COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 14th October 2013


PRESENT
	Councillors
	Councillors

	Bond, C.
	Kearns, P.
	

	Bonner, B.
	Kenny, G.

	Brophy, C.
	King, C.

	Coburn, E.
	Lahart, J.

	Corr, M.
	Lavelle, W.

	Cosgrave, P.
	Lawlor, B.

	Delaney, T. 
	Looney, D.

	Dermody, A-M.
	O’Broin, E.

	Devine, M.
	O’Connell, G.

	Duff, M.
	Ridge, T.

	Gilligan, T.
	Tuffy, E.

	Hannon, J.
Higgins, E.
	Walsh, E.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	D. McLoughlin 

	Directors / Heads of Function


	C. Henehan, P. Murphy, B. Coman, 

F. Nevin, J. Quinlivan, T. Walsh,

T. Kavanagh

	Senior Executive Officers
	E. O’Gorman, M. Maguire, H. Hogan

	Senior Parks Superintendant
	         B. Sheehan

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan, C. Ryan

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Administrative Officer
	T. O’Neill,  E. Leech, M. Hunt

	A/Staff Officer 
	B. Gorman

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	I.T.
	C. Whelan, R. Herron, S. McEwan


An apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor C. Jones.

The Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, presided.
H1/1013
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 9th September 2013 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.
H2a)/1013
FILLING OF CASUAL VACANCY ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH S.19 OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 FOLLOWING THE RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR MATTHEW McDONAGH BY MR. EOIN Ó BROIN 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“A casual vacancy has occurred on South Dublin County Council (Clondalkin Electoral Area) as Councillor Matthew McDonagh has announced his resignation from South Dublin County Council with effect from 10th September 2013.

Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that a casual vacancy shall be filled by the co-option by the local authority of a person to fill the vacancy and such co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the local authority after the expiration of 14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy or as soon after the expiration of the 14 days as circumstances permit.

Mr. Eoin Ó Broin has been duly nominated by the Sinn Féin party, being the registered political party who nominated Councillor McDonagh for election, and in accordance with Section 19 (5) Mr. Ó Broin’s written consent to his proposed co-option has been received.

Members are required to ratify the co-option of Mr. Ó Broin at today's meeting.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor B. Bonner and RESOLVED:
“That Mr. Eoin Ó Broin be co-opted to fill the vacancy on South Dublin County Council arising from the resignation of Councillor M. McDonagh from South Dublin County Council.”

H2b)/1013 FILLING OF VACANCIES ON VARIOUS COMMITTEES / STATUTORY BODIES FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR MATTHEW McDONAGH
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:  

“Following the co-option of Councillor E. Ó Broin to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Councillor M. McDonagh a number of vacancies exist on the following committees / statutory bodies previously held by Councillor McDonagh:

· Clondalkin Area Committee 

· Housing Strategic Policy Committee 

· Sports, Recreation, Community Development and Parks Strategic Policy Committee 

· Clondalkin Drugs Task Force 

· Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Health Forum 

· Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee 

· SDCC Joint Policing Committee

It is a matter for the Council to appoint a replacement to each of the above positions and this is now before the Members for consideration and recommendation.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor B. Bonner and RESOLVED:
“That Councillor E. Ó Broin be appointed to fill the vacancies on the committees / statutory bodies as outlined in the foregoing report arising from the resignation of Councillor M. McDonagh from South Dublin County Council.”

H3a)/0913
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE – 10th SEPTEMBER 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY, HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

H3b)/1013  
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE - 18th SEPTEMBER 2013 - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received


	Amount

	GF2188
	Quarryvale United Football Club
	Major Equipment Grant
	20/08/13
	€2,000


Application for Arts Grants

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received


	Amount

	Agf797
	Palmerstown Art Group
	Grant towards an art exhibition and workshops for children and adults
	7/8/2013
	€300


It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and seconded by Councillor B. Bonner.

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the Grant as recommended in the forgoing report.”  

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Clondalkin Area Committee – 18th September 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H3c)/1013 
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - JOINT TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) & TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 23rd SEPTEMBER 2013 - DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council's Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2173
	Kingswood/Kilnamanagh Active Age (Mens) Club
	Running Costs Grant
	14/05/13
	€400

	GF2174
	Brittas & District Community Association
	Community Activity Grant
	31/05/13
	€300

	GF2187
	The Park Community Centre Ltd.
	Grant for New or Existing Community Centre
	07/08/2013
	€20,000


Application for Arts Grant
An Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received   from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf796
	Harolds Cross Tallaght Musical Society
	Arts grant for performance in Civic Theatre 
	30/7/2013
	€500


Bottom of Form

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report.”
The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:

 “That the recommendations contained in the report of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) and Tallaght Area Committee (2) – 23rd September 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H3d)/1013  REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES - LUCAN AREA COMMITTEE – 24th SEPTEMBER 2013 - - DEALING WITH PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE SERVICES & LIBRARIES, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – COMMUNITY GRANTS), HOUSING, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT, ROADS & WATER SERVICES
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under South Dublin County Council's Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	GF2184
	Retired Active Mens Social (R.A.M.S)
	Environmental Improvements Grant
	01/07/13
	€500

	GF2181
	Lucan & Leixlip Bowling Club
	Running Costs Grant
	18/06/13
	€200


Application for Arts Grants 

Application for an Arts Grant under Section 6 of the Arts Act 2003, has been received from   the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:- 

	Ref:
	Name of Group
	Type of Application
	Date Received  
	Amount

	Agf795
	Lucan Concert Band
	Arts Grant
	20/6/2013
	€650


It was proposed by Councillor E. Higgins, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report."

The report was NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor E. Higgins and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the Lucan Area Committee – 24th September 2013 - Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED”.
H4a)/1013
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - 
DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following Draft Calendar of Meeting dates was APPROVED by the Members at the Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee Meeting held on 19th September 2013:

DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2013

	DATE  


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 04 Nov.


	Environment Strategic Policy Committee


	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	02/10/13

Business to Director of Environmental Services 

	Tues. 05 Nov.
	
	
	

	Wed. 06 Nov.
	Economic Development (incl. Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee 


	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	04/10/13

Business to Director of Land Use, Economic & Transport Planning

	 Thur. 07 Nov.
	
	
	

	Fri. 08 Nov.
	
	
	


	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 11 Nov.


	1st CPG Budget Meeting

County Council Meeting
	12.30 pm - 2.30 pm

3.30 pm - 6.30 pm
	29/10/13

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 12 Nov.
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services 

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries   Strategic Policy Committee
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm


	30/10/2013

Business to SEO Roads and Water Services

*(For planning files see below)

10/10/13

Business to Director of Corporate, H.R. & Libraries

	Wed. 13 Nov. 
	Sports, Recreation,  Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee 
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	11/10/13

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	 Thur. 14 Nov.
	Transportation Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 pm - 7.00 pm


	14/10/13

Business to Director of Roads & Water Services

	Fri. 15 Nov.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 06/11/13

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 18 Nov.
	
	
	

	Tues. 19 Nov.
	
	
	

	Wed. 20 Nov.
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	07/11/13

Business to SEO Development, Economic & Transport Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	 Thur. 21 Nov.
	Traffic Management Meetings –

· Lucan

· Rathfarnham

· Clondalkin 

Organisation, Procedure & Finance Committee (in committee)
	2.00 pm - 2.30 pm

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 3.30 pm

3.30 pm - 5.30 pm


	08/11/13

	Fri. 22 Nov.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 14/11/13

	DATE
	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 25 Nov.
	2nd CPG Budget Meeting

Tallaght Traffic Management Meeting 

Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & 

Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Community, Housing, Environment, Parks, Planning* & Development, Roads & Water Services, Corporate Services & Libraries

Housing & Social Development Strategic Policy Committee

	12.30 pm - 2.30 pm

2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

3.00 pm - 5.30 pm

5.30 pm - 7.00 pm
	12/11/13

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)
23/10/13

Business to Director of Housing, Social & Community Development

	Tues. 26 Nov.
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	13/11/13

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 27 Nov.
	Deputations
	2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
	

	Thur. 28 Nov.
	Special Budget Organisation, Procedure & Finance
	3.30pm - 5.30pm
	

	Fri. 29 Nov.
	Joint Policing Committee
	3.00 pm - 5.00 pm
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 19/11/13

**Planning file requests to be received by 20/11/13

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 02 Dec.
	
	
	

	Tues. 03 Dec.
	
	
	

	Wed. 04 Dec.
	Audit Committee
	8.00 am – 9.30 am
	

	 Thur. 05 Dec.
	Statutory Budget Meeting
	3.30 pm -
	

	Fri. 06 Dec.
	
	
	


	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 09 Dec.

	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting


	12.30 pm - 2.00 pm

3.30 pm - 6.30 pm
	26/11/13

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 10 Dec.
	Rathfarnham Area Committee

Planning* & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	27/11/13

Business to SEO Roads and Water Services

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 11 Dec.
	
	
	

	 Thur. 12 Dec.
	Adjourned Budget Meeting 

(If Necessary)
	3.30 pm -
	

	Fri. 13 Dec.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 04/12/13
	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 16 Dec.
	Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & 

Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Community, Housing, Environment, Parks, Planning* & Development, Roads & Water Services, Corporate Services & Libraries
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	03/12/13

Business to SEO Housing Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 17 Dec.
	Lucan Area Committee

Planning** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	04/12/13

Business to SEO Roads & Water Services

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 18 Dec.
	Clondalkin Area Committee

Planning*** & Development, Corporate Services & Libraries, Community, Housing, Parks, Environment, Roads & Water Services
	3.00 pm - 5.30 pm
	05/12/13

Business to SEO Planning Dept.

*(For planning files see below)

	 Thur. 19 Dec.
	
	
	

	Fri. 20 Dec.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 10/12/13

**Planning file requests to be received by 11/12/13

***Planning file requests to be received by 12/12/13

	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 23 Dec.
	
	
	

	Tues. 24 Dec.
	
	
	

	Wed. 25 Dec.
	CHRISTMAS DAY
	
	

	 Thur. 26 Dec.
	
	
	

	Fri. 27 Dec.
	
	
	


	DATE


	MEETING / FUNCTION
	TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 30 Dec.
	
	
	

	Tues. 31 Dec.
	
	
	

	Wed. 01 Jan. 
	NEW YEAR’S DAY
	
	

	 Thurs 02 Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 03 Jan.
	
	
	


NOTES:    

December meetings of the Joint Tallaght Area Committee (1) & (2), and the Lucan Area Committee, have been moved forward one week due to the Christmas period.

BUDGET TIMETABLE:

	Timetable
	Budget 2014 (2013 Dates)
	Times of Meetings

	Assumed prescribed periods 
	24th Nov 2013 - 15 January 2014
	

	CPG 1st  Meeting
	Mon 11th  Nov
	12.30 pm - 2.30 pm

	CPG 2nd Meeting
	Mon 25 Nov 
	12.30 pm – 2.30 pm

	Special Budget Organisation, Procedure & Finance Meeting
	Thursday 28th November 
	3.30 pm – 5.30 pm

	First Statutory Meeting
	Thursday 5 Dec 2013
	3.30 pm - 

	Adjourned Meeting
	Thursday 12 Dec 2013
	3.30 pm –”


The Calendar was APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave.

H4b)/1013
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE & FINANCE COMMITTEE - 
REPORT ON CONFERENCES / SEMINARS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was approved at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 19th September 2013:

“Section 142 (5) of Local Government Act 2001 provides for the authorization of Members’ attendance at conferences both home and abroad. 

Listed below are conferences which have been notified to South Dublin County Council and whose appropriateness has been vetted by the members’ working group in accordance with Circ Letter 02/10.

Members who have expressed an interest in attending these conferences are also listed:

Home Conferences from June 30th 2013
	Conference
	Host
	Venue
	Date
	Councillor Attending 
	Fee 

	54th Annual Yeats International Summer School:  the Gathering
	Yeats Society Ireland
	Yeats Memorial Building, Sligo
	28th July -

9th August 
	
	€400

	Sliabh Luachra Summer School - The Gathering 
	IRD Duhallow, Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann,

Cork Co. Co.
	Bruach Na Carraige,

Rockchapel,

Co. Cork 
	30th July -  6th August 


	T. Gilligan
	€50

	Community Development, Arts & Sports     
	BG Seminarz
	Quality Hotel ,

Killarney,

Co. Kerry
	26th - 27th July
	B. Lawlor
	€150

	33rd MacGill Summer School
	MacGill Summer School
	Glenties, 

Co. Donegal
	28th July -  3rd August
	
	€150

	Parnell Summer School
	Parnell Society
	Avondale,

Co. Wicklow
	11th - 17th August
	
	none advised as yet

	Merriman Summer School
	Cumann Merriman
	Lisdoonvarna, Co. Clare
	14th -18th August
	
	none advised as yet

	Building Safer Communities
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Connacht Hotel, Galway
	16th -17th August
	
	€120



	Community Development
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Connacht Hotel, Galway
	23rd – 24th August
	
	€120

	Changing Social Relations of Housing Tenure
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Westport Plaza Hotel,

Castlebar St.,

Co. Mayo
	30th - 31st August
	
	€120

	Community Mental Health and the Elected Member
	BG Seminarz
	Clanree Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
	20th - 22nd September
	B. Lawlor
	€150

	James Fintan Lalor Inaugural School
	Dunmaise Arts Society
	Dunmaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise, 

Co. Laois
	20th - 21st September
	
	€10 Day Ticket

	Exploring Epilepsy
	Epilepsy Association
	Tullamore Court Hotel, Tullamore,

Co. Offaly
	21st September
	
	€40

	How the Elected Member can Combat Crime
	BG Seminarz
	Quality Hotel,

Killarney,

Co. Kerry
	27th - 29th September
	
	€150

	AMAI 101 Annual Conference
	Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland  
	Inchydoney Lodge and Spa, Clonakilty, 

Co. Cork
	12th -14th September
	T. Ridge
	€175

	Kennedy Summer School
	JFK Trust
	St. Michaels Theatre, 

New Ross,

Co. Wexford
	12th – 14th September
	J. Lahart
	€99

	Tendering Process
	Ace Training
	Four Seasons Hotel, Carlingford,

Co. Louth
	4th – 6th October
	
	€100

	Internet Elections
	Councillor Conferences
	Louis Fitzgerald Hotel,

Newlands X,  Naas Road, D22
	4th - 6th October 
	
	€89

	LAMA Autumn Seminar
	Local Authorities Members Association
	Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, 

Co Clare 
	11th -12th October 
	T. Ridge

P. Cosgrave 
	€150




The following table shows Members’ attendance at conferences from 15th May to 19th September:

	Conference
	Host
	Venue
	Date 
	Councillor  Attended 
	Fee 

	Common Agricultural Policy after 2013
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Connacht Hotel,

Galway


	24th – 25th May 
	T. Gilligan 
	€100

	Sport Aiding Mental Health
	Donegal Co. Council
	Jacksons Hotel,

Ballybofey,

Co. Donegal
	30th - 31st May 
	T. Delaney 
	€100

	The Nursing Home Support Scheme
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Connacht Hotel,

Galway


	30th  May - 1st June 
	T. Gilligan 
	€150

	European Legislation and Local Authorities

Conference 
	ACE Training 
	Four Seasons Hotel, Carlingford, 

Co. Meath
	7th - 9th June 
	T. Gilligan
	€100

	Community Development, Arts & Sports
	BG Seminarz
	Quality Hotel, Killarney
	26th - 27th July 
	B. Lawlor 
	€150

	The Gathering Sliabh Luachra Summer School
	Sliabh Luachra Summer School
	Bruach Na Carraige,

Rockchapel
	30th July - 6th August 
	T. Gilligan
	 €50

	Building Safer Communities
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Connacht Hotel,

Galway
	16th - 17th August 
	T. Gilligan
	€120

	Community Development 
	Esperanza Enterprises
	Connacht Hotel,

Galway
	23rd - 24th August 
	T. Ridge
	€120


As authorisation under this section is a reserved function Members are required to pass the following resolution:

“In accordance with Section 142 (5) of the Local Government Act, 2001 attendance by Members at the Conferences / Seminars outlined in the report is hereby authorized.”

Attendances at Conferences and Seminars were APPROVED on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Devine.

H5a)/1013
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ENVIRONMENT SPC

(i)  Minutes of 7th May 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:  

“Attendance

Members 



Officials

Councillor John Lahart Cathaoirleach
   John Quinlivan, Director Environmental Services Councillor Breda Bonner 

   Yvonne Dervan, Senior Executive Officer

Councillor Emma Coburn                     Dave O’Brien, Principal Environmental Health Officer
Councillor Máire Devine

    Maire NiDhomhnaill, Project Manager
Councillor Eamonn Tuffy


   
  
Councillor Eamonn Walsh
  


 

Sectoral Interests

Una Ruddock 

Connie Kiernan – Community Forum

Apologies

Councillor Chris Bond

Councillor John Hannon
Councillor Guss O’Connell
Councillor William Lavelle
 
Sherri Brennan 

Mary Keegan
Pat Lee

             

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor John Lahart presided.
Item 1

Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 4th February 2013. 

Proposed by, Cllr Lahart seconded by Cllr Tuffy and Agreed 
Item 2

Matters Arising 

C Kiernan raised the issue of the Litter Fine update with a contribution from Cllr M Devine. Following a response from D O’Brien, Principal Environmental Health Officer and J Quinlivan, Director of Services, it was agreed to list the item ‘Litter Fine & Payment Update’ on the next meeting’s agenda.
Item 3
Noise Action Plan
Dave O’Brien, Principal Environmental Health Officer gave a presentation on the Draft Dublin Environmental Noise Action Plan 2013-2018 including a review of the Noise action Plan 2008-2013. public consultation commences on 9th May 2013 for a 6 week period.

Following contributions from Cllr Devine, Cllr Tuffy. Cllr. Walsh, Cllr Bonner and Cllr. Lahart Mr. O’ Brien responded to questions raised by the members.  
Item 4

Sustainable Development
Ms Una Ruddock, Environment representative gave a presentation on Sustainability and outlined the role played by various sectors – Irish Environmental Network (IEN), Environmental Pillar and the Environment, community and Local Government sector and policies and plans that are in place to put in place a structure to support sustainable development.

Following contributions from Cllr. Lahart, Cllr. Tuffy, Ms. Kiernan and clarification from 
Director of Services, J Quinlivan it was agreed that as the Environment pillar was not represented on all Strategic Policy committees that the report should be sent to all SPC’s for information purposes.

Item 5

Food waste Regulations Report and presentation

Ms Dervan, Senior Executive Officer gave a presentation on the European Union (Household Food Waste and Bio-waste) Regulations 2013, outlining the obligations on household waste collectors and households and the role of the Local authority.

Contributions were made by Cllr. Lahart, Cllr Bonner, Ms Ruddock, Cllr Coburn, Cllr Devine and Ms Dervan and Mr Quinlivan responded to the questions raised by the members.

Item 6

Draft Litter byelaws 

Amended draft Litter bye-laws were presented by Maire Ni Dhomhnaill including those requested at the February meeting. It was agreed to prepare the document for public consultation and come before the September meeting of the SPC. 
Item 

A.O.B. 
The meeting concluded at 7.05p.m.”
The minutes were NOTED. 
H5b)/1013
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) SPC
(i) Report of Meeting 4th September 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Attended

	Cllr G O’Connell
	Cllr M Devine

	Cllr C Brophy
	Cllr P Cosgrave

	Cllr P Kearns
	Cllr AM Dermody

	Cllrs W Lavelle
	Cllr C Bond

	Cllr C King
	Cllr C Jones

	Cllr M Corr
	Cllr D Looney

	Cllr E Tuffy
	Cllr T Gilligan

	Cllr E Coburn
	Mr S Giblin


      
 Officials present:

 Mr. D McLoughlin, Manager

 Mr. F Nevin, Director of Services

 Mr. C Ryan-Senior Planner

 Ms S Duff – Senior Executive Planner

 Ms. A Carroll, South Dublin Chamber

 Ms. E. Colgan – Senior Staff Officer

 Ms. M Heffernan – Assistant Staff Officer

 Apologies:  Mr. N Durkan, Mr. D Anderson, Mr. G Robinson,

Cllr P Kearns opened the meeting, a minutes silence was observed as a mark of respect to the late Kevin Tallon.  Cllr King through the chair passed on his condolences to Kevin’s wife and extended family.

F Nevin thanked Cllr King for his kind and appropriate words and wished to be associated with the condolences conveyed to the Tallon family.
	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 29th May 2013 were proposed by Cllr C Brophy and seconded by Cllr E Tuffy and agreed.

It was agreed that the order of business would be varied so that the Presentation by the Manager would follow Headed Item 3


	Headed Item 2  -  Economic Development Strategy update and future support for Economic Development

· Progress Report to Economic Development SPC
F Nevin presented his report.



	

	

	

	Headed Item 3 –  Update from SPC Working Group

(a) Promotion of County (including Signage/Wayfinding)

(b) Potential demonstration project

(c) Business Marketing

C Ryan and A Carroll presented their reports.


	Headed Item 3 (a)

·  Presentation to South Dublin County Council Economic Development SPC
The Manager, D McLoughlin presented his report.

Following detailed discussion to which Cllrs Looney, Cosgrave, Devine, Brophy, Lavelle, & Tuffy contributed. F Nevin and the Manager responded to issues and queries raised.  It was agreed that Cllr Cosgrave would meet with Ms Carroll regarding training & improvement of skill base for the unemployed in the County.  



	Headed Item 4 –  Progress since SPC Working Group Meeting

This item was taken in conjunction with the above presentations.



	Headed Item 5 – Update on LEO

This item was taken in conjunction with the Manager’s presentation.



	Headed Item 6 -  AOB

It was agreed that the next Working Group Meeting would take place on 10th October 2013 at 8am

Meeting concluded at  7.05pm”


The report was NOTED.  

(ii)
   Minutes of Meeting 29th May 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Attended

	Cllr P Kearns (Chair)
	Cllr G O’Connell

	Cllr M Devine
	Cllr C Jones

	Cllr  E Tuffy
	Mr.  N Durkan

	Cllr  C Bond
	Mr. D Anderson

	Cllr  C King
	

	Cllr  T Gilligan
	


      Officials present:


Mr. C Ryan-Senior Planner


Ms S Duff – Senior Executive Planner


Ms E. Colgan – Senior Staff Officer


Ms B Clifford – Staff Officer

Ms M Heffernan – Assistant Staff Officer

Apologies:  Mr. S Giblin.

Mr. L O’Byrne, CEO South Dublin County Enterprise Board attended the meeting as an observer 

	Headed Item 1
Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of Economic Development SPC on 13th February 2013 were proposed by Cllr P Kearns and seconded by Cllr E Tuffy and agreed.

	Headed Item 2  -  Reports from Working Group Meetings

C Ryan presented the above report.   It was agreed to discuss this report in conjunction with Headed Item 3

	

	

	

	Headed Item 3 – Report on work to date arising from Working Group Meetings

C Ryan presented the report.   Following detailed discussion to which Mr Neil Durkan & Cllrs M Devine, C King, P Kearns, G O’Connell & C Jones contributed. C Ryan responded to queries raised.  The reports were noted.

	Headed Item 4 –  AOB

It was agreed that a working group meeting was required to discuss matters raised under Headed Item 3 further. Following discussion it was agreed to meet on 11th July at 8am.  

C. Ryan drew the Members attention to the next SPC meeting which is to take place on 4th September – this meeting is open to all elected members to attend.

	Meeting concluded at  6.30pm”


The minutes were NOTED.  

H5c)/1013
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES SPC
(i)    Report of Meeting 10th September 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Members

Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr A M Dermody

Cllr M Duff

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr G O’Connell

Cllr E Walsh

Apologies

Cllr C Jones

In Attendance
Cllr E Coburn

Officials:

Philip Murphy, Director of Service

Georgina Byrne, County Librarian

Maria Donohoe, Children Services Co-ordinator

Orla Scannell, Arts Officer

Item 1
Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 14th May 2013

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee, which was held on 14th May 2013, were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Hannon,
Item 2
Report on Options for piece of Commemorative Art for 1916 

The Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave welcomed Ms. Orla Scannell, Arts Officer to the meeting.

Ms. Scannell introduced the Report which made reference to:

· Previous discussions which took place at the December 2012 and June 2013 meetings of the Council

· The existing artistic links in the County to 1916

· The current lack of funding for a commemorative piece, and

· Whether the centenary could be marked with alternative artistic commissions

Cllrs Cosgrave, Hannon, O’Connell, Walsh and Dermody raised a number of points relating to the report and Ms. Scannell and Mr. Murphy responded.

It was AGREED that a policy document would be prepared for further consideration by the Committee which would set parameters for considering issues such as budget options, suitability of locations and alternative artistic commissions.

Item 3
Report on Children’s Services Committee 

Ms. Maria Donohoe, Children’s Services co-ordinator was welcomed to the meeting by the Chair, Cllr. Cosgrave. Ms. Donohoe made a detailed presentation on the work undertaken through the Children’s Services Committee.

The presentation focussed on:

· The member organisations contributing to the Committee

· The detailed timeline of the work of the Committee

· The outputs that have been delivered to date

· The reports, evaluations and training carried out by the Committee

· The outcomes from the Parenting Working Group

· The development of best practise

· The workshop dissemination undertaken, and 

· A short summary of the innovative actions delivered through the programme. 

Cllrs Cosgrave, Dermody and O’Connell raised a number of queries regarding the presentation and Ms. Donohoe responded.

Item 4
Report on National Strategy for Libraries 2013 – 2017.

Ms. Georgina Byrne, County Librarian made a presentation on the recently published National Strategy for Libraries 2013 – 2017.

The presentation focussed on:

· An overview of the National Public Library Service

· A comparative profile of the South Dublin Library Service

· The history of previous Strategies 

· The vision for the current Strategy

· The manner of the delivery of the Strategy

· The seven strategic programmes through which the Strategy would be delivered, and 

· The key recommendations.

Ms. Byrne drew the special attention of the Committee to the closing date of 11th October 2013 for the receipt of submissions.

Cllrs Cosgrave and O’Connell raised a number of queries regarding the mobile library service and Ms. Byrne and Mr Murphy responded.

Item 3
AOB

· Mr Murphy confirmed next meeting date: Tuesday 12th November 2013 @ 5.30pm.

The meeting concluded at 6.55pm.”
The report was NOTED.  

(ii)    Minutes of Meeting 14th May 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Members:

Cllr P Cosgrave – Chair

Cllr A M Dermody

Cllr J Hannon

Cllr C Jones

Cllr G O’Connell

Apologies

Cllr M Duff

Ms D Quinn

Officials:

Philip Murphy, Director of Service
Georgina Byrne, County Librarian

Aoileann Nic Dhonnacha, Oifigeach Gaeilge.

Item 1
Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 12th February 2013

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee, which was held on 12th February 2013, were proposed by Cllr Cosgrave and seconded by Cllr Dermody

Item 2
Report on Irish Language Scheme 

The Chair Councillor Paddy Cosgrave Ms. Aoileann Nic Dhonnacha, Oifigeach Gaeilge to the meeting.

The presentation focused on:

· The Official Languages Act 2003 and the Council’s 2nd Irish Language Scheme

· The commitments made impact on every department of the Council

· One of few authorities to fully implement First Scheme

· New Scheme continues obligations of First Scheme while increasing our obligations

· New Scheme applies for next three years

· A general overview and outline of the Scheme was provided

· Irish is to be used at some level in all public events

· Essential when dealing with Gaelscoileanna

· Roads has been a particular area for actions and Book of Place names has been   published

· Revised procedures for taking in charge of roads to ensure that bilingual names are correct

· Significant level of support for Scheme throughout organisation
Cllrs Cosgrave, Dermody, Hannon and O’Connell raised a number of points relating to the presentation.

Item 3
Report on development of Heritage Walk App 

Ms. Georgina Byrne, County Librarian made a presentation on the work undertaken to develop the Heritage walk App.

The presentation focussed on:

· The Memory and Sense of Place that is being captured through the App

· The large volume of historical data that has been collected by the Library service

· How the use of technologies allows this wealth of data to be made available through the     Library website and by other means

· The Council’s Local Studies is an invaluable source of material 

· The junk mail of today has the potential to become the history of the future

· The Council’s History website is another valuable source of information

· The Heritage Walks for Rathfarnham and Lucan are now available

· All will be accessible through Smartphone technology

· The remaining villages in the county will be made available later this year

Cllr Cosgrave and Dermody raised a number of queries regarding the app and Ms. Byrne responded.

Item 4
Report on Penetration of Mobile Library Service 

Ms. Georgina Byrne, County Librarian made a presentation on the work of the Mobile Library Service.

The presentation focussed on:

· The need for a mobile service

· The objectives and targets of the service

· The scale of business delivered by the service including the busiest mobile library stops in the country

· The focus of the service each morning on primary schools, crèches, Traveller sites and nursing homes

· Each afternoon the service fans out to deliver at 59 designated stops throughout the County

· Providing a demonstration of how our membership mapping can demonstrate the demands on the service

· Providing details of how an innovative approach to working with schools through Early Start Programmes and Author Visits 

· How Reading Projects are now being delivered

· The current approaches to integrated family literacy and family learning including digital literacy

· How the mobile service is working on pre-lieracy development programmes

· How the award winning Ready2Read Programme is being delivered through the mobile service

· How the Summer Reading Support Programme will be delivered

· And concluded with a look at alternative service provision approaches.

Cllrs Cosgrave, Dermody, O’Connell, Hannon and Jones raised a number of queries regarding the mobile library service and Ms. Byrne and Mr. Murphy responded.

Item 3
AOB

· Mr Murphy confirmed next meeting date: Tuesday 10th  September 2013 @ 5.30pm.

The meeting concluded at 6.45pm.”

The minutes were NOTED and it was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor C. King and AGREED that the group leaders would meet with the Mayor to discuss a 1916 commemoration.
H5d)/1013
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - TRANSPORTATION SPC
(i)  Report of Meeting 5th September 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“PRESENT:
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr. C. Brophy
	Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer

	Cllr. P. Cosgrave
	Mr. A. O’Mullane,

Senior Executive Engineer

	Cllr. A. M. Dermody
	Mr. J. Coughlan, Project Engineer

	Cllr. C. Jones
	Ms C. Malone, Staff Officer

	Cllr. E. Higgins
	

	Cllr. J. Lahart
	

	Cllr. W. Lavelle
	

	Cllr. E. Tuffy
	

	Mr. Tom Newton
	

	Ms Betty Tyrrell Collard
	

	Apologies: Mr. K. Farrell and
Mr. M. Moran
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor C. Brophy presided.

1. Confirmation of Minutes

On the proposal of Cllr. P. Cosgrave, seconded by Mr. T. Newton the Minutes of the meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 29th May 2013 were CONFIRMED and APPROVED as a true record and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. M50 Travel Demand Study Presentation by NRA.

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Colm Brophy welcomed the NRA, represented by Ms Helen Hughes, Senior Project Manager (Strategic Planning), and Mr. Nigel O’Neill, Head of Commercial Operations, Procurement & Strategic Planning.  Also, present was Mr. Colin Acton of Aecom Consultants.  Ms Hughes gave a presentation on the Travel Demand Study recently prepared for the NRA as a consequence of the An Bord Pleanala approval to the M50 upgrade scheme which had already been presented to the SPC’s in Dunlaoghaire, Fingal and Dublin City Councils in early summer.  The presentation addressed the capacity issues and long term management of same along the M50 including the issue of possible additional tolling locations. 

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation but disagreed with the proposal for additional tolling points on the M50, noting the Minister’s objections to tolling at this time.

Following additional contributions from all the members present in relation to the use of the report and its contents in the future, its affect on public transport, the impact of variable speed limits, avoidance of additional tolling.

Mr. N. O’Neill (NRA) responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

3. Cashless Parking Payment System and Smart Phone App

HI 3 was NOT REACHED

This item was not reached and by agreement it will be re-scheduled for the next Transportation SPC.

4. Traffic Management at Newlands Cross during Interchange Construction Presentation

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. C. Brophy welcomed BAM, represented by Ms Yvonne Jones, and Mr. 
Darren Devanne.  Ms Jones and Mr. Devane gave a presentation addressing the issue of traffic management at Newlands Cross during the interchange upgrade.

Members of the Committee welcomed the presentation.  Following contributions from Cllrs Higgins, Cosgrave and Brophy; Mr. D. Devane (BAM) and Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
5. A.O.B.

No business


The meeting concluded at 6.55 p.m.
 _______________                              _______________
Councillor C. Brophy                             Date
Cathaoirleach”
The report was NOTED.  

(ii)  Minutes of Meeting 29th May 2013
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“PRESENT:
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C. Brophy
	T. Walsh Director of Service  

	Cllr A.M. Dermody
	J. McLoughlin Senior Engineer

	Cllr E. Coburn
	A. O’Mullane Senior Executive 
Engineer

	Cllr John Lahart
	

	Cllr P. Cosgrave
	

	Mr. Tom. Newton
	

	Apologies: Ms. Betty Tyrell Collard, 
Mr. K Farrell, Mr. M Moran,
Cllr. T. Ridge
	


Cllr. Colm Brophy chaired the meeting.

Headed Item 1 – Confirmation and Re-affirmation of Minutes

The minutes of meeting of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 7th February 2013 were proposed by Cllr Colm Brophy and seconded by Cllr Emma Coburn and agreed.

Headed Item 2 – Public Bike Scheme
Mr. John McLoughlin presented a report introducing a Public Bike Scheme Concept. A number of studies have been prepared by the National Transport Authority (NTA) to assess the potential of introducing public bike schemes in four cities; Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford, resulting in a number of reports including the following:

Proposals for Introducing Public Bike Schemes in Regional Cities - Technical Feasibility Study June 2011

-Proposals for Introducing Public Bike Schemes in Regional Cities –Funding and Procuring options report, June 2011

A further draft report titled 'Report on the feasibility of providing bike rental schemes within the Metropolitan towns outside Dublin City Centre’ was prepared by the NTA in 2012. Following on from this report, provision has been made to carry out a feasibility study into the provision of a Bike Hire Scheme for the towns of Dún Laoghaire and Tallaght. 

Following contributions from Cllr Cosgrave, Cllr Lahart, Cllr Coburn, Cllr Dermody Cllr Brophy and Mr. Newton during which the following issues were raised and discussed for inclusion in the feasibility study

Funding of Scheme

Ongoing Maintenance and Movement of bikes

Worry about vandalism in more urban settings.

Safety Issues (helmets)

Market Research

Tourism Potential

Cross County Boundary Issues

Ms T Walsh and Mr. J McLoughlin responded to the members queries. The report was noted and it was agreed that the Public Bike Scheme would go on a future Transportation SPC Agenda when the feasibility study was ready for discussion.

Headed Item 3 – Bike Week Update 

Ms. T Walsh updated the committee on the Council’s Bike Week aims and events. Bike Weekv commences on Saturday 15th June to Sunday, 23rd June, 2013, throughout which there will be free Bike Checks, Fun Cycles. Heritage Cycles, Tour de Cuisine, Tour de Romance and School Cycling Events. The Launch is on 16th June, 2013 – St. Enda’s to Rathfarnham 1 p.m.

E Coburn and Cllr J. Lahart, the report was NOTED.
Headed Item 4 – RITS Net EU Project Briefing

Mr. Andrew O’Mullane updated the members on South Dublin County Council’s involvement in the EU project on Regional Intelligent Transport Systems (RITS).

The project examines:

· Current trends in regional development call for a higher sustainability of existing transport policies through the use of Transport Telematics or Intelligent Transport Systems (usually named ITS) solutions. 

· European policy-makers recently adopted legislation for the deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems in the field of road transport, putting more emphasis on the use of ITS as a management tool of transport policies.

· Local ITS implementations are generally not interoperable when transport activities spread out across the administrative urban boundaries. 

· The 9 partners from 9 different EU countries will exchange their mobility policies and practices and the use they make of ITS applications to meet mobility challenges, through a balanced mix of interregional workshops, trainings and exchange of practices, gathering the best ITS solutions in use in a digital Tool-box. 

· The goal is that partner regions exploit the full potential of ITS solutions in the process of planning and implementing their regional mobility strategies, dealing with technical and non-technical aspects, creating their own ITS plans adapted to their specific local contexts.
Mr O’Mullane responded to queries from Cllr Cosgrave and Mr. Newton and the report was Noted.
Headed Item 5 – A.O.B.

Ms T Walsh informed the members of the Transportation SPC that Condition 7 of the statutory approval for the M50 Upgrade Scheme required the following:

Condition 7: A scheme of specific demand management measures for the M50 motorway corridor shall be published by the relevant road authorities not later than three years after the M50 Motorway Upgrade Scheme has been completed. (All elements of upgrade completed in September 2010)

Reason: To protect the traffic capacity provided by the M50 Motorway Upgrade Scheme over its design life.

A working group comprising the four Dublin local authorities and the National Roads Authority (together the “relevant road authorities”) was convened in 2012 to study appropriate measures for inclusion in such a Scheme.  The working group has now completed initial work in considering appropriate measures and considers that sufficient work has been completed to brief each of the for Strategic Policy Committees. 

The measures studied are grouped into three main strands.

1) Traffic Managements and Traffic Control Measures e.g. Variable Speed Limits and Incident Management systems

2) Fiscal measures, possibility of additional barrier free toll points, (in addition to the existing toll point at Westlink) 

3) Smarter Travel initiatives

4) Combination of the above measures.

The intention of the relevant road authorities is to publish a scheme of specific demand management measures for the M50 motorway corridor in advance of the September 2013 deadline set out by an Bord Pleanála. 

Following discussion from the members present it was agreed through the chair that the NRA would be invited into the September meeting of the Transportation SPC to present the findings of the M50 Travel Demand study to the members.

The meeting concluded at 7.05 p.m.”     

The minutes were NOTED.  

H5e)/1013
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY & PARKS SPC
(i) Report of Meeting 18th September 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C.  King
	B. Coman Director of Housing & Community 

	Cllr M. Duff
	W. Sheils S.E.O. Community Dept.

	Cllr.  G. Kenny
	D. Walsh Senior Community Officer

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	J. Morrissey  A/Senior Community Officer

	Cllr  D. Looney
	M. Hannon Senior Executive  Parks Superintendent

	Cllr. P. Cosgrave
	

	Cllr. E. Higgins
	

	C. Johnston
	

	S. Reid
	

	C. McCartney
	


1) Minutes of  previous meeting held on 8th May  2013

· Proposed:    C. King

· Seconded:   B. Lawlor

2) Matters Arising:      None

3) The Gathering 2013 presentation – S. Brooks   South Dublin County Tourism gave a very detailed presentation on events  marking  the  Gathering 2013, a  discussion ensued regarding  various  aspects of gathering events which  have  taken place so far  in this  year  of The  Gathering C. King, P. Cosgrave, D. Looney commended the presentation and work and involvement of  both South Dublin County Tourism and this Council.

4) M. Hannon Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, gave report on the Skateboard Park in Clondalkin  which was  opened  in June 2013. Cllr King enquired regarding the possibility of a skateboard for Tallaght and   C. Johnston concurred.

5)   W.  Sheils    highlighted  Halloween 2013 and  the  efforts to reduce bonfires and the effects  there of advising that the Council will promote and encourage a Safe Halloween with the objective of reducing injuries, environmental damage and the cost associated with this time of year. Cllrs M. Duff, P Cosgrave and C. King and C. Johnston and C. McCartney all contributed to a discussion  arising  out   of  report.
6) Cllr  P. Cosgrave took over  as  chair in the absence of  Cllr  King  at  6.15pm

7) D. Walsh gave a detailed  Presentation and Report on  Summer Project 2013 Cllr Cosgrave and C. McCartney enquired  regarding  sponsorship  of  Summer Projects,  D. Walsh  advised  that the  VEC receive  €400 per  project.   C.  Johnston noted that grant aid for these projects is very important. The  issues  of  Child  Protection  and  Garda  vetting were  raised 

Meeting concluded   at   6.50pm”

The report was NOTED.

(ii)  Minutes of Meeting 8th May 2013
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Attendance
	Members
	Officials

	Cllr  C.  King
	B. Coman Director of Housing & Community 

	Cllr M. Duff
	W. Sheils S.E.O. Community Dept.

	Cllr.  G. Kenny
	D. Walsh Senior Community Officer

	Cllr. B. Lawlor
	J. Morrissey  A/Senior Community Officer

	Cllr  D. Looney
	M. Hannon Senior Executive  Parks Superintendent

	Cllr. P. Cosgrave
	

	Cllr. E. Higgins
	

	C. Johnston
	

	S. Reid
	

	C. McCartney
	


8) Minutes of  previous meeting held on 8th May  2013

· Proposed:    C. King

· Seconded:   B. Lawlor

9) Matters Arising:      None

10) The Gathering 2013 presentation – S. Brooks   South Dublin County Tourism gave a very detailed presentation on events  marking  the  Gathering 2013, a  discussion ensued regarding  various  aspects of gathering events which  have  taken place so far  in this  year  of The  Gathering C. King, P. Cosgrave, D. Looney commended the presentation and work and involvement of  both South Dublin County Tourism and this Council.

11) M. Hannon Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, gave report on the Skateboard Park in Clondalkin  which was  opened  in June 2013. Cllr King enquired regarding the possibility of a skateboard for Tallaght and   C. Johnston concurred.

12)   W.  Sheils    highlighted  Halloween 2013 and  the  efforts to reduce bonfires and the effects  there of advising that the Council will promote and encourage a Safe Halloween with the objective of reducing injuries, environmental damage and the cost associated with this time of year. Cllrs M. Duff, P Cosgrave and C. King and C. Johnston and C. McCartney all contributed to a discussion  arising  out   of  report.
13) Cllr  P. Cosgrave took over  as  chair in the absence of  Cllr  King  at  6.15pm

14) D. Walsh gave a detailed  Presentation and Report on  Summer Project 2013 Cllr Cosgrave and C. McCartney enquired  regarding  sponsorship  of  Summer Projects,  D. Walsh  advised  that the  VEC receive  €400 per  project.   C.  Johnston noted that grant aid for these projects is very important. The  issues  of  Child  Protection  and  Garda  vetting were  raised 

Meeting concluded   at   6.50pm”
The minutes were NOTED and Councillor C. King congratulated the South Dublin County Tourism Board on their work on The Gathering 2013.  

H5f)/1013
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES - HOUSING & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT SPC
(i) Report of Meeting 23rd September 2013

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“PRESENT:

Members:



Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	A. Rooney
	Senior Staff Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	Representatives
	

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	D. Downey
	Deputy Director, Homeless 
Executive

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	L. Kelleher
	Communications Officer

	Cllr C. King
	Betty-Tyrrell-Collard 
	ICTU Representative

	Cllr D Looney                                      Foluke Oladosu   South Dublin 

	                                                                      Community  Platform

	

	Apologies

	Councillor Trevor Gilligan

	John Murphy, Agriculture / Farming

	

	The meeting was chaired by Councillor M. Corr


H-I(1)
MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 27th May 2013 were proposed by Councillor M. Duff seconded by Councillor C. King and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  

Ms. B. Tyrrell-Collard raised an issue of the Medical Priorities assigned to applicants in the Housing Grants Scheme.  Mr. B. Coman confirmed that the terminology used was as issued by the Department in it’s regulations and guidelines.

H-I(3)
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2014-2018

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014-2018 

The Council confirmed by way of advertisement in the national press and by correspondence sent to stakeholders, notice of its intention to publish a draft Traveller Accommodation Programme for 2014 – 2018. Following consultation with members of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, it was agreed to extend the period in which submissions could be made prior to the publication of the draft programme to Friday 20th September 2013.

The proposed timeline for the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014 – 2018 is as follows 

	Date
	Action

	8th August 2013
	Notice in intention to prepare a new draft Traveller 
Accommodation Programme for 2014 – 2018 printed in 
national press. Designated stakeholders also directly notified.

	20th September 2013
	Closing date for submissions prior to publication of draft
 programme

	2nd October 2013
	Publication of draft programme and commencement of 2 
month public consultation period

	November 2013 (date to be confirmed)
	Consultation Meeting with Local Traveller Accommodation
Consultative Committee

	November 2013 (date to be confirmed)
	Presentation of draft programme to Housing and Social
Development SPC

	2nd December 2013
	Closing date for submissions/public consultation

	9th December 2013
	Presentation of draft programme and Managers report on 
submissions to Council meeting for adoption.


Mr. B. Coman gave the meeting an update on the draft proposals for the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2014-2018. 

The draft programme will be put on public display for two months and then should go to the Council meeting in December/January for approval. 

Following a contribution from Councillor M. Corr, Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
HOMELESS STRATEGY

Mr. B. Coman gave an informative presentation on the Homeless Strategy. 

The draft Homeless Action Plan was also made available at the meeting.

A dvd : A Pathway to Home was shown to the meeting.

B. Coman gave the meeting an update on progress in relation to the proposed Homeless Action Plan Framework for the Dublin Region, 2014 to 2016, which is being Proposed for adoption by the Dublin Local Authorities.

The Plan was discussed and agreed by the regional Homeless Consultative Forum and the Statutory Management Group. The Plan’s objectives are in line with national policy.  There will be a detailed annual Business Plan for each year of the Action Plan, to be presented to the Housing SPC of each local authority.  The vision is to remove ‘rough sleepers’ from the streets.  As previously mentioned, there will also be a continuous reconfiguration process, in order to improve the effective delivery of services.  

Mr. B. Coman indicated that the regional funding remains the same in 2013 as it was for 2012.  He confirmed that there were 94 ‘rough sleepers’ in the Dublin area and there was a need for engagement.   The lack of one bedroomed accommodation in South Dublin was discussed.    Cllr. M. Corr requested that a streamlined standardised approach be used across the entire Dublin region, especially in relation to hospital and prison discharges.  The Council will work more closely with the H.S.E and the D.S.P. on this. Mr Coman highlighted the specific actions in the plan that relate to this.

Cllr. G.  Kenny asked how long it would take to house a homeless person in South Dublin?  Mr. B. Coman confirmed that there were 1800 presentations to South Dublin County Council in 2013 to date.  

There are a  total of 193 on the homeless list in South Dublin up to the end of August, 2013.  A total of 103 have been housed over three years, and also 162 housed in private rented accommodation. There were 278 presentations during the month of August, with 149 placed in private emergency accommodation.   

Mr. D. Downey confirmed that there was an established protocol from the H.S.E.   The housing options available are dependent on a local area’s pressures and needs.  Regarding those individuals who are running into difficulty with their private mortgages, there is a pilot scheme of ‘Mortgage to rent’ option available in Dublin City Council which is a pilot. Mr Coman advised that this will rolled out to all local authorities soon.

There is a commitment in the Plan for national standards.   A workshop on Homeless is being carried out on 2nd October in the Mansion House and all are invited to attend.  

Following a discussion to which Ms. B. Tyrell-Collard, Cllr. G. Kenny, Cllr. M. Duff and Cllr. M. Corr contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Mr. D. Downey, Deputy Director, Dublin Regional Homeless Executive and Ms. L. Kelleher, Communications Officer,  responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(5)
ENERGY INITIATIVES UPDATE

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“Energy Initiatives Update

Thermal improvement to occupied houses
Tymon North  

105 units identified in Tymon North, all have been surveyed by REIL, and 80 of these have been given to the contractor appointed to do the insulation in this area.  Work commenced on the 28th August on the first 5.  The Clerk of Works for this project has reported this morning that progress very slow to date as trying to make sure everything is completed to specification.  6 completed to-date but expect to speed up once the teething problems have been overcome.  Target of 30 completions by end of September and remainder in October.
St Aonghus
41 houses have been identified and 37 have been surveyed by REIL.   They hope to complete the balance by end of week.  The contractor commenced work today 17th September.  We will be changing approx 25 attic tanks and also putting mechanical vents in the bathrooms as they have no form of ventilation in the bathrooms.  Hope to have 2/3 completed by end of September and remainder in October.
Tymonville
93 addresses have been sent to REIL for surveying who confirmed that they will be starting to do so on the 18th September.

BETTER ENERGY WARMER HOMES PILOT 
Deansrath
58 tenants written to originally.

5 not interested

32 eligible

32 houses were originally identified and sent to SEAI.  Confirmation was received on 16th August that this project has been given to a contractor.  It was his responsibility to deliver the scheme to the required standard.  The surveys were carried out around end of August and the insulation work commenced on 9th September and was completed on 17th September. The Council installed windows in 4 houses under the Window Programme.  The job is now completed.  This work was carried out at the expense of SEAI.

BETTER ENERGY AREA BASED WARMER HOMES 2013 
Kiltalown 
75 houses were identified under this scheme of which 60 are SDCC rented dwellings.  All the houses have been surveyed by REIL. Works will be funded by SEAI and Council and works will be carried out mainly by SDCC with some being carried out by REIL including pre and post BER certification.

It is being project managed by REIL as lead applicant with SDCC monitoring their own works.  Some Energy works on Kiltalown House are included in the application.  These works must be completed by end of October. Part of the scheme was the installation of windows in 12 houses – 6 of the windows have already been installed and the remainder next week.  The energy works are being carried out by contractor who commenced on 5th September.  We also have to replace approx. 34 attic tanks.  The mechanical contract has also started with the installation of controls and some heating systems.

Summary 
Number of houses on site                      206

Estimated completed by end of September

30 houses in Tymon North         @ average €2,500 per house = €75,000

3 houses in St Aonghus             @   average €2,500 per house =     7,500

10 houses in Kiltalown               @ average €2,500 per house   =      €25,000

Total of 43                                @ €2,500 per house = €107,500

Balance of the 206 to be completed in October = 163     @  2,500 = €407,500

Estimated total expenditure in 2013                                = €515,000

 Relets

In addition to above there will also be some houses completed under relets, which could  result in a further 10 houses      @ 2,500 =  €25,000, bringing total expenditure of €540,000.”

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Duff and C. King contributed,  Mr.  B. Coman responded to queries raised.  Cllr. C. King expressed his thanks to the Housing staff responsible for the delivery of the programmes. 

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
HOUSING NEEDS ANALYSIS BREAKDOWN

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“Housing Needs Analysis Breakdown

HOUSING   NEEDS   ASSESSMENT 2013 
List of 10,361 names and addresses were sent to printer on 13/03/2013

Sent by post 15/03/2013 with return date for HNA Form 05/04/2013 

	HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT 2013

	Forms Sent
	10361
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Returned by closing date 05/04/13
	4731
	46%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Returned to 1/08/13
	6687
	65%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	   
	 
	 
	 

	Not returned at 29/07/13
	3674
	35%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 


Of 6687 assessed 162 (2%) determined as not eligible for social housing

Housing List 6525
· 68% Irish Citizens 

· 11% Non-EEA / EU 

· 18% employed 

· 63% Social Welfare only 

· 16% under age 25 

· 2% over age 60 

· 57% between ages 25-40 

· 24% income less than €10k 

· 51% income between €10k - €20k 

· 28% couple with dependants 

· 35% female with dependants 

· 8% male with dependants 

· 21% more than 5 years on list 

· 15% less than 1 year on list 

· 75% in Private Rented with 85% of those on RS”

Mr. B. Coman confirmed that almost one third of applicants did not reply to the correspondence and follow up communications issued for the H.N.A.  Following a contribution from Councillors M. Duff, P. Kearns and B. Bonner,  Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Corr, and AGREED in accordance with Standing Order No. 23, to suspend standing orders for a further ten minutes to complete the order of business.

H-I(7)
REVIEW OF THE SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING ASPECTS OF PART V OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT, 2000.

Mr. B. Coman gave a presentation.
There is a review of the social and affordable aspects of Part V of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.

Between the years 2004- 2010, 1,300 units of social housing were acquired under Part V.  Nationally, 15,114 units were delivered under the Act. However, this is 4% of all developments carried out during this period, which is well below what could have been acquired.   South Dublin County Council have 148 unsold affordable units, which the Department sanctioned could be used for social housing needs.  It would not be advantageous to suspend Part V of the Act , as there are on-going contracts to negotiate and fulfill.  There must also be a community gain involved. 

It was noted that a draft review must be completed by Friday, 27th September, and Mr. B. Coman requested any observations for inclusion should be forwarded to him by the Committee for inclusion in the draft.  A copy of the draft submission will be communicated to those attending the meeting.  

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, M. Duff and P. Kearns contributed,  Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised and undertook to prepare a draft submission and forward to members before deadline date of 27th September 2013.

The report was NOTED.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm            

Siniú:______________

Dáta:
_________________ 
     An Cathaoirleach”
The report was NOTED.  

(ii)  Minutes of Meeting 27th May 2013 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“PRESENT:

Members:


Council Officials:
	Cllr B. Bonner
	B. Coman
	Director of Services

	Cllr M. Corr
	H Hogan
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr M. Duff       
	M. Maguire
	Senior Executive Officer

	Cllr P. Kearns     
	E Conlon
	Staff Officer

	Cllr G. Kenny    
	
	

	Cllr Cathal King
	
	

	Cllr B. Lawlor    

	Cllr D Looney   

	Cllr M McDonagh  

	

	Apologies

	Betty  Tyrrell Collard, Dept Enterprise, Trade & Employment, Trade Union

	John Murphy, Agriculture / Farming

	

	The meeting was chaired by Councillor M. Corr


H-I(1)
MINUTES

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 25th February 2013 were proposed by Councillor M. Corr seconded by Councillor D. Looney and confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

H-I(2)
MATTERS ARISING  

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

H-I(3)
UPDATE ON HOUSING POLICY
Mr. B. Coman gave a presentation on update on Housing proposals from the Department of Environment Community and Local Government.

The National Housing Budget 2013 suggests Capital Allocation is decreasing while the Revenue Allocation is increasing, emphasising the move to the more flexible delivery of housing options such as leasing and RAS from new build. Housing Grants allocation has dramatically decreased. The Homeless allocation has remained the same. The Traveller Accommodation allocation has also been decreased.

The Housing Assistance Payment(HAP) is a new assistance payment to ultimately replace RS designed to bring all the social housing payments provided by the state into the Local Authority System. South Dublin County Council will be a pilot for the Scheme. Two conditions are considered necessary before taking on this scheme; (1) Direct deduction at source, (2) it cannot create a cash-flow situation for the Council. 

The Housing Bill 2013 is expected to be introduced in the near future. This will make provision for HAP. It will also introduce a new Tenant Purchase Scheme introducing the incremental purchase scheme. 

The new Homeless Strategy is to be presented in October. The Traveller Accommodation Programme is also to be presented in October. The new proposed Differential Rents Scheme will be brought before the Council in 2013 also. These three items will be discussed at the next meeting of the Housing and Social SPC in September 2013.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King D Looney and M. Corr contributed Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.
The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
UPDATE ON HOUSING GRANT SCHEMES

The following report which had been circulated was NOTED:

“The Council operates three Housing Grant Schemes for older people and those who are disabled as follows:

· The Housing Adaptation Grant Scheme for People with a Disability (HAGS) 

· The Mobility Aids Grant Scheme (MAGS) 

· The Housing Aid for Older People Scheme (HOPS)

These grants are available in respect of owner occupied dwellings andcertain rented dwellings (subject to written permission being provided by the Landlord). The schemes provide that grants may be awarded by South Dublin County Council to qualified applicants subject to the criteria set out in the regulations - Housing (Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability) Regulations 2007 - and associated guidance documents issued by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DoECLG).

The Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes for Older People and People with  expenditure on the payment of individual grants. These schemes, introduced in November 2007, are funded by 80% recoupment available from the Department of the Environment Community and Local Government together with a 20% contribution from the resources of the local authority.

The Council was notified by letter dated 1st March 2013 of its 2013 *Combined Capital Allocation for the payment of the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability Schemes in the sum of €1,213,986.05. This allocation represented a 40% reduction (nationally) on the 2012 spend on these grants.

The Council made a submission to the DoECLG outlining the position of the Council in relation to the funding and asked that favorable consideration be given to potentially source additional funding for these vital Housing Grant Schemes for South Dublin County Council.

A motion passed at the April 2013 Council Meeting was also submitted to the Minister.

Following the submissions to the DoECLG notification of Supplementary Funding for Private House Grants 2013 was received dated 22nd April 2013. This notification advised that the Department had agreed to release funds identified from a contingency reserve to the Local Authorities that had written requesting supplementary funding and that an additional €100,889 has been added bringing the combined exchequer and LA funding to €1,340,098.
10 Local Authorities who made submissions benefited from an additional allocation.

While this additional approval is very welcome the table hereunder in relation to 2013 activity reflects the ongoing need to administer the scheme by applying an effective and easy to understand scheme of prioritisation on the basis of the medical needs of the applicant. The three levels of medical priority advised to this Council by DoECLG are as follows:

1. Priority 1: Terminally ill or mainly dependent on family or a carer, or where alterations/adaptations would facilitate the discharge from hospital or alleviate hospitalisation in the future. 

2. Priority 2: Mobile, but needs assistance in accessing facilities, or where, without the adaptation the disabled person's ability to function independently would be hindered. 

3. Priority 3: The applicant is independent, but requires special facilities to improve their quality of life, e.g. separate bedroom or living space. 

2013 ACTIVITY
Applications PAID from 01/01/2013 - 30/4/2013: 
	Scheme
	No of applications
	Paid 1st Jan â€“ 30th April 2013

	HAGS
	43
	461,866.10

	MAGS
	32
	143,677.30

	HOPS
	14
	62,760.60

	
	Total
	668,304.00


Applications Approved WAITING PAYMENT from 01/01/2013 - 30/4/2013:
	Scheme
	No of applications
	Amounts

	HAGS
	49
	557,904.75

	MAGS
	21
	93,290.19

	HOPS
	6
	26,056.01

	
	Total
	677,250.95


* Combined Allocation refers to the overall Approved Allocation which is 80% funded from exchequer (€1,072,078) and 20% funded from the Council’s own revenue resources (€268,020). 

The situation is continuing to be monitored on a weekly basis and a review of the financing for the Grant Schemes has been initiated by the various stakeholders including the Local Government Management Agency, The City & County Managers Association and The DOECLG. South Dublin County Council will represent The Local Authority Sector on the Review Committee. The Council will be meeting senior officials of the Department at a Housing Action Plan meeting on 28th May 2013 and this matter is on the Agenda.”

Ms M. Maguire summarised the report. Despite the reduction in the grant allocation from the Department South Dublin County Council will continue to evaluate the situation. As the item is listed on the agenda for the Housing Action Plan meeting South Dublin County Council will make a strong application for extra allocation should it become available, and any decision on surplus / contingency finding from the Department of Environment Community & Local Government will likely be made when the 2014 budgets and 2013 outturn is being examined in October 2013.  At that time unspent allocations by other Local Authorities will be put back into the Grants budget and reallocated.   In the interim South Dublin County Council will continue to receive and assess new applications, but approval will be strictly on a priority 1 basis.

Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney, C. King and P. Kearns contributed Ms M. Maguire and Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
SOCIAL HOUSING ENERGY SCHEMES

Mr. H. Hogan gave a presentation.

Past models have concentrated on bringing voids back into stock and including   energy improvements in them. The Council has undertaken a number of new and innovative opportunities to improve its stock. There are four schemes in place:

Fabric Improvement, Better Energy Warmer Homes Deansrath, Better Energy Warmer Homes Kiltalown, Better Energy Communities Programme 2013. Phase 3 of the Refurbishment Programme is completed. It is hoped there will be a Phase 4. 

Following a discussion to which Councillors D. Looney and C. King contributed Mr. H. Hogan and Mr B. Coman responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED.

H-I(4)
UPDATE ON QUALITY OF LIFE STRATEGY

Mr B. Coman gave an updated presentation on the Strategy. 

This included a draft of the quality of life and well-being strategy for South Dublin County
The structure of the Strategy is based on the 4 outlined themes and the implementation, monitoring and review of the strategy will take place over these themes.

The Strategy is structured in 3 sections 

· Overview

· Priorities outlining their thematic context and our approach

· An implementation plan

The Quality of Life Strategy is pioneering a new Web-based system to facilitate the monitoring of the implementation of the Strategy and map activities. It will be an important management tool which will report back on the impact of the strategy programmes, projects and/or events.

The proposed Socio-Economic Committees (SEC) will replace the County Development Boards having responsibility for the planning and oversight of local/community development actions at local level, development of a 5 year community development plan and the increased responsibility for enterprise support through the Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) of the local authorities. The Quality of Life Strategy will have a role in the development of the Plan.
It will help in the work we can do in coordination and participation of other statutory bodies.

Following a contribution from Councillor P. Kearns, Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.

The report was Agreed and Recommended for adoption.

H-I (6) ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The meeting concluded at   7.10 pm            

Siniú:___Marie Corr______
Dáta:
__23rd September, 2013 
    An Cathaoirleach”
The minutes were NOTED.

H6/1013
REPORT OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE MEETING 6th SEPTEMBER, 2013
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was  CONSIDERED:

“The Joint Policing Committee met on 6th September, 2013 in County Hall, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Documents presented at the meeting are available on  the CMAS  system. 

Attendance:  Committee Members

	Cllr. G. O’Connell (Chair)
	Mayor Cllr. D. Looney

	Cllr. P. Kearns
	Cllr. G. Kenny

	Cllr. E. Walsh
	Cllr. J. Hannon

	Cllr. W. Lavelle
	Cllr. C. Brophy

	Cllr. P. Cosgrove
	D. McLoughlin

	B. Coman
	Chief Superintendent D. Coburn

	Jim Lawlor

	Chief Superintendent B. Mangan

	Robert Dowds TD
	


In attendance: Superintendent Dermot Mann, Superintendent Peter Duff,   Superintendent Brendan Connolly, A. Byrne, w. Sheils, S. O’Gorman, A. Lane

The following is a summary of the business of the JPC:

HGV

An update was given on the new legislation regarding new legislation which will come into effect in October 2013.

Irish Youth Justice 

Ruairí Gogan gave a comprehensive presentation on the Irish Youth Justice Service

Reports were presented on behalf of the 

Parks Sub-group and the Intimidation Sub-group.

Local Policing Fora

Reports were circulated on behalf of the three local policing in Tallaght, Clondalkin and North Clondalkin

Garda Reports

Reports were circulated by Chief Superintendents Mangan and Coburn.

Annual Plan

An update was given on the Annual Plan.

The Joint Policing Committee will next meet on 29th November, 2013.”
The report was NOTED.  

H7/1013
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES   

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
QUESTIONS FOR NOTING

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, Questions numbered Q1 – Q13 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
Q1/1013
TALLAGHT VILLAGE – VILLAGE INITIATIVES

QUESTION: Councillor M. Devine
To ask the Manager for a report on Village Revival for the County with a particular focus on the County Town - Tallaght Village?
REPLY:
Following on from the launch of the Villages Initiative earlier this year a multi-disciplinary team has been established and has completed initial survey work.  The commitment to complete surveys and SWOT analysis has also been completed and the findings complied as a report for each village, including Tallaght. At the recent meeting of the Organisation Procedure and Finance Committee on 19th September 2013, under Headed Item 5, the County Manager delivered a presentation to the Members on how it is intended to revise and reformat the Villages Initiative to become a 5-year programme commencing 2014.  The Villages Initiative to date centred on the use of direct grant-aid to local groups to carry out works and events on an ad hoc basis. The new programme will define landscape, public realm, signage / branding, and tourist trail strategies for each village and direct existing Council works programmes to engage with and deliver these strategies.  Larger individual projects augmenting unique selling points of each village will be developed and funding streams established.  A matching fund to encourage private-sector actions particularly in relation to shop-fronts and painting projects will be established in conjunction with a community support fund to support local groups in realising areas of the plans not undertaken by the Council, festivals, events, etc. The development of plans and strategies as above will take place in the coming months and will be the subject of consultation with local groups and Elected Members.
Q2/1013
ILLEGAL DUMPING 

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Devine

To ask the Manager for an update on illegal dumping within the County - trends noted, costs incurred and the perceived negative impact on the County's environment since privatization of waste services?
REPLY:
The graph below shows the trend in tonnages collected and complaints received in relation to illegal dumping since April 2011. The figure below shows that there has not been an increase in incidences of dumping reported to the Council in recent years, in fact the trend is downwards.
A significant development has been the increasing number of reports of illegal Waste Collection Operators within then county. The Council has recently won convictions against 2 of these Operators and has a further 6 cases due to come before the courts later this month.
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Q3/1013
CHOICE BASED LETTING SYSTEM
QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff

To ask the Manager, in view of the fact that the Choice Based Letting system is now rolled out across all the Housing Waiting Lists, to outline when it is intended to make pin numbers available to those on the Transfer Lists, to allow them access to the Choice Based Letting system?
REPLY:
The Choice based Letting Scheme is to assist Housing Applicants seeking standard accommodation.  It enables them to express interest in vacant properties from our on-line Choice Based Letting system.  It has been a great success in reducing the amount of time spent in sourcing tenants for these properties.    Those housing applicants with specific needs continue to be allocated using the traditional system of allocation to ensure that the property and associated supports match their needs.  

It was intended to include those on the transfer lists in the Choice Based Letting System but it will require extensive modifications of the Website and background processing software to enable this to be put in place.  As a review of the housing IT systems is currently underway it is premature to make those changes at this time.  However the matter will be reviewed early next year. 

Currently, we are exploring the concept of a Mutual Exchange Website for tenants to register and advertise their interest in swapping accommodation subject to Council approval.   It is anticipated that this will open a greater supply of available properties to participating tenants and permit them to have an opportunity to select the property in a location which suits their needs. This concept will be brought to the next Housing and Social Development SPC.
Q4/1013
      ALLOTMENTS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Duff

To ask the Manager to please indicate if any reduction can be offered to Allotment holders in the County, who are on very low income and can offer evidence of same, and are finding it difficult to meet the annual fee of €120?
REPLY:
Reduced Allotment fees (50% reduction) are available to applicants whose sole income is one of the following;

· Job Seekers Allowance/ Benefit 

· OAP Contributory/ Non Contributory 

· One Parent Family 

· Disability Allowance/ Benefit

It is not intended to extend the availability of reduced Allotment fees beyond these categories.

Q5/1013
      HORSE POUND & SEIZURE SERVICES
QUESTION: Councillor G. Kenny

To ask the Manager can he clarify and give an update on the new contract been awarded in relation to the control of horses in the county?
REPLY:
Following on from changes to the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine's funding system for the Control of Horses notified to Local Authorities in July 2013 the regional partners were not in a position to proceed with the tender specification that had been prepared. The documentation has been revised and a request for tender on behalf of the four Dublin local authorities will issue shortly with a longer term contract to be entered into.

The former contract for the Control of Horses expired on 8th August 2013. In the interim, service providers being bidding each month under a competitive process that has enabled the Council to improve value and apply closer control and scrutiny to traceability, practices etc

Cantor Equine Limited are the current service provider under an arrangement due to expire on 8th October 2013. Service Providers have been invited to submit quotations for the next period.
Q6/1013
      DUBLIN NOISE PLAN 
QUESTION: Councillor W. Lavelle

To ask the Manager for an update on the Greater Dublin Agglomeration Noise Plan and the next steps to be taken in addressing noise pollution identified through the mapping exercise?
REPLY:
The Dublin Agglomeration Noise mapping plan 2013 - 2018 has just been completed following a 6 week period of public consultation during the summer. It has now been forwarded to the Environmental Protection Agency for their final comments with a commencement date of 1st December next. The key statistics for South Dublin are found in section 5.7.2 on page 28 of the plan which shows an overall reduction in noise levels throughout the region. The key summary of actions and strategies are contained at the front of the document while section 7 includes the next steps on mitigation measures for noise reduction in the county.

Dublin Noise Action Plan
Q7/1013
HOUSING ADAPTATION GRANTS

QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager for an update on the status of Housing Adaptation Grants applications, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
Housing Grant Schemes for older people and those who are  disabled:
Housing Grant Schemes for older people and those who are disabled (HAGS, MAGS and HOPS) are financed 80% by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government and 20% by the Council from its own resources. 

These grants are available in respect of owner occupied dwellings and certain rented dwellings (subject to written permission being provided by the Landlord).  The schemes provide that grants may be awarded by South Dublin County Council to qualified applicants subject to the criteria set out in the regulations and associated guidance documents issued by the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (DoECLG).

The Council was notified by letter dated 1st March 2013 from DoECLG of its 2013 approved allocation for the payment of the Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability Schemes in the sum of  €1,213,986.05.   This allocation represented a 40% reduction (nationally) on the 2012 spend on these grants.  

Following a request of the Members, and careful in-house monitoring of ongoing demand and expenditure, the Council made two separate submissions to the DoECLG which outlined the position of the Council in relation to the funding and asked that favourable consideration be given to potentially sourcing additional funding for these vital Housing Grant Schemes. 

Two supplementary allocations of €100,889 and €156,934 respectively were approved in response to claims made to the Department bringing the *combined capital allocation to total €1,536,265.

We are continuing to administer the scheme by targeting funding at essential works only on the basis of medical needs prioritised below (as outlined in March 2013 DoECLG  allocation notification letter):

Priority 1: Terminally ill or mainly dependent on family or a carer, or where alterations/adaptations would facilitate the discharge from hospital or alleviate hospitalisation in the future. 

Priority 2: Mobile, but needs assistance in accessing facilities, or where, without the adaptation the disabled persons' ability to function independently would be hindered. 

Priorty3: The applicant is independent, but requires special facilities to improve their quality of life, e.g. separate bedroom or living space. 

Unfortunately due to current financial constraints and significant demand on limited  resources, applications which do not fall into the Priority 1 category cannot be approved at this time.

At the 30/09/2013, 153 grants totalling €1,208,676 were paid out while grants to a value of €482,103 have been approved but not yet paid.

As this year's allocation is fully accounted for, the Council is carefully monitoring 'take up' of approvals to ensure that any monies approved but not expended are brought back through the system. 

 2014 Budgets:
A review of the housing grant schemes is currently before the Minister for consideration and a determination is expected in advance of notification of the 2014 grant allocation. 

Notwithstanding the review, application to the DoECLG for the Council's share of the national allocation has traditionally been made having regard to the following information requested:

·        Number and value of applications already granted approval

·        Number and value of applications on hand and awaiting approval

·        Projection of number and value payments for applications to be received”
Q8/1013
EMPLOYMENT 
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to provide a report on the practical assistance, support and initiatives provided on a standalone or partner basis by SDCC in (a) maintaining and (b) growing employment in the County?
REPLY:
In response to the current economic climate and Government Policy, in particular, the Action Plan for Jobs and 'Putting People first', this Council continues to undertake a wide range of actions in support of economic development. These actions include :

· The development of an economic strategy for the County. (Agreed at December 2012 Council meeting) 

· The consequent development of an action plan. (Also agreed at December 2012 Council meeting). 

· The ongoing work of a sub group of the Planning and Development SPC. 

·  Support for the sustaining business executive, (under the Sustaining & Developing Business Programme),  in conjunction with South Dublin Chamber. 

·  Ongoing support and assistance for the IEN, including the ongoing creation of work space in a central area within County Hall. 

· The interagency approach involving the relevant stakeholders embedded in the economic subgroup for the County, chaired by the South Dublin Chamber.. 

· The physical presence of the CEB in County Hall and the progress made on the concept of an "Innovation Hub" in that public area. 

· Ongoing development work for the creation of the Local Enterprise Office (LEO), this will build on the existing physical presence of the CEB in County Hall.  

· The working relationships established with local agencies, business and national bodies through the "Sustaining and developing business programme". 

·  Ongoing support for local business through the development of specific activities in the County libraries. 

· Social media and other form of IT training for members of the IEN and other interested parties. 

·  A full monthly update on the Council's Strategic Support towards business development and survival is provided at the Corporate Policy Group Meetings at the following link.
In terms of employment initiatives the Council will continue to work with all relevant stakeholders in promoting and developing programmes in accordance with Government strategy, including the emerging SEC & LEO,  leading to alignment of skills with enterprise needs. Particularly the Council will work closely with the Local Development Companies, Dodder Valley and CPLN, in the co-ordinated delivery of their Strategies and Action Plans in meeting the goals of the LCDP and specifically in relation to access to training towards job readiness and supporting local enterprise.

A full report on progress was given to the September meeting of the Economic Development, including Planning, SPC, to which all members of the Council  were invited. A report of that meeting is listed on the agenda for today’s meeting.  In relation to support for economic development and job creation this forms a central element of the work of the Planning and Development SPC which has formed a sub-group to work on the delivery of the action plan resulting from the County Economic Strategy. The next meeting of the sub-group is scheduled for 10th October and will be the subject of a report to the next Economic Development, including Planning, SPC. 

Q9/1013 
      VILLAGE INITIATIVES
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney

To ask the Manager to state the supports which will be made available to retailers and other businesses outside of the areas designated as part of the "Villages Initiative," to state if a second tier of village/suburban centres will be considered for a separate scheme, and to state if any grants or supports available under the proposed "Villages Initiative" will be extended to those in other areas?
REPLY:
At the recent meeting of the Organisation Procedure and Finance Committee on 19th September 2013, under Headed Item 5, the County Manager delivered a presentation to the Members on how it is intended to revise and reformat the Villages Initiative to become a 5-year programme commencing 2014.  The Villages Initiative to date centre on the use of direct grant-aid to local groups to carry out works and events on an ad hoc basis. The new programme will define landscape, public realm, signage / branding, and tourist trail strategies for each village and direct existing Council works programmes to engage with and deliver these strategies.  Larger individual projects augmenting unique selling points of each village will be developed and funding streams established.  A matching fund to encourage private-sector actions particularly in relation to shop-fronts and painting projects will be established in conjunction with a community support fund to support local groups in realising areas of the plans not undertaken by the Council, festivals, events, etc. The programme will address Clondalkin, Lucan, Newcastle, Palmerstown, Rathcoole, Rathfarnham, Saggart, Tallaght Village and Templeogue.  It is not intended to extend these revised arrangements for the Villages Initiatives beyond the villages listed above.  Other existing activities under the Council Sustaining Business Initiative, Community Grants Scheme and Tidy Towns grants to groups constituted and signed up to Tidy Towns Competitions, will be available beyond the Villages Initiative.  Direct support to Residents Associations and Community Groups (salt bins, plants etc.) will to continue of course to apply as previously.
Q10/1013       LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM
QUESTION: Councillor D. Looney
To ask the Manager for an update on the implementation of local government reform with regard to this Council and associated organisations, including but not limited to what was outlined in the "Putting People First" Action Programme and the Local Government Efficiency Review Group, and to make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
Following on from the reply to the Member's question in March, the Boundary Committee published its report (attached) outlining the new electoral areas for South Dublin and details of the additional Members that would form part of the new Council following local elections in May 2014.  Further to this report work has been ongoing with the Group Leaders of this Council to examine how the business of the Council will be conducted with forty Members, the configuration of the Council Chamber and the accommodation requirement of the Members.

In addition to this, in conjunction with the other three Dublin authorities, a steering committee and working group, made up from the Members of each local authority and supported by senior management, have been formed to consider the options for a Directly Elected Mayor for Dublin as set out in 'Putting People First'.   Work has progressed to the point where the possible options are currently out for public consultation with a closing date of the 12th of October.  Following the closing date, the submissions will be considered and a final paper drafted for presentation to the Minister in December.  To further facilitate the discussion a number of workshops and a town hall meeting were planned for October.

Work has progressed on the establishment of Socio Economic Committees (SEC) in Local Authorities, of which South Dublin will be a front runner, with the publication of operating guidelines and terms of reference for such committees.  These front runner committees will operate over a six month period to explore trial operational approaches which will inform community alignment and the full roll out of the SECs across the sector.  SEC related activities are expected to commence and roll out in early 2014.

With regard to the operation of LEO in South Dublin, it is anticipated that the structures will be in place in early 2014.

Further to the above, the organisation is engaged in a substantial work force planning exercise and an examination of the use of its resources in light of the foregoing reforms, which is being informed via the voluntary redundancy scheme and naturally arising retirements.

Staff continue to work with WSTO (Water Services Transition Office) on the transition of Water Services from South Dublin to Irish Water.  

South Dublin County Council has been the lead authority on a number of shared service projects, namely:- Accounts Payable, Internal Audit and Fix Your Street and continues to input into and gain learning from other potential shared service projects through the PMO (Project Management Office).

Boundary Committee Report 

Q11/1013        EXERCISE EQUIPMENT
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager for a Report on the installation in a number of Council Parks of exercise equipment during the last two years, and if he will give information on the extent of use of the facilities, and whether there have been any incidents of damage to equipment or facilities arising from anti-social behavior?
REPLY:
Outdoor exercise equipment was installed in eleven of the Council's Parks in 2012. The equipment was very well received in all of the locations where it was installed and appears to be used on a regular basis by park visitors.

There have been a number of minor incidents of damage to items of equipment. The damage has mostly consisted of graffiti and removal of rubber dampers and grommets. In a small number of cases, damage recorded required the temporary removal of items of equipment for repair and reinstallation. This has occurred in Greenhills Park, Griffeen Valley Park and Kingswood Park. 

The general experience with the equipment has been very positive and vandalism has not been a cause for particular concern.    

Q12/1013        LOCAL PROPERTY TAX
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he can provide figures for the number, and percentage, of liable residential units which have paid the Local Property Tax to-date in 2013 and the amount of money collected?
REPLY:  

The following preliminary data has been provided by the Revenue Commissioners (http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/lpt/index.html) in relation to local property tax at 30th September 2013 :

LPT at 30 September 2013 

The overall LPT compliance rate is estimated to be 90%.

This is based on 1.59m properties returned, returns made in connection with 0.16m Local Authority or similar properties, and a total expected Register of 1.95m properties.

The Exchequer receipts for LPT at end September 2013 are €200m.

Local Authority Analysis based on Returns Filed to Date
(The details are based on preliminary analysis of returns filed and other LPT-related information. Work in refining the LPT Register is on-going and consequently the data included is not final data and a certain amount of estimation has been required)

	Local Authority
	 
	Compliance Rate (Approx.)
	 
	€ Million LPT  Declared *
	€ Million LPT Collected *

	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Carlow
	 
	88%
	 
	1.6
	1.6

	Cavan
	 
	88%
	 
	2.2
	1.9

	Clare
	 
	90%
	 
	5.0
	4.3

	Cork City
	 
	90%
	 
	5.5
	4.7

	Cork Co
	 
	89%
	 
	20.1
	17.1

	Donegal
	 
	84%
	 
	5.2
	4.7

	Dublin City
	 
	87%
	 
	39.9
	32.4

	DLR
	 
	92%
	 
	26.1
	21.0

	Fingal
	 
	91%
	 
	18.9
	14.8

	Galway City
	 
	89%
	 
	4.0
	3.5

	Galway  Co
	 
	89%
	 
	7.1
	6.3

	Kerry
	 
	89%
	 
	7.0
	6.2

	Kildare
	 
	90%
	 
	10.7
	8.6

	Kilkenny
	 
	91%
	 
	3.7
	3.2

	Laois
	 
	89%
	 
	2.5
	2.0

	Leitrim
	 
	89%
	 
	1.0
	0.9

	Limerick City
	 
	88%
	 
	2.2
	1.8

	Limerick  Co
	 
	90%
	 
	5.7
	4.8

	Longford
	 
	88%
	 
	1.0
	0.9

	Louth
	 
	84%
	 
	4.7
	3.8

	Mayo
	 
	89%
	 
	5.1
	4.6

	Meath
	 
	89%
	 
	8.6
	6.9

	Monaghan
	 
	90%
	 
	1.9
	1.7

	North Tipperary
	 
	91%
	 
	2.7
	2.3

	Offaly
	 
	89%
	 
	2.4
	2.1

	Roscommon
	 
	90%
	 
	2.0
	1.8

	Sligo
	 
	88%
	 
	2.6
	2.3

	South Dublin
	 
	90%
	 
	15.8
	12.4

	South Tipperary
	 
	91%
	 
	3.2
	2.8

	Waterford City
	 
	89%
	 
	1.6
	1.3

	Waterford  Co
	 
	89%
	 
	3.0
	2.5

	Westmeath
	 
	90%
	 
	3.2
	2.7

	Wexford
	 
	90%
	 
	6.0
	5.1

	Wicklow  
	 
	91%
	 
	8.4
	6.8

	 
	 
	90%
	 
	241.0
	200.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


* Note: 1. this analysis is preliminary, there is an element of estimation in particular with regard to the distribution of declared amounts and payments by Local Authority.

Note: 2. The LPT Declared amount includes declared amounts from returns filed to date, deferred amounts of LPT from filed returns and amounts due on foot of instructions sent to employers and pension providers to collect LPT by way of mandatory deduction at source.

Q13/1013
   DEVELOPMENT LEVIES
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager if he will advise of the amount of money collected for development levies in 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 to date?
REPLY:
The following are details of income for development contributions in the period 2009-2013.

	Year
	€m

	2009
	8.50

	2010
	4.70

	2011
	2.75

	2012
	4.65

	Sep-13
	5.00


H8/1013 
      DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H9a)/1013      PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES – PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE DWELLINGS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
H9b)/1013
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES – PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE: 4 ST. DOMINIC'S AVENUE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following have applied,  in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978,  to acquire the fee simple in the property.
	ADDRESS 
	LESSEE(S) 
	PURCHASE PRICE 

	4 St Dominic's Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24
	Anthony & Deirdre Ennis
	€41.30


It is proposed,  in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001,  to dispose of the fee simple in the site listed above. 

Daniel McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That South Dublin County Council in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord   and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, dispose of the fee simple in the site as outlined in the foregoing report to Anthony and Deirdre Ennis.”

H9c)/1013
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES – PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LANDS ADJACENT THE SQUARE SHOPPING CENTRE, TALLAGHT TO NATIONAL ASSET PROPERTY MANAGEMENT LTD (A SUBSIDIARY OF THE NATIONAL ASSET MANAGEMENT AGENCY ('NAMA') AND THE PRIMARY ENTITY WHICH HOLDS ASSETS ACQUIRED BY NAMA)
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:

“It has been a fundamental objective of the Council to secure the ongoing development of The Square, Tallaght, as the economic hub of the County Town. It is considered that the disposal of certain lands within the vicinity of The Square Shopping Centre will assist with the overall development and enhancement of The Square and help to increase economic activity and create jobs in the area. After very constructive discussions with NAMA, the Council has reached agreement to sell these lands to NAMA subject to the statutory consent of the Council's Elected Members.

The proposed disposal is in line with the Council's on-going efforts to rejuvenate The Square and promote job creation and development in the County.  The Council identified NAMA as an appropriate partner given its expertise in progressing developments and its existing interests and investment in the Square.  It is envisaged that the proposed disposal, if approved, should facilitate the rejuvenation of The Square as the economic hub and town centre for Tallaght.   Towards this end, a planning application for a major expansion of The Square has been lodged with NAMA support and funding.  

It is considered that the best option to secure the earliest possible further development of The Square at this stage is that the Council dispose of its interest in the lands in question to NAMA thus adding to it's ownership of a critical mass of the property and enabling the delivery of redevelopment.

NAMA has confirmed that the entity which will take title to the lands is National Asset Property Management Ltd (a subsidiary of the National Asset Management Agency ('NAMA') and the primary entity which holds assets acquired by NAMA)

Dublin City Council's interest in the licensed lands transferred to this Council in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993 subject to the provision that a 50/50 Agreement entered into between the County Council & Dublin Corporation (now Dublin City Council), in 1990, continue.  This Agreement provided that Dublin City Council and this Council would share equally the acquisition, development costs and the proceeds of site sales of Town Centre lands.  

Accordingly, in order to enable the further rejuvenation of The Square and to contribute to NAMA's overall strategy to protect, enhance and  facilitate the re-development of The Square so as to better realise the value of all interests in The Square, it is proposed that the Council dispose of its freehold interest in the lands surrounding The Square Shopping Centre, Blessington Road, Tallaght  as shown outlined in red on the Indicative Drawing No. SDCC-SQ-DISP-001 attached hereto comprising of 6.927 hectares (17.117acres) or thereabouts to National Asset Property Management Ltd, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to any licences already in place in respect of the lands and subject to the following terms and conditions which have been recommended as being fair and reasonable by the Chief Valuer: 

1. That the disposal price payable in full and final settlement shall be in the sum of €4.75m (four million, seven hundred and fifty thousand euro)  plus VAT, if applicable. 

2. That the interest to be transferred shall be the Fee Simple Interest subject to any subsisting licences or interests, in an area comprising of 6.927 hectares (17.117acres) or thereabouts, as shown outlined in red on the attached Indicative Drawing No. SDCC-SQ-DISP-001. 

3. That the Council shall prepare a formal disposal map indicating any wayleaves/rights of way which may be required by the Council, if necessary. 

4.  That each party shall be responsible for its own fees in relation to this transaction. 

5.  That the date of closing of the transaction shall be no later than three months from the date of receipt of the necessary approvals and consents of both the board of NAMA and the members of the Council. 

6.  That the Council's Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal documents and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in an agreement of this nature. 

7.  That no contract enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged. 

8. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained. 

9. That the disposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title. 

10.  That the disposal includes the cancellation of the Council's option to call-back certain areas within the subject lands.

NAMA has confirmed it's acceptance of the above terms and conditions.

The lands being disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation)in 1996 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands, pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993,  part from lands acquired in 1968 from Walkinstown Estates  for roads/park/housing purposes and part from lands which came into the Council's possession following the closure of the Dublin & Blessington Tramway in 1932. 

D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Looney, P. Cosgrave, C. King, M. Devine, M. Corr, M. Duff and J. Lahart.
Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Services responded to queries raised. 
It was proposed by Councillor P. Cosgrave, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:
“That in order to enable the further rejuvenation of The Square and to contribute to NAMA's overall strategy to protect, enhance and facilitate the re-development of The Square so as to better realise the value of all interests in The Square, South Dublin County Council dispose of its freehold interest in the lands surrounding The Square Shopping Centre, Blessington Road, Tallaght as shown outlined in red on the Indicative Drawing No. SDCC-SQ-DISP-001 attached hereto comprising of 6.927 hectares (17.117acres) or thereabouts to National Asset Property Management Ltd., in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to any licences already in place in respect of the lands and subject to the terms and conditions which have been recommended as being fair and reasonable by the Chief Valuer, as outlined in the foregoing report.”

H9d)/1013      PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PROPERTIES / SITES – PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND TO THE REAR OF NO. 3 AND NO. 5 ROWLAGH CRESCENT, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO MR. DARREN CHURCH
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was  CONSIDERED:

“The owner of the property at 3 Rowlagh Crescent, Clondalkin, Mr. Darren Church, applied to the Council to acquire a plot of Council owned land to the rear of his property and to the rear of adjoining 5 Rowlagh Crescent, for incorporation into the garden of his house at No 3. The Applicant indicated that he requires the lands to straighten the boundary wall of the properties to remove a partially secluded area which it is claimed is a location for anti-social activity. The owner of 5 Rowlagh Crescent, Mr. Paul Cleary has given his consent to this application.

The matter was referred to the Council's Valuer for examination and he has recommended the following terms which he considers to be fair and reasonable and which have been accepted by the Applicant.

Accordingly, I now recommend that the Council disposes of the plot of land measuring 0.0068 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 3 and 5 Rowlagh Crescent as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/44/10 to the house owner of No. 3 Rowlagh Crescent, Mr. Darren Church, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer:-

1. That the Council disposes of the subject plot for the consideration of €765 (seven hundred and sixty five euro) plus VAT (if applicable).

2. That the subject plot is shown hatched in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/44/10 having a net area of 0.0068 hectares or thereabouts.

3. That the land is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

4. That the subject land is not encumbered by any services. 

5. That the Applicant shall incorporate the area and any boundary feature constructed shall be in accordance with the Planning and Development and the Building Control legislation.

6. That the Applicant shall pay the Council's Valuer's fees of €250 (two hundred and fifty euro) plus VAT.

7. That the Applicant shall pay the Council's legal fees plus VAT and outlay. 

8. That the Council shall prepare disposal maps suitable for land registry purposes.

9. That the transaction is completed within 3 months of the date of the Council's approval of the disposal. 

10. That the Council's Law Agent shall draft the necessary legal documents and shall include any further terms he deems appropriate in Agreements of this nature. 

11. That the disposal is subject to the necessary approvals and consents being obtained. 

12. That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until such time as contracts have been exchanged.

The lands being disposed of form part of the lands acquired from Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) in 1997 under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands and Housing pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993. 

 D. McLoughlin
County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor B. Bonner and RESOLVED:
“That the Council disposes of the plot of land measuring 0.0068 hectares or thereabouts to the rear of 3 and 5 Rowlagh Crescent as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LA/44/10 to the houseowner of No. 3 Rowlagh Crescent, Mr. Darren Church, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the terms and conditions as recommended by the Council's Valuer and as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H10/1013
FILLING OF VACANCY ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY ENTERPRISE BOARD FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR T. GILLIGAN FROM THE BOARD (CLLR. M. CORR)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries, and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 19th September 2013:

The following item was DEFERRED from the May 2013 OP& F meeting:

Councillor T. Gilligan has tendered his resignation from the South Dublin County Enterprise Board and it is a matter for the Council to appoint a representative to fill the vacancy. 

This matter is now before the Members for their consideration."  

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave and AGREED:
'That Councillor M. Corr be nominated to fill the vacancy on the South Dublin County Enterprise Board arising from Councillor T. Gilligan's resignation from the Board.' 

This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That Councillor M. Corr be appointed to fill the vacancy on the South Dublin County Enterprise Board arising from Councillor T. Gilligan's resignation from the Board.”
H11/1013
FILLING OF VACANCY ON THE BOARD OF TALLAGHT COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE FOLLOWING THE RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR J. HANNON FROM THE BOARD (CLLR. J. LAHART)
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. P. Murphy, Director of Corporate, Human Resources and Libraries, and was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 19th September 2013:
"A vacancy exists on the Tallaght Community Arts centre Following Councillor John Hannon’s resignation from this committee and it is a matter for the Council to nominate a replacement to fill the vacancy. This is now before the Members for their consideration."   

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:

'That Councillor J. Lahart be nominated to fill the vacancy on the Board of Tallaght Community Arts Centre arising from Councillor J. Hannon's resignation from the Board.”  
This matter is now before the Council for approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That Councillor J. Lahart be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Board of Tallaght Community Arts Centre arising from Councillor J. Hannon's resignation from the Board.”

H12/1013
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME FROM NORTH & EAST HOUSING ASSOCIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PROPERTY AT 31 FFORSTER LAWN, LUCAN, CO. DUBLIN 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:

“On 28th June 2013, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised all Local Authorities by Circular Housing 20/2013 of its intention to progress a limited programme of acquisitions to be funded from within the overall 2013 capital funding provision for the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS).

Local Authorities were requested to prioritise those CAS proposals which will:

1. focused on the provision of accommodation for People with a Disability 

2. be completed, with funding fully drawn or substantially drawn down by end November 2013.

In response to the Department's Circular, an application was received from North & East Housing for a grant in the sum of €227,652.50 under the Capital Assistance Scheme in respect of the purchase of a property at 31 Fforster Lawn, Lucan, Co. Dublin.  (The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988.
Under Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Assistance Scheme is a reserved function of the Council and is subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government.  Accordingly, the following resolution of this Council is required:

"That, in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 and subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, this Council approves the application by North & East Housing Association for a grant in the sum of €227,652.50 under the Capital Assistance Scheme for the purchase of a property at 31 Fforster Lawn, Lucan, Co. Dublin."
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and RESOLVED:
“That, in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 and subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, this Council approves the application by North & East Housing Association for a grant in the sum of €227,652.50 under the Capital Assistance Scheme for the purchase of a property at 31 Fforster Lawn, Lucan, Co. Dublin.”

H13/1013
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CAPITAL ASSISTANCE SCHEME FROM CLUID HOUSING ASSOCIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PROPERTY AT 42 CHERRYWOOD AVENUE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. B. Coman, Director of Housing, Social and Community Development, and was CONSIDERED:

“On 28th June 2013, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government advised all Local Authorities by Circular Housing 20/2013 of its intention to progress a limited programme of acquisitions to be funded from within the overall 2013 capital funding provision for the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS).

Local Authorities were requested to prioritise those CAS proposals which will:

1. focus on the provision of accommodation for People with a Disability. 

2. be completed, with funding fully drawn or substantially drawn down by end November 2013.

In response to the Department's Circular, an application was received from Cluid Housing for a grant in the sum of €175,000 under the Capital Assistance Scheme in respect of the purchase of a property at 42 Cherrywood Avenue, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.  The Association is an approved Voluntary Body under Section 5 of the Housing Act, 1988.
Under Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Assistance Scheme is a reserved function of the Council and is subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government.  Accordingly, the following resolution of this Council is required:

"That, in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 and subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, this Council approves the application by Cluid Voluntary Housing for a grant in the sum of €175,000 under the Capital Assistance Scheme for the purchase of a property at 42 Cherrywood Avenue, Clondalkin, Dublin 22."
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor T. Gilligan. 
Mr. B. Coman, Director of Services, responded to queries raised. 
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. Devine and RESOLVED:

“That, in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 (8) of the Housing (Miscellaneous) Act, 1992 and subject to the approval of the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, this Council approves the application by Cluid Voluntary Housing for a grant in the sum of €175,000 under the Capital Assistance Scheme for the purchase of a property at 42 Cherrywood Avenue, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.”
H14/1013
AUDITED AFS 2012 & AUDIT REPORT  

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Audited AFS 2012 can be viewed at the following link:

(i)http://membersnet.sdublincoco.ie/annualfinancialstatements/index.aspx”
(ii)   Audit Report 2012
(iii)  “In accordance with Section 121 of the Local Government Act 2001, the audited Annual Financial Statement 2012 and Auditor's Report have been circulated herewith for consideration.

These reports were previously considered by the Members at the September 2013 meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee.”
The audited Annual Financial Statement 2012 and Auditor’s Report were NOTED in accordance with Section 121 of the Local Government Act 2001.
H15/1013
REPORT ON PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY OVER LANEWAYS OFF KILCARRIG AVENUE AND KILCARRIG CLOSE, FETTERCAIRN, TALLAGHT

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services, and was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was submitted to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday, 24th June, 2013.

“Drawing No. RE 5002 shows a number of laneways off Kilcarrig Avenue and Kilcarrig Close, Fettercairn, Tallaght.  These laneways are registered to the Council under Folio No. 8634.  The laneways shown shaded blue have been incorporated into the gardens of the adjoining houses. The residents of houses adjoining the laneway shaded red have expressed interest to the Housing Department in incorporating this section of the laneway into their properties. The Housing Department have confirmed that they will continue to maintain the section of laneway shaded yellow.

The Development Department is processing an application from the owner of 16, Kilcarrig Avenue to regularise title to the portion of the laneway which has already been incorporated into their property. 

The Housing Department have confirmed that the open sections of the laneways are not being used and are attracting anti-social behavior, particularly in the form of dumping and have stated that it would be beneficial if the right of way was extinguished over these laneways.” 

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday 11th July, 2013 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was Monday 26th August, 2013.

No Submissions were received

UTILITY REPORTS

Public Lighting have reported that there is no equipment or cabling in this area.  

Water Section report     No Watermain implications.
Drainage Section

No foul sewer implications.
Bord Gais have reported - no gas mains inside the site boundary.

Eircom -  no network in the indicated location.
UPC does not have underground services within the area of the proposal. 

ESB require to be contacted before any works commence.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council. 

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way over Laneways off Kilcarrig Avenue and Kilcarrig Close, Fettercairn, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown shaded blue, red and yellow on Drawing No: RE5002 be extinguished.”  

H16/1013
PROPOSED (DRAFT) AMENDMENTS TO THE ADAMSTOWN SDZ PLANNING SCHEME

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Development, Economic and Transport Planning, and was CONSIDERED:
“Introduction:
The Adamstown SDZ was approved by An Bord Pleanala in 2003. Due to both the passage of time and the economic and social changes in the interim a review of the Plan was considered necessary. Accordingly, a Pre-Draft Consultation  process was carried out between 25th March and 22nd April 2013. Following this process it is now recommended that the amendments to the Plan  proceed to the statutory public consultation phase. Proposed amendments and the timescale involved in the process are summarised in the report below.

 (1) Summary of Amendments                                   
A total of 49 Amendments are proposed. This includes a total of 20 major amendments and 29 amendments which result from the provisions of major amendments. Summary tables of quantum of development reduction and major amendments are provided below. 
·        Amendments to quantum and density requirements to reflect economic and policy changes and provide for sustainable development.

·        Update to bring scheme in line with current policy and guidelines and Include for 2006 amendment to Scheme to provide for Primary Health Care Facility and revisions to development area boundaries 

·        Makes provision for Green Infrastructure and Environmental Sustainability and Sustainable Design. 

·        Amendments that relate to requirements for facilities and amenities. 

·        Amendments to phasing and implementation requirements 
(2)  Provide for more sustainable Quantum and Density of Development
•         Min-Max dwelling 6,700-8,200 (current Scheme 8,250-10,150) 

•     c20,000m² enabled for potential employment uses by introducing the option of transferring 200 units along the rail line in Adamstown Boulevard to future employment uses 

•        20% reduction in Retail floorspace to reflect new quantum and density of development. 

•        Provision made for additional primary school and primary health care facility 

•        Average unit size increased by 10% from 100m² to 110m² 
•        Average Min-Max dwellings per hectare proposed to be amended  from 53-64dph, (dwellings per hectare), to a more currently sustainable density of 44-51dph 

(3)  Update in accordance with current guidelines  
Almost all guidance and strategy documents referred to in the 2003 Scheme have been replaced or updated. Scheme needs to reflect current policy and guidelines including provisions of the County Development Plan 2010-2016, updated Regional Planning Guidelines and new guidance including Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments (2007) and Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities (2007)  

Update to provide for Amendment No.1 (2006) re. provision of additional school and Primary Health Care facility now incorporated – slight changes to net development areas. 

Update to reflect varying proportions of 3 out of 11 development areas now built out. 
Making provision for additional Sections on Green Infrastructure to protect and enhance public space network and Environmental Sustainability and Sustainable Design to comply with provisions of SDCC Climate Change Strategy.

(4) Facilities and Amenities 
•        Community requirements changed to 2 x 500-600m2 facilities (currently 8-10 x 150m2 facilities) based on practical experience of community facility provision and usage over recent years.
•        In order to secure a viable model of local enterprise 1 Enterprise centre is proposed. (currently 2 centres required)

•        Changed childcare provision from 1450 places to 600 to reflect demand 

•        Min retail reduced, but remains focused on 3 x centres 

•        School sports hall and all-weather pitches introduced in phasing requirements

 (6) Phasing
•        Updated to reflect infrastructure provided to date

•        Phasing bands reduced from 800 units to 600 units per phase (10 key phases in all)

•        Development of homes currently in Phase 2, Phases 1-3 infrastructure virtually complete and school from Phase 4 delivered. Incremental delivery between phases reduced from 800 to 600 units.

•        Last phase to be delivered at 6,400 rather than 8,200 units
•     Phasing would allow for either/or provision in respect of parks. This is also applicable to district/local centres. This allows for consideration of viability and/or deliverability 

The Timescale for Next Steps 
Pre-Draft Consultation                25th March to 22nd April 2013

Draft Amendments Report          October 2013                  

Statutory Consultation                October – November 2013

Managers Report                       December 2013 

Council Determination                January 2014 

Appeal Period                           February 2014 

Determination by ABP                Early Summer 2014”       

Proposed (Draft) Amendments To The Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor G. Kenny:

“That the Proposed (Draft) Amendments to the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme proceed to the statutory Public Consultation as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H17/1013
PROPOSED (DRAFT) BALLYCULLEN-OLDCOURT LOCAL AREA PLAN (LAP)

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
The Ballycullen Oldcourt Local Area Plan, (LAP), is required for the following reasons

•           There are 90 Hectares (222 acres) of A1 zoned undeveloped lands in the Plan area with no LAP in place

•           1,800 dwellings have been permitted on the Ballycullen side of which 640 have been built

•          The social and economic viability of existing, but not commenced, permitted developments is doubtful.

•           Education, community and recreational facilities are required in the area

•           Issues in relation to flood risk management, SUDS and heritage issues, given the proximity to the mountains, require consideration

The Pre-Draft Public Consultation took place over 4 weeks (April – May 2013)

Following the consultation the Issues for the LAP were identified as : 

•        Density - Land at edge of Development Area and in the Dublin Foothills

•        Facilities - school, community and convenience shopping facilities Inadequate 

•        There are a number of Constraints – Steep Gradients, water-courses, potential flooding, power-lines and water-main way-leaves

•        Significant extant permissions in the Plan area.

•        Need to integrate open space, natural and manmade heritage, sustainable drainage and movement into a coherent Green Infrastructure framework

 The Plan Strategy provides for

•        Three Density Zones

–       Medium              32 – 38 dwellings per Ha.

–       Low                    22 – 28 dwellings per Ha.

–       Very Low           12 – 18 dwellings per Ha.

•        Two Neighbourhood Centres and Two School Sites

•        Sustainable Urban Drainage System (SuDS) Network to counter Flood Risk

•        Integrate wayleaves into Green Infrastructure

The densities are substantially reduced from what was permitted in the previous Area Action Plan in 2000. The medium zone is at the lower limit of what is required under the Residential Density Guidelines and the lower proposed densities can only be justified by the steep gradient of some of the lands and the existing power lines and wayleaves.

The proposed LAP as drafted would provide for the development of 1,600 homes.  In addition to the existing development and with the remainder of the land being developed under the proposed LAP total development could reach c 2,200 dwellings. See Table below.

	Current position
	Potential at existing density
	Draft LAP potential. (If adopted)

	Extant permission 1,800 (Includes 640 built)
	c 3,500
	2,200”


Draft Ballycullen - Oldcourt LAP


A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Cosgrave, J. Lahart and C. Bond.

Mr. F. Nevin, Director of Services, responded to queries raised. 
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED on the proposition of Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:

“That the Draft Ballycullen – Oldcourt Local Area Plan proceed to the statutory Public Consultation as outlined in the foregoing report.”
H18/1013
DRAFT LITTER BYE-LAWS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was presented by Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, and was CONSIDERED:
“At the Environment SPC November 2012 meeting, it was agreed to commence the process of preparing Bye-laws for the Prevention and Control of Litter for the County. Members of the SPC held a special meeting on 8th January 2013 to discuss issues relating to the Bye Laws including where litter accumulates, types of litter, litter generators and occupier responsibility. At the May 2013 meeting, draft Bye-laws were agreed.

In accordance with Part l9 of the Local Government Act 200l, Section 200 the procedure for making of the Bye-law commenced. Notice of the making of the bye-laws appeared in the local press and www.sdcc.ie on 10th July 2013 with the draft bye-laws available for inspection by the public up to and including the 9th August 2013. Section 200 further provides for a further 7 days - up to and including 16th August - following the final date of inspection by the public within which submissions to the draft bye-laws can be made by the public. No submission were received.

A report on the process was presented to the Environment SPC at its meeting on 2nd September 2013 and it was agreed that the draft Bye Laws for the Prevention an control of Litter 2013 be presented to the Council for adoption.

These Draft Bye-Laws for the Prevention and Control of Litter 2013 are now presented for consideration.
It is a reserved function of the County Council to make/review Bye Laws in accordance with provisions of S 200 of the Local Government Act 2001. The Council may now make the bye-law either in accordance with the draft or subject to such changes as the local authority may at its discretion determine or the Council may decide not to make the bye-law.

It is recommended that the following resolution be passed:

That South Dublin County Council makes Bye-laws in relation to the Prevention and Control of Litter in accordance with the draft bye-laws as published, and that the bye-laws shall come into force on such date as specified in the bye-law, which is not less than 30 days after its making.
In accordance with Section 202 of the Local Government Act 2001 notice of the making of the bye-laws and of the place where copies of the bye-law may be purchased or inspected shall be published in the Iris Oifigiúil and in one or more newspapers circulating in the area to which the bye-law relates.”
“South Dublin County Council

Bye-Laws for the Prevention and Control of Litter, 2013

South Dublin County Council, in exercise of the powers conferred on it by Part

19 of the Local Government Act 2001, section 21 of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997, as

amended by section 57 of the Protection of the Environment Act, 2003, hereby make the following Bye-Laws relating to the prevention and control of litter in its administrative area.

Part 1:   Preliminary

Date of Commencement: xxxxxx.

Area of application: These bye-laws shall apply to the administrative area of South Dublin County Council hereinafter referred to as “the Council”.

Any reference in these bye-laws to an Act or Regulations shall include a reference to that Act or Regulations as amended.

Definitions:   In these bye-laws

1.1 
“Authorised Person” means a person authorised by the Council to perform,

on behalf of the Council, the functions of the Council for the purpose of these

bye-laws or a member of An Garda Síochana.

1.2 
“Litter” means a substance or object, whether or not intended as waste (other than waste within the meaning of the Waste Management Act, 1996, which is properly consigned for disposal) that, when deposited in a place other than a litter receptacle or other place lawfully designated for the deposit, is or is likely to become unsightly, deleterious, nauseous or unsanitary, whether by itself or with any other such substance or object, and regardless of its size or volume or the extent of the deposit.

1.3 
“Litter receptacle” means a receptacle designated or otherwise apparently intended to be used for the deposit of litter.

1.4 
“Cigarette receptacle” means a receptacle designated or otherwise

apparently intended to be used for the deposit of cigarettes.

1.5 
“Advertising Material” means anything being distributed free of charge which is deemed by the Council to be distributed for commercial purposes or for the purpose of promoting an event or meeting or the sale, consumption or use of any products, goods or services and shall include the free distribution of any food or drink product.

1.6 
“Distributor” means the person carrying out the distribution or the person

organising the distribution or the person on whose behalf the distribution is

being carried out.

1.7 
“Distribution” shall include handing out/delivering to passers-by, leaving

material in a public place or a place adjacent to a public road, footway or

footpath, including placing on vehicles but does not include the distribution of

advertising material by means of a direct delivery to a place having an address.

1.8 
“Occupier”, in relation to any place or thing, means the person or persons

occupying, whether legally or otherwise, the place or thing and

includes any other person having, for the time being control of the place or thing.

1.9 
“Opening Hours” means the times during which the premises is normally open to the public and 15 minutes after the normal closing time.

1.10 
“Relevant Premises” (hereinafter referred to as “a premises”) means any

structure permanent or temporary, including a mechanically-propelled vehicle.

1.11 
“Person” shall include an individual or a body corporate.

1.12 
“Public Place” means any place to which the public has access whether as of

right or by permission and whether subject to a fee or free of charge.

1.13 
“Land”, means land adjoining the premises to which a notice under this

section relates that is part of-

(a) 
any footway adjoining the land and forming part of, a public road, and

(b) 
any area of land forming part of a public road between any such footway and the roadway.

1.14 
“Land in the vicinity” means, in respect of premises of an occupier, land

within a reasonable distance, not exceeding 100 metres of the premises.
PART 2:   Schedule of Relevant Premises

These bye laws apply to an occupier of any premises that are used wholly or partly for the purposes of:-

2.1. 
The sale of confectionery, food or drink for consumption on or off the

premises;

2.2. 
The sale of food or drink for consumption on a part of the premises forming

open land adjacent to or land in the vicinity of the premises;

2.3. 
The sale of intoxicating liquor for consumption on or off the premises;

2.4. 
A restaurant, cafe selling food or drink for consumption on or off the

premises;

2.5. 
The sale of newspapers/magazines;

2.6. 
The sale to the public of fuel for motor vehicles;

2.7. 
A cinema, theatre, leisure centre, amusement arcade or other place of

entertainment, or any area used for indoor or outdoor sport or recreation;

2.8. 
A financial institution, having automated teller machines (ATM) for

withdrawals, deposits or payments located in a public place;

2.9. 
A bookmakers;

2.10. 
Provider of a bus terminus, bus shelter, rail station, Luas station;

2.11. 
A car park;

2.12. 
A retail shopping centre;

2.13. 
A public business or office park or an industrial or trading estate;

2.14. 
A public market, whether on a public road, on public land or otherwise;

2.15. 
An educational institution;

2.16. 
Any commercial premises;

2.17. 
Any bring bank or recycling centre;

2.18  
Post offices;

2.19 Any state or semi-state premises;

PART 3:   GENERAL OBLIGATIONS

3.1. 
The occupier of a premises shall, if required by an authorised officer, at the

occupier’s own cost, provide an adequate number of litter receptacles

immediately outside their premises, of suitable design and size, with

specifications, location and number to be approved in advance by the Council;

3.2. 
The occupier of a premises shall, if required by an authorised officer, at the

occupier’s own cost, provide an adequate number of cigarette receptacles,

immediately outside their business premises, of suitable design and size, with

specifications to be approved in advance by the Council;

3.3. 
Where a litter or cigarette receptacle is provided, by the occupier, in a public

place, the occupier shall ensure that adequate provision, as determined by the

Council, is made for the emptying and maintenance of these receptacles, thus

ensuring their availability for use during business opening hours;

3.4. 
The occupier of a premises shall monitor land in the vicinity of the premises

during the opening hours of the premises to ensure that the area is maintained free of litter and shall remove or ensure that all such litter is removed forthwith. This monitoring and removal shall be carried out at opening time, at closing time and at least once during each hourly period during opening hours;

3.5. 
The occupier of a premises shall clean the pavement adjoining their business

premise as required;

3.6. 
The occupier of a premises shall ensure that all shopping trolleys/baskets

belonging to the occupier are collected from all public places during the opening hours of the premises. This collection shall be carried out at closing time. 

3.7. 
Where a distributor distributes, by hand or any other means, newspapers,

advertising material, hand-bills or promotional material to any member of the

public within the functional area of the Council, the person shall monitor land in the vicinity of the distribution point to ensure the area is maintained free of

litter associated with the distribution and shall remove or ensure that all such

litter is removed;

3.8. 
The occupier shall keep a schedule, which shall record the actions taken by the

occupier to comply with Bye-Laws 3.4 and 3.6, as appropriate. This schedule

shall be retained by the occupier for a period of one month from the date unless within that period he/she is required to surrender this document to an

authorised person in accordance with these bye-laws;

3.9. 
The Schedule referred to in bye-law 3.8 shall be displayed on the premises in a prominent location visible to the public

3.10. 
If an authorised person considers that the provisions made by the occupier to

comply with the requirements of bye-laws 3.1 to 3.6 are inadequate, the

authorised person may specify in writing the measures required to comply with the requirements of these bye-laws and the occupier shall comply accordingly;

3.11. 
An authorised person for the purpose of these bye-laws may enter the premises or public domain during opening hours for the purpose of inspecting the schedules or for any other purpose associated with these bye-laws;

3.12. 
The occupier of premises shall display anti-litter signage, if required, in the form agreed by the Council;

3.13. 
Whenever an authorised person, pursuant to these bye-laws, enters any

premises or any public place, the authorised person may therein, as

appropriate—

(a) 
require from the occupier of the premises or any person employed on the premises such information,

(b) 
require the production of and inspect the schedule and notice referred to in bye-law 3.8 and take copies of or extracts from, or take away if

considered necessary for the purposes of inspection or examination, any such schedule or notice,

(c) 
require the production of such records or documents and take copies of or extracts from, or take away if considered necessary for the purposes of inspection or examination, any such records or documents, as the

authorised person, having regard to all the circumstances, considers

necessary for the purposes of exercising any power conferred on him/her under these bye-laws.

3.14. 
Nothing in these bye-laws shall be construed as diminishing a person’s statutory responsibilities under other statutes.

PART 4: Offences/Enforcement

4.1 
An authorised person may request any person who appears to be contravening

or to have contravened a provision of these bye-laws to refrain from such

contravention.

4.2 
If any person contravenes any provision of these bye-laws, the Council may,

pursuant to section 206 of the Local Government Act, 2001, serve on such

person a Fixed Payment Notice, specifying a fixed payment, as an alternative to a prosecution for such contravention. The amount of the fixed payment is determined by regulations, statutory instruments or legislation and the said fixed payment must be paid within 21 days of the date of service of such Fixed Payment Notice if such person is to avoid a prosecution.

4.3 
Any person served with a Fixed Payment Notice is entitled to disregard such

Notice and defend a prosecution of the alleged contravention in court.

WARNING

A person who contravenes any provision of these bye-laws shall be guilty of an offence under section 205(1) of the Local Government Act, 2001 and shall be liable on

summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1,904.60.

If the contravention of a provision of these bye-laws is continued after conviction, the

person causing the contravention shall be guilty of a further offence on each day on

which the contravention continues and shall be liable on summary conviction for each

such offence to a fine not exceeding €126.97 per day under section 205(2) of the Local Government Act, 2001.

A person who obstructs or impedes or refuses to comply with a request of an authorised person acting in the exercise of the functions conferred on an authorised person by Part 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001 shall be guilty of an offence under section 204(3)(a) of the said 2001 Act.

Where an authorised person is of the opinion that a person is committing or has

committed an offence to which section 204 or section 205 of the Local Government Act, 2001 relates, the authorised person may demand the name and address of such person and if that demand is refused or the person gives a name or address which is false or misleading, that person shall be guilty of an offence under section 204(3) (b) of the said 2001 Act.

A person who is convicted of an offence under section 204(3) of the Local Government Act, 2001 shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1,904.60.

Dated this _________ day of _____________ 2013
PRESENT when the Common Seal of South Dublin County Council

was affixed hereto:

___________________________

Mayor  South Dublin County Council

___________________________

Approved Officer

___________________________

County Council Official

County Hall, Tallaght”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, C. Brophy, W.  Lavelle, M. Devine, P. Cosgrave, M. Corr and D. Looney.

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Services, responded to queries raised. 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart, seconded by Councillor P. Kearns and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council makes Bye-laws in relation to the Prevention and Control of Litter in accordance with the draft bye-laws as published, and that the bye-laws shall come into force on such date as specified in the bye-law, which is not less than 30 days after its making.”
CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING

Ministerial
Co1/1013
Letter, dated 10/09/13, from Department of Education & Skills regarding SDCC's motion passed in relation to ISL (M5/0713)
 Co2/1013
Letter, dated 23/09/13, from Minister for Finance regarding SDCC's motions passed in relation to the 9% VAT rate (M4/M5/M6/0913)

Other
Co3/1013
Letter, dated 19/07/13, from Offaly Co. Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the Restaurant Assoc. of Ireland's campaign "Keep VAT at 9%"
Co4/1013
Email, dated 13/09/13, from Ennis Town Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the inclusion of Crohns Disease, Alzheimer’s, and Coronary Heart Disease on the Long Term Illness Scheme.
Co5/1013
2 x Letters, dated 16/09/13, from Leitrim Co. Council regarding (i) their motion passed in relation to protection for the Credit Union movement & (ii) letter to Governor of the Central Bank regarding same.

Co6/1013
Letter, dated 03/10/13, from Wexford County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to the right to Water and Sanitation

Co7/1013
Letter, dated 03/10/13, from Limerick City & County Council regarding their motion passed in relation to Planning Issues and legislation
The above letters were NOTED.

MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
M1/1013
MAYOR'S BUSINESS - HOMELESSNESS

It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this Council, in recommitting itself to tackling homelessness in our County and beyond, calls on the Government to protect funding to homeless services in the upcoming Budget.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to the Minister of State Jan O'Sullivan at the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government, and Minister of State Mr. Alex White T.D. at the Department of Health.

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor D. Looney.

The Motion was AGREED.

M2/1013
MAYOR'S BUSINESS – KILDARE FIRE STATION 
It was proposed by Councillor D. Looney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this Council expresses its concern regarding the resourcing of the fire service covering South Dublin County, in particular the new requirement for staff at Tallaght Fire Station to tend to fires in part of County Kildare, and calls on Dublin City Council, Kildare County Council and the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government to reconsider this requirement in light of concerns expressed by firefighters regarding the overstretching of cover for this area.”

REPORT:
“Kildare Fire Service (KFS) recently migrated emergency call answering to the East Regional Control Centre (ERCC). As part of this initiative Kildare Fire Service analysed all areas within the county to implement the policy of 'nearest fire station' responding to an incident.  This revision indicated that Tallaght Fire Station (single Pump) was the nearest fire appliance resource for a small area of Kildare. Dublin Fire Brigade would have responded to this area previously on request.  

The formalisation of this response will require periodic provision of a single pump turnout from Tallaght station. Historical activity data and operational intelligence would indicate that the impact on Tallaght station will be minimal. Tallaght station had 4074 mobilisations last year; historical date would indicate an average requirement level of 20 mobilisations annually by Tallaght in support of Kildare.  This activity will see an increase of response levels at less than 0.5% of incident activity for the station.

No more than one DFB pump will form part of a dedicated PDA for Kildare, thus ensuring fire cover is maintained or supplemented for the Tallaght fire station area at all times.

As is the practice within Dublin if mobilisations to an incident results in stripping fire cover for a DFB station area, the DFB mobilisation officer will ensure immediate stand-by fire cover is provided.  This movement of fire appliances to back-up or provide cover is accepted practise and maximises efficiency of available resources. Tallaght fire station is regularly supported by fire crews from other neighbouring fire stations such as Dolphins Barn, Rathfarnham, Blanchardstown and fire brigade HQ Townsend Street.”
In accordance with Standing Order No 13 it was agreed with the consent of the members to vary the sequence of business and to take Motion No. 6 (M6) (of similar subject matter) in tandem with Motion No. 2 (M2):
M6/1013
FIRE SERVICE KILDARE

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Devine:
“That this Council calls on the Manager to provide a report detailing (a) what parts of Kildare are the staff at Tallaght Fire Station serving since September 23rd 2013 and what distances are involved at the extreme end from Tallaght, (b) has there been a detailed risk assessment been carried out to ensure there is no possible negative affects on the service being provided to the Citizens of South Dublin from this Station and (c) is there financial implications either negatively or positively on the South Dublin County Council Budget as a result of this new arrangement.”

REPORT:
“(a)

The parts of Kildare which Dublin Fire Brigade are providing a 1 pump either first or second response are indicated in the attached map. These areas are based on the policy of ‘nearest available response’ which means that the public will receive the fastest fire service response irrespective of local authority administrative boundaries.

(b)

There will no adverse affect on the service provided in South Dublin County Council . The formalisation of this response will require periodic provision of a single pump turnout from Tallaght station. Historical activity data and operational intelligence would indicate that the impact on Tallaght station will be minimal. Tallaght station had 4074 mobilisations last year; historical date would indicate an average requirement level of 20 mobilisations annually by Tallaght in support of Kildare.  This activity will see an increase of response levels at less than 0.5% of incident activity for the station.

No more than one DFB pump will form part of a dedicated PDA for Kildare, thus ensuring fire cover is maintained or supplemented for the Tallaght fire station area at all times.

As is the practice within Dublin if mobilisations to an incident results in stripping fire cover for a DFB station area, the DFB mobilisation officer will ensure immediate stand-by fire cover is provided.  This movement of fire appliances to back-up or provide cover is accepted practice and maximises efficiency of available resources. Tallaght fire station is regularly supported by fire crews from other neighbouring fire stations such as Dolphins Barn, Rathfarnham, Blanchardstown and fire brigade HQ Townsend Street. 

(c)

Due to the relatively small number of incidents, this arrangement will have a negligible affect on the contribution made by South Dublin County Council to the Dublin Fire Brigade budget.
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A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors D. Looney, C. King, W. Lavelle, and M. Devine.

Manager J. Quinlivan responded to queries raised.  

Motion No. 2 was PASSED.  Motion No. 6 was PASSED.
M3/1013
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE CENTRES
It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the Manager would make a Report for discussion at the meeting on the Community Enterprise Centres in the County, which are under the remit of the Council, or in which the Council participates in partnership, including information on the number of enterprises accommodated in the Centres and the numbers employed.”

REPORT:
“The Council through its own efforts or in co-operation with other Agencies has constructed local enterprise centres at Neilstown and Bawnogue in Clondalkin and at Brookfield and Killinarden in Tallaght.  

In each case the development of the enterprise facilities was co-ordinated by a group comprising representatives of South Dublin County Council, the Area based local Partnerships, the South Dublin County Enterprise Board and local community development representatives. Funding was from those agencies together with grant Aid from Enterprise Ireland and a corporate sponsor (in the case of Killinarden- AIB Bank and Bawnogue- Dunloe Ewart).

The Centres aim to provide low cost start-up units with the necessary management supports, catering for a broad spectrum of services and trades. It is anticipated that as skill levels, business acumen and workforce increase in the individual businesses, the successful entrepreneurs will move on , thereby broadening the scope of start up aid and creating new business opportunities for local people.

The Centres at Killinarden and Bawnogue also include some community space to provide services to the wider community, including a crèche facility and restaurant at Bawnogue. 

The Council also provided a former community premises at Bolbrook to Partas for development as an Enterprise Centre and also disposed of  a site at St Dominic's Road for the provision of enterprise units by a private Company. 

The Centres at Brookfield, Killinarden and Bolbrook are operated by Partas  and  the Centres at Neilstown and Bawnogue are operated by Action Community  and Enterprise Ltd. The Companies in question have been requested to provide current details of occupancy rates and the information will be forwarded to the Councillor when available. 

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor E. Tuffy, who said that he was happy with the reply and requested that when the current details of occupancy rates becomes available that the report would be supplied to the Working Group of the Economic Development Strategic Policy Committee.

Manager F. Nevin responded to the Member’s queries. 

The report was NOTED.
M4/1013
PARKING

It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, who when moving his motion proposed an amendment to the motion which was seconded by Councillor P. Cosgrave as follows: 

“That this Council supports the introduction of One Hour Free Parking in all Council controlled parking areas where charging applies excluding residential streets or roads where parking controls are in place as an aid to communities.

This will provide a boost to small retail businesses, especially in our village areas and enable people to do use local shops without the fear of aggressive ticketing by parking wardens.”

REPORT:
“The council has carried out a review of parking in the Pay and Display areas over the last number of months. This review is almost complete. It is proposed to bring the completed report to the Area Committees in October/November. Following consideration of report by the Area Committees members a further report will be brought to the County Council containing all the recommendations from the Area Committees.

The introduction of One Hour Free Parking in all Council controlled parking areas where charging applies is therefore not recommended at this time.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Brophy, E. Higgins, P. Kearns, P. Cosgrave, C. King, E. Tuffy, T. Gilligan, J. Lahart, W. Lavelle and D.  Looney.

Ms T. Walsh, Director of Roads and Water Services responded to the Members’ queries, stating that at present staff are carrying out surveys in villages and that it is set down on the Area Committees for Tallaght, Lucan, Rathfarnham and Clondalkin that this item will be considered by their members and in turn will be presented to the November meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee.  

Councillor Brophy acknowledged the Manager’s report.  

The report was NOTED.

M5/1013
CIVIC WASTE AMENITY

It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart:

“That this Council calls on the Manager to offers free access to the Civic Waste Facility in Ballymount to residents in South Dublin in October, as was the case last year, in an effort to reduce illegal dumping.”
REPORT:
“Following Halloween 2012 discussion with Members regarding the significant costs and other issues associated with this scheme, a review the effectiveness of the free access to the Civic Amenity scheme in dealing with anti social activity at Halloween has been carried out. This initiative has been in place since 2010 and its objective was to reduce bonfires and the environmental damage caused at Halloween in an effective way. Analysis of the operation of the scheme over the last 3 years shows -

· No significant reduction in bonfires in the last 3 years 

· An increase in the cost of operating the scheme 

· Increasing logistical issues resulting in significant safety issues at the Civic Amenity site and on the surrounding areas 

· No increase in streams of waste accepted at the site that might be expected to rise if material was being diverted from bonfires

With the cost of waste disposal having continued to increase over the last year and incomes from gate receipts down at the site, the financial analysis of the scheme make it unaffordable in 2013.

It is intended to allocate free access passes to the Civic Amenity through the Social Credit System during the month of October which will be redeemable before the end of October. This will be used as a reward for groups who are actively involved in their community and in making their place a better place for everyone. It is expected that this will reduce the cost of the scheme to a more manageable level and to remove the logistical issues associated with this event in 2012. 

It is also intended to add a Half Price Access to the Civic Amenity Credit to the Social Credits Scheme on a on going basis.

Halloween statistics:  

	
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Bonfires numbers
	390
	351
	393


Statistics on Free access to Civic Amenity Ballymount.

	 
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Vehicles free access
	c 1000*
	1012
	1387

	Tonnes
	163
	181
	242

	Total Cost
	15,575
	30,215
	56,321


Please note vehicle numbers for 2010 are estimated.”
In accordance with Standing Order No 13 it was agreed with the consent of the members to vary the sequence of business and to take Motion No. 11 (M11) (of similar subject matter) in tandem with Motion No. 5 (M5):

M11/1013
RECYCLE CENTRES
It was proposed by Councillor C. Brophy, seconded by Cllr. J. Lahart:
“That this council is committed to providing the free day in the recycle centres to the community as in previous years as part of its long term campaign to reduce and eliminate illegal bonfires at Halloween.”

REPORT:
Following Halloween 2012 discussion with Members regarding the significant costs and other issues associated with this scheme, a review the effectiveness of the free access to the Civic Amenity scheme in dealing with anti social activity at Halloween has been carried out. This initiative has been in place since 2010 and its objective was to reduce bonfires and the environmental damage caused at Halloween in an effective way. Analysis of the operation of the scheme over the last 3 years shows -

· No significant reduction in bonfires in the last 3 years 

· An increase in the cost of operating the scheme 

· Increasing logistical issues resulting in significant safety issues at the  Civic Amenity site and on the surrounding areas 

· No increase in streams of waste accepted at the site that might be  expected to rise if material was being diverted from bonfires

With the cost of waste disposal having continued to increase over the last year and incomes from gate receipts down at the site, the financial analysis of the scheme make it unaffordable in 2013.

It is intended to allocate free access passes to the Civic Amenity through the Social Credit System during the month of October which will be redeemable before the end of October. This will be used as a reward for groups who are actively involved in their community and in making their place a better place for everyone. It is expected that this will reduce the cost of the scheme to a more manageable level and to remove the logistical issues associated with this event in 2012. 

It is also intended to add a Half Price Access to the Civic Amenity Credit to the Social Credits Scheme on a on going basis.

Halloween statistics:  

	
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Bonfires numbers
	390
	351
	393


Statistics on Free access to Civic Amenity Ballymount.

	 
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Vehicles free access
	c 1000*
	1012
	1387

	Tonnes
	163
	181
	242

	Total Cost
	15,575
	30,215
	56,321


 Please note vehicle numbers for 2010 are estimated.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Gilligan, C. Brophy, E. Higgins, E. Walsh, P. Kearns, C. King, J. Hannon, Coburn, O’Connell, Corr, Devine, J. Lahart and D. Looney.  
Councillor E. Higgins requested that a briefing to be sent out regarding the Social Credits scheme, as she stated that a lot of residents are not aware of it.
During this discussion the Mayor, Councillor D. Looney, proposed and the Members AGREED to suspend Standing Orders to allow the meeting continue past its prescribed time.
Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Services, responded to the Members’ queries.

A vote was taken by a show of hands on Motion 5 “That this Council calls on the Manager to offer free access to the Civic Waste Facility in Ballymount to residents in South Dublin in October, as was the case last year, in an effort to reduce illegal dumping” and the result was as follows:-
FOR:

11  (ELEVEN)
AGAINST: 
  5  (FIVE)
ABSTAIN: 
  1  (ONE)

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Director of Environmental Services, reiterated as noted in his report that the financial analysis of the scheme makes it unaffordable in 2013.
 M7/1013
ROADSWEEPING
It was proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and MOVED without debate:
“That this council calls on the Manager to arrange for a yearly rotation system to be put in place in relation to road sweeping during the Autumn season. This would ensure that each area receives equitable treatment.”

REPORT:
“Road Sweeping, including leaf removal, within the County is carried out on a contract basis with the  Road Sweeping schedule available on the Council's website. This schedule provides information for the subsequent 6 months with all residential areas receiving the same level of service.
Set schedules are not generally operated in relation to leaf removal as the service tends to have a more responsive requirement. Locations identified as requiring service through inspections, reports, complaints or individual requests to Environmental Services are collated and notified to the contractor. The service response to these notifications is generally within the required timeframe.
At times of heavy, widespread leaf fall, area by area schedules are operated in addition to the normal sweeping schedules. These additional services are prioritised on the basis of need.

Notifications to the contractor or area by area schedules being operated will from now on be 
published in the Scheduling System on the website.”
M10/1013
DRUGS STRATEGY
It was proposed by Councillor M. Duff, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and MOVED without debate:

“That this Council calls on the Minister for State at the Department for Health, with responsibility for Primary Health Care and the National Drugs Strategy, Alex White TD, to give direction to the Local and Regional Drug Task Forces, regarding the inclusion of Alcohol in the National Drug Strategy, and to indicate to each Task Force if additional funding is to be made available to the Task Forces to develop local strategies to help combat the impact of alcohol misuse on local communities.”

REPORT:
“If the motion is passed the members' sentiments will be conveyed to Minister of State Mr. Alex White T.D.”
 M14/1013
PLAYGROUND PROGRAMME

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor D. Looney and MOVED without debate:
“That the Manager would present a Report on the review of the Council's Playground Programme, and that this Council recommends that the Manager and staff assess the existing approach of the Council to the provision of playgrounds which prioritizes the provision of regional and relatively large facilities, and reconsider an approach to provision which prioritizes small local playgrounds.”
REPORT: 
“The Council's Playground Programme is under review with a focus on the approach to playground provision in the county. Up to now, playground provision has been focussed on larger destination type playgrounds in the Council's Regional Parks and specific Neighbourhood Parks while a network of small local playgrounds has been provided in association with Community Centres around the county. 

Given that the costs associated with these large proposals are prohibitive and that the facilities previously developed often lie some distance from local residents, a significant change to this approach is now under active consideration. Proposals for a network of smaller, more local playgrounds that ensure a broader distribution of facilities is being developed.”
MOTIONS NOT REACHED: 
(M8)
Councillor W. Lavelle  

That this Council requests the Manager to prepare a protocol or guide on the classification of derelict sites so as to ensure consistency and provide clarity to inspectors, landowners and the public, including on the definition of factors to be assessed and considered when inspecting potentially derelict sites?
(M9)
Councillor M. Devine

That the Manager compile a report on the feasibility of rezoning vacant/derelict sites within the county to better serve the public and their interests
(M12)
Councillor M. Devine

To enhance and promote voter registration/participation that this Council, in conjunction with Student Union body, consider a visible registration drive - on campus - at the various third level education facilities within the County
(M13)
Councillor W. Lavelle  

That this Council requests the Manager to present an update report on the reform of public realm management services, in particular litter management services; and to further request the Manager to ensure:

- the use of green machines across the county;

- more frequent targeting of litter blackspots; and

- the emptying of litter bins in busy urban areas over weekends.

The meeting concluded at 6.45 pm.
Signed: _____________________________


     Mayor

Date:________________________________
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