may act at a national or regional level, others which may be purely localised. Likewise there are a number of levels of authority which may be capable of making actions. A non-exhaustive list of measures includes the following:

•          Vehicle noise emissions and tyre noise regulations would be set at EU level.

•          National planning guidance or noise regulations would be set at national level.

•          Transport policy objectives may be set at regional level;

            > Improved public transport;

            > Getting people out of cars; and

            > Increasing bus, train, bicycle journeys.

•          At Local Authority level there are powers to act as follows:

            > Replace diesel vehicles with Compressed natural gas / electric;

            > Truck routes;

            > Night time delivery restrictions or limits;

            > Planning permissions;

            > Road closures / traffic routing;

•          Roads Authorities could undertake the following:

            > Traffic management – routes and HGV's;

            > New road construction (bypass);

            > Re-surface roads;

            > Vehicle speed management;

            > Noise screening measures; and

            > Façade insulation measures.

In addition the plan sets out the following overarching measures to be introduced in the coming years which seek to mitigate environmental noise.

a)        Sustainable travel infrastructure projects and traffic management schemes that promote access by all sustainable travel modes.

b)        Continued promotion and development of sustainable travel modes in conjunction with transport providers and local communities.

c)         Introduction of Local Transport Plans, where appropriate, in line with the draft Transport Strategy for Greater Dublin Area.

d)        Facilitate the introduction of Electric charge points in conjunction with the relevant government departments and through the Planning Process.

e)        Facilitate the introduction of car share clubs.

f)         Adopting best practice / guideline documents and policy in Transportation Planning, e.g. Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets 2013, Cycle Design Manual 2012 

g)        Reducing excessive driving speeds through the provision of appropriate traffic calming measures and changing of speed limits though bye-laws in line with Government guidelines. Noise levels shall be taken into account in the prioritisation / assessment of future Traffic Calming Schemes.

h)        Promote the use of low-noise road surfaces where appropriate. For new roads schemes, low noise surfaces will be considered as part of the overall design and in keeping with current design guidelines.

i)         Use Roadside Noise Barriers for new road construction projects and schemes in the context of the NRA Guidelines for the Treatment of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes. Noise barriers may not be appropriate on roads where there are high numbers of pedestrians crossing.

j)         In conjunction with the National Road Authority, review key national roads where noise issues have been identified arising from the noise mapping. 
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