COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON MONDAY  23rd SEPTEMBER, 2013.
PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	A. Rooney
	Senior Staff Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	Representatives
	

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	D. Downey
	Deputy Director, Homeless Executive

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	L. Kelleher
	Communications Officer

	Cllr C. King
	Betty-Tyrrell-Collard 
	ICTU Representative

	Cllr D. Looney                                     Foluke Oladosu        South Dublin Community

	                                                                                               Platform

	

	

	Apologies

	Councillor Trevor Gilligan

	John Murphy, Agriculture / Farming

	

	

	

	The meeting was chaired by Councillor M. Corr

	

	


H-I(1)
MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 27th May 2013 were proposed by Councillor M. Duff seconded by Councillor C. King and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  

Ms. B. Tyrrell-Collard raised an issue of the Medical Priorities assigned to applicants in the Housing Grants Scheme.  Mr. B. Coman confirmed that the terminology used was as issued by the Department in it’s regulations and guidelines.
H-I(3)
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2014-2018
The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014-2018 
The Council confirmed by way of advertisement in the national press and by correspondence sent to stakeholders, notice of its intention to publish a draft Traveller Accommodation Programme for 2014 – 2018. Following consultation with members of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, it was agreed to extend the period in which submissions could be made prior to the publication of the draft programme to Friday 20th September 2013.

The proposed timeline for the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 is as follows 

	Date
	Action

	8th August 2013
	Notice in intention to prepare a new draft Traveller Accommodation Programme for 2014 – 2018 printed in national press. Designated stakeholders also directly notified.

	20th September 2013
	Closing date for submissions prior to publication of draft programme

	2nd October 2013
	Publication of draft programme and commencement of 2 month public consultation period

	November 2013 (date to be confirmed)
	Consultation Meeting with Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee

	November 2013 (date to be confirmed)
	Presentation of draft programme to Housing and Social Development SPC

	2nd December 2013
	Closing date for submissions/public consultation

	9th December 2013
	Presentation of draft programme and Managers report on submissions to Council meeting for adoption.


Mr. B. Coman gave the meeting an update on the draft proposals for the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014-2018. 
The draft programme will be put on public display for two months and then should go to the Council meeting in December/January for approval. 
Following a contribution from Councillor M. Corr, Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
HOMELESS STRATEGY
Mr. B. Coman gave an informative presentation on the Homeless Strategy. 
The draft Homeless Action Plan was also made available at the meeting.

A dvd : A Pathway to Home was shown to the meeting.

B. Coman gave the meeting an update on progress in relation to the proposed Homeless Action Plan Framework for the Dublin Region, 2014 to 2016, which is being Proposed for adoption by the Dublin Local Authorities.
The Plan was discussed and agreed by the regional Homeless Consultative Forum and the Statutory Management Group. The Plan’s objectives are in line with national policy.  There will be a detailed annual Business Plan for each year of the Action Plan, to be presented to the Housing SPC of each local authority.  The vision is to remove ‘rough sleepers’ from the streets.  As previously mentioned, there will also be a continuous reconfiguration process, in order to improve the effective delivery of services.  
Mr. B. Coman indicated that the regional funding remains the same in 2013 as it was for 2012.  He confirmed that there were 94 ‘rough sleepers’ in the Dublin area and there was a need for engagement.   The lack of one bedroomed accommodation in South Dublin was discussed.    Cllr. M. Corr requested that a streamlined standardised approach be used across the entire Dublin region, especially in relation to hospital and prison discharges.  The Council will work more closely with the H.S.E and the D.S.P. on this. Mr Coman highlighted the specific actions in the plan that relate to this.
Cllr. G.  Kenny asked how long it would take to house a homeless person in South Dublin?  Mr. B. Coman confirmed that there were 1800 presentations to South Dublin County Council in 2013 to date.  
There are a  total of 193 on the homeless list in South Dublin up to the end of August, 2013.  A total of 103 have been housed over three years, and also 162 housed in private rented accommodation. There were 278 presentations during the month of August, with 149 placed in private emergency accommodation.   
Mr. D. Downey confirmed that there was an established protocol from the H.S.E.   The housing options available are dependent on a local area’s pressures and needs.  Regarding those individuals who are running into difficulty with their private mortgages, there is a pilot scheme of ‘Mortgage to rent’ option available in Dublin City Council.  Mr Coman advised that this will be rolled out to all local authorities soon.
There is a commitment in the Plan for national standards.   A workshop on Homeless is being carried out on 2nd October in the Mansion House and all are invited to attend.  

Following a discussion to which Ms. B. Tyrell-Collard, Cllr. G. Kenny, Cllr. M. Duff and Cllr. M. Corr contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Mr. D. Downey, Deputy Director, Dublin Regional Homeless Executive and Ms. L. Kelleher, Communications Officer,  responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(5)
ENERGY INITIATIVES UPDATE
The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“Energy Initiatives Update

Thermal improvement to occupied houses
Tymon North  

105 units identified in Tymon North, all have been surveyed by REIL, and 80 of these have been given to the contractor appointed to do the insulation in this area.  Work commenced on the 28th August on the first 5.  The Clerk of Works for this project has reported this morning that progress very slow to date as trying to make sure everything is completed to specification.  6 completed to-date but expect to speed up once the teething problems have been overcome.  Target of 30 completions by end of September and remainder in October.
St Aonghus
41 houses have been identified and 37 have been surveyed by REIL.   They hope to complete the balance by end of week.  The contractor commenced work today 17th September.  We will be changing approx 25 attic tanks and also putting mechanical vents in the bathrooms as they have no form of ventilation in the bathrooms.  Hope to have 2/3 completed by end of September and remainder in October.
Tymonville
93 addresses have been sent to REIL for surveying who confirmed that they will be starting to do so on the 18th September.

BETTER ENERGY WARMER HOMES PILOT 
Deansrath
58 tenants written to originally.

5 not interested

32 eligible

32 houses were originally identified and sent to SEAI.  Confirmation was received on 16th August that this project has been given to a contractor.  It was his responsibility to deliver the scheme to the required standard.  The surveys were carried out around end of August and the insulation work commenced on 9th September and was completed on 17th September. The Council installed windows in 4 houses under the Window Programme.  The job is now completed.  This work was carried out at the expense of SEAI.

BETTER ENERGY AREA BASED WARMER HOMES 2013 
Kiltalown 
75 houses were identified under this scheme of which 60 are SDCC rented dwellings.  All the houses have been surveyed by REIL. Works will be funded by SEAI and Council and works will be carried out mainly by SDCC with some being carried out by REIL including pre and post BER certification.

It is being project managed by REIL as lead applicant with SDCC monitoring their own works.  Some Energy works on Kiltalown House are included in the application.  These works must be completed by end of October. Part of the scheme was the installation of windows in 12 houses – 6 of the windows have already been installed and the remainder next week.  The energy works are being carried out by contractor who commenced on 5th September.  We also have to replace approx. 34 attic tanks.  The mechanical contract has also started with the installation of controls and some heating systems.

Summary 
Number of houses on site                      206

Estimated completed by end of September

30 houses in Tymon North         @ average €2,500 per house = €75,000

3 houses in St Aonghus             @   average €2,500 per house =     7,500

10 houses in Kiltalown               @ average €2,500 per house   =      €25,000

Total of 43                                @ €2,500 per house = €107,500

Balance of the 206 to be completed in October = 163     @  2,500 =€407,500

Estimated total expenditure in 2013                                = €515,000

 Relets

 In addition to above there will also be some houses completed under relets, which could  result in a further 10 houses      @ 2,500 =  €25,000, bringing total expenditure of €540,000.”

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Duff and C. King contributed,  Mr.  B. Coman responded to queries raised.  Cllr. C. King expressed his thanks to the Housing staff responsible for the delivery of the programmes. 
The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
HOUSING NEEDS ANALYSIS BREAKDOWN
The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“Housing Needs Analysis Breakdown

HOUSING   NEEDS   ASSESSMENT 2013 
List of 10,361 names and addresses were sent to printer on 13/03/2013

Sent by post 15/03/2013 with return date for HNA Form 05/04/2013 

	HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT 2013

	Forms Sent
	10361
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Returned by closing date 05/04/13
	4731
	46%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Returned to 1/08/13
	6687
	65%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	   
	 
	 
	 

	Not returned at 29/07/13
	3674
	35%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


Of 6687 assessed 162 (2%) determined as not eligible for social housing

Housing List 6525
· 68% Irish Citizens 

· 11% Non-EEA / EU 

· 18% employed 

· 63% Social Welfare only 

· 16% under age 25 

· 2% over age 60 

· 57% between ages 25-40 

· 24% income less than €10k 

· 51% income between €10k - €20k 

· 28% couple with dependants 

· 35% female with dependants 

· 8% male with dependants 

· 21% more than 5 years on list 

· 15% less than 1 year on list 

· 75% in Private Rented with 85% of those on RS”

Mr. B. Coman confirmed that almost one third of applicants did not reply to the correspondence and follow up communications issued for the H.N.A.  Following a contribution from Councillors M. Duff, P. Kearns and B. Bonner,  Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

                
 It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Corr, and AGREED in accordance with Standing Order No. 23, to suspend standing orders for a further ten minutes to complete the order of business.
H-I(7)
REVIEW OF THE SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING ASPECTS OF PART V OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000.


Mr. B. Coman gave a presentation.
There is a review of the social and affordable aspects of Part V of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.

Between the years 2004- 2010, 1,300 units of social housing were acquired under Part V.  Nationally, 15,114 units were delivered under the Act. However, this is 4% of all developments carried out during this period, which is well below what could have been acquired.   South Dublin County Council have 148 unsold affordable units, which the Department sanctioned could be used for social housing needs.  It would not be advantageous to suspend Part V of the Act , as there are on-going contracts to negotiate and fulfill.  There must also be a community gain involved. 
It was noted that a draft review must be completed by Friday, 27th September, and Mr. B. Coman requested any observations for inclusion should be forwarded to him by the Committee for inclusion in the draft.  A copy of the draft submission will be communicated to those attending the meeting.  
Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, M. Duff and P. Kearns contributed,  Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised and undertook to prepare a draft submission and forward to members before deadline date of 27th September 2013.
The report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm            

Siniú:____Marie Corr_____

Dáta:
_25th Nov., 2013__ 
     An Cathaoirleach
