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QUESTION NO.11

During the course of 2013, the following projects were undertaken in fulfilment of objectives and actions listed in the South Dublin County Heritage Plan 2010-2015.

1.
Architectural Heritage Projects

· Industrial Heritage Survey – Mills*

The targeted field condition survey of the 76 historic mill sites recorded during the 2012’s Industrial Heritage Survey (Phase 1) has been completed.  The report is currently being assessed.   


(*70% funding from Heritage Council)

· Survey of Council-owned Protected Structures

To date, 8 Council-owned buildings have now been surveyed in conjunction with the Council’s Conservation Officer and Architectural Services, the most recent being the Rathcoole Courthouse for which LEADER funding was secured by Architectural Services to undertake necessary repair and maintenance works.

· Traditional Building Skills Exhibition*

Mr. Brian Hayes T.D. launched a very successful Traditional Building Skills event held in Rathfarnham Castle grounds in July.  The event was a joint project between SDCC, the Irish Georgian Society and the Office of Public Works.  Two days of information seminars and demonstration workshops using traditional building skills were held.  The event also provided an opportunity to raise the heritage and business profile of Rathfarnham village.


(*70% funding from Heritage Council)

· A new leaflet to raise awareness of the architectural interest in the Rathfarnham ACA was prepared in-house and was officially launched by Cllr. Paddy Cosgrave at the Traditional Building Skills event in Rathfarnham Castle.   

2.
Archaeological Heritage Projects

· Survey of Council-owned Protected Structures

4 archaeologically important structures have now been surveyed as part of the Heritage Plan’s programme to survey Council-owned Recorded Monuments/Protected Structures.  These include the Old Stables in Corkagh Park, Palmerston Church and Graveyard, Rathfarnham Church and Graveyard, and Kilmahudrick Church (St. Cuthbert’s) in Deansrath.  

· A condition survey and a historical survey report is nearing completion for the Firhouse Weir and watercourse (RPS/RMP).  The information will contribute to the preparation of an overall plan for the maintenance, interpretation and presentation of the feature in a proposed ‘Heritage Park’ for this area of the Dodder, the concepts for which are currently being developed as a Heritage Plan project for 2014.   

· A joint project was undertaken with the Archaeology Department in UCD and the National Monuments Service to facilitate a geo-physical survey of a previously unclassified ring fort northeast of Newcastle village, east of Casement Aerodrome.  The feature is now known to be a trivallate ring fort, making it the only one of its kind in County Dublin and it is believed that it may represent a royal site of some importance.

3.
Planning/Cultural Heritage Projects

· Rathcoole Village Design Statement*

Following presentations made by the Heritage Officer to the local community in Rathcoole earlier in the year, progress has slowed since then. It has been suggested to apply for LEADER funding in 2014 to engage consultants to assist the community to drive the project forward next year.    
· Discussions and preliminary works have commenced to assist the local community group in Mill Lane, Palmerston, to prepare a Local Heritage Plan for the historic village area. 

4.
Natural Heritage
· A biodiversity survey of Corkagh Park was undertaken during the summertime under partnership with Tralee IT.  This involved a habitat mapping exercise with some bird, mammal, and insect recording

· Following a request for biodiversity advice and assistance from the Clondalkin Tidy Towns Group, a survey of the hedgerows, the mill ponds, and the Camac in Clondalkin Park was undertaken under the Heritage Plan

· Staff Biodiversity Training: 
Following the initial bat training course for Parks and Architectural Services staff earlier in the year, a number of evening surveys were undertaken by the group during the summer.  This has facilitated the gathering of additional bat data for parks properties.  This type of staff training will be of benefit as a cost-saving measure as these staff may be drawn upon instead of engaging consultants to survey and monitor these protected species on Council-owned properties. 

· A programme to address the control of invasive plant species along the Dodder has commenced in conjunction with Parks Section of Public Realm.  A pilot study of 5 sites has been identified for spraying in Autumn and early Spring and a phone App has been designed for use by Parks staff which will speed up the mapping of sites and the recording of management treatments.    

· Planning commenced for the preparation of the County Biodiversity Plan.  A consultation brochure has been drafted and prospective members to form the Biodiversity Forum have been approached to assist in the process to deliver the County Biodiversity Plan.  The public consultation process is planned to commence in the New Year.   

· A survey of the pond and its surroundings in Rathfarnham Castle grounds was undertaken in preparation for a proposed biodiversity enhancement programme for this water feature for 2014. 

· Evening Bat Walks were facilitated for local community events in Waterstown Park in June and October.

· A walk was attended with the Knocklyon Network of the Dodder between Spawell Roundabout and the Speaker Connolly park gates to raise awareness of the biodiversity interest of the parks along this section of the Dodder.    

Other Heritage-related Projects
· Heritage Tourism Appraisal
An appraisal of the County’s heritage assets is currently underway to determine the potential for the development of heritage tourism projects.  The potential for the County’s waterways to act as a framework for heritage tourism initiatives is being investigated, with an objective being to link into possible actions arising from the County Villages initiative.  Most of the heritage projects listed in this report will also contribute baseline information towards developing this County tourism strategy.

· LEADER Projects
Slade Heritage Trail

A LEADER-funded feasibility study is currently underway to determine the potential and viability of a heritage tourism trail leading from the Brittas Ponds through the Slade valley and linking the three villages of Brittas, Saggart and Rathcoole.  Draft report is expected by year end.  

Aviation Heritage Museum, Baldonnell
A LEADER-funded feasibility study is underway to determine the potential and viability of an aviation heritage museum of national importance, building upon the artefact resource held in the museum currently located in Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnell.  Appointed consultants are finalising their research and stakeholder consultation and a final report is expected by year end. 
· Advice on heritage and biodiversity issues continues to be made to planning applications and other Council projects e.g. Ballycullen-Oldcourt LAP, review of Adamstown SDZ, Quarries etc.
