COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 11th November 2013


PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Higgins, E.

	Bonner, B.
	Kearns, P.

	Brophy, C.
	Kenny, G.

	Coburn, E.
	King, C.

	Corr, M.
	Lahart, J.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lavelle, W.

	Delaney, T.
	Looney, D.

	Dermody, A-M.
	Ó Broin, E.

	Devine, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Duff, M.
	Ridge, T.

	Gilligan, T.
	Tuffy, E.

	Hannon, J.
	Walsh, E.

	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	D. McLoughlin 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, B. Coman, 
F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan, E. Conroy

	Senior Executive Officers
	E. O’Gorman, M. Maguire, W. Sheils,  H. Hogan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Planner
	C. Ryan

	Administrative Officers
	T. O’Neill, E. Leech

	Sports & Recreational Officers
	A. Silke, P. Swayne

	A/ Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	A/ Assistant Staff Officer
	S. Fogarty

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	S. Hunt


The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, presided.
H1/1113
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 14th October 2013 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King.
H2a)/1113
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 8th OCTOBER 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H2b)/1113   
REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 16th OCTOBER 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
“Application for grants under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organizations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-“

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received


	Amount

	Agf799
	Knockmitten Youth 
Action Project – Clondalkin Skater 
group
	Contribution towards
cost of engaging 
filmmaker to work with Clondalkin Skater group
	27.8.2013
	€200


It was proposed by Councillor B. Bonner and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the forgoing report.”  

 

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Duff and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee – 16th October 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2c)/1113 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 21st OCTOBER 2013 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants
Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council's Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2191
	Kingswood Community &
 Leisure Centre Ltd.,
	Major Equipment Grant 
	16/09/13
	€1,000


It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff and seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grant recommended in the foregoing report.”

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & Tallaght Area Committee (2) - 21st October 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H2d)/1113 
REPORT OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE - 22nd OCTOBER 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES (1 REPORT - PALMERSTON / PALMERSTOWN PLEBISCITE), COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate Services, Human Resources and Libraries, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented to the Lucan Area Committee Meeting of 22nd October 2013.

Arising from a discussion on the matter it was proposed by Councillor G. O'Connell and AGREED that a recommendation to hold a plebiscite for Palmerston Village go forward to the full Council for its consideration.

MEETING OF LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE
Tuesday, October 22, 2013

MOTION NO. 1

MOTION: Councillor G. O'Connell

Cathaoirleach Business 

"That preparations be made for the holding of a plebiscite to have the correct name restored to Palmerstown Village and that a time frame and strategy be brought to this LAC for consideration."

REPORT:

“As previously discussed at the June ACM the costs associated with holding a plebiscite are considerable and no budgetary provision has been made for such a plebiscite.  Advice is still awaited from the Law Department on the areas that can or cannot be excluded from a potential plebiscite for the area.  It is therefore premature to prepare for the holding of a plebiscite.

Once the advice has been received a report will be brought to the ACM for its consideration and if at that point the Members decide that a plebiscite should take place then it will be listed on the next Council meeting agenda for consideration.  Following that the stages in the process are as follows:-

1. A request is received to have a name changed by plebiscite 

2. The request goes to Council for approval for a plebiscite of qualified electors 

3. A draft list of qualified electors (Electoral Roll) is prepared by the Returning Officer.    The names on the roll shall be numbered consecutively 

4. An advertisement is placed in local papers stating details of proposed name change, and stating where the draft list of qualified electors can be viewed 

5. Any objections to the list of qualified electors must be lodged within a 3 week period. 

6. The final list of qualified electors (Electoral Roll) is formally adopted by Council 

7. Once adopted the plebiscite is initiated. 

8. Ballot papers are sent by ordinary post to every person whose name is on the electoral roll along with a prepaid postage envelope addressed to the returning officer for return of ballot paper. 

9. Ballot papers must be signed in the presence of the witness who must also sign the form 

10. Counting of papers takes place and result of Ballot determined – the majority of qualified electors must be in favour of the change 

11. Decision is informed to Council. In accordance with Section 79 of the Local Government Act 1946 (as amended) the Council may change the name of the locality. This is a reserved function of the Council.

Based on the time frame of the conduction of the last plebiscite from agreement at the Council meeting to the holding of the plebiscite to the adoption of its result, it would take approximately six months.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor G. O’Connell. 

Director of Services Mr. P. Murphy responded to the Member’s queries.

The Mayor stated that he proposed to proceed with the meeting and suggested that Councillor O’Connell should submit a motion on this matter to the December Council meeting.

The report was NOTED. 
H3/1113
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H4/1113
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H5/1113
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.


QUESTIONS FOR NOTING
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q15 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Q1/1113
STORM DRAINS AND CULVERTS
QUESTION:  Councillor C. Bond 

To ask the Manager to comment on the process for clearing out storm drains and culverts during the autumn season in light of the leaf fall from trees.  Could the Manager also comment on how this process might be improved to prevent drain obstructions during periods of heavy rain?
REPLY:
Water Services inspect culverts on a regular basis and clean them out when necessary. There are screens on all the major culverts to prevent items from entering and causing a problem.  Since 2011 the Council has spent approximately €500,000 on improvement to rivers and culverts.  These improvements include upgrading of culvert screens and at 4 locations and two of these screens are monitored by CCTV and generate alarms it when the river levels reach a high levels.  However it should be noted that autumn leaves do not in general cause a problem blocking culverts.

In addition Environmental Services provide the following services through Contract, removal of leaves from the roadway, kerbs, channels, gullies, verges, footpaths and cycle tracks. This work is undertaken in conjunction with the sweeping schedules and is carried out between a period commencing the 1st September to the 31st January of the following year.   

In general gully cleansing is carried out once a year on all streets, main roads, housing estate roads, industrial estate roads, dual carriageways and motorway slip roads except in some locations as determined by the Council which are prone to flooding.  Gullies in these locations are cleaned either twice or four times a year as determined and notified to the Contractor. The contract notifies the Council of all damaged and defective gully pots and connecting pipes which are then repaired by the Council. 

We ask residents not to park over gullies has this prevents gully cleaners from accessing the gully to carry out the cleaning process. 

Information on how to prepare for bad weather is available on http://www.sdublincoco.ie/viewdocument.aspx?id=057d4d83-0e62-4c00-8247-a10200ea19c9, and includes information on Gullies.   

Q2/1113
PLAYGROUND PROGRAMME
QUESTION:  Councillor M. Devine 
Following the review of the Councils Playground Programme can the Manager provide a list of potential sites, with costings, regarding the construction of proposed smaller localised Playground facilities?  
REPLY:
The review of the Council's Playground Programme will be completed within the coming weeks and will be included in the 3 Year capital Programme to be presented to Members as part of the budgetary process.

Q3/1113
ROADWORKS

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Devine 

To ask how the Manager ensures that residents receive notification and information prior to road works commencing as per protocol?

REPLY:
Under our existing protocol, in the event of Road Maintenance works involving night works or major traffic disturbance, the Contractor letter drops homes in the affected areas to notify residents. Similarly where works in respect of a traffic /construction schemes are being carried out and are likely to extend beyond normal working hours, home owners in the vicinity are notified by the contractor.  In all such cases the Council seeks to minimise the duration of such disruption in residential areas. 

Q4/1113
WINTER MAINTENANCE PLAN

QUESTION:  Councillor E. Higgins
To ask the Manager to supply details of our Winter Maintenance Plan and resources for winter 2013 /14?

REPLY:
The Winter Maintenance Plan for 2013/14 was presented to the Area Committee Meetings during October.

Winter Maintenance Plan



Q5/1113
HALLOWE’EN CLEAN UP
QUESTION. Councillor E. Higgins 

To ask the Manager to provide information on the County's Halloween clean-up costs 2013 in comparison to 2012?
REPLY:
There were approximately 300 bonfires throughout the county this Halloween.  This compares to a total count of 380 bonfires in 2012.  This represents an estimated reduction of 21% in the number of bonfires since last year.  The clean up cost therefore is estimated to be correspondingly lower than last year.  The clean up cost for 2012 was €63,409 and is estimated to be €50,093 for 2013.

Q6/1113
NATIONAL TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to report on and to provide copies of any and all correspondence issued to and received from the National Transport Authority over the past 18 months relating to the repeated requests from the elected members to be consulted as part of the proposed review of bus services in our County?      
REPLY:
Listed hereunder are copies of correspondence between the Council and the NTA in relation to the proposed review of Bus Services in the Council Area:-

Letter to NTA dated 10th January 2013
Reply from NTA dated 4th March 2013
Letter to NTA dated 23rd Sept. 2013
Reminder letter to NTA 23rd October 2013
Reply to letter to NTA dated 31st October 2013
Q7/1113
PUBLIC TRANSPORT ACCESSIBILITY STUDY
 QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager to provide a copy of the public transport accessibility study carried out for the South Dublin County area in late 2010; to further ask if this study has been updated to reflect the Dublin Bus 'Network Direct' changes; and if there are any plans to conduct any further public transport accessibility studies in the County?
REPLY:
A draft public transport accessibility study was carried out for the South Dublin County area in late 2010, prior to the introduction of Network Direct. This study examined the frequency of Main-line Rail, the Luas and bus services, dividing them into the categories high, medium and low accessibility levels.  The Study is a reflection of the level of service available at a point in time and has informed the environmental reports prepared to support land-use planning documents and is reflected in the Development Management process through the SEA monitoring system. It is considered appropriate to update this Transport Accessibility Study to reflect Dublin Bus Network Direct and other changes such as the increased frequency of service on the Kildare Railway Line.

Q8/1113 
TRAFFIC LIGHTS 

QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle 

To ask the Manager if there are plans to upgrade the MOVA system (which was designed for the control of traffic light signals at isolated junctions) to a SCATS or similar system for areas of our County where there are multiple signal-controlled junctions in close proximity?

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council has carried the following works in 2013:

The Drainage Direct Labour crew has carried out the following works in 2013:

· Laying overflow pipes between foul sewers in Bancroft Park and Glenview Park, Tallaght.     

· Upgrade of surface water pipe along Mill Road Saggart. 

· Cleaned outlet of Owendoher River at Dodder Park Road. 

· Excavating Chambers / Rebuilding Backdrops in Kilnamanagh. 

· Ongoing maintenance and upgrading of culvert screens

In addition Flood Retention Works at Owendoher River, Woodview Cottages is near completion and is being constructed by a Contractor.

These works, to a value of over €150,000 have been substantially funded by the OPW with supplementary funding from the Councils Roads and Water Services. 

The Architects Department with Engineers LMC Consultants designed and supervised the works.

The works were constructed by Clonmel Enterprises Limited as main contractor.

The primary focus of the works was the provision of flood retention measures, on the basis of 60 year events, to safeguard the housing at Woodview Cottages and the surrounding area from flooding. 

The South Dublin County Council area is part of the Eastern CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study) area which takes in most of Leinster and includes the Boyne, the Liffey and the Avoca and all rivers in-between and their tributaries. The CFRAMS programme is managed by the OPW (Office of Public Works) and the Consultants for the Eastern CFRAMS are RPS of Belfast with all Local Authorities in the area providing information and data plus other Statutory Bodies like the EPA, ESB, etc. also aiding the programme. The Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment was completed for the end of 2011 and the next milestone is to have the Flood Hazard Mapping completed by the end of 2013 with the Catchment Flood Risk Management Plans ready for the end of 2015. The production of flood maps part of the programme is progressing well with the data gathering and surveying complete and the hydrological and hydraulic analysis on going. The flooding analysis for the Camac and Poddle have been fast-tracked and the OPW hope to complete the options reports by the end of 2013, with other catchments in South Dublin County Council being competed in 2015.  These outputs from the CFRAM study will then form the basis for planning of flood prevention works within each catchment.

Q9/1113
FLOOD PREVENTION

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney 

To ask the Manager to provide an update on flood prevention and planning works in the County undertaken in 2013 or planned for the coming months, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
South Dublin County Council has carried the following works in 2013:

The Drainage Direct Labour crew has carried out the following works in 2013:

· Laying overflow pipes between foul sewers in Bancroft Park and Glenview Park, Tallaght.     

· Upgrade of surface water pipe along Mill Road Saggart. 

· Cleaned outlet of Owendoher River at Dodder Park Road. 

· Excavating Chambers / Rebuilding Backdrops in Kilnamanagh. 

· Ongoing maintenance and upgrading of culvert screens

In addition Flood Retention Works at Owendoher River, Woodview Cottages is near completion and is being constructed by a Contractor.

These works, to a value of over €150,000 have been substantially funded by the OPW with supplementary funding from the Councils Roads and Water Services. 

The Architects Department with Engineers LMC Consultants designed and supervised the works.

The works were constructed by Clonmel Enterprises Limited as main contractor.

The primary focus of the works was the provision of flood retention measures, on the basis of 60 year events, to safeguard the housing at Woodview Cottages and the surrounding area from flooding. 

The South Dublin County Council area is part of the Eastern CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study) area which takes in most of Leinster and includes the Boyne, the Liffey and the Avoca and all rivers in-between and their tributaries. The CFRAMS programme is managed by the OPW (Office of Public Works) and the Consultants for the Eastern CFRAMS are RPS of Belfast with all Local Authorities in the area providing information and data plus other Statutory Bodies like the EPA, ESB, etc. also aiding the programme. The Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment was completed for the end of 2011 and the next milestone is to have the Flood Hazard Mapping completed by the end of 2013 with the Catchment Flood Risk Management Plans ready for the end of 2015. The production of flood maps part of the programme is progressing well with the data gathering and surveying complete and the hydrological and hydraulic analysis on going. The flooding analysis for the Camac and Poddle have been fast-tracked and the OPW hope to complete the options reports by the end of 2013, with other catchments in South Dublin County Council being competed in 2015.  These outputs from the CFRAM study will then form the basis for planning of flood prevention works within each catchment.

Q10/1113
HOUSING LIST 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide a report on the current housing list for South Dublin County Council, including therein a comparison with previous years, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
At 31st October 2013 there are 7,279 applications for housing included on South Dublin County Council's Housing List compared to March 2013 when there were 10,361 applications on the List.  The difference arose as the Council carried out the tri-annual Housing Needs Assessment earlier this year and issued correspondence to all those on the housing list requesting reply through completion of assessment form. 35% of those failed to reply resulting in 3,674 housing applications being cancelled.  To date 300 of these applicants have made contact and have had their applications re-activated.

It must be noted that under legislation introduced in 2011 housing applicants can only apply to one Local Authority.  The chart below outlines the Housing list at 31st October for respective years:-

	2013
	7,279

	2012
	10,445

	2011
	9,946

	2010
	9,826

	2009
	8,416


Q11/1113
HALLOWE’EN CLEAN UPS          


 QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide a report on the costs associated with bonfire clean-ups, education programmes and other programmes around Halloween 2013, and to make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:
The 2013 Safe Halloween campaign included a number of initiatives to lessen the extent of environmental damage at this time of the year.

Supports were available to communities and schools to celebrate and participate in Halloween activities -

·  All schools in the County received a Halloween pack and Halloween workshops took place in libraries throughout the County 

· Talks in conjunction with Gardai and the Fire brigade were arranged in schools.  

· 194 community groups and residents association involved in the Social Credits programme were rewarded with free passes to the civic amenity, Ballymount in October.  

· 43 groups received bulbs to plant in the Bulbs not Bonfires scheme. 

· The Council also arranged door to door delivery of Safe Halloween notices  reminding people of cost of clean ups and its impact on resources. 

· Almost 100 tonnes of WEEE was collected from door to door collections organised by Clondalkin Community Recycling Initiative in association with local communities and resident associations. 

· Key businesses were contacted in relation to their responsibilities in relation to waste management and disposal.

The cost of this educational aspect of Halloween was approximately €3,000 which is down considerably on previous years.

There were approximately 300 bonfires throughout the county this Halloween. This compares to a total count of 380 bonfires in 2012. This represents an estimated reduction of 21% in the number of bonfires since last year. The clean up cost therefore is estimated to be correspondingly lower than last year. The clean up cost for 2012 was €63,409 and is estimated to be €50,093 for 2013.
Q12/1113      
HGV’s

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 

To ask the Manager if he will make a Report on the current status of the document "The Mobility and Management of Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) on South Dublin County Road Network", and if will include information on when the new system of classifying goods vehicles will come fully into effect, what actions have been taken by the Council in changing restriction signage on roads, and if the Council has plans to publicize the new system amongst residents and vehicle drivers?
REPLY:
Following the adoption of 'The Mobility and Management of Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV's) on South Dublin County Road Network', it is proposed to introduce a new weight restriction on the Adamstown Road (Newcastle Road) operational 08:00 – 09:30 and 13:00 – 16:00 Monday to Friday during the school year.

Additionally Elected Members have been briefed regarding the revision to regulations that occurred on the 1st October 2013 and the prescribed Gross Design Vehicle Weight limits that may be applied to public roads. All existing restrictions have been reviewed in relation to the permitted limits and in accordance with the policy on Mobility of Heavy Goods Vehicles.  

The lowest restriction is 3,500 kg thus only drivers of vehicles requiring category C or D driver licences are affected by this restriction. For information the 'The Mobility and Management of Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV's) on South Dublin County Road Network' document will be made available on the council website.

As part of this review a revised set of restrictions and accompanying map is being created and consent from the Commissioner of An Garda Síochána is sought. The necessary road signs will then be installed.
Q13/1113     
COMMUNITY GRANTS      
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 

To ask the Manager if he will provide figures for the number of Community Grants awarded by the Council, through the Community Services Department, to Community Groups/ Clubs/ Projects etc. in 2011, 2012 and to date in 2013?

REPLY:
Community Services Department approved and paid out the following Community Grants during the years of 2011, 2012, 2013 as outlined below: 

	Year
	Community Grants  
	Summer Project
	Management Assistance Grants  
	Total

	2011
	84
	32
	14
	130

	2012
	65
	30
	13
	108

	2013
	63
	32
	12
	107


Q14/1113     
LOCAL ENTERPRISE OFFICE

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for a progress report on the setting up of the South Dublin County LEO (Local Enterprise Office)?
REPLY:
Since August 2010 the South Dublin CEB has occupied an office and public area in County Hall. The facility was formerly the 'Property Path', a stand alone initiative to deal with information relating to, and sales of, affordable housing. Accordingly, the office was designed as a high profile street side 'retail' type facility with a large public information/contact/display area and generous back office provision. Total internal area is c 80 m2 and has immediate dedicated access to Belgard Square North creating the opportunity for high profile signing and branding.  

The elected members of SDCC agreed an Economic Strategy and related Action Plan for the County in December 2012 and have established an SPC Working Group to guide the implementation of the Plan. The Plan recognises the LEO as a "core supporting initiative". It goes on to state:  "This will bring together the range of activities being carried out by state actors, such as the Council and the County Enterprise boards, to support local enterprise.  The LEO under the auspices of the Council will act as a 'one-stop-shop' for small and micro business in the County. They will provide a range of services such as advice, information on accessing public procurement, access to supports and funding and support for the progression of high growth companies to appropriate Enterprise Ireland supports. Work is ongoing on putting in place the LEO framework and building on the South Dublin County Enterprise board located in County Hall."
Whilst the CEB currently occupies the above area on a stand alone basis the implementation of the LEO will create further opportunities to provide immediate access to other physical, (internal meeting rooms, ICT etc.), and policy related  supports, (IEN, business support, energy and transport projects etc.), currently available to, but somewhat decoupled from, CEB staff and clients. Initiatives on IEN, Business Support and our Energy and Transport programmes provide immediate 'start up' opportunities and through the CDB and other structures we have developed the interagency approach in South Dublin County envisaged for the LEO.

Whilst there is broad national understanding on LEO operation implementation is subject to the supporting legislation being passed by the houses of the Oireachteas. The legislation is currently before the Houses. However, following approval of the legislation, as outlined above, it is considered that South Dublin County is well placed to ensure best value for clients from LEO implementation.

Q15/1113
 
YOUTH GUARANTEE PROGRAMME
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager, noting Question 21 and Reply at the Council Meeting of 13th May 2013 regarding the possibility of funding from the European Council Youth Guarantee Programme, if the Council has yet received guidelines from the Department of Social Protection on the implementation of the scheme, and if the Council has received any clarification on the possibility of it accessing finance from the Scheme to run Social Employment Programmes for unemployed residents of the County under 25 years of age?
REPLY: 
The most recent developments regarding the European Youth Guarantee Scheme are detailed in the attached Press Release issued by Department of Social Protection 

http://www.welfare.ie/en/pressoffice/pages/pr040713.aspx
 Summary:
The Youth Guarantee Scheme is an EU initiative agreed by the Member States under Minister Burton's chairmanship during Ireland's Presidency of the Council of the EU in the first half of this year. 

Once implemented from 2014, the Youth Guarantee Scheme will assure young people between 18 and 25 of a good quality offer of employment, continued education, an apprenticeship, a traineeship or work experience within four months of becoming unemployed. 

A number of pilot projects will be run across the EU this year ahead of full implementation of the Youth Guarantee Scheme, and Ballymun has now been approved as one of the pilot projects which will help inform the national rollout of the Youth Guarantee. Funding of €302,000 will be provided for the Ballymun Youth Guarantee Scheme, with €250,000 from the European Commission and €52,000 from the Government. 
The Department of Social Protection is currently developing an action plan to implement the Youth Guarantee Scheme in Ireland from 2014.
H6/1113
   DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7a)/1113
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H7b)/1113
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND TO THE VICTORY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, KILLININNY, FIRHOUSE ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:
“South Dublin County Council on the 29th September, 2004 made a Compulsory Purchase Order entitled 'South Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase (Firhouse Road Improvement Scheme – Old Bawn Road to Scoil Carmel) Order 2004'.  The Council confirmed the Order without modifications on 13th January, 2005.  Notice to Treat was served on 20th April, 2005.  The Council took possession of Plot 24 on 3rd May, 2006. 

The Councils Valuer negotiated terms for the payment of compensation to The Victory Christian Fellowship for the acquisition of Plot 24 identified in the Compulsory Purchase Order.  Agreement was reached to settle the claim at €178,000 (one hundred & seventy eight thousand euro) subject to terms, which included the transfer back to the Victory Christian Fellowship of any lands not required by the Council following completion of the Road Scheme for a nominal sum of €100.00 (one hundred euro). Those lands are identified on the attached drawing number SRD87-100-01 having an area of 0.2261 hectares or thereabouts.  

While surveying the lands the Council's Roads Department has now identified a small area outlined in red on attached Drawing No. SRD87-100-02 having an area of 0.0007ha or thereabouts which was omitted from the lands which were compulsory acquired and on which an ESB box and light pole have been erected. It is proposed to acquire this area of land as part of finalising the overall agreement.  

Accordingly, I recommend in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act , 2001, that the Council transfer the lands identified and outlined in red on drawing number SRD87-100-01 having an area of 0.2261 Ha,  to The Victory Christian Fellowship in accordance with the forgoing report, and the acquisition of  0.0007Ha or thereabouts as outlined on drawing number SRD87-100-02 in order to complete the agreement between South Dublin County Council and The Victory Christian Fellowship in relation to the acquisition of lands to facilitate the construction of the Firhouse Road Improvement Scheme.  

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired by South Dublin County Council from the Victory Christian Fellowship in respect of the Compulsory Purchase Order for road improvement works at Firhouse Road. 

 D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council transfer the lands identified and outlined in red on drawing number SRD87-100-01 having an area of 0.2261 Ha,  to The Victory Christian Fellowship in accordance with the forgoing report, and the acquisition of 0.0007Ha or thereabouts as outlined on drawing number SRD87-100-02 in order to complete the agreement between South Dublin County Council and The Victory Christian Fellowship in relation to the acquisition of lands to facilitate the construction of the Firhouse Road Improvement Scheme.” 

At this point the Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, proposed and the Members AGREED to vary the sequence of items on the agenda in order to take Headed Item no. 9 (H9) next:
H9/1113

HOMELESS ACTION PLAN 2014 - 2016 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing and Community, and was CONSIDERED:
REPLY:
Draft Homeless Action Plan Framework for Dublin Region 2014 - 2016 for consideration by the members it is recommended that the following resolution be adopted
'That the Dublin Region Homeless Action Plan Framework - 2014 to 2016 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.'

Homeless Action Plan Framework 2014to 2016
Homeless Action plan Presentation



A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, E. Ó Broin, M. Corr, G. O’Connell, C. King, P. Kearns, M. Duff and D. Looney.
Director of Services Mr. B. Coman responded to the Members queries and undertook to revert to the Housing and Social Development SPC on the detailed actions, business plans and targets for each of the years of the Homeless Action Plan.
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
“That the Dublin Region Homeless Action Plan Framework - 2014 to 2016 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

H8/1113
PRESENTATION FROM FAI DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS

The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, welcomed the Chief Executive of the Football Association of Ireland, Mr. John Delaney, and Mr. Gerry Reardon, Mr. Jim Crawford, Mr. Stephen Rice, Mr. Robbie Hoey and Mr. J.J. Glynn from the FAI to the Chamber.  

Mr Delaney announced that Tallaght Stadium would host all of the home matches for the Senior Women’s Ireland International Soccer Team in their quest for the World Cup. He then introduced a video clip of the work being carried out by the FAI Development Officers in collaboration with the Sports Office of South Dublin County.

Following the video clip the other FAI representatives spoke in more detail with the aid of a presentation about the work being carried out by the FAI with the Sports Officers within the various communities in South Dublin County.
Councillors P. Kearns, C. King, G. O’Connell, E. Ó Broin, M. Corr, M. Devine, M. Duff, B. Bonner, T. Ridge, J. Lahart and D. Looney all expressed their thanks to the FAI representatives for their presentation and for the work they do, particularly in helping to combat anti-social behaviour and in social inclusion measures.  The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, said that having Tallaght Stadium as the home of women’s football is greatly encouraging.

The County Manager Mr. D. McLoughlin also thanked the FAI representatives, following which Mr. John Delaney presented the Mayor with a St. Patrick’s Athletic jersey acknowledging their League of Ireland success.
            CORRESPONDANCE FOR NOTING 
Co1/1113
2 x Letters, dated 09/10/13, from Donegal Co. Council regarding their motions passed in relation to -

(i)  Influx of Camper Vans taking up spaces in Car Parks;

(ii)  Government policy on the non-classification of Down's Syndrome as a Low Incidence Disability.
Co2/1113
Letter, dated 21/10/13, from the Restaurant Assoc. of Ireland regarding SDCC's motions passed in relation to the retention of the 9% VAT rate (M4/M5/M6/0913)
Co3/1113
Letter, dated 31/10/13, from National Transportation Authority regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to an invitation to the NTA to update the Members on a Review of Bus Services in the County (M9/0913)

The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
M1/1113 
MAYORS BUSINESS - LOCAL PROPERTY TAX
 It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny:

“That this Council expresses its deep concern regarding reports on the distribution of revenue from the Local Property Tax and calls on the Government to allocate funding to all local authorities based on the 80% allocation model, as proposed during its introduction”.
REPORT:
“If the Motion is passed the sentiments of the Members will be passed on to the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Looney, C. King, M. Corr, G. Kenny, G. O’Connell, E. Walsh, M. Duff, J. Lahart and P. Kearns.

Ms C. Henehan, Head of Finance, responded to the Members queries.  The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, called for a roll call vote, the result of which was as follows:

FOR: 


NINETEEN  (19)
AGAINST:

ONE  (1)
ABSTAINED:
ONE  (1)
FOR:  Councillors C. Bond, B. Bonner, M. Corr, P. Cosgrave, T. Delaney, A-M. Dermody, M. Devine, M. Duff, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, E. Higgins, P. Kearns, G. Kenny, C. King, J. Lahart, D. Looney, E. Ó Broin, G. O’Connell, E. Walsh

AGAINST:     Councillor E. Coburn

ABSTAIN:
Councillor W. Lavelle

The Motion was PASSED.
M2/1113
DERELICT SITES 
 It was proposed by Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:
“That this Council requests the Manager to prepare a protocol or guide on the classification of derelict sites so as to ensure consistency and provide clarity to inspectors, landowners and the public, including on the definition of factors to be assessed and considered when inspecting potentially derelict sites.”
REPORT:
“A recently initiated review of some 50 sites previously investigated has, from 43 inspected so far, identified 22 sites that should now be included on the register as derelict.  Notices are being drafted to landowners in these cases while the remaining sites are inspected.  Landowners for all sites will be notified of requirements for works required and will be pursued under the full range of powers available under the Act to ensure that dereliction is prevented and removed.

A list of 26 further sites requiring attention has been compiled during surveys of the villages undertaken as part of the Village Initiative.  These sites are also being considered for inclusion on the register or necessary works.

The Legislation itself provides a protocol for dealing with Derelict Sites.  The Act provides a definition of a derelict site (set out below) that is sufficiently broad, and powers sufficiently extensive to allow the varying nature of the sites involved to be assessed on their Individual merits.  A derelict site is defined in the Derelict Sites Act 1990, as any "land which detracts, or is likely to detract, to a material degree from the amenity, character or appearance of land in the neighbourhood of the land in question because of

(a) the existence on the land in question of structures which are in a ruinous, derelict or dangerous condition, or

(b) the neglected, unsightly or objectionable condition of the land or any structures on the land in question, or

(c) the presence, deposit or collection on the land in question of any litter, rubbish, debris or waste, except where the presence, deposit or collection of such litter, rubbish, debris or waste results from the exercise of a right conferred by statue or by common law."

The Derelict Sites Act 1990 provides local authorities with wide ranging powers such as requiring works to prevent a site from becoming or continuing to be a derelict site, entering a site on the Derelict Sites Register, acquiring a derelict site compulsorily.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, P.
Cosgrave, D. Looney, C. King, E. Walsh and G. O’Connell.
Councillor W. Lavelle requested that an area based Derelict Sites report go to the Area Committee for more detailed discussion on individual sites.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, responded to the Members queries, and requested that Members forward details of any sites that they considered should be included in the ongoing review. It was agreed to present an area based Derelict Sites Report to the Area Committees in February 2014.
The Motion was AGREED.
M3/1113
REZONING DERELICT SITES
 It was proposed by Councillor M. Devine, seconded by Councillor C. King:
 “That the Manager compiles a report on the feasibility of rezoning vacant/derelict sites within the county to better serve the public and their interests.”
REPORT:
“The Zoning of land for particular uses is a mandatory objective of the County Development Plan and accordingly, all land and sites in the County are subject to land use zoning objectives in the current South Dublin County Development Plan 2010-16.  Land use zones are relatively broad and relate to a certain land use or land use mix category, appropriate to the overall planning context of an area, rather than specific to individual sites, e.g. residential, industrial or commercial.  A statutory review of the current County Development Plan must commence by September 2014 and is the appropriate opportunity for the Council to consider zoning objectives.

The Development Plan Guidelines, issued by the Department of Environment clearly state:-

"To support public confidence in the planning system and the development plan, decisions to zone land must be made in an open and transparent manner, must be clearly justified on the basis of established need and must support the aims and strategy of the plan."  "In addition to the above, when considering the suitability of specific lands for development, within the process of preparing zoning objectives in making a development plan, the members are restricted to considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the development plan relates statutory obligations and Government policy. Matters typically relevant to the proper planning and sustainable development of areas, inter alia, include:

• Need

• Policy Context

• Capacity of Water, Drainage and Roads Infrastructure

• Supporting Infrastructure and Facilities

• Physical Suitability

• Sequential Approach

• Environmental and Heritage policy, including conservation of habitats and other sensitive areas."

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Devine and G. Kenny.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED.
M4/1113      
CRIME STATISTICS
 It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor E. Coburn:

“That the Manager provides a report on publicly accessible crime statistics gathered through / supplied to the JPC and local policing fora in the County”
REPORT:
“An Garda Síochána provide reports to the quarterly meetings of the South Dublin Joint Policing Committee on recent reported crimes statistics. Comparative statistics from the same period in the previous year are also provided. These reports are available on CMAS prior to the JPC meetings. 

Meetings of the Joint Policing Committee are open to the public except in special circumstances. 

An Garda Síochána also attend Local Policing Forum public meetings in Tallaght and Clondalkin. Verbal reports on recent reported crime levels are delivered at these meetings.”
AGS Report to South Dublin Joint Policing Committee September 2013 (DMRS)
AGS Report to South Dublin Joint Policing Committee September 2013 (DMRW)
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Higgins. 
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development responded to the Member’s queries stating that, at his upcoming meeting with the Gardaí, he will discuss the possibility of making statistics available to the public.

The report was NOTED.
M5/1113
As Councillor T. Gilligan was not in the Chamber the following motion FELL in accordance with Standing Order 20:
“That the Manager present a report outlining how many dogs were taken in for the first 2 months (broken down each month) of operations with Ashtown and how many were reclaimed, rehomed, how many went to rescue, how many PTS, how many restricted breeds were taken in; and that this report be presented to Council on a quarterly basis.”
M6/1113
  
TREES

It was proposed by Councillor C. Bond, seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That this Council introduce a bye law to restrict the growth of trees in front gardens.”
REPORT:
“The making of Bye-laws is set out in Part 19 of the Local Government Act 2001. Specifically, Section 199 sets out the power of Local Authorities to make Bye-laws while Section 200 sets out the process. A local authority may make a bye-law for, or in relation to, the use, operation, protection, regulation or management of any land, services, or any other matter provided by or under the control or management of the local authority, whether within or without its functional area or in relation to any connected matter. 

Private front gardens are not under the control or management of the Local Authority and are therefore a matter for private residents. Those Owners/Occupiers of lands on which any structure/tree/hedge is situate, are required under the Roads Act 1993 to take all reasonable steps to ensure that same are not a hazard or potential hazard to persons using a public road and that it does not obstruct or interfere with the safe use of a public road or the maintenance of a public road.

The Tree Council of Ireland provide information and advice to householders on the legal aspects of private tree ownership and management.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Bond, E. Higgins, P. Kearns, Cosgrave, Devine, Tuffy, C. Brophy and E. Walsh.
Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to refer this motion to the Environmental Strategic Policy Committee.

M7/1113
NATIONAL WAIVER SYSTEM    
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, and seconded by Councillor D. Looney:
“That this Council, noting the commitment in the Programme for Government to put in place a national waiver system to support low income households with the costs of household waste collections, and further noting that in the Government Policy document " A Resource Opportunity - Waste Management Policy in Ireland" ( Page 32) published in July 2012 it is stated " ... it is intended to introduce a household waste collection waiver scheme and other alternative support schemes  for low income households", deplores the lack of progress by the Government in implementing its commitment to low income households to help them with these charges, and requests the Manager to convey its view to the Ministers for Environment, Community and Local Government, Social Protection, Public Expenditure and  Reform, Finance and An Tánaiste (i.e. whose Departments are referred to on Page 32 of the above document in regard to "recommendations to minimize the impact of waste charges on low income households"),  and seek a response from the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government which gives a date for the introduction of support schemes.”
REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to An Tanaiste and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade; the Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government; the Minister for Social Protection; the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and the Minister for Finance.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, C. King, M. Corr, P. Kearns, M. Devine, D. Looney, E. Walsh and D. Looney.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, responded to the Members queries.
The Motion was AGREED.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, proposed and the Members AGREED to suspend Standing Orders for 5 minutes for consideration of the next item:
M8/1113
PUBLIC REALM
It was proposed Councillor W. Lavelle, seconded by Councillor C. Brophy: 

“That this Council requests the Manager to present an update report on the reform of public realm management services, in particular litter management services; and to further request the Manager to ensure:

- the use of green machines across the county;

- more frequent targeting of litter blackspots; and

- the emptying of litter bins in busy urban areas over weekends.”
REPORT: 
“The priority focus following the re-organisation of Public Realm maintenance was to maintain service at the level previously delivered.

During the transitional period from April to date, reviews have been undertaken across the Public Realm Programmes that will deliver efficiencies and improvements in Work Programme co-ordination, level and quality of service for example – Burial Ground Maintenance, general grass cutting & litter control alignment, maintenance of main road etc. 

These reviews are being finalised at the moment in the context of re-organising work programmes and the preparation of budget projections for 2014.

The Council's Litter Management Service is organised under a number service areas –

Town/Village Cleaning Programme

A daily cleaning service by handcart & pedestrian sweepers from Monday to Friday is in place in Tallaght, Rathfarnham, Templeogue, Rathcoole, Clondalkin, Lucan and Palmerston as well as at Walkinstown roundabout. Detailed schedules for the cleaning of the villages have been available on the Council's Area Maintenance Schedule since last year. These Schedules are being reviewed at the moment and will be updated in the coming weeks.

The updated schedules will show improvements possible with the greater flexibility now available which allows more effective deployment of machinery and staff resources – for example – pedestrian sweepers are now being shared across all of the villages maximising time in use for the machinery.

Litter Bin Service

A daily collection service is provided from Monday to Friday that programmes all circa 600 litter bins to be inspected and serviced each day. A number of issues have arisen during the transitional period and a number of changes are in the process that will help to ensure that these issues do not occur again – including timing of collections, location and frequency of service of bins etc.
General Cleansing Programme

This programme of work under this heading includes routine elements (inspection and cleaning at approx 30 illegal dumping sites, bring banks, community clean up collections, litter picking, additional town/village cleaning etc) and non routine elements (illegal dumping complaints, referrals from litter wardens etc) 
Management & Supervision

Environmental Maintenance Work is programmed and assigned through a central Schedule Management System which has been developed specifically for this purpose.

This system allows local supervisors and line managers to control and co-ordinate resources in a manner and to a degree that was not possible before and provides the ability to plan, schedule and gather data on all jobs being undertaken within the programme. The system is beginning to provide extremely detailed information on performance that will inform continuing review of the programmes.

Supervisors are now able to gather and share information that highlights areas of performance that need to be addressed and improved. The transitional phase of the re-organisation has brought about a shift of focus for supervision and management as staff adjust to a new way of working. The impact of the changes is feeding into reviews of all of the Environmental Maintenance Services and will start become more apparent through improvements to service over the coming months.

The schedule of works can be viewed by anyone who visits the Council's website at www.sdcc.ie  under the Quick Links - Your Area's Maintenance Schedule section.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors W. Lavelle, C. Brophy, C. King, M. Corr and P. Kearns.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, responded to the Members queries, and also stated that he will circulate a fresh departmental contact list to the members.

The Motion was AGREED.

MOTIONS NOT REACHED:

(M9)
            Councillor M. Devine 

To enhance and promote voter registration/participation that this Council, in conjunction with Student Union body, consider a visible registration drive - on campus - at the various third level education facilities within the County.

(M10)           
Councillor T. Gilligan 
That this Council increase maintenance levels at Grange Castle Golf Course.
The meeting concluded at 6.35 pm.

Signed: _______________________
Date: _________________________
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